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The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame Committee.
First row, left to right, Bob Rossell, Ron Mauck, Doug Huff and Tom Tisher.
Second row, Don Zinni, Tom Rataiczak and Kelly Rine.

Third row, Seth Staskey, Jeff Harrison, Dick Wolf and Robert “Bubba” Kapral.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Committee

Jeff Harrison........ccccoovvvevveveecineennns Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge
Doug Huff.........cooori Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling
Robert “Bubba” Kapral................ Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry
Ron Mauck.......ccocoomnimnneneeeneenn. Ron Mauck/OVAC Wrestling Championship Director
Thomas E. Rataiczak ...............cccooveriiiiiiiiiiniii i, OVAC Executive Secretary
Kelly RIne.........oocovvieivvviimniine Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School
Bob Rossell ...............cevneeeeee Chairman Dapper Dan Awards, Weir High Wall of Fame
Seth Staskey ........cccooiieeereee, Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry
Tom Tisher .....cccooovivivvvinnicre e T Athletic Director, River High School
Dick Wolf ..................... East Liverpool City Schools Board Member, OVAC Supporter

DON ZiNNi.co.oiiiiiieeeeceeeeen e v eees Commissioner of QVAC Football Officials




The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Executive Board for 2011-2012. First row, left to right, Bernie Dolan, West Virginia Board
Member; Dr. Dianna Vargo, West Virginia Board Member; Dr. Dan Doyle, Past President; Dan Angalich, President; Walt Skaggs,
Ohio Board Member; and Jeff Crosier, Vice-President. Second rew, Tom Rataiczak, Executive Secretary/Treasurer;
Steve Wajcik, Baseball Commissioner; John Howell, Baskethall Commissioner; Ron White, Assistant Basketball Commissioner;
Don Zinni, Football Commissioner; Tom Bechtel, Softhball Commissioner; and Pegi Bannan, Velleyball Commissioner.
Third row, Fred King, Paden City, Class 1A Representative; Ed Cihy, Class 2A Representative; Doug Tush, Class 34
Representative; Kelly Rine, Class 4A Representative; Rick Leach, Class 5A Representative; and Bob Koch, OVAC Football
All-Star Game Director, Missing were Jerry Narcisi, Ohio Board Member; and Corey Murphy, West Virginia Board Member.




The Buckeye Local Athletic Department

congratulates

Dick Thurnes
and
andy Donahue

VAC Hall of Fame Class of 2011

Dick Thurnes Randy Donahue




In memory of

Dick Dei

OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2011
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Congratulations

Bob Jeter

on being inducted into
the OVAC Hall of Fame

From Weir Football Boosters and the
students, teachers, staff and administration
of Weir High School




% AN HONOR WELL DESERVED %

| From 1946 through 1974, no one
covered sports in the Steubenville
| crea better than John Kirker. His
name and face were 'synonymous
with high school and college sports
as he watched, wrote and brought
| 1o lite the athletic careers of many
: who became local legends. The
standards he set while working as the
Herald-Star's longest-serving sports

" John Klfker 7 editor continue to give inspiration to

Sports Editor 1946-1974 today’s generation.

We’re proud of the legacy
you contributed to our
206-year history
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NEVER QUIT.

| FROM A FAMILY’S FIRST CAMPUS VISIT TO
| GRADUATION DAY, THESE WORDS ECHO
THROUGHOUT THE LINSLY EXPERIENCE:

TO PERSEVERE THROUGH
ADVERSITY.

| TO SHOW GRACE IN VICTORY
AND DEFEAT.

TO RESPECT THE OPPOSITION.

THESE VALUES SERVE STUDENTS WELL WHILE THEY ARE AT LINSLY AND THROUGH THEIR
COLLEGE AND PROFESSIONAL LIVES.

CONGRATULATIONS 2011 OVAC HAaLL OoF FAME INDUCTEES
AND LINSLY ALUMNI:

CHARLES PETTY ‘52

WILLIE CLAY ‘88
T.J. HANNIG ‘96
ASHLEY BATTLE ‘00

The Linsly School

,  FORWARD AND NO RETREAT 4
__ Celebrating 200 Years




Please reply to:

Board of Trade Building 518 Seventh Street

80 Twelfih Street SHANE M. MALLETT  Moundsvile, v 26041

Wheeling, WV 26003 R Telephone (304) 845-0770
Telephone (304) 233-0003 LAW OF FlCES
Facsimile (304) 233-4884 :

M

In memory of

Dick Dei

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2011




ongratulations !

on your induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame

PAT MILLER

Pole Vault
State Champion - 1979
T w?f“ﬁ
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Shadyside High School

We're Proud of All Your Accomplishments

Love, Mom and Dad




Oak Glen High School

congratulates

Larry Shaw - OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee

Jim Jordan - OVAC Legend honoree

St. Clairsville High School
Track and Field

congratulates

Sharon Vincent

for her induction into
the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class 0of 2011
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Congratulations, Daa!

&
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Pat Miller and Family: Austin, Ann and Meredith

we Love gou!

Congratulations

Craig Miller

From your senior
football classmates, 1979

OVAC AAA Champions
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Rick Boron

Congratulations to my husband and our father

and grandfather for your selection into the
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame.

The Boron Family
Judy
Daughters Becca Appel and Beth Davis
Grandsons Justin and Jason Appel

SOOOOOOOTOTTOTOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOIOOOOOOOOOOOO OO I IOV

In memory of our brother, father, uncle and friend

Congratulations

Your accomplishments continue to
positively inspire and motivate today’s
athletes as well as your family.
This is your legacy.

We salute a great athlete and role model
and are so very proud of you!

Your siblings and family,

Bob Jeter Jr.
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee
1937-2008

Simply the Best!!!

Leon, Carol, Anthony and Eunice
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Wheeling Park
High School

salutes

for his posthumous induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame
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Congratulations

Larry Sha

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches’ Association
salutes and thanks you for your contribution to wrestling
in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
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Photographs of this year’s
OVAC Hall of Fame Induction
available through:

Bz

706 N. Zane Hwy., Marlins Ferry, OH 43935

Briggs Professional Photography

Telephone: (740) 633-2541
Fax: (740) 633-1311
emall: evertbriggs@yahoo.com

fve Tf (_B Tlg g S Owner - Photographer

Sports Action and Activity Photographs
visit _
printroom.com/pro/briggsphoto

OVAC Hall of Fame - Class of 2011
Well-deserved

You have made the Tigers proud

The Shadyside Athletic Department

Congratulations

Pat Miller

Shadyside High School - Class of 1979
Ohio University - Class of 1983




ey
Congratulations

Sharon Vincent

on being inducted into
the OVAC Hall of Fame

From the St. Clairsville
Athletic Department

16




Congratulations

uincy Wilson

on being inducted into
the OVAC Hall of Fame

From Weir Football Boosters and the

students, teachers, staff and administration
of Weir High School
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Congratulations

Plennie Clutter

on your induction into
the OVAC Hall of Fame

Wheeling Park
High School

AR OO AT A COOLOOOCOOOOOOOIOOTOCIOOLOOOOOTOO0O0

Wheeling Park High School

salutes

Kdgar Martin

on his posthumous induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame
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20711 OVAC Hall of Fame
Congratulations
Craig Miller

Class of 1979

Thanks for the memories!!!!!

The Bridgeport High School
Alumni Association




from 3 State Champs
to another !

Vour Neplbews
Bo, Spemcer Y(Chase Delande

And
Dave & Steffi Miller Delande

OVAC Hall of Fame

PAT MILLER'

| Shadyside Tigers
- Ohio University Bobcats
Baseball 1980 -1983 - Grad Asst. 1984

Love - McKenzie, Doreen & Mike Miller
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Craig Miller

Bridgeport High School
Class of 1979

Congratulations
on your
induction to the

OVAC Hall of Fame!!!!!

The Bridgeport High School
Athletic Department
“Home of the Bulldogs”
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Savage Heavy Highway Corporation is
proud to support the OVAC and the
induction of C.R. “Dick” Dei to the

2011 Hall of Fame. This induction is a

celebration of his commitment to and

love for his family, friends, student-

athletes, and community.
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Congratulations

Craig Miller

President Jeff Frey Treasuer Bill Pahl
Vice-President Harry Grimm Secretary Eric G. Miller

The Bridgeport Boosters

THANK YOU
OVAC

For honoring

Harold Edgar Martin

With his induction to the Hall of Fame.

Congratulations to all of the inductees. ;

THE MARTIN FAMILY
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CRAIG MILLER “79”

Congratulations on being
inducted into the OVAC
Hall of Fame

Love, Mom

GLESSNER PROFESSIONAL CENTER
ONE LOCATION = TAX, INSURANCE, INVESTMENTS"
304-243-9071

AUTO +« HOME =~ LIFE = BUSINESS

& /{Jyac/afﬁr\

*Gary W Glessner, Reglstered Represantative, Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Sesvices,
Member SIPC, A non-bank substdiary of Wells Fargo & Company

In memory of Dick Dei
OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2011




374

LEASING
COMPANY

The Star Leasing Company Team

Wishes To Congratulate Pat Miller

On His Induction In To The OVAC
Hall Of Fame

Congratulations Pat!

“0ur 100% employee owned commitment fo provide the most complete,

hest value in the semiticiler indushy”

Lﬁvn A o, e B A AN PP A A
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FROM THE WILSONS: MOM, DAD, TRENTON,CHLYLA, JAKEY& BELIA
ALL UNCLES & AUNTS & COUSINS & FRIENDS
QUINCYWILSON THE RIGHT ON THE" (" FOUNDATION

WE LOVE YOU AND ARE SO PROUD OF YOU

ALWAYS KEEP GOD 1°" IN ALL YOU DO BLESSING & FAVORS
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Congratulations

Rick Boron SJC Class of 1965

on your induction into the

OVAC Hall of Fame

SJC Alumni Association
SJC Boosters
SJC Athletic Moms

St, John Central | 3625 Guernsey Street | Bellaire, Oh 43906 | Phone: (740) 676-4932 | Fax: (740) 676-4934
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Lapel Pins Courtesy of

DR. Nick TROMBETTA

Superintendent of Midland Borough School District

Executive Administrator of
Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber School
Midland, PA.

“As a former OVAC coach, | am aware of the unique role
that this conference plays in the lives of the member
school’s student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on
sportsmanship and scholarship are a tribute to your dedicated
leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization
of which | am aware.

The OVAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize
and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to
inspire and motivate today’s athletes.

It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small
part in your continuing success.”

28




Flowers courtesy of

Bob &
Robin’s

Friendly florist providing a personal touch

proudly supports
East Liverpool “Potters’
and
congratulates tonight’s
OVAC Hall of Fame
inductees

Tel: 330-385-ROSE
510 Walnut Street
East Liverpool,OH
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- MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR
OVAC HALL OF FAME

1. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES:
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals
Wins/titles can be in boys and girls combined, but must be in the same sport.

Baseball: 250 wins
Basketball: 250 wins
Cheering: 5 OVAC titles
Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles
Football: 125 winss

Golf: 5 OVAC titles

Soccer: 125 wins

Softball: 250 wins
Swimming: 5 OVAC titles
Tennis: 5 OVAC titles

Track: 5 OVAC titles
Volleyball: 250 wins
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles

2. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS:
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased
25 years of service

3. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA:
Can be inducted anytime
25 years of service
Contributions to the OVAC

4, MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY:
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc.
Open-ended

5. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS:
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been
successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories
Open-ended

6. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES:
Must be out of school 10 years

Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete’s resume
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

SOCCER: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
TENNIS: Muitiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2011 &}
Charles Petty

Charles E. Perty (Pomercy High School). The entire Ohio Valley Athletic Conference owes a debt of grati-
tude to Petty and the other eight “Founding Fathers.”.

Little did that small group know back in 1943 when they brought together 20 schools from both sides of
the Ohio River that they would establish what would become (as of 2011) a 50-school bi-state conference,
repgarded by most as the largest functional high school conference in the nation.

The original OVAC member schools included Bellaire, Follansbee, Linsly, Martins Ferry, Moundsvilie,
Powhatan, Shadyside, St, John Central, Steubenville, Steubenville Catholic Central, Tilionsville, Triadelphia,
Union, Warwood, Weir, Wellsburg, West Liberty, Wheeling, Wheeling Central Catholic and Yorkville,

Petty was a key cog in the OVAC in iis early years, serving as the first official executive secretary for 13
years from 1944-56, longer than anyone has been in that position except for Sam Mumley to this point,

Petty coached the pre-OVAC boys’ track program at Triadelphia High School, winning the 1941 West
Virginia one-class championship after finishing as ranner-up four times and placing third twice.

After coaching and teaching mathematics at Triadelphia High, he served briefly as principal at Woodsdale B
Junior High. He then joined Linsly Military Institute in 1942-43, serving as athletic director and was the head Charles P
basketball coach from 1944-51. His second team (1944-45) won the OVAC Class AA title with a 16-5 record. arles Petty
He also coached track and assisted in football at Linsly.

He served as Meet Director for several years at one of the Ohio Valley’s premier high school track meets at Triadelphia — The Intelligencer
Relays — which had a three decade run before ending in the 1950s.

Petty then moved to St. Petersburg, Florida in the summer of 1956 and taught in junior high until he passed away at age 57 in 1963.

Bom in 1966 in Ripley, W. Va., he graduated from Pomeroy (Ohio) High School; attended the University of Fiorida for two years and
gradunted from the University of Illinois. He received a master’s degree from the University of Pittsburgh.

¢

Richard (Dick) Thurnes

Richard (Dick) Thurnes (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1946). During a 17-year career as a head
football coach at three different spots, Thumes won an impressive 75 percent of his games (112-36-7). Even
more impressive, however, was the fact that five Thurnes-coached teams posted undefeated records.

His first stop was Cameron High School, where he compiled a three-year mark of 18-6-1, highlighted by an
unbeaten (7-0-1) team in 1956 which was ranked No. 2 among West Virginia small school teams,

Thurnes then moved on to Warren Consolidated High School, serving as head coach for 12 years (1958-69)
and posting a 78-26-6 mark. His teams put together unbeaten seasons in 1961, ‘62, ‘64 and *67. The first three
of those teams won OVAC Class A championships while all four were Eastern Ohio Athletic League kingpins.

After stepping aside for a couple of years, he returned to coach the newly-consolidated Buckeye South High
in its first two seasons (1972-73), posting a combined 16-3-1 record.

He received several “Coach of the Year” awards - from the Wheeling Intelligencer in 1964; The Times
_ Leader in 1967; and the Eastern Ohio Athletic League in 1961, *62, ‘65 and ‘67; and the AP Eastern District
. in 1964 and ‘67,

Dick Thurnes Thurmes was also the recipient of the Belmont Hills Country Club’s 27th Annual Achievement Football Coaches
Award in 1965 and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club’s Outstanding Achievement Award in 1967,

He was inducted into the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 19835.

Thurnes was also a long-time assistant basketball coach to fellow OVAC Hall of Famer Henry Lazasz and he also coached baseball, track
and polf at various times during his career.

In high school, Thurnes was a three-year letterman in football as a center-linebacker, gaining third team all-West Virginia recognition and
first team all-OVAC honors.

He went on to play at West Liberty State College in the “Golden Era” of Coach Joe Bariell, starting at center on two undefeated teams and
playing in the Pythion Bowl and the Smoky Mountain Bowl, both Hilltopper victories.

John Kirker

John D. Kirker (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1934), Born in Follansbee is 1913, Kirker’s first taste of the
newspaper business came at the old Wellsburg Daily Herald as a high school student. He wrote sports and was
eventually the managing editor of the paper when he lefi for the Army Air Corps in 1942,

Upon his discharge from the service in 1946, he began a 29-year run (1946-74) as sports editor of The Herald- |
Star newspaper in Steubenville until moving into the news department as a district editor for the remainder of |
his career. He was the longest-serving sports editor in the newspaper’s history, covering all high school sports
as well as locai college sports and summer events,

He was inducted into the University of Steubenville Sporis Hall of Fame in 1981; the Ohio Prep Sports
Writers Hall of Fame in 1988; and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame in 1989,

Kirker was o member of several high school all-star selection committees, including those choosing the All-
Eastern District and All-Ohio teams,

He also served as an emcee at numerous local sports functions and was a ring announcer at local boxing
events.

For Kirker, harness racing was a personal passion. He owned and trained 17 hotses for many years, regularly -
attending the Little Brown Jug event in Delaware, Ohio, and contributing numerous articles to various harness John Kirker
racing publications.
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Dick Dei

C.R. (Dick) Dei (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1959). He was the architect of the OVAC’s most dominant
boys’ track program at Wheeling Park High.

During the school’s first 13 years {1977-89), the Patriots won eight OVAC Class 4-A championships and finished
second three times; won nine West Virginia Region titles and captured three West Virginia Class AAA state champion-
ships while finishing as the runner-up twice.

Under the guidance of Dei, who coached 22 All-America track honorees during his career, Park lost only two dual
meels in 13 seasons.

He was named West Virginia Track Coach of the Year on two occasions and the Ohio Valley Track Coach of the
Year by The Intelligencer twice,

The coach established one of the area’s top invitational meets — the Pepsi Park Classic - which was later renamed
the Dick Dei Track Classic. He designed Wheeling Park’s ali-weather tmek facility and is responsible for implement-
ing the first photo-electric timing system at a West Virginia high school, with Park’s system originally used at the
West Virginia State meet in Charleston. He served as chairman of the OVAC Track Commitiee and the OVAC Track i
Championships; West Virginia Region Meet director; 2 member of the West Virginia State Track Meet Committee; Dick Dei
and was a presenter at the WVU Track and Field Clinic. ek Le1

Dei received the R.A. Thom Award in 1990 for West Virginia Track Service and Contributions; and was narred the OVAC
Cal Giffin Track Official of the Year in 1995. He was also honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and the W.Va. Sports Writers Association.

Dei was inducted into the Wheeling Park Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998 and the West Liberty State College Hall of Fame in 2005.

Dei played football at Wheeling Central and West Liberty and earned o master’s degree from West Virginia University.

He began a 39-year teaching/coaching career in 1965 at Bellnire High, serving as head track coach and assistant in football, He also coached ns a
football assistant at Martins Ferry; head football coach at Adena; and head foothall and track coach at Wheeling High. He also served as defensive
coordinator at Bethany College in 1980, helping the Bison to an NCAA Division III playoff berth. He passed away in 2007 at the age of 66.

Larry Shaw

Larry Shaw (Shady Spring High School, Class of 1973). Mention wrestling in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
or anywhere in the state of West Virginia and no doubt Shaw's name comes to mind in a hurry.

After all, Shaw was a fixture in the mat sport for 31 years.

He led the Bears on an incredible run of 13 consecutive West Virginia Class AA-A state championships from 1997-
2009, a feat unmatched by any OVAC or West Virginia program in any sport. Prior to Oak Glen dropping to the AA-A
ranks, Shaw-led teams posted five straight Class AAA runner-up finishes (1987-91).

In OVAC Tournament action, Shaw’s teams won nine class titles, including eight in a row from 2001-2008 in Class
3-A. The Bears won the overall title five times (1991, 2002, 2004, 2005 and 2007).

During his tenure, Shaw’s teams won 13 OVAC dual meet titles {Class 4-A in 1983, ‘90 nnd 98 and Class 3-A in
1999, 2000, *01, 03, *04, *05, *06, *07, '08 and '09) and he finished with a career dual meet record of 330-96-4. He
coached 51 state champion wrestlers and more than 160 others who camed all-state honors.

Shaw was named the OVAC all-sport Coach of the Year twice — in 2002 and 2007 — and the OVAC Wrestling Coach
! : of the Year on 13 occasions.

L Sh He was the West Virginia Class AA-A Wrestling Coach of the Year six times and is the only wrestling coach to be

arry Shaw selected the West Virginia all-sport Coach of the Year by the W. Va. Sporls Writers Association (2000). He was named

the 2008 Notional Wrestling Coach of the Year by Wrestling US4 Magazine and was a finalist for the award in 2004.

Shaw, a 1977 graduate of Concord College who earned his master’s degree from Marshall University, is a past presi-

dent of the W, Vi, Wrestling Coaches Association; a past vice-president of the West Virginin Chapter of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame; and a

former member of the WVSSAC and OVAC Wrestling Committees, He assisted in producing an instructional video for wrestling officials for the NFHS
Officiating Wrestling On-Line Methods Course and has worked at countless wrestling clinics,

Shaw was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club’s Co-Man of the Year in 2003; was inducted into the Raleigh County Wrestling Hall of Fame in
2000; the Lou Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame in 2009; the National Wrestling Hall of Fame in 2010 and earlier this year into the National High
School Sports Hall of Fame by the National Federation of State High School Associations.

]

Plennie Clutter

Plennie Clutter {Wheeling High School, Class of 1943). He ranks among the best officials of all-time in the Ohio
Valley, spending 30 years as a football referee and 25 years as o basketball official.

Cluiter’s officinting career began at the urging of the late A. Wilson Murray, a charter member of the OVAC Hall
of Fame in the officials’ category, and he worked his way up from junior varsity games to the top of the officiating
warld in both sports.

He earned assignments to work four West Virginia state high school football championship games and three state
basketball tournaments.

Clutter officiated numerous sectional and regional tournament games in West Virginia and worked several OVAC
All-Star Football Games. He was also selected as the referee in the 1982 Ohio North-South All-Star Game.

He is nn Honorary Life Member of both the Ohio Valley Basketball Officials and Ohio Valley Football Officials
organizations, He was the recipient of the Robert Dawson Officials Award at the OVAC Basketball Classic in 2005,

Clutter also worked football and basketbali games in the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference.

As an athlete, Clutter was an all-West Virginia selection in football and basketball at Wheeling High. As a senior, ; .
he was named the all-state captain end led the Wildcats to the state basketball championship under coach V. Everett .

Brinkman. Plennie Clutter

He was offered a football scholarship to the University of Alabama, he entered the Navy during World War IL
He played one year with the Philadelphia Naval Base team, and then after fulfilling his military obligation, he played professional basketball in
England, When he returned home, he was selected to play in the 1946 OVAC All-Star Football Game.
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Edgar Martin

Edgar Martin (Warwood High School, Class of 1945). A multi-sport high school and college standout
despite his size of 5-foot-4 and weighing between 130-145 pounds, he left his mark on the OVAC and Ohio
Valley sports.

A three-time All-OVAC honoree in basketball (1944 and 1945) and football (1944), he helped the Vikings
win the first OVAC Class A title and five-school City of Wheeling crown with a 9-1 record in 1944. In basket-
ball, he was the leader of two OVAC title teams which went 14-6 and 22-3. The 1943 City of Wheeling title
teamn also won the W. Va. section and region crowns and advanced to the one-class state tournament before
bowing to Beckley Woodrow Wilson. As a senior on a 9-1 record football team, he returned a kickoff 85
yards to score in the team’s only loss to Follansbee, 21-13. He was a third team all-state one-class selection.
In basketball, he earned second team one-class all-state as a senior and scored 42 points — a rare total at the
time — in a 100-68 win over Follanshee.

At Bethany College, he was a three-sport standout (football, basketball, baseball) and was a two-time All- Edgar Martin
West Virginia Conference basketball tournament honoree. As a senior, he averaged 22.5 points a game.

After coaching in high school at Jefferson Union and Linsly, he coached alma mater Bethany College for 11 years from 1956-66, including
a 17-1 record Presidents’ Athletic Conference title team in 1962 and an unbeaten 18-0 PAC championship club in 1964.

He finished his career at West Liberty State as athletic director from 1973-88 and also coached basketball from 1969-74. He was one of
the original organizers of the current Beast of the East summer baseball tournament named in his honor. Martin died in 1989.

Bob Jeter

Bob Jeter (Weir High School, Class of 1956). Possibly the most prominent name to bridge the transi-
tion from segregated schools into integrated education in the Ohio Valley. He was a multi-sport standout
at segregated Dunbar High School in Weirton through his junior season of 1955, With integration in
West Virginia, he finished at Weir High School and became the first black athlete to be recognized on
the All-State football selections by the W. Va. Sports Writers Association. A two-way back, he was a
third team choice.

In his one season at Weir High, he helped the Red Riders to an 8-1-1 record and the OVAC Class AA title.

Recruited by the University of Towa, he became a three-season two-way regular. As a senior, the All-
Big Ten honoree set a Rose Bowl rushing record in 1939 which lasted two decades before broken by
USC’s Marcus Allen. Jeter rushed for 191 yards on only nine carries and scored on a record 81-yard
g2 40 TD runina 39-14 win over California.

Bob Jeter After being selected to play in the East-West Shrine Game, he was the No. 2 draft choice of the Green

Bay Packers in 1960 but opted to play in the Canadian Football League with the Vancouver B.C. Lions and
the Hamilton Tiger Cats for two seasons. He then joined the Packers as a defensive back-wide receiver and played in three straight NFL
winning championship games and started the first two Super Bowl games for the winning Packers in 1966 and 1967. An All-Pro twice
and a Pro Bowl selection, he played eight NFL seasons and finished his career by playing three seasons with the Chicago Bears.

A member of the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he was the 1970 Dapper Dan Man

of the Year. Jeter died in 2008,
Jim McCormick

Jim McCormick (Magunolia High Schoal, Class of 1958). Arguably the No. 1 Blue Eagle basketball
product, he set or tied 55 school records while playing only two varsity seasons.

As a senior, he earned All-OVAC Class A honors and All-W.Va. mention when he scored 613 points
for a 29.2 per game average, both school records which lasted 45 years. He also scored 51 points in a
game which has been tied, but not broken after five decades. He averaged 22.1 points for his career. He
also played baseball for the Blue Eagles.

After high school, the 6-foot-3 guard prepped for a year at old Greenbrier Military in Lewisburg,
W.Va., where he started on an unbeaten post-graduate team composed of several high school all-stars.

He enrolled at West Virginia University as an invited walk-on and was the second-leading scorer
behind future All-American Rod Thom on WVU’s second-ever unbeaten freshman team.

In the third game of his sophomore season, he became a varsity starter for the rest of his career and,
with Thom, formed a top backcourt which led WVU to three Southern Conference titles and a pair of \

NCAA Tournament berths. He averaged double figures all three years and scored 1,156 career points Jim McCormick
which, at the time, was fifth all-time in WVU history behind four All-Americans - Jerry West, Rod

Hundley, Mark Workman and Thorn. McCormick and Thorm were featured on the cover of the 1962

WVU Basketbali Media Guide.

After twice eaming All-Southern Conference second team and honorable mention All-America, he became Magnolia’s only NBA
drafiee in the sixth round by the Cincinnati Royals, but a foot injury halted his pro career.

McCormick is a member of the WVU Sports Hail of Fame and was selected on the six-player 1956-65 All-Time WVU Team.
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OVAC Hall of Fame

Saturday, August 20, 2011

........................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary
............................ Bishop Michael Tolliver, New Beginning Church, Bellaire

(1) T3 1= OO S PP 5:30 p.m.
Introductions.........c...coovvvvvevvennnnnnn. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary
Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio
Legends of the OVAC.............cccoirrvirinnn, Bob Bentz, Punque Cartledge, Jim Jordan

Cas Myslinski, Norman Willey

Distinguished Service AWard ... Bob Robinson

OVAC ‘Family’
Charles Petly ...t accepted by Chuck Petty

OVAC ‘Contributor’
Richard (DiICk) TRUMES .o e e e s ae e

Media
1o 1 I = accepted by Ross Galabrese

Coaches
C.R. (Dick) D€i..cccuvrrereearririneerivercrnnenn accepted by Patty Dei, Todd Dei and Sean Dei

LAITY SHAW oottt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e et e e en e e et e antman s e e n e e n e ee e e eaeeneeaas

Officials
[od LT T 1T N O [V 4 (= GO e r—r s




Induction Ceremony

WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W.Va.

Athletes
Edgar Martin ... accepted by Gary Martin

=T o TR = (= O accepted by Eunice Sykes

Randy Donahue ... accepted by John Donahue
Craig MIET et b e e st tnt e re s en b e n e e senaareeee s rnneasaans
= VAR ) 1= O OSSOSO
WIIIE ClaY ... eeeeeee it e e e s ce st e et e e e e s e enteeeesessessnssaseasesseennnsenneesans
Sharon VINCENT......oo ittt e s s e s e e aae e s e e rnne s s rnns
LIS R = Uy 11 1 U UEPU R UUUSOPRP
QUINCY WIISON ettt et e e e e e s rra e s be e s s b e e e s sbesasabassesansenans

ASHIBY BAle ... et et r e e e r e e

Benediction........ccovvevieeeenn. Bishop Michael Tolliver, New Beginning Church, Bellaire

Hall of Fame inductees or their representatives will be available for autographs and photographs immediately following the conclusion
of tonight's ceremonies. Additicnal programs are avallable prior to and immediately following tonight's induction at a cost of $10 each.
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Rick Boron

Richard L. Boron (St. John Central High School, Class of 1965). He was a three-sport performer for the
Fighting Trish, but it was on the gridiron where he gained national recognition.

Boron blossomed under the tutelage of Coach Dan MceGrew into a two-way star as a senior. The multi-tal-
ented gridder scored 126 poinis as a senior while rushing for 698 yards on just 91 carries. He also hauled in
28 passes for 563 additional siripes.

While Boron was an offensive dynamo, he was just as highly-regarded for his prowess at defensive back.
Aus a senior, he intercepted three enemy passes and also returned a punt 88 yards for a TD. McGrew, a former
Purdue and professional gridder, called Boron “the best defensive back 1 ever saw.”

For his senior exploits, Boron was named to the prestigious Parade Magazine All-America High School
Football Team. He was also a first team all-OVAC, all-Eastern Ohio and AP all-Ohio honoree.

Boron also lettered four years in baseball at SJC and two seasons in basketball,

He turned down an offer to play at Notre Dame and instead accepted a scholarship from Coach Bo
Schembechler to play at Miami of Ohio. It was a decision Boron never regretted.

He was a three-year regular for the Redskins as a defensive back. He was accorded second team all-Mid- Rick Boron
American Conference honors as a junior and first team plaudits as a senior,

He left the Oxford-based campus with several grid records, including most interceptions in a season (7) and
freshman record for interceptions (5). Boron finished his Miami career in third place on the career interception list (14).

Boron distinguished himself in the prep coaching ranks as well. He served as head coach at Wadsworth High for five seasons, compiling
a 39-9 mark. During that tenure, he received a host of coach of the year awards, including the Cleveland Plain Dealer and the 4kron Beacon
Journal. Boron left Wadsworth to serve as an assistant at Miami before heading into private business.

Randy Donahue

Randy Dopahue (Warren Consolidated High School, Class of 1965). The area that makes up the Buckeye
Local School District has had countless stellar football players in its annals. Few, if any, enjoyed the success
that Donahue did, however.

The 6 fi. 1, 235-pounder is regarded as one of the best lineman in Ohio Valley history, and that lofty designa-
tion is well supperted. Donahue was the first OQVAC player to be accorded first team Parade Magazine All-
America honors (1964). In the 1960s, Ohio was divided into just two classes in football, but he still managed
the respect and admiration of coaches throughout the state as he was voted a three-time first-team AP ail-Chio
Class A selection (defensive tackle as a sophomore and junior and offensive tackle as a senior).

The line great was a four-year starter for Coach Dick Thurnes’ Blue Ramblers. Thurnes, also a 2011 OVAC
Hall of Fame inductee, put together an amazing string of success in the early "60s and Donahue was a major
cog in that machine, Donahue tasted defeat just once in four years as the Ramblers went 9-0-1, 9-0, 7-1-1 and
9-0 in that span. Three of those grid jugpernauts captured OVAC Class A championships.

Donahue, who also excelled on the baseball diamond, spearheaded a Warren Consolidated defense which

Randy Donahue recorded seven shufouts in his senior campaign. He recorded 64 tackles and 28 assists that season. His defensive
stals as a sophomore are striking. In just nine games, the two-way terror registered 112 tackles and 52 assists.
After such a stellar prep career and with ideal size, it is no wonder Donahue was showered with college foothall
scholarship offers. He eventually signed a grant-in-aid with West Virginia University. Fate denlt him a cruel blow, however, as in the summer
before he left for Morgantown, Donahue lost the vision in one of his eyes in a freak wood-cutting accident. Much to his credit, he still attempted
to play for the Mountaineers, but the handicap was too much to overcome. He returned home and took a job with Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel
and he also served many years as a Warren Township trustee, Donahue passed away several years ago.

Craig Miller

Craig Miller (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1979). He was an all-star football player and standout bas-
ketball player for the Bulldogs, but it was in track and field where Miller is remembered as one of the best to
ever perform in the Ohio Valley.

Miller had supesb size at 6 fi. 3 and 200 pounds to be the punishing fullback-linebacker and the rugged post in
basketball that he was, but that size was combined with great speed which he utilized to excel in three distinct events
in track. His all-around versatility drew him the tag as the Bulldogs” most versatile athlete since John Havlicek.

Miller was the preatest discus thrower of his era. He used his elongated frame and superb athleticism to
become the first Ohie Valley prepster to twirl the platter more than 170 feet, establishing a new valley standard
with his 172-10 toss in the disirict meet as a senior. In the 32 years since, only two discus throwers have bettered
that mark. Miller was state runner-up in the discus as a senior while also placing second in the Bellaire Relays
as a junior and senior, The powerful Bulldog also ranked with the premier shotputters during that time, owning
a best of 52 feet. Miller was equally adept on the track where he was a prime-time high hurdler, recording the
best time in the Ohio Valley as a senior with a scorching 14.7 clocking,

Miller was also a three-year letterman at Bridgeport in basketball where he was the leading rebounder for Craig Miller
Coach Frank Baxter each season. Miller averaged 15.4 points a pame as a senior.

In foothall, hie earned all-Ohio, all-OVAC and all-Valley honors after a senicr year which saw him tofal 105
points, which included three field goals and 21 kicking PATSs, another sign of his all-around talents. He was a blocking fullback, but still man-
aged 422 yards on just 3} totes for the 9-1 Bulldogs of Coach Dave Bruney. He also averaged 40 yards per-punt.

He opted to accept a football scholarship to Miami of Ohio University, where he lettered four years as a tight end and was accorded all- MAC
honors as a junior.
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Pat Miller

Pat Miller IIT (Shadyside High School, Class of 1979). He was able to do what few athletes can do - being a
star in two sporis during the same season,

Miller was nothing short of sensational for the Tigers in baseball, lettering four times. His tremendous dia-
mond time did nothing to adversely impact his track career where he was equally as exceptional,

The talented Tiger was also a stellar gridder and also possessed the prowess to graduate with a 3.94 GPA.

Miller captained the Tiger baseball teamn both as a junior and a senior, the latter season one in which he hit for a
sizzling .431 average. That proved a springboard 1o be selecied to participate in the All-Ohio Raseball Series.

He was selected an EOBL all-star all four seasons and all-Eastern District three seasons. Miller’s diamond
exploits earned him a baseball scholarship to Ohio University.

While his prep baseball resume is quite glittering, it may take a backseat to his track and field accomplish-
ments, Miller achieved the ultimate by winning the state pale vault title in 1979. He also finished sixth in the
high hurdles in the same state meet. He won virtually every pole vault competition s a senior, except for the
Bellaire Relays which was in its heyday. Miller was third in the pole vault and third in the high hurdles in that
meet, finishing as the top local scorer in the state’s second-largest meet at the time. Pat Miller

The temrific Tiger was a two-time all-Valley honoree and was selected to The Intelligencer’s all-Decade Track
Team.

He enjoyed much gridiron success as well. The hard-running Tiger earned all-Ohio honors both his junior and senior campaigns. The three-
year grid letterrnan was first team nll-OVAC, all-Valley and all-Eastern District his last two seasons.

Miller, who served as the Tigers’ captain as a senior, followed in his father’s footsteps and played in the OVAC All-Star Game.

Willie Clay

Willie Clay (Linsly School, Class of 1988). This former Cadet did it all during his four years on the
| Wheeling campus. While carning letters in three sports, it was on the football field where he made his big-
| gest impact to the Cadets’ program.

Ciay was the unquestioned leader and most recognized player on teams which won 23 consecutive games
and recorded the first two undefeated seasons in the school’s history when it finished 10-0 in 1986 and 2-0
in 1987. Excelling as a defensive back, wide receiver and kick retumner, Clay eamed numerous postseason
honors during his career. As a senior, despite the Cadets’ run-first offensive schemes, Clay managed to catch
30 passes for 428 yards and five touchdowns. He also took two kickofTs back for touchdowns and had five
interceptions. He was named all-State, all-OVAC and all-Valley. He was the captain of the big-school team
after his senior season.

On the basketball court, Clay led the Cadets in his scnior season with a 17.5 points per game average
while shooting 48 percent from the floor. He also passed out 170 assists en route to earning all-OVAC and
all-Valley.

Willie Clay lll{Jf tFIB spring, Clay lit up area baseball diamonds. He batted .423 as a senior and was named all-OVAC and
all-Valley.
Despite his success on so many surfaces, it was football that was his calling at the next level. Clay accepted
a scholarship to attend Georgia Tech University where he eamned all-ACC honors twice. At one time, Clay held the Yellow Jackets® school
record for interceptions (16) after starting in the defensive backfield for three seasons.

In 1992, Clay was drafted in the eighth round by the Detroit Lions and played eight seasons in the NFL. He also played for the New

England Patriots for three scasons and one with the New Orleans Saints, Alrtold, ke played in 118 NFL games and started 90,

Sharon Vincent

Sharon Vincent (St, Clairsville High School, Class of 1981). This Lady Red Devil was easily one of the most
decornted and successful sprinters ever to grace the ovals in the Ohio Valley.

Vincent finished her prep career with eight state medals and led St. C. to its only state championship in school
history in June of 1981. In that state meet her senior season, Vincent capped an undefeated campaign in both
the 100 and 200-meter dashes by sprinting to the OHSAA state championships in both events in 12.18 and
24.79, respectively.

Vincent won a state gold as a sophomore as well as a member of the Lady Red Devils’ 440-yard relay team.
She was the state runner-up in the 200 and placed fifth in the 100 that season. Prior to breaking through in
Columbus as & senior, Vincent was the state runner-up in the 100 and bronze medalist in the 200 as a junior.

The only individual loss Vincent suffered as a senior came in the 400-meter dash at the district meet where she
took third, but stili ran an impressive 58.7. En route to her state meet performances, athletes competed in section-
als and districts where she won 19 championships. She was a three-time sectional and district 100 and 200-meter
champion. -

At the OVAC meet, Vincent won a total of 12 conference championships. She was a three-time champion in Sharon Vincent
both the 100 and 200. At the time of her graduation, Vincent held eight meet records and three all-time Ohio
Valley records,

Vincent, who still hotds the 100, 200 and 400-meter dash school records, was named St. Clairsville’s Most Valuable Athlete four tirnes and was
also named all-District Athlete of the Year. She also competed in the prestigious Midwest Meet of Champions in the 100-meter dash in 1981.

After her prep career, Vincent accepted a scholarship to Eastern Kentucky University. She competed there for two seasons before transferring
to The Chio State University where she completed her bachelor of arts degree in economics.

Vincent, who was inducted to the St. Clairsville Athletic Hall of Fame as a member of the 1981 state championship team and then in 2007 as
an individual athlete, later eamed a master’s degree from Otterbein.
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T.]. Hannig z

T.J. Hannig (Linsly School, Class of 1996). This three-sport Cadet standout excelled as an all-around athlete,
but it was on the soccer field where he made his biggest impact.

Hannig earned four letters for the Cadets as their starting goalkeeper for teams which posted a 70-13-10 record.
Included in those seasons were two OVAC all-class titles in 1992 and 1994. The Cadets were winning these
titles because opposing teams just couldn’t get the ball past Hannig, who set the Ohio Valley record with 41
career shutouts. Overall, he owned a 0.88 goals against average. His exploits didn’t go unnoticed. He was twice
named all-OVAC and captained the all-Valley team as a senior. He was also named Gatorade Player of the Year
and a Parade All-American.

