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The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fume Committee. 
First row, left to right. Bob Rossell, Ron Mauck, Doug Huff and Tom Tisher. 

Second row, Don Zinni, Tom Ratnicznk and Kelly Rine. 
Third row, Seth Staskey, Jeff Harrison, Dick Wolf nnd Robert "Bubba" Knpral. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Committee 

Jeff Harrison .................................... Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 

Doug Huff ........................................ Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Robert "Bubba" Kapral ................ Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 

Ron Mauck .................................. Ron Mauck/OVAC Wrestling Championship Director 

Thomas E. Rataiczak ........................................................ OVAC Executive Secretary 

Kelly Rlne .................................................. Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 

Bob Rossell .......................... Chairman Dapper Dan Awards, Weir High Wall of Fame 

Seth Staskey ...................................... Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 

Tom Tisher ............................................................ Athletic Director, River High School 

Dick Wolf ...................... East Liverpool City Schools Board Member, OVAC Supporter 

Don Zinni.. .................................................... Commissioner of OVAC Football Officials 
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2011-2012 OVAC 
Executive Board r 

Tiu, Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Executive Board for 2011-2012. First row, kft to right, Bernie Dolan, West Virginia Board 
Member; Dr. Dianna Vargo, West Vuginia Board Member; Dr. Dan Doyle, Part President; Dan Angalich, President; Walt Skaggs, 
Ohio Board Member; and Jeff Crosier, Vice-President. Second row, Tom Rataiczak, Executive Secretary/Treasurer; 
Steve Wojcik, Baseball Commissioner; John Howell, Basketball Commissioner; Ron White, Assistant Basketball Commissioner; 
Don Zinni, Football Commissioner; Tom Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; and Pegi Bannan, Volleyball Commissioner. 
Third row, Fred King, Paden City, Class IA RepresentaJive; Ed Cihy, Class 2A Representative; Doug Tush, Class 3A 
Representative; Kelly Rine, Class 4A Representative; Rick Leach, Class SA Representative; and Bob Koch, OVAC Football 
All-Star Game Director. Missing were Jerry Narcisi, Ohio Board Member; and Corey Murphy, West Virginia Board Member. 

2 



The Buckeye Local Athletic Department 

congratulates 

Dick Thornes 
and 

Randy Donahue 
OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2011 

Dick Thurnes Randy Donahue 
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In memory of 

Dick Dei 
OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2011 
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-- -- -- -Congratulations 

Bob Jeter 

on being inducted into 
the OVAC Hall of Fame 

--

From Weir Football Boosters and the 
students, teachers, staff and administration 

of Weir High School 

-------
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John Kirker 

From 1946 through 197 4, no one 

covered sports in the Steubenville 

area better than John Kirker. His 

name and face were synonymous 

with high school and college sports 

as he watched, wrote and brought 

to life the athletic careers of many 

who became local legends. The , 

standards he set while working as the 

Herald-Star's longest-serving sports 

editor continue to give inspiration to 

Sports Editor 1946-197 4 today's generation. 

We're proud of the legacy 
you contributed to our 

206-year history 
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FROM A FAMILY'S FIRST CAMPUS VISIT TO 
GRADUATION DAY, THESE WORDS ECHO 
THROUGHOUT THE LINSLY EXPERIENCE: 

To PERSEVERE THROUGH 

To SHOW GRACE IN VICTORY 

AND DEFEAT. 

To RESPECT THE OPPOSITION. 

THESE VALUES SERVE STUDENTS WELL WHILE THEY ARE AT LINSLY AND THROUGH THEIR 
COLLEGE AND PROFESSIONAL LIVES. 

CONGRATULATIONS 2011 OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
AND LINSLY ALUMNI: 

CHARLES PETTY '52 
WILLIE CLAY '88 
T.J. HANNIG '96 

ASHLEY BATTLE '00 

The Linsly School 
FORWARD AND NO RETREAT 

60 Knox Lane Wheeling, WV 26003 304-233-1436 www.linsly.org 
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Please reply to: 

Board of Trade Building 
BO Twelfth Street 
Wheeling, WV 26003 
Telephone (304) 233-0003 
Facsimile (304) 233-4884 

SHANE M. M~LLETT 
LAW OFFIG,ES 

------M------

In memory of 

DickDei 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2011 
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51 B Seventh Street 
Moundsville, WV 26041 

Telephone (304) 845-0770 



CDn,pafulaJionA ! 
on your induction into theOVAC Hall of Fame 

PAT MILLER 
Pole Vault 

State Champion# 1979 
.~, fir 

~ 

r 

~s::"::£c:._ . Shadyside High School 

We're Proud of All Your Accomplishments 

tbDR, WIDm and (IJ.ad 
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Oak Glen High School 
congratulates 

Larry Shaw - OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 

Jim Jordan - OVAC Legend honoree 

St. Clairsville High School 
Track and Field 

congratulates 

Sharon Vincent 
for her induction into 

the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2011 
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Pat Miller and Family: Austin, Ann and Meredith 

we Love tJOtA.! 

Congratulations 

Craig Miller 
From your senior 

football classmates, 1979 

OVAC AAA Champions 
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Rick Boron 
Congratulations to my husband and our father 

and grandfather for your selection into the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame. 

The Boron Fami1y 
Judy 

Daughters Becca Appel and Beth Davis 
Grandsons Justin and Jason Appel 

In memory of our brother, father, uncle and friend 

Bob Jeter Jr. 
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 

1937-2008 
Simply the Best!!! 

Congratulations 

Your accomplishments continue to 
positively inspire and motivate today's 

athletes as well as your family. 
This is your legacy. 

We salute a great athlete and role model 
and are so very proud of you! 

Your siblings and family, 

Leon, Carol, Anthony and Eunice 
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--------
Wheeling Park 

High School 
salutes 

Dick Dei 
for his posthumous induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

-------
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Congratulations 

Larry Shaw 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches' Association 
salutes and thanks you for your contribution to wrestling 

in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

14 



,_ ' 

Photographs of this year's 
OVAC Hall of Fame Induction 

available through: 

---- Briggs Professional Photography I lj£ oe.,., . ., ,,.,, ea,.,,., 
Fax: (740) 633-1311 
email: evertbrlggs@yahoo.com 

706 N. Zane Hwy., Martins Ferry, OH 43935 -----

ffvert 'Brigg 5 Owner - Photographer 

Sports Action and Activity Photographs 

visit 

printroom.com/pro/briggsphoto 

Congratulations 

Pat Miller 
Shadyside High School - Class of 1979 

Ohio University - Class of 1983 

OVAC Hall of Fame - Class of2011 

Well-deserved 

You have made the Tigers proud 

The Shadyside Athletic Department 
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Congratulations 

Sharon Vincent 

on being inducted into 
the OVAC Hall of Fame 

From the St. Clairsville 
Athletic Depart1nent 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 1-1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
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Congratulations 

Quincy Wilson 

on being inducted into 
the OVAC Hall of Fame 

From Weir Football Boosters and the 
students, teachers, staff and administration 

of Weir High School 
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Congratulations 

Plennie Clutter 
on your induction into 

the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Wheeling Park 
High School 

Wheeling Park High School 

salutes 

Edgar Martin 
on his posthumous induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

18 



~011 OVAC tic1I I of t=c1rne 

COll()~cltLI I cit i OllJ 

The Bridgeport High School 
Alumni Association 
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Congrats, Encle Pat ........ . 

from 3 State Champs 
to another! 

And 
Dave & Steffi Miller Delande 

CONGRATULATIONS 

OVAC Hall of Fame 

PAT MILLER, 

/ 

/ 

1 Shadyside Tigers 
j Ohio University Bobe ats 

Baseba/11980-1983- GradAsst. 1984 

Love - McKenzie,. Doreen & Mike Miller 
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Craig Miller 
Bridgeport High School 

Class of 1979 

Congratulations 
on your 

induction to the 
OVAC Hall of Fame!!!!! 

The Bridgeport High School 
Athletic Department 

"Home of the Bulldogs" 
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Savage Heavy Highway Corporation is 

proud to support the OVAC and the 

induction of C.R. "Dick'' Dei to the 

2011 Hall of Fame. This induction is a 

celebration of his commitment to and 

love for his family, friends, student

athletes, and community. 
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Congratulations 

Craig Miller 

President Jeff Frey 
Vice-President Harry Grimm 

Treasuer Bill Pahl 
Secretary Eric G. Miller 

The Bridgeport Boosters 

THANK YOU 

OVAC 
For honoring 

Harold Edgar Martin 

With his induction to the Hall of Fame. 

Congratulations to all of the inductees. 

THE MARTIN FAMILY 
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CRAIG MILLER ''79" 

Congratulations on being 
inducted into the OVAC 

Hall of Fame 

Love,Mom 

GLESSNER PROFESSIONAL ~ENTER 
ONE LOCATION -TAX. INSIJIIANOI. INVllSl'MENTS' 

304-243-90'7I 
www.dffl-,teqprofeflilllNHlalttniPr.Ntm 

! lNSURA 
GROU1 

AUTO • HOME • UFE • BUSINESS 

•Gary W Gl~er, Registered Re~tatlve, SecurUJes offered through H.D. Vest Investment Services, 
Member SIPC, A non-bank subsidiary of Wells Fargo & Compar,v 

In memory of Dick Dei 
OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2011 
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The Star Leasing Company Team 

Wishes To Congratulate Pat Miller 

On His Induction In To The OVAC 

Hall Of Fame 

Congratulations Pat! 

SQJiL, "Our l 00% employee owned commitment to provide the most complete, 
~are best value in the semi-trailer industry" 

' 
I 

1--==--_.;;;=-_ _j 
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CONGRATOLATIONS 
FR.OM TBEWII.SONS: MOM,DAD, TUNTON,CBLYI,A,JAKEY&BILLA 

ALL lJNM &Allm & COOSlNS &FRIENDS 
Q1JINCYWII.SON THE RIGHT ON THE" Q" FOONDATION 

WE LOVE YOU AND ARE SO PROUD OF YOU 

ALWAYS KEEP GOD 15
T IN ALL YOU DO BLESSING & FAVORS 
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Congratulations 

Rick Boron SJC Class ofl965 

on your induction into the 
OVAC Hall ofFa,me 

SJC Alumni Association 
SJC Boosters 

SJC Athletic Moms 

St.John Central I 3625 Guernsey Street I Bellaire, Oh 43906 I Phone: (740) 676-4932 I Fax: (740) 676-4934 
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Lapel Pins Courtesy of 

DR. NICK TROMBETTA 

Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of 
Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber School 

Midland, PA. 

"As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role 
that this conference plays in the lives of the member 

school's student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on 
sportsmanship and scholarship are a tribute to your dedicated 
leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization 

of which I am aware. 

The OVAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize 
and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to 

inspire and motivate today's athletes. 

It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small 
part in your continuing success." 
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Flowers courtesy of 

Bob & 
Robin's 

Friendly florist providing a personal touch 

proudly supports 
East Liverpool "Potters" 

and 
congratulates tonight's 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
inductees 

Tel: 330-385-ROSE 
51 0 Walnut Street 
East Liverpool,OH 
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MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR 
OVAC HALL OF FAME 

1. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals 
Wins/titles can be in boys and girls combined, but must be in the same sport. 

Baseball: 250 wins 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 5 OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles 
Football: 125 winss 
Golf: 5 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 5 OVAC titles 
Tennis: 5 OVAC titles 
Track: 5 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles 

2. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 

3. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 

4. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 

5. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS: 

6. 

Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 
successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 
Open-ended 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Must be out of school 1 O years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2011 
Charles Petty 

Charles E. Petty (Pomeroy High School). The entire Ohio Valley Athletic Conference owes a debt of grati
tude to Petty and the other eight "Founding Fathers.". 

Little did that small group know back in 1943 when they brought together 20 schools from both sides of 
the Ohio River that they would establish what would become (as of2011) a 50-school bi-state conference, 
regarded by most as the largest functional high school conference in the nation. 

The original OVAC member schools included Bellaire, Follansbee, Linsly, Martins Ferry, Moundsville, 
Powhatan, Shadyside, St. John Central, Steubenville, Steubenville Catholic Central, Tiltonsville, Triadelphia, 
Union, Warwood, Weir, Wellsburg, West Liberty, Wheeling, Wheeling Central Catholic and Yorkville. 

Petty was a key cog in the OVAC in its early years, serving as the first official executive secretary for 13 
years from 1944-56, longer than anyone has been in that position except for Sam Mwnley to this point. 

Petty coached the pre-OVAC boys' track program at Triadelphia High School, winning the 1941 West 
Virginia one-class championship after finishing as runner-up four times and placing third twice. 

After coaching and teaching mathematics at Triadelphia High, he served briefly as principal at Woodsdale 
Junior High. He then joined Linsly Military Institute in 1942-43, serving as athletic director and was the head Charles Petty 
basketball coach from 1944-51. His second team (1944-45) won the OVAC Class AA title with a 16-5 record. 
He also coached track and assisted in football at Linsly. 

He served as Meet Director for several years at one of the Ohio Valley's premier high school track meets at Triadelphia-The Intelligencer 
Relays - which had a three decade run before ending in the 1950s. 

Petty then moved to Sl Petersburg, Florida in the summer of 1956 and taught in junior high until he passed away at age 57 in 1963. 
Born in 1906 in Ripley, W. Va_, he graduated from Pomeroy (Ohio) High School; attended the Univeraity of Florida for two years and 

graduated from the University of Illinois. He received a master's degree from the University orPittsburgh. 

Richard (Dick) Thurnes 
Richard (Dick) Thumes (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1946). During a 17-year career as a head 

football coach at three different spots, Thurnes won an impressive 75 percent of his games (112-36-7). Even 
more impressive, however, was the fact that five Thu.mes-coached teams posted undefeated records. 

His first stop was Cameron High School, where he compiled a three-year mark of 18-6-1, highlighted by an 
unbeaten (7-0-1) team in 1956 which was ranked No. 2 among West Virginia small school teams. 

Thurnes then moved on to Warren Consolidated High School, serving as head coach for 12 years (1958-69) 
and posting a 78-26-6 mark. His teams put together unbeaten seasons in 1961, '62, '64 and '67. The first three 
of those teams won OVAC Class A championships while all four were Eastern Ohio Athletic League kingpins. 

After stepping aside for a couple of years, he returned to coach the newly-consolidated Buckeye South High 
in its first two seasons (1972-73), posting a combined 16-3-1 record. 

He received several "Coach of the Year" uwards - from the Wheeling Intelligencer in I 964; The Times 
Leader in 1967; and the Eastern Ohio Athletic League in 1961, '62, '65 and '67; and the AP Eastern District 
in 1964 and '67. 

Dick Thurnes Thurnes was alsn the recipient of the Belmont Hills Country Club's 27th Annual Achievement Football Coaches 
Award in 1965 and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club's Outstanding Achievement Award in 1967. 

He was inducted into the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1985. 
Thumes was also a long-time assistant basketball coach to fellow OVAC Hall of Farner Henry Lazasz and he also coached baseball, track 

and golf at various times during his career. 
In high school, Thumes was a three-year lettcnnan in football as a center-linebacker, gaining third team all-West Virginia recognition and 

first team all-OVAC honors. 
He went on to play at West Liberty State College in the "Golden Era" of Coach Joe Bartell, starting at center on two undefeated teams and 

playing in the Pythion Bowl and the Smoky Mountain Bowl, both Hilltopper victories . 

. Tohn Kirker 
John D. Kirker (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1934). Born in Follansbee is 1913, J<jrker's first taste of the 

newspaper business came at the old Wellsburg Daily Herald as a high school student. He wrote sports and was 
eventually the managing editor of the paper when he left for the Army Air Corps in 1942. 

Upon his discharge from the service in 1946, he began a 29-year run (1946-74) as sports editor of The Herald
Star newspaper in Steubenville until moving into the news department as a district editor for the remainder of 
his career. He was the longest-serving sports editor in the newspaper's history, covering all high school sports 
as well as local college sports and summer events. 

He was inducted into the University of Steubenville Sports Hall of Fame in 1981; the Ohio Prep Sports 
Writers Hall of Fame in 1988; and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame in 1989. 