On the basketbal} court, Hannig blossomed as a senior, scoring nearly 17 poinis a game and grabbing eight
rebounds en ronte to all-OVAC and all-Valley accolades. In track and field, Hannig competed in a bevy of
events, but it was in the long jump where he stood out, He set the OVAC record with a mark of 21 feet, 7 3/4
inches and won three conference titles (high hurdles, high jump and long jutnp).

Hannig accepted a scholarship for soccer ta the University of Indiana where he started in net from 1997-2000
and finished No. 1 in IU history with 42 shutouts and second in victories (63). The Hoosiers played in four T.J. Hannig
consecutive NCAA Final Fours, winning the NCAA titles in 1998 and 1999, defeating Stanford (3-1) and Santa
Clara (1-0), respectively. Hannig and OVAC and NBA Hall of Famer John Havlicek (Bridgeport High) are the
only two OVAC products to play in three consecutive NCAA title games. Hannig’s name is all over the Indiana University record book. He
ranks seventh at TU with 176 saves, and the 23 victories in 1998 are tied for the most in a season.

After his collegiate career, Hannig was selected in the MLS Draft and spent time with D.C. United. He also played for the Pittsburgh Riverhounds.

Quincy Wilson

Quincy Wilson (Weir High, Class of 1999). This former Red Rider was a multi-sport standout, but it was on
the football field where he earned his highest acclaim.

Wilson rewrote Ohio Valley and West Virginia record books as he helped lead the Red Riders to the 1998 West
Virginia Class AA state championship.

As a senior on the state championship squad, Wilson became the first Ohio Valley and West Virginia prep
athlete {0 accumulate 3,000 yards in a season. All told, Wilson rushed for 3,262 yards, He scored an Ohio Valley
record 47 touchdowns and finished with 282 points, which is second best all-time in the Ohio Valley, trailing
only Jack Simons of New Cumberland, who scored 288 poinis in 1919,

Wilson, a four-year letterman, finished his prep career with 6,162 yards, but 5,624 of those came during his junior
and senior seasons since he played primarily on defensive during his first two seasons. For his career, he scored 93
touchdowns and 564 points, with all but seven TDs and 44 poinis came during his junjor and senior seasons.

Wilson took his play to another level when the postseason rolled around. He set all-time West Virginia records
with 1,671 yards and 23 touchdowns in seven playoff games. Included is a single-game record of 327 yards. In
R 1998 state fitle game against Dupont, Wilson ran for 230 yards and two scores.

Quincy Wilson Wilson won nearly every postseason award imaginable. He was named Gatorade State Player of the Year and
shared the Kennedy Award with Nitro’s J.R. House after he finished fourth in the balloting as a junior. He was
named first-team all-State twice and captained the All-Valley team and was twice named all-OVAC. He also played basketball at Weir High.

After accepting a scholarship to West Virginia University, Wilsen fought his way up the depth chart and through a medical redshirt before burst-
ing onto the scene in a big way in 2003. He ran for 1,380 yards and 12 touchdowns en route to being named WVU’s Offensive MVP and won the
team’s award for all-around excellence, Wilson played in 44 games at WVU, running for 2,608 yards and 20 TDs. He also caught 20 balls.

Wilson was then selected in the seventh round as the 219th player taken by the Atlanta Falcons. He was released and eventually signed with
the Cincinnati Bengals, with whom he spent parts of four seasons. He was also drafted in the inaugurai UFL Draft by the Florida Tuskers.

Ashley Battle

Ashley Batile {Linsly School, Class of 2000). When asked to name ihe greatest girls’ basketball players in Ohio
Valley history, this former Lady Cadets’ name is always one of the first mentioned. And for good reason,

Battle arrived on the Linsly campus at the urging of some of her family and friends to get her away from the
rough section of her hometown of Pittsburgh. She went to Linsly to take an admissions test prior to entering
high school and seemingly the rest was history,

When she arrived at Linsly, the girls” baskethall team was struggling, but she helped turn that around quickly
and eventually led Linsly to an undefeated season in 1998-99,

At Linsly, she became the school’s all-time leader in numerous statistical categories, including points (1,532),
rebounds (823), assists (385) and steals (371).

She was named OVAC Class A Player of the Year four consecutive seasons and was a three-time all-State
pick in West Virginia,

After receiving countless tecruiting letters, Battle eventually chose to continue her career at the University of § _
Connecticut over the likes of Duke, Penn State and Stanford. = :

At UComn, she joined with Dianna Taurasi and Maria Conlon and helped iead the Lady Huskies to three Ashley Battle
NCAA National Championships, including an undefeated season in 2003,

Battle was a standout on the defensive end of the floor as evidenced by the fact that she won the Big East Defensive Player of the Year award,
but she also scored 1,000 career points.

Battle, who owns a degree in marketing and economics from UConn, was drafied by Seattle in the second round of the 2005 WNBA Drafi.
She then signed with the New York Liberty of the WNBA in 2006 and she also spent time playing for Seaitle and San Antonio. All told, she
appeared in 142 WNBA Games and averaged five points per game. She also played professionally in Spain in 2007 and 2008.
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Legends of OVAC member schoals honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before -
their school became a member of the conference. o

Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Ohio distance running scene while setting
school 1,600- and 3,200-meter school records which remain on the books.

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-meter ranner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books.
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed second in the state meet 2-mile run.

As a senior, Bentz was undefeated in cross country and track while setting an Ohio two-mile record. He eamed All-America status by placing
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge, La.

Recruited by the University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country sensons, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972
NCAA title. In track, his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed te 11 SEC titles in four cross country
and track seasons while earning All-SEC honors.

Charles (Punque) Cartledge (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of
Fame and the initial honoree in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a 22-
year record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40.

His teams outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst loss ever, 68-0, in 1931. That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame
chendls George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from around Ohio and western
Pennsylvania.

In a pre-playoff era, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times (1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads,

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Camegie College freshmen. They
had 35 shutouts in 4g6 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts.

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team,

As_ a high school senior (1911-12}, he captained Big Red football, basketball and baseball teams and was a foothall quarterback. He died in 1978,

Jim Jordan (Chester Hiﬁh Scheol, Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class
West Virginia Ail-Stale team after leading Chester to p 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional tournament, were to 26-1 record state
champion Wheeling High.

In five years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St. Marys
(Md.) College, he was the leading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Conference.

He enrolled at the University of North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second team and first team All-America honors in two
seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC tenm finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All-
Southem Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the rafiers
of the Dean Smith Center.

Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats® 1947 NIT title team and the 1948
NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall of Famer and All-American, Alex Groza of Martins Ferry. Both Groza and Jordan were later
selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The Intelligencer.

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years.

Casimir M{{;flinSki (Steubenville High School, Class of 1941). In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big
Red team, the final one for fellow OVAC egend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge.

He entered West Point in the last pre-World War Il class and under the stepped-up wartime program, he graduated in three years with a B.S. in
engineering.

e serveg as captain of the 1943 Army team and earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named to every first team All-America selec-
tion as o 6-foat, 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award us the nation’s outstanding lineman in 1943.

After graduation in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952, In 1956, he became head of the

Physical Education Department at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh.
e was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977.

Myslinski died in $)963.

Norman (Wild Man) Willey (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley’s most prominent product of the old six-ran
football teams at the smaller enrollment schools,

The 6-foot-2, 225-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for the Tornades.

After high school,%e eorolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College, where he
played football and basketball.

A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he played eight seasons from 1950-
57. He was n two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a member, along with Reggie White, as a defensive end on the All-Time Eagles’ honor roll.

Willey is credited as the reason the NFL started charting defensive sacks after it was reported he was unofTicially credited with 17 sacks against
Nexé.r Yor]k Giants’ quarterback Charley Conerly on Oct. 26, 1952. He earned the nickname “Wild Man™ from his pass rushing resulting in opponents’
yardage losses,

An Fnductf:c into the Marshall and West Virginia State Sports Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove with a “Norman Wiiley Day” on Sept.
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming “Home of Wild Man Willey” were erected at the entrance to the town as well s at Valley High Schoal.
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Ken Alessi (Class of 2004)

Tim Anderson (Class of 2009)

Sam Andy (Class of 2007)

Wendy Baker (Class of 2006)
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010)

Nick Bedway (Class of 2007)
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010)
Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Class of 2006)
David Bosley (Class of 2009)

Less Browne (Class of 2010)

Fred Bruney (Class of 2010)

Ed Burgy (Class of 20006)

Bob Burton (Class of 2005)

Gene Cattane (Class of 2007)
Mark Cisar (Class of 2008)

Marty Coyne (Class of 2009)

John Craig (Class of 2008)

Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008)
Harold 'Doc’ Daugherty (Class of 2009)
Bill Davies (Class of 2010)

Dee Davis (Class of 2005)

Jose Davis (Class of 2007)

Mike Dawson (Class of 2009)

Rick DeLuca (Class of 2010}

Doug Donley {Class of 2004)
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004)
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008)
Larry Duck (Class of 2010)
Richard 'Dick' Edge (Class of 2009)
Chris Enochs {Class of 2007)

John ‘Fuzzy’ Iilliez (Class of 2005)
Don Fleming (Class of 2007)

Gene Ford (Class of 2009)

Geno Ford (Class of 2004)

Joe Fortunate (Class of 2007)

Jim Foti (Class of 2004)

Bob Gain (Class of 2006)

Joey Galloway (Class of 2005)
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004)

Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005)

Cal Giffin (Class of 2006)

Chester Grossi (Class of 2005)
Alex Groza (Class of 2005)
Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Class of 2006)
John ‘Streaky’ Haloszka (Class of 2010)
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010)
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009)

Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004)
John Havlicek (Class of 2004)

Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008)
Walter Heil (Class of 2005)

Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007)
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004)
Chuck How]eir (Class of 2005)
Dou%_lHuff (Class of 2005)

Bob Hummell (Class of 2006)
Jennifer Hyland-Brown {Class of 2007)
Bill Jobko (Class of 2009)

Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010)
Donna Joseph {Class of 2007)

Fom Keane (Class of 2008)
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009)

OVAC Hall of Fame

Gallery of Previous Inductees

Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008)
George Kovalick (Class of 2004)
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008)
Bob Kelley (Class of 2007)
Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008)
Earl Klevins (Class of 2007)
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Class of 2009)
John Leon (Class of 2007)
Ron Mauck (Class of 2006)
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004)
Bo McConnau%hy (Class of 2007)
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005)
Dick Miller (Class of 2005)
Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009)
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009)
Nick Mumley (Class of 2008)
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005)
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004)
A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004)
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006)
Joe Niekro (Class of 2010)
Phil Niekro {Class of 2006)
Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009)
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006)
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004)
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008)
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008)
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004)
Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Class of 2004)
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006)
Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Class of 2004)
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007)
John Reger (Class of 2007)
Evan Reese (Class of 2004)
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008)
i(/lyle Rose {Class of 2010)

ike Sherwood (Class of 2005)
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006)
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006)
Terry Snively (Class of 2005)
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009)
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004)
John Stephenson (Class of 2010)
Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008)
George Strager (Class of 2005)
Don Sutherin (Class of 2010)
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006)
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010)
Brian Swisher {Class of 2005)
Bill Thomas (Class of 2008)
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009)
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005)
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004)
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005)
Charles ‘Chuck’ Watt (Class of 2010)
Billy West (Class of 2006)
Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams(Class of 2004)
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006)
Otis Winston (Class of 2009)
Mike Wright {Class of 2010)
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008)
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Samuel A. Mumley (OvAC ‘Family’)

Samasel A. Mumizy (Benwood Union High School) served two terms — covering a
total of 32 years — uexmﬂv:mumzljnfdrﬂmVﬂkyAmkﬂchfum.
During the second term which lasted uetil bis death in 1999, Mumley fielped resroc
the bi-state league from the brink of baoknupicy (o ils current standing # one of the grest
high school conferences in the entire country.

Some of the many highlights from bls stewasdstrip included: Helping 10 cstablish the
OVAC Foundation a9 & rajyor fund- arm for the conference; ing NCAA
:crﬁﬁctgﬂm for the Rudy M‘u;lcy Srn.}%t OVI CAI]-Sl.ar %ﬂmﬁi
major financial spotsors W sipport Al P(O?m. i Banquet

.mlwud.qdhmmm}pmm:mm Lll)l.udemgachqun and

- G
proviges more than $20,000 mmneal] i Establishing the all-star baskeiball pame which was Iajer
Tenate:) az A, Mumiey OVACAII-SwBuknball(ﬁmlc‘

M 5 to a cafl of went be tic OYAC aa he was one of the founders of the Wheeling

mVugJiuhnmlechampmcﬂﬂpfoﬂhaﬂmnﬂthbeﬁug

Stadium since 1994. Ho also helped secure the West Virginda state soccer o the city.
Fivc ycara after hiy the #on of aotber one of his dreams occumred whet si alifcial grass playin
unface was imstalled ot Wheeling Eiland Stadiom.

Al Twards wene pever i Lo Muraley, be was the reclpdent of oumerous hooors. The major
awards presenied o bim Included: Mational Federntion of Offleinls Outianding Service Award; Dapper
BDan Man of the > OVAC Man of the Year; and Quistanding West Vioginlan,

Hemalmml!uﬁkh]forﬂym,unaulsmmadl.mhk:ﬁclmimmdnﬂuicdhnctufnm

area schools, including Cameron, Linsly School and 8t. Clainville, He was also a trainer st his college

elma mater, the Universdty of nlong with the Washington Redskina and Philade] Eagles,
Mumley served on the state of Ohio of Equi .wunmcmherol’l]wSl.C]nh‘svi]kBmdglﬂ.
and & special linlson for the Mental Retardation and School of Hope.

George Kovalick (0vAC ‘Family’)

George E., Kowalick (Brid High Schook), lzed a3 the “father” of high
school wrestling in the Chio . Kovalick previous| been hooomd with  mem-
bcnhiphlnumuuhaﬂlu{fm,hrludlngthmcm;{unmuﬂvmh ; the Ohio
Valle: Coucb:sAswd.lum;lU:ﬂnchin Valley Cluly, West Libersty
; Ohio Athiletle Directors and the Ohlo Wresiling of Fame.

Kovalic] mmlmindmﬂtfmwr:l?m(lﬂbldtb:prml ious OVAC Wiestling
Canyultiees prestigious “Mr, Mat & ."mhnnrgjv:nwmunﬁtylnmindiﬁdm]fw

i % to the sport of wrestling.

Kov. dirorted 0 ptwmi,nl’oo&ul].lm:bﬂllmdlmﬂln at both the

intercolleplae and levels during an enoemomly- I 28-yeor

coaching career.

the athktes be titored m echoal or college were all-time Ohio Valley greats John Haviicek,
mw?mm.mmnﬁluﬁ In baschell, Kvahck conched tic Hillioppar to the 1964 NAL.
basehall b ip, the only mw]uuc:vucnpunullgllnmmﬂ.}{: ey hod West Virginia
Intereoli Alhl:d:Cmfumdmr?ﬁrm}dpmuum i in foottall, wrexiling and baseha]l,
Kov Dot ouly was ono of the lounders of the OVAC Wrexlling Tourtiament, but his Bridgepart
lers won the first seven conference ¢ i 'p.h!%g,wﬁ'uﬂumhpmmau?bi
g the flrs school outlde the Cleveland area since 1942 (o win sa Ohio state wrestling Gtle cince 94

to win en Chio siate wrestling ttle since. He coached nix individua cate 8.

Kovalickds other OVAC coaching stops were at Motundsville, Bellalre sod Weir kigh schonls, His 1973
WCirnghfom]n]Jmwmunal:mmrri.hﬂngmﬁmﬂmkinﬂpmuwmrmnl.ﬂcmhmd
from coaching in 1978 but then served as ic direcior s Bellaire wntil the time of his death in 1984,

chasogACBueba]lDirmmfmrmnyyw:mdnl&udknctcdﬂucmfm‘nmlchampimﬂﬂp

event.
Alng with his grear coaching Enowledge, Kovalick was also recognized a3 8 marvelous competitor,
mkuﬂgtumgmhulndnmngﬁhmuﬂ‘-:uwathyfum.

Y
State

Bill Van Horne Media)
Bill Van Horne (Martlm Ferry High Schml),mthcg?nofoh}o Valley sports-

writers during & newspapey carrer thal spamed .

Van Home was sports editor of The TImes Leader for arud the Wheeling
News-Register for 28 years, duriog which time he was by his pecrs g3 the
most infomutionsl and influentis] wriler in Ohio Vailey himory,

His work with the OVAC over the years was ly
of the wreadirig, track and feid acd cross-country, Yan Harne was the second recip
ufwrr_n.lin_lp's“hrlr.Mm"Awmdiu 1977 ad be sl received the Calvin Giffin
Memorial Track Award.

mpe;nforevamuknﬂrwhedingmmunmtmmogdm
West Virginia "feanly Open and the (now defimct) Wheeling LPGA Classic
! {n our area_ His also was a factar in the griryc:n b{
F Tromen., mg Blues and Wheeling (now the g Nailen),

oothrll, baskethafl hockey scam.
wards and houors were hestowed on Van Horoe. The Ul OhinVllleIL D Club
nnnrdhlmMmufchm[nIWJ;hwukcmduu:“fqquinin%wﬂunf threx titnes;
i Maorehouse inl Award for cootributiona in sponswiilog dirou Mmumtain

andl way teTa .
to be clecicd 1o the Football Writers Board of Directors. He
chainman for the Hejsman Tropby eclection ittee,

Cal Pokas (Media)
Ca! Pokny (Bellsice H) Schmﬂ)wmuuhuglginﬂz:pmnwﬁﬂn feasion who
whhmhwdhmuudnrﬁ%ﬂmﬂmmmﬂ Mnmof&:m%l:mtrmm
OWI T

per . who died in , was employed for ) at The Tires Leader, incloding
29 memarshle years Tor Cido Val fan 0y the sports editor. He also was assistact
sports editor, 1 pal sreporter and Marting Ferry City Fditor, Bven afier
L Cal 10 contribute to ‘s SpOns pages with his week-
ME)’:mﬂr&mﬁ“uﬂuﬂmMDﬁom personally iaw o jt

Footbalt Al-Star Classic, along with
also werved oi & iedia relations com-

veas conmmésaboner of the Ohio
the world of R H}crmmls
vl Service Commission for 32 yeary undil his death.
presented Service

his career ond he devoted och

2

the Chio S| Wrlters Association, ood
i it ok coummmaniy

United Press
6 and be was

Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Cosches)

Richard L. *Dick™ Poity finished his carcer a3 the Ohio Valkey's all4ime winningest
basketball coach whh 582 crreet victoriea.

Lndm:h:llnmﬂrﬂhio]-[ighSch:anlllomelnI953byﬂ!0hi.n::ﬁh5dxnl

Craches Association, Potts coached n total of 40 seasons, all of which where
spent In Monme County. He began 1o 1951 et Bethel High School. Hiv 1937
Blackhawka camoe out of the Mowroo County hills at toumarhent tme and advanced all
the way 10 the Ohlo Class A statc finals where they lost by a single point. A1 the time
the school had just 13 boys la grades ninc trough’ £2 and afl but one of the male stu-
dents wa oo the baskeiball team.

1o seven ot Bethel, his trams won more than 21} games five tmes, including the 27-2 miracls team
that played in the state tourmament,

When the schood was taken into the Skyvie consolidation after the ‘58 campaign, Potls was named conch
of the Gokden Hawks where be spent four years before moving on to River High Ui 1963, He rerained at the
Piots” belm through the 1991 season,

The fonmer Hannibal High School athlete was named in 1981 as the tecipient of the igious Ofrio Paut
Walker Award, given in memory of Jetry Lucas' high school coach st , Otrio. Walker waa the
Buckeye Stae's afl-4lme wismingest coach.

T'hcmvyvmn,Pmm&:meVACcm:hmr:ﬂlmmwmplawwinbask:ﬂnﬂ,mldﬁnal}m
goal with & win over Mooroe County rival Woodsficld in 1953,

Considered & master strategist and teacher of the game, Poits may have been a his beat dusieg critical
situations in post-eeasan play. His teams won scven cyertime toumarmcst games, including a nine-OT win
echicved by River ageinst Morgan In Clats AA sertional play.

Jim Foti ¢Coaches)

. He Mty s oo el i e Y o Wheeine, Weok Vgl poem
EALONS,
Writers Association, Upper Ohio Valley Dapn%cr Den Clab and John Carrofl
Univensity's Halls of Fame.

Fotl, a natlve of Jamestown, N.Y', came (o the nrea in 1942 after hav |
E.riehg‘:a.)]’mp.}{ccm:{ndhmkﬂhallat Wheeling Ceniral ic and
Bellaire., Overall, Fol posted 466 vanity baskethall victories, sll but 26 coming &
OVAC schoobs. He coached Warwood High 1o uvenWthEin;]gmn] champ-
onships and his 1967 Viking squad woen the staws tilke, In 1976_ hia 0 l-ygi.rulhud
cotch amd the last scason before the Ohio , s Vikings

- adveoced to the sipte toumament sernifinals before g climinated. The 1975 team played in the stake
H ip geme. He had five W.¥a. Catholle tiide-wicning tamm at Wheeling Ceotral end guided his
B 1933 T vt o 3 et

cbamfmnlﬂpaiu visiona. i
ﬁa Larmdntmm_[ il Central, which lost by a polnt whike playing in the Easken Catholic
at Newport, R
Foli'e It coaching carecr produced ancher 124 victories, incliding & 99-106-3 record st Warwood,
wh:mlheﬂmAAldmgmladdbdwhh laying onc of the most competitive schedules In the soea. His
1943 Wheeling Cetral football team went 9-1 and gained a Stee| Bowl berih, where it lost 8 2019 thriller 1o
Rochester, Pa., ot Stevheny
mﬁo}lﬁalwcm{:dwuﬂmfnnkmlhﬂﬂmufmmymmbcdﬁmwMﬂlh:gPuﬂumm194?
Falmdmdwmﬂwmwdjn%mudndnghudhﬂn
were Junes “Dubie” Dailey and Bliy Gomopers, both of w
. former WYU and Dalfas Co

McCoaville, Alsbama; Schoetz,
In the development of Chuck How
baskethall standouts Bob Ayers « Bill Kennedy (Arizona State}

carcer. Among the Central standouts

went oo to pley st Notre Dame; Juck

westemn. Al Warnood he bad a role

* great. Bob Dunlevy (WYU), and
Greg Church (Army).

Evan Reese (omciats)

Evan Reese (Follansbee High School) served as am arcs high school and coilege
arbiter for twore than 50 years. He abso officinted football In the Canadian League, the
Uniled Football 1eague and the West Virginla Tntercoilegiate Athletle Conference.

Rexse wes OVAC Commissioner for both foothall and basketbatl officlals and be
was president of the Wesr Virginda Intercollegiate Athlatic Confarence (WVIAC)
officials in both sports. He warked numerous state and conference toumement cham-
pionship events throwghout his long and stodied carser,

Recse also was & member of the West Virginis Secoadary Schools Activities . i
Commlsslon Advisory Board and he was sccretary of the Eastern District Board of
Foolball arxl Basketball (Wflcials, Foc many years, he was ou the baskethall mikes committee io the Enstem
Diatrict

Tuda‘y‘n Otido Valley officials remember Evan as someone who had a tremendous influence oo op-and
coming neferees.

J
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A. Wilson Murray (Oficial)

A, Wilsen Murray (Wheeling High School) officiated high school basketbali, foot-
ball, bisebalt and track for 30 years, from 1946 through 1975. He actually began his
officiating carcer in 1942, the year after he graduated from Whesling High Schoul.
Murray entered the service in 1942 and did not return home until the after World War
1K bt eneded.

He workes! niumerous sectional, district. regional and finals in Ohio, West Virginia
and Pennsybvania. He also officiated basketball for 12 years in the Mid-Amencan
Conference and the West Virginia Tnsercollegiate Athletic Confesence. Mumay was a
referce in tbe old United Football League in the days of the Wheeling Ironmen
professionat football tearn,

He served on the OVAC Exccutive Board and served for 14} years as the commissioner of the bi-state
league’s hasketball officiais. He later was appointed the OVAC’s commissioner of foothall officials, a post
Tie fiebdd from 1977 until retiding in 1985, In 1977, be was elected treasuser of the Okio High School Athletic
Association’s Commissiosers,

Muray officiated six West Virginia state 1ourngments and two WVIAC soumamests. The former City of
Whecling Fressurer was a three-year football snd busketbail letterman at Wheeling High School. He played
o the Wildcats' 1940 state championship basketball icom.

Amang the awards he was presented were: Ohic High School Athletic Association's Meritorious Award
(1970; & West Virgimia Sccondary School’s Activities Commission Award for bis contributions to officiat-
ing in fhe Mountain State; Hororary Life Membership i the Ohio Vailey Board of Approved Basketbalt
CHeficeals {E981); OVAC Excmplary Service Award (1981). and an Upper Ohio Valley Dupper Dan Clah
Achievement Award (13823, In 1989, he was selected as the First recipiem of the Bobby Dawson Haskethall
OTicials’ Awaril presenizd at the Samuel A. Mumley QVAL Charity Dasketball Classic,

Ken Alessi (Athtete - 19405)

Hen Alessi (Yorkville High School} was a 5-7, £55-pound basketball guard from
1947-44. He stifl holds two all-time OVAC scoring records — 1,142 points in 32 games
14 # senior and a career per-game point average of 31.0 for 66 games.

He was the Ticst OVAC plager to score 2,600 career points (2047) after avesaging a
then-record 357 poists 2 gume and setting o mark of 70 points, inclsding 31 goals,
against Shadyside as a 1948-39 serior, That effort prompted the rational exposive in
“Ripley’s Believe-1i-Or-Not."

He also scored 63 points vs. Adera and 55 points vs. Dillonvale in back-to-back
games. Fn one game, he converied 16 straight free throws As a junier, Alessi scored 843
points in 30 games.

A two-time All-OVAC Cluss A and All-Ohio Class B honoree, he was the leading vote-getter in 49 when
he was selected Ohio’s Class B Player of the Year.

A three-spon prep standout, he was an All-Eastern Ohio football player as o two-way back and kicker, and
he was a shortstep-pitcher in baseball.

Recrited by West Virginia University. he played three seasons { 1950-521 and was the stuting polnt guerd
twa years. e led the team i assists a5 a sophomore while playiag with 6-9 All-Amesica Mark Workman.

In 1551, ke scored 23 points ina home win over Wake Forest and tallicd 18 ina77-73 luss at Duke, which
featured All-America guard Dick Groat, s future Pittshurgh Pirate inficller.

Alessi served as head basketbali coach the final 12 seasons (1961-72) for almu mater Yorkville High before
consolidation. His best team went 18-3 i 1962 and his £970 team won an OVAC Class A crown. The 70
team Ceatured Chuck Saus, who would surpass Alessi's carcer point total.

John Havlicek (Athlete - 19505)

John Havlicek (Bridgeport High Schoot, Class of 19583 was a three-sport high school
honoree for the Bulldogs who laler became one of Ohio State’s basketball greats and
was selected one of the 50 preatest NBA players.

In kigh school, the 6-5, 180-pounder was a two-time AI-OVAC Class AA baskethall
performer ns well as All-Ohio Class A. The Bulklogs won the OVAC AA crown in 1958,

‘An exceifent rebounder and passer, be also scored |,594 carcer points in 59 gemes and
averaged more than 3{1 poimts per game the last wo scasons. He led the OVAC in
seorig as a junior with a 31.9-point normm, including a school record 53 in a 183191
oveptime win over Cadiz,
He E!ayud in the Dhio Norsh-South All-Star game with Jerry Lucas. The two fater led
Ohio Staie 10 theee straight NCAA champions| ig%;!.mes incliding a title their sophemose season of 1960.

He was an All-Eastem Ohip shortstop on two OVAC championship baseball tenms and hatied over 400, He
also starced in American Legion buseball and later played first base Tor Ohio State,

In_fpotball, the AU—OW\E quaricrback was recruited by several colleges including Ohio State and West

Virginia.
%‘ Chio State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his three vassity baskethall seasons and he twice eamed All-
}llﬁ']‘cn Conference honors, i
avlicok was the No. 1 draft cheice of the NBA Boston Celtics znd was also selected by the NFL Cieveland
Hrowns even though he vever played in college. He played a few exhibition games as a wide receiver with the
Bq:;t;s belore porting to the Celtics, where he would become team captadn and have his No. 17 jersey
1.

retired.

Nicknamed “Hondo”, Havlicek retired in 1978 after 16 NBA seasons including cight Celtic championships.
A 13-time All-Bias, he i3 the Celtics” all-thme leading scorr (2_6,395{puims and was the ficst NDA player to
score 1 [X) poises in 16 consccutive seasons and, when he retired, Havlicek had played more regular season
pames than unﬁunc in hism?«. His cureer game averages were 2.8 points, 6.3 rebounds and 4.8 assists,

Besides the Dasketbal] Hall and National High School Hall, he is a member of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan and Ohijo Staie Halts of Fume.

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete - 19505)

Bill Muzerosk (Warren Consolidiuted High School , Class of 1954} is best known
for his baseball feats, kit the 5-11 baskethall conter afso led the OVAC [n scozing with
a 27.6 jrer garme average as 2 senior and was a twa-time All-OVAC roundball selection
and three-year basketbalt stacter. He eamed second team Al-Ohio Class A recognition
as 0 scnlos.

A four-year baschall stzndout as a shoristop-pitcher, Mazeroski led Warren
Cuonsolidated o the 1953 Ohio Class A (largest class) haseball finals before falling.
2-F to Cigteinnati Purceli. Mazeroski pitched  fous-hitter in a losing cause.

The athlete, known as “Catfish’” us n youth and “Maz” during his pro playing days,
Ted Warren Consolidated to four straight OVAC Ohio-side baseball titles. The team was
couched by Al Burazio.

Signed by the Pittshurch Pirates out of high school and sumimer, sandlot baseball, the Rush Run native
was in the major leagues jo 1956 and became a 18)-time All-Star second baseman from 19356-72 with the
National League team. He won eight of the fisst 10 second base Gold Glovz fielding awands,

He played in 2,163 games and collected 2416 hits but his best kuown feat is hitiing game seven 1960
World Serics winning home run versus the New York Yankees, He still holds some major leagee fiekling
records for double plays and assists, The Pitey retired his jersey No. 9.

Mazeraski was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 2001 and alse is enshrined in the Upper Ohio
Valley Thapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Bascball Hall and the Pennaylvania Sports Hall.

Huckeye Local High School, n consofidation which includes Mazeroski's alma mater, named its high
school field in his horior and a section of Route 7 near his Rush Run childbood home north of Filtonsville ks
known as “Bill Mazeroski Highway”

Bobby Douglas (Athlete - 19605)

Bobby .Dmgias (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1961) was a_thive-sport high school
standout el the first wrestier ko win four OVAC individual championships. He bezame the
first black athlete to win an Ohio state mat crown (1939} when he enerzed os the 112-
poursd itlist, He then Finishedt thind in the 1964 state tourmament 2nd won the 127-pound
crown as a senior,

_An AB-OVAC foatball player and the conference Class AA captain as a 140-pound nun-
ing back in 1960, Douglas als0 ag 4 staster 0 baseball. )

c wrestled two years at West Liberty Staw Coi]egn, winning an NATA championship
umd E_L‘u:ing second o the NCAA. He then sransforred 1o Oidahoma State, where be won
the Big Eaght Conference [47-potnd title. The team never lost a dual meet with Douglas
ik the ﬁncup nat captured a pair of conferznce titles slong with the 1964 NCAA 1cam tille.

Alsozaa itor, he won five natonal championskips and 2 pair of U.5. D}i}'m i Trials fitles. He had a

corspet 2
Fourth-place Euuhenwiﬁhl finish at the 1964 Tokyo Olympics und be captained the US. Freestyle team at the 1963
gumes m Mexico € meneil the vation’s outstinding wrestler in 1970 ~ he year ke retired — Douglas cormpiled

ity.
a cureey revond of 1();“] 7-7{953). He was rupner-up ot the World Chammpionships thar year.,

Still recognized as one of the nation's oulstanding wrestling coaches, Dougles bas been at the Towu State
University helm for B4 years and became just the fourth Division 1 mentor to reach the 400-victory plateay in
January of 2003, He coached the Cycloncs o 16 top-19) at the national finals. He also had mnnes-up teamms in 1996,
2000 apd 2002, In 2000, he was sélectod the Notional Wrestling Coach of the Year. He has produced six nationzl
champions, 17 conference titlists and 25 All-Americans at Towa State, Before tuking over the Cyclones” program.
Dougtas built a d%nasly at Arizona State. Trom 197592, he grided ASU to nine conference title and nine 10p-10
NC.EA tewm fiis es._lqcludinﬁéhc‘scluml's first national championship in 1988, While with the Sun Devils, he
hiad three national individual tite winners, 37 confirence champs und 58 Ali-Americans,

He was head coach of the 1992 U S Olympic freesiyle team that competed in Barcelona, Spain. Al 10 of his
\rkmg_tlm lu%lgumong the top £0 iz Lhelr Tespective weight classes. Douglas has been an the U5, coaching staff

i Five olner ICS.

Dnu§§as was inducted into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame, the NAIA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Ohio

Hall of ¥ame ad the Arizona State Hall of Fume.

Allan Hornyak (Athlete - 1960s)

Atlan Horeyak (St Jehn Central !-Ii%h Schioul, Class of 1969} was best known as a
record-sclting 40-point per game scorer his last two baskethali seasons, but the lefthander
alse was a threesport standout performer 25 a football quarterback and fisst buseman-
pitcher jn baseball,

6-1, 185-pound lony-range shooting guard in the era prior to the thice-poinicr,
Homyak led the OVAC aed the state of Ohio in scoring his last two seasons with an all-
time OVAC record 42.7 average as a junior plus a 41 93 senior norm,

As a junior, ke scomsd 812 points in 19 ganes, including 295 poals aund 222-0f-272 free
hrows. In his senior year, he tallied 923 points in 22 games with 346 goals and 23}-0f-
296 free throws.

The two-time AFOVAC and All-Ohio cager set the OVAC record of B6 points, inclad-
ing 40 goals, in a 1969 win over Tiltonsviile and he scored 61 points the next night against rival Beliaire,

He scored at least 50 points in 2 game 14 times and ended his 80-game carcer with athen OVAC record 2,385
puints. The [rish won back-to-hack OVAC Cluss AA hasketball tities including a 20-2 oversll meecord ju §968.

His scoring efforts resulted in articles in Sporf magnzine, the New York Ties and S[;‘nrfs Iilusirated 'Faces
in the Crowd,’ Hornyak earscd Scholastic Coaeh All-America honors asid his No, 20 home basketball jersey
was retired by the school.

In footbal, St. Tokhn's also won an OVAC crows with a 9-4 record in 1968, with Homyak sy ae AR-OVAC
guarterback. He passed for 14 touchdowns that season,

Reervited for baskethall by numerous cotleges, he (H':Lnd for The Ohio State Uaiversity where he Jed the
Buckeyes in scoring three straight years and eurned Al-Big Ten Conference henars each year and All-America
rocpyrition 43 a senior. ) . .

He left OSU as the school’s fourth sil-time career scorer with 1,572 points in 6% games and is a member of
The Ohie State Elniversity Sports Hall of Fame,

Hormyak was the second round pick, and 26th overzll, of ihe NBAs Cleveland Cavaliers. He was also
drafied by the ABA Iniflana Pacers in the fifth round, but didn't compete in the pro ranks.

Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams (Atilete - 1960s)

Ren “Fritz” Williams (Weir High, Class of 1964) was a four-year, three-sport stand-
wut for the Red Ritess. He fed Weir to three straight state Class AAA title games includ-
ing 4n tnbeaten 1962 roguiar scason, swo stale Tunncr-ups and a state tille in 1963 (a
three-vear recard of 62-8). 'The theee-yoar AN-OVAC and All-West Virzinia Class AAA
basketball player was alsa an Al-OVAC end All-West Virginia foothall end in (963 and
the OVf\{i unil West Virginia Region 1 sprint champion in the 100, 220 and 44)-yard
events in 2

"The 6-3, [83-pound Williams was the first Alrican-American Lo be named first kcam
All-West Virginia in basketbalt and (Jn}jy the fourth person in history 1o be pamed first
{earm all-state theee times. He scored 2,703 career points - then an OVAC ‘big schoof’
record - and averaged 30.9 a3 a senfor and 30.1 as a junior. He scored a school-recond
55 points against East Liverpoct. He was named All-Amesica by Ferade amd Scholastic Coach magazines.

R?ﬂliams wa s regalar end on the 1961 Class AAA state chamfpionship football team snd was all-state and
Scholastic Cpuch Ali-America us a senlor.

He played oa bwo OVAC Class 3-A title baskethall teams (1962 and *64} and the 1962 OVAC track cham-
pioaship squad. The fisst Afnicun-American recrudted 1o play basketball at West Virginia University. he still
ks senson and career assist recarls while averaging 211 points for bis career — sixth best in history and
eading the tem in scoring and assists three yeas, Snl ¢ two WV players ~ Jemry West and “Hot Rod”
Hundley — combined for mose points and assists than Hiams, o three-lime All-Southern Conference hon-
aree and a second term All-American.

"Fhe: two-time feam captain is a member of the All-Time WVU team (1966-75 cra) and has been inducicd
inte the WYU Sﬁ:ons Hall of Fame as well as the West Virginia S‘?Dns “Hali” and the Upper Ohic Valley
Dapper Dun ‘Halt’. He was the ninth overall NHAdmftgick in 1968 by the San Francisco Warriors and was
alsty drafied in the ABA §ifth round by the New Orieans Buccaneers, Despite not playing college football, he
is upe of onfy two OVAC products to be drafted both by the NBA and NFL (Dailas Uowboys, 14th round).

Williams played eight NBA scasons ~five with he Warrirs, two with the Milwaukee Bucks and one with
the Los Anaeles Lakers, He scored 4,797 carzer points and had 1,818 career assists. He died, at age 59, on
\A“pﬁl 4, X at his home i California, The road near his Weirten childhood home named *Ron (Frit)
illiams Boulevard,”

Doug Donley (amiete - 1970s)

Duug Donley (Cambridge High School, Class of 1977} was o mm‘e-spmt standout,
excelling in foothal}, track znd basketball and carning the nickname *“White Lighming”
for his blazing spoed.

On the gridiron, Donley was a three-year leiterman at ninning back for the Bobeats,
Fnishing with a carcer total of 2,572 rushing yards. He also bad 226 e‘ards receiving and
14128 vards in Xiek returns for a carcer all-purpose yardage total of 3,826 yarls 10 go
with 3§ TDs,

Doxley's foothall accofades included fisst team AN-Obio Class AAA (1976) by both
The Associated Press and United Press Iuernational; Eastern District Class AAA
“Player of the Yenr” (1976); and Frst ieam AI-OVAC Class 4.4 (1976).

Tn track, Dorley wes the OVAC Class 4-A championship in the long jump as a junicr (1976) with a leap
of 23 ft. 2.5 in, and was a double-winner at the conferenes fmeet as a senior (1977) - winning the fong jump
{21-10.75 nad she 220-vurd dash (22.4 seconds}, helping the Bobcuts to the OVAC feam title,

ﬁke eaned Al-Eastesn District in the 100-yard dash and was recognized as a high school All-American in
track.

Alsp a standout in basketball, Donley wus hampered by a shoulder fnjury but still managed to score 10 point
per contest and bad a school-record 1 7-assist game.,

Widely recruited for footbafl, Donley attended The Dhio State University and camed Frst team All-Big Ten
and henerable tmention All-America accalades at wide receiver (1980). He ranks among the Buckeyes™ all-tioe
Teading receivers in several categories, including career yards per catch 21,2, second); yandage {2,252, fousth),
touchdawns {16, fifth); and receptions (106, tied for ninthy. He led the team in receptions from 1978-80.