Kirker was a member of several high school all-star selection committees, including those choosing the All
Eastern District and All-Ohio teams. 

He also served as an emcee at numerous local sports functions and was a ring announcer at 1ocal boxing 
events. 

For Kirker, harness racing was a personal passion. He owned and trained 17 horses for many years, regularly 
attending the Little Brown Jug event in Delaware, Ohio, and contributing numerous articles to various harness 
racing publications. 
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~ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2011 

DickDei 
CR. (Dick) Dei (Wheeling Central High School, Closs of 1959). He was the architect of the OVAC's most dominnot 

boys' track program at Wheeling Parle High. 
During the school's first 13 years (1977-89), the Patriots won eight OVAC Class 4-A championships and finished 

second three times; won nine West Vuginia Region titles and captured three West Virginia Class AAA state champion
ships while finishing as the runner-up twice. 

Under the guidance of Dei, who coached 22 All-America track honorees during his career, Park lost only two dual 
meets in 13 seasons. 

He was named West Virginia Track Coach of the Year on two occasions BDd the Ohio Valley Track Coach of the 
Year by The Intelligeocer twice. 

The coach established one of the area's top invitational meets - the Pepsi Park Classic - which was later renamed 
the Dick Dei Track Classic. He designed Wheeling Park's oil-weather track facility and is responsible for implement
ing the first photo-electric timing system at a West Virginia high school, with Park's system originally used at the 
West Vrrginia State meet in Charleston. He served as chairman of the OVAC Track Committee and the OVAC Track 
Championships; West Vrrginia Region Meet director; n member of the West Vrrginia Stote Track Meet Committee; 
and was a presenter ut the WVU Track and Field Clinic. Dick Dei 

Dei received the R.A. Thom Award in 1990 for West Vuginia Track Seivice mxl Contnbutions; and was named the OVAC 
Cal Giffin Track Official of the Year in 1995. He was also honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Chili and the W.Va. Sports Writers Association. 

Dei was inducted into the Wheeling Parle Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998 and the West Liberty Stnte College Hall of Fame in 2005. 
Dei played football at Wheeling Central and West Liberty and earned ll master's degree from West Vrrginia University. 
He began o 39-year teaching/coaching career in 1965 at Bellaire High, serving as head track coach and assistant in football. He also coached as a 

football assistant at Martins Ferry; head football coach at Adena; and head football and track coach at Wheeling High. He also served as defensive 
coordinator at Bethany College in 1980, helping the Bison to an NCAA Division III playoff berth. He passed away in 2007 at the age of 66. 

Larry Shaw 
Larry Shaw (Shady Spring High School, Class of 1973). Mention "Testli□g in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

or anywhere in the state of West Virginia and no doubt Shaw's name comes to mind in a hurry. 
After nll, Shaw was a fixture in the mat sport for 31 years. 
He led the Bears on an incredible run of 13 consecutive West Virginia Class AA-A state championships from 1997-

2009, u feat unmatched by any OVAC or West Virginia program in any sport. Prior to Oak Glen dropping to the AA-A 
ranks, Shaw-led teams posted five straight Class AAA runner-up finishes ( 1987-91). 

In OVAC Townament action, Shaw's teams won nine class titles, including eight in a row from 2001-2008 in Class 
3-A. The Bears won the overall title five times (1991, 2002, 2004, 2005 and 2007). 

During his tenure, Shaw's teams won 13 OVAC dual meet titles (Class 4-A in 1985, '90 and '98 and Class 3-A in 
1999, 2000, '01, '03, '04, '05, '06, '07, '08 aad '09) and he finished with a career dual meet record of330-96-4. He 
coached 51 state champion wrestlers and more than 160 others who earned all-state honors. 

Shaw was named the OVAC all-sport Coach of the Year twice-in 2002 and2007 - and the OVAC Wrestling Coach 
of the Year on 13 occasions. 

Larry Shaw He was the West Vrrginia Class AA-A Wrestling Coach of the Year six times and is the only wrestling coach to be 
selected the West Virginia all-sport Coach of the Year by the W. Va. Sports Writers Association (2000). He was named 
the 2008 National Wrestling Coach of the Year by Wrestling USA Magazine and was a finalist for the award in 2004. 

Shaw, a 1977 graduate of Concord College who earned his master's degree from Marshall University, is a past presi
dent of the W. Va. Wrestling Coaches Association; a past vice-president of the West Vrrginia Chapter of the National Wrestling Hall of Frune; and a 
former member of the WVSSAC and OVAC Wrestling Committees. He assisted in producing an instructional video for wrestling officials for the NFHS 
Officiating Wrestling On-Line Methods Course and has worked at countless wrestling clinics. 

Shaw was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club's Co-Man of the Year in 2003; was inducted into the Raleigh County Wrestling Hall of Fame in 
2000; the Lou Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame in 2009; the National Wrestling Hall of Fame in 2010 and earlier this year into the National High 
School Sports Hall ofFame by the National Federation of Stnte High School Associations. 

Plennie Clutter 
Plennie Clutter (Wheeling High School, Class of 1943). He ranks among the best officials of all-time in the Ohio 

Valley, spending 30 years as a football referee and 25 years as a basketball official. 
Clutter's oflicillting career began at the urging of the late A. Wilson Murray, a charter member of the OVAC Hall 

of Fame in the officials' category, and be worked his way up from junior varsity games to the top of the officiating 
world in both sports. 

He earned assignments to work four West Vrrginia state high school football championship games and three state 
basketball tournaments. 

Clutter officiated numerous sectional and regional townament games in West Virginia and worked several OVAC 
All-Star Football Games. He was also selected as the referee in the 1982 Ohio North-South All-Star Game. 

He is llD Honorary Life Member of both the Ohio Valley Basketball Officials lllld Ohio Valley Football Officials 
organizations. He was the recipient of the Robert Dawson Officials Award at the OVAC Basketball Classic in 2005. 

Clutter also worked football and basketball games in the West Vrrginia Intercollegillte Athletic Conference. 
As an athlete, Clutter was an all-West Virginia selection in football and basketball nt Wheeling High. As a senior, 

he was named the all-state captain and led the Wildcats to the state basketball championship under coach V. Everett 
Brinkman. Plennie Clutter 

He was offered u football scholarship to the University of Alabama, he entered the Navy during World War II. 
He played one year with the Philadelphia Naval Base team, and then after fulfilling his military obligation, he played professional basketball in 
Englllnd. When he returned home, he was selected to play in the 1946 OVAC All-Star Football Game. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2011 

Edgar Martin 
Edgar Martin (Warwood High School, Class of 1945). A multi-sport high school and college standout 

despite his size of 5-foot-4 and weighing between 130-145 pounds, he left his mark on the OVAC and Ohio 
Valley sports. 

A three-time All-OVA.C honoree in basketball (1944 and 1945) and football (1944), he helped the Vikings 
win the first OVAC Class A title and five-school City ofWheeling crown with a 9-1 record in 1944. In basket
ball, he was the leader of two OVAC title teams which went 14-6 and 22-3. The 1945 City of Wheeling title 
team also won the W. Va. section and region crowns and advanced to the one-dass state tournament before 
bowing to Beckley Woodrow Wilson. As a senior on a 9-1 record football team, he returned a kickoff 85 
yards to score in the team's only loss to Follansbee, 21-13. He was a third team all-state one-class selection. 
In basketball, he earned second team ooe-class all-state as a senior and scored 42 points - a rare total at the 
time - in a I 00-68 win over Follansbee. 

At Bethany College, he was a three-sport standout (football, basketball, baseball) and was a two-time All- Edgar Martin 
West Virginia Conference basketball tournament honoree. As a senior, he averaged 22.5 points a game. 

After coaching in high school at Jefferson Union and Linsly, he coached alma mater Bethany College for 11 years from 1956-66, including 
a 17-1 record Presidents' Athletic Conference title team in 1962 and an unbeaten 18-0 PAC championship club in 1964. 

He finished his career at West Liberty State as athletic director from 1973-88 and also coached basketball from 1969-74. He was one of 
the original organizers of the current Beast of the East summer baseball tournament named in his honor. Martin died in 1989. 

Bob ,Teter 
Bob Jeter (Weir High School, Class of 1956). Possibly the most prominent name to bridge the transi

tion from segregated schools into integrated education in the Ohio Valley. He was a multi-sport standout 
at segregated Dunbar High School in Weirton through his junior season of 1955, With integration in 
West Virginia, he finished at Weir High School and became the first black athlete to be recognized on 
the All-State football selections by the W. Va. Sports Writers Association. A two-way back, he was a 
third team choice. 

In his one season at Weir High, he helped the Red Riders to an 8-1-1 record and the OVAC Class M title. 
Recruited by the University of Iowa, he became a three-season two-way regular. As a senior, the All

Big Ten honoree set a Rose Bowl rushing record in 1959 which lasted two decades before broken by 
USC's Marcus Allen. Jeter rushed for 191 yards on only nine carries and scored on a record SI-yard 
TD run in a 39-14 win over California. 

Bob Jeter After being selected to play in the East-West Shrine Game, he was the No. 2 draft choice of the Green 
Bay Packers in 1960 but opted to play in the Canadian Football League with the Vancouver B.C. Lions and 

the Hamilton Tiger Cats for two seasons. He then joined the Packers as a defensive back-wide receiver and played in three straight NFL 
winning championship games and started the first two Super Bowl games for the winning Packers in 1966 and 1967. An All-Pro twice 
and a Pro Bowl selection, he played eight NFL seasons and finished his career by playing three seasons with the Chicago Bears. 

A member of the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he was the 1970 Dapper Dan Man 
of the Year. Jeter died in 2008 . 

. Tim McCormick 
Jim McCormick (Magnolia High School, Class of 1958). Arguably the No. I Blue Eagle basketball 

product, he set or tied 55 school records while playing only two varsity seasons. 
As a senior, he earned All-OVAC Class A honors and All-W.Va. mention when he scored 613 points 

for a 29.2 per game average, both school records which lasted 45 years. He also scored 51 points in a 
game which has been tied, but not broken after five decades. He averaged 22.1 points for his career. He 
also played baseball for the Blue Eagles. 

After high school, the 6-foot-3 guard prepped for a year at old Greenbrier Military in Lewisburg, 
W.Va., where he started on an unbeaten post-graduate team composed of several high school all-stars. 

He enrolled at West Virginia University as an invited walk-on and was the second-leading scorer 
behind future All-American Rod Thorn on WVU's second-ever unbeaten freshman team. 

In the third game of his sophomore season, he became a varsity starter for the rest of his career and, 
with Thorn, formed a top backcourt which Jed WVU to three Southern Conference titles and a pair of 
NCM Tournament berths. He averaged double figures all three years and scored 1,156 career points 
which, at the time, was fifth all-time in WVU history behind four All-Americans - Jerry West, Rod 
Hundley, Mark Workman and Thorn. McCormick and Thorn were featured on the cover of the 1962 
WVU Basketball Media Guide. 

Jim McCormick 

After twice earning All-Southern Conference second team and honorable mention All-America, he became Magnolia's only NBA 
draftee in the sixth round by the Cincinnati Royals, but a foot injury halted his pro career. 

McConnick is a member of the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and was selected on the six-player 1956-65 All-Time WVU Team. 
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OVAC® Hall of Fame 
Saturday, August 20, 2011 

Welcome ........................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Invocation ............................ Bishop Michael Tolliver, New Beginning Church, Bellaire 

Dinner .............................................................................................................. 5:30 p.m. 

Introductions .................................. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC ................................ Bob Bentz, Punque Cartledge, Jim Jordan 
Cas Myslinski, Norman Willey 

Distinguished Service Award ................................................................ Bob Robinson 

2011 Hall of Fame Inductions 

OVAC 'Family' 
Charles Petty .......................................................................... accepted by Chuck Petty 

OVAC 'Contributor' 
Richard (Dick) Thurn es ................................................................................................. . 

Media 
John Kirker ........................................................................ accepted by Ross Galabrese 

Coaches 
C.R. (Dick) Dei ...................................... accepted by Patty Dei, Todd Dei and Sean Dei 

Larry Shaw ..................................................................................................................... . 

Officials 
Plennie Clutter ............................................................................................................... . 
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Induction Ceremony 
WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W. Va. 

Athletes 
Edgar Martin ............................................................................ accepted by Gary Martin 

Bob Jeter .............................................................................. accepted by Eunice Sykes 

Jim McCormick ............................................................................................................... . 

Rick Boron ..................................................................................................................... . 

Randy Donahue .................................................................. accepted by John Donahue 

Craig Miller ..................................................................................................................... . 

Pat Miller ....................................................................................................................... . 

Willie Clay ....................................................................................................................... . 

Sharon Vincent ............................................................................................................... . 

T.J. Hannig ..................................................................................................................... . 

Quincy Wilson ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ■ ••• ■ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ashley Battle 

Benediction ............................ Bishop Michael Tolliver, New Beginning Church, Bellaire 

Hall of Fame inductees or their representatives will be available for autographs and photographs Immediately following the conclusion 
of tonight's ceremonies. Additional programs are available prior to and Immediately following tonight's Induction at a cost of $1 O each. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2011 

Rick Boron 
Richard L Boron (Sl John Central High School, Class of 1965). He was a three-sport perfonner for the 

Fighting Irish, but it was on the gridiron where he gained national recognition. 
Boron bJossomed under the tutelage of Coach Dan McGrew into a two-way star as a senior. The multi-tal

ented gridder scored 126 points as a senior while rushing for 698 yards on just 91 carries. He also hauled in 
28 passes for 563 additional stripes. 

While Boron was an offensive dynamo, he was just as highly-regarded for his prowess at defensive back. 
As a senior, he intercepted three enemy passes and also returned a punt 88 yards for a TD. McGrew, a fonner 
Purdue and professional gridder. called Boron "the best defensive back I ever saw." 

For his senior exploits, Boron was named to the prestigious Parade Maga..."'1ne All-America High School 
Football Team. He was also a first team all-OVAC, all-Eastern Ohio and AP all-Ohio honoree. 

Boron also lettered four years in baseball at SJC and two seasons in basketball. 
He turned down an offer to play at Notre Dame and instead accepted a scholarship from Coach Bo 

Schembechler to play at Miami of Ohio. It was a decision Boron never regretted. 
He was a three-year regular for the Redskins as a defensive back. He was accorded second team all-Mid- Rick Boron 

American Conference honors as a junior and first team plaudits as a senior. 
He left the Oxford-based campus with several grid records, including most interceptions in a season (7) and 

freshman record for interceptions (5). Boron finished his Miami career in third pluce on the career interception list (14). 
Boron distinguished himself in the prep coaching ranks as well. He served as head coach at Wadsworth High for five seasons, compiling 

a 39-9 mark. During that tenure, he received a host of couch of the year awards, including the Cleveland Plain Dealer and the Akron Beacon 
Journal. Boron left Wadsworth to serve as an assistant at Miami before heading into private business. 

Randy Donahue 
Randy Donohue (Warren Consolidated High School, Class of I 965). The area that makes up the Buckeye 

Local School District has had countless stellar football players in its annals. Few, if noy, enjoyed the success 
that Donahue did, however. 

The 6 ft. I, 235-pounder is regarded as one of the best lineman in Ohio Valley history, nod that lofty designa
tion is well supported. Donahue was the first OVAC player to be accorded first team Parade Magazine All
America honors (1964). In the 1960s, Ohio was divided into just two classes in football, but he still managed 
the respect and admiration of coaches throughout the state as he was voted a three-time first-team AP all-Ohio 
Class A selection (defensive tackle as a sophomore and junior and offensive tackle as a senior). 

The line great waa a four-year starter for Coach Dick Thumes' Blue Ramblers. Thumes, also a 2011 OVAC 
Hall of Fame inductee, put together an amazing string of success in the early '60s and Donahue was a major 
cog in that machine. Donahue tasted defeat just once in four years as the Ramblers went 9-0-1, 9-0, 7-1-1 and 
9-0 in that span. Three of those grid juggernauts captured OVAC Class A championships. 