Ponley was a second round draft cholee of the Dalfas Cowbays in 1981, playing four years in the NFL. He
caupht 35 passes for 898 yards and four TT)s,

Ticlucted into the Cambridge High School Hall of Fame, Donley is president of Advantage Golf Tournament
Services in Addison, Texas.
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Tim Spencer (Athlete - 1970s)

Tim Spencer (St. Clairsvilic High Schoof, Class of 1879) ranks with the greatest
renning backs ever to grace Ohio Valley high school gridirons. Spencer — who plied his
traule for legendary coach George Strager — rushed for seme 3,144 yards and 50 touck-
downs. He scored 338 points during his Red Devil gridl career.

As a seior, the Farede All-American paincd 1,670 yords and scored 28 touchdowns
while his junior numbers totaled 1,28 rushing vards and 18 touchdowns. Spencer’s top
prep gume came as a senior when he rushed for 306 yards and scored six touchdowns
agamst Martins Ferry. All told, he scored 40 points in that comtest.

He was awarded AMOVAC and AH-Obio football henors {ollowing his junior and
senior scasons.

Spencer also played basketball and ran track for the Red Devils, excelling in the 100- and 200-meters.

After his prep days, Spencer matricalated to Columbus to play for Caach Earle Bruce's (hio State Buckeyes.

The 61, 210-powsder was a thiree-vear stater for the Buckeyes. He finished his career with 3,553 yands
which stifl ranks thind on Ohio State’s ali-time rushing charts.

Spencer Jed the Big Ten in rushing as a senior with 1,371 yards, eighth best in the nation. He was accorded
All-Big Ten honors swice and was a second-team UPL ANl-American selection os a senior.

He served us the Buckeyes' co-captain as a senior and was voted the team MV that vear, He was also named
MYP of the Holiday Bowl s he cushied for 67 vards and two TDs in OSU s 47-17 win.

Spencer was the secand player selected in the Usited States Football League (USFL) dradt by the Chicago
Biiltz. After a three-year USFL stint, he signed with the San Diego Chargers where he started for four years at
fullback.

He gained more than 500 rushing yards and scored 45 teuchdowns 25 8 professional.

Spencer served o5 Ohio State’s running backs coach from 1994 through the 2003 season. He left the
Buckeyes for an assistant's role with the Chicago Bears.

Amy Gamble (Athlete - 19805)

Amy Gemble (fohr Marshall High School, Class of 1982) 35 one of the Ohio Valley's
greatest fernale athletes of all time, Gamble excelled in three sports ~ baskethatl, track
and women's handball.

She became Marshalt County's first Olympian when she compered with the US.
Women's Hondbal{ Team in the 1988 Games held in Scoul, Korca. Farlier, the U5,
Wamen were crowned as champiens of the Pan American Games.

Gamble was selected as the West Virginia Women's Basketball Player of the Year in
1982 after feading John Marshall i the state Class AAA championship. She averaged
23 points and 18 rebounds on 2 22-1 record team which nvmgmr its oniy foss by defeat-
ing Eikins in the state fnals. Captuin of the Al-State Team, Gamble was a two-time Class AAA first-team
honoree. She was cliosen AH-OVAC and All-Valley (hres straight years.

She was the first IMHS girls’ busketball petfuerier 1o score more than |00 points and the initial Monarch
athlete (o have her fersey retited. She scored 1498 carcer points. Gamble was rnked ns the No. 4 giels’
basketball plaver in the country her senior seasun when was named to the Farade, Steet & Smivh and 1754
Today All-American teams,

Recsuited by Tennessez, she played s a bockup on the 1983 Lady Vols' squad that Bnished as the NCAA
toumament runners-ug, losing o the Cheryl Miller-led Seuthem Cal powerbouse. She left Tennessee at the end
of that season and transferred o West Virginin Univessity but played just one season before deciding to iy
team hardball,

After her appearunce in the Olympics, Gamble returned to hasketball and enrolled ot the University of
Arizona. Despite having fust one season of cligibility remaining, Gemble was the team’s leading scorer and
shie earned Pacific- 10 Conference player of the week laurels.

Her high schoot track career was ulso brilliant, as Gamble set numerous invitatioss) mest and QOVAC recorly
inn the shot put and the discus. She established all-time OVAC standards in both svents nnd was o West Virginia
state champion in both events. She was a three-time All-Valey bonores,

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete - 1550s)

Mitch Hannales (Skyvue High Schoot, Class of 1985) was the eg‘swmc of a wizner in
high school as the two-sport, four-vear lettenman sparked the tiny Golden Hawks 1o the
state ournamcnt i bath basketball s basehall.

In baskethall, Skyvue made the OHSAA state fournament in Hannahs' jusjor ond sen-
ior seasons, finishing us the Class A runner-up in 1984-85. He wus selected {irst team
All-Okio as a senior and second ieam as 2 jusior and was a two-time first team All-
Eastern District, AlOVAC and Al-Pioneer Valley Confersnce honoree. He also pastic-
ipated in the Ohio North-South All-Star classic following a senior season where the 5-
I’() suard averared more than 22 points per game,

1n baseball, the consistent-hitting and sure-handed shortstop belped the Hawks w the
Oluo Class A state chinmpionship as a senior { L83) as welk as the OVAC and PVC titles, He eamed first team
AN-Ohio, All-Eastem District, All-OVAC and ALPVC honors and was selected for the Ohio Baseball AlN-Star
Series.

He a0 received AN-Eastern Disteict, Al-OVAC and AlL-PVC accolades following his sophomore (1983)
amd junior {1984) seasoits.

Afier graduntion Hannalts pulled off a rare “dogble™ when his college team - Indisna State University -
wdvanced to the NCAA Division § College World Sedes in 1986 and that same season, e played for the
Mtaynard Post 666 team which advanced to the American Leglas World Series. Hannahs was voted MVP of
the regional toumnament that season and won the Louisville S'Tuggcr Award for the highest hatting sverage in
ourmmenlt play.

Al Indianz State, Hanmahs was a three-time All-Missourd Valkey Conference performer {E987-89) and was
an NCAA Division Y All-American following his senior year (1989).

fe was a [6th round drafl pick of the Milwankes Brewers, playisg in their farm system from 19§9.93,
Hannahs is currently athletic director and head baseball coach ot Eincoln Trail College in Robinson, Hlinois.
He previously conched for seven years st his alms mater - lndiana State biniversity.

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athlete - 1980s)

Vieki Pullia-Stokes (Wellsville High Schoel, Class of 1987) is believed by many
Wellsville residents to be one of the greatest sthictes in the school's history, attested o
by her induction as u member of Wellsville High School's Athletic of Fame inaugural
Class of 2004.

During her high school career, Pullie-Stokes cotlected 15 first-place Rnishes ot the
annal Cal Giffin OVAC Track Charpionships and she was selected as the area “Frack
Atlilete of the Year” three times. She alse earned both AT-Valley ant All-Eastern District
laurels four times each. She was a two-time Jong jump: champion at the Chio high schosl
state meet and waz a runner-ep in the 200 mezers.

In volleyball, she was twice selected oy the team MVP and eamncd All-Area {three
times), All-Eastern District (twice), and AL-OVAC {twice). Three times she was named to the AN-Columbiana
County team.

I busketball, she led the 1987 Lady Tigers to the state {inals. Her 27-1 recond Wellsville team ended one
of the nution’s longest buskeball streaks at 108 when the Tigers defeated West Holmes inrottnament play. She
seoted smore than 1,400 points and coflected moze than PP BUD rebounds while hefping the Tigess 1o a three-
year record of 66-8. Pullie-Stokes was chosen OVAC "Player of the Year™ that season and was a two-time
All-Ohio honoree, She also earned All-Valley and All-Area recognition thise times each on the hardwood.

All told, she won 1§ varsity letters and was sclected as the American Legion 1987 Ohia State “Athlete of
the Year™, She went on to play collegiate hasketball at Ohio State and was a member of the 19 Buckeyes®
squad that won the Big Ten Conference championshin. She gained personal honors when in 1990 she was
selected ay Obie State’s best defensive player. teumn MVP and Big Ten bonarable mention. Twice, she was
designated as the conference’s player of the week.

Additionally, Pullie eamed a gold medal with the Nonth Team in the 1989 U8, (Wympic Festival, held in
Normae, Okla.

Geno Ford (atbtete - 19905)

Geno Ford (Cambridge High School, Class of 1993) achieved the uitime honor
of a high schosl hasketball player in the state of OGhio when he was selected “Mr,
Basketbull” fellowing his senior season.

The $-8 sharpshooter finished o stellar four-year career with the Bobeats as Olido's
second all-time leading scover with 2650 points which also stands a5 the OVAC
all-time high-water mark,

Ford's name also appears in the OHSAA recond book in (e following caregories:
288 free throws made {n a season (3991-92), flst ali-time: 097 free throws made in
o career (1989-933, first all-time; ood G928 polnts in o season ($991.92), seventh
afljme,

Playing for bis father, kighly-successful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Gene eamed All-Ohio Division
11 first ram accolades following hoth his junior and senfor seasons. He wos also a two-time All-Fastern
District Division 1T “Player of the Year™ and two-time AILOVAC Class 4-A first tcam pick.

Ford went on to become a fouryear feiterman at Ohie University, carning All-Mid Amevican
Conferenwe second team honors as a junior (1996) and first izam plandits as a senior (1997). He is the fifth
ail-time feading scorer at OU with 1,752 potnts. One of the most popular players at OU, Ford belped the
Bobeats 1o one NCAA and one NIT appearance during his carcer.

Following graduation. he served as a graduate assistant (1998-99) and assistant coach (1999-2001) at
Ohio University; was head coach for one scason at Division [1 Shawnee State University (2001-02),
Jeading his leam to a 22-10 record and earning American Mideast Conference “Coach of the Year”
bonors: served as an assistapt coach at Kent State University sinee the 2002-03 scason.

Stephanie Petho (Atlete - 19905

Stephanie Pethe (5t John Central, Class of 1942) remains the measuring stick for
female basketbalt greamess in the OVAC,

The Fighting lrish three-sports luminary re-wrote the 8t. Johs Central and OVAC
scoring books during her carcer on Guemnsey Street. The 5-7 shaspshooter {inished
her four-year career with 2,667 peints which s first in conference nanels and sl
ranks sixth it the state of Ohio.

Petho was accorded fimstteam AILOVAC all four years. The Bellaiee native
camed All-Olio honoss three yerrs, culminating by being named e state’s Division
IV “Player of the Year” following & season in which she averaged 2 staggering 37.¢
points a game.

As a junior, she tallied 35.9 points per game in leading her Lady Tiish tcemmates to s 22.3 record a berth
In the OFESAA regional loumament. She was numed first tean AI-Oble alter scorng 910 poiats that
winter alone, Petho twice cracked the 5th-point plateau in a game, scostng 57 against Shadysude and 56
zgainst Toronta.

The two-year starter 8t the Uiversity of Pittshurgh carried St Joha Central fo four OVAC champi-
onships in basketball and an overall 75-16 recerd. Petho was sio one-sport womnder, also starsing in vol-
leyball and track dugiag ber prop caseer, She carted AR-OVAC in volleyball ber junior and senior years.

In travk. Petho is onc of the valicy's all-time great throwers, eamning five OVAC gold medals in the
weight events = three in the discus and two in the shot put. Pethe tossed the platter o school-record
121-7 en soute to 2 regional champlonship and a tird-place showing in the stele meet as a junior.

She capped her high school career by being named ca-valedictoriun of ber senior class and she went on
to become an Academic All-American at Pitt, While there, she led the team in scoring in the 1994-95
season, became the career free throw percentage leader {81.4) and s 14th on the all-tithe scosing ksl

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Rudy Mumley ©vAC ‘Famity’)

Rudy Mumley (Wheeling High School, Class of 1936). If Rudy Mumiey™s heatt wag
measuraid by the size of his love for his feliow men and women, it never could have it
inside his budy.

Mumley, an educator, administrator, humanitarian, dynamic {)ﬁ;anim and chaty
fund-raiser, scrved the OVAC and the rest of Ohlo Valley in many different. but specis|
ways, He was a two-time president, charter member of the conference's Foundation
Baard, served on the foothalt and basketball committees and was the organizer and long-
time game director of the Ohin-West Virgizia Charity Foolball Ciassic, The mid-sum-
mer all-star footbalt clash was renarned i his honer In 1986, He alse served a3 OVAC
president during the £967-68 school year, To help the rame get off the grotnd, Matmley
ance mottgaged fils home 10 achieve the financing needed for the maegirsl OVAC-sponsored contest in [972,
He also was a great supporter of the OVAC wresl!ing toumarsent.

A graduate of old Wheeling High School und West Liberty State College with a master’s degree frum
WVU, Mumley served in the Air Force during World War I and was recalled dueing the Korcan conflict.
He taught at Powhatan, Shadyside and Smithfizld High Schools before beinp appainted prizvipal at Warren
Canselidated High in Tiltonsviile in 1964, Rudy later served as Frincipai at Yorkville High, Later, when the
Huckeye Local chool District was formed, he became principel ot Buckeye South and remained thers unril
his retitement in 1979,

Neumley, who was borm in 1918 and died i 1999, ulse provided great service o the Upper Ohio Valley
Bapper Dian Club vod his college alma mater, West Libenty State, Rudy was a miersber of the Dapper Dan
Eloanl of Directors for some 25 Prcars and was banquet co-chairnan six tices. At West Libesty, be eamed a
rare honor 2s a pon-athlete when be was inducted into the schonl™s Athletic Halt of Farse in 1985, He was pres-
ident of the Hilltoppers” Alumné Association and the Foundation. Amnng} the szt honoss ke received
include: the Robert McKelvey Award and Man of the Yeur honers from the Dapper Dan Club; WLSC Gokd
and Black Achievement Award and the College President’s Award, along with the Warwood Lions Club's
Citizen of the Year Award in 1981,
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Agnes Timmons (OVAC “Family’)

Agnes Timmons (Scio High School, Class of 1942). This Octogenarian staried coach-
m'g pickup girls’ basketball teams at Barnesville High School in 1946 when there were no
school-sunctioned girls’ programs for member schools of the OVAC. She was a girls'
;&hysicai education teacher at the time, after having graduated from Denison University in

ranvilie, Ohio.

‘Timmons considered it part of her job as a phys od teacher to organize whistever athletie
teams she could becuuse she wanted the gisls lo have some competition and eaperience the
fon of playing organized sposts. She would join with teachers from other scmnls in the
s interested in doing the same thing to schedule games. They alse had o hirg their own
officials and provide transportation to the game sites.

‘Timmons ﬁ:ft teacking after 1948 to bepin raising a fumily, After baving four children, she returned to her
teaching and machinf_z career 2i Ramesville in 1962, Tunmons coachierd volleybail and basketbalt even though it
wasn't until June of $972 that Title IX was enacted, demanding equal spenis opportusisies for pirls. She was asked
by then OWAC executive secretary Sam Mumlcy to host and serve sy director of the flest conference volleyball
che t1[;;13-(:115}11']:: toumament which was held at Barmesvitle High, Timimons coached basketball and track until well
tato the 1980's, but continued her duties with the volleyball team uatit her retirement from teaching in 1994, She
ulse coached softball for une year when her daughter played because the 1lented youth also wanted to compete
a8 a member of the track and ficld team. The scheol district would enly permit that 1o happen if Tinumons coached
both sports, which she did.

Even today, Timmons remains close to the Bamesville athletic program. Through this past season, she served ay
the annauncer for the Skamrocks’ boys und gisls basketball games, as well as for the home volleybalt matches, She
alse has been the asnouncer und part of the committee for the OVAC volleyball tournament for over 30 years, Last
winter, the then 80-vear-olid Timmons was called back into the coaching ranks when Bamesville needed someone
to help out with the volleyball sguud. Agnes coached the jayvecs and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

Her track teams were perennial contenders for OVAC titles and several volleybal teams advanced to the district.

Doug Huff edia)

Doug Huff (Magnolia High School, Class of [961), This native of New Martinsville
has Been writing spovts since the age of 12, his first ;j;:h“ being with the Werzel
Demacrat, u weekly paper in his home town. Huff joined The Fitetligencer as associate
sports editor I 1967, 0 position he held until 1978 when he was named as thal paper’s
sports editor, remaining in that position until his retirement in 1999, He previeusly was
snors editor of the Fairmoni Times and worked on the spons staff of the Dominion

ews {n Morpantown. .

While the sports chief of The Intelligencer, Hulf originated All-Valley Boys
Basketbull and Baschall selections in 1968, plus the OV All-Sports School and Athleze
Awards and the AI-OV Seholar-Athlete selections. He compiled Ohia Vialley and West
Virginia reconds for foothall, basketball and baschall, along with histodest wiaterial on OVAL schools, coach.
es and athletes. Since 1979, he has been the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the W.Va, Sports Wiiters
Association afier having previously served as the president and foothatl all-state board chaiman. Toff also is
on the Boord of Dirsctors of the Football Writers Assaciation of America and the Natlonal Sportscasters &
Spurts Writers Association. .

Amang the nurmeroas honors he has achieved include: induction into the National High School Sports Hall
of Fame {199%); state sports writer of the year nine tdmes; West Virginia University School of Joursalism PIL
Reed Life Achievement Award {1999); M‘E\Fuulia High School Athlctic Beosters Life Achisvement Award
(195(3); W.Vae. Sports Writers Association Gene Morehouse Award (1992); Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan
Club’s Robert CKEl‘-'E‘)' Awurd {1964),

He is the author of Spors in West Virginia, *A Pictorial History” (1979) and also of the National High
School Footbalt and Basketball Recorl Books (2001-2002). Doug also co-amthored “How o Watch Sports on
TV..And Enjoy [1.” Sinec 1975, e has been o high school contributing editor of Sueet und Smith magazine
and compiles heir pre-season schoolboy All-America teams [or foolball, boys® basketball sud basebali.
Although retired from The Inted], he contiues to submit a much-read and enjt:{ed weekly colurgn, Doug also
serves as the national rnkisgs and records editor for Student Sports e, ghd coordinates foothall and boys
hasketball selections for Parade and EA Sports.

Bob Burton (Coaches)

Robert W. (Bub) Burfon (Magnolia High Schoel, Class of 1957) coached several
sports at Puden City High School, but is most remember for a sparkling 38-year
career as head boys” basketball cosch (1963-20G1) where be amassed a record of
554-327.

During his tenure, the Wildcats won 21 sectional championships; eight regional
titles; finished os state runner-up twice (1972 and "82) and captured the West
Virginis Class A championship twice (1972 and "87}. Paden City had 2B winning
seasons under Barton, including nine 20-win campaigns, and won five OVAC Class
A championships (£971, '75, '92, '93 and "94).

Buston received the West Vigginin “Coach of the Year” honor in 1986 and was sefected to coach in the
OVAC All-Star Basketball Clussic several stmes a3 well as the West Virginia North-South All-Str Game
in 987, He wss o member of the West Virginia Basketball Ceaches Association, the State Coaches
Cormmittes #nd the OVAC Basketball Committee.

Burton afso served as an assistant coach in football at Paden City for 18 years, serving on the Wildcats'
staff during 1wo state championship seasons {1970 and '79); coached tack for more than 30 years,
winning several OVAC Class A and Intra-State Eeague championships; coacked cross country for twe
years and golf for one season; was assistant baseball couch for three years; and spent more than a decade
as athletic director,

As an athlete, Burton wes a three-sport athicte 21 Magaolia, eamiag all-West Virginia honors in foothall
in 1935, At the college leved, he was also o three-sport pesformer, playing football at Kent State University
and dhen football, basketball and tennis after transferring to West Liberty State College where he gradoated
in 1961, He thea received a mastes’s degree in education from West Virglinla Usiversity in 1968,

Geﬂrge Stl‘ﬂgl‘.l‘ (Coaches)

George Strager (McKecesport, Pa. High School, Class of 1943) hus often been called
the “dean" of Ohio Valley high school fontbali coaches thanks to & hiigh]y—sur:c&ssfnl
career that spanned some 38 years (1950-87) at five differcet schools, He posted a
career coaching recoré of 246 wins, 115 losses and 13 tics which stood as she all-time
valley recurd untl eclipsed in 2004 by Jay Circosta of Woodsfield/Monree Centeal.

Struger’s coaching career began in 1950 at tiny Sistersville High School, compiling
a 42-22-3 record in seven scasons there and leading the Tigers to the West Virginia
Cluss A state chnmpionm in 1933, He moved on to Clarksburg Notre Diame High for
four years as head foothall and basketball coach (1957-60), going 24-30 cn the ﬁ{u!
iton and leading the basketball team 1o the West Virginin Class A state sesnifinuls. Next
came a three-year stint at Wheelizg Central Catholic (1961-63) which femtured two undefeated regular
seasons and 2 mark of 21-9-1. Fhe 1962 feam Jost to Charleston Cathalic in the inaugural West Virginia
Catholic State Championship gime, bin the nexs year Strager’s team avenged that Ioss to win the crown, Up
next was a five-year stay at Cambridge High (1964-68), posting a 25-23-2 recoad,

He then began o legendary 19-year run at St. Clairsville High in 1965, tuming bis trademark “belly series™
1o arecont of 134-51-9 there. His Red Devil teams posted three undefeated seasons (1969, 77 and "83) and
the 1983 squad earned the schoel's first-ever trip to the OHSAA playolfs and the 1986 team advanced 10 the
state serifingls before losing a hewet-breaker 1o Chagrin Falls Kenston,

Stmécr‘s top honors included induction into the Ohio High School Foothall Coaches Hali of Frme in
1598; Ohio Vailey Footbalt Conches Association Hall of Fame in#991; selection as OVAC Coach of the Year
in 979 and "87; and recognition by the Dapper Dan Club of the Ugl;er Chio Valley in 1992, He also coached
in the OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic twice (1972 and '87).

A graduate of Salem Collcge, Strager passed pway in 1990, but his memory lives on in the form of the
George Strager Memorial Football Camp and Schelarship Program as well us the “George Strager Evening
with the Stars™ dinner held in conjunction with the OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic.

John ‘Corky’ Vrotsos Couches)

Juhn “Corky” Vrotses (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1946} not anly initiated
the: sport of wrestling at his alma muter, he quickly established himsell us one of the
premier mat coaches in conference history.

Veotsos guided the Purple Rider grapplers from 1957-68, leading his team to seven
consecutive OVAC Tournament championships (1961-67) along with six straight Ghio
Diistrict Tournament tities, Hlis tcams linished ranked in the top 10 is the state four imes
{959, *60, *63 and '64) and the best finisk at the state toumament was a fifih place
effort in 1960,

Buring his tcnure, Vrotsos conched 41 OVAC champions end 41 Ohio State
Teumament guatifiers, including 10 state place-winpers and one state chaspion (173-
pounder John Scordos in 1964), Ferry's dual meet record <furing the Viotsos years was 85-20-1, including
unheaten seasens in 1964 and "67.

The initial inductee inty the Martins Ferry High School Wrestling Half of Fame in 1994 and the 1978
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament’s “Mr. Mat. Award™, he served us tournament director for the
OVAC, sectional and district tournaments after yielding the coaching post.

In nddition to serving as head wrestling coach, Vrotsos was also an assistant in football and track for the
Purpic Riders, He was i the football staff during Feery’s run of three consecutive undeleated seasons (1959-
1) and four OVAC championships (also 1963).

Asan athlete, he was a theee-year letterman in foatball and basketball at Martins Ferry. Tn football, he was
u center-linebacker under legendary coach Fred Thomas, playing center and Encbacker on the 1944 and 43
OVAC championship squars, earning all-conference “AA™ honors as a senior. He played guard in basketball
under coaches Floyd Baker and Ralph Gartrell. After serving in the anmy, Viotsos then ettended West Liberty
Stute College, graduating in 1951, He was o three-year varsity football player for the Hilf toppers and s mem-
ber of two tadefeated teams that played in bow] games. (Smokey Mountain Bow] and Pyshian Bowl).

Chester Grossi (Officials)

Chester Grossi (Weir High School, Class of 1940) began officiating in 1942, claim-
ing 1o be “drafied” into ofifciﬂliug by feliow hanoree Walter Heil becanse rany offi-
cials kst been fost due to the miliery draft.

His love of sports saw him.enter the world of officiating, not only in football, but also
in basketball and baseball, Me retired from officiating in 1987 after 43 years, Dusing
those year, he worked many district and regional tourcgment pames ay well ny 14 state
sournaments in basketball and 12 state findls In football. He also worked severa] West
Virginin Cathotle State basketbali and footba!l playoff games as weli as games in the
West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference and the Unkied Football League, He
is 4 life member of the Ohio Valley Board of Officials and the West Virginia Foothall
and Baskethall Officials’ Associatton. He was the 1997 recipicnt of the OVAC's Roben Dawson Officials’
Award ard was honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapger Dan Clab.

As an athieie at Weir, Geossi played footbull for coach Card Hamill from 1936-39 and during that time, the
Red riders won 27 straight games, He received u foothall scholarship to West Liberty State College where he
played for Coeach Joe Bartell in 1941 and after World War 1L

He groduated from West Liberty with u bachelor's degree in political science, retuming to Weir High Scheol
45 o teacher pod assistant coach. He left the education field to enter into the investment and insurance busincss
in 1900, He remains active in muny civic, fratemal und service erganizations. He is %residcnl of the Weirtonian
Lexige of the Italian Sons and Thmghters of America, serves on the Beand of Direciory of the Fratenal
Association and is an henerary national ‘Frasident of ISDA; a member of the board of the Upper Dhio Vag:’g
Jtalian Herituge Festival; the’ Weirton Council 3734 Knights of Columbus and an officer of their Fo
Degree; u life member of Post 10 of the American Legion; board member of Capp Fire USA; the Weinon
Elks; and is a member of the West Liberty State College Foundation's Finance Commistee, Hall of Fame
Committee, Hilltoppers Attletic Club and & ife member of the Alumnl Associution.

N Hchwas inducted into the West Liberly State College Hali of Fame and was honored by the West Virginia
orthem

Walter Heil (onticias

Walter Heil (Bellaire High, Class of 1923} was regarded as one of the deans of
Ohia Valley officiating thanks 1o a carcer that spasned some 38 years and involved
three sports.

He began as a baseball umpire in 1926 then added football in 1928 and basketball
in 1929, working countless games until finally hanging up his whistie at the age of 62.

Heil officiated feotball and basketball at the high school, collegiste and profes-
sional levels. He worked five West Virginis High School State Fournaments, five
West Virginly Catholic High School State Tournaments and three West Virginia
Intercnlleginte Athletic Conference Tournaments. He alse officiated in the semi-pro
Continental Football League, which featred the Wheeling Teonroes,

He was 2 member of the Ohio Valley Boaad of Officials, the West Virginia Officials Association and the
Intermationa) Associztion of Approved Baskethall officials and was

horored for length of service by each of these organizations.

After retiring as an active official, Heil assumed the role of commissioner of botk hasketbali and foot-
ball officials for the Ohio Valiey Athletic Conference, u position he held from 1565-70.

He was a charter member of the Belluire High Athletic Wall of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the
OVAC's Robert Dawsers Officials’ Awsrd.

Heil worked for Weirton Steet Corporation and was a resident of Yorkville umit his death in 1970,

Alex Groza (Athlete - 1940s)

Alex Groza (Martins Ferry High Schoeol, Class of 1944), This 6-foet-7, 220-ponnder
led the Purple Riders to two siraight undefeated regular scasons in basketball and to
the Ohio state toumament both years, Marting Ferry finished 24-1 in $943 and 26-1 the
following season. The Purple Riders won the fist OVAC Class AA hasketball
championship in 1944 as Groza scored a valley record 628 points {a mark lates broken
by 2084 OVAC Hall of Fame Induciee Ken Alessi), Groza seored 41 vs. Tiltensville,
He was on ail-conference and afl-Objo first-team selection.

Alex was the top scorer andd rebounder on the Univessity of Kentucky's “Fabulous
Five,” which won back-to-back NCAA titles in 1948 and "49, with Grozs being named
the tournament MVP both years. He was a three-time all-Southcastern Conference
choice and a two-time consensus All- American. He set 22 individual SEC records. Groza still ranks seventh
on Kentucky’s ali-time scoring list with 1,744 points, Alex’s jersey sumber (15) wys retired by the school.
Girpza and four of his UK teammates — Ralph Beard, Wallace Jones, Cf Barker and Kenny Rollins —
wori a gok! medal ag 1.5, Olympians at the Londen Games in 1948, Groza, in 1949, was named the Helms
Foundation Basketba!l Player of the Year. In a 1950 Associated Press nationwide poll of sports writers setect-
ing the leading athietes of the half-century, Alex was chosen as oae of the five top-rated baskethall players.

In the NBA, Groza avernped 22,5 points in 130 pro games with the Indianapolis Olympians in 1950 and
*51. He coached Bellarmine {(Ky.) College from §959 through E966, The school hid never won  basketball
championship before Groza's tenure, He led the Knights to the Kentucky Intercollegiate Athietic Conference
regular season and tounament itfe in 1963, after which he was named the Ieague coach of the year,

CGirpza later served as business manager and then assistant to the president of the ABA's Kentucky
Colonels before becoming general manager of the San Diego Conguistadors until the franchise folded. He
then served 25 GM of a professional velleyball team for one year before jolting Reyoolds Metals in 1977 as
a regional sales marager.

Groza died of lung cancer at his home in San Diege on Jamary 21, 1995,
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Chuck Howley (Athlete - 19505)

Charles L, “Chuck” Howley (Warwonsd High School, Class of 1954) was a first team
all-West Virginia and all-OVAC tackle in 1933, He lettered in football, basketball and
baschall. As a teenager, he alse competed for an independent Ali-America boys
gymnastics grovp.

Thie West Virginia Eniversity graduate is stilt the only Mountaineer athlete 1o letter jn
five sports — football, gymnasties, wizstling, track and swirmming. In foothail he played
guard. center. and linebacker while caming All-Southem Confersace laurels theee
straight vears. Also the long snapper on special teams, Howley was selected as a third-
team All-American his senior vyc:u', Howley, ar 6-2, 220 potsds, was considered to he 3
une of the fustest linemen in WYL history, He stasied in three college all-star games —
East-West Shrine Gome, Seaior Bowl and the College Footkall All-Star Game. He lettered for the
Mutntaineess on the trampoling in gymnastics. a heavyweight in wrestling, sprinter and weightman in track
and a diver in swimming. In 1957, Howley was sclected as (he West Virginia Amatenr Athleie of the Year.

He was an NFL first-rourd draft cholee (1958) of the Chicago Bears — oaly e third Mountaineer sclect-
ed in the opening mound. He played n year and a half in Chicago before being sidelined by a serious knee
injury. Howley was back home in Wheeling working ot a gas station in 196§ when the expansion Daflas
Cowbays traded twe dralt picks for him, The ex-Bear decided to give it one more try and wound up starting
at putside lincbacker 12 years for the Cowboys, eaming all-pro Taurels six 1imes, He statred in two Super
Bowls. The 1971 game saw Howley intercept two passes and recover a fumble (o earn MV bonors in &
£6-13 luss to the Bzhimore Colts. He remains the only player on a losing team 10 e selected as the Super
Bowl’s most valuable player, In 1972, he helped (he Cowbeys win Super Bow] VI over the Miami Dolphing
by intercepting a Bob Griese pass to set up a touchdown,

Howley is a member of the West Virgmia Sports Writers Association, WVAT, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan Ciub and City of Wheeling halls of fame.

Dick Miller (athete - 1950s)

Dick Miller (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class 1952) was 2 first-team ali-
siate and &ll-OVAC performer in basketball three stmi%ht years while performing for the
Maroon Knights. Miler led Central Catholic 10 the conference and West Virginia Catholic
championships el thres seasons, srun’nf 1,593 points dusing a stellar high school carcer.
His ihzttuyc?:_scuringcavemge was 21 4 points per game, His career peint total stood for
5F years until it was bested by David Contraguerro, a four-year lettesman for the Mamnon
Knights. Contraguerro’s recond was later toppled by & Contral girls’  basketball great,
Kayleen Ftzsimmons. Milier also had a game high of 30 points in a West Virgmia-
Kentucky All-Star Game, leadipy the Mountaincer team to an $1-8{ victory ot
Witliarnson. Twice, (1951 and "33}, Miller was chosen ag the state’s haskethall plaver of "
the vear. He also was a standout performer in fouthall and bascball in high school. He was a “T™ formation quar-
tesback as a football pesformer and a shartstop/ritcher on the baseball tearm.

Recruited by the University of Wisconsin on & baskethall schelarship, Miller was the Badpers® starting point
ward for two years. Nicknamed “The Cat” because of his quickness, Dick averaged (9 poinis per game in Big
en play. mpipmg the H-point mark three times during his career, In 1956, he set a conferenve recond Tos the most

consecutive Irve throws made, converting 29 in a row over fw consecutive games, Mitker alse excelied as a floor
leader and defensive player. He was voted 13 the team MVT his senjor year. Although drafied by the New York,
Knicks i 1036, Miller chose to play AAU hasketball, He was voted ta the AAL Al America team afier partic-
ipating in the National Tournament held i Denver where he led the Milwaukee AI!cn,Br:Ldlelz':Tsam i & fourth
place Jinish. Miller played twa seasons with the Phillips Oilers in the National Industrinl Basketbal) League and
ame season in the Tudewater Baskethall Association where he averaged 21 points per game and was voted the
league’s MVP for the 1962-63 scason. X

Miller played baseball one year wt Wisconsin, hitting 333 and playing second base. Because o shoulder injury

in high schoot limited his throwing ability, he gave up hasehalf alter’ ane season o concentrate on basketbafl,

His athletic career then continited i a different sport as be took up handball (four-wall) and in his first year,

e wan (e North and Seuth Carolina Open Singles Championship. He went on 1o win numerous singles litles
Grpughoul the Southeast, including two national singles age group championships. He linally ended his com-
petitive career in 1996 at ihe age of 62,

Mike Sherwood athlete - 1960%)

Mike Sterwood (Bellzire High School, Class of 1967). This soft-spoken athletic
greaf rates with Dellaire High's all-time stalwarts in o football and basketbalf,

He quatterhacked the 1966 Big Rods 20 2 01 season as a sersior for coach Don A,
It remuatns m%uabl une of the best prep arid teams in Ohio Valley history. Sherwood
led 1he OVAC with 20 FD passes that fail as he completed 73 of 110 pusses for a 66.4
percentage and amassed more thay 1,400 yards with only four intereeptions.

He was just as impressive on the hardwood for legendary coach Claire Cribts, The
sweet-shooting 6-1 guard was o two-year statter [or the Big Reds and surpassed the
],000~puim£}atcau while caming AH-Ohio honors. He averaged 25.3 points a game in
leadiag the Big Reds toa 174 record. As a junior, he averaged 25 points per game, He

pured in a career-high, and school-record, 39 points against Guemmsey Syeer dval 5t
ohn Central. He was also sefected for the Ohio Nont-Soutk Basketball Classic,

Following his illustrious prep camer, Sherwood accepted a foolball scholasship 10 West Virginia
University, where bis father ealier played. Aficr competing on the freshman team, he started ot quarterback
for ¢ scasons. As i sophomore, he passed for some 2400 yards while establisting s scheot record with
416 vards against rival Pie, cmnpic!in%ﬂﬂ of 37 passes. He linished lhegua.r ranked |1tk in the nation, aver-
uﬁiglg 198 passing i_,;a:ds a game. The Mountaincers went 7-3 that fall. Sherwood Jed the Mountadngers o a
257 reconl in bis three years, including a 10-1 mack and a Peach Bow! win bis senior season, He still ranks
among WYU carcer leadery in total offense, passing yan!stms completions and attempts, TD passes, nass-
ing elficiency und completion percentage. He was selected to play m the 1970 Blue-Gray Game and won
the Fra B. Rodgers Award the same year, Sherwood was alse selected All-East by UPL in 1970, A member of
the All-Time WL 1930-69 Fra team, Sherwood was inclucted into the WV Spants Hall of Fame in 1997,

After praduation, he stayed on at WV and was a graduate assistant for Bobby Bowden and Frank
Cignetti. He went to Bethany College to serve ay pifensive coendinatos from £974-78 under his high schoal
coach. Don Ault. Sherwood retumed (o his prep alma mater, serving as the Bia Reds” head coach from 1980-
84, registering a 26-12-2 record. He was named Eastern District Coach of the Year in 1952, He became the
school's athletic dircctor in 1984 and is currently the high school prircipat.

Terry Snively (aumlete - 19605

Terry Snively (Powhatan High Scheol, 1966), This all-round atklete starredd in four
sports Tor the Indians. He established an CHio Valley football modern single season
record by wmassing 222 poiats, including 33 wuchdowns, his senior season. The guick.
fonled rinning buck finished with 198 Corser psints, Snively was named Ofo’s UPI
Class A Back of the Year in 1965. He was an All-OVAC honoree s a junior and senior
while gamering All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley |ausels,

Cagitain uf the Endians’ foothall, buseball and rack teams. He also was a four-year let-
terman in hasketball, starting his last three seasens, Snively averaged betier than 24

rints a game in vach of his fnak two seasons and {inished his carcer with 1,146 points,

e vas third team Al-Oluo asa

Springtime at Powhatan saw 3

He was i talented pitcher and out

coior and {irst team AIOVAC ns 2 junior aid seator. 3 3
snively do double duéy‘ starring i baseball and track. . -
ielder in the dizmond sport for Tour veurs, He hielped the Indians to a pair of
N t 1hie [ ¥ r?ﬂ

Onio state 1ourmament berths, inc| udmﬁ_wmnmg the state Class A crown in his freshman season when he bat-
ted 3135 a8 leadoff hitter. Powhatan High launchied a track program in his sophotsiore season. He was the
QVAC 100-vard, 200-yurd and long jump champron 25 a jusior aad quatified for che state meet in the 100, He

(Jll)i) 2HH(23.8) an lnnﬁjump {19-9)

00-
holds the & gml records in the 100 -5} e
After his steried §nur-sponrrr: carcer, he aceepled a footha) scholarship o West Virginia bm\'cmkz
he was an impact player in the gcfcnswc backficld as a three-yvear staricr. He was sclected to the f
WVU 1950-60 Era team, R i i
Alfter eaming his WV diploma, he opted to temain in wthietics jn &is native Ohio Valley. Snively cut kis
coaching teeth at Bellaire High. Turing his six-vear stint with the Big Reds, he was n foolball aidé to )
Otsavsky and served as head basketha!land basehall coach for five years. He led Bellaire tn a pair of section-
al crawns in hoops while §agmng & district tite (1974) and OVAC chamﬁt_onshlg (}l 976) in baseball. Snivel
matriculated to Shadyside High 25 head basketball conrh for two years. His 1976-77 tegm won a district title
and OVAC crown. In that sedson, he was named distrier coach of the year. Snively left Tigertown for River
High, where he served ns head footbuil caach for 25 seasons, Duting that quarter of a centiry, his 1997 tesm
wehl 100 and won an OVAC title while his teams made the Ohie plavolls in 1993 and 1997, Snively coached
itt the OVAC All-Star Game twice while also coaching the Ohio Nosh-South Garme in [994. In 2004, Saively

received the Upper Ohdo Vailey Dhpper Dan Curl Hamill Awand.

whete
F-Time

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez, (Aklete - 1970s)

Juhn Filliez (Magnolia High Schoot, 1973). The first OVAC athlete to cam All-W. Va,
first teamn honors in football, basketbalt and baseball also set an NCAA pass receiving
record of Marshalf Usniversity.

Nicknamed “Fuzzy™ hecause of his bushy red hair, the Blue Eagles' wide receiver-
defensive back led e Ohis Valley in pass receiving yards his last two seasons and ended
his career with 81 catches for 1,434 yards and §6 toschdowss in regular season play. In
his senior season, Magnolia went 10-2 with a sale Class AA munnerup finish to
Ravenswood.

He teamed with Magnolia’s all-state quarterback Brian Book o lead the W, Va. All-
Stars to a victory over Olfo in the anonad OVAC All-Star pame of Wheeling [sland.

In haskethall, the punrd averaged 19 points o game and eamed all-state honors after the Bive Eagles were
state “AA” runnerup lo Gary.

In baseball, the outfielder hatted 352 and completed bis all-star trifecta with Ali-Valley, and all-state
honers in liree sports.

Recruited for foothall by Marshall, West Virginda, Virginia Tech, Pitt und Penn State, the 5-11, 175-pounder
signed early with WV, but opred for Marshatl where he led the Thundering Herd in pass receiving for four
strafght years and set school reconds with 168 catches for 1954 yards and 134 TDs. His reception wtal ranked,
ul 1he time, eighth among ail-time NCAA Division [ receivers. Starting four years, he set 4 then-NCAA record
by catching passes in 42 straight games. He broke the mack set by Heisman Trophy winner Johnoy Rodgers
from Nebraska, Automobile bumper stickers suppaosting the police showed up ot Herd games, whese they had
a different meaning. They read: “1 Love the Fuzz.” The team co-copiain was o two-time All-America honor-
able mentior choice and a first team Nattonal Indepemdent All-Star honoree.

Filliez also wus selected a8 the stute Amateur Athlete of the Year in 1976, In 1985, he was inducted into the
Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. Filliez curreatly resides in Delaware, Ohio.

Lance Mehl (autete - 19705

Lance Mehd (Belizire High School, Class of £976), A thice-sport scam capiain for
the Hig Reds, Mehi was also an Ali-Valley football linebacker and basehall first base-
than a5 well as a center in basketball.

He eamed All-Ohio football honors fog coach Jake Olsavsky while serving as co-
captain of the 1975 team which went 9-1. He played in the Ohio North-South game in
Columbus and tumed in a sparkling defensive effort for the Soush all-stara.

Recruited by Penn State University Tor footbaly, he was cited by coach Joe Patemo
and defensive coordinator Jemry Sandusky as Yone of the best inside Hnehackers™ ever
to play for ‘Lincbacker ",

Mehl was the leading tekler for the untbeaten |978 Nistany Lion team which bowed
to Aabarsa, 14-7 in the Sugar Bow] and probably cost PSU from being declared national champion. In that
gane, he fod Lion defenders with 17 stops. including 17 unassisted tackles.

After thal junior season, he was named the “Man of the Year™ by the Lipper Ohio Valley Dapper Dtun Cioh
and is one of enly three college athletes ta meeeive that honor.

The PSU defensive co-captain also led the Lions in lackies as a senior smd eammed second team All-
America honers by The Associated Press and United Press Tnternational.

Mehi was drafted in the NFL’s thin round by the New York Jets and played nine years befoee his carcer
was cut short with a rectiring knee injury.

He was the Jois’ leading defender from 1982-86 before a knee injury. The Jets' defensive signal-caller
recorded £72 total tackles (105 solos and 67 assists) in 1984, In 1983, he intercepted seven passes amd picked
4ff 15 carcer intereeptions,

Mehl was sefected o the Pro Sowl after the 1985 season when he seconded 115 tackles, 43 assisty and
three pass inenceptions.

Afier bis NFL carcer ended, he returned to the Ohio Valley and resides in St Clairsville.

Dee Davis cathlete - 19805)

Dee Davis {Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1981), The first OVAC girls” ath-
lete to cam first team AW, Va. bonors three times set Ohio Valley and state scoring
records which reinein on the books afier a guarter of a century. Overall, she ser three
OV and txee W, Va. scoring standards.

Athree-year Wheeling Park standaut, she scored a school secord 1,854 points includ-
inng 716 for a 32.5 average as a senior. She was named state “Player of the Yeur” and
captain of the Class AAA all-state team for the 1980 seasen, She scored a school-second
55 points vs. Weirton Madonna and sct a state tournament Class AAA scaring recont
which remains on the books after 27 veass. She tallied 43 points vs. Greenbrier East as
a sophomore in 978, In two state tournament games that yenr, she scored 76 points
including 13 of |4 free thiows,

Davis led Park 1o a state Class AAA rusnner-up spot as & senior when she also chasted 104 steals, 7t assists
and 87 rebmmds. After the szason, she was MVFP in the state North-South game where she scored 30 points.
She earned All-America mention in Street & Smith's and Converse magazines.

At Park, Davis also starred as a pitcher-shoristop on the first varsity softbal) weams and easned ail-state
recognition from the W, Va. Coaches Association.

She signed a buskethall scholarship to Tennessee Tech where she played for two seasons before finishing
her college career at West Virginta Universily. In her two seasons with the Mountaineers, she served as team
co-captdin in 1986 with Georgeann Wells, the fimst womas lo dunk in a college busketball game. In Davis'
junior season, WVU recorded its second-ever 20-win seasor with a 20-10 mask,

She also played baskethali with a LS. All-Star team in England and scored 150 points for 2 21 4 average.

Davis has completed ber 13th year s head girls' baskethal] coach ar her alma mater Park. She has guided
the Patriots inte six state tournaments snd won back-1o-back Class AAA championships in 1998-99 and
begame the first female to win the all-sports "OVAC Caach of the Year™ award. The Wheeling resident also
coaches sofibail.

Brian Swisher (amiete - 19805

Brian Swisher (Sistersville High School, Class of 1982). The 5.7, 143-pound
dynamo became the first three-time first team Al-W. Va. foolball bonoree in Tyler
County ns he led Sistersvifle High to back-to-back state Class A championships in 1480
and "R1.

Swisher led the Tigers to a 13-0 recerd in £981 s he set an Ohio Valley and W, Va,
record for seoring by a lineman with 26 touchdowns (reeeiving, rashing, retumns) and
156 points. He was runner-up for the Kennedy Award as state player of the year and
was necorded the Hunt Award 6s state Lisernan of the Year.

He set season and carcer puss recejving marks in the Ohio Valley and averaged 39.2
yards on kickolT returns and 20.2 vands on punt reruras. He also was productive on end-around rashing plays.

Swisher, who set an OV record by catching passes in 36 consecutive games — every game he started, Hig
career regular season 1otals were §26 receptions for 2,174 yands and 23 Ths.

He ied the OV in regular season pass receiving yards for 1980 (681 yards on 47 catehes) and 1981 (16
yards and 14 TDs on 53 receptions). Ax 4 sophemore. he landed 26 passes for 582 yands.

Swisher was o three-time AILOVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as ail-West Vigginia shree times.

In the spring, he competed in track as a 100 and 200-meter sprinter, long jumper and relay member. He
won cight individual medals in three state Class AA meets — a first in the 10} as o sophomore, six seconds
and a third, and was a member of o first place 4x 104 relay team. He tied 2 state meet AA 100-meter recori]
with a 10.9-second ok in the 1981 trials,

He signed a foothall scholarship with Marshall University and plaved Tour seasons, including throe vears
as a starting wide receiver, He Inaded 106 passes from 1982485 for 1,617 yords and 14 touchdowns. He was
Marshall’s leading receiver in 1983 with 32 catehes for 560 yards and thiee scores. He also was a Herd track
sprinter.

i Swisher currently resides in Lewis Center, Ohio.
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Joey Galloway (aiblete - 1990s)

Juey Galloway (Bellzire High School, Class of 1990). This Big Reds’ four-sports per-
former has excelled on the prep, collegiate and Emfcssiunal Jevels.

The mercury-hecled wide receivet was an Ali-Ohio gridder for coach John Magistro
before # spark inrg, career at Ohio State University. After bis Scarlett & Gray doys,
Gallowzy was a first round deaft pick by the Seaunle Seahawks of the National Foothali

HH o

Jalioway rewrote the Ohio Valley record books for pass receiving vards with 2,332 and
touchdown seceptions with 27, He eitded with 108 career catches, The 5.9 explosive game-
breaker he)ped lead the Big Reds to the OVAC 3-A football title his junior year, playing an
iHI.EP}"d] role in the 9-1 campaign. He landed 43 smsses for 973 yards und 43 TS thay Tall,
ﬁiﬂ oway was a three-time AN-OVAC and All-Valley hororee and was named All-Ghio second team in Division

28 1) senior,

In basketbull, he was just as dominating as a ﬁoim puard. Gallowny was a starter for three straight OVAC
champienship teams for coach Gene Amenitante. He eamed AI-OVAC, All-Valley and All-Obie honots.

Teie apringtinee suw Galloway serve the Biy Reds as an infieider on the baseball dinmond, but it was on the
qvlni where he made un even bigger impact. Cialloway claimed the state Division IT KK)-meter and 2040 state sprint
fitles az a scnior,

“The Bellaire Bulles then sock his emazing othletie skills ta Columbus, staming for John Cooper on the grid-
iron. He was honored as 13 All-Big Ten wide receiver as a junior—a season in which he grabbod 47 passes for
946 yards. His career totals at Ohio State werz 108 receptions for 1894 yards and 19 TDs. Galloway finished
witl 2,754 all-purpose yards and was the team’s co-captain in 1994, He was an All-Big Ten Academic honoree
in 1991, 1993 and 1994 while eamed the National Football Foundation Scholarship in ﬁ)‘)—i,l-la eameid a degree
in business/marketing,

Galloway was the eighlh nvcra!ifick in the [994 NFL Drfi. He glayﬂd five seusons with the Seahawks, catch-
ing 283 passes for 4457 yards and 37 Ths. In his best season in Seaitle, he coftared T?.gasscs far 1049 yards
anil 12 TDs. He left Seattie for the Dalles Cowboys and is now a member of the Tampa

2y Buccaneers,
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Matt Gandio (Athlese - 19905)

Mutt Gaudio (Brooke High School, Class of 1991). 'This fluid athlete dominated
the West Virginia prep hardwood as he was a four-year starter for the Bruins.

He concluded his spaskling Brooke carcer by being named the W. Va. “Player of
the Year" as well as the Gatorade state "Player of the Year' in 1991, The 6-7 forward
paced Brooke to records of 19-4, 224, 16-7 and 18-7 for a fous-year career mark of
75-22.

Gaudic was a two-time all-state Class AAA honoree and twice named 1o the ali-
state tournament ieam. He averaged 17.9 points and 10.1 rebounds as a sophemore
and followed that ap with a state Class AAA-best 24 8 scoring norm as a junior while
averaging 11 sebounds.

Gaudio capped his seperd prep career with a brifliant senior campalgn. He averaged 24.3 points and
grabbed 13.4 rebounds to repeat a3 AU-OVAC, All-Valley and All-W. Va. honors while belng accerded
_honomble mention Afl-America, He wus the first Bruin to eam first wam all-siate in boys® basketball.
Gaoudio surpassed the | 000 mark in career poists (1.874) and career rebounds €2,108), both Braia records.

te apted 1o continue his academic and athletic carger at Penn State University, where he was plagued
by chronic back problems which reguired surgery, T spite of the medical woes. Gaudio endurcd 1o wm
in 1 solid casger, During his redshint sephomore seasom, he averaged 9.4 points and 4.7 rebaunds o game
and was named recipicnt of the Lou Lamie Most Inspizational Player Award.

The following year, he served a8 student essistant coach while completing his liberal ans degree with
an emphasis on archisecture. He returmed to play a5 4 senior and was sccond on the team in scoring with
a 13.1 averaged while collected 6.4 rebounds & game during o 21-7 record season.

Cal Giffin (OVAC “Fumily")

Cal Giffin {Beflaire High School, Class of 1947). Onc of the legendary figures
invptved in the sport of high school track und cross country in the OVAC,

During iy 17 years employed as o wacher and conch in the Bellaire City School
District, Giffin was one of the founders and the directar of the famed Bellaire Relays.
During its 52-year history, the Belkaire Relays attracted many of Ohio™s greatest wthietes
to the Nelson Fickl, At voe time, the Bellaire Relays was mmgnized as the second-
largest frack event in the Buckeye State. His teams won [ive OVAC and district track
championships. During his reign, the Big Reds won 58 dual/tiangular tack meets. Also
whitle ar Bellaire, he served as an assistant coach in football and Baskethall, 1

Giffin's time-consuming work snd contributions o the Ohio Valley Athlciic
Conference included a term s é)residcnt {§973-74) end commissioner of the Tootbadl and basketball oificials.
He dirgcted many rmajor OVAC track meets und to honor bis efforts, the league champinnships in track and
fiell were remaried 43 the GVAC Cal Giffin Classic. He was a member of the Bastern Distrct of the Ohio
Athletic Board, the Qo High School Coaches Association, the Ohio Footbalt Coaches Associoion and the
Wational Collegiate Track and Field Coaches Association. He was voted into the Ohio State Track Coaches
Halt of Fame iz 1972, Giffin was presented two awards of merit from the DHSAA pad, following his death in
1975, he was selected for a posthumous Alsmai Achievement Award by West Libenty State College. Giffin
served the Eastern Ohio Coaches Assoctation as president as well as being (he state viee president for the Ohio
Association of Track Coaches.

Athletically, Cal was a throe-sport letterman (feotball, hasketball and track) at Bellaire High. He played on
the first Nig Reds’ football team to win an OVAC championship (19363, He also played m the hio-West
Virginia Afl-Star Footkall Game in 1947, Giffin's carer also led bim 10 the Mariins Fesry School District
whicze: he ws the supervisor of elementary and secondary education. From there, e became the principal of
S1. Clajesvitle High Schood and later served as superimendest of the St. Clainsville-Richland School District,
He received his B.A. in Edugation from Wess Liberty in 185 und his Master of Arts Degree in schioo] admin-
istration from WVU in 1967

Ron Mauck (0vAC ‘Fumily’}

Ron Mauck (Bridﬁcl[xm High School, Class of 1958). Educator, administratot, com-
munity Jeader. Mauck has been director of the OVAC Wn:suin% ‘Tournament, one of the
largest high school events of itg kind in the entire country, since 979, This highly-regand-
exd ¢hampionship was recamedd as the Ron Mauck OVAC Wieslling Towmament in 216

A pupil of the fate George Kovalick, an OVAC Hall of Famer and considered to be the
patriarch of high school wrestler in the Ohio Valley, Mauck also established the confer-
ence’s duzl mect chamy ipnstgp stamdings in 1971 and directed five WV, state tourns-
ments at the Wheeling 'E‘wic ‘enter (now WesBanco Arena). Three times, he served asa
volunteer on the staft for NAIA and NCAA Drvision 11 championships (hosted by West
Liberty State Coltege) held in Wheeling. In sddition 1o his dulies with the confererice mat
tournament, Mauck was a long-time member of the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All
Star Football Classic, He was assistant game director and fater served as game direetor [rom 1993 through 1998,

The Bridgeport High and West Libenty State Culle%e gracduate, who eamed bis master's in safety ecucation,
began his teaching and coaching carcer in 1965 at Follansbee High Schiool where he started the school’s varsi-
1y westling Hmmm and coached the school™s onty individual state champion (Lou Duly). While 2t Tollanshee,
Manck cosched Tobn Craig, a first-ime wrestler 1s a senior in 1963 who wenl on to becorne an All-American
ut West Liberty and later was one of the azea’s outstandiag coaches before becorning an administrator. When the
consolidaied Brooks High School opened in 1968, Ron was named te couch the wrestling 1eam where he titored
the Bruins' first Wesi Virginia mat champ in Jim Suddoth. Before retiring after 4 33-year career in education,
Mauck served Brooke as director of the school’s Driver’s Education artment, Physical Plant Divector,
Assistant Athletic Director and Athletic Director. In addition to having the OVAC Wiestling Tournament
renamed in his hoor, Manck also was presenied the “Mr. Mag™ Award n 1985. He was named the W. Va.
Wrestling Coaches Man of the Year {19873 and received recognition awards from the Upper Ghio Valley
Dapper Dan Ciub (1985 and 1297); W. Va. Athletic Dircctor of the Year (1995}, Muuck twice was selected
Warwood Ejens Citizen of the Year, winner of the H.V. Carcoran, Sr. Award (2001 and a member of the Brooke
County Wall of Fame (2006), He i3 pust president of the W, Va. Safety Association, the Riidgeport Alumni and
Warwpod Funior High Athlesic Asseciation.

Boyd Nelson (Mediu)

Boyd Nelson ¢(Bellaire High School, Class of 1545). Nelson spent 41 yexs as a
Ehowgmphcr with The Times Leader in Mariins Fery, Fellow staffers and Triends
ave called Bim a pioneer, a legend end, perhaps, the greatest goodwill ambassadar
in the newspaper’s history. His work behind the camera, according to many arga high
school coaches, help bring the spurts world alive to the readers of The Tentes Leader.
Nelsou, a quict, unassuming man, Jet his camera do his talking for him. No assign-
ment was toe hig nor too mental for Nelson, who had the nﬁ)ﬂnunily 10 take piciures
of sever: U.S. presidents from Harry Trumar though Ronald Reagan. Nelson chroni-
cled neaely every major ha{:peninn throughout the Ohio Valley and wus 2 familiar
snd much-weicome face at high school, college and professional games and matches
froen the start of his career in \be Jate 19405 untl bis redmmenr in 1988, As was pointed oul at the time of
his deatls in 2003, there wasn™L a gymsasiam, football field or basehall dismond in The Times Levder™s cov-
crage area where Nelson didn’t captare the caploits of athlees of ol ugfs and abilities. Among the future
rofessional greats he covered inclisled baseball hall of famers Phil Niekro and Bill Mazeroski; basketbail
wll of famer Jehn Havlicek, Joe Nickro, Tim Spencer, Olympic wrestler and coach Bobby Douglas and
Allan Homyak, just a to mention o few,

Boyd's devotion to his work also made him a role model and an inspiration to sspieing and seusoned pho-
l(zigmphx:m alike. Nelson shunned the Timelight throughout his life despite the urgings of co-warkers and
adpsirers to enter his piciures in statewide competition, As a vesult, he wos bypassed Tor many awards that
casily would have come his way, However, United Press Intemational began presenting swards to newspa-

er and magazine photographers in the early 19705 and the very first héoree was none other than Boyd

clson. When The Times Leader published a pictorial history of Eagtem Ohio in 1999, the ook was dedi-
cated 1o Nelsen, a lifelong Beiment County eesident. He bcf,;us his career following a stintirz the U S. Navy.
He served 4 stint in the Philippines during World War 11, After returning home, Nelson atiended Ohio
University for u year. Jowever, after being hived as a summer intern by The Times Leader. be neves returned
1o college and made photography his lifetime profession.

Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Coaches)

Panf “Bud” Billiard (Wellsburg High Schoal, Class of 1959). Head coach at Brooke
High Schoot far 23 scasons {1979-2001) where he compiled a record of 185 wins, 79
defeats and 1 tie. During this span, Billisnds Bruins won three West Virginin Class
AAA state championships — 1985, 1987 and 1990. His 1987 and "90 powerhouse
reeoriled perfect reconl scasons and both wen: pationally ranked. The 3987 team fin-
ished 25th in the country while the 1990 squad ended up in 23ed place. In 1994, Brooke
also ended the campaigh with 2 §0-0 recond but lost in the state playoffs. Fifteen of his
23 Bruin teams participated in the post-season playofTs and scven made the state cham-

jonship game. Also, Billiard coached the green and gold to seven OVAC Class AAAA
5‘:vision championships. He coached in two Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star
Football games and in three West Virginia North-South Games. He was amosg the founding members and
past presidens of the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association for whom he also whg chairman of the
group's unnual awards dizmer, He also assisted i organizing the OVFCA's Clinics und Prospect Nights.
Bitliand's Brooke coaching career alse incinded ¢ight years as an assistant in football. two years as # wresiling
assistunt, six years as head wrestling coach and three years a5 head tack coach, Prior to Brooke, be spent
four years ss an assistant in football at Whegling Central, two years as & volunteer assistant in wresting and
three years as head track coach.

Wihitle attending Wellsburg High Schoot, he played four years of foothall and lettered theee gcurs, serving
as teamn captain in 1958, He plu]ycd basetiall three yeurs, vaming two ketters, At West Liberty State College,
Billiard was a four-year varsity Jetterman in football playing on both the offansive and defensive lines. After
his junior scason, ke eamed first-team AI-WVIAC Taurels.

Among his awands are: Ohio Valley, OVAC and West Virginis Coach of the Year; Upper Ohin Valley
Dapper Dan Mars of the Year; Carl Hamill Coaching Award; Steubenville Moose Lodge Coach of the Year;
West Liberty State Coliepe Athletic Hali of Fame; 2005 Ghio Valley Fouwtball Coaches Hall of Fame inductes;
H.V. Coscoran Sr. Award for the Brooke football program bringing nutional attention Lo the Ohio Valley; and
a 2005 recipient of the West Virginia Athletic Coaches Assaciation’s Retired Coaching Award.

Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Cosches)

Richard "Lefty” Hall (Barnesville High School, Class of §959). ali was one of
the most successiul two-sport coaches (basehall/gotf) in OVAC history, compiling a
whopping 1,116 victorics over a 34-yenr span.

He began his haschall coaching career w1 Powhatan High School for a year before
taking the same post at St. Clarsville High Schoel, Tn bis 33 years with the Red
Devils (1969-208), his teams amassed an outstanding 513-320 secord.

With “Lefiy” calling the shots from the dugout, St. Clairsville won seven OVAC
championships and made five Ohio High School Athletic Association regional tour-
nament appearaoces {1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1997). The Red Devils advanced
to the stale taurnament “Final Four” in 1997, 5t. Clairsville also won five Eastern Otie Basehall League
tities under Hali's guidance.

Ha!l a8 named OVAC Coach of the year in 1991 and received the same accelade from the Eastern
District three times, 1990, 1995 and 1997, He also served as one of the coaches in the Mizuno All-Star
Series in 1997. A true baseball “junkie,” Hall was inducted into the Ohio High School Baschall Coaches
Hall of Fame in 1996 and was named the Ohio Bascbali Hall of Fame “Man of the Year™ in 1999,

Hail eoached six players who signed professional baseball contracts, the Tist including Gemry Craft,
Gene Cattane, Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik and Joe Dadek.

1n golf, “Lefty™ eoached St. Clairsville for 27 years (1974-2000) , finishing with a 601-123 record, He
had three usheaten teams and also kutored three squads that advanced to the Ohio state tournament. The
Red Devils alse cotlected 14 OVAC golf championships.

Hall, & Jife-tong resident of Damnesville, lettered in baseball and tiack while performing for the
Shamrocks, He graduated from Ohlo University.
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Warren Pugh (omicals)

Warren “Nookie” Pugh (The Linslg' Scheal, Class of 19200, The Wheeling Island
resilent who died in 1983 at the age of 81 served the coaching and officiating profession
very well and also was an outstanding contributer t bis commitice.

As un official, Pugh served s a football and basketball referee for over 40 years. !n
football. he worked in_both high school and Lt:llcEc. includinig the West "Virginia
intercatlegiste Athletic Conference and West Virginia University, Pitt and Penn State, A
baskethall official for more than 40 years, Pugh officiated high school and college con-
tests. In 1933 and 1934, he worked the entire West Virginia state high school baskethall
tournament, his partsers being Judge Pavl Camilleti the fimsy vear and Dink Westfoll the
second year. Pugh and John Gott of Bluefield blew the whisile for all 11 games of the
first WVIAC tozmament held in 1935 ot Fairmont, Pugh served as president of both the
Ohie Valley Board of Footbe!l ind Basketball Officials. He also was the referee of the famed Bellaire Relays
for many years and was later as the reer's honerary referee. He was also honored for bis service by the
Siradysidé Refays and the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission. Pugh condected officials’
clinics in several sports and wrote a news‘i;m 7 series on officiating. Pugh also was a Red Cross inssuctor in waler
satfety and life-saving for over 50 years. In his youth, he was recagnized ns 2 tri-state diving champion and was
known to many people in Wheeling Jor diving off the Suspension Bridge inio the Ohio River. He performed
that fea for the Tirst 1ime on Babor Day dusing The state fair held when be was ateenager. He repeatad that dive
on several other occasions during his youth, He coached swimming al his alma maicr The Linsly School for
nearly thiee decades, guiding the Cadéls to 26 OVAC championships, including 25 ina row,

Pugh was also a temendous athlete, espccialiy as a football player. He attended Alderson-Broaddus College
in Philipps for swe years ard played football before transterring to Davis & Elkins College whers was a stelior
Tullback and center Tor Hall of Fame Coach Cam Henderson, Since eligibility rudes never n:ﬁ}i?r existed i those
days, Pugh played four g@m at &FE. His community serviee included t5 years as Wheeling's Recreation
Director, two terms as Ohio County Sheriff and six years us an Ofio County Commissioner, Pugh was induct-
ed into the West Visginia Spors Hull of Fame (1980), 1he Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame {1%84) and
now the Ohio Valley Athictic Conference Hall of Fame.

Bob Gain (Athlete - 19405)

Bob Gain (Weir High Scheol, Class of 1947, An all-time great on the high schoo),
college and professionat levels, he started his foothalf career for the Red Riders and
swice eatned fisst leam All-OVAC bosors a8 nJineman and was honored on the §946 All-
W.Va. selections. .

In 1969, he was selected as o *Modern Era® defensive tackle on un All-Time Ohio
Valicy football temn selected by The Entelligencer newspapez. In 2003, he was hanored
o an All-Time WiV, ligh schoot teans selested by The Fairmont Times newspaper.

Al Weir High, hie was (he largest ull-state honoree at 6-2, 210-pounds und wiss a two-
way tackle as well as handling punting and kickoff duties. His late coach Carl Hamill
never singled out bis best Red Rider football produet but glways stasted his Hst with Gain, o four-year starter
and his most honored protégd.

Gain is regarded as the greatest fineman in Usiversity of Kentucky, where he was a three-time All-
Southeastern Conference hosoree and a two-time first team All-America choice in 1949 and 1950, As 2 sen-
jor, he won the Outland Trophy as the nation’s outstanding Hneman, the first from the SEC se honored, and
one of anly two from the Ohio Valley, The other Outland Trophy honoree was the Univessity of lows's Calvin
Jones from Steuhenville High. Playing for Lhe legendary Paul “Bear™ Bryant at Kentucky, the Wildcats were
3410-2 bn Gain's four seasons and he was so-captain of the 10-1 recond team that epset natianal champion
Oklihoma in the 19534 Sugar Bowl. Gain was the No. 5 choice ~ the highest ever for an OVAC athlete — in
the first round of the 1951 NFL Draft by the Green Bay Packess. However. he opted for Ottawa in the CFL
before starting a 12-year NFL carcer with the Cleveland Browns. The five-Ume Pro Bowler was a stener on
three NFL champioaship teams under legendary coach Paul Brown in 1954, 1953 and 1964,

The Cleveland area resident Bas been inducted into seven Halls of Fame — Colfepe Football, West Vieginia
Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, University of Kentucky, Cleveland and Akron Halls and Cleveland
Browns' Legends Hail,

Phil Niekro (Atntete - 19505)

Phil Niekrs (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1957). The Baseball Hall of Famer got
his athletic start with the Bulldogs where be was a three-spont performer. Besides base-
batl, he was a football end and basketball forward and a teammate of fellow OVAC Hall
of Famer Join Haviicek.

Nicknamed “Knucksie” beestise of his staple pitch, the knucklehafl, which he leamed
fromm his father, Niekro was o four-vear Bulldog pitcher with a 17-) career record, His
only loss was 10 1o Tiltonsvitle in 1954, bis freslyman year, when fellow Busehall and
OVAC Hall of Fames Bill Mazeroski bt the yame-winging bome run. The 1955 Bulldog
team shared the East Ohio League 1itde with Mantins Ferry. In 2 9-4 Ohlo sectional tour-
nament win over St. John's, Niekro won the game in relief and belted o two-run single. Bridgeport, however,
was halted in (he finals by Shadyside, a team twice defeated by the Bulldags. In 1956, Nickro and the Bulldogs
defeated Steubenville Central, 7-1, in the Class A district tovrnument afler seetional wing over Bamesville und
St. Clairsville. Bridgepors buwed to East Liverpeol in the disteict finals. As a sepier, Niekro tossed a four-hit-
ter and strick out 10 i1 4 4-2 win over Steubenville Centrad for the OVAC Ohio-side title. He eardier hurled an
8-2 win over East Liverpool in the Cluss AA district semifimals. Unbeaten Steubenville Centrad balted
Brdgeport, 6-F in the finals.

Niekm, who also played for the Bridgeport Legion tearm and Blaine in the sutmmmer Twilipht League, was
signed by the Milwaukee Braves for o S50 bosus at a 1958 tryout camp in Bellaire.

1n 1964, he staried o 24-vear major league carcer with the Braves, New York Yankees, Cleveland Indians
und Toronto Blee Jays. He had a 318-274 carcer record while appearing in 864 games and striking out 3342
hatters, cight on the all-tinse cherts. He hirded a no-bitter and won five Gald €loves and was named 1o five
All-Star 1eams, The Braves honored him by crecting a bronze statue in frost of their home stadiom and, in
(997, he was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame, He resides in the Atlanta area.

Lee Patrone (Athlete - 1950s)

Lee Patrane (Bellaire High Scheol, Class of 195363, For 50 years, Patrone was the all-
thme leading career scorer i Big Reds' history with §,842 points in three seasony. He led
Deltaire High 1o three steaipht sectional ttles with won-lost raarks of §3-4, 20.3 and 19-
4 while averaging 23,5, 267 and 339 points per game each season. His 27.( point cureer
average remaing a school record.

The two-tlme fisst team All-OVAC honoree, and an All-Ohie first team honoree by
The Associated Press o8 a senion, he way 3 scoring machine with 57 carcer pames over
20 poimis. inclding ol 23 45 4 senor, snd he kad 28 stralght games in which be scored
at least 24 points.

He tallied 54 poists nvice ina game In 1956, inchding his final gavne while playing with an injured led
against Martins Ferry in the district toumames title gaime. Ferry prevailed, 9E-87, while surviving a limping
Patrone’s heroics. Earlier. against o Bridgeport tcam featuring Basketball und OVAC Hafl of Famer John
Havilicek, he canverted 25 goals. His 299 goals in a seasor remains o school standand.

After o brief stay at Ohio State, the stocky 64 guard enrolled at West Virginia University in 1937 and led
the 1958 freshman team in scoding with a 20-point nonm. A member of the 1939 NCAA runnez-up tcam led by
All-American Jerry West, he was second to West in 1960 team scoring with a 142 per game norm and was
named to three all-tournament reams: NCAA regiona, Southern Conference and University of Keatucky. A
Virginia sportswriter described him as “good enough (o be cocky and cocky enough to be good.”

As i senior, he was a thinl team Al-America honoree by Helms Foundation. He ended his career with 1028
points -— then seventh best in WVU history,

After graduation, he taught and coached five scasons at Wintersville High School where his first 1969 team
went 14-4 and 1972 team was E6-4. Afler retiring, he relocated 16 his current home in Florida,

Bob Hummel (Ashlete - 19605)

Bab Hummell {(Moundeville High School, Class of t966). This 6 ft. 3 guard wus a
scoring machine for Moundsville High Schoel before taking his vast hoop talents s West
Vicginta University.

Hummell finished his stellar Tour-year prep carcer with 941 points, good for a 22.6
ptr game pverage. ‘That average still ranks sixth among Class AAA players in the state.

His senior year was one for the record books at the Mamshatt County school. He poured
in 897 points in 25 pames for o 339 average, which is tied for the highest average in
Ciass AAA archives.

Mareover, his scoring antics translaied into tcam success as Moutidsville Ginished as
state runnenp in Class AAA, the school’s fitst state finat since 1520, Hummell torched
Richwood for 45 markers in the state semifina game. He established the Moundsville single-zame scoring
murk with 53 points in a win against Follanshee. Huminell was chosen as the West Virginiz “Player of the Yea™
by the Morgantown Touchdown Ciub while also being named captain of the Class AAA all-state team, all-
OVAC and Scholastic Coach All-America, He also was & top-notch baseball player for Moundsville, caning
second-team all-state honors ey a pitcher.

Following his glorious stay at Moundsville, Hummell joined the WVU hoop squad and ke wasted oo time in
making his presence felt. Humme!! fod the WYL frosh wam in scoting with a 242 aversge, Including 2 45 -
point outhurst against Maryland and 41 against Duguesnse. In these days. freshman were ineligible by NCAA
rules from playing on the varsity Jevel,

He wenron o average £2.9, £5.5 und 140 points a game the following three seasons, all of which he served
he Mountaineers as & stagter, Hummelt was the team’s capeain bi senior scason.

Hurumel! wotaled 1,137 points i his WY career, placing him seventh in school annals at the time his career
ended in 1970, he was an adept free throw shooter, hitting u an 80.7 <lip for his career. Humme!s — who had
14 games of 20 or sore points — was selected to the 1966-75 zll-time WVU hoop team.

Harry Wilson (athtete - 19605)

Harry Wilsor (Steubenville High Schoot, Class of 1963). This former Big Rexd star
ranks with the elite nmring backs in OVAC history.

His gridiron career at Steubenville was nothing short of spectacular. His abitity to
carry the football 1ook bim to a starting ofe ot the University of Nebraska ond o shost
stint with the N¥L's Philadelphia Eagles.

The 5 0. §F, 90-pounder was also a safety and kick retumner for Big Red, but
rushing the foothall is what Wilson did best.

He carried the Big Red te a 9-1 mark his senior season, 1 compaign in which the
lefferson County charges pocketed a prized 14-8 win over heralded Massitlon. Wilsen
paced the Ohic Valley in both rushing yards and scoring with 1,756 inlantry stripes and 23 touchdowns. The
former standand s a modem day school recerd for a 10-game campaign.

His achievements gamered him Ohio “Back of the Year” designation by both the AP and UPL in Class AA,
which was the largest class back then. He was named first team all-Ohio 2nd a Schalastic Coach All-American.
Wilson was almost as dominating his junior year. The “Steubenville Stomper™ mushed for 1,586 yards and
scored 28 touchdowas and 168 points in 10 games. He was sclected first team all-Ohio by AP as a safety while
also earning all-OVAC and afl-Valley laurels.

Wilson — who was also sicknamed “Lighthorse — enjoyed o sparkling carser at Nebraska, He led the
Cornhuskers in rushing his junior and senior scasons, finishing bis carcer with 1,702 yands ond a stelfar 5.0 per
CarTy averige,

He was named unanimous all-Big Eight as a senior and honorsble mention All-America by UPL He has the
distinetion of playing in three major bowi games —Cotton, Orange and Supar.

After his playing days in Lincoln, Wilson was selected in the (hind rouml of the 1967 NFL draft by the
Eagles. He spent three years with the team as a backup runsing back and kick retamer.

Ed Burgy (Atete - 1970s)

£d Burgy (Bellaire High School, Class of 1971). Tais furmer Big Reds’ star remmains
he measuring for prep baseball greatness in e Ohio Valley,

‘hile also staming iz football and hasketball at the Guernsey Street school, Burgy
distingtished immsell a8 arguably the premier prep baseball player in OVAC anmals.
While his baseball statistics are staggening, be accomplished them in just three seasons
g3 Bellaire High did not start a baseball program umil Burgy's sephomone seasen.
Knawn for his nverpowering pitching prowess, Burgy was also 8 tremendous shcmsmx
and powerful kitter. Burgy etched his named in Beliafre High, Ghio Valley and OHSA.
record books. The three-year All-Valley first-team honoree completed is prep carcer
with a 20-5 record, stili the most wins éver by a Big Reds’ pitcher. He owns the career
strikeont mark with 326 (in liust 175 maings) aod the single-season strikeout standard of
128, While pussesying nearly-unhittabls heat, he also owned great control. The talented fght-hander walked
Jjust 33 barsers i his career snd wens ¢ight straight games without issuing a buse on balls. He carved out state
Tecords with a mipuscule 0.13 ERA for a scason and an (.63 ERA for a carcer. His thind OHSAA T{DL‘E)R; was
no-hitter
triples in

for biling 16 shutouts. Burgy also set un Oldo Valley mark with 23 strikeotts in o 10-innin
versus River. He was also a deadly hitter. Burgy owns Bellaire High reconds for hits in o game (bf',
u season (8) and career triples (12{.

Burny also was a stetlar, four-year foothalf performer for coaches Rudy Sharkey and Juke (Hsavsky. He was
a slushing running back untii his senior season. OIsa\'sk%' opted to switch urgry to quasterback . a move thal paid
bip dividends, Busgy belped guide the Reds to an 8-1-1 season, losing only to Maricta (12.0) while Bying

Intersvitle (lH)).éTIe wis jetned in the backfield by Ron Lee, who went on o fame with WVU and the
Beltimore Coits. Burgy wos u multi-talented hoopster. Starting for three scasons, he povred in 1,197 points, a
tetal Crat stil) ranks seventh on the all-thme schotl scoring card. It was second oaly to legendary Lee Patrone
when Burgy hung up the Big Red sneakers. He was a first-feam Al-Valley Big School honoree his sophomore
amd junior scasons. F{c caploded in ki senfor campaign for n 21.2 per game average, |

Burgy wad & sixth.vound draft choice of the New York Mets and spent three years in the Mets® farm sysiem,
E{r)s_t 11 Virginia follawed by a stop in Pompano (Fladand Memphis. He kad 13 wins in one season and fanned
20 in one game.

Bruce Smith (Athtete - 19705)

Bruce Smith (Martins Forry High Schoul. Class of 19763, He i3 at the 1op of the Jist
when it comes to distance running as a four-time Ohio state champion who set countless
meet, valley und school records clong the way.

In cross country, Smith was a three-time Al-Ohioan (1973, 74 and 75}, capturing
first place at the state meet in both his jurior (4:43.0) and senior ($:33.4) scusons after
placing seventh {12050} as  sophemere. His time in 1975 was the state record ot the
time.

As both a junior and sentor, he also finished first in the sectionul, district, OVAC and
Belmont County meets and finished endefeated both years. As a sophomore, he was
second in the sectional, district and county meet and third in the OVAC.

He was a three-time All-Easrern Disteder and AD-Valley bonoree in cross country as well.

n track, Smith carned AlL-Ohio status two tmes (1975, "76), winning the state championship in the two-
ife run botl vears. He posted 4 thme of 22151 23 a sentor after winning in 2:31.1 a5 a jusior. He also placed
seventh at the state event a3 a sophomore (9:39.9),

He finished ficst in the sectional and district meets all tree vears, winning the county event twice aad
finishing as runner-up once. In OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one-mile rin and linished 1hind in the B80-
yard run as & senior: and captured the fwe-mile run as both a sophomore and junior,

Semith garnered All-Eastemn District and All-Valley faurels three times in track.

In the two sports af Marsing Perry, Srith was pare of four undefeated teams, throe sectional and district
championsiip teams, one OVAC championship tears and tiree GVAC renser-up teams.

Smith was also a long-time competitor i most arez rmad races, including several years as the top local
runner in ihe Elby’s Distance Ruce (now the Ogden 20K Classic).
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Wendy Baker (atiiese - 19805)

Wendy Raker (East Liverpool High Schoel, Class of {989). A two-sport standout for
the Lady Potters, excelling in both basketball and softbali,

On the court, she was z four-year varsity performer, becoming the {irst player in
school history fo exceed 1,000 career points, finishing with 1,127 tallies. As a senior,
she averaged 21.5 points per game. Baker also excelled defensively, posting 291 career
steals incloding 835 as a senior.

As a senior, she was s second team all-Ohio Division 1 selection who was selected to
play in the McDonald's All-Star Ciassic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class 4-A,
District 5, Division 1 and All-Columbiana County “Player of the Year™. She was alsu an
Al-OVAC 2nd All-Eastern Diistrict first team choice as 4 junior and an oll-District honorble
pick us a sophomore.

On the diamond, Baker’s career pitching numbers included 49 victories and 226 strikeouts and 46G-plus
batting average. Her senior season mumbers included a lofty 477 average along with some impressive
pitching numbers — 19 victories, 117 strikeouts and a (.54 ER.A. She batted 483 as a junior with 32 RBI
and had 104 pitching wins, registering 109 strikeouts and a §.77 ERA, As a sophomore, she hit 422,

Baker’s softbul all-star honors included two-time Afl-Ohio (first team 08 & senior, second team a5 o
juion); and wo-sime All-OVAC Class 4-A.