Donahue, who also excelled on the baseball diamond, spearheaded a Warren Consolidated defense which 
Randy Donahue recorded seven shutouts in his senior campaign. He recorded 64 tackles and 28 assists that season. His defensive 

stats as a sophomore are striking. In just nine games, the two-way terror registered 112 tackles and 52 assists. 
After such a stellar prep career and with ideal size, it is no wonder Donahue was showered with college football 

scholarship offers. He eventually signed a grant-in-aid with West Virginia University. Fate dealt him a cruel blow, however, as in the summer 
before he left for Morgantown, Donahue lost the vision in one of his eyes in a freak wood-cutting accident. Much to his credit, he still attempted 
to play for the Mountaineers, but the handicap was too much to overcome. He returned home and took a job with Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel 
and he also served many years as a Warren Township trustee. Donahue passed away several years ago. 

Craig Miller 
Craig Miller (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1979). He was an all-star football player nod standout bas

ketball player for the Bulldogs, but it was in track and field where Miller is remembered as one of the best to 
ever perform in the Ohio Valley. 

Miller had superl, siz.e at 6 ft. 3 and 200 pounds to be the punishing fullback-linebacker nod the rugged post in 
basketball that he waa, but that siz.e was combined with great speed which he utiliz.ed to excel in three distinct events 
in IInclc. His all-around versatility drew him the tag as the Bulldogs' most versatile athlete since John Havlicek. 

Miller was the greatest discus thrower of his era. He used his elongated frame and superb athleticism to 
become the first Ohio Valley prepster to twirl the platter more thno 170 feel establishing a new valley standard 
with his 172-10 toss in the district meet as a senior. In the 32 yearn since, only two discus throwers have bettered 
that mark. Miller was state runner-up in the discus as a senior whi1e also placing second in the Bellaire Relays 
as a junior and senior. The powerful Bulldog also ranked with the premier shotputters during that time, owning 
a best of 52 feel Miller was equally adept on the track where he was a prime-time high hurdler, recording the 
best time in the Ohio Valley as a senior with a scorching 14.7 clocking. 

Miller was also a three-year lettennan at Bridgeport in basketball where he was the leading rebounder for Craig Miller 
Coach Frank Baxter each season, Miller averaged 15.4 points a game as a senior. 

In football, he earned all-Ohio, all-OVAC nod all-Valley honors after a senior year which saw him total 105 
points, which included three field goals nod 21 kicking PATs, another sign of his all-around talents. He was a blocking fullback, but still mno
aged 422 yards on just 90 totes for the 9-1 Bulldogs of Coach Dave Bruney. He also averaged 40 yards per punt. 

He opted to accept a football scbolan;bip to Miami of Ohio University, where he lettered fouryean; as a tight end and was accorded all-MAC 
honors as a junior. 
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Pat Miller 
Pat Miller III (Shadyside High School, Class of 1979). He was able to do what few athletes can do - being a 

star in two sports during the same season. 
Miller was nothing short of sensational for the Tigers in baseball, lettering four times. His tremendous dia

mond time did nothing to adversely impact his track career where he was equally as exceptional. 
The talented Tiger was also a stellar gridder and also possessed the prowess to graduate with a 3.94 GPA. 
Miller captained the Tiger baseball team both as a junior and a senior, the latter season one in which he hit for a 

sizzling .431 average. That proved a springboard to be selected to participate in the All-Ohio Baseball Series. 
He was selected an EOBL all-star all four seasons and all-Eastern District three seasons. Miller's diamond 

exploits earned him a baseball scholarship to Ohio University. 
While his prep baseball resume is quite glittering, it may take a backseat to his track and field accomplish

ments. Miller achieved the ultimate by winning the state pole vault title in 1979. He also finished sixth m the 
high hurdles in the same state meet. He won virtually every po]e vault competition as a senior, except for the 
Bellaire Relays which was in its heyday. Miller was third in the pole vault and third in the high hurdles in that 
mee~ finishing as the top local scorer in the state's second-largest meet at the time. Pat Muter 

The terrific Tiger was a two-time all-Valley honoree and was selected to The Intelligencer's all-Decade Track 
Team. 

He enjoyed much gridiron success as well. The hard-running Tiger earned all-Ohio honors both his junior and senior campaigns. The three
year grid letterman was first team all-OVAC, all-Valley and all-Eastern District his last two seasons. 

Miller, who served as the Tigers' captain as a senior, followed in his futher's footsteps and played in the OVAC All-Star Game. 

Willie Clay 
Willie Clay (Linsly School, Class of 1988). This former Cadet did it all during his four years on the 

Wheeling campus. While earning letters in three sports, it was on the football field where he made his big
gest impact to the Cadets' program. 

Cluy was the unquestione~ leader and most recognized player on teams which won 23 consecutive games 
and recorded the first two undefeated seasons in the school's history when it finished I 0-0 in 1986 and 9-0 
in 1987. Excelling as a defensive back, wide receiver and kick rehlrner, Clay earned numerous postseason 
honors during his career. As a senior, despite the Cadets' run-first offensive schemes, Clay managed to catch 
30 passes for 428 yards and five touchdowns. He al.so took two kickoffs back for touchdowns and had five 
interceptions. He was named all-State, all-OVAC and all-Valley. He was the captain of the big-school team 
after his senior season. 

On the basketball court, Clay led the Cadets in his senior season with a 17.5 points per game average 
while shooting 48 percent from the floor. He also passed out 170 assists en route to earnmg all-OVAC and 
all-Valley. 

Willie Clay In the spring, Clay lit up area baseball diamonds. He batted .423 as a senior and was named all-OVAC and 
all-Valley. 

Despite his success on so many surfaces, it was football that was his calling at the next level. Clay accepted 
a scholarship to attend Georgia Tech University where he earned all-ACC honors twice. At one time, Clay held the Yellow Jackets' school 
record for interceptions ( 16) after starting in the defensive backfield for three seasons. 

In 1992, Clay was drafted in the eighth round by the Detroit Lions and rlayed eight seasons in the NFL. He also played for the New 
England Patriots for three seasons and one with the New Orleans Saints. Al told, he played in 118 NFL games and started 90. 

Sharon Vincent 
Sharon Vincent (SL Clairsville High School, Class of 1981 ). This Lady Red Devil was easily one of the most 

decorated and successful sprinters ever to grace the ovals in the Ohio Valley. 
Vincent finished her prep career with eight state medals and led St. C. to its only state championship in school 

history in June of 1981. In that state meet her senior season, Vmcent capped an undefeated campaign in both 
the 100 and 200-meter dashes by sprinting to the OHSAA state championships in both events in 12.18 and 
24.79, respectively. 

Vmcent won a state gold as a sophomore as well as a member of the Lady Red Devils' 440-yard relay team. 
She was the state runner-up in the 200 and placed fifth in the I 00 that season. Prior to breaking through in 
Columbus as a senior, Vincent was the state runner-up in the 100 and bronze medalist in the 200 as a junior. 

The only individual loss Vmcent suffered as a senior came in the 400-meter dash at the district meet where she 
took third, but still ran an impressive 58.7. En route to her state meet performances, athletes competed in section
als and districts where she won 19 championships. She was a three-time sectional and district I 00 and 200-meter 
champion. 

At the OVAC meet, Vincent won a total of 12 conference championships. She was a three-time champion in Sharon Vincent 
both the 100 and 200. At the time of her graduation, Vincent held eight meet records and three all-time Ohio 
Valley records. 

Vmcent, who still holds the I 00, 200 and 400-meter dash school records, was named St. Clairsville's Most Valuable Athlete four times and was 
also named all-District Athlete of the Year. She also competed in the prestigious Midwest Meet of Champions in the 100-meter dash in I 981. 

After her prep career, Vmcent accepted a scholarship to Eastern Kentucky University. She competed there for two seasons before transferring 
to The Ohio State University where she completed her bachelor of arts degree in economics. 

Vmcen~ who was inducted to the St Clairsville Athletic Hall ofFarne as a member of the 1981 state championship team and then in 2007 as 
an individual athlete, later earned a master's degree from Otterbein. 
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T.,T. Hannig 
TJ. Hannig (Linsly School, Class of 1996). This three-sport Cadet standout excelled as an all-around athlete, 

but it was on the soccer field where he made his biggest impact. 
Hannig earned four letters for the Cadets as their starting goalkeeper for ten ms which posted a 70-13-10 record 

Included in those seasons were two OVAC all-class titles in 1992 and 1994. The Cadets were winning these 
titles because opposing teams just couldn't get the ball past Harmig, who set the Ohio Valley record with 41 
career shutouts. Overall, be owned a 0.88 goals against average. His exploits didn't go unnoticed. He was twice 
named all-OVAC and captained the all-Valley team as a senior. He was also named Gatorade Player of the Year 
and a Parade All-American. 

On the basketball court, Hannig blossomed as a senior, scoring nearly 17 points a game and grabbing eight 
rebounds en route to all-OVAC and all-Valley accolades. In track and field, Harmig competed in a bevy of 
events, but it was in the long jump where he stood out He set the OVAC record with a mark of21 feet, 7 3/4 
inches and won three conference titles (high hurdles, high jump and long jump). 

Hannig accepted a scholarship for soccer to the University oflndiana where he started in net from 1997-2000 
and finished No. I in IU history with 42 shutouts and second in victories (63). The Hoosiers played in four TJ. Hannig 
consecutive NCAA Final Fours, winning the NCAA titles in 1998 and 1999, defeating Stanford (3-1) and Santa 
Clara (l-0), respectively. Harmig and OVAC and NBA Hall of Farner John Havlicek (Bridgeport Htgh) are the 
only two OVAC products to play in three consecutive NCAA title games. Hannig's name is all over the Indiana University record book. He 
ranks seventh at IU with 176 saves, and the 23 victories in 1998 are tied for the most in a season. 

After his collegiate career, Hannig was selected in the MLS Draft and spent time with D.C. United. He also played for the Pittsburgh Riverltounds. 

Quincy Wilson 
Quincy Wilson (Weir High, Class of 1999). This former Red Rider was a multi-sport standout but it was on 

the football field where he earned his highest acclaim. 
Wilson rewrote Ohio Valley and West Vrrginia record books as he helped lead the Red Riders to the 1998 West 

Virginia Class AA state championship. 
As a senior on the state championship squad, Wilson became the first Ohio Valley and West Vrrginia prep 

athlete to accumulate 3,000 yards in a season. All told, Wilson rushed for 3,262 yards. He scored an Ohio Valley 
record 47 touchdowns and finished with 282 points, which is second best all-time in the Ohio Valley, trailing 
only Jack Simons of New Cumberland, who scored 288 points in 1919. 

Wilson, a four-year letterman, finished his prep career with 6,162 yards, but5,624 of those came during his junior 
and senior seasons since he played primarily on defensive during hlS first two seasons. For his career, he scored 93 
touchdowns and 564 points, With all but seven IDs and 44 points came during his junior and senior seasons. 

Wt.Ison took his play to another level when the postseason rolled around. He set nil-time West Virginia records 
with 1,671 yards and 23 touchdowns in seven playoff games. Included is a single-game record of327 yards. In 
1998 state title game again.st Dupon~ Wilson ran for 250 yards and two scores. 
Wilson won nearly every postseason award imaginable. He was named Gatorade State Player of the Year and 

shared the Kennedy Award with Nitro's J.R. House after he finished fourth in the balloting as a junior. He was 
named first-team all-State twice and captained the All-Valley team and was twice named all-OVAC. He also played basketball at Weir High. 

After accepting a scholarship to West Vrrginia University, Wilson fonght his way up the depth chart and through a medical redshirt before burst
ing onto the scene in a big way in 2003. He ran for 1,380 yards and 12 touchdowns en route to being named WVU's Offensive MVP and won the 
team's award for all-arnund excellence. Wilson played in 44 games at WVU, running for 2,608 yards and 20 TDs. He also caught 20 balls. 

Quincy WIison 

Wilson was then selected in the seventh round as the 219th player taken by the Atlanta Falcons. He was released and eventually signed with 
the Cincinnati Bengals, with whom he spent parts of four seasons. He was also drafted in the inaugural UFL Draft by the Florida Tuskers. 

Ashlev Battle 
• 

Ashley Battle (Linsly School, Class of2000). When asked to name the greatest girls' basketball players in Ohio 
Valley history, this former Lady Cadets' name is always one of the first mentioned. And for good reascn. 

Battle arrived on the Linsly campus at the urging of some of her family and friends to get her away from the 
roogh section of her hometown of Pittsburgh. She went to Linsly to take an admissions test prior to entering 
high school and seemingly the rest was history. 

When she arrived at Linsly, tbe girls' basketball team was struggling, but she helped turn that arouod quickly 
and eventually led Lin.sly to an undefeated season in 1998-99. 

At Linsly, she became the school's all-time leader in numerous statistical categories, including points (1.532), 
rebounds (823), assists (385) and steals (371). 

She was named OVAC Class A Player of the Year four consecutive seasons and was a three-time all-State 
pick in West Vrrginia. 

After receiving countless recruiting letters, Battle eventually chose to continue her career at the University of 
Connecticut over the likes of Duke, Penn State and Staoford. 

At UCotm, she joined with Diarma Taurasi and Maria Conlon and helped lead the Lady Huskies to three Ashley Battle 
NCAA National Championships, including an undefeated season in 2003. 

Battle was a standout on the defensive end of the floor as evidenced by the fact that she won the Big East Defensive Player of the Year award, 
but she also scored 1,000 career points. 

Battle, who owns a degree in marketing and economics from UConn, was drafted by Seattle in the second round of the 2005 WNBA Draft. 
She then signed with the New York Liberty of the WNBA in 2006 and she also spent time playing for Seattle and San Antonio. All told, she 
appeared in 142 WNBA Games and averaged five points per game. She also played professionally in Spain in 2007 and 2008. 
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Bob 
Bentz 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2011 

Pnnque 
Cartledge 

Jim 
Jordan 

Cas 
Myslinski 

Norman 
WIiiey 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Ohio distance running scene while setting 
school 1,600- and 3,200-mcter school records which remam on the books. 

He became the first sub-nine minute 3.200-meter runner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books. 
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title nnd pluced second in the state meet 2-mile run. 

As a seniort Bentz was undefeated in cross country and track while setting an Ohio two-mile record. He earned All-America status by placing 
third with a ttme of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge, La. 

Recruited by the University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972 
NCAA title. In track, his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country 
and track seasons while earning All-SEC honors. 

Charles (Punque) Cartledge (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of 
Fame and the initial honoree in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a 22-
year record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40. 

His teams outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst loss ever, 68-0, in 1931. That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame 
Legends George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from around Ohio and western 
Pennsylvllflia. 

In a pre-playoff em, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times (1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven 
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads. 

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Carnegie College freshmen. They 
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record I 7 straight shutouts. 

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team. 
As a hiBh school senior (1911-12), he captained Big Red football, basketball and baseball teams and was a football quarterback. He died in I 978. 
Jim Jordan (Chester High School, Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class 

West Virginia All-State team after leading Chester to a 20-4 record Two of the losses, including the regional tournament, were to 26-1 record state 
champion Wheeling High. 

In five years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount SL Marys 
(Md.) College, he was the lending scorer in the Mason-Dixon Conference. 

He enrolled at the University of North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second team and first team All-America honors in two 
seasons with the Tor Heels. fhe 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading cord of basketball legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the rafters 
of the Dean Smith Center. 

Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats' 1947 NIT title team and the 1948 
NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall of Farner and All-American, Alex Graza of Martins Ferry. Both Graza and Jordan were later 
selected to the AII-Ttme Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The Intelligencer. 