She atsended Wheeling College and played basketball for 1ovo seasons, seering 882 points and posting 182
steals dudng that time, She gained ficst team AZl-West Virginia Intercelfegiate Athietic Conferenes honors as
2 sophomore after gaining honorable mention as a freshman,

mention

Dennis Swearingen (Atblete - 1980s)

Denuis Swearingen (Marting Ferry High Schoul, Class of 19823‘ He earned 10
vorsity lemers in foar sposts, mnkm% Tis biggrest marks in foothall nad basketball,

In football, hie was a three-year letterman as starting quarterback/defensive back,
wmassing 1,616 yards passing and 890 vards rushingr' while Jeading the Purple Riders
to a conibined 21-9 record, including a'spotless $0-0 mark in kis sophomore season,
Ferry’s first perfect record in 20 years, Ga defense, he was credited with §235 tackies
aad bad 11 pass interceptions, He was a twe-time [ist team AP All-Ohic Class AA
defensive back, caming sccond toam afl-star honors from UPE both vears as well. He
also pamered fizst seany Al-OVAC Class AAA, All-Eastem District Class AA and All- A el
Valley honors twice. Following his senior seasen, Swearingen was numed a
Ccutcnna(:ly Prep Ali-American, an EHpper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club special honoree and participated in
the OVAL Charity All-Star Football Game.

In basketbali, wcurinﬁen was 4 three-year starter and 1 X)0-point career scorer and he was a key mem-
ber of Ferry's squad whick posied a 20-5 record and advanced to the Ohio Class AA :E;;ioaal finals in Athens
in 1982, Scoring 14.7 points per game s a senior, he was named first team All-OVAC Class AAA {captain),
All-Distzict 12 and All-Valley as well as sccond Leam All-Easiemn District Class AA. He played in botk the
OVAC and District 12 All-Star Games. As a f’uniur, Swearingen sverzged 189 polnts per 'game and was
named first team AN-OVAC Class AAA and All-District 12, sccond team All-Eastern District Class AA and
1iird team All-Valley.

Swearingen also was a three-year [etterman in baseball, earning AIMOVAC Class AAA honars twice. He
also lettered in track as a senior.

Swearingen went on to a stellar four-year football career at Ohio University, praduating in 1986 and posi-
tioning himself in the top (ive on the Bobceats” all-time passing list in 1D categories (through 2005), He is
second in pass attempts in 2 game {57} and season (383); thisd i pass completions l‘oragmmc (31) an sea-
son (195} as well as F:rsses for a season (13); fourth in yards a.ssu;g or o game (133}, season {2,056)
and cgscr( % .'%2%67';) a3 well as pasy atfempts {369) and completions 512) or & coster) and fifth i career pass-
ing yards (3 N

Jeff Snedegar (atblete - 1990s)

Jeff Snedegnr  {Buckeye Trail High Schoel, Class of 1995). He put up lofiy
numbers duting his foar-year gridimon career, culminating in his selection as the AP
All-Ohio I¥vision V Offensive Player of the Year and findshing s runner-up in the
voting for Ohios “Mr. Football” awan] following his senlor season,

A6 fi. 3, 216-pound four-year letterman at quarterback and linebacker for the
‘Warriors, he racked up 700 yards offensively and registered 673 tackles on defense,
He alse earned second team All-Ohio foilﬂwin% his sephomore and jenier years and
was a thiee-time All-Eastern District and Al-OVAC sefection,

As 2 senior, he led Trail 5o its first and only CHSAA playofT appearance (the
‘Warriors ficished with an 11-2 overall record, winning two games before losing in the
Division V state semifinals to Wellsville). That year, he passed for what was then a scheoel record 1,769 yards
while rushing for 1,621 yards for a combined total of 3390 yards, He participated in 212 defensive stops as
a senior.

Snedegar was ulso u three-year lettermun in baskethali (ke didn’t play as a junior}, finishing fourth on
"Trail’s all-time scaring list with 834 points and third in carcer rebounding with 561. He averaged 16.1
points per game as o senior, caming special mention AP AI-Ohio as well as first team All-Eastern District
and Al-OVAC,

The 2000 Buckeye Trail Hafl of Fame inducies went on to a stellar career at the University of Kentucky
(1996-99), earniny four letters as an outside linebacker. As n freshman, he had 42 tackles, startext three games
end was named the outstunding special teums’ player and he followed that up with 97 tackles 25 a sopho-
maore. Snedegar had 63 tackles and four sacks us a junior, helping Kentucky ta an Outback Bowl berth where
he recorded 11 tackles in 2 loss ¢ Penn State University. In lus firal year at UK, he had 84 tackles, four sacks
znd two interceptions, earning him defensive MVP honors. He was selected o the Ali-Southeast Conference
squad and was named to the Ail-American Farm Football Tesm by Successful Farming Magazine.

Snedegar was signed by the Miami Dolphins of the N¥L in 2000 as an undrzfted free agent.

OVAC Hall of Fame
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Bill West (athlete - 19905)

Hitly West {Buckeye Local High School. Class of §993). He made bis biggest
impact on the football field, earning AHl-Chio honors three times, including twice asa
firsk teasn selection,

West also was a three-time AU-OVAC selection (1990, 91 and *92) and a three-tine
All-Easten: District pick (first team in "%1 and 92, second team in "$0). He also par-
ticipated in the Rudy MumleyAOVAC Charity All-Star Footbatl Classic foliowing his
Senior season,

After starting as a freshman at Buckeye North, where he rmshed for 900 yards despite
missing two-pius games due 1o injury, he put up some ultra-impressive numbers at the
newjy-cansolidated Buckeve Local High School.

He [nished with what still stands as a school-recond 4,558 yards, including a single-seasen effort of 1,846
vands as a senior. He elso had 1,719 yurds ns a junior and 1,093 as a sophomore. He ulso owns six of the top
seven individual game rushing reconds at Buckeye Local, headed by a whopping 335-vurd pame against
Martins Ferry in 1991 (second all-time).

West scoved 152 points on the gridiron, including 152 ia his fieal seasot.

Buring bis three years with the Panthers, the team compiled a 28-4 combined secont (9-2 in 1990,18-1 in
1991 and 9-1 in 1992), making the playoffs twice and narmewly missiog o 4 third,

West also lestered three years in toack shd two In basketbalt for the Panthers.

He was a four-yesr letieoman ar the University of Pigtsbucgh, staring for three years and eaming Ail-Big
Fast “Offensive Player of the Year” honors as # sophomors (1994) after replacing Atl-Amesican sailback
Curtis Martin in game two and rushing for 1,358 yardg, fifih on the all-tine single-season rushing list. A
Panther tri-captuin as a senior, West finished s the school’s fourih all-time leading rusher with 2 807 yards.

Donna Joseph (0vaC “Family”)

Danne Joseph (Shadyside High School, Class of 1964). A leader in the OVAC
track fnd cso83 cotmtry community for three decades, she nlso coached gizls track and
boys and girls cross country 4t alma mater Shadyside High School from 1983-98,

A registercd track and cross country official for 39 years, she started working Cal
Giffin OVAC Track Meets in the early 1970s and continues 1o scrve as direetor of
the Class A-AA meet, a position she started in the mid-1980s.

She: cuirently is chairpersen of the OVAC Trck Comimiztes with over 13 years an
the boastt and is co-chairperson of the OVAC Cross Country Committee with, over
20 vears of service with the proup,

A recipient, along with husband Buwch Joseph, of the Cal Giffin OVAC Truck Secvice Award, she also
g been active with the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches.

She &s presently the secretary and membership chairperson of the QAT&CCC and serves on the
Executive Board of the statewide organization. Donna and Buich handle the registration for the annual
track clinic attended by an estimated 1,700 coaches.

She served as Meet Manager for the Midwest Meet of Champions when Ohio hosted ihe event ot Ohio
Wesleyan College and also served as Obio conch when the meer was contested in Endianapolis, Ind. The
Tosephs were awarded the Ed Barker Award this year from the OAT&CCC,

Besides rack and cross country, Denga also has served on the committees and wosked the annual Sam
Mumley OVAC Basketball All-5tar games and the Rudy Mumley OVAC Footbail All-Star games. She
also assisted with the OVAC Volleyball Tournaments and team standings, The 1964’ Shadyside High
graduate earned her degree from Ohio State University in 1968 and her master’s degree in 1983 from Ghio
University. She was a mathematics instructor at Shadyside from 1968-98,

Nick Bedway Medis)

Nick Bedway (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1958). Que of the area's most
versatile and protific newspaper sporis joumalists for five decades, he has heen on the scena for
numierous OVAC evenis since 1960

Afler sttending West Liberty State College for one year, he jained the Wheeling News-Register
a8 a copy bay in 1960. Later that year. be joined The Intelligencer staff as a sportswriter. In 1967,
Bedway joined the News-Reyister staff headed by Bill Van Home und was promoted to Assuciate
Sporta Editor tn 1971, Bedway became N-R Spons Editor #1995 2nd was named Exccutive
Sponts Editor of The Intclligencer/News-Register in 2000, a position he beld wntil he retired in
2005, He authored daily and Sunday newspaper columns entitled “Nick’s Notebnok" and aiso
wrote colusins on weea golf, bowling, coliege spons, outdoors and the Wheeling Nailess’ hockey
team, The OVAC media guide was dedicated o Bedway in 1999, He served as co-publicity director of the QVAC Rudy
Mumley Afl-Star Gune from its inception in 1972 vntil 1990, Bedway also served as the OVAC standings’ statistician in
foatbadl, boys anid girls baskethall und baseball for rmore than 25 yeurs.

Bedway served oae fenn in 1977 as president of the W. Vi Sposts Wiiters Association and received the Gene
Muorehouse Award in 193(Hrom the organization. He was inducted intg the Ogden Newspapers 2K Classic Hall of Fame
in 206 and the Mecdlia Wing of the Ohio Baseball Hatl of Fame in 1996, He twice was selected to serve o3 the Honorary
Referee for the W. Va. Super Six Class AA state champlonship football ganes held at Wheeling 1sland Stadium,

Bedway was the inaugural recipient of the Father John Lester Award for a lifetime of suppaort to local sports and youth
of the Ohio Valley und received the Spirit and Leadership Award feom the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Clubs, He alse
has received awanls from the Wheeling Soccer Association, Allegheny Mountain District UL, 5. Tennis Association,
Wheellng Post 1 Amedican Legion Baseball Team, Oglebay Park Men's Golf Clob, and the Ohio Valley Golf Association.
A past member of the Wheeling Hall of Fame Commitiee and current member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committer,
Bedway also is active with the Wheeling Eions Club und received, i 2009, the Leonard Jarrett Award, the highest Lion
Hionor bestowed in West Virgini, Currenify the chapter secretary und Board of Directors’ member, he has served as media
refations director, chapter president, first vice-president and Tail Twister. Married 45 years to the former fudy Katona, the
Bedways hud four clildren and have five grandchildeen,

Earl Klevins (officials)

Eurl Kievins (Warwood High School, Class of 1934}, One of the Ohio Valleys most
prominent football and basketball officials during a 35-year carcer from 1938 to 1573,

Kleving astended Wheelitty High School for one and 2 half years before transferring 1o
Warwood High, from which fie graduated in 1934, He played high school baskethafl at both
schools.

Eart attended Bethany College where he played foolball and basketball along with com-
peting in track under legendary coach John Knight.

Kleving officiated in his first basketball game in 1938 at the Madison gymnasism. The
opponents on that oceasion were Wheeling High and Hridgeport and his officiating partner
was another OVAC Hall of Fame miember, the ate Walter Heil. Thirty-five vears fater when he buny ap his
whistle, Klevins had officiated in more than 1,300 basketball garnes and 370 football games an the high school and
callepiate level.

Along with serving as an OVAC official, Kievins officiated gumes in the Southern Conference, the West Virgiaia
1 Hegiate Athlstlc Conf and at many other colleges in the tri-state area.

He afse played professionatly with the Wheeling Blues basketball tzam and was a long-time participant in local
independent ieagues and kumaments.

Klevins was a long-timic standout ozt the arca tennis courts, winning many local, regional end national touma-
ments, In 1973, Earl and his partner won the United States national doubles title in the 75-and up age bracket. The
tournament wag held in Mynle Beach, 5€, At age 45, he woun the West Virginia state singles fitle and teamed with
the late Loran Mercer for doubles honers in their age group. Eadd zlso won sumernes Oglebay Park Tennis Club
championships through his mid-80s at which time he retired from competitive tennis,

The conuninee for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Basketball Classic presented Kievina with the Robert “Bobby™
Dawson Officials Awacd, Earl and his wife Eocy have been tnamied for mone thax 70 years. They raised thive
children: Earl Jr., Judy and Robert, They have been blessed with four grandchildren and five great grandchildren.
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Sam Andy (Coaches)

Sam Awdy (Wheeling High Schaod, Claas of 1938). The winnlogen eoach o (hdo Valley
high school berys® baskethall histary with 611 wina aver a 3%-year career. Andy surpassed a
tecord set by charter GVAC Hall of Fame inchociee Richord L. “Dick™ Potts.

Anty’s heal coaching career included two seasoms @ Frazeysburg (0) High Schoal (1964-
1966), seven yean 8t Wheeling High School (1969-1976) ond the Last 30 years &t Wheeling
Park High School (1976-2006).

Second slidime for victories in West Yirginia's big schocl clms, Andy’s teams won theee
Cleas AAA s1me champonships (1976 at Wheeling High. 1950 and 1995 & Whecling Pask).
The (995 state final was one of Lhe memomsbie pmes in W.Va boys' baskeiball
hixzory =3 Apdy‘s Pairlots defened Beckley Woodrow Wilson 99-36 Iz a (riple-overnime mas-

terplece.

He alsa ha! one other Pairiod squad fintsh 23 the stake nomez-up (1997) and four serimilicalis wxms (1968, 1990,
1998 and 2000). Ansdy coached in 922 games and his clubs experienced only three Josing seasons. Under hin dinection,
Wheefing High and Wheeling Pask qualified for an OYAC recond 20 st tommamends. In 37 yeas of the two Ohio
County schaols, Andy produced 31 sectional champlonstip teams, 28 Region One litlists and six Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference division pranant winsen.

Theough most of his career, the Wheeling Wiklcats and Park Patriots dominated their rivals in the conference, wir-
Titng 78 percent of thelr games against OVAC npponents. They alw snmsally played a schalule that iocludel many of
he top bhaskethall powets i the Bate, Andy coached four West Virginia Player of the Year standouls and tad 31 play-
ers eamn colkege achodarships, inchading several Divislon | ealwarts.

He 1wice wes bonorsl as the OVAC Coach of (he Yeer (1976 ancl 1995). In 2004, be was sedected ay the Upper Chin
Yalley Dapper Dan Club’s Co-Man of tho Year aloag with Moarme Central Caach Jay Cifcosta. [n 2007 be wes the
tecipket of he Pard Haberdickd Coaches’ Award esemel by the commitiee drecting the annuad Samuel A, Mumley
OVAC Haskeiball Classic. A §958 graduste of Whecling {hﬂ‘l Schoo] A.ndy pradusted from Wesl Literty Staie
College n 1963, He wes o basketball starter ol kefterinan o

Bill Hinegardner (Ceaches)

Bl Hinsgandeer (Meadow Bridge High School, Class of 1960). Referred to by the late Bill
Vi Home a8 W V2. Wrentling's “Man of Chamcier.” Hine gardner recetved his bachelor's degree
fromn Cotcord College in 1965 and master’s degree from West Vi Ungversity in [968. The
rmcmmmmwwmmwhm%smmsmm
mathematics teacher 11 the 1964-63 schood year. He served @ an msistant coach In wrestling and
foolball at Moendsyille High for three yran before laking over the head wrexling poxltion when
the comsolidarsd Johm Manhall High School ifs doors el the outset of te | schaol
yzar. Diring his (4 years as bead cooch, Ih:hmm:h herame ooc of the mos uccss-
ful in the OVAC and sls0 In the state of West Virginia, Hincgerdnes s tan won four W, Va. Clan
Mﬁchmpimthlpl(lm 1973, ]Wdlrldlm)Tt:Mmm‘hxmahamm:n-upf
1fmes and finshed Jower Lhan it place oily ooce in the W, Va. Stase Toumament. The Ron kauck OVAC Wirsling
Toxrmament saw Hinegatinet ‘s Joim Marsheib ke the overal]l keam tile four imes (1972, 73,74, "D and
finith second five thies. Toe Morarchs alsy earned five OYAC Class 4- A ditkes and emerped a3 Claan 4-A Duad Meet wrin-
nets five times. From Devember of 1971 trough Decerber of 1976, ‘n wresthen went trough 41 straight
deal matches without o defeat. His overall dust meet recond wan (33-29-£. Hineganboer's program produced 20 fodivid-
ual mate champsiona. In 1996, be was 2 member of the late Mike Linsky's staff that kesd Jobm barshall to the W. ¥a. Clos
AAA Toohall thle. He served oy Presidert or Direcioe of the W. Va. Wreslling Coaches Assoc : lhe Region Omo Cosches
Assoclation; Marthall County Coaches Axtocistion: Co-Direriar of the OVAC snd W. Va. Stade Toumamenis; Execrtlve
Board Member of the OVAC and the WVSSAC for Wrestling. i wwands inclode National W) HaY of Fame
Lifetime Service In Wi Avand (2004); Natkoral High Schoot Craches Axsocialion District 3 Coach of the Year
(L976); DYAC Coach of the Year (L574): W, Va. Wicslling Coach of the Year (throe timesy, Uppet hhio Yalley Dapper
Dax: Achicvernent Awsnds (twre tmes); Mr. Mat Awand for coofribution to the spoit of wresting i the OYAC (1984),
Upper Ghio Valley Dapper Dan Card R. Hamill Avand r2000); Mowndiville Arsa Jusior Chamber of Commerce Jim Edge
Awsrd (1977) given for cutstandmy work i relighons and youth scivithes: and the Joha Marshall High School Wall of
an:{FuﬂClnl.m)AﬂﬁmE‘hgfmmMarMICmmhlm Bill went to sock for the Switzzriand of Ohio
School Fristrlct ar River High 23 2 Guidance Counselor until he retired fn M.

Joe Fortunato (Athlete - 19405}

Joe Fartunato (Mingo High School, Closs of [948). A nipe-ime [etterwinmer in
three aports at Mingo {football, batkeiball and baseball), he was an All-Ohio Yalley
Athletic Conference performet 8 a foorball amd basketball player.

Fottunato esmolled at Virginia Military Institate, but iransferred to Mississippl State
when the Keydets’ head coach Stick Mortan accepead the job with the Bulldogs. At
Mississippi State, Fortunate became an Alj-Southeastern Conferenee fullbmck-Line-
tracker,

The botorable mention All-Americe performer led Mississippi State in nhing and
tand & game high of |69 yards against North Texas State, i

Highlight of his collegiate career occurred when the Bulldogs defeated national champinn Tennsasee 7-
0. Volinteen' Coach General Torn Neyland praiesd Fomunato efler the geme by calling him one of the
greatest players his w=ams at Tennessee had ever foced.

Fortunnto wes draftzd in the seventh round by the Chicaga Bears, but played ooe senson in the Canadian
League befare signing with the Nationa) Football leam.

He staried at lincbacker for 12 sasons (19355-1966) with Lhe “Monsters of the Mulway™ and we named
first team Alj-Pro three times aloag with being selected for ithe Pre Bowl on five occasions. The defensive
captain of the Bears was also captain of the last Pro Bow] team coacbed by the kegendary Vince Losobandl.

After his playlng career, Fortunalo speat two scasons on the Bears” staff, coaching tbe linebackers one
year ard then serving as defensive coordinator the pext yrar.

Fortunato olso {1 the only Ohio Valley athlete to be eelected to the National Itnlian American Sports Halt
of Faine, He was the leading vm:rgﬂ::r in The Intetligencer's 1976 All-Tunc Ohio Valley Team, which
wes selected by o vote of he area sports fans
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Don Fleming (Auete - 1950s)

Dow Fleming (Shadyside High Schonl, Class of 1555). The two-lime All-Ohio Valley
Arrlelic Coaference flrst taam honoree In foobell, Fleming was capiain of the Tigen' unde-
feased conference chernpiony in 1954, He alsa played cemier for the Shadyside squed thar won
on OVAC division ice in basketball. This versndle achlete played in the Ohio East-Went All.
Star basehall game beld in Columbuy and performed in the Otdo-West Virginia A-Star
Football Garme hedd during the summer of 1955 al Wheeling Istand Stadium. Fleming wemt on
tn 1he Universily of Florda on a foolball scholaishi. He was a three-year starter and a two-
way end performer for the Gators. He was clected captain of the 1958 weant that ayed in the
Gator Bowl anil was a member of Lhe Af}-Smhensiermn Confersnes texm that sathe yesr, He
was drafied try the Chicago Cenlmals of the National Foothall League amd the Borion Patriols
of the American Foolball Leagne. However., Flemmg shected to rermain in college to comphete ®ork on his degree and
play basctall. As & senikor, Fleiing aiso wis chosen capisin of the Florida baseball team that won the SBEC champi-
orship s camed a berth in the MCAA wourmarnczt, In the spring of 1959, Fieming eamed & degres &3 m construction
engineer. When Paul Brown, ewner-coach of the Cleveland Browns, traded fur Fleming's NFL rights, Feming
bypassed cigning with the basebail Baltinrore Orioles and decided to play professional {ootbal]. Despite never having
played defentive back, he staried an a rockie with the Browms af safly end made tie NFL AlHRookde icxm in 1960,
After hiy third season with the Broans, Fleming was mamed to the AL-NFL st team. In that of-season, whilo work-
ing o & constnxction job baikding at & bank in Flotida, Fleming wa kilked n an elecirical accident. Bom June 11,
1917, Fleming was just 25 yeans okl & the time of his passing. Duph:h.lvrgphy:dmuummwiﬂ]ﬂn
Elm'ru be had such an impadt oo the franchise that they mamed their practics Tickl, Fleming Fackd, in his honot od
redred No., 46, which waa his momber. The University of Flarida namod i1y intramwral ekt Fleming Fick!, and the
Flovida Alumai Associaton esablished an asand In his name that is given amuaily sa the senior e a0y sport
cxemplifying the best leaderrhip qualities. He also wik sckected for induction indo the Univensity of Florkla’s Hall of
Fame andd 3% a member of the State of Florla’s Athletic Hall of Fame. Shadyside Hiph Schood reticed his number {39
ond named it athletic complex Fleming Faekl.

John Reger (Athlete - 1950)

Johm Reger (Linsly High School, Class of 1950). This all-OVAC honoree in fociball
end haskethall was indocted into the Wheeling Clty Hall of Fame in 1998

Reger's foothall achievements were remarkoble considering that be was less than zix-
feet tall axd weighed Just 129 peunds when be bepan competing as a high school athlete
but be had more fmportant attritnstes such as & huge, compelilive heart and the determi
nation of 2 youth twice his tlze. He playe fullback and linebacker at Linaly and captained
the 1949 Caclet squat that lost just one game 1o Trisdelphia (20-19) In what was regard-
2l ps the most memorable bigh schoo) football camtest played dusing that cra of Wheeling
Island Stadium.

Reger went on to the University of Pitsburgh oo a foothall scholarsidp and his freshnan ream in E930 went
uiulefested. After Just thres varsity games the following year, his colleglate camer was ended by a knee infury.
The Wheeling native retomed bome and waa working in a gasoline station when his farmes bigh school cosch,
Etz Rine, arranged a tryaut for him with the Pittshurgh Stzelers even though be had not played fosiball in three
Yot Du.plnylngihe same grit and determinmion he had shown in bigh school, Reger opencd the 1995 seasan
28 one of the Steclen’ starting linebackers. During his nine seasons in Pittaburgh, Rzgcr earned three Pro Bow!
invitations. He became nﬁg.uln of the Sieclens defensive undt ad waa vided aa the team's MYP during (he 1959
season. Reger played tn his first Pro Bow) in 1960 and made two mare eppeaninces in 1961 s 1962,

He sustained a life-threatening and pear career-ctding injury during his final season in Pitts durlog a
gmnplm'tlhﬂEn;lﬂalFrmk!jnﬁ:ldi‘nﬁﬂad:lphia,ﬂ.rgu—wufminﬂtlﬂdnnlmdn his throat
that eut off air. Fortunately, the ambulance they sent for included oxygen and he was revived. Following that
hasrowing incklent, every team in the NFL waa regjuined to have oxygen on the sidelines. rh:kcd

Tucn-

Reger wia pilaced on waivens by the Stecler prior to e start of the regulas searon in 1964 el he was
up by the Washington Redskins, for whom he played three more yean before retiring. Gvemli, he playe!
sons in the NFL.,

Bob Kelley (athlete - 19605)

Hab Kelley (Weir High School, Class of 1961). Kelicy made the most of his glited fad
and speedy fegs ta carve his niche into the Weir High ani OVAC record books In two
sports. He was a siar both on the gridiron and the wack cinders for the Red Riders.

Kellry — coached by the legendary Jim Carey — rushed for 2,730 yends and 42
career touchdowm., Kelley Jed Weir (o a 10-1 scason and the West Virginia siste
champioustdp in 1960. He gained 239 yans that year with 22 toochdowns.

In the 40-0 rous of Nitro in the stnie champloaship game, Kellcy was & one-tran
wrecking crew. He taflied four TDs and passcd for a fifth.

Kelicy was also a two-way starer &9 8 joaket for the Red Ridens. He was the second
underclassmen in state bistory o reesive the Kennedy Award (1939), bestowed cach year om the Hate's
premier prep foothad]l player, and the first winner from the OVAC. The firstteamn all-West Virginds and sll-
OVAC hocoree the Wigwun aod Scholastic Magazine Afl-Aretiean hoooes g the Hed Riden were
renked [11h nationally. He played in the OVAC All-Star Game and Jeft with Most Valusble Player scoolades.

Keltey also made his mark in track his sendor season. He cstablished a Siee] Valley League meeond of 9.95
secumls for the E00-yard dash ood an OVAC meet standard of 10,1 seconds o the s distance.

He was voied most valuable perfionmer & the OVAC meet where be won theee goki medats and one silver.
He went an 10 win four reglonal track tittea and four more medals in 1he state mest, including mecond piace in
the 100-yard dash,

After gradustion from Weir, Kelley matriculated to Cemema Junbor Collegs in Oklaboma. He led the Agzies
to the TUCO championship, besting Bakersficld, 28-20, in & game played in the Rose Bowl. Kelley bad
Cameron with 713 yanh on the season, caming first-tzam all-Oklahoma Conference team bonors. He was alse
honored oo the 1961 Junior College Helma Athketic Foundativg All American team as a {irst-tcam halfback,

He loter atiendedd Oklahoma State and Colorado, but was skdelined doe to injorics.

Robert ‘Bo’ McConnaughy (Athikete - 19605)

Robert ‘Bo’ McConnanghy (Wheeling Centerl High School, Ciass of 1966). He was a
phencam far the Maroon Knighis in the mid 1960s, starring in beskeibal] and base-
Hail,

McConnaughy was a four-year |eiterman in both sports, gaining first-team all-ume bon-
o in beschall as a eenior. Thar same year be gamered scooixd-izam all-West Virginda la-
rels in boops wifter belping lewl the Maroon Knights to the West Viginia Catholic
Tournamen titke,

In basehall, McCennaughy is considered oo of the best shoariops the Ohlo Valley peep
ranky has ever produced. He went on to stas ot West | iberty State College In both sports.

In 197, McCopnaughy was named fird-seam ail-WYIAC as a shortsiop and shordy
thereafier signed a professional comract with the Ballimore Griolcs. A year proviowsly, be was deafted by the
Cincinnati ey in the 24th round, five rounds ehead of Ken Grilley, St

He spent three years [n the Orioks’ fattn #ystem befare returning home and staring for the Warwood Reds of
Lhe Ohbio Vallkey Basehall Lzagne.

Bo wa & second-team all-conference selection m a semior for the Hilltoppen' hoop team.

McCe ghy has maintained his relationship with West Libesty, finishing up by 2%h yeas at the Hilhoppen'
basctall helm.

He has accumidatedd moes than 500 wins a his alma mater 0 go with fve conference crowns sod a berth in the
1990 NALA World Serics. McConnanghy ked the Black & Gold to their firti-ever NCAA Regional Ployolls in
1998,

McConnaughy was eleciad o the West Eiberty Stme College Hall of Fame in 1983, He has been named WVIAC
Conchr-of-The- Year oo four occasion.

In addition to baschall, he by coached footbalt, track and men’s and women s baskettall a1 West Liberty. He &
currently in charg of the WLSC Inframunls Program.

Gene Cattane (Athlete - 1970s)

Genr Cattone (5L Clairsville High Schoal, Class of 1977). Cattanc pta logethey an Ingres-
sive Tour-year career on the diamond e o and pitcher for the Red Devils.

Sotne 30 years later, he nill ranks in Ohio's top 19) in two sativtical caiegaries — Na. 4 on
ihe all4ime career hit list with 172 and Ne. 7 in RBI with 145, In HE verslty games, Caftane's
caroer nembers alio Inchuded s batilng average of 431 with 127 s scored, 29 home nms,
13 uipies and 2% doubles. As & piicher, he compiled a 14-11 career recond.

He was a four-time all- Valley seloction (sccond tcam an  freshmam and fitst tean the next
three years, inclinding serving as capiatn as a senior) and be was sekecied to participale in four
Eavtern Obio Baarhall Lexgoe All-Star Games, Cattane was also sbbed for the Ohfo All-Str
Series In Columbas, oquivalent to pating atl-state hoors at tha time.

A1 a sealor, Cattone helped the Red Devils to the OVAC Class 3-A champlonship and a 23-% overll reoond., He
batied 478 {0iLh in the valkey) wilh valley-keading totals of 54 bits, 10 bome nmg, 38 RBI amd 35 um xcored. He
alsa bad four triples, alz douties aad 16 stolen bases. On the mound, bhe was 62 with 0 1.73 ER A, In 52.2 trninga,
wriking mut 71 whil= walking 27 and aliewing 31 hits, Cattanc™s fenior rumbers inchuded o 433 averwge (fifth in the
OVAC) with vallzy bests in hoae runs (8} and RBI {36) along wiik 40 hits, five dogbles, three tripkes and 26 runy
scored. A » sophomare, he hit 349 with valiey highs in home nms (9) and RBI {46) along with 38 hita, four doo-
bles. ihres riphes and 32 runs scorer), Fis freshman i@l ncluded 0 449 average (fourth i the G¥AC) and valley-
leadbng smarks in hits (40} and runs scored (34} aboeg with i0 docbies, three inples, two bome rim sad 25 RBL

In nddition to his kigh schord expluits. Cattane was also & standout American Legion pleyer. He wis named Chio
Amecrican Logicn Player of the Year In 1976 afier [eading Maynard Post 666 (o a state ronner-up finish with a 28-7
record, batting 350 far the srason inclading 433 In seven sournament pamea. He wlso played for mewe thiam 10 yesn
with Maynard of the Ohio Yalley Baschall League aixd wan o persvmial all-glar.

Catane, indocted into the St C. Hall ef Fame in 2006, died in a coal mining accident on Sept. 10, 1990 of the age
of 3k,
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John Leon (Athlete - 19705)

Juhn Leon (Rrooke High Scheol, Class of 1976). This Bruin starred in three sports,
etching his name into the OVAC aanals as one of the premier football [inemen and track
weightmen ever in compete in the conference.

Leor ~— who wag glso o standout gappier at Brooke — was a two-way line star for
the pawerfud Bruing, caming a myniad of all-star aceolades, incieding the 1975 Ken
Hunt Award, poing to the Lineman of the Year in West Virginia, making Leon she first
OVAL winner of the prestigious honor.

Leon fed Brooks to a 9-1 scasvn on moute to the OVAC championship in his junior
campaign before earsing alb-conference and all-stase lovrels as a seolor. The powerful
Leon played in the 1976 OVAC All-Star game. coptaining the Mountaineers to victory.

He was just us impressive in track circles, rewriting the OVAC record boceks in (e shot put and discus. In
the 1976 s1ate mest, Eeon Faunched the iron ball 59-1, breaking the W. Va. standard by some two feet. The
record lasted twa years before being eclipsed by foture Olympian Randy Bames. Lean won three state throw-
ing titles, twa in the shotput and one in the discus.

Leon was st a force on the mass, compiling a 43-6 mark. a5 a jenior snd senior heavyweight.

Upon gradiration from Brooke, Leon accepted a foothall scholarship to Notre Dame. He was a three-year
fetterman for the Fighting Irish as a guard. The [rish won two Coton Bowls and one Gater Bowl during his
career 2t South Bend. After graduating from Notre Dame, he received his MD degree from West Virginia
University in 1984,

He has been a radiologist for 20 years. He is ihe curent president of Radiclogical Physicians Associates.
He is past president of the West Virginia Rudiclogical Society, past presidznt of the Marion County Medical
Society as welk as past president of the Fairment Field Club,

I“]Imm and kis wife Marcy have been marricd for 22 years. They have four chiidren: Johnny, Camille, lsabella
anst foseph,

Jennifer Hyland Brown (Athlete - 1950s)

Jenuifer Hyland Brown (River High School, Class of 1946). She ranks amaong the all-
titne greats in girls” tack, baving exeolled at the conference, leagie snd state leveds of
competition as a sprinter.

Iz four years ut OVAC Championship meets, Hyland scored a whopping 126 points a3
River won Two Class 2-A wam sitles (1983 and "86) anc fnished 08 nimnerup twice
(1Y84 and "85), During her freshman, sophomore and jenior years, she won the 100, 200
und 40G-meters and was on the winning 1600-meter refay wam. While as a senior, she
won the 400 ond 160G-relay nnd was secomd in the 18%) and 2K,

1 state meet competition, Hyland was the 400-meter runner-up us a freshman in $983;
st in she 400, sceond in the LY and third in the 200 as a sophomore in 1984 (her 24 points single-handedly
gave River a third place finish in the state); first in the 400 as s junior in 1985; and first in the 400 with a
state-mmeord time of 35.65, and on the sixth place 1600-meter relay team as a senior iz 1986.

Hyland afso sparkled in Ohio Valley Track League (OVTL) Championship meets Tor the Lady Pilots,
winning the 200 and 400 all four years whife taking the 100 the last throe,

She alse enjoyed tremendous success in the Helmont County Relays, finishing as the top scorer os a
sophomore after winning the 100, 200 and 400; duplicating the top scoter fem as a junior by winning the sume
lhre; events {including a meet secord in the 2003 and sconng the same “riple” as o senior (hettering her matk.
i the Z00).

She was selected All-Ohic in the 400-meoters all four years by the Ohio Assnciation of Frack und Cross
Country Coaches. She was also an All-Districz and Al Valley honores i mazhiple events, In 1984, Hyland was
named honorable mention High School All-America and in 1986, she was invited to participate in the Midwest
Mecet of Champions in Indiana, an event showcasing the best senior athletes from Ohio, Indiana and 1Hinols.

A member of the River High School Wall of Fame, she received a scholarship to run track at West Virginia
University where she competed for one season.

Anthony Reed (Ashlete - 19505)

Anthony Reed {(Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1989), Reed left a lasting mark
o the: aifiletic scene both for the Patviots and the OVAC, evident when hie bectme the
first person inducted into the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame in 1997 for his
expleits in basketball and track.

O the basketball court, Reed was a two-time first team AW, Va. Class AAA selec-
fion, serving as captain as a junior. He was a two-time USA Today W.Va, Player of the
Year und the Gatorade State Player of the Year as a senior. He also gained first team All-
OVAL und All-Valley accotades twice and was a tri-captain on The Intelligencers all-
decade team of the 1980s,

The 6-4 wing scored 1,2%) points in two seasons, inclading what still stands as
school-recont 663 points (a 28.9 per-game average) as a senior, He averaged 11.5 rebounds per game that year
and also set what was then an OVAC-record 88 three-point poals s 2 senior. As a junior, Reed wag selected
1o the West Virginia Class AAA Afl-Towmament fcam.

In truck, the talented Reed was a siellar performer in (ke high jump, burdles and relays.

A two-ticie West Virginia Class AAA state champlon in the high ump (includiog a meet-record 6 11, $in.
cffore}, be also set what was then a valiey-recard with a 6 1t. 11 in. feap. Reed placed second in the 110-meter
high busdles at the state meet {14.63 seconds) and was on state championship relay weams to help Pask finish
aclose second in the Class AAA state meet in 1989,

‘The Park product also made his presence feit nt the collegiste level, starting and lettering for three years at
Cleveland State University. He scered 1,090 peints (zanking him 10th on the all-time CSU scoring list at (he
time), averaging 15.6 points per game as a senior to earn second team Afl-Mid Contigent Confergnee acoo-
lades. As a jnior, he aversged 13.2 points per game and received the Paul Stewart Awand presented to the
player whose unsung contributions did the. most to further the success of the team.Reed aiso won Lhe Mid-
Continent Coaference high jump championship as a junior.

Chris Enochs (Athlete - 1990s)

Chris Enochs (Gak Glen High Scheol, Class of 1994). Enochs excelled in three sports
for the Golden Bears, hat it was baseball where he would smake his higgest impact.

Enochs® senior senson diamond exploits earned him frst :oam all-West Virginia Class
A accolades and he was named the “Flayer of the Year by bath Gatorade and USA Today
and was selected as the renner-up for that honor by the W, Va. Sportswriters Association,

Also a first tearn all-OVAC Class 3-A first teamer and “Player of the Year” and an all-
Valley first teamer and “big school™ captain, Enochs led the valfey with 11 home runs and
42 RBI while hatting 442, His pitching totals included a 6-4 record and 2 1 22 ER.A. with
106 strikeouts and 26 walks in 63 innings. He pitched a perfect game for Gak Glen against
‘Torunto,

On the baskethall coust, Enochs was first team 2l OVAC and oll-Valley and was an honorable mention ali-West
Wirginia Class AA cholo. He averaged 19,2 prints and £3.2 rebounds per game as a senior and finished his career
with 1047 points.

On the football ficld, Enochs eamed first tezm all-West Virginia Class AA as a quarterback after leading Ozk
Glen to its first-ever WVSSAC playoff appearance. Also a first team ali-OVAC Class 3-A and all-Valley pick, he
fed the valley with |,729 passing yards.

Prified by 1he Clevelamd Indians in #9494, Enochs apied for a scholarship to West Vigginia University where he
became the Big East “Pitcher of the Year™, first team Al-East Region and was a second team All- American pick
by Hasehball America, The Sporting News and the National Collegiate Bascball Writers. Named the team’s cu-
MVP, he was 12-F on the mound with a 363 ER.A. aad $0 complete games, including a no-bitter against
Vilfanova. As u junior he was named the Big East Toumament's MVP and Qutstanding Pitcher. Enochs had 2t
wins, including 14 complete games, in his three-year Mountaineer career.

Following his junior year, he became the highest drafted player in GVAC history, selected No. 11 in the first
roeund by the Ozkland Athletics tn 1997, The 6-3, 225-pound ripht-hander with a 93-mile per hour fasthali played
nine seasans in the minor feagues, the first seven in the Oakland organization and then ong year each for Houston
and Pitsburgh. He pitched in 250 games with a 43-52 recond and 2 4.91 ER.A ., posting 661 strikeouts whils
waltking 380, He was 8 member of the Class AAA Pacific Coast League champion Sacramento Rivercats and
pleyed for the Puerto Ricen Wister Lezgue champian Ponce Legnes.

Enachs also played for Team USA, winaing a sifver medal at the 2001 Waorld Cup in Tajwan.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Jose Davis (Athlete - 19905)

Jose Davie (Bellaire High School, Class of 1996). Davis put together some eye-popping
numbers in both footbal) and basketball, earning him ANl-Ohio recognition in hoth sponis
during his stellar carcer.