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years. 
Casimir Myslinski (Steubenville High School, Class of 1941). In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big 

Red team, the final one for fellow OVAC [egend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge. 
He entered West Point in the last pre-World War II class and under the stepped-up wartime program, he graduated in three years with a B.S. in 

engineering. 
He served as captain of the 1943 Anny team and earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named to every first team All-America selec

tion as a 6-foot1 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award as the nation's outstanding lineman in 1943. 
After graduat10n in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952. In 1956, he became head of the 

Physical Education Department at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh. 
He was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977. 
Myslinski died in 1993. 
Norman (Wild Man) Willey (Pinc Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man 

football teams at the smalfer cnrolfment schools, 
The 6-foot-2, 225-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for the Tomados. 
After high school, he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College, where he 

played football and basketball. 
A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he played ei.lmt seasons from I 950-

57. He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection und is a member, alon~ with Reggie White, as a defensive end on the All-Time ~agles' honor roll. 
Willey is credited as the reason the NFL started charting defenstve sacks atler it was reP.orted he was unofficially credited with 17 sacks against 

New York Giants' quarterback Charley Conerly on Oct. 26, 1952. He earned the nickname 'Wild Man" from his pass rushing resulting in opponents' 
yarda~e losses. 

An tnductee into the Marshall and West Virginia State S}."'rts Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove with a "Norman Willey Day" on SepL 
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming "Home of Wild Man Willey were erected at the entrance to the town as well as at Valley High School. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

Ken Alessi (Class of 2004) 
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009) 
Sam Andy (Class of 2007) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010) 
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007) 
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010) 
Pant 'Bnd' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
David Bosley (Class of 2009) 
Less Browne (Class of 2010) 
Fred Brnney (Class of 2010) 
Ed Bnrgy (Class of 2006) 
Bob Burton (Class of 2005) 
Gene Cattane (Class of 2007) 
Mark Cisar (Class of 2008) 
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009) 
John Craig (Class of 2008) 
Snzie Dailer (Class of 2008) 
Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Class of 2009) 
Bill Davies (Class of 2010) 
Dee Davis (Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class of 2007) 
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009) 
Rick DeLuca (Class of 2010) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Conme Doutt (Class of 2008) 
Larry Dnck (Class of 2010) 
Richard 'Dick' Edge (Class of 2009) 
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007) 
John 'Fnzzy' Filliez (Class of 2005) 
Don Fleming (Class of 2007) 
Gene Ford lClass of 2009) 
Geno Ford (Class of 2004) 
Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007) 
Jim Foti (Class of 2004) 
Bob Gain (Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway (Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004) 
Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005) 
Cal Giffin (Class of 2006) 
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) 
Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Class of 2006) 
John 'Streaky' Haloszka (Class of 2010) 
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010) 
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009) 
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004) 
John Havlicek (Class of 2004) 
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008) 
Walter Heil (Class of 2005) 
Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007) 
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004) 
Chnck Howley (Class of 2005) 
Dong Huff (Class of 2005) 
Bob Hummell (Class of 2006) 
Jennifer Hyland-Brown (Class of 2007) 
Bill Jobko (Class of 2009) 
Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
Tom Keane (Class of 2008) 
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009) 
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Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008) 
George Kovalick (Class of 2004) 
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008) 
Bob Kelley (Class of 2007) 
Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008) 
Earl Klevins (Class of 2007) 
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Class of 2009) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Ron Manck (Class of 2006) 
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004) 
Bo McConnaughy (Class of 2007) 
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005) 
Dick Miller (Class of 2005) 
Dr. Vince Monsean (Class of 2009) 
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009) 
Nick Mumley (Class of 2008) 
Rndy Mumley (Class of 2005) 
Samnel A. Mnmley (Class of 2004) 
A. Wilson Mnrrary (Class of 2004) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
Joe Niekro (Class of 2010) 
Phil Niekro (Class of 2006) 
Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009) 
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006) 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004) 
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008) 
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008) 
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004) 
Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Class of 2004) 
Warren Pngh (Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pnllie-Stokes (Class of 2004) 
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007) 
John Reger (Class of 2007) 
Evan Reese (Class of 2004) 
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008) 
Kyle Rose (Class of 2010) 
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006) 
Terry Snively (Class of 2005) 
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009) 
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004) 
John Stephenson (Class of 2010) 
Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008) 
George Strager (Class of 2005) 
Don Sutherin (Class of 2010) 
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006) 
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Bill Thomas (Class of 2008) 
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009) 
A~nes Timmons (Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004) 
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005) 
Charles 'Chnck' Watt (Class of 2010) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams(Class of 2004) 
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006) 
Otis Winston (Class of 2009) 
Mike Wright (Class of 2010) 
Tom Yaknbowski (Class of 2008) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

George Kovallck covAc 'FamDy'J 
a_,. E. KDrrdkk (Briljgq,on High School), =gnlm.l as the ~rather" of high 

l:Chool wrestling In the Ohlo Valley. Kovalid; previously hm been~ with mem
benhlp In numerous hall1 of farrr, Including tbol,e nt Kent State Unlvenlty; the Ohio 
Villey Fcdball Coaches ~; Upper Ohio ¼11,:y ~ Cub; W~ Liberty 
SIMc CoUci;:c; Ohio Athletic Dlrecton IJiJ the Oblo W~-fWJ of Fa:u:r. 

Km~f - 5deckd as the fint!Ccipi.ent (1976) of the p,,:::51Jgiow OVAC Wrestling 
Committeel ptt81l,dooa "Mr. Mat Award," El OODIY given IIIIIUIAlly to an lndi\idual for 
outi!aOOiniz: CODtri1iutl..cu to the~ of .,.,~_all 

Kovalick diltdeddwnpiorubjp tca:Jru in i , bucb;J.l and ~lni: al both the 
int=llqltte nnd ln:tcncldastJc levtll du:rin£! an e:norTOOUlly--succcm'ul 28-yeer 
coaching=. 

AllUlll the iublete1 be t:utmal in high school or college wen: all-time Ohio V&lley 8fCa!1 John Havllccl, 
Phil and foe Niel:ro, &l:d Bobby !Joudr.,. In bucbr.11, Kovll!icl; coached the Hilltoppe:n lo the 1964 NAIA 
baseball dlampiomhip. the orily nailonal title ever ~ bv the Jdiool. He ·iuso bad West 1,/bpnla 
lntm:olle.l')alc AtbJetlc ConferenCI:: champiomhlp leulu at WC$t (iberty In fooib:ill, wJCCl1ling and ~I. 

Kovdid oot orily was 000 of the foundcn of the OVAC Wrmllna Tournaurnt. bui hb Bridgepm 
~Jen WOii the firn JeVe:n confemice champioodups. lo 1939, Kovalicl,;:'5 BuIWop made hi'1on' bv 
bccocnlng the flffl Kbool wts1dc the Cleveland acca riocc 1942 to win mi Ohio !ialc ~g title &a:nl942 
to 'MD en Ohio rute wreuling title sli,;e, He coached tlt individual wte diampioru. 

Kovalli.t.ih O(}ler OVAC coacb:ina: nops were at MOUJmVille, BelJalre Md Weir high ICbools, Hb 1973 
Weir Hlah fOOlball team - a nate runner-up, ming ID~ BW in the C1aJI AAA flak; final. He mum 
from roachi:n_s In 197& but then .etVed as athletic director I'd Be~ WI1il the tJme ofhl.s death In 1984. 

He was OVAC Bmeball Director for n:w1y year, ADd also dlm;tcd the coofCffll.:e'5 mat champlonshlp ·-Along with hi.I grc.u coaching koowkdgr, Konllct WAI WO ~ as a l1Ull'\IC)owi ,:ompethor, 
metkukui orgmha and II man with !Ill eoonnow cup5City for wod:. 

Cal Pokas (Medial 
Cal l'uhu (Bcllae His/! School) wm another ii.iot In the ~ 'Mitiog pci:ifeulon who 

cut tu,~ teeth UiJdo:f 81ll Van Home llru do=vcloped into ooe of the mca a true~ 
"'""""'""-ri"'-Poku, w'bo dJed la"'.Zlro, wu c:mploye,.j for40 }un a.t ~ 1Zmn Uadn,lnc!odlnj 
29 rrcnvnbJe yem for Ohio Vallev IOOrtJ fan, iu the JJUU ctlilor. He also wai usislmt 
!{UtJ editor, a i:oortbous,e and pollflcil ICJmJ=r md Martins Fcny Lily fmtor. Even afltt 
hls reilmnenl, Oil CODtlnued to CO!llrlbute to hiJ ~·• sporu pa&e1 with hJii week
ly "Eye on the BlldsH cnl.umn about Ohio Staie fortball. Pola, al,o ~ 111w ID It 
that ~ the IO-Oilled tnioof lpcm Rldl u c:rom-couotry, tract JOO volleyball, 

=~ras-=~r~l::~b~mouthis=oodbede\'Ob!DtUCh 
ofhil 11jJ1R lime ID sentna 00 committees focthe Ru,Jy Mui:rtJey ~ Football Al!-S!MC'ludc, alooa 'With 
2~~~~~andbelktbillcha!ripkmiliipraca. also~edonamcrllardatiomcan-

Pobt h.'ld a term 111 ~ of tbe Ohio Ptq, SJXI:li Wdkn Auoclation, !JOO wm CIJOllW.llooet- of tlr Ohio 
Valley Bascb411 ~ for 23 ~. HL, lnlemu m the~ went bevrn1 the ·,,,orld o( irau .s ~ 
smm Oil an adv~ boord fui' tb0 Salvatk,q Arrnv: WU lk!moot COl![lly Owrmzm of the Muftlple Sclerosis 
Auociatioo; and fillro a~ oo tbe Mutlm ferry CivU Servb: Commlno:i for 32 yem Ulllil h!J death. 

Pokns' booon wac ~. In !960 he was JRICll1cd a Community Senice AWIW'd by Uwtcd Presa 
Intematlonal. The OWo Prep Spcm Writen Auociatloo named him Spcru Wrila' of tbe Yi:ar io I IJ76 and be: wm 
glvc:a a~ Semce,\wmtl fmcn the ObioM,ocimon ofTild: and Field and Cn:m C\JUOO}' Coacba. 

o(~~~~~~~=~~~~~~~SC:i~~~ 
Valley Football Coacbel! As5ociation; Ohio Bucball Hallo( Fame; 1100 be: Wll:'I hin«d ID be pre:sen1¢ tbe fint 
~Ip Elhia mid lrrkmtv Award for the F..&tcm Distrlct from the OHSAA. Pow wa, a HMr. ~ 
anrd bonrm ll. the OVAC W:~ Tooo:wnent, &ml!: with beiog .elected for Bcilaml ffiib School's Wall 
of Fame. He wu namai m the~ Referee for the WJ.:c.linc Parlr.: Tolck Claw: bec:au5c of coatrlbutlom 
to Ohio Valley youth. 

Jim Foti (Coache,) 

JUII Fod w~ a basketball coecb fol' JS }'eln and a bead football mentor for 20 
IICUOIIJ. He already Jwi been ln<luc1ed Into th: Lily of Wbeel.ln; West \~lnla Spam 
Wrltm A=ldation. Upper Oblo Valley Dapper Dtm Ciob and John Carroll 
Unll'Cl'llity'a Hallt of Fam:. 

Foti, a nm:lve of 1~, N.Y~ came lo the ru-ea in 1942 aftu h.avlnl! coached at 
Erie (Pa,) Prep. He coacbed bamtball irt \VarNocd, Wbedl:n.: Centra:I Ca:tboUc end 
eenme. Ovci.&11, Foti prnkd 466 nnity bmclbill victnrlel. tJI but 26 coming t.t 
OVAC acboolii. He cnai::herl Warwood High to IICl'efl Weit \llrJtinill rrgional champi• 
omb:lp:'I and hi11967 Viking IIJD-lld won the Wile tiJJe. In 1976,nlll 0nal.ycaru • ~ 
=Ii and the last ie11i011 before the Ohio County ~- Fotl'1 Vik.In~ 
.advr.oced to the ilBtl: toumnment ICtlllfmab before bein_c: cllm:ina!ed. 1h: 197.'I le.am pi!lyed In the !illl1e 
champroruhip game. He llllll five W,Va. Calbollc tllle-wi.wling lcllm:'I IU Wheeling C'.eatral and puled his 
lqllll[b to OVAC cbamoi~ In three dlvb:lon1. 

lo 1943, Foti had a :24-J ia.iml team 111 Central, whkh Jo:n by a flOUlt while playing In the Efflem Catb:ilJc 

~ool:iu~~R~ anotha 124 vktorics, includhta a Q0..106-3 =d at Warwooo, 
wh:re the Oll$.tAA~ wu milcd with playing CJ11C of the must ~tlve ~IB In tbe llC'Cll. Hill 
1943 'Wheeling Central fool.boul team went 9-1 and~ a Steel Bowl berlb, wtierr, It Jost a 2()..19 thril.lel' to 
Roche$1er, Pa., at ~ville. 
ardfc:t1

43
~ coacbed seml-pufo~k:Jll!ll baslrtball for two YeMJ III be directed the \Vhccllng Purttam in 1947 

Foti roached sevenJ ouulllllding athklccl during hl.t dbtln~ carc:er. Amon,: the C'.entBl wndotrts 
...ere .lamel "Dubie" lli1ik:r and Bl!lY Gou.q.u5, both of wliom went on to play Ill: Notre Danr; Jad. 
McConville,Alabmna; Pete Scbociz_, ~-and Paul Sd:mctl, tbtbwatem. Al W!ll'wocd he bad a role 
In the development o(Chud Howler, former WVU and Dalbu CoW00','1' ~ Bob DunJevy (WVU), and 
bwetball uandouti Bob Ayen (VMJ. BUI Kaiocdy (Artumn Staie) and □rq Church (Army). 
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Samuel A. Mumley covAc •FwuUy'J 
Sflla.Ul A. MUIIIUJ (Benwoo,J Union Hl&IJ School) lcrVCd two tmrn - covering e. 

total of 32 years - as eucutlvc ra::n:tM:I}' of the Ohio Valley Athletic Confer=. 
DurinJ 1he second tmn which luted until hiJ tJea:tb i11 1999, Mwnley he~~ 
the bl-"Maic ~ from the brink ofbaokrup4cy to lllcm:rc.ut wod.lo& I'll~ oftbe ~ 
hlgh ~ c:onfemices In the~ rounuy. 

Some of the mmy hlihJJ;tJU from bli ~p included: Helpl:n~-ll,h""' 
OVAC Fooodatioo u a map fund-rming arm for the conference: • NCAA 
ccrt:ificaJ::lo far the Ru<ly Mumley OVAC Clwity AIJ-.Star Foolball Cl.aHlc; 
Olllj{.- financial spoo.n1i to l!UJlPOft all oftb: OVAC prognuns, includm& the Banqud: 
Oiam:!llom, !Ill aWW.1 dinner that hooon rrue tlWJ j ,(OJ a1hlete:'I each 'Jmlg and 
p;o\ides IDOl'C than 120.[0J lllUUJll!ly in scbolmhlps: &tz.bllslil:ng the llll•star~b,tll pme winch WU bler 
~ 11J th: Samuel A. MumJey OVAC All-Star Bu1c.tbaU CJ.uoilc. 

Mumky's ~ to a can of duty went beyood the OVAC fl! he was ooc of the foundm of the Wbedln; 
Super Six Committee, which hail basted the Wesi Vu-ginb Wile champioomip foolball g.uncs 111: WbeeUni 
Wii:oo Stadium ~IIICe 1994. He W80 helped s«lltt; the WC31 Vlfi]IU!I ~ IOCCCf clwnpioodtlps 1-0ftbe city. 
Five ycm ~ hli death, the fruition of aootber on.: of bu dreams occumd when M lirtifici.a1 ~ playing 
wrf!ICC was in:stallcd 111 ~l!:n.: bland Sllldkun. 

Although awards were never important to Mumky, be wu the redplent ofDllJTCl1l\U hooon. Tb: major 
awvdJ prc.scmcd kl him Included: The National Fedaatioo of OfficWt Outuandlng Scolce Award; Dappa
Dm MM of the yenr. OVAC Man of the Ye.Ill"; und ~ w~ Vlriinl1111. 

He wa, a 1-kctlJelJ offldal. fer 23 )=, 1111 aulstant ro.,ch, lllbletic ttlllra and adtletic- dlrector at levcml 
urea scbooll, indud~ Cameron, The Umly School and St. Clalnvllle. He W!li aho a trainer Ill: hiJ ~ 
alma makr, the Unl\-enlty of Mm-land. nkq: with tbe Wuhbijton Rcd&lin., Md PhiJadclpbia ~. 
Mll01lcy 1Cn'Cd Oil the Wik of Ohio Board of Equity, was a meJTlM of the St. Clllmville Boud of~ 
and a sped& liaison for the MentAI. Rdania.tillll lbml and School of Hope. 

BIii Van Horne (Medial 

Bm VQ n- (Martlm Ferry 1-0gh School), ..,.. the dew of OWo Valley sporu-
wr11en during a~ newspeper Cllftff that l!plllllE:d 53 yeen. 

Van Home was~ editor of TTu 11mu UDlkr for 25 )'Cl!': and the Whu//11g 
Nnvs-Rq;WD for 28 year,, duriog which time be wu recognw:tJ by bis peers l!ll the 
most lnfOOlU:liooal. and Influential 'ATlter in Ohio 'hlley hluo:iy. 

Hls work wnb the OVAC OVtt the year, WM a;pecially iomumental lo the r= 
of the wrestlhig, 1ra1;k Md field IIOO cro!.k'OUTTlf)'. Van Home WllJ the ICCOJld rec~ 
~f~~~~n Awmd lo 1977 and be n1so =ived the Calvin iffin 

His columns, HVwt Horne on Sporu,n wen, ~ cbrooJcle5 of the lives o( 
~-Aiiant: In hu field end• role model for ai:piriog ~. Van Home Wlll llimlred 
and mpa;tcd foc hi& lmegrtty, dedk:atioJt. f~,. ~ mid COl?IJ)llllOl1. 