On the gridiron, Davis was a three-year starter at quanesback, feading his wam w a record
of 30-5. As a senicr, he fed the Big Reds (o a thind straight OVAC Ciass 3-A championship,
first undefeated regular season and fisst-ever OHSAA playolf sppearance (Bellaire
advanced te the Division [V state championship pame, loging a 50-44 double-OT Cwitier to
Versailles). He finished the scason 253-0f-306 passing for 3 551 yards and 32 TDs while
adding another 10 scores rushing. Davis earnedt All-Ohio Division [V Offensive Player of
the Year honors and was umner-up Tor the prstigious Mr. Football award a5 a senior, He
alst received first team All-Eastern District, Al-OVAC Class 3-A and All-Valley big school accolades on multiple
occasions. The talemed signal-calfer set BHS career recunds for most yards gained (7.306), pass atiempts (790),
pass carspletions (435), highest completion percentage (55.7), passing yards (6,769 and TID passes (50).

On the hardwood, Davis started and Jettered Tour years, racking up 1457 puints. 479 rebounds, 167 assists and
151 steals (all ranking in the top five on the BHS carcer list). His all-star accolades in baskewball included first team
Al-Ohio Bivision IT1, All-Eastern District, Al-OVAC Class 3-A and All-Valley big school. He was also named
third team All- Arerican as a senior.

Also a throe-year letterroan in baschall at Bellaire, Davis continued his careor at Kent State University. A three-
year starter el leiterman for the Golden Flashes in foothall, he pat up equally impressive numbers including
single-pame record far most pass attemprs (59), completions {34) and TD passes (7% single-season marks for
offensive yards (2,.883), pass attempts (365), pass campletions (194), passing yards (2,707) and TD passes {33);
and carver recornds for offensive yards (7,731), passing vards (6,722) and TD passes (32 He had a Mid-American
Conference meord 351 yords passing in 1997 against Central Florida and when he left KSU, he mnked 10th in
MAC hiswary in passing yards and was thinl in TD passes.

Davis also doubled as point guard on Lhe Kent State basketball team in 1997-98.

Professionally, Davis played for the Winaipes Blue Bombers of the Canadian Football League i 2000 and 2001;
for the Ohio Valley Greyhounds of the Natiotal Indoor Foothall League in 2002, leading the tears i the league title
by passing for 1,668 yards and 37 TDs and earning championship game MVP honors; for the Indiana Firehinds of
the Arena Football Eeaynue in 2003, the Colorado Crush in 2004 and 2065; and the Grand Rapids Rampage in 2006,

OVAC Museum Seeks Memorabilia

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation’s largest
high school conference with 46 member schools, has estab-
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its
member schools — past and present — and is currently seek-
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showease
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office
at 740-671-3269.

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse
of WesBanco Arena before you leave tonight’s OVAC Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremony.

Bob Hedmeond (ovac <Fumily)

Robert L. “Bob” Hedmoad (Follansbee High School, Class of 1948). During his bigh schoo}
days, Hedmond wag a vassity lelterman in foothall, rack, bascball and baskethail. He won the
half-mite title anc played inthe 1998 OVAC Charity All-Star Fonthall Game in which he sustained
tom knee cartilzge.

After sgvending 21 months i the military, Hedmond enrolled at Shepherd College where he
played fullback and defensive eml before grachating in 1954,

In eoaching, Hedmond met with succuss at every stop. He was especially adept ot starting nen-
phyte programs or rebuilding leams that needed a spark. He coached football, track endor
wrestling gt several schools, inchuding Oxon Hill (Md.), Fast Liverpool, Brooke and Steubenvilie,
Hedmond started the program 2t Oxon Hill and took his team from an £-5-4 record the first year
to a 5-3-1. He became the first fead foothall coach at the consnlidated Rrooke High Schacl in
1969 gud ed the Bruing o an OVAT championskip. Hedmond took over at Steubenville in 1981 and directed the JelTerson
County sauad for two Iyem. His teams compiled an 18-4 roeord and qualified for Big Red's first two pnst-season berths
stnee Ohie adopted 2 playofl systemst in the 19705, While at East Liverpool, Hedmond fettered 48 sophomores as Lhe Potters
tumed iz a 3-7 revond. The Tollowing season. they rebounded %o finish at 7.3, Overall, his record a3 a head footbalf goach
w:lls 4[4-2115 During his time as rack coach with the Potters, bis teams went through four stright seasons without losing
a dual meel.

Successint 2s he was with & coaching whistle sround hig seek, Hedmond was even more effective as an 2dministeator.
Within the OVAC, he served us a class representative, was a long-time member of the OVAC Foundation Excoutive Board
end, for several years, he directed giant OVAC Wiestling Toumamen!. Hedmond served as Athletic Director at
Steubenville High Schoot and later was the Duilding and Grounds Superintendent with Steabenville Ciry Schools. Among
his namerous honoss were the Carl Hamill Memorial Awand, presented By the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dlan Club; GVAC
Mer. Mat Awand; Ohio Eastern District Coach of the Year; Eustern District Athletic Dinectar of Lhe Year and an Outstanding
aziz]ie?;_mm Awand [rum Dapper Dan. Before his passing, Hedmond was inducted inte the Ohio Athiclic Administralors

ol iame.
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James ‘Jimmy’ Stewart (Medin)

James C.“Jimmy™ Stewart (Triadelphiz High School, Class of 1218). Stewart devat:
ed nearly a half-century to the newspuper profession, serving with great distinetion,

He began his career associated with the Whecling News and The Register, which then
Were separate newspapers. Stewarl was sports editor of the now-defunct Wheeling
Telegraph from 921 (hrough 1929 and later became the sports edditor of the News-
Register. He eventually concluded bis long carecr as the associate sports editor of the N+
R where he worked slongside feflow Hail of Famer Bill Van Horne.

In the carly years of the OVAC, the conference perhaps had no greater friend than
“Jimmy"” Stewast, this sceonding 1o Van Home himsclf. Beginning in 1943, Stewars kept
the weekly standings on football and baskethall untik his retirement on December 31,
1968, Stewart also painstakiagly kepr yecord books that proves invaluable to anyone interested in Ohio Valley
spanis fore, He alse was recognized as a walking encyclopedia on focal athletics. His head was a storchouse
of sports information. What wasa't committed to s memosy could be found in his pocket-sized recond books
and envelopes which filled his desk ond filing cahinet.

Beginning in the eatly 1920s, Stewan’s “Lookin’ Em Qver” column was cne of the most widely-sead
thmughout the area. In later years, he penned a golf column, “The 15th Hole,” which appeared in the news-
paper every Sunday from the spring months into the (2l He also initisted a popular Monday column on area
eolicgiate sports which he titled. “With the Colleges.”

He was also involved with the scheduling of haskethall garmes worked by members of the Okio Vailey
Board of Approved Basketball Officials. His Jove of sandlot baseball was well known, as he aimost meticu-
lously covered happenings in the old intelligencer and Tnited Mine Workers basebal] lcagues.

A quict man who never cast himself in the limelight during his career, Stewnrt was honored with a special
award at the time of his retirement from an appreciative Ohio Valley Athletic Conferenee. He also received an
awanl of sppreciation from the Upper Obio Valley Dapper Dan Club.

John Craig (Coaches)

John Craig (Follansbee High School, Class of 1967). Craig enjoyed an illusirious
26-year career as a head wrestling coach, including two seasens at Hilisharo (Ohie)
High School, 18 ycars at Steubenville Big Red and five years at Indian Creck High
Sehiool in Wintersville,

While st Big Red, his teams eamed six overail championships in the OVAC
Wrestling Tournament. Sweubenville also antl.!.n:d seven divisionak tifles and finished
in the top three a total of 13 times at the conference championship event. Thirty-one of
his Big Red matmen eamed individual conference titles. He had 87 qualiliers for the
Ohio state meet, five of whom eamned individual champtanships, and 23 who were state

Jace-winners. His team finished in the top five at the Otio state tosrmament Tour times,
including a runner-up Bnish in 1988,

Craig's 1989 squad finished the regular season ranked No. 1 jn The Associated Press Division H wreslling
polt and placed third at the state toumament. His overall duat meet record was 201-74-3 and be conched hia
teains to 42 tournament championships, incleding nine district titles. Four times, ki teams turned in unde-
feated dusl meet records. Several of his farmer wrestlers went on i compete in college ot schools such as
Obia Siste, Purdue, Army, Navy and West Liberty, One of his protégés won a Big 19 championship and oth-
et werg place-winners in the NCAA Division 1, I1, NI and NAEA eational toumaments.

Craig was named DVAC Wrestling Caach of the Year on five occasions and was presented the prestigious
“Mr. Mt Award” in 2002, He is a member of the Ohio Wiestling Coaches and the West Liberty State College
Athletic Halls of Fame. In 1989, be was sclected as the East-Seutheast Wrestling Coach of the Year and tﬁe
Ohio Division H Coach of the Year, For 21 years, Craig served as a wrestling officiel on the youth, junior
high, high school, college and open levels. As a principal at Indian Creek, he was one of the founders of the
Buckeye 8 Athletic League.

As an athlete, Craig wrestled at Follanshee High School #mi was a thrce-year letterman at West Liberty
where he eamed WVIAC championships three times and rwice wag the MVF in the conference tosmament.
In £972, Craig was the runnerp in the NATA national mest, where he eared All-American honors,

Robert ‘Bob’ Kettlewell (Coaches)

Robert 5. *Bob"” Kentewell (Litsly Militory Institute, Class of 1947). During his 20 years
as the heod coach a1 Wintersville High Schoot {1956-73), Ketileweli's weams posted a 143~
40-10 record. the third-best winning percentage in Ohio Valley history for coaches with 100
oF rmore wind. His teams eamed sine league championships (four in the Big Eight and five
VAL titles). Wintersville won its first OVAC crown under Keusewell in 1956, got its sec-
ond in 1966 and then captured shree in a row from (970 through 1972, which equaled a
reeamd held previcusly by Bellaire ond Masting Ferey,

Kettlewell bad three undefeated wams ot Wintersville — 1957, 1967 and 1972 — and
seven clubs that sustained just one loss. From 1966 through 73, the Wandors Jost only 11 games. Under
Ketlewell's divection. Wintersville scored in a record 340 straight pames, ending with o scoeless tic against
Bellaire in 2 contest that saw the Gold Warriors denied what would have been a geme-winning and streak-contin-
uing touchdown because of n penaliy.

Among the stars coached by this highlyregarded memor was Deonie Young, the Ohio Valley earecr sushing
revord holder, Among the other numerous college athletic foothall standouts tutored by Kettlewell were Chio State
captain Alan fack whe played on an undefeated Rose Dowl team with the Buckeyes, and Roger Alford, the first
black to sign at West Virginia University.

Ketilewell alsp was a standout athiete while playing at Linsly Military Ingtitnte. He lettered in four sporis and
pleyed Tonthall at West Virginia University, where he also lottered.

Tndizn Creek High School’s (formerly Wintersville High) football facitity was renamed "Bob Kettlewell
Memuorial Stadiuin® in his honon In 1549, Bob was the fourth Dhio Valley coach inducted jnte the Ohio Foorhall
Cuoaches Association Hall of Fame, He joined the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame in 1957,

William ‘Bill’ Thomas (Otficials)

Wiliiam 0. “Bill” Thomas (Bellaire High School, Class of E952}). During a 48-year
career as a track official, Thomas served as the meet referee for neatly every major
championship in the Ohio Valley. The list includes the Martins Ferry and Shadyside
Relays; the St. Clairsville, Bamesville and Wheeling Park Invitationals; Cal Giffin
Track €lassic: vatous OVAL championship meets; West Vieginia Regionals and the
Ohic High School Athletic Association Eastern Sectionat and District mects.

He was & meet official for 10 OVAC schools. including Bellire, Bamesville,
Cambridge, John Marshali, Martins Ferry, Shadyside, Skyvue, St. Clairsville, Wheeling
Park and Union Local and Thomas also worked as a meet official ot the Mansficld
Relays (15 years); Bellaire Relays (48 vears); Ohie regional championships (10 years)
and the Ohio high school state meets for boys and girls {15 years). Thomas alsa served as meet director as
numesous Buckeye State district and regional events, along with the OVAC Track Championships.

He received the OVAC Cal Giffin Award for service 1o track and fiekl in 1983; was honorary referee at the
Bellaire Relays in 1996 and was honored again during the 30-yesr celshration of the fumed Hellaire meet in
2004, The former Bellaire High athletic great is a wember of the school’s Wall of Fame,

Themas attead Mississippi State ¢n a foutball scholarship and also Jettered these in srack his freshman year.
After twa years with the Bultdogs, he entered the Army and scrved overseas before coming home and play-
ing on the £956 National Service foothall championship team, coached by Don Coryell, whe Inter couched
the San Diego Chargers. Thomas finished his college carcer at West Liberty State College where he lettercd
in football and basehall. He also had a long and successiul carcer in coaching. He spent five years as an pssis-
tant in foothall and basketbalt at Bellnire High. Afier that tenure, he went 1o St Clairsville as head baschall
caach snd an assistant in football and basketball. Bill later spent five years as head foothall coack at
Bamesvilie before becaming athletic director a2 Bedeire in 1973, He served as head coach at Usion Local
frot 1978 until 1981 when he returned to Bellaire as a teacher until retiring in §989.

Tom Keane (Athlete - 19405)

T Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1944} The Beliaire native was a muiti-
sport standout for the Cadets and eamed AN-OVAC basketball and football on the first
selections in 1943-44. He alse was an AN-City basketbalt selection. As a senior o a 7-
4 recond Cadet foothatl team. the two-way back and punter returned a pass interception
106 yords 10 score in an 1[8-8 win over Warwood.

Hie enrulied at Ohio State where he lettered us a freshman before serving 240 months
in the LL5. Navy.

Upon discharge, he ennslkd at West Virginin University and lettered in 1946 and
1947, becoming a rare letterman at both 051 and WVUL

Keane was a thisd round pick and 18th ovesal] National Footbull Eeague Draft seiection by the Los Angeles
Rams in 1948, He played eight NFL seasons, and §7 games, ns a defensive back-offensive end including the
first four with (he Rams. [n 1952, he played with the Dalias Fexans before two vears with the Baltimere Colts
an endedt his carcer in 1955 with the Chicago Cardinals. He was 2 two-time All-Pro and played in the 1933
Pro Bowl, reoked second in the NFL in pass interceptions twice, and played in thiee NFL charspionship
games including the 1951 Rams’ title team. Froms 1948-52, both Keane bruthers competed in the NFL.

He was a lung-time assistant cosch in the NFL including Chicage Cardinals from 1957-59, Piusbuzh
1965 and was an eriginal member of the Miami Dolphins' stafl in 1966 where ke remained through 1985 as
defensive backs amd speeial teams coach. In 1962, he beeame the first head coach of the Wheeling Ironmen
and served until joinjag the Steelers’ staff, The Ironmen went 24 in |962 before winniag the United Football
Eeague title with a 12-1 record in 1963, In 1964, the Ironimen wese 7.7.

Keane died at age 74 in 2001,

Nick Mumley (Athete - 19505)

Nick Mumley (Whecling High School, Class of 1935). One of the most honared
three-sport athletes in the long history of Wheeling High, he starsed in fouthall, has-
kethall and track, eaming three varsity letters in each.

He was first tcam All-State in football as a two-way end 2nd he also received All-
OVAC and AH-City accolades.

in hasketball, he was (irs¢ team all-class All-West Virginia as o seaior aml wos a two-
time AI-OVAC and All-City £irst tcam selection. He scored 15 8 points per game ay 4
junior and 24 3 per outing us a senior.

As a Wildcat senlor tn 1953, e 6-foot-6 conter was the anchor of ke fimil team coached by OVAC
Legends” honores Everett Brinkman which won ity first {8 games before bowing in the regular season fingle
at Betlaire, The DVAC ttle-winning team wor the sectional and regional titles before buwing in the first
round of the state (ourament to Mellens to finish with a 22-2 record.

He 2lso scored 30 points in a record-settlpg 146-110 vietory aver Weir High at Madison Gymaasism, a
game which set Ghio Vatley and West Virginia marks for combined points in o game (256).

In track, he won two state one-class shot put titles with marks of 51-3 172 in 1955 and 52-2 34 in (959
and twa OVAC shot put crowns, ineluding a conference-record toss of 33-5 §/2.

He camed a fouthall scholasship to Purdue University, where he fetered three years as a segular two-way
end.

He was the 3list overall NFL draft pick in 1859 by the Philadelphia Eagles, but opted 10 play in the pew
American Football League whers he campeied three seasens from 1960-62 with the New Yark Titars, a fore-
runner of the fets, as a defensive end-offensive sackle, He played in 2 total of 42 AFL games.

Tom Yakubowski (Athtete - 1950s)

Tom Yakubowski i Adena High Schoot, Class of 1958). A three-sport standout for the
Golden Wave who starred in (he first year (he school joined the cosference, which
expanded 1o three ¢lasses in 1957-58.

At Adena, he was 4 three-sport ears captain i {ootball, Basketball and baseball and
cagmied 10 fetiers— four in bascbali and three cach in basketball and Tootbalt,

The 1957 Adena football team went 6-2-2 and won the OVAC Class A crown, He was
a fullback-linchacker-quarterback in foothall and an AILOVAC, All-Valley Small
School and All-East Qhio Athletic Eeague selection. He was the MVPof the 1958 Ohia-
W.Va. All-Star game won by Ohie, 250, He scored 13 poiots and stamed as fullhack-
linehacker.

Inhasketball. ke was a jwo-time All-East Ohio Athletic League honorre and averaged in double figures for
three seasons. including 11.3 points per game as a sophomore; 17.5 points as a junior and $9.2 poiats as a
sentar,

Inbaschall, the pitcher-inficlder was an All-Ohio selection as o senior and he alsy pitched in the East-West
All-Star game in Columbus. He led the Golden Wave to a 1241 record, losing in 1he regional finals o
Northwestern High and future Major League pitcher Dean Chance. He wssed two otie-hitters in 4 three-day
span and had 32 13 consceutive scoreless innings in tournament play, which sanks second in the Ghio High
Sehool meand book,

He earsed a foothall scholarskip to Purdue University, where ke lettered as a sophomers and senior full-
buck-finehacker while suffering o series of knee injuries. He was second on the team in rushing {310 yards)
4% a sophomore. He also played baseball one season at Purdue.

Yakubowski competed in the 1962 Bive-Gray All-Star Football Game and tried out as a free agent with the
Buffalo [ills.

Bill Kennedy (Athete - 19605)

Bill Kenmedy (Warwood High School, Class of $967). Haskethall and Bill Kennedy
are synonymous. Some four-plus decadey since starring at old Warwood High School.
hasketball still i 2 major part of his life,

Kennedy enjoyed a stellar prep carver with the Vikings. The dazzling 6 ft. 2 guard led
Warwood 10 state Class AA basketball tournament appearances in bath the 1966 and *67
campaigns. He capped his prep hoop carcer by sparking the Vikings to the school's only
state baskethall coown . Fhat ream finished with a stellar 24-2 mazk, including closing the
season on a E5-pame victory run. Warwooed captured its first OVAC hoop title in 2§ years,
with Kennedy providing much of the firepower with bis 26.2 poiats per game sverage,

‘The explosive backeoun dandy parnered fitsi-team All-West Virginiz, AlLOVAC, and
All-City plaudits. Just a sezson prior, Kennedy led the Vikings to u 22-5 mark and the state semifinals before
being eliminated by Mullens. He was a first-team AR-OVAC honoree that year and was named an alf-state tour-
nament selection, an honor he duplicated as a senior. Kennedy finished his lustrious Vikings haskethadl carcer
with maore (han 1,200 points. He was a!s0 an eccomplished high jumper, as reected in his third-place finish in
the state Class AA mevt 25 a senior.

His baskethall achicvements camed him a spot with the West Liberty State College buskethail eeam. He wast-
ed no time in making his wark for the Hilloppers. leading the 1eam i scoring in both his (reshman and soph-
omare seasons with 509 and 445 poings, respectively, Kennedy eamed all-WVIAC and ail-toumement plaudits
as @ freshman.

His two years of impressive play with WLSC provided a springboand 10 a transfer to Arizona State Univessity
for the 1971 and '72 seasons. Kennedy proved e was 1o small-scheo] wonder zs he Jod the Sun Devils in scor-
ing both seasons, averaging 14.8 amd 14,6 points per game, rospectively, His two-year point total of 764 is the
nintts hest for a Sun Devil in a two-year career, All 1ok, he scored 1,719 on ke collegiate level.

His play ot Arfzona State caught the cyes of professional scouts. He was drafted by Memphis of the ABA,
but opted for a carcer as 4 basketball official. Kennedy, whe still resides in the Phoenix area, continves to be a
Pac-10 college baskethalt officiai.
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Bob Rieves (Athlete - 1960s)

Huob Rieves (Wheeling High School, Class of 1968). Some 40 years after running his
finn] peep race, Rieves remains the measuring stick for sprint greatness in the Ohia
Valley. The E36-pound mercutial-heeled rocket was nothing short of sensational during
bis career with the Wildeats.

Rieves was nearly untouchable his final two years iz ihe high school ranks.

As & senior, Rieves turoed in a performance thar still ranks with the al-time great
OVAC running fetes. He broke two state records in the state championship meet while
tying a third.

He blistered the 220-yard dash in a new state standard of 21.5 while he smashed te
440 mark by 1.2 sceonds via his 47.7 clocking. Rieves® scintiflating 9.8 in the 180
equaled the state recond. His assault on the state records sesulted in him becoming the first OVAC athlete in
28 ycars to he 1he state meet’s high scorer.

Rieves was alse the West Virginia state champlon in the 220 as a junior.

“The Wildeat star captured five individual OVAC sprimt gold medals in his final two years of high scheel.
His impressive efforts Yelped Tead Wheeling High to the 1963 OVAC team championship, the schoof's first
such title In 23 years.

His sprinting domizance is reflecied in the fact that he was uadefeated a8 a senior in the 220 and 440 and
was never warse Lhan sceond in the 100 in that time. He tied for high-poitt hebors in the prestigious Bellaire
Relnys his senior year while being the high scorer in every other meet that spring.

Rieves' sprinting accemplishments were 50 impressive that his track jersey was retired at the annusl
Wheeliang High awards ussembly.

Ricves eamed o tack scholarship to West Virginia University. He competed for two seasons for the
Muountaineers. He camed his bachelor of science degree in landscape architecture, He now resides in Brooklyn
and is ernployed by the New York City Parks & Recreation Depamment 25 2 capital projects anatyst.

Mike Kovalick (Athlete - 19705)

Mike Kovalick {Beiluire High School, Class of 1975). Kovalick has the distinction of
rot only being a two-sport standout, but also & two-state standout,

Kovalick, the son of legendary ceach Goorge Kovalick, was o prep grid and mat per-
former for three years at Weir High before matriculating to Bellaire High for his senior
year. Both schoals benefited from his prowess on the gridiron and on the mat,

Kovalick is a rare state champion wrestier in hoth Wast Virginia and Ohio, He tumexd
the erick i the Mountain State a5 a junior for the Red Riders sud capped his prep mat
camver with a state championship in the Buckeye State for the Big Reds. Both wresiling
crowns came in the 185-pound classification.

The powerful matman was near-perfect his final two years on the mat. He won 27 of 28 ratches as a jun-
jor before rumning the table in 2l 28 bouts as senior. He was an GVAC champion both winters after placing
fifth as a sophomore.

He finished his illustrious wrestling carcer with a stellar 64-3-2 mark.

Kovatick continued his mat success on the collegiste Division [ level. He wrestled for Bobby Douglas at
Arizona State, Kovalick finished as PAC-1( runner-up at £90 pounds in his senior season.

Kovalick — Bellaire High's first-ever state wrestling champion — was inducted into the schooi™s Hall of
Fame in 1983,

He was also an all-star performer in football. The two-way liseman anchored the Weir High trenches bis
sophomore and junior years and filled the same rok: for Bellatre in 1974,

Kovalick earned all-Valley and all-DVAC honors his [inal two years. Moreover, he was named all-Obia jn
football kig senior campaign and be played in the DVAC Alk-Star Game.

Kovalick resides in Wheeling.

Joe Pettini (Athlete - 1970s)

Joe Peitini {(Brooke High Schieol, Class of 1973). Pettini is without question on the
shart Fist of the greatest prep baseball players in Ohio Valley annals. His high school
digemond resume is overflowing with accomplishments which led o a sparkling colle-
giate career at Mercer University.

The myhi-talested Pettini started every game during his Brooke High career, some
140 contests. He didn™t skip a beat at Mercer, starting ull 196 games for the Macon,
Georgia-based instintion.

Pettini not only enjoyed individual siiceess in his prep career, he 2lso led the Bruins
1+ a coveled state baseball championship. He was a two-time firsi-team all-West
Vieginia selection and was twice named captain of the ali-Valley squad. He eamed the distinction of being
captuin of both the all-Vafley and al-OVAC teams us a senior.

After his brilliant Mercer carcer, Pettini was signed as a non-drafied free agent with the Montreal Expos in
1977, He was later traded to San Francisco, playing four seasons with the Giants, Pettini finished his profes-
sioral baseball carcer by playing three years with the Class AAA Lovisville Redbirds.

He then entered the couching ranks, holding several differsst posts. His managerial career commenced
with Hamilton, Ontario in 1989, He moved to St. Petersbarg for the 1950 season and in Arkansas for three
seasons, Pettini ended his minor league managerial carcer by guiding the Eouisville Redbirds to the American
Association championsiip.

Peitini gained o plum resignment in 2002 when St. Cardinals’ manager Tony EaRussa tabbed Pettini to be
hits bench coach, 2 position he till holds today. He antainsd the ultimate in 2006, gaining a World Scries
championship ring with the Cardinals.

Joc and his wife Barbara have two children, Mickelie (25) and Joseph Jarmes (20). They reside in Bethany,
W, Va.

Connie Doutt (Athicte - 1980s)

Coriie Boutt (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1981). At a time when girly”
sports were starting to take hold in high school nihletics, Doutt was one of the first who
exeeled in three sponts — hasketball, volieybal and sofiball — but it was on the bas-
ketball cours where she had her biggest impact.

The school's all-time leading scorer with 1,842 points who also had 538 carcer
sehounds, the $7 guard helped Trail to four straight ewips to the QHESAA State
Fournament under Coach Dave Linn, including a state championship during her sopho-
more season in 1979,

In her freshman year, Frail posted a 22-1 record, with Doutt scoring 284 points and
paining Associated Press All-Ohio honorable mention. She scored 311 points as the Lady
Warriors went 23-1 in winning the state (it in her sophomore season, with Doutt named the state tournament
MV and again gaining honorable mention Al-Ohio accolades. The team went 26-1 with Doutt a3 a junior
scoring 432 polnts. She received first team All-Ohio from United Press Intemnational and finished as runner-vp
as the "Player of the Year” to Trail teammate Lozi Heady. She was 350 o thind team All-Ohiu pick by AT,

Doutt maved to the head of she elnss, so to speak, as a senior when she scored 8135 peints and was first team
UPE AH-Ohio and “Piayer of the Year™ a5 well as first team AP All-Ohio and first teamn All-OVAC, That year,
“I7ail posted a 23-4 record, meaning the Lady Warrfors” record during Doutl’s Tour yoars was an incredible 94-
7. She was selected for the first Dhio North-South A1L-Star Game und scored {8 points to cam game MVE hon-
ors.

Doutt was alse a four-year starter and letterwinner in both volleyball and softbali, playing on the Lady
}’gigginrs’ state Tournament team in 1979, She was inducted into the Buckeye Trail Athictic Hall of Fame in

The talented cager went on 1o a fine four-year career at the University of Michigan, becoming the school’s
first out-of-state scholarship recipient in women's basketball, Fur her career at Michigan, Doutt scored 415
puoints, had 267 rebeunds and 170 assists.

Jay Peterson (athlete - 1980s)

Jay Peterson (Cadiz High School, Class of 1980). A spectucular four-sport athlote.
Petersan made bis biggest impact on the football field.

The Hopedale matlve dazzled as a running hack with numerous memurahle performianc-
es, including a single-pame moden: Otio Vailey-record 377 yards against Mingo and games
of 288 und 282 yards. He scored six touchdowns in 4 game twice.

Peterson broks a S0-year old Ohie Valley single-season rushing recond held by OVAC
“Legends™ honoree George (Puck) Burgwin when he rushed for 2 348 yards on 203 earties
to Jead Cadiz to an B-0-2 record, He just missed the modem single-season scoring record
with 221 points {32 TDs, 28 PAT kicks), one point shy of OVAC Hall of Famer Temry
Srively of Powhatan's rmark of 222 points.

In his three-year gridiron carcer with the Cardinals, he rushed for 3,959 yarls (sccond al the time op she Ohin
Valley carcer list) and scored 349 points, Peterson had his football No. 22 retired by the school.

In teack, he recosded the Olio Valley's fastess time in the 100-meters as a sexiar (1.0 seconds) and also had
the fustest 100-yand thne (10.3) that year. He won the OVAC Class AA. 100-meter race in 11.1 seconds.

He spiit spring duty betwoen track and baschall snd was un All-Valley honarable mention pick, hiting 332 and
recording 25 stolfen bases on an 18-7 record tean. Peterson also participated in basketball as a suphomare and jun-
tor.

He eamed a scholarship to Mismi (hio) University and was honored three times on the All-Mid-Amesican
Confereace faatball teas, including first leam accolades i 1982, second tegm in 1083 und honorsble menticn in
1581, A Tour-year letterwinnter, he is fifth on the all-time career rushing yardage ¥ist at Miami with 2 874 yards.

Following his graduation from Miami in 1985, Peterson weat on to a coaching career, First os high schoul assis.
sant 02 Cauliz 23 welt us Cincinnati Anderson and Cincinpali Withrow. He then spent cight years at Miami of Ohio
¢1991-98), five yeurs mt Northwestern University (1969-2004) and he s currently beginning his fourth year at
Eastern Michizan University where he is the assistant head coach/defensive coonlinatortinebackers coach.

Mark Cisar (Athlete - 1990s)

Mark Cisar (Magnoliz High School, Class of 1994). He is the only two-time winner
of o state foothall “Player of the Year” award in OVAC history, having won West
Virginia's Kennedy Award in 1992 and "93. He was alse the Gatorade “Player of the
Year” in 1982 and was a two-time Class AA all-state captain. He was a two-time All-
OVAC and All-Valley selection,

Cisar J}lu)’c& guarterback. safety, placckicker and punter on Blue Eagle teams that
compiled a twi-year record of 25-3, fisishing 03 the Class AA state runner-up (wice
under the sutelage of his father, Dave Cisar. In two scasons as a starter and one a3 a
backup, he passed for Ohlo Vatley record totals of 5,193 yards and 64 touchdowns. As
# junior, he passed for a recond 2681 yards and 34 Ts, He also kicked a valley and state record total of 83
points and had a record-tying 99-yam TD pass as & junior,

1n baschall, he was a three-time All-West Virginia Class AA, AILOVAC and All-Valley pitcher.

He was aiso a regular in basketball, scoring 43 points in a game on one socasion,

He earned & baseball scholarship to Charleston Southern University in South Carcling where he was a four-
year staticz, He was named Big South Conference "Player of the Year” in 1997 and was a three-time all-con-
ference pick,

He was drafted by the Boston Red Sox and was the Red Sox Rookie League “Pitcher of the Year™ in 1998,
En 199%, he was selected to the South Atlantic League All-Star Team and won a South Atlasiic League tille
itz '99 as a member of the Augusta Green Jackets. He then played for the Capitales de Quebec, an independ-
ent league team, and was an all-star in 2002 and the Northern League “Hedief Pitcher of the Year™,

Cisar eaned his bachelor's degree in physical education and was a substitute teacher for five years in the
Wetzel County School system before gaing back 1o Charleston {5.C.) to serve as a bealth ond physical edu-
cation teacher a8 well 53 an assistant foatball coach.

He s the head fontball coach 2t Unien Local High School, goiding the Jets to o 9-1 record and theiz first-
ever OHSAA playoff berrh in 2007, He was namest the Eastern District’s Bivision TV ¥Co-Coach of the Year”.

Suzie Dailer (Athlese - 19905

Suzie Daiter (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1991). She provel to
be # e “queen of the court” in many ways, cxceiting for four years in basketball and
tennis and adding a cougle of fine seasons in volleyball for pood measure,

In busketball, Dailer gain All-West Virginia recognition all four years, including first
tessem in Cluss AA as 9 sophomore and senior and second team Jaurels a3 a junior. She
was also # three-time All-OVAC and All-Valley first team selection and a two-time All-
Mouataineer League pick. The valiey’s leader in three-point field goals all four years,
she seored 22,1 poiuts per game as a senior and lnished her carper with 1,381 points,
the all-fime girls” mark for the Lady Marnon Knights. Bailer led Centraf to three straight
DVAC Class AA championships and was o sophomore on the Knights” W, Va. Class AA
state runner-up squad ia 1989. Central posted a 77-17 record during ber career.

Ta tennis, sbe also lettered four years ani had tremendous suceess it both OVAC nnd state tounament play.
culminating in a W, V. state doubles championship (with Pam Butch) as a senior a5 the Lady Knights fin-
ished #9 the state unner-up. She alse finished first or second in several OVAC and regional tournarents in
both singles and doubles snd helped the feam to three OVAC titles and three top four finishes in the state,

In volleyball, she Jettered twice and gained first tzam All-OVAC honors as a senior, helping the tam 10
37-5 recond andd the DVAC, W.Va. Section 1 and Region | titles, and a Class AA runner-up finish in the state
toumament.

Dailer continied to star at St. Benaventure University us u four-year starter and letterwinner, She finished
a8 the school’s fifth all-time leading scorer (1472 points) and had the filth-bess single-season in 199293 (324
points}. She set records for single-game (8), single-season (99) and career {291) three-pointers; had the sin-
gle-senson record for ussists (163) and was second in carcer assists (449). Her all-star honors at St.
Bonsvenmure mcluded second team all-comference as a sophomore and shird team a3 o senfor. The 1993
Divigion | Women's Baskethall National Three-Point Shooting champion, she was inducted into the St.
Bonaventure Athletic Hall of Fame tn 2006,
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Richard ‘Dick’ Edge (0VAC ‘Family’)

Richard *Dick™ Edge (Wheeling High Schodd, Class of 1954). To wy Edge has
worn many different hats over the years would be a vast anderstatement.

He bz spent 42 yeans in edocation, serving as a teacher, coach, assistant principal,
peinciml and superintendent ot various OVAC-member schools.

Edge coached in varicus capacities at Triadetphia, Warwood and Wintersville bigh
wchools, starting the wreslling programs at both Trisdelphia and Warwood oa well a3
four arnloc high prograny in Chie Coumty. He coached Warwood 10 an wiklefeatedl wea-
son and wn OVAC wreslling champicnship as well s sixth place finksh in the W.Va.
State Toumament when there wis oaly one classification. He alio co-founded and
coached summer track and girls' solthall programs in Wintersille.

Among his accolades were being mumed Chio Bastem District Wrentling Coarh of the Year in 1975; reeeiv-
ing the OVAC’s prestiploua ‘Mr. Mat' Award {0 1979; Indureton fite the West Liberty State Collcge Hall of
Fame {n 1957; and selectiom to the WLSC Wall of Honor for Owistanding Alnrani in 2003,

Edge served aa presidem of e OYAC durisg the 1986-87 and 1987-88 school years and scrved s & member
of the OVAC Execitive Bosrd for many years. He was o a past president of the Tri-County Athletic League
ap] the East Cental Obilo League,

He also officiated ar variows levels in football, basketball and track.

Edge represented Whecling High in the 1954 OVAC AL-Star Football Game and then wend on 1o Went
Liberty Siate College where be wa a four-year [eiterman, two-Ume afl-West Virglola Conferencn sebection
amd the team s co-captain a3 a senio,

He mezived hix BLA. in Business Education. Health Education and Physical Education and a Masier's
Depree i Secondary Admioistntion from the University of Doyton. Ho is a U'S. Army veiemn, serving
active duty from [958-60 and in the reservea from 1960-63,

Dr. Vincent ‘Vince’ Monseau (OvAC “Contributor”)

Dr. Vincent “Vince" Momseau (Weir High School, Clas of 1958). Think of the sport
of wrestling and you think of Monscau, who cnjoyed success at the high schood level
locally before making his mark at Wesr Liberty State College.

As 8 high school coach, he spent nine years at Oak Glen, Charleston and Welr high
schools, guiding the 1967 Osk (Hen squad tn a W, Va. State Teumames champ

Afizr one year st Peru Stale in Nebraska, he spent 31 years {1973-2004) as bead
coachy at West Efberty, coinpiiing a 359-221-7 recard. He coached 72 All- Americans,
34 Academic Afl- Americany ond six National Champlom and guided the Hililoppers o
a paonal Tuseer-up finish in 1995,

Mcnsesu, who also conched foothall end cross during hla days gt WLSC, directed the NALA
National Wrestling Tournament in both 1979 and *87 end was an sdministrative assistant for the NCAA
Drivision 1 National Wrestling Tonrnament in 2003,

His ewands are nomerous, including the OVAC ‘Mr, Mat’ awand in 1983; NAIA Hall of Fame in 1987;
USA Wrestling Bronze Leve]l Member Coach io [987; Weat Liberty Siste Colkge Athletic Hall of Famoe in
1997; NCAA Division Il Southwest Regional Coach of the Yeor in 1996 and 1997; Nationa! Wrestling Hall
of Fane in 1002; NCAA Divition 1} Wrestling Hall of Fume In 2003; and Nattonal Wrestling Casches
Associztion Lifetime Member in 2004.

Currently In bis fifth yeer ax principat a1 River High Scboal, Motizes also direeted youth wrestting camps
al West Liberty for nearly 30 yzans.

As an athiete, Mousean participaia) in foothall, wiestling and wack o both Weir High skd West Liberty
State College and bater participated in many distance races, including the Boston Marathon and Wheeling
Distance Race,

Moareau attained his B.A. degree from West Liberty Siate College as well s both a M A, and Doctarats
of Educatlon from West Virginia University.

John Sorrenti (vedia)

Jokn Sorrent! (Weir High School, Clasa of 1536). Even I you don't know Suerentl,
youl probabdly recoguize his volce.

Back in 1954, at the age of t6, he bepan wher woukt be a 40-year career 6% 4 parly
monouncer for WEIR Radio im Weirton. During that time, he broaidcast football, baskethal
and bazcball games for four OVAC-member schocls - Weir, Madonna, Brooke and
Winteriville,

After retiring from that positlon in 1994, he workad four years for =i vision tiation
WTOV-TV9 on focibal]l "Gumne of the Week"” telecasts ond also announced the OVAC
Wrestling Towmament telecast in 1996,

A3 & tong-tioe friend sl supporter of the OVAC, Soerenti served as Matter of Caremonles fof the OVAC
Queen of Quezan compelition for five yeans in the mid- 1980y and he has been the Master of Ceremonkes st
tho OYAC Hall of Fame Banquet since its inception.

Amofig Sorreiti’s awards, he wm hooored on the Weir High Wall of Fame in 1995 and recefved two
sepanute bonors from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohlo Valley, including e 2009 Robert S. MeKelvey
Memorial Award.

Sorreai began a political carcer in 1952 when he was elertsa] a3 8 Weinion City Councilmem. In 1986, he
wat elected a3 4 Hancock Coknty Cranmisstonst - a pesition he was re-chected to twice for o total of |8 years
in office.

He bas also served sy Purchasing Agent for Hancock County Schocls and Adult Education and Placement
Coordigator of the Johm D Rockefelier 1V Carcer Center and bs currently Manager of Tralning at Mountaineer
Ceaino. Resort and Raceirack.

Gene Ford (Coaches)

Gewe Ford (Imlian Yalley Narth High School, Class of 1970). A coloeful and well-
known as he was soccessful, Fond compifed a 440-262 record i 31 years as a high
school boys’ basketball coach.

He coached one year at Shenandoah and five at Tuscarawas Valkey before making his
mark during 25 years st Camheridge High {1980-2005) where be won 400 games end host
1B3.

Tord’s Cambeidge teams compiled a 59-25 record in sournament play, winning 18
sectional titles, eight district crowms and five regioeal cham, leading fo fiva
state tournament appenmnces (1937-88, 1991-92.1994-95, 1945.96 and 1999-3000),
Including » rurner-up finish in 199495, His teams sl3o won 10 East Centsal Ghio League titks.