¼n Hnme"a oovcnge and wpport for events like the Wbeeliog Disll!nce a.ice (now The ~ 
~~~ 20K Cias.'llc). the west Vupnia TennJ, Open and the (now defunct) Wbeclinp µ,GA Cltmic 
l:ic.lped lbose eventl mich Pm11lnencc in our llml. His bad.1112 also Wllli a factor In the p:,putarity en loved by 
the Wbecling Imnmen, Wheeling Blne, and Whccling "'rluu:ideroW, (oow the- Wbecllilg Nailcnl, 
profcwoual football, 1-l:dbail and hodey lelUnl. 

NumerouJ award, aoi hooon wen:~ m Van Home. The Upper Ohio Va&y Oapp,::r Dae Club 
nmned blm Man of the Year In 1993; !J::l Wll:I 1ekcied r., the We5l Vhf.inl.a Sporuwrlkr of the Yeirtbree tlme1; 

=~~=~=A~o}'1:~:-~tin~~1:i~ 
Lou Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall ol Fame; Ohio B~ Half of Fiunc:, Mioor League~ Foo:baI1 Hall of 
Fame and th: Wlrcl.i:na~y Tennis Club Hall of Flllm'. Ho iCn~ a1 JIIC-.idan of the 'Weit Vlrginia 
Sporn Wrl1m Auociailoo a:n,J ~ a member of the FootbaJI Writen of Alnmcll. Blll wm the fog ip(lrn
Milcr from Vmt Vuglnla lo be ekl;1c:d to the Football Writm Board of Ditecton. He aha ICtttd u llaAe 
cbalnnan f1r the Hmman Trophy ilCkction committee. 

Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Coaches) 

Rkh.rud L "Did" l'wll finimed hi,= as the Ohio VaIJey"a all-time wbmln~ 
ba!kcthall coach whb 589 ClU'CC1' vktnrie:'I. 

l'.nduckd into the Ohio High School Hall of Fame In 19B3 by the Ohio High School 
Bulctball O:i.cbe, Auociatioo, Pou, coacml a totlll of 40 lleaSOIU, all ofwbld! ~ 
spent in Mwme County. 1-10 bepn In 19.'11 at Bethel High School. 1-fu 19:f7 
BladJuiwU caur out of the Mooroc County bilh at loornamczlt time 4llli atlvmiccd all 
the way to the Ohio ClMI A~ final, where they last by a dna}e: point. At the tl~ 
the 5Chool had jllit 13 boy. in ~ nm: thmui:fi 12 and all wt Olll) of the male stu
denlll ¥o'ltl Oil the basletbaJ.l team. 

In JeVC11 yean N Bethel, bis~ WOil more lhlln 21'.1 g~ fh·e time:'!, incll.ld:J~ the 27-2 llllBCHl te.ull 
that played In the lll,lc lournlllnent. 

When the idJool WM taken Into the Skyvi.ir, COJUO]!dation after the '58 c.unpa.ign, Pot1J WQ named ccw:b 
of the Goldeo Hawh wbcR be spent (OU{ y=n be fen, moving on to Rlvcr High In 1963. He n:maincd at tbe 
Pilob' helm r.hroogb tbe 1991 ~. 

TI:r fonner HannfbaJ High &oool athlete wu nw:nod In 1981 as the tt:cipieot of the pmtigioua Ohio Paul 
W.ilk.er A\1/Jru, given in memory of krry Lucas' hlah school coocii et Mlddle1own, Ohio. Walker - the 
Bud.eyi:: Sllllc'a all-time winninp coadl. 

The mvy veeenm, PottJ was th: rim OVAC coach to rc8Ch the 500-win plalca!J In bmktball,rc.adtilJl lht.t 
goal with a win over MocKOC County rival WocddkJU In !983. 

Cotuldaed II mme:r wategltt Wld tc&dEr of the amie, Potu may have been at his be,..( i1uring crtoc.J 
1ltuati01JJ In pasl·leasO!l play. ill, tcanu 'Wll leVC-ll avertinr toumameot gwrcs, Including a nine-OT win 
echle\'ed by River agaimt Morgan ln Cw.s AA sectiooal pt.y. 

Evan Reese (Ofllclal,J 

Erms Rtn, (Follantbcc High School) ,cn·e.l u 11JJ ~ hl;h SCOOOI and college 
~ter for more than .50 yean. He also offirulcd fool~ In the Cmadian Lea~, the 
Unltet.1 Footbl!ll Wiue o.nd the: Weit Vlr&inl.a fiuerc:ollegiatc Athletic Cooference. 

Reese 'Nll5 OVAC Cocnmi~ioner for both football and bukthall olficfah and be 
WU prc5.ideot of the Wcu VU&Jn.la lnterrollegiate Athletic Conference (WVIAC) 
officl.als In both lpOl'U. He waded numerous state and confemn, tonnwnen.t cflam. 
piomhlp even.ti throughout bill long and ltoried =-

Reae also was a mcmba of the We,t Vn-ginia Secood!lfY Schoou Actlville!I 
Comml,ilin Ad~iwry Board end be was leCrr-tar)' of the E.11.ru:m Dimict Boan! of 
Football and Basketball Offlciab. Foe' many )'CIID, he Wll-'I 00 the b&lciball ruJe, comrnittoc in the E!mtem 
Outt!ct. 

Today"• Ohio Valley officials ~member Evan as i,omeooe wbo hnd a ~nd.011.1 Jnnuence oa np-llOO 
,om1n, referees. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Murray (Official) 

A. Wilsnn Mum1y (Wheeling High School) officiated high school basketball, foot
ball, baseball and tr.ick for 30 years, from 1946 thruugb 1975. He actually began his 
officlllting career in 1942, the year after he gra<luatcd from Wheeling High Scholl!. 
Murr.iy enteretl the service in 19-12 und did not return home until the aficr World War 
II had ended. 

He worked numerous sectional, district. regional and finals in Ohio. West Virginia 
and Pennsy!Vllilia, He also officiated ba~ketball for 12 years ln the Mid-American 
Conference and the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic ConfcrctJCe, Murray was a 
referee in the old United Footbull League in the days of the Whet:!ing Inmmen 
professional frnltball team, 

He served on the OVAC faecutive Boan! and served for IO years as the commissioner of the bi-stale 
leagoo's basketball officials. He later was appoi11tcd the OVAC's commissioner of football officials, a post 
he held from 1977 until retiring in 1985. In 1977, he was elected treasurer of the Ohio lligh School Athletic 
Association's Commissioner.,, 

MmrJy officiated six West Virginia state tournaments and two WVIAC tuumaments. The fomler City of 
Wheeling Treasurer wa:i a three-year football and basl:elba!l lettmnan at Wheeling High School. lie played 
1m the Wildcats' 1940 state cha:mpiunship basketball team. 

Among the awards he was presented were: Ohio High School Athletic Association's Meritorious Award 
(1970); a West Virginia Secondary School's Activities Commission Award for hls contributions to nfficiat
ing in the Mountain State; Honornry Life Membership in the Ohio Val!cy Board of Approved Basketball 
Officiafa (1981); OVAC Exemplary Service Award (198] ), and an Upper Ohio Valley napper Dan Cluh 
Achievement Award ( 1982). In 1989, he was selected as the lirot recipient of the Bobby Dawson Basketball 
Officials' Award presented at the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Charity Basketba!l Classic. 

John Havlicek (A1h1,1,. 19s11,) 

Juhn llavlkek {Bridgeport Hlgh Schoo!, Class of ! 958) was a three-sport high school 
hnnoree for the Bu!kkigs who laler became one of Ohio State's basketball greats and 
was selected one of the 50 j!TC3test NBA player.;. 

In high school, the 6--5. Hill-pounder was a two-time AH-OVAC Class AA basketball 
performer as wen as All-Uhm Clas~ A. The Bulldog:~ won the OVAC AA crown in 1958. 

An excellent rebounder und passer, he also scoreu 1,594 carccr~ints in 59 games and 
averngcd more than 30 pcilnts per game the last two seasons. He kd the OVAC in 
scoring as a junior with a 31 .9-point noffil, including a school record 53 in a IOJ-101 
overtime wiii over Cadiz. 

He played in the Ohio North-South All-Star game with Jerry Lucas._The two later led 
Ohio Stille to three straight NCAA dmmpion~hip games including II mle their sophomore season of 1960. 

He was an All-Eastern Ohio shortstor. un two OVAC championship baseball teams and batted over .4lXl. llc 
also sturroo in American Legion baseball aud later played lirol base for Ohio State. 

In football, the All-OVAC quarterback was recruited by several colleges including Ohio State and West 
Virginia. 

At Ohio State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his three varsity basketball ~eason~ and he twice earned AII-

Bifi~l/~k~!s~ Ji~tdrart choice of the NBA Boston Celtics nnd was also selected by the NFL Cleveland 

~~:~: tf c!=~;;et~1cfif1ac':clii~ns~~J\!· i~e ~-~J'hf ~o~~x~~!i~Wt~~e~!J t~iieh~~1~~\ 7~~rstl~~ 
retired. 

A ~~~t~~]~~~"islftci1~:~~~i~ii~~
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i~~er s~~:1c1~J5n~\~~!u~9 ~R1

l1~/M~1c~Brr:f~l~t~~pi~ 
score UXXJ points in 16 consecutive seasons and, wtcn he retired, 1fuvliccl had played more regular season 

~i~an~n~t!~\WZJ·!~~ N~~a11fi:1~S~r;git1ful~h~
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Dan and Ohio State Halls uf Fame. 

Bobby Douglas (Athl,te • t96llsl 

Bobby Dougltu (Bridgeport High School. Cla~s or 1961) was a three-sp(nt high school 
standout nnd the first wrestler to win four OVAC indi\·idual championships. He became the 
first black athlete to win an Ohio state mat cro1>,11 (1959) when he emerged a~ the 112-
pound titlist, H.c then finlshcd thin! m the 1960 state tournament nnd won the 127-pound 
~mwn as a semor. 

An AII-OVAC football plavcr and the conference C!as8 AA c:iptain as a 140-pound rnn
ninl\hack in 1960, Douglas iilso a<i a starter in baseball. 

e wrestled two yearn at West Liberty State Colle3e, winning an NATA champion~hip 

:r: nF/E~~1= r4)~!~
1'iln!~~~~ ne~e?~tict~~~~l~i~r ~;~ 

in the flneup wid caJl!llred a pair of confcreni-e titles along with tl1e 1%4 NCAA team tl!le. 
Also as II competitor, he won five national champi\ltiiliips and a pair of U.S. Olympic Trials titles. He had a 

fourth-place rcatherweitt fini~llat the !96-J. Tokyo Olympics and he cartaincd the U.S. freestyle team at the !%8 

~s~n~~/ilJln~t).'11~~~ ~~~-~in7rt ~hlt~~r\~ t'i!n,-p~{J~ ~ha~~~- Dougla.~ cnmpiled 
Still recognired as one of the nation's uutstandlng wrestlini coaches, Douglas has been at the Iowa State 

Univcrsitv helm for 14 years ond became just the fourth Division I mentor to reach the 4{K)-victory plateau in 
Junuury ol' 2003. He coached the Cyclones trl lO top- JO al the national finals, He alw had runner-up teams in 1996, 
200[) und 2(Kl2. In 2!KKl, he was selected the National Wrestling Coach ofUic Yelll'. He has produced si:r. national 
chmnpiuns, 17 conference tillists and 25 All-Americans at Iowa State. Before _takmg over the Cyclones• program. 
°ot\as bull! a d;r15ty at Arizona State, Fmm 1975-9'!, he guided ASU to nmc conference title and nine totr JO 

i!ci three ~i~~~l i~~i:i~im1.:h;i~~-lj/~~~f~~lct~i;Fsi~~hYs ~i18!~Z~~~. with !be Sun Dc\·ils. he 
He WllS head coach nfthe !992 U.S. Ol}mpic _freesty_le team Umt competed m Ban.:elon~, Spain. All I_() of his 

wrestlen\ placed urnong the top IO in lhelr respecll\'C weight classes. Douglas has heen cm the U.S. coach mg staff 
for five uihcr OJrroJ::1cs. 
Hal?:°~:::::!d° th~c~j:~~ ID::ifa!J~rt':'.ing Hal! of Fame, the NAIA Wrestling Hall of Fame, lhe Ohio 

Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Athlete~ I960s) 
Hon "Fritz" Williams (Weir High, Class of 1964) was a four-year, three-sport stand

out for the Red Riders. He !cd Weir to three straight state Class AAA title games indud-

~ftJ!~y~~~~~ 1,?tl2':JI:'iii/tl:~~~,.~:r°A~~~~c;~;~%fWe~, s~te i~\~\l .. !?i~~ 
basketball player was also an Al!-OVAc andA!l-West Vi~inia footbarf end in I 963 and 
th<: OVAC anil West Virginia Region I sprint champion m the l{KJ, 220 and 440-yanl 
events io 1964. 

Th<: 6---3, J85~und Williams was the fast African-American ln be named first team 

~~ WJi!s~~~~J1i:;:cs~~•tia!i~~ (2~~J;hia~~~~i':if:O_'.: IJ1i:~s:ifA'c ·bf~~ih;~j! 
record -and averaged 30.9 as a senlur and 30.1 as a junior. He scored a school-record 
55 W,ints against East Liverpool. He was named AH-America by P,1mde and Scholastic Coac/1 magai.incs. 
Schol21:/:c::h11 Aif..~~ri~ao! t~~~~~.Class AAA state championship football team and was all-state and 

He played on two OVAC Class 3-A title basketball learns (1962 and ·64) and the 1962 OVAC track cham
pinnsh1p squad. The firot A_frican-Amerkan recruited to slay basketball at West Virginia University, he still 
holds !\Cason and career assist record8 while averaging 2 . I points for hi~ career -sixtb bt:st in history and 
leading the learn in scoring and a.~si.its three years. Only two WVU players - Jerry West and "Hot Rod" 
Hundley -· cumbined for more points and assists than Williams, n three-time AU-Southern Conference hon
oree and a second team All-American. 

The two-time telll!l captain is a member nf the All-Time WVU team (1966-75 era) and has been _inducted 
into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame as well as the West Virginia Sports 'Hall' and the Upper Ohm Valley 
Thi~ Dan 'Han', He was the ninth overall NBAdrnft pick m !968 by the San Francisco Warriors and was 
also drnftcd in the ABA fifth mund by the New Orleans Buccaneers. Despite oot plaving college football, he 
is one of only two OVAC products to be drafted both by the NBA and /',jTL (Dallas Cowboys, 14th round_). 

Williams played eight NBA seasons ·-fh•e with lhe Warriorn, two with the Milwaukee Bucb and one with 
the Los A~e5 Lakcrn. He scored 4,797 career ~ints and had 1,8!8 cnreer assists. He died, at age 59,_on 
W:Ri~:!;/Boul::!!rhome in California. The mad near bis Weirton chi!dhuod home named 'Ron {Fritz) 

~m XL£ 

Ken Alessi (Athlete~ 1940s) 

Ke11 Alessi (Yorkville High Schoo!) was a 5-7, 155-pound baokctball guartl from 
1947-49. He still holds two a!l•time OVAC scoring rccords-1,142 points in 32 games 
as a senior and a career per-game point average nf 31.0 for 66 games. 

He was the lirst OVAC player to score 2,{)()() career pnints (2J)47) aflcr averaging a 
then-record 35.7 points a game and setting a mark of 70 pnint~. including 31 goals. 
against Shadyside as a 1948-49 senlor.11iat effort prompted the national exfl(i>ure in 
"Ripley's Believe-It-Or-Not." 

He also scored 65 point, vs. Adena and 55 pnints vs. Dillonvale in back-to-back 
games. In one game, he converted 16 straight free throws As ajunior,A!essi scored 8-15 
points in 30 games. 

A !Wo•time All-OVAC Class A and All-Ohio Cfoss B honoree, he wa~ the leading vnte-gettcr in '49 when 
he was selected Ohio's Class B Player of the Year. 

A three-spnrl prep standout, he was an AIJ.Eastcrn Ohlo football player as a two•way back and kicker. and 
he was a 6hortstop-pitcher in baseball. 

Recruited by West Virginia Uni1-crsity. he played Uirec seasons (1950-52) und wus the starting point guard 
two years. lie k<l the team in assists as a sophomure while playing with 6-9 All-America Mark Workman. 

In 1951, he scored 23 points in a home win owr Wuke Fnrest and tallied 18 in a 77-73 loss at Duke, which 
featured AU-America guard Dick Groat, a future Pittsburgh Pirate inlielder. 

Alessi served as head basketball coach the final I'.! seasons (1961-72) for a\mu mater Yorkville High before 
cnnsolidation. His best tcum went 18-3 in 1962 and his 1970 team won an OVAC Class A crown. The '70 
team featured Chuck Suus, who would surpass Alessrs career point tutu\. 

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete. t95llsl 

Bill Muzeroski (Warren Consnlidated High School, Class of 1954) is best known 
for his ba,;cball feats, but the 5-11 basketball center also led lhe OV,\C in =iring with 
a 27.6 per game average as II senior and wa~ a two-time All-OVAC roundhall selection 
and throe-year basketball starter. He earned second team AH-Ohio Class A recognition 
a.~ a senior. 

A four-year baseball standout as a shortstop-pitcher, Mai.eroski led Warren 
Consolidated to the 1953 Ohio Class A (largest class) bu,ebal! linals before falling. 
2-1 to Cincinnati Purcell. Mareroski pitched a four-hitter in a losing cause. 

The athlete. known as "Cutfoh" us II youth and "Maz" during his pro playing days, 
led Warren Consolidated to four straight OVAC Ohio-side baseba!l ti!les.1be team was 
coached by Al Dorazio. 

Signed by the Pittsburgh Pirates out of high school and summer. sandlot baseball. the Rush Run native 
was in tl1e major leagues in 1956 and became a !{)-time All-Star secnnd baseman from 1956-72 with the 
National League team. He won eight ofU1e first 10 second base Gold Glove fielding awan!s. 

He played in 2,163 games and collected 2,fll6 hits but his best known feat is bitting game seven 1960 
World Series winning home run veroos lhe New York Yankees. He still holds wme major league fielding 
records for double plays and assist,. The Pirates retired his jersey No. 9. 

Mazcmski was inducted into lhe Bascha!l Hall of Fame in 2001 and also is enshrined in the Upper Ohin 
Valley Dapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Baseball Hall anti the Pennsylvania Sports Hall. 

Buckeye Local High School, a consolidation which includes Miu.eroski's alma 1natcr. named its high 
school field in his honor and II section of Route 7 near hi~ Rush Run childhnod home north of Tiltonsville is 
known a., "Bill Materoski Highway." 

Allan Hornyak (Athlete. t960s) 
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Allan llllrnyak (St. John Central High School, Cla.~s of 1969) was best known as 11 
record-setting 4{).polnt per game scorer his la.~! twu basketball seasons, but tl1e Jefthander 
also was a three-sport stanilout performer a.<; a football quarterback and first baseman
pitcher in baseball. 

A 6-1, 185-p(JUnd long-range slmoting_guard in !he era prior to the tlure-pointer, 
llumyilk led the OVAC and the state uf Ohio in sc(1ring his last two seasons with an all• 
time OVAC reconl 42.7 average as a junior plus a 41.95 seaior nonn. 

As a{unior, lie scored 11!2 pumts m 19 games, including 295 f!.OUls and 222,of-272 free 
~i)'};f~ r~~:nior year. he tallied 923 puints in 22 games wHb 346 goals and 231-of- L.>... __ _L_J 

The two•limc A!l-OVAC and AH-Ohio cager set the OVAC rce\lnl of 86 points, includ-
ing 40 goa!s, in a 1969 wln over TIitonsville and he scored 61 puints the next night against rival Bellaire. 

He scored at least 50 points ln a game 14 times and ended his 80,game career with II then OVAC record 2.385 
points. The Irioh won back-to.back OVAC Class AA baol:etball titles including a 20-2 overall record in 1%9, 

!fa scoring efforts resulted in articles in Sport maf.Aiine. Uic Nm' fork Times and Srrts lI/us1m1ed 'Face~ 
~a.~~J~dt 1:,:t:!cmcd Scholastic Coach Al -America honors and his No, 2() ome basketball jersey 

In footba1f.s1.John's also won an OVAC cmwn with a 9-! record in JCJ68, with Homvak a'i an All-OVAC 
quarterback. He passed for 14 touchdowns that sea.wn. • 

Recruited for basketball b.)I numerous colleges, he opted for The Ohio State University where he led the 
Buckey1;~ in scoring_ three straight years and earned All-Big Ten Conference honors each year and All-America 

rclfen/~W1b~J :~h~~hool's fourth all-time career scorer with ] ,572 points in 69 games and is a member or 
TI1e Ohlo State Unh·ersity Sports Hall of Fame. 

Homyak was the second round pick. and 26th overall, of the NBA's Cleveland Cavaliers. He wa~ also 
drafted by the AHA Indiana Pacers in U1c fifth round, but didn't compete in the pro ranks. 

Doug Donley (Athlete~ 1970s) 

Doug 1)011/ey (Cambridge High School, Class of 1977) was a three-.1purt standout, 
cxce!linq in foothaH, track and basketbail ond earning the nickname "W!utc Lightning" 
for his hiazing speed. 

On the gridiron, Donley was a three-year letterman at running back for the Bobcats. 
finishing with a career total of2572 rushing yards. He also bod 226 yards receiving and 
I Sl28 yards in kick returns for a career aU•purpose yarullge tnta! of 3,826 yards IU go 
with31 TDs. 

Donley's football accolades included first team All-Ohlo Class AAA (1976) by both 
77,e As,mdatt·d Pres.t and United l'rrss lmcrnmiona/; Eastcm District Class AAA 
"Player of the Year" (1976); and first teum A\1-0VAC Class 4•A (1976). 

In track, Donley won the OVAC Class 4-A championship in the lnng jump as a junior (1976) with a leap 
of 21 ft. 2.5 in. and was a double-winner at the conference meet as a semor (1977) - winning lhe long jump 
(2l-l0.75 11ml !he 22()-yard da~h (22.4 seconds), helping the Bobcats to the OVAC tcnrn title. 

He earned AU-Eastern District in the JOO-yard da,h and was rccogniled as a high school All-American in 
tr.ick. 

Also a standout in basketball, Donley was hampered by a ~boulder injnry but stiil managed to score 10 pulnts 
per contest and had a s(.·hool-rcconl 17•assist game. 