He received “Coach of the Year™ honors o the OVAC, Eastern District, Disirict 12 sod ECOL and vy the
OHSBCA Divislon 11 Sistc “Caoach of the Year™ in 1988.

Ford served es presldent of the District £2 Coaches Association, s & trustee for the OHSAA Foundaton and
on the Board of Directars of the Ohla High Scbool Baskethall Hall of Fame Mussim, The recipient of the
OVAC Earl Haberfickd Coaches Awand in 2005, he was inducest fnto the Ohlo High School Basketimll
{Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2007.

As an athkete, be caned 11 varsity letters (four In baschall, four in track, three In basketbadl) ot Midvale
and Indlan Valley North. He scored 1,310 carcer peints and carned fint tcam all-Otie, ell-Eastern District
and all-Inter Yalley Conference accolades in basketball and wes a etate qualifier in the pole vault in track.

He was a four-year letterman at Muskingum College in baskethall, scoring 1.717 poims {sccond mast in
whool history) while eaming sil-Ohie Athketke Conference “Athlcte of the Year™ borort and UP) “Small
Arnctica™ scvolmics, He was o chaiier member of the Muskingum Athletle Hall of Fame in 1980,

Henry ‘Hank’ Lazasz (Coaches)
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il three district crowny while having 1w teams go undefeated in the rogular sceson
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Inlfm: Warren Consolidsizd (1958-72), his teams were 179820, winning two
OVAC ¢ pluml'dp:([%! and 1970) The 1970 aquat prated 2 22-1 record, wirmlng
OHSAA district titlea before bowlag In the reglonal.
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Lazusz also was the OVAC ali-sports "Coach of the Year” in 1970 end received the ] Ohlo Vailey
Dn(:EtrDmC‘luhsCmHmd!Awnrdln!m He coached in both the Ghio North-South All-Star Game and
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football. He then lettered two years in baskeiball and four in football at Bethany Colkege befare serving rwo
years in the U.5. Aumy.

Bill Paolisso (Orfeiats)

Bl Facliezo (Weir High Schood. Class of 1948). He wes & malnday emong arca
officlals, working OVAC {ootball and boys/girls basketball pames for & 50-year period
from 1948- 1998, Mirs1 with the Wheeling board and later with the Weirtoa-Steubenville
board.

Paolisto officlated 10 West Virginia stae championship football games during bis
career and several (Hio-West Yirginia and OVAC All-Star foothall games.

In baskerball, bt offkistsd more than 100 postsessan inurhaments (sectionals,
regionals, state), inchuling 19 seate twournamenty. He worked the ficer Samnel A, Mumley
OYAC All-5ier Bazketball Classic in 1978 and alwo was w referes in the West Viginia Conference.,

Amoag Paolissa’s officiating awarla are the OVAC Robert Dawson Officials Award; the Ohio Valley
Football Coaches Association Officialy Awant; the West Virginia Secondary Schools Athletie Commission
Award; and the Weirton-Steubenville Officiols’ Board Award.

Paolisso was a three-sport nthlete st Welr High (football, basketball and teszball). He was first ieam all-siate
in fomball el basketimll ay & senior, eaming oll-OVAC hooors in baskeibmll twice od once in football. He
was alse all-toumament for the etate champion Red Rider’ basehall team.

He played two years of professional basehall in the 54. Louls Cardinals’ osganization (1952 and 1953} and
be served twa yzars in the U S. Army,

Harold ‘Doc’ Daugherty (Adiete - 19405)

Harold “Daoe™ Daugherty {Weir High School, Clos of 1945). In 1945, be became
the first of anly seven high echool athietes o win the WV Arwtedr Athlcte of the Year
Award, the state’s oldest hooor dating back to 1934, A firat team, all-class. ell-stater in
foothall, baskethall rod haschall, he also carned AUl-OVAC fooiball and baskeihall honoes
a3 a Red Rhder penior.

The two-way hack led Weir to a 9-1 foctball record in 1943, losing only to date
champion Parkemsburg. As a senior, in 1944, be led Weir @0 a 40-13 victory over
Paskersburg and accounted for five touwchdorais — a TD nan, twn TD passes, a B-yand
st dnterceptdon retum and ra B0-yard kickeff return.

Dangherty’s two-yrar career inclide:d runoing and pasaing for 1,925 yards and 3! touchdowns. He also
returned kicks and was a uar defensive back.

lis beskethall, the ell-stater helped Weir to & 22-2 record. In bascbail, be led the Red Riders to the one-claas
state champlonship in 1945,

He signed a fooiball scholarship to Chio State University where he played on a 7-2 recod team a4 8 Fred-
man sarting safety, In the fifth gane, be woved into the darting offensive lincup as taflback. He was drafied
it the U5, Army in April of 1946 and, afier discharge. he signeil a professional baseball contract with the
Detroit Tigers and played pro basceball [rom 1948-53., Included were three years in Clasa AAA with Buffalo
ard Toledo. He opened the 1951 sexson with the major league team, but returned to Toledo after » month.

When the Weir High football coaching job opensd, be was hired and gukded his second team, in 1955, 1o
an B-2 recond and sn OVAC title, He also continued his pro bscball carcer by playing In the lato 1950 in
Minot, N.)., and? Mitchell, 8.D., and was maoager of farm teams in 1964 and 1965 In Coco Beach, Fls., and
Duhsth, Minn. He capped hla high school coaching career in Bedford. Chio.
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Jim Hanna (Athlete - 19505)

Fim Harna (Weir High Schocl, Class of 1950). A three-sport all-star who led the Red
Riders to two state une-class champlonships as a serion, be is one of the mast decorat-
ed athfetes in school history. A varsity football starter as a freshman, he continved to
excel under Hall of Fame coach Cari Hamill, wio Jabeled Hanna and Daugherty as “two
of the finest all-zround athietes” he coached in his legendary career.

In 1944, Hanna starmed ¢n the 110 record Weir foothall team which won the ficst
W.Va. largest Class A playoff title with a 27-13 victory over Miltan, The two-way
end/punter/placekicker Ianded nine touchdown passes and scored §3 points as a senlor
whean he wes runnes-up for the West Virginia Player of the Year Heisman Award (now the Kennedy Award)
and was selected first team Al-OVAC, All-Valiey and All-State. He also played in two ail-star pames: West
Virginia vs, Ohic and the West Virginia North-South game.

In baskethall, ke was second team Al-W Va. and Al-OVAC,

In basebail, he pitched andt batted Weir to the one-class West Virginia championship. In the 5-3 finals” win
over East Bank, he struck out 1) in a six-his effors and bared in four runs with two singles.

He accepted o football scholarship from legendary Kentucky coach Paul (Bear) Bryaat srd started at end
on a freshman squad quarterbacked by Babe Parilli. He left schoal ta play minor league baseball for several
sensons before reterning to Weirtor, where he has been a long-time local American Legion, kigh school and
summer baseball coach and seout.

Bill Jobko (Athlete - 1950s)

Bill Jobke (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1953). A three-year, three-sport
Bulldog athlete in football, baskethall and bascball, he eamed AN-OVAC and All-
Valley footbail heners as a senier Jineran.

Recrusited by Ohio State University, he bocame a two-way offensive guard and
linebacker who played on the Buckeye national title teams of 1934 and 1957 when the
Buckeyes won two Rose Bowls, He was tcam MVP in 1957. He is the only player in
Big 10 Conference history to never play in a losing Big 10 segular scason game. He 7
reconled a safety for the College All-Stars in 2 35-19 viclory over the NFL. champion Detoit Lions, one of
only cight times the collegians defeated the N¥FL champioss in the annual classic.

He was drafted by the Los Angeles Rems and played for the NFL team from 1458-62 before performing
for the Minnesota Vikings from 1963-65. Jubko capped his pro playing career as a eam defensive captuin of
the original Atlanta Faleens in 1966. From 1967-89, he worked for the Falcons in vacious rwles -assisiant
caach, scout and Director of Pro Player Personnel. He closed his NFL carver as chief college scout of the
Phoenix Cardinals from 1989-94.

Bridgepart High School honored Jobka by naming the street entrance to Perkins Field as "Bill Jobko Way™
and then or Aug. 2§, 2008, dedicated its home complex as A1l Jobko Football Stadinm.”

Tim Anderson (Athlete - 1960s)

Tim Anderson (Follunsbee High School, Class of 1967). Anderson’s foorball earcer
was a well-traveled one, as well ag & quite snecessfuf one. He first reafized grid greatness
in Follansbee, a prep career se good that it landed him a scholarship at one of the premier
fuotball colleges in the nation — The Ohio State University.

Just like for the Blue Wave back on the banks of the Ghio River. Anderson. statved
for the Buckeyes, so much so that he was a first-round pick of the San Francisto 49ers.
His NFL, days, however, got off to a delayed start due to contract difficullies. In the
meantime, Anderson enjoyed an all-league honors stint with the Canadian Foothall
League's Forentty Argonauts.

Anderson was a three-spozt standout a1 Follansbee High. In addition to his many foothalt achievements,
the 4 fi., 195-pounder distinguished hitsell quite nicely in buseball and track.

As a senior, Anderson’s Blue Wave went 8-2. Those two blemishes came in the season’s first two games,
contests in which Anderson did not play due to infusy, T jus eight games. Andersen rushed for 863 yards and
#iso led the team in tackies As a result, the two-way back vamed all-OVAC, All-Valley and ail-W Va. Class
AAA first-team honors. As junier, he was al-OVAC and All-Vailey second tcam.

He started two years for the Blue Wave baseball squad as an outfickder. He also joined the track team as a
senior and was fifth in the state Class AAA shot put,

Al O State, Andersen started three years as a defensive back. During that span, the powerful Buckeyes
went 27-2 with two Big Ten tiles while also being named the consensuy national champions in 1968, That
team beat the O J. Simpson-led USC Teejans in the Rose Bowl. As a senior, he was first-tcam all-Big Ten and
was # first team All-American.

His Buckeye stardom proved o springboard o being the 23cd pick in the 1971 NFL draft. He owned the
distinction of being the highest of the 12 Ohio State gridders chosen in that draft, including Jack Tatum. When
wnable to agree lo terms with the 4%rs, he played four seasons in Canada before netuniay 1o San Francisco
und playing the 1975 campaign for the Niners, The following season, Anderson played for the Buffalo Bills.

Mark Thompson (Athlete - 1960s)

Mark Thompson (Mount Pleasant High School, Class of 1969). Basketball was a way of
iife in the Thompsen family. with Mark being the most productive, His two older brothers
— Rich aud Jim ~— started a hoop tradition at Mount Pleasant High in 196D, Every year
during that decade withessed a Thompson in the Mounties” starting lineup. ending with
Mark’s graduation in 1969, Mark set the family standard, however, for basketball greatmess.
He wasted no time making his presence felt on the hardwood, Tinishing as the second-lead-
ing scurer for the junior varsiy team as a frosh. That jayvee squad went 18-,

Thompson was nothing short of maghal the next three wisters, leading the team in
scoting and rebounding cach campaign. His tr dous play also sparked an eye-popping
92.9 record during that span for the Mounties, whick included three successive sectional
co-championships, a district final berth and a district semi-final appearance. As a saphomoere. the kand-working
hoopster averaged 17.6 points a gome. That Ngure jumped 1o 24.8 a3 a jusior and was capped by & 281 per game
showing as a senior, including o carcer-best 50 Hghtings against Smithfield. During that sepior year, the Mounties
averaged more than 95 points 2 game, topping the cenmury mark in six of 18 regular season conlests.

All told, the 6 f2. 4 Thompson — who wag blessed with both inside and outside scodng skills —~ exired high
school with 1,623 points in his portfolio. He netted & host of aceolades for his basketball eapertise, headed by firsi
team all-Chin henars os both a junior and senior. He was alse an all-Bastern Districy, all-Eastern Ohio Athletic
League and sI-OVAC honoree alf three years. He was captain of the OVAC team as a senfor.

Thampson was no ene-spoct wonder as he also displayed his athietic prowess on both the gridiron and buscbell
diamond. He was & two-way starter in footbal, starring as quarterhack and defensive back. The three-year regular
was an ail-Eastern District, sl OVAC and Easterst Ohia Athkitic League selection in his junior and senjor seasuns.
Thompson olso picked ups three letters in baseball., chatked up two no-hitters and four one-hitters.

Not surprising, Thompson received some 120 Division 1 college scholarship offers. He cast his Jot with
basketball at the University of Fiorida. Thompson wes the second-leading scorer on the Gators” frosh team. After
redshirting as a sophomore due to an ankle injury, he worked himsell into being a part-time starter during his
junior and senior seasoms and was & co-capain his fnal campaign with the Gators.

Marty Coyne (Athlete - 19705)

Maurty Coyne {Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1977). Coyne was o three-sport stand-
out for the Cadets, but basketbail was definitely the versatile 6 fi. 5 athiete's meal ticket.

Coyre distinguished himself as one of the premicr hoopsters in the Ghio Valley
during the decade of the *70s. He was o three-yoar starier in roundball &t Linsly,
blossomisg into a virual scoring mackine bis jonior and sestor campaigas. Coyne netted
599 poiants in his junior season alone, good for a 27.2 average, He was alse a beast on
the boands, grabbing 14.2 caroms per vuting. He nearly duplicated those numbers in his
senjor campaign, scoring 598 points for a 27.4 average. The talented post'y ebound
1atals baltoosed to 16.5 per game.

Coyne’s scoring antics wes tops in the Ohie Valley both seasons. His single-game high was 46 against
Wheeling Central. The dependable cager scored in double figures in all 47 of his high school starts. Coyne’s
scoring prowess olso translated into tcam suceess, The Cadets compiled 54-12 record during his final three
campaigns, The Bridgepert native garnered all-City, all-OVAC and all-West Visginia honors cach for his inst
two years. He ulso wos co-captain of the all-state team as a sentor. He ended his  illustrious hardwood career
with 1389 puints.

e was also 2 standout on the gridiron, starting three seasons. The glue-fingered reeeiver led all Ohio Valley
stmalt schoot pass catchers his senior season while lso averaging 37.5 yards per punt. Coyne was alse named
all-OVAC end afl-state first team for his football success as a senior,

Springtime saw Coyne start three seasons on the Linsly diamond, serving as co-captain 23 o senior.

After graduntion from Linsty, Coyne received an appointment t the U.S. Military Academy vt West Point
{NY). He had the privilege of playing for the sow legendary Duke head couch Mike Kezyzewski. Coyne started
three seasons, helping the Black Knights of the Hudson to an NIT berth in 1978. He averaged 15.6 points »
frapie a8 a juntor and 16.5 paints as a senior. His 1,126 career points fanked 11ih on the all-time Aniny scoring
list at the time of his gradaation, He alse grabbed more than 400 rebounds for the Cadets, where be served as
co-cuptain as a senior. Coyne ascended to the rank of LTC with 11 years active duty.

Mike Dawson (Athlete - 1970s)

Mike Dawson (Magnolia High School, Class of 1978). When yet begin so recall the grest
uthletes in Magnolia High annals, Mike Dawson is always near the top of the list. And why
not? The mgged 6 1. 2, 195-pasnder camed 12 letters in four sports for the Blue Eagles.

It was football, hawever, which brosght Dawson the most acelaim. Folowing his senior
grid seasan in 1977, Dawson was sciected as the W.Va. All-Class Player of the Year by the
Morgantown Tinichdown Club while finishing as runnerup for the Kennedy Award. That
same season, he was named captain of the all-W.Va. Class AA team 23 a defensive back afier
pitfering seven passes. He was also the captain of the ali-Valley and allOVAC teams,
Dawson rushed for 833 vards on just 132 carmies in nine games as a seaior for Coach Dave Cisar, He was named
second-tearm all-state g5 1 qunrterback as a justor. For his career, Dawsion accounted for more than 3400 ofl-purpose
yards and totaled 152 points despite missing four gumes with injuties.

Dawson ultimate!ly sefected Wast Virginia University. As o sophumare, bie carmed a starting spot a3 o linebacket,
bur he frjured his knee while blocking a punt against Pena State, Diwson ended as o two-year Mountaineer grid
letterman.

“The talented Bloe Eagle was also dominant in baseball. He was a four-year starier, sceing action at both catcher
and shortstop and eaming all-West Visginia lascels his junior and sesior seasons after helping frad the Eagles to the
state towmament buth years. He was a (wo-time ali-OVAC and all-Valley honoree, serving us captain of the later as
& senior. Spring proved guiee busy for Dawsan. When not playing baseball, he was a valuable contribenior 1o the Biue
Fagles™ track team. Despite ittle practice time, he was still able wo sparkle in the West Virginia Class A state ttack
mect. As a jenior, he was runner-up in both the 100-yand dash and long jump, the latter on the strength of a leap bet-
tor than 21 feet. He also won the West Virginia AAU 100-yard dash in 1977

Dawson'was also a three-vear starter in basketball. Among his many hoop highlights was a 36-point outhtrst
against Wheeling Park,

Charlie Keenan (Athlete - 19505y

Charlie Keenan (Steuhenvitie High School, Class of 1985). He & on the gridion,
wrestling mat or in the classreom, Keenan prided himself on excellence and in all three
areas of his life, he was nothing short of sensational .

Kseenan was the comerstone of Big Red's initial state grid playsff champlonship,
capizining the 1984 grid jugremaut. He led the Reno Saccoccia-coachesd gridders to a
130} scason: that §a0l, He established new schooel secords for tackles and sacks en ronte Lo
being named the state’s Division 11 Lineman of the Year. The first-team all-stater was also
acconded honorzble mention All-American plaudits. He was named captain of the all-
GVAC and al)-Eastern District wams und was selected to play in the OVAC and Ohie
North-South All-Star games.

The relentless lineman was a three-year starter for Steubenvitie that went 30-0 in the regular season and 33-
2 overstl. His great grid play camed him the distinction of being narned the co-cuprain of the 1980s All-Decade
Fuiball Tear selected by The Intelligencer. His Big Red success proved a springboand to a foothall schelarship
0 Fhe Ohio State University where he was a letterman for she Scarks & Gray gridders.

Keunan was just as impressive on the prep mats. He won a pair of OVAC titles, capuring the 173-pound class
s & sophomare fallowed by the [85-pound crawn as a junior before grabbing the brass ring as the Ohio state
kingpin that winter. Keenan ppted & move up to heavyweight us a septior, preparing him for the rigors of an Ohio
State gridder. That move to heavyweight set up a match against Bamesville High's mamivorh and feflow OSU
grid recruit Tim Moxley. The two et is the OVAC finals in 1985, attracting possibly the largest crowd at a
wrestling match in Ohio Valley annals, with Moxley pelling out an epic 11-8 triumph. It snapped Keenan's
45-match winning strenk. Keenan was awarded the George Kavalick Scholarship that year. He finished his Big
Redd wrestling career with a sparkling 110-18 record.

Keenan aiso opted to wrestk: at Ohio Stats, eaming two varsity fetters in the mat sport.

He was the Steubenville High valedictodan, compiting a 4.0 GPA. He went on to com master’s and doctorate
degrees. After receiving bis Q51 degree, Keenan retumed home and served as a teacher, administzaior and
coach 2t his alma mater, He now is a school superintendent in northem Ohia.

Tim Moxley (athiete - 1980s)

Time Murley (Barnesville High School, Class of 1985.) A heavyweight in every sense
of the word, Tim Moaxley is certainly that. Moxley came up hupe is both foothali und
wrestiing for the Shamrocks. He enjoyed o star-studded and champion-filled four athfetic
years at the western Belmont County school.

Mouley garmerad all-Ohio honors iz football for the Red & Green white also grabbing
a pair of state wrestling championships. The 6 ft. 7. 300-pounder partayed his prep
achicvements into a football scholarship ot The Ohio State University.

Maoxdey was o three-year starter on lhe Shamrocks’ Line. He helped guide the Red &
Green to 2 17-3 mark aver his last ewo seasons and the OVAC championship in 1983,

He was accorded a bevy of first team afl-star hanors for bis senior season play. They included all-Valley. all-
OVAC, all-Eastern. District and afl-Ohio by The Associated Press. He was a second-team ail-Ohio United Press
Intermational honorea As a junior, Moxicy was a second-teatm all-Valley sekection.

Muotley carved out an even more glittering prep resume in the mat spors. The powerful beavyweight capturcd
a pair of Ohio state championships, matching the number of OVAC crowns to his credit. As asenior, be lesd the
Shamrock grapplers to the vverall OVAC Toumament tile while also heing acconded the prestigious Bietkorte
Award, Marecver, the Moxley-Jed matmen of Coach Darrel] [havis captured the stale sobmameat team title in
1985, His OVAC titie masches against Steubenville's Charlie Keenan — also joining this year's OVAC Hail of
Fatne fnduction field ~ are legendary. Moxley handed Keenan his only two lasses in the OVAC event. Mexley
wus s0 impressive on the mat that e was selected o the USA’ Scholastic All-America Wresthiag “Dram
Tear" for 1984-85. He was thind in the OVAC s a sophomare.

Al Ohio State, Muxley was all football. He moved into the Buckeyes® stasting lineup es a sophomore., after
seeing playing time in all 13 games as a red-shirt freshman. He started seven out of the Bucks’ final eight games
o3 a sophamore, As a jurior, he started &l 11 games omd continued that steong play os a sedor, He played i two
bowl games for Ohio State ~ the 987 Cotton Bowl and the 1990 Hall of Fame Bowi, Moxkey was selected by
the Washingten Redskins in the ninth ound of the 1990 NFL Draft.
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David Bosley (athlete - 15905)

David Borley (Pagen City High School, Clasa of 1993}, Paden Ciry prides itseff oo
quality basketball. To that end, avldBDsl.tyhunu‘cshJﬂllﬂnfg:wWId:nn
Buﬁcywunmmmllt Wetrr] C School. The ecoring alse
into & wealih of Wildcet winnin, Green & te advanced to the West Vi
e tournament in 1991 and 1 Z.CnathBubBunDna 'Caty also the OVAC
crowns in the 1992 and §993 searons. All lold, Puden City won B1 timea and lost jast 12
s four-year boop carecr. While the Wikicats were winming, Bosley wu
|pn:pd.ay| with 1,996 points., I.ncludmglumiofnmpm
B assists and seven

oumnieTs m]:mncy
OVAC squad uut}urnﬂm hooared by
and junior scasons, the S . 1

e Dagper Dana for mm.ndmgn:hmzantrh hia sophoman:
| backrourt thymneda]E—UVAC and al}-state bonors aa Paden City advanced
to the alate toumarer cach winter.

hccmmkledﬁ'?mfll"mmlfm?%ymd:ml elght touc|
was also a sellor punter, averaging 36.1 v on 29 booty.

Bmkynlmmadehil‘u;zmcfdlmumkwdfkhl He was an OVAC dong jump charepion and also wis
a slate nmner-up in the bugrdles

Bosley took his vast baskethall akitls to the next kevel, earning & schelarship to L5U in the SEC. He
played four years for l:g:ndlﬂ' Dale Brown, who retired sficr Bosky's senior campalgn. Lo y'y final
regu]a.ru:amngnm: be net meﬂmrmwlmnufm’im glve Brown his first-ever triumph over
Nolen Richardson’s Arkansaa Razorbacks sitice they joined the SEC in 1991, Bosley was awarded the LSU's
Director Cup for academic cxcellerie s was recognized as an SEC Scholer Athlete.

Class

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Otis Winston (Athlete - 19%0s)

iy Winstos {Toconto Hi hSchau] Ch-unHB‘J"] Winston iy synozymons with Ohia
Valley bigh Jumping. He cti muun-mﬁ:ékk f(xprcpjmup&gmu

Wi T, Wl mmu ﬂun an eccomplished high jumper. He possessed mmulli-
foccted skilly both In track a3 well ea baskeiball.

‘Whils hecoming the Ohio Valley s first seven-foot leaper, he wan equaliy s do
on the hardwood, foar years for the Red Knights, while garsering furst-team
Chio hanors 21 & senior.

Winston s stil] the Red Knj " all-ime teading scorer vin bin | AS3 matkers, As a
Tis team 1o an OVAC 3-A crown thanks, in part, ta his

i urcﬂa:wdi‘nlggmmnkufm;dm:mnm His geme high wms
%&mmwmmmmwsmwmmrmmdmedmﬁ:mm South Game,
mulapmmllnnw}nnlngcmuchnmorh:lv 25 polnts » game: andwuﬁ:-n—mma]l—DVACHe

ah:m_}uyed wperh sophomore -nr firsl-team VAChﬁm‘le.hhhlBIuml
d)cRniKnlxh&lhlndadJ ws & threetime state chagrion, twiccmS: wﬁmp
Lmhelongj mnmwtmﬂuﬂ]l):ﬂm.ﬂutmmaiﬂwmmhl jumpﬂ‘ll-euluq:bome 610
jump ‘s record-sciling slaic beap of £ 1§ the foltowing Jana
:m:m:kdhhnmCohmhuwmh:mndmbmhmfwThcﬂhwsm:UnImlry
WlnmnumchllAmﬂ'mhmu'nn‘OSUlnuwk. the Big Ten high jumping Litle four times, twice
and twice ixdoon, He finished thikd in the NCAA as a freshman with hus alill State record of 7-4.5.

Wmnunmnp:mlinﬂzl')%mymtmnl

Ha waa no sbouch for the Buckryes In baskethall, :ﬂmhmauartmgwmnjunkx speclalizing a1 a defensive
dopper. He served tho Buckeye hoopsters s n a1 a sensor and finished his career will & 17-point outing
against hated-rival Michigan. He was 2 three-year OSU basketball leiterman

Winatoz went an to play fesskmal baskethall in Russie. An ondajned misister, he s1til lives in the Columbis
arza. He awne hls own tion coenpany axd is & bank computer techniciam, He also finds time to cosch track
at New Albany High School.

Rick DeLuca (OvAC ‘Family’)

Rh‘.t Deluea (Warren Consolidaied High Schoel, Class of 1970}, Prohably the
tion DcLumum“ﬁatupcctufthuOVAChaml}mmndcu

slgm want contritation, Whether it's the arduous task of coropiling the conference
standings, scrving ot various commi developing new ventures, coaching axd

even reporting the events through 1he D:Luca has dooe it all.

He'd the one who pols gcthcrth:w:ckl in n majority of sports in the
OVAC, including fmtba.ll wElcybuiL ancl * basketball and basehall.

It was DeLuca who i

VAC haskﬂba.l]flﬂyol!‘s, scrving as the
director of that event, and whu nlsu combined with OVAC Executive Secretary
Tow Rataiczak to establish the OVAC Museum - a historical [ook at the confer-
ence, its schools ond athletea throughout the years - which és honed in WesBanco
Arena in Wheeling.

DeLuca also serves on the OVAC Volleyball Commitiee, the OVAC Baschall Comnittee, the OVAC
Boosters Committee and the OYAC Scholarship Committes.

l];]c alap offers - through his Deluca Realty business venture — a yearly OVAC Volleyball
Scholarship.

Debuca, who alzo coached the high ascheol beschall teama at Bridgeport for three years and Buckeye

Local for ona year, is a veteran of the Ohio Valley medla, working for more than 40 years 03 o part-time
rtswriter af The Times Lender. He was & three-tine finalist for Ohio Spartswriter of the Year by
National § iter and ers Amociation and received four awanls from the Chio Prcp

Sportswriters lation. He also wrote some articles for USA Today in fts early years and has had

scveral non-sports articles published in varlous reglonal and national publicatins.

Frank Baxter (OVAC ‘Contributer”)

Frenk Barter (Brilpeport Hiph School, Class of 194%). When you think of
Bridgeport High School, this fa surely one of the names that comes to mind. After alf,
Baxler was of the Bridgepart system for more than 60 yeass as 4 student,
aihlete, , coach and

A!malhkl:,hcw‘umnlLUVACPmnmmfwlhulanccmuImdnckn'mdl.n
baskethall where he averaged 25 points per game a1 a senior. Afler @ stint [ the armed
soTvices thring the Korcan War, he enmolled st West Liberty State College where he
pl.nyedf aod ran ack snd received 8 bacheloc's degree, later receiving his
master's fmoem the Unbversity of Dayton

Afier teaching and coaching at Barnesville High School for ane acason, he reiumed
to his atma mater o began an incredible 47-year nm az Bridgeporis sthistic director — believed (o be the
lotigest tenure in OVAC history - retising in 2004,

tom 1962 Lo 1980, hz also doubled as the Bulldogs” hewd boys® hukcdnllcna:h,smd.mgﬂntmnlon
sclid 269- IEBWWMHumwmeOVACChumomM;ﬂ(I%B *66, *72 and *74); 14 sectional titles;
two dirtrict crowns and ene regional lonship. Bridgeport poated an an unbeaten lar seaton in £566,
ending with a final 23-1 record and e UPL Class A state poll champlanship; and fini 3 1he 1969 Chio
ﬂmAnmwwiﬂmZSﬂrmﬂmnmmw]nnﬂmmmﬂym:hunlnlhc state.

Baxter was named the Ohio Clrs A “Conch of the Yewt™ In 1966 nixl became the finst recipient of the OVAC's
all-sports “Coach of the Year" award in 1969, He was also sciected Exstoon Ohlo and Eastern District “Coach of
the Year™ on severnl occasicrn. In 1988, Baxter was the Enstern District “Athletic Dirctor of the Year” ond he was
incucted into the Ciio A thictic Administratss Hatl of Fame in 1994, He hm alsa been recognizesd by the Ohio High
School Basketbalk Coaches Association, the NestiiRh Memorial Baskethel] Hall of Famne through the DHSAA in
1985 and with the Farl Haherficld Coaches Awerd at the OVAC Basketbal] (lassic in 1987, Baxler received the Carl
HmmﬂAwwdfrunslgUppu‘Oh.o\‘a]kqumDmﬂtbm7m3andw}ml}:m'Bml.g:pmeSd‘lnl
was coratnucied, the floor af the fohn ). Havlicek Gyrrnastum was named Frank Baxir Court.

William ‘Bill’ Davies (Media)

Hillizm J, “BI2I" Davies (Bamesyille High School, Class of 1944). A “genile giant™
wha wore many hats during his lifetime, It would be sasy 1o label Davies ms "Mr
Bamerville” 1o many :rmd.el.nduulsidﬂhewcnm-nBclnmmety commmunity, bt it
wid dn the media where he made pecha

Aﬂuuﬂﬁhgmﬂnﬂm}'m “0dd I!m‘ldm
Okingwa, he attended Miam O}rm Univensi
State University where he from the USclnmlanw.rmhﬂnm]‘?SD

A true “old kchool” reporter who could recall many numes and eventa at the drop of
a bat, his lifelong career was spent right in his backvard at The Bamesville
miil his regicement in 1994, mmguv:ralyunuadltm publisher while also covering
S?mmmck:ponmgmmrcll ously.

Nmmﬂydldh:reponm ville athietics for The Enterprisc, but he als0 was &
valuable contribrinor to the sports departmenty ut The Times Leader in Martine Ferry aned The Daily Jeffereonian

in Cembridge
Ammgt.ﬁ: mlucdmdsDulumw:dwmqumgnﬁmdSemwAwudfmﬂ:Bmmn]lz
wmlmwnmwmumm Distinguished Service Award in 1995;
gohm | Hall of Fame Meslia Award in 1997, and Inducticn into the Ohia Prep Sportswritens Association

1| of Fame in 1998.

He also was inducied ko the Barnevilke Area Frucntion Foundation Hall of Fame in 1998, was oarmed Bamesvilk Citben
of the Year in 1994; recenved 2 Foundem Awad from te Oldo Association of Commmonisy Colleges, snd graces the top of the
}hmg]kmanrdennlCM

Thavlced waa & vamity letterman in footbal) and basketball in high schoel, atud was & member of the gold
meilat-winning baskeiball tzam in the 1545 Pacific Olymyrics. He was s regisicred basketbal) official for 20
years arul served es Ohio Stadiurn beneh sevurity and as an usher at Buckeye football games from 1958 usil
1he year of his death in 2063.

John Stephenson (Coaches)

W(Wz)m’wxg School, Clasy af |96%). Regarded as the “Father
ofCadiz S&qdmnm%lhcnﬂ:uﬂmjnﬁmﬂiml}tmym

ofth\: uuh:achml_
hdm]zmmlttqmdwmhul&}lhnbymcmﬂymr
teamm bt increased o 34 members ad was off aul nenning.
“’Tmfoﬂcrwu]dmgmcmnl-iymrs Slnplmmnqqnldm‘nn.ﬂaﬂnlm
seaton was tho Cadiz wrestling bocame rghlqumaldrmg}nn&:mdohlnml
wmammmnthmVaﬂcyAmkﬁcCon
wom k2 DVACC]MMMMHH&. 12

DVA Cthmwmullumﬂﬂ:muaJIOVACmmWﬂupml%l Hia

teamy nlso won cight sectional championships and seven district tittes with momerous top
iﬂmmmfmmhlwliwtulh)ﬂnwﬂmuhxh the Ohic Class
A State Wrestling Cham excned Stephenson the Otio Clss A “Coach of the Year™ sehection.

Ulnder his futclege, g&zwmhxu]’?mfdmellnhhﬂ:mhdmgmmmmmm}na
GVAC Tournament ' i recond with the Cardinaly was an impressive (42-18-2
For his tnany coniributions to the spoct of wrestling, inchlbg
Coomitee and es director of severs] sectional and district
OVAC'tﬁﬁ@mn%LmAwﬁmuﬂEIWﬁ:Hmm C:mn]lumrcmmﬂmiﬂu:longummxhwnhﬂm
naning of schools i [ WSwphmmC'
Skﬁmmﬂm Phynca]EdmbcmﬁmnFalmmSm:Co]legc.wm:
he was an NATA All- Amcrmmcdla.&ﬂu town as wresiling coach, Stepbetmwon serve as assistant
mmmluCulleJghSchoohmlﬂam“m 1o principa) at Harison Cemtral when (he district reomgn-
nized in 1999 and be matntained that pmnxmmﬂ”DOlHehua]mmwdummclpalnHmHopuhk
Edemeninry, Harrizon Lakeland Elementary and has been Baildings and Grounds Suervisor for the districs.

Charles ‘Chuck’ Watt (Coaches)

Charles Chuck” Haw (Steubenyille High School, Class of 1945). A mainstny of
Big Red sthletics, Coach Watt made his mark both es head baaketball amd bascball

In basketball, Wait assisted Ang Veccaro before taking over In 1967 amd beginning
8 23-year stind 03 head coach. During that time, b compiled a sellar record of 350~
149 & winning precentage of 7001,
Red won cight OVAC championships under Watt (1971, '75, '78, '79, 'BO,
and ')} and he was pamed the District 5 Baskeiball Coaches Association
“Couch of the Year” in cach of thase seatons while being named OVAC “Coach of §
ihe Year” in both 1971 and 1994 His teams won [2 scrtional titles, incleding seven
i *2;2?5“ 1983 through 1990; and capured foar district championships (1970,
v 90).
He was fnducted into the Ohio High School Baskethall Cozches Association Hall of Fasie In 1994 and
into the District 5 Baskeiball Coaches Association Hall of Fame,
Watt alsa succesded Vaccaro s the school's bead baschall coach, serving o that role from 1965-75 and
compiling a 192-87-4 mark. His Big Red teams won two OVAC championships (1968 and 1973); three
sectional titles (1968, *72 and *75) and ono disirict ctown (1972).
He also the Steubermi le American Legion Post 33 trom for many years. After serving ay en
assistant 1o Vaccarp from 1937-82 hefore becoming the manager in 1983 and posting a 367-104 record,
imcluding state championshipa in 1984 and 1989

e R

Wait's coaching carcer actually began In his semior season at Steubenville College when he ook over
at mid-seazon Eﬂdﬂlamma.tnmuadanliloaH—Smofdwwm tion s the “Mout
ILmproved Team in the Country™ as determined by the Dick Dunke] National Rating Syviem.
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John *Streaky’ Haloszka (Officials)

John “Streaky” Haloszha {(MeKinley Vocational Schoel, Class of 1943).
A dedicated and coloefu] individual who was casily recognizable by his nick-
nume, Haloszka spent 40 years ag an official in the Ohio Valley, working high
schoal games in focthall, basketball, spdfiball, baseball snd fzack.

He slso officiated in the Wheeling Oudoor Baskelball Ecague which fea-
fured such players as Ghio State University greaty John Haviicek and Jerry
Lucas and West Virginia University legends Jerry West and Rod Hundley. He
also worked many years in the St Vincent's Towrnament and the Sistersville
Independent Tournument — both widely-recognized for aitracting top collepiate
players from throughout the tri-state arca,

e worked & host of West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (SSAC) tournament
games a¢ the sectionul, regionzl and state levels and also officiated in the West Virginia Catholic State
Tournzment.

Among the honors Huloszka received were an SSAC Service Award at the state basketball tourna-
ment in 1975; an SSAC Meritorious Award for 30 years of officiating feotball and basketball in 1984; 2
Meritorious Award lor eutstanding service fo kigh school athletics from the Ohie High School Athletic
Association (OHSAAY) in 1985; recognition from the Ohio Vulley Board of Foothall Officials for his
mmany years of service in 1986; honerary lifetime memberships 10 the Ohio Valley Board of Foothalf
Officials in 1988 and the Ohio Valley Board of Basketbalf Officials in 1590,

He was also honered by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club for outstanding achicvements and
coptributions to high school sports in the arca in 1989 and recognized as an honorary official at the
3ist annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-§tar Fooetball Classic in 2002.

Fred Bruney (Athicte 19405)

Fred Braney (Martins Ferry High School, Clasy of 1949). An honored football player
at three levels — high schoul, college and pro, e etched his name in Purple Rider lore
as 3 senfor when he led the 1948 team 1o o 9-0-1 record. Ferry was ranked No, 3 in the
Okio one-class poll behind No. | Massillon (8-1) and No. 2 Camtan McKinley (9-1). The
lone tie was » scorcless stuggle with unbeaten Triadelphia (9-0-1) played before 10,561
at Ferry Stadium.

Afler the mid-season tie with the Triads, Bruney led Ferry to wins over Bellaire, 33-0;
East Liverpoul, 13-7; Steubenville, 20:4; Linsly, 35-0¢ and Mansfield, 6-0. Bruney lified
the Riders past Bast Liverpoe] with o sccond half comeback; lod Ferry past Steukenville,
following a seoreless first balf, with a TD run and TD pass; ant scord the game’s only
T in a1 6-0 win aver state-ranked Mansficld. Ferry had seven shutouts and allowed enty
19 points,

The fonr-year foothalt player, who also played basketball and ran track, eamed Al-Ohio honors from Internationat
News Service as well as AHOVAC und A[’-Eumm Chio recognition. The trple-threat player led the Riders in rush-
ing and scoring with 97 polms phes six TD passes and also led the team in pass interceptions and kick retums.

He went on to Ohio State University where the two-way back had 17 pass interceptions — second on the
Buckeye chaits, including three in one peme. e was a first tcan AN-Big Ten Conference choive and played in the
Tiast-West Shrine Game.

Bruncy was the 35th overall draft pick, in the third round, by (he Cleveland Browns in 1953 and played six
years in the NFL with the San Francisco 49crs, Pittsburgh Steelers and Los Angeles Rams, From 1968.62, he
played in the upstart AFE with the Boston Patriots and fwice eamed AFL All-Star status. He ended with 15 pro
pass interceptions.