Widely recruited for f1x,1ball, Donley attended 11ic Ohio State Univcrsi1y and earned first team AH-Big Ten 
and honornb!e mention AH-America ru:coladc~ al wide rccdwr (1980), He ranks among the Buckeyes' a!J.time 
Jernllng n.•cdvers in several categories, including career yards per catch (21.2, second); yardage (2,252, fourth); 
touchdowns ( 16, fifth); and receptions ( 106, tied for nintl1). He led the team in n,>ccption~ fmm 1978-80. 

Donley w.is a second round draft choke of Lhc Dallas Cowboys in 1981, playing four years in the NFL. He 
caught 55 passes for 898 yards and four TD~. 

Inducted into the Cambridge High School Hal! of Fame, Donley is president of Advantage GolfTonrnament 
Services in Addl!!on, Texa3. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athlete - 1970s) 

Tim Spencer (St. Clairsville High Schoo!, Class of 1979) ranks will1 the greatest 
running backs ever w grace Ohio Va!ley high sch1x1l gridirons. Spenct:r - who plied his 
tr.ule for legendary coach Geo'tle Strager - rushed tor some 3,144 yards and 511 touch
downs. He scored 338 points during his Red Devil grid career. 

As a senior, the l'umde AH-Americau gained 1,670 y:mfa am! scored 28 touchdowns 
while his junior number:; totale<l 1.280 rushing yanls and 18 touchdmvns. Spencer's top 
prer game came as a senior when he rushed for 306 yards and scored si.l touchdowns 
against Martins f.erry. All told, he scored 40 points in that contest. 

lie was awarded All-OVAC lllld All-Ohio football honors following his junior and 
senior season~. 

Spencer also played baskclball and ran tro.ck for the Red De\'i!s, e,,;celling in the 100- and 2(XJ-meters. 
Aller his pn,p days, Spenl-er matriculated to Columbus to play for Coach Wk Bruce's Ohio State Buckeyes. 
TI1e 6-!, 2W-pounder wa~ a three-year stattcr for the Buckeyes. He finished his career with 3,553 yards 

which still rnnks third on Ohio State's a!!-time rushing chans. 
Spencer kd the Big Ten in ru~hing as II senior with I J71 yards. eighth best i11 the natio11. He was accorded 

A!l-Big Ten honors lwice and was a i;crnnd-team UPI AH-American sekctio11 as a senior. 
He served as the Buckeyes' co-captain as a !ienior and was 1·oted the team MVP that year. lie was al.so named 

MVP of the Holiday Bowl as he rushed for 167 yards and two TDs in osu·s 47-17 win. 
Spencer was the second player selected in the United States football League (USFL) drafl by the Chicago 

Bhti. After a tl1rce-year USFL Mint, he signed with the San Dicgu Chargers where he stark'ti fur four years at 
full hack. 

He gained more than .'i,000 rushing yards and scored 45 toudidowns as a professional. 
Spencer scn·ed as Ohio State's running backs coach fmm 1994 through !he 2003 scuson. He left the 

Buckeyes for an assistant"s role with the Chicago Bears. 

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete - 1980,) 

Mite/, J/annalu (Skyvue High School, Class uf [985) Wi'.IS the epitome of a winner in 
high school as the twn•sport. frmr-vear kttcrman sparked the tiny Go!dcn lla1,ks to t!1e 
state tournament in both ba~ketba!I am! ba.'>eba!J. 

In basketball, Skyvue made the O!ISAA state tournament in Hannahs' junior and sen· 
ior .eastms, finishing us the Class A runner•up in 11}84-85, He was selected first team 
All-Ohio as a senior and second team as a junior and was a two-time first team All• 
Eastern DiMrkl, All·OVAC and Al!·Piont-~r Valley ConferenL-e hmmrec. He also part!c- ; 
ipatcct in lhe Ohio Norlh·Soutl1 A!l·Star cfassic following a senior season where lhc 5- ' 
JO guard averaged more than 22 points per game. ': 

ln basdm!l, the consistent-hitting and sure-handed shortstop helpetl tl1e Hawks to tl1e 
Ohm Class A state dmmpionship as a senior ( 1985) as well as the OVAC and PVC titles. He earned first team 
Al!-Ohio,A!I-Eustem District,A!I-OVAC amt All-PVC ho110PJ and was selected for the Ohln Ba"-Cball All-Star 
Series, 

lie uh;o rcccim! All.Eastern Di:mkt, A!I-OVAC am! All-PVC accolades following his sophomore (1983) 
and junior ( I 984) seasons. 

After r,rnctualion Hannahs _p_ulkct off a rare "double" when his college team - Indiana State University -
adrnm.-ed to the NCAA Divmon I Cu!lcge World Serles in 1986 and that same season, he played for the 
Maynard Po~t 666 team which advanced to the American Le~ion World Series. Hannahs was voted MVP of 
t!1e regimml tournament that ~amn and won the Louisville slugger Award for the highest batting average in 
cm1mamcn1 piny. 

At Iniliana State, Hannahs was a three-time All-Missouri Valley Conference perfonncr {1987-89) and was 
an NCAA Divisitm l All-American following his se11iur 1·car (1989). 

He was a l61h mund drJfl pick of the M1lwankL>e Bl't'wcrs, playing in their fann t~·s.tem from 1989-93. 
Hannahs is cmrently athletic <lirector and head baseball coad1 at Lmcoln Trail College m Robinson, lllimiis. 
He previously ctiaclicd for seven yeaCT; at his alm~ mater - Indiana State Univen.ity. 

Geno Ford (Athlete. 1990,J 

Ge1111 Ford (Cambrillgc High School, C'lnss of 1993) ad1icvcd the ultimate !)()nor 
of a high school baikctbal! player in the state of Ohio when he was sdcctcd "Mr. 
Basletball" followi11g his senior season. 

The 5-8 sharpshooter finished a stdlar four-year career with the Bobcats as Ohio\ 
secnnd all-time kacting scorer with 2,680 points which also stan<ls as the OVAC's 
a!Hhne high"wa!er mark. 

Ford's name also appears Jn 1be OJISAA record hook in lhe following rntcgorks: 
288 free throws made in a season (!991,92), 11rs1 all•time: 697 fr,•e thmws made in 
a career (1989-9."l), first aJ! .. time: and 928 P<,)ints in a sea~on (!'l<Jl-92), seventh 
a!l .. 1ime. 

Playing for his fo!her, highly--successfu\ Cambridge coach Gene forct, Geno eamect AH-Ohio Dil'isioo 
II firi;l !cam accolade,~ following ho!h his junior and scnim seasons. He was also a two-time All-Eastern 
Dimkt Dh·ision II "Player of the Year'' and two-timeAJI-OVAC C'fo~s 4-A firs! team pick. 

Ford went on to become a four-year ktterman at Ohio Uni,·enily. earning All-Mid American 
Conference second team honors as a junior ( 1996) and first (cam plaudits as a senior (l 997). He is the fifth 
u!J.!ime leading: scorer at OU wi!h 1,752 points. One of the most popular player,~ at OU, Fon! helped the 
Bobcats 10 one NCAA 11ml one NIT appear.mce during his rnreer. 

Following graduation. he sened as n g:raduute a:;sis!ant (1998-99) mid assistant coach (!999-200!) at 
Ohio Univcr~ity; wa~ head couch for one season at Division JI Shawnee State University (2()()1--02), 
kucting his team to :1 22, JO record and earning Alllerknn Mideast Conference "Conch of the Year" 
hnnorn: served us an assiotm1t co.id1 at Kent State Univer,i!y ,ince the 2002-03 sea,on. 
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Amy Gamble (Athlete - 1980,) 

,tmy Gambfe (John Marshall High Schoo!, Class of 1982) is 011e of the Ohio Va!ley"s 
greatest fc-ma!e athletes of all time. Gamhk excelled in three sporu - basketball, track 
and wurnen·s handball. 

She became Marshal! County"s first Olympian when xhe competed with the U.S. 
Women"s Handball Team in the 1988 Games hclct in Seoul, Korea. Em-lier. the U.S. 
Wonren were crowned ns champions uf the Pan American Games. 

Gamble was selected as the West Virginia Women's Basketball Player of the Year in 
1982 after leading John Marshall to the state Class AAA cham:J'ionship. She avcrai,'00 
23 points and 18 rebounds on a 22-1 record team which avenge its only loss by dcfeal
ing Elkins in lhe state final$. Captain of the All-State Team. Gamble was a two-time Class AAA first-team 
honoITe. She was chuse11 All-OVAC and All-Valley ll1ree straight years. 

She was the first JMHS girls' basketball pcrfonner lo score more than I /0'.l points and the initial Monan:h 
atblere 10 hnve her ,imcy retired. She scored 1,498 career points. Gamble Wi'.IS ranked as the No. 4 girls' 
basketball player in the coumry her senior season when wns named to the Ptm1,le, Str<'et & Smit/, and US:1 
Todoy All-American teams. 

Recruited by Te1111essee, she played as a backup on the 1983 Lady Vols' squad that finished as !he NCAA 
toumnmcnt runners-op, losi11g to the Oieryl Milkded S(mthern Ca! powerhouse. She left Te11ncssee al the end 
of that season nnd tr.msforn:d to West Virginia Uni1·ersi1y but p!uyed just one season before deciding to try 
team handball. 

After her nppearnnce i11 the Olympics, Gamble returned to ba~ketha!l and enmlled nt the University of 
Arizona. Despite ha Ying just one sea'\tin of eligibility remaining, Grunblc wa~ the terun"s leading =rand 
she earned Padfic- ]!J Confrrence player of the week laurels. 

Her high school trackcarccr was ahu brilliant, as Gamble set numerous invitn!iona) meet and OVACrccords 
in the shO! put and the discus. She established nll•time OVAC standards in both e1·ents nnd wa~ a West Virginia 
Mnte chrunpion iu both events. She was a threc•tlme Al!Naltey honoree, 

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athlete. 1980,) 

Vldi Pullie-Stokes (Wellsville High School, ('lass of 1987) is believed by many 
Wellsville residents to he one of the grealcst athletes in the school's history, attested to 
by her i11duction a~ a member of Wellsville High School's Athletic of Fame innogural 
Class of 2004. 

During her hlgh school career, Pul!ie.,Stok.es collected 15 first-pbce finishes at the 
annual Cal Giffin OVAC Track Champiom,hips and she was selected as the nrea ''Track 
Athlete oflhe Year"' three times, She also earned bol.h.All·Yalley and AJ!.Eastern Di~trict 
laurels fourtime5 each. She was a two-time lo11gjum11champion nt lhe Ohio high school 
state meet and was 3 runner-up in the 2(XJ meten;. 

In volleyball. ;he was twice sekcted :u the team MVP and eatnc(I All.Area (three 
time~). Al!-Eastcrn Di>trict (twice). and AH-OVAC (twice). Three limes she w:u named t(l tlie Al!-Columhiar1a 
County team. 

In basketball. she kd lhe 1987 Lady Tigt-'fS to the state finals. Her 27• l record Wellsville team e11ded one 
of the natio11·s longest basketball s!reaks at !OR when tl1CTigers defeated West llolmcs Jn toumnment p!uy, She 
scored more than I ,400 points nnd collected more than PP 8{XJ reboomb v.hile helping 1he Tigcrs tu a three
year record of 66-8. PulJie .. Stnkes was ,·huse11 OVAC "Player of the Year" that season and was a twu-time 
All .. Ohio honoree, She also earned All-Valley aml AH .. J\rea rerngnitinn three times each on the hardwood. 

All told, she won I I \'nrtity letters and was selected as the American 1..Egltm 1987 Ohio State "Athlete of 
!he Ycai'. She went on to play co!kglate basketball at Ohio State nnd was a member of the 1989 Buckeye~• 
squad that won the Big 1C11 Conference diampiomhi11. She gained personal honors when in 1990 she wa.~ 
selected l'.IS Ohio State·s best defensive player, temn MVP and Blg Ten honorable mention. Twlee. she was 
de~ignated as the conrerence's plarcr of the week. 

A<l<litional!y. Pullie earned a gold medal with the North Team in the 1989 U.S. Olympic Festival, held in 
Nonnan, Okla. 

Stephanie Petho (Athlete. 199-0s) 

Stcpltanic Pttlw (St. John Central, Cfass of 1992) remains !he measuring stkk for 
female bu~kctball greatness iii the OVAC". 

The Fighting Irish thrcc-~ports luminary re-wrote lhe S!. John Central nnd OVAC 
scoring bou~s during her career un Guernsey Street. 'l11e .'i-7 sharpshooter finished 
her four-year career with 2,667 points \\-hkh fa first in conference annals and still 
ranks six!h in the state of Ohio. 

Pe1hu was ru:cordcd fiCT;Heam Al!-OVAC all four years. The Bdlulre nath·e 
earned All-Ohiu honors three years, culminating by being namect lhe state"s Division 
JV "Player of the Year·• following u season in which ohe averaged a staggering 37 .! 
points a game. 

As nj11nior, she tallied 35.9 points per game in leading her Uldy Irish teummates to~ 22 .. 3 record a benh 
in lhe Ol!SAA regional tournament. She w:1s named first team AJI .. Qhio after scoring 910 ~iots that 
wiutcr alone, Pctho twice cracked the 50-poinl pbtcau in a game, scming 57 against Shadyside and 56 
against Toronto. 

Tiie twu-year starter at the Unh-~r,ity of Pittsburgh carried St. folm Central to four OVAC dmmpi• 
On$hips m baskctha!l and an overall 75-16 record. Pcthn was no one-sport wonder, alw :;;tanillg in vnl
kyhall and track during h~r prep career. She earned Al!-OVA,C in volleyball her junior and senior years. 

In trnek. Petho is one of the valley"s all-time £Jent thmwcr:i. earning five OVAC gold medals in the 
weight events - three in the discus a11d !wo in the shot put. Petho tossed the platter a school-rcconl 
121-7 en mute ton regional championship and n third-place showing in the state meet a~ a junior. 

She capped her high sdmol career by bein~ named co-~aledktorfan or her M'nior class and she wc11t 011 
to bcl·ome an Arndcmic All-American at Pitt. While there, ,he led the team in scoring in the 1994--95 
se~.rnn. became the career free throw percentage kader (8 ! .4) and is 14th on the all-time scoring list. 

Rudy Mumley (OVAC 'Fumlly') 

Rudy M11m/ey{Wheeling High School,C'!ass of !936). If Rudy Mumky"s heart Wall 
mcawrcd bv the sit.e of Ins love for his fdlow men and women, 1t never cnulct have lit 
inside his b\ldy. 

Mumley, nn educ~!ur. administrntor. lmmanitarian, dynamic organizer and charity 
fond-raiwr, served LIie OVAC and the re~t of Ohio Valley in many _different but spctfal 
ways. He was a lwo•time president, charter member of the contcrence·s f'oumlation 
Buard, ser~ccton lhc football and basketball commi!!ces and was the organ it.er and hmg• 
time game director of the Ohio-West Virginia Charily Football ClasMc. The mid-snm• 
mer all~star football dash was renam~ct in bis honor m 1986. llc also sen·ed as OVAC 
president cturing the !967-68 schrnil year. To help the game_ get off the ground, Mumky 
once mortgagL-d his home to achieve the financing needed torthe inaugurnl OVAC-sponsored ctmlcst in 197:!.. 
He aho was a great supporter of the OVAC wrcstl1119 tournament. 

A graduate of o!ct Wheeling Hii:h School and \\est Libt:rty State C'olkge with a master's degree from 
WVU, Mumlcy servell in the Air Force during World War II and wus recalled during the Korean conflict. 
He tau~ht ut Pllwha!un, Shadyside and Smlthfield High Schools before being: ap1wlnted prindpal at Wum:11 
Consolidated lli~h in T1!tonsvil!c in 196-1. Rudy later served :rn frincipa! at Ynrhille High. Later, when the 
Buckeye l,i:x:ul School District was fnnncct, he became principa ut Buckeye South and remained there until 
his rccin:me11t in 1!)7()_ 

Mumlcy. who Wi'.IS born in 1918 and diect in 199'!, also provided great service to the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club und his college alma mater, West Liheny State, Rudy was a mcmOCr of the 0-~ppcr Dan 
Board of Directors for some 25 yearn and wa~ banquet co.dmirman >i.t times. At West Liberty, he earned a 
rare hunor as a oon•alhkte when he was inducted into the :ocluxil\Athletk Hal! of Fame in 1985. He was pres
ident of the Hilltoppt.'l""S" A!umni Association and the Foundation. Among the numenlll.!I honors he received 
include: the Robert McKel1·cy Award and Man of the Year honors from the Dapper Dan Club; WLSC Guld 
and Black Achi~vement Award anti the C'olkge Prcsid<:n(s Award. along v.-i!h the Warwood Lions Club's 
Citizen of the Year Award in 1981. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Agnes Timmons (OVAC 'Family') 

Ag11es 1immonY {Scio High School, Class of 1942). This Octogenarian stilrted coach
ing pickup girb' basketball teams ut Hames ville High School in 1946 when there were no 
school-sanctioned girls' programs for member schools of the OVAC. She was a girls' 
physical education teacher at tl1e time, after having graduated from Denison University in 
brnnvil!e, Ohio. 

Timmons considered it prut of her job as a phys ed teacher to orwiniz.e whatever atl1lctic 
teams she could because she wanted the girls to have some compel!!io11 and c~perience t11e 
fon of playing mga11izci.l sports. She would join with teachers from other schooh in the 
area interested in doing lhe same thing to schedule games. lliey also bud to hire their own 
officials and provide tr,msportation to the game sites. 

Timmons left teaching afkr 1948 to begin raising a family. After ha\·ing four children, she returned to her 
teaching and ooaching career at BamesvJJle in 1962. Timmons coached vol!e;'bal\ and basketball even though it 
wasn't until June of 1972 that Title IX was enacted, demanding equal sports opportunities for girb. She was asked 
by then OVAC eMSCutivc secretary Sam M11nilcy to host and serve a'! director of the first conference volleyball 
championship tournament whlch wa~ held at Bame,vil!e High. Timmons coached ba~kctball and track until well 
intn the 1980's, but continued her dutles with the volleyball team until her retirement from teaching in 1991, She 
also coached softball for une year when her daughter played because Ilic talented youth also wanted to compete 
as a member of the tr.;ck and field team. The school district would only permit thut to happen if Timmons coached 
both spurn, which she did. 

Even today, Timmons remains dose to the Barnesville athletic program. Tlmmgh thii; past season, she served as 
the annount.'Cl" for the Shamrocks' boys am! girls basketball games, as well Wi for the home vol!cybal! matches. She 
also has been the auu(lllncer am! part of the committee for the OVAC volleyball tournament for over 30 years. Last 
winter, the then 80-year--old Timmons was called back into the coaching ranks when Barnesville needed someone 
to help 0111 with the \"O!leyball squad. Agnes coached the jayvccs and thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

Her tr.tek tenm.'i were perennial contenders for OVAC litles and several volleyball teams advanced to lhe district. 

Bob Burton (Couches) 

Ri,bert W. (IJ11b) lJurti,n {MaguoUa High School, Class nf 1957) coached several 
sports at Paden City High School, but is must remember for a sparkling 38-year 
career as head boys' basketball coach (1963-2001) where he amassed a record of 
554-327. 

During his tenure, the Wildcats won 21 sectional championships; eight regional 
titles; finished ns state runner-np twice (1972 and '82) and captured the West 
Virginia Class A champioushi11 twice (1973 and '87). Paden City had 28 winning 
seasons under Burton, including nine 20-win campaigns, and won five OVAC Class 
Achamplnnsbips (1971, '75, '92, '93 and '94). 

Burton received the West Virginia "Coach of the Year" honor ln 1986 and was se!~"Cted to cnach in tl1e 
OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic several times as well as the West Virginia North-Suuth All-Stur Game 
iu 1987. He was n member nf the West Virginia Basketball Coaches Association, the State Coaches 
Committee nnd the OVAC Basketball Committee. 

Bunon also served us an ussistaut coach in football al Paden City for 18 years, serving on the Wildcats' 
staff during two state championship seasons (1970 and '79); coached track for more than 30 years, 
winning several OVAC Class A and Intra~State League diampinnships; coached cruss country for two 
years and golf for one sC11son; was assistant baseball coach for three years; and spent mnrc than a decade 
as athletic director. 

As an athlete, Burton was a three-sport athlete at Magnolia, earning all-West Vtrginia honors in foothall 
in 1955. At the college level, he was also a three-sport performer, playing foothall at Kent Stare University 
and then football, basketball and tennis after tramferriug to West Liberty State College where he grw.luatcd 
in 1961. He then received a mastc(s degree in education from West Virginia University in 1968. 