He then served 35 years as an NFL assistant coach with the Philadelphia Fagles, Atlants Falcans, Tampa Bay
Buceaneers, New York Giants and Indiamapolis Colts. When he retired in 1997, he had the longest fenure ns a player
and coach in pro foathall,

Bruney was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Co-Mea of the Year in 1981 along with OVAC Hall of Famer
Tom Keane and was tsducted into the Ciry of Marting Ferry Hall of Fame in 2609,

Henry Josefczyk (athlete 19505)

Henry “Hank™ Juscfeayk (Yorkville High School, Class of 1956). After five decades,
he hoids the Ohie Villey record for basketball seoring wverage for a seafor. The 6-foot-6
center scored 1,097 pointts in 26 pames for a 42,2 per game nerm. He averaged 17.5 per
pame with 728 points as & junior and his four-year sotal of 2,001 points ranks in the Top
13 ins Ohio Valley history,

An 1-letier winner — four cach in basketbal] and baseball and three i football — he
led the Duciillites to # 22-4 team recond as a senior. They won the Jefferson County title
for the second straight year plus the (hio Class 8 section and distriet erowns including a
win over un unbenien Sirasburg teasn before Loging to Chagrin Falls, 62-60, in the regional
tournament. As 8 senior, ke broke the Yorkville single game scoring recond set by OVAC
charter Hall of Famer Ken Alcssi by netting 76 points against Shadyside, 2 team he also scored 60 an in anether
game. He had 62 against Linsly and four 50-point pames to average 45.1 polats for regular season. The 76-point
gme is the thind-highest in OV history and came in the fins regular season game, 2 99-78 win.

Jesefezyk wus selected first team All-Ghin, AL-OVAC and All-Eastern Ohio as well as Chuck Taylor All-
America recognition by playing i the annual Norh-South All-America Game in Murmy, Ky, He also played in
the Ohio/W. Va. va. Kentucky Af-Star games in Himtington, W.Va. and Ashlzad, Ky.

He reportedly had some 200 college scholarship offers and the senior class president end salutatorian selected
the University of Thyion, He was a three-year varstty letternan with the Fiyers after playing on the freshman team,
In his sophomere scasen, he was 2 reserve on the 25-4 record NIT naaner-up team which lest in overtime 1o Xavier
after beating Fordham and St John's. At Daytos, he reeeived the first John L. Macbeth Scholar-Athlete Award
in 1958, He graduated in 1960 in Electrical Engineering and received a master’s degree from Case Enstitute of
Technology. He retumed to UD as an instructor for two years, teaching the school's first praduste digital computer
cowrses. Al the time, Thayton was anc of only four colleges to offer computer courses, He then jeined the business
world, working for 12 years for intcl Corp.

Don Sutherin (Athiete 19505)

Bure Swehierin {Teromto High School, Class of 1954). A three-sport, 12-letter winaer for
the Red Kndghts, he eamed All-Ohio, AI-GVAC, Atl-Valley and All-Eastemn Obio football
henors a3 o seplor when he scored 19 of Toronto’s 24 TDs and accounted for 74 of the Red
Knights' 95 first dowas in o 34 record scasen.

The 183-pound two-way back-kick retumner-punter-kicker scored 129 points and
aceounted for 2,335 yards for an average of 250 yards a game. He rushed for 1,022
yerds and passed for B33 yards. On defense, he retumed two of four pass interceptions
for scoTes,

He also jed the Red Knights to s 16-2 regular scason haskeibsil record, (he second best
mark in school history at that time.

He eamed 4 foothall scholarship to Obio State University and lettered all throe varsity
seasens s a two-way back-kick retumer-kicker-punter on two Big Ten Conference titfe
teams. As a senior, on a 9-1 record team, he kicked the winning 34-yard-field which decided a 10-7 Rese Bowl
victery over Oregon.

Drafted in the eighth round by the New York Giants, he started 4 13-year pro carcer ns a defensive back-
placekicker. He played two seasons in the KFL with the Giants and Pitisburgh Steelers and played 11 vears in
the Canadian Fooibalt League with Homilton, Ottaws and Toronto.

A perennial CFL All-Star, ke played in eight Grey Cup tith games in 10 yoars and was on four championship
teams. When he retired, he was the all-thoe scoring leader in the CFL and held [8 €FL records. He also served
as a CFL scout and assistant coach from 1981-91.

Int 1992, he was inducted into the CFL Hall of Fame. He also is inducted into the Foronto High School and
Ugpper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Halls of Fame. e resides in Hartville, Okie, where fe taught at Loke High
School and served as football coach before retidng in 1997,

Larry Duck (Atntete 1960s)

Larry Duck (Martins Ferry High School, Ciass of 1962). Winning ond Larry Duck go
bangd-in-hund.

The prep pridiron legend was one of the key picces in the PEL:Fx}c Riders' amazing sue-
cess in the Jate 19503 and carly $960s. FThe punishing and powerfil Duck was a three-year
grid starter for Ferry.

What is most remarkable about his illustrious grid career wis the act that he never Jost
a game os the Parple Riders went 30-0. As a sopbomors, Duck started at middle guard for
the Ferrians, cosched by Wayden Buckley, A9 a junior, he staried at both linchacker and
fisflack as rookie coach Bob Wien guided anather 10-0 campaign. Duck's contributions
did not go unnoticed a5 he was fimst-team all-OVAC and co-captatn of the all-Valley team.
Duck’s serfor year was even more amazing a3 Wion's charges rolled to yet another 10-0
season, Duck hauled in a mydad of posi-scasen honors. He was named captain of the all-OVAC and all-Vidley
teams and earned first-team afl-Ohio plaudits as a fullback. He was named (0 the Seror Scholastic AN-American
Team while also gaining 2 spot in the Ohio Notth-Seuth All-Star Game in Canton. Moreover, he was named UPI
“Back of the Year” afler gveraging 6.6 yands a carry, scoring 12 touchdowss and gaining 911 yands.

- The € ., 220-pound Duck was no one-sport wander, as he was n starter in hasketball while also excelling in tmek.
He putted the shot moerc than 50 feet end twirled the discus better than 150 feet, both prodigions distances in that er.

Buck accepted & schofarship fo WV und subsequently led the Mountaineers freshman team in rushing. His stay
in Morgantown was shert-fived as he transferred to Memphis State University. The move worked out excegtionally
walt as Duck started three years st middle guard, His 1eammates voted him MVP following his senior year. Duck
was also chosen to pla?r in the prestigions Blue-Groy All-Star Game in Alabama.

Buck’s prolific play lext him to being drafted by the Canardian Foutbali Eeague. He epted to remain at Memphis 05 2
graduate assistant. He retumed home and nccepted a teaching position at Marting Ferry #igh in 1970, He spent the next
30 years at his nlmu smater, teaching, coaching and also serving a stin as athietic director. He guided the Ferry boys™ bas-
ketball team to a 20-5 record and 4 distriet championship in 1982, He later coached the girls™ tears to much success.

Joe Niekro (Athlete 1960s)

Jue Niekro (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1962). The younger half of the most
sticcessful brothers pitching tandem in Major League Bascball history, Joe earved his pro
niche after distinguishing himself on the mound at the prep and cotlegiate levels,

Nigkro pocketed 221 Major League wins as be and older brother Phil teamed for 539
victories, still the professional high water mark.

His athictic feats touk ot at Hridgepent High, where be was more than just a pitching
standout. Nickro, in addition ta his baschell accolades, was an a-OVAC basketball player at
the Kirkwood-based school. Nickeo was & major player in the Bulldogs capturing three straight
Class AA baseball sectional and district titles, the largest class in Ohie ot that time,

He closed ot his prep career in sieflar fashion, tossing & no-hitter agatnst Marting Ferry
in the sectional semifinals, He was honered as an ali-Eastern Obio basehall sclection.
Baschall had no OVAC All-Star team at that thne.

Following his successful Bridgeport tonure, the Blaine resident matriculsted to West Liberty State Colloge
wihere played both bascball and basketball for the Hilitoppers. Niekro helped pitch the Gold & Hiack of legend-
ary Coach George Kovalick to the 1964 NAIA national title.

His coliegiate fetes helped propel Niekso ta a 22-year Major League carcer. He pitched for seven teams dar-
ing his carecr, with 11 seasons 23 a member of the THouston Astros. He won 2] games for the Astros i 1979
and followed that with 20 more victores in 1980,

Buring the 1979 campaign, he made the National League Al-Star learn, leading the senior circuit in wins and
shutouts {5). Ie won the Sponing News Pitcher of the Year Award and was runner-up to Bruce Sutter in the Cy
Young voting. Nigkrb pitched in one World Serics, that coming in 1987 with the Minnesota Twins, Joe hit one
rajer feague home run, that coming off brother Phil in 1976.

Niekre digd Oct. 26, 2006 after suffering a brain aneurysm, but his fegacy lives on through The Joe Nickro
Foundation created by his only daughter, Natalie. The foundation's procoeds are donated to varicus hospitals in
an effort to expand ancurysm treatment and research,

Less Browne (Atblete 19705)

Lesy Browne (East Liverpoul High School, Class of 1979). Froen Columbisna County,
1o Colosado, 10 Canada, Brvwne was 40 all-star foctball player ai every stop.

Browne wus # three-spert standout at East Liverpool, with football being bis forte.

THis grid heroics are highfighted by cight kickoft or punt retums for touchdowns under
the kate Ted Maley, In his senior year at East Liverpocl, Browne rushed for 992 yands and
scorcid 56 points in eaning second-team: all-Ohio honor.

Browne was also a standout basketball player and sprinter for the Potters while also
owning the distinction of being his senior class president. He was chosen Fast Liverpool
Review “Player of the Year” in 1978,

The versatile gridder was recruited to Coloradn State as a rning back, He quaickly and
seumtiessly made the transition to defensive back, starting in the Rams’ secondary for three
yous. The 5 11, 170-pounder led Colorado Stite in interceptions in 1980,

Following his stellar coilegiate carcer, Browns signed us a free agent with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats in 1984 and
he wasted nu time making Iis prescnce felt north of the border. He camed ail-Eastern and CFL all-star awands
as o defensive back in 1985 and [986. Browne moved en to star for the Winnipey Blue Bombers from 1989-9],
During the Latter two yaars, he establishod CFL records for most interception temim yards in a scason with 273
amd 267, mespectively. Alter dne year with the Ottawa Rough Riders, one in which be again lad the feagoe in
interception return yardape, Browne closed out his CFL carcer with the British Columbia Lions in 1994, The
Lions captured the coveted Grey Cup that season. Browne set league reconds fir most career interceptions {87)
and most regular-season interception return yardage (1,508). Afier his playing days, Browne went on to scrve
us #n assisiant corch in the CFL.

Halls of Fame are nothing new to Browne. He was inducted into the Past Liverpoot Hall of Fame in 1993 and
he was Jater inducted into the Canadian Football Hall of Fame.

Mike Wright (athlete 19705)

Mike Wright (Wellsville High School, Class of 1976). Regarded as one of the most ver-
sutile athletes in 4 tradition-rich school, Wright etched his name in the Tigers’ foothall und
baskethall record books.

Wright stamed ot quarterback for three years and also was a four-year starter at point guard
for Coach Bobby Dawsen's hoop juggernaur.

The 6 f. 3, 185-pound dualthreat quarterback ﬁnidﬂi the up-river Tigers to their best three-
year run in schoel grid history, compiling a sparkling 24-6 card, kighlighted by a school-best
9-1 ledger in his junior vear. Wellsville went B-2 in Wright's senior vear, with both blemishes
bf{ 4 single point. Wright was a two-time all-OVAC first-teans honeree while also gamering
all-District horors, 1le was one of the valliey's most prolific gridders, accumulating 1,318 yands
in total offense and 15 Ths.

Wright wag even more impressive on the hardwood,

As o mere frosh, he played an integral role in the Tigers winning 18 of 23 games, good for Class AA sectional wad
district championships. As a saphomore Wright, combining craftiness with athleticists, sparkled in a 21-F scazon,
which saw the Tigers gain the No. 1 ranking in the UPT poll. Wellsville followed that with an OVAC Clasy AA cham-
pionship in Wright's junior eampaign, The Tigers went 15-2 and again claimed the top spot i the UPI poll.

That set the table fur o senior basketball scason like ne vther in Wellsville hoys® hoop history.

Wright led Wellsvile to its fisst-cver state tovmameat berth. The spotless Tigem fell to Dayton Roth in the state
tourney semifinals. The scason alse saw the Columblana Countlams pocket another OVAC Class AA crown. For his
clforts, Wright was named Eastern [istrict “Player of The Year” while gamering second-team ali-Ohie honors from
the Associated Press and thind-team: all-state plaudits from UPLL The two-time all-OVAC pick was named captain of
(5e all-Valley team his finat vear, in which be averaged 15.1 ninist:r e,

Wright aceepted a football grant-in-aid to Bowling Green State University, Wright landed the starting quarterback
Jobyhis junior yrar, passing for more than 1,800 yands. He followed that with tore than 1, 100 passing yands a9 a senior
while eaming al-Mid American Conference henors.
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Melissa Hammond (Atbtete 1980s)

Mefina Hamend (Shadyside High School, Class of 1989). This former Lady
Tiger was a stendout in three sports duning her prep carcer, hut it was baskethall wherm
she shined the

Hamuoomt was a fie- kerterwinner fur the Lady Tigers who wend onto a
fmb&y::wmmeﬁySkaolkmmhhnkrmmhmmm
S

At Shadyside, Hammond was 2 prolific shootor en route to ber school-rocond 1,516
poina. Sh:dzmn:dluﬂ]me-jmmgm}: Her 46 pointa, as a junior, during in & game

against Buckeye Nosth is elso tops in school history.

D.rmgherpmmm]—lamundInum;nmthcuumdfmhmﬂhnw&yhhmymnmgcmlﬂu
30 poitits # gatne a0 30,2, Sbe was more: than o scoier. however. 43 she averaged 9.1 rebonds, 62 awis, 5.0
wrals and dnilked 67 tree-point goale.

A:.nsc'.[im'I[mmwmlmmgud"s!pohsaprmmﬂwmnmmhll-o}mmﬁnmlvsmma)wumr
Year by UPL She also sveraged 9.5 rebounds, 8.1 acsists, 6.5 steals, thot 48 percont from the floor, BC.1 percent
At the mmﬂSBmmﬂfmﬂmmmtm

Hammond was teokd second-tearts wil-Oho by The Associated Press twice and was aclected to the Ohio
North-South All-Star Game. She wae captaln of the all-OVAC tcam twice.

Hammond elso doubied sa 8 sofiball piayer and Grower for the tack team.

She samed four ketiers in sofital] and Baee more f track. She was m aR-0VAC fis! team sefection three times
in eoflbel] and ooce en all-Ohioan.

In track, she was an 1-Eastern District performer in the chot put and discus.

Al West | iberty, Hammond was a fiwr-year basksiball starier. scored 2,150 points from 1990-93, which is
aulll the West 1iberty record and think-beat & WVIAC history. Haommeand, who also starre) i sofltal] ar WISC,
was the second [ctnale athicte to be Indicted 1o the West Liberty Sports Hall of Fae,

Jeff Sweitzer (athtete 1950s)

Jeff Sweitzer {Brooke High School, Class of 1987), Thiy former Bruin was onee
drsml'\izd by his high schoal coack, Faul “Bud” Billlard, as the best player he ever
£04c

He's definitely one of the most decorted Bruins to come (fom the aleried program
when it way the Ohio Valley kingpin.

Sweitzer helped Icad 1be Bruins to back-to-back appearances in the West Virginia
tate chuwf lms}upmm‘ygam ?l a quarierback epugndgmh:a junior and sendor m.'.ag.: He
waa a Jeur-yrar grom time as a nmeing back, defen-
ive back and kmkmmubefumm&tﬁmgm : i

As a scnior, when the Bruins finished 11-2 o9 the atate nmnerap, Sweltzer set an
Ohie Valiey record for total Whmfc with 3,399, He also sccounted fot 36 touch-
downs. Of his yardage total, he had 2,203 passing; 674 rushing and 522 on kick returmas.

After that setijor seaton, Sweltzer, who uLv.u shined in bascbail fur the Bruins, repeated on the first icam
all-state aquad and wes pamed the captain of the offensive unit. He was alto runner-up for the Keanedy
Awnrd thet scason. He was twice nomed all-OVAC and all-Valley and was the Gatorade Statz Player of the
Year He way also listed in the USA Today as West Virgisia Player of 1be Year and an honetable memtion
to the paper’s All-Asmerican Team,

Sweltzer then accepted a scholarship to the University of Akron. As was the case at Brooke, Sweltzer
began as a kick returncr and running back before becoming the k fur his final two scasons.

two years, Sweitzer passed for 2,744 which i 10th on Akron's career lating. He pessed for 1,599
yards a3 8 junior.

Joanna Bernabei (athlete 1990y

Joonnd Bermabel {Weinon Madonns High School, Clasy of 1993). Tals former
Lady Bluc Doo was ooc of the most wolific and unselfish basketball players from the

Ohio Valley.
Bermbei helped to gukde the Lady Bive Dons 1o three sialght state tourmament gppear-
ances and, ber senior szasca of 1992, Madonna brought bome the school’s second

na:clmmvkml;yunhnmﬂmm'%zm

Dhuring thar 1992 campraign, Benmbed sveraged 17,5 pokka, six reboruuds, meven aselals

mﬂ\cnmhwm“mknmgﬂxlﬂm-mmm Alltukd.d-wﬁnnhcdhcr
armmlh!OO‘mhnsmdmunnsmcumm

scasan, Dernabe] was ramed coprain of the West Virginds Class A Al
Sm:umnndﬁmnflheO\ACClunAM“mV team when baskebalt was
a fall gport She competed in both the OVAC mul Norh-South all-tiar games. All o

i,

Mmﬂ was # thies-tioe sfl-tater, She w2 second team chotee as o eophcmore wnd 4 1591 tam selection as
a junioc
While baskcthall was where Bomabel made ber mauk, she also excelled for Madema in irack nod ficld 2y well
a3 tennis, camning ketters in cach lnl??J‘BumbeitrmrEumﬂgo}dnzdah}mm&nmth:\ﬁm\’hgmh
lals track meet. She was a pert of the winning 422 00-meter relay as well as the winning shuttle unile retsy, She
ran & ke oo te stale awier-up 4x 1 00-meter relay team During (e Y992 teiwils seson, Bemabei wa a pont of an
DVACkahmdwhlumlnlmuis

Bemabei complated ber degree in 1997 from West Liberty State Colkge. During her carcer with the Lady
I]UIM@M&TMMIM%]lD7nsilﬂs,whxhhtthCAADi\'}ﬁioﬂHrrcmd.D\mng

ber scnior senson, wa numed WVIAC Player of e Year and Division 1L All-American afler belping io
lead WLSC tm a NCAA Towrnament ¢ Shewmnnm]fmlramaﬂ-mufm:mﬂtwvmf.alltm
years and was inducled to the West A&\}ctriia]lana.mcm"UO"

Bm'mh:iel:ﬂcmdlhe ranks ol Wesleynn. She wea there for & year snd has also worked st

Esstern Kentucky, \M:u\m*g-inhlmld\eUnltﬁmyofhhr}{amluhﬂenhewmnnauma!chmq:dmuhlpnngm

Kyle Rose (Athlete 19905)

Kple Rose (River High School, Class af 1990). Thia thiee-sport Pilot aihls wid @ sandonl
mmﬂuﬂﬂtﬁeﬁdmhufunjmmﬂmﬂmmgfmulﬁknmhxhﬂmgnm
with e Letters each in wrestling and

meaﬂnuwhmﬂ.meumkhuprmmcefdtktﬂumm He was a four-year mainstyy
ot catcher smud in the heaet of the Pilots® batting order. He baited 66 ox a fregtvman, 473 as
alcpfn&:rjﬂﬂunpg;m 516mnmmm§mm£ﬂ0biACPh)ﬁnf1]:nYm
mwary. As a sophomore an on-hase percentage of 695 vk 4-0f42 srealing
tasea. That mark is still en Ohbo Valkey stodud. All ok, be hit 13 bone s and deove 76
runy, bt missed 11 garnes 04 a sepior afler 3 bout with moooe. :

Adler hia srtor canypalgn, be was neined fink-toan all-Ohiio, all-Easiemn District, e-OVAC
uﬂlﬂ-\-‘a]]cy HephyujmbcnhdrﬂtmmeVACaﬂ-am-

e arud a bost ol honors. As a semior, be
touchdownz.

[2hs 28

In foolball, Rose piryed taithack for e Pilots and racked up all sorts of
wufhs!lmnnﬂ»]iatm&smn all-OVAC snd all-Valley nfier rushing for 800 yands and scoring eight
For his career, Rm:un'mcdlj}’yanhmd”tmd:dnwmmﬂ]m:mm[[cwﬂalmndc{umvamdﬂlwim
IB3tmalla|:kl:s.mnh,fou.r and seven femble recoveries.

His wrestling career diin't begin untif be was a sophomere, bat he picked it up qeickly. Asnm{i:.l':ﬂlﬁndli—l"
bl sured 1 61 40 jutior and et 27-8, He wa fourth of the OVAC Wresthing Tourmament and advanced to the Okio
Ddistrict Tournament. He fully arrived in his grappling career 28 o seror. Posting a 36-3 secand. Rose advanced to the
OVAC {inals before falling. He then won the sections] and district tithes ot | 52 poonds to qualify o the stake iourna-
et where he advancel 1o the finaly mul settls] T the silver medal. He fiished with a 78-23 record.

While having plenty of 1 nbout his mthietic creer at the cof l.Rnnc a scholar-
stip to Moo Colkege in m to play LPla)'Lugmn'u'ygu.m:un 94 and was
choeen a3 conferonce freshman of the year. iowever, his coreer and omﬂuwmuaudmﬂmD&.!l.lWlwhm
he was invohved in a car accidemt. Rose amvived, bt is confined to a wheelchair na o paraplegic. After apending aix
monthy in andl out of surperies and herapies, Rose went back to schood o1 Ohlo Unbverity Fasicm fur ten yeaos ad
then, in 1994, enralied at Wen Liberty State College where he tater eamed his degree in seeomary education i maty
ernatics. [n 1998, Rose was bired ot his peep abma mater o8 2 moh teacher. He's ghso stice caried his master'’s
from Marygrove Callege. [ hardicep dadn™t preverh from staying imvelved io sports es he was named head
coach of his Wit mater in 1998 and be held the post il 2007, He Jed the Pidobs to the OVAC tithe in 2003,

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Hall of Fame Committee is seeking
nominations for future consideration

for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame.

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC ‘Family’,
OVAC ‘Contributor’, Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes).

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee,
c/o the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH 43906.
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments
(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but all college/professional information is also requested.

The ninth annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled
on Saturday, August 18, 2012 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W.Va.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

Class of 2004

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2004 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the
late Ssmuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovalick
(accepting for the late George Kovalick),
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill
Van Horne), Betty Polias (accepting for the late
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Belsel (accepting
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha
Reese (accepting for the laie Evan Reese.
Second row, Jim Murray (accepting for the Iate
A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek,
Bill Mazeroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (sccepting for
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rayna
Williams (accepting for the late Ron ‘Fritz’
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald
Spencer {accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes,
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho.

OVAC Hall of Fame [T

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2005

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2005 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Mait Mumley {(accepting for
the late Rudy Mumnley), Agnes Timmons, Doug
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late
George Strager), Bob Burton and John
‘Corky” Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi,
Mary Kay Zitzelsberger (accepting for the late
Walter Heil), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the
Iate Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting for
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood
and Terry Sanlvely, Third row, John ‘Fuzzy’
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher,
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio.




OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2006

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2006 or their representatives include, frent
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent-
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D’Innocente
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard ‘Lefty’
Hall, Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep-
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob
Gain, Phil Niekro, John Magistro (represent-
Ing Lee Patrone}, Bob Hummell and Harry
Wilson, Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith,
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West.

A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2007

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2007 or thelr representatives include, front
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway,
Earl Klevins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner;
second row, Bacl Carpico (representing Joe
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwaln (representing
Don Fleming), Jochn Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert
‘Be’ McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); third
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown,
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs.




HOOOOOOOOQOOOCOOOOOCOOQOOOOCOOOOOCOOCOQOOCOOOOOOCOOOOLCOOOOOOOQOOOOQOOOOO0O0

A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2008

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2008 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond
(accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug
Huff {(accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart),
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell
(nccepting for the Inte Bob Kettlewell); second
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowski, Bill
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick;
back row, Joseph Pettini (accepting for Joe
Pettini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept-
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suvzie
Dailer.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2009

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2009 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Richard “Dick™ Edge,
Dr. Viece Monseau, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford,
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paolisso; second row,
Harold “Doc” Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken
Jobko (accepting for the Iate Bill Jobke), Tim
Anderson and Mark Thompson; third row,
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlie Keenan,
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2010

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2010 or their representa-
tives Include, front row left to right,
Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row,
Tom Cusick {(representing Chuck Watt},
John “Streaky” Haloszka, Dave Bruney
(representing Fred Bruney), Henry
Josefezyk, Don Sutherin, Larry Duck;
third row, Phil Niekro {representing Joe
Niekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright,
Melissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer,

Hall of Fame Committee

The OVAC

congratulates Bob Robinson
as the Denny Magruder Distinguished
Service Award recipient for 2011.

Since our inception in 2004, Bob has financially
supported the Hall of Fame and allowed us
to honor 141 Ohio Valley greats in eight years.
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Clarence ‘Bevo’ Lou ‘The Toe’

Calvin
Francis Groza Hinkle Jones

" Legends of-'CjVAC timber schaols honars those gred}'dﬁihlé}éS"w'ho played or coached mfhe OhioValley -
sprior to the.formation of the conference-in 1943 or who played or coached after that date:but-before
' ‘. ouiiite their school becaiie a member of the conference. o T

V. Everett Brinkmar (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923)

One of only threel3-letter winners in football, basketball, baseball and track at Wheeling High, he was an all-stale football end and scored 54 points in a basketball gomme
a3 a freshman. He becarne a three-sport, nine-letter standout ot W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to earn his mark in coaching.

A pioneer of the jump shot und fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to 2 combined 405-193 record, At
Wheeling, his teams were 356-138_with five state titles in seven trips to the finals. The 1938 and 1930 teams were unbeaten. Other state titles were won in 1936, 1940
and 1943, The 40 and 43 teams lost but once.

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years — six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state Wayoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937, The *34 team was
unbeaten but twice tied.

He also was a top-flight football official for several years amd active in state conches and officials’ organizations.

Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls of Fame — West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Spons.

Clarence ‘Bevo’ Francis (Wellsville High School, Class of 1952)

A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines and
major newspapers. Two books were written on his career.

The 6-9, 190-pounder played only one season at Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games
with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record stite runner-up
Steubenville and handed W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses.

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande Coliege and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashlond Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 46,5 points and scored 113 va, Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium,

The NAIA Hall of Famers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the Eastern and ABL pro leagues before
retiring in 1962,

Lou ‘The Toe’ Groza Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942)
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setting professional football placekicker, but he was much more.

Tn high school, he was a three-sport standout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He was center, and the state tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider
team which won the 1941 state Class A title. He nlso was a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co-championship after a 14-14 tie with
Toledo Libbey in o post-season challenge gnme. Groza, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school.

He played football as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the nrmed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967.

When he retired, he was pro football’s all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had
conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games, The Lou Groza Award is given ennually to college football's top placekicker.

A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams.

The Pro Football and Upper Ghio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Famer had his jersey No, 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry.

Clarke Hinkle (toronto High School, Class of 1926)

This versatile early era football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor.

The 5-11, 195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame closs, and in the National Football
League, He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the Upper
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans.

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team 10 an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East-West Gome
where he was selected the Most Qutstanding Player.

From 193241, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile players in the National Feotball League. He was n fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and
was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling.

Hinkle was first or second team nll-league oll 10 seasons and foer-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in 1594, One of the Packer
practice fields is named in his honor.

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totals now rank sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career points
and nveraged 408 yards punting.

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952)
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best known for football.
At Big Red, be helped the 1952 basketball team (o 8 school-best 28-1 record and Chio Clnss A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville
teamn its only two losses. :
In Tootball, the All-Chio lineman selected the University of lown over Ohio State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honars three times. He made 22 All-Americn :
teams at guard, including a record 15 in 1954, As team capiain, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation’s top interior lineman and became one of only iwo
consensus All-America picks at Iown, where he played both offense and defense.
A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the first [owa Hall of Fame class and is o member of the
Ali-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by lowa, one of only two at the school,
He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Hustrted,
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played ar coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but befare
their school became a member of the conference,

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1957)

A 10-letter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was 2 quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regular basketball player on team which upset
unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament; and an all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Bnseball Game and was on winning Ohic football
team in annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.

At Purdue University, he eamed six letiers as football quarterback and baseball shortstop end was team MVP in both sperts and All-Big Ten in baseball.

Allen eamed Natlonal Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports Hlustruted for play in upset of Ohlo State, He was Purdue’s Ouistanding
Senior Athlete for 1960-61.

Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesetn Twins, After spending one year in the minor lengues at Charlotle, N.C., he went on to a 12-year major
league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senntors, New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. In 1962, he was ronner-up to the Yankees' Tom Tresh for the
Ametican League Rookie of the Year honors, He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962, In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, N.Y.

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame. In {999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of
Fame. He's also in the Upper Chio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holiz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame.

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1939)

He wns a three-sport performer in football, basketball and baseball for he Orange Knights and earned All-Valley and All-State honors as a senior football back.

Cruft played football, baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama, where he was o two-way back regular in football and eamed second eam All-Southeastern
Conference honors.

Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Foolball League, he played eight sensons (1946-53) as n defensive back-kick retumer and was selected (o the
All-Time Engles' Team. He played on Eagles’ tearns which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947, He was named to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game against (he Cardinals in 1950, He also blocked three Pitisburgh Steeler extra-point kicks
in 1852 game and returned n KickofT for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950,

Craft is credited ns the first player in the NFL o wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two seasons as a player-assistant coach with the
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD return,
of o pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Famer Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams.

Craft is inducted into the W, Va. Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Halk.

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922)
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Chio Valley, he was a three-sport standout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player, he also scored
an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, o e 1otal in the cenier jump, low-scoring era.

From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football teams scheduled top-noich programs from three states and went 166-35-13 including a 1£1-10
mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders
won the first-ever WVSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school namowly missed a state title trifectn, Later that school year, he coached the 1950 baseball team
to its second state one-class crown (the other was in 1945), The 1949-50 basketball team lost a 38-37 regional title gumne to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia “Coach of the Year™ for high school ond college all sports,

In basketball, he guided Weir to o 370-127 record and six state tourmament berths. Weir was runnes-up in 1942,

Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Chio
Valley Football Coaches Hall, The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a
downtown murnl. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor.

Bernie Mehen (wheeling High School, Class of 1938)
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first teamn all-stote basketball three straight years, he led the Wildeats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0
record in 1938,
During those three years that be was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scared 1,193 points in 84 coreer
games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era.
He later earned All- America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference
championship. After serving in World War I, where he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps.
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992,

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphin High School, Class of 1935)
He was an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track
meet where he won three gold medals. He timed 10.2 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit.

At Marshall College, te was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and eamed Little All-America honors
while selting n school senson scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titfles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two
Mid America Conference titles,

He played professionally with the Totedo Jeeps amd was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52.

In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which feafured the nation’s best pro teams including the Harlem Globetrotters,

He was a 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame ond is o member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played-or-coached in the Ohio Valley
\prior-to the formation-of the conference in 1 943 or who plhyed or coached after that date but before
their school became a member af the confererice.

Rudy Baric {Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938)

He was a first team ALI-W.Va. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC chaster member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section
finals. As a junior, he helped the Ironmen to a state tournament berth and the school’s best-ever record of 23-2.

At West Virginin University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New Yoik’s
Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament, After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed-
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WV then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western
Kentucky, 4745, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team’s only 6-footer wos the team’s lending rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select-
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU 10 a 45-20 record.

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the armed services, Baric served ns interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. I., where his teams won more than 300 games.

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was induocted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee.

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School, Class of 1931)

The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds’ career and earned All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the
first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellnire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pictorial
banner above the front entrance to the City Building.

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirotes, later
renmmed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton’s Bob Guin, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was
a fifth pick, Basrak played two seasons in the NFL.

Les Carney (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952)

A 10-letter winner in four sports — football, basketball, baseball and track — for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game
in three sensons for Coach Bob McFarren. Wintersville, however, didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Carney accepted o scholarship to Ohio University.

As a sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military
service.

After returning, he led the Bobeats® track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while eaming NCA A All-America honors os a senior. He held the NCAA
220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which Insted 21 years. He nlso won
the conference 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records.

Camey was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track
meets, He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters.

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Glympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals,
he earned a silver medal in n photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of Italy, who set an Olympic record of 205 seconds. Camey’s time of 20.6
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7.

Charles ‘Doc’ Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930)

An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on (o earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for
Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school’s first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928, At Pitt, he was selected team captain,
starred in the 1933 Rosce Bowl, and eamed All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season.
The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national chompions. The three-year letterman played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record.

He also played in the Enst-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip nnd Michigan’s Gerld Ford, n future U S, president.

Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on n Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored.

He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before retuning to Pitt to join the athletic department.

Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school’s only All-American.

Jim ‘Monk’ Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931)

He enmed 10 letters in three sports — football, basketball and baseball — and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred
Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county hasketball tournament.

After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-pounder become a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the famed
“Vow Boys™ team — so named for vowing not to lose to Southern California during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat-
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip,
a two-way end and placekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bow] win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game.

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL coreer was two seasons with the Detroit Lions.

A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame,
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Legends of OVAC member schoals honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Ernie Bell East Liverpool High Schoo!, Class of 1953).

He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football tenm regarded as one of the best in school history.

The 160-pound guard was named to five AH-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selcction by the International News Service
after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No, 3 in the final statewide poll.

'The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and
tied Sandusky, 13-13.

Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue University and
the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lnuded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season.

Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career,

An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North-South game.

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939).

He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which
advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Class A division.

The 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals.
In 1935, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchitel in the tournament before bowing 1o eventual champion Akron North in the quar-
terfinals.

Boseball was where Blatnik enmed fame in high school and the pros, however. He cormpeted for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer, Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for
six weeks with the Cleveland Indions and signed n contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season.

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class 1) Penn State League. He then competed, as a first baseman and outfielder,
in Fargo, N.DD., and Charleston, W.Va,, before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa., before being
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56
before retiring from baseball.

George ‘Puck’ Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933).

Alegendary early era fout-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state
competition from 1929-32.

He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red tenm of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a
junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games — both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades.

His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records.

A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s,

He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into
the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951.

Kenny Griffith (Welisburg High School, Class of 1937).

He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record, It ended a
school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union.

He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring
record of 1,596 points set by national Hall of Famer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his
Inst two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Virginin Conference player to average 20 points for a season,

In 1941, the small college All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va, Amateur Athlete of the Year, He also competed
in o national All-Star game in Chicago.

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Famer who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, e was selected to the all-time West Virginin Conference team.

After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears.

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941),

The Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet letterman in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and
received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished his career ot Northwestern University in Chicago.

A 6-foot4, 208-pound end, he was drafied in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Foothall League —
the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Boy Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24- 14 in the NFL champi-
onship game.

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games.

His seven-year, 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached.in the -Ohio Valley
_“prior 1o the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or caached after that date but before
. ’ their school became a member.of the conference. :

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School, Class of 1938)

He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University.

As 1 senior in high school, he led Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season.
The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport.

The 6-foot-1, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and [ed all scorers with a 23-point average. Toronte averaged 53 points
a game.

In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa., Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws, It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort
at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 years.

A quarterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State ond was a three-year letterman and two-way regular as a running back-lincbacker on teams
which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football.

Fred Negus (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1940)

He wus 4 three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketbali and baseball and earned All-Valley honors s a junior center and senior full-
back while serving as team captain in two sports.

After a vear in prep schoal, he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and eamed AH-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record
team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he enmed All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and
also lettered in track. After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines” football team, he was drafted by the NFL's Cleveland
Rams, but opted to return to the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team
against the Chicago Bears.

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears.

In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis,

Charley Seabright Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937)

He was a three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, eaming All-West Virginia one-class honors in football
and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior, he led the Ironmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus
a state tournament berth. During that run, the Ironmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state charpion Wheeling,

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball.
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batted 300 as o left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard
in basketball.

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame,

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Army, After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pitisburgh Steelers, He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s an an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team.

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981,

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Big Reds athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as o football center while playing on three teams
which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1.

He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as o senior and eamed honors on the All-Ohio college selections.

Skorich was drafied by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the
Steelers before turning to coaching — first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming
Engles’ head conch for three sensons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns' staff and became the Browns’ head coach from 1971-74. After leaving
Cleveland, he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004,

Moffat Storer (The Linsly School, Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and track where he set the longest-lasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash,

An All-Valley fuliback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his recaord-setting first place finish in the
1939 Intelligencer Tri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 1972,

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. It was
played in Durham, N.C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif., because of World War II in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils’ track team and
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays.

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, afier graduation, served in the armed forces.

He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn., for severnl years, and is deceased.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before '
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Floyd Baker — e graduale of Wittenberg University left his boys’ basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 193245,

He put Bridgeport High on the roundball map during a golden era from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three stroight 20-win seasons (20-5, 27-4 and 23-3,
all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state tournament berths {three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and
1938, a team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56.

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the
Ohio state tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad.

He siarted the Purple Riders’ golden era in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles, six by Baker-coached teams,

His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 194145, his teams went [22-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of
Famer Lou Groza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942, The 1944 team (26-1), led by Hall of
Famer Alex Groza, won the first OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21.

Boker's 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A championship. He
left Ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind.

Carl Hoppel {Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962}, The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel, a famous wrestling family known
throughout Ohio, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last
few seconds of his semifinal match as n sophomore, where he pleced third, he could have been o four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion,

Hoppel, who also played football at Beaver, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi-
onships, He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 “Greatest Ohic High School Wrestlers.”

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tounament and had 12 state placers including six champions
— three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High.

Carl Hoppel, o retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric.

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-class, first team all-state basketball honors three times, The 6-foot-5 center was honored as all-state
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three years and also clnimed the OVAA championship, The OVAA was a
conference foreruneer of the OVAC.

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen staried for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC
Legends charter selection, The Wildeats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter,

As a senior, Meben scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than 1,300
points, 2 high total for that ern,

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and eamed two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He
then piayed five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin,

Will Robinson (Stenbenville High School, Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in football, baskethall, baseball and track, he was the
“T" quarterback on the 1930 9-0 record feotball team which was unbeaten, untied and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck)
Burgwin, Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback.

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament.

At West Virginia State, Robinson captained three teams in three sports, won 12 varsity letters, and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team.

He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes
at Cass Tech and Pershing High School.

In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach at a major university — Illinpis State — where he coached Olympian and NBA player
Doug Collins. After five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit 1o join the NBA Pistons’ staff as a scout.

He's ulso a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, lllinois State, Michigan Sports Hall, and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans, He died, at
age 96, in 2008,

Jack Simons (New Cumberland High Schoal, Class of 1920), He has held the Chio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years, In 1919,
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points, He was a four-year, four-sport (football, basketball, baseball, track) performer at the school
which was merged, along with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School, He become the first New Cumberland athlete, in 1219, to earn first
team all-state football honors.

At West Virginia University, he was a four-year starter (1920-23) at halfback and fullback as well as linehacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team,
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team ond is o metnber of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team.

In 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director and started the football program at old St.
Francis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the W.
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died, at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency.
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Embarks on 69th Year

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing,
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference’s first
president.

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more lucra-
tive program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley.

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the
United States. A total of 48 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 17,000 athletes
in the various competitive athletic areas.

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of

all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship,
scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference.

Current OVAC Member Schools

Paden City Steubenville Catholic Central  Oak Glen
Bishop Donahue Caldwell Harrison Central
Weirton Madonna River Indian Creek

St. John Central Shenandoah Steubenville
Conotton Valley Wheeling Central Catholic Weir

Beallsville Monroe Central Edison
Bridgeport Buckeye Trail East Liverpool
Valley Fort Frye Buckeye Local
Trinity Christian Barnesville Beaver Local
Toronto Magnolia Cambridge
Cameron Bellaire Parkersburg South
Shadyside Tyler Consolidated Brooke

Frontier Union Local John Marshall
Linsly Martins Ferry Wheeling Park
Wellsville St. Clairsville Morgantown
Morgantown Trinity Meadowbrook University
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