John 'Corky' Vrotsos (Coaches) 

10h11 "Corky"Vr/JJ$ll! {Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1946) not only initiated 
the sport of wrestling at his alma mater, he quickly established himself as nne uf the 
premier mat coaches in conference history. 

Vrntsos guided the Pmp!e Rider grapplcrs from !957-68, leading his team tu seven 
ennsccutive OVAC Tournament championships (1961-67) along with si! straight Ohio 
District Tunrnamcnt tltles. His teams finished ranked in the top 10 iu the state four times 
(1959, '60, '63 and '64) and the best finish at the state tournament was a fifth place 
effort in I 9611. 

During his teu11re, Vrutsos coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Ohio State 
Tournament qualifiers, including IO state place-winners and one state champion ( 175-
poundcr Jnbn Scordos iu 1964). Ferry's dual meet record during the Vrotsos years was 85-20-1, including 
unbeaten sea.~uns in 1964 and '67. 

1hc initial inductee into t11e Martins Ferry High Schnol Wrestling Hal! of Fame in 1994 and the 1978 
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling To11rnamcot's "Mr, Mat. Award"', he served as tournament director for the 
OVAC, set1ional and district tournaments after yielding the coaching post. 

In addition to &erving as head wrestling coach, Vrntsos was also an assistant in football am! track for the 
Pu,ple Riders. He was on the football staff during Ferry·s run of three ctmsccutive undefeated seasnus (1959-
61) and four OVAC championships (also 1963). 

As an athlete, he was a three-year lcttemian in football and basketball at Martins Ferry. In footlmU, he was 
a center•liuebacker under legendary coach Fred Thomas. playing center and linebacker on the 1944 and '45 
OVAC championship squads, earning all-conference "AA" honors us a senior. He played guard in basketball 
under coaches Floyd Baker and Ralph Gartrell. After serving in the army, Vrntsns !hen attended West Libeny 
State Cnllege,grad11ating in 1951. He was a tbn:e-year varsity football player for the Hill toppers and n mem
ber nftwo undefentcd teams tlmt played in bowl games. (Smokey Mountain Bowl and Pytbiau Bowl). 

Walter Heil (OITidals) 

ll\llter lleil (Bellaire High, Class of 1923) was regarded as une of the deans of 
Ohio Valley officiating thanks to a career that spanned some 38 years and lnmlved 
three sports. 

He began a~ a baseball umpire in 1926 then added football in 1928 and basketball 
in 1929, working countless games until finally hanging up his whistle at the age of 62. 

Heil officiated football nod basketbal\ at the high school, collegiate 11nd prnfes
sinnal levels. He worked five West Virginia High Schon! State Tournaments, five 
West Virginia Catholic High School State Tournaments and three West Virginia 
Intereollegiate Athletic Conference Tournaments. He also officiated in the semi-pro 
Continental Football League, which featured the Wheeling lronmen. 

He was a member of the Ohin Valley Boord uf Officials, the West Virginia Officials Association and the 
iflternational Association nf Approved Baskethall nffida!s and was 

honored for length nf service by each nf these organii.atious. 
After retiriug as an ac1ive official, Heil 11ssumed the role of commissioner nf both basketball and foot

ball officials for the Ohio Vnl!ey Athletic Conference, a position he held from 1965-70. 
He was a charter member of the Bellaire High Athletic Wall of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the 

OVAC's Robert Dawsou Orficia\s'Award. 
Heil worked for Weirton Steel Cu,puratlon aud was a resident of Yorkville until his dClllh in 1970. 
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Doug Huff (Media) 

Doug JfujJ(Magnolla High School, Cla,s of 196!). This native of New Maninsvil!e 
has been \\-Titmg sports si_nce the age of 12, his first ".1nb" being witl1 the \Vetzel 
Democrat, a weekly paper III his home town. Huff joined The !J1tel/ig,mce1· as associate 
sports edi!or ln 1967, a J!(lSition he held until 1978 when he was named as that paper's 
sports editor, remaining 111 thatJ;:isltiun unlll his retirement in 1999, He previously was 
~;~: i~d;.T;;1ul~~~~irmo11t 1111es and worked on the sports staff of the Dominion 
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Awards and the AH-OV Scholar,Athlete se!ectiuns. He compiled Ohio Valley and West 
Virginia record$ for football. basketball l!lld baseball, along with historic11l material ou OVAC schools. coach
es and athletes. Since 197'), he has been the Executive Secret~Treasurcr of the W.Va. Sports Writers 
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Sports Writers Association. 
Amnng the numerous honors he has achieved ind11de: iuduction into the National High School Sports Hall 

of fame ( 1999); state sports writer nf the year nine times; West Virginia University School of Journalism P.I. 
Reed Life Achievement Award (1999): Mtftnolia Hi~h School Athletic Boosters Life Achievement Award 
gi':!J:R~~~· KfcYrJ\!ri1:~smt,~l~n eue More muse Award (1992); Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 

He is the author of ?ports in West Virginia, "A Pictorial History" (1979) and also of the National High 
School Fnotball and Basketball Record Books (2{)()]-2!Xl2). Dou!;! also co-nuthured "Huw to Watch Sports no 
TV, .. And Enjoy It." Since 1975. he has been II high school contributing editor of Street and Smith magazine 
and compiles their pre-scasun schoolboy All-America teams for football. boys' basketball and baseball. 
Although retired from The Jnte!l, he continues tn snbmit a much-read and enjoyed weekly column. Doug also 
serves as the national rankings and records editor for Student Sports Inc., and coordinates foutba!l and bop 
basketball selections for Parade and EA Sports. 

George Stragcr (Coaches) 

George Strnger(McKecsport, Pa. High School.Class of 1943) has often been called 
the .. dean" of Ohiu Valley high school football coaches thanks to II highly-successful 
career that spanned some 38 years (1950-87) 111 five different schools. He posted a 
carcercoachmg record or 246 wins, 115 losscs and 15 ties which stood as the all-lime 
valley rccurd until eclipsed in 2004 by Jay Circostu of Woodsfield/Monroe Ccntml. 

Strdger·s coaching career began in !950 at th1y Sistersville High School, compiling 
a 42-22-3 record in seven seasons tl1ere and leading the Tigers tn the West Virginia 
Class A state championship iu 1953. He moved ou to Clarksburg Notre Dame High for 
four years us he11d football and basketball coach (1957-60), going 24-!0 on the Rrid
iron and leading the baskctba!l team to the West Virginia Class A state semifinals. Next 
came a three-year stint at Wheeling Central Catholic (1961-63) which featured two undefc11ted regular 
seasons and a mark of 21-9- I. TI1e 1962 team lost tn Charleston Catholic in the inaugural West Virglnla 
Catholic State Championship game, but the next year Strager's team avenijed thut Joss to win the crown. Up 
next was a five-year stay at Cambridge lligh (1964-68), pnstinl!'. a 25-23-~ record. 

He then began n !cgeudary 19-year run at St. Clairsville High m 1969, turning his trademark "belly series" 
tu a record of 134-51-9 there. His Red Devil teams pmtc<l three undefeated seasons (1969, '77 and '85) and 
the 1983 s9uudeamed the schnol's first•evertrip tu the OHSA A playoffs and the 1986 team advanced to the 
state semifmals before losing a heart-breaker to Chagrin Falls Kenston. 

Stragcr·s top honors ind11dcd iuduction intn the Ohiu High School Football Coaches lfaU of Faine in 
1998; Ohio Valley football Coaches Assodatiou I !all of Fame in! 991; selection us OVAC Coach of the Year 
in 1979 and '87; ru1d recognition by the Dapper Dan Club of the UpperOhiu Valley in 1992. He also coached 
in the OVAC AH-Star Charity Football Classic twice {!972 and '87). 

A graduate of Salem College, Strnger passed away in 1990, but his memory lives on in the fonn of the 
George Stragcr Memorial Football Camp nnd Scholarship Program as well as the "George Strager Evening 
with the Stars" diuner held in conjunction with the OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic. 

Chester Grossi (Officials) 

Che$terGrvssi (Weir Jfr,h School, CIUS$ of 1940) began officiating in 1942, claim
ing to be "drafted" into oiifciatius hy fellow honoree Walter Heil because many offi
cials haU been lost due to the military draft. 

His love of sportll saw him enter the world of officiating, nnt only in football, but also 
in basketball and baseball. He retired from officiating in 1987 after 45 years. During 
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Virginia Cathollc State basketball ruid football playoff games as well as games iu the 
West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Cunfcrcnce and the Uniti.-d Footba!l Leapue. He 
is a life member oftlie Ohio Valley Board of Officials and the West Virgiuia roothall 
and Basketball Officials' Assodallon. He was the 1997 recipient of the OVAC's Rubert Dawson Officials' 
Award and was honnred hy the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 

As an athlete at Weir, Grossi played football for coach Cari Hamill from 1936-39 and during that time, the 
Red riders won 27 straight games. He received a foothill scholarship to West Liberty State College where he 
played for Coach Joe Bartel! in 1941 aud after World War II. 
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in 1960. He remains active in many civic, fraternal ruid service mganizations. He is president of the Wdrtonlan 
Lodge of the Italian Sons and Daughtcni nf America, serves on the Board of Directors of the Fratemal 
As11ociation and is an honornry national president uf ISDA; n member nfthe board of the Upper Ohio Valley 
Italian Heritage Festival: the Weirton Council 3734 Knights of Columbus and an officer of their Fourth 
Degree; a life member of Pn~t JO of the American Leglon; board member of Crunp Fire USA; the Weirton 
Elks; and fa a member of the West Liberty State College Foundatinn·s Final!ce Committee, Hall of Faine 
Committee, Hi!ltoppers Athletic Club and a life member nf the Alumni Associatinn. 

He was iud11cted intn the West Liberty State College Hal! of Fame and was honored hy the West Virginia 
Northern 

Alex Groza (Athlete~ I940s) 

Alex Grow (Martins Ferry High School,Cluss of 1944). This 6-foot-7. 220-ponndcr 
led the Purple Riders to two straight undefeated regular seasons in basketball and to 
the Ohio state tournament bnth years. Martins Ferry finished 24-1 in 1943 and 26-1 the 
following 6eason. The Purple Riders won the first OVAC Class AA baskctba!J 
championship in 1944- as Gruza scured II valley record 628 points {a mark later broken 
by 2004 OVAC Ha!! of Fame inductee Ken Alessi). Grom scored 41 vs. TIitonsvilie. 
He WWI an all-conference and a!l-Ohio first-team i;e]cctiou. 

Ale:,; was the top scorer and rebounder nn the Universi1y of Kenlllcky's "Fabuluus 
Five," which won back-to-back NCAA titles in 1948 nnd '49, with Grni.a being named 
the tournament MVP both years. He was a three-time all-Southeastern Conference 
choke and II twe>atime consensus All-American. He set 22 individual SEC records. Groza still ranks seventh 
on Kentllcky's all-time scoring list with 1,744 points. Alex's jersey number (15) was retired by the school. 
Groi.a and four nf his UK teammates - Ralph Bcartl, Wallace Jones, Cliff Barker and Kcnoy Ro!Uns -
wnn a gold medal as U.S. Olympians at the Lundon Gatncs in 1948. Groza, in (949. was named the Helms 
Foundation Basketball Player of the Year. In a 1950 Associated Press nationwide poll of sports writers select
ing the leading athletes of the half-century, Alex was chosen us one of tlie five top-r4ted basketball players. 

In the NBA, Groza averaged 22.5 points in 130 pm gnmes with the Indianapolis Olympians in 1950 and 
'SI. He coached Bellanninc (Ky.) College from 1959 thrnugh 1966. The school had never won a basketball 
championship before Groza 's tc1111re. He led tlie Knights to the Kculllcky Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
regular season and tournament title in 1963, after which he was named the Jcag11e coach of the year. 

Gruz.a later served as business manager and then assistant to the president of the ABA's Kemucky 
Coloueb before becoming general manager of the San Diego Couqnistadors until the franchise folded. He 
then served as GM ofa professional volleyball tcllm. fnr one year before joinlng Reynolds Metals in 1977 as 
a reginnal sales manager. 

Gruz.a died nflung cancer at his home in Sru1 Diego on Jrumary 21, 1995. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (Athlete. 1950,) 

Charles L. "Chuck" Howley (Warwrnxl High School, C'!as$ of 1954) was a firnt team 
all-West Virginia and all-OVAC tackle in 1953. He lettered in football, basket!mll and 
bascha!l. A.~ a teenager, he also competed for an independent All-America boys 
gymnastics group. 

TI1e West Virgmia University graduate is still the only Mountaineer athlete to letter in 
fi\'e sports - football, gymnastics, wrcsdini;::, track and swimming. In football he played 
guard, center, and linebacker while carmng A!l-Southcm Conference !alll'l.'!s !/tree 
straight years. Also the long snapper on special teams, Howley was selected as a third
team AU-American his senior year. Howfey, at 6-2, 220 pounds, was cmt,idered to be 
one of the fastest linemen in WVU history. lie started in three college all-star games -
East• West Shrine Game, Senior Bowl and lhe College Football AH-Star G:lllle. He lettered for the 
Mount.1incers 011 the trnmpoli11e in gymnastics. a heavyweight in wrestling, sprinter and weightman in lnu:k 
and a diver in swimming. In 1957, Howley was selected as ll\e West Vlrginia Amateur Athlete of the Year. 

lie was iUl NFL first-round draft choice ( !958) of the Chicago Bears - only ll1e third Mountaineer select
ed in the opening round. He played a year and n half in Cliirngo before being ~idelincd by a serious knee 
injury. Howley was back home in Wheeling working at u gas station in 1%1 when the expansitm Da!las 
Cowboys trnded two drJft picks for him. The ex-Bear decided to give it one more try and wound up >tarting 
at outside linebacker 12 years for the Cowboys. earning all-pro laurels six times. He starred in two Super 
B()w!s. llie 1971 game oaw Howley intercept two passes and recover a fumble to cam MVP honors in a 
16-13 loss to the Baltimore Colts. lk remains the only player on a losing team to be selected as the Super 
Bowl's most valuable player. In 1972, he helped the Cowboy> win Super Bowl VI over the Miami Dolphins 
by intercepting a Hob Griese pass to set up a touchdown. 

Howky is a member ()f llie \Vest Virgmia Sports Writern Association, WVU, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Club and City of Wheeling halls of fame. 

Mike Sherwood (Athlete. 1960,) 

Mike Sfwni~wd /Bellaire High School, Class of 1967). TI1is soft-spoken athletic 
great rntcs with Bellaire l:lii;~·s all-llme stalwarts Jn both football nnd basketball, 

He quarterbacked !he !9oo Big Reds lo a')· I season IIS a scmor for coach Don Aul!. 
It remams arguably one oftlie best prep grid teams in Ohio Valley history. Shen-vood 
led the OVAC whit 20 TD passes llmt fall as he completed 73 of I IO passes for a 66.4 
percentage and am11Sscd more llmn I ,4{KJ yards with only four intcrccptmns. 

He was just as unpressive on the hardwood for legend~ coad1 Claire Cribbs. The 
sweet-shooting 6-1 guard wa~ a tw(ryear starter for the Big Reds and surpas~ed the 
1,000-point plateau while eaming AH-Ohm honors. lie averaged 25.J points a game in 
leading _the Big Reds to a 174 record, As njunior, he uvernged 25 point~ per game. He 
poured 111 a career··h1gh. and school-record. 5g JX!ints ar:amst Guemsey Street rival St. 
John Central. He was also selected for the Ohlo North:Sou1h Basketball Classic. 

Following his i!lustrious l!fCP career, Sherwood accepted a f{K!lba!l scholarship 10 West Virginia 
Universitv, where his father earlier played, After competing on the freshman team. he started at 11uartcrback 
for three SC:a.wns. As n sophomore, he passed for sume 2.0IK) yards while establishing u school record with 
416 yards against rival Pitt, cou,p!eting 27 of 37 pusses. He firnshed the year ranked I !th in the nation, aver
aging 198 passing yard.q a game. The Mountaineers went 7-3 that fo!L Shen-vnod led !he Mountaineers to a 
25-7 ITL'Ortl 111 !us three vears. including a 10•1 mmk and a Peaclt Dow! win his senior season. He still rnnh 
among WVl! career kailcJ1i in total nftCnse, passmg yards,J'ass cumpletions and attempts, TD passes, pass-
ing efficiencv and L'ompletion percentage. He was sdectc to p!ay m the 1970 B!ue-GraJ Game and won 
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After gra1ilrntion, he stayed on at WVU und w;is a graduate assistant for btibby Bnw<lcn and Frnnk 
Cignetti. lie went to Bethany Cnl!ege to serve aq offensive coonlinator from 1974-78 under his high school 
rnach. Don Ault. Sherwood returned lo his prep alma mater, servin,g :is the Big Reds' head coach from 1980-
84, registering a 26-12-2 record. Ile was mimed Eastern District Coach of the Year in 1982. He became the 
school's athletic director Jn 1984 and is curremly !he !ugh school principal. 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Athlete. 1910,) 

John f'illiez (Mngn()lia High Schoo!, 1973). The first OVAC nll1lcte to earn AII-W, Va. 
first team honors in football, baskethul! nnd basehu!l also set an NCAA pass receiving 
record at Marshal! University, 

Nicknamed "Fuzzy" because nf his bushy red hair, t11e Blue Eagles' wide recelver
ddcnsivc back kd the Ohio Valley in pass receiving yards his last two seasons and coded 
hls career with 81 catches for 1,434 yards and 16 touchdowns in regular season play, In 
hls senior season, Magnolia wem IU-2 willt a state Class AA runncrup finish to 
Ravensw,xxi. 

He teamed with Magnolia's all-state quarterback Brian Book to krul the W. Va. Al!· 
Stars I() a vkturv over Ohio in the annual OVAC All-Star game at V..11.eding lsliUJd. 

In basketball, the guard avcrngcd 19 points a game and earned all-state honors after lhe Blue Eagles were 
state "AA" runncrup to Gruy. 

In ba.'\Cball, the outfidder batted .352 and completed his nlJ.-star trifocta will1 All-Valley, and all-state 
honors in three sports. 

Re,,.witc.! for football by Mariliall, West Virginia, Virginia Tech, Pin and Penn State, the 5-1 I, 175"Pllllnder 
signed early with WVU, hut opted for Marshall where he Jed lhe Thundering Herd in pass receiving for four 
Mraight years and set school records with 168 catches for 1,954 yards nnd 14 TDs. His reception total ranked, 
at the time, eighth among a!Hime NCAA Division I receivers. Starting four years, he set a then-NCAA recnrd 
by catching passes in 42 straight games, He broke the mark set by lkisman Trophy winner Johnny Rodgers 
from Nebraska. Automobile bumper stickers supporting Ille police showed up Ill. Herd games, where ll1ey had 
a different meaning. lbey read: "I Lnve the Fuu." The team en-captain was a two-time AH-Arm:rica honor
able mention choice and a first team National lndepemlcn! All,Star honoree. 

Fil!iez also wa.~ selected :is the Mate Amateur All1kte ofll1e Year in 11J76, In 1985, he was inducted into the 
Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. Fil!icz currently reside~ in De fa ware, Ohio. 

Dee Davis (Athlete~ 1980s) 

Det Davis (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1981 ). The first OVAC girls' uth
kte to cam first team AII-W. Va. honors llaee times set Ohio Valley and state scoring 
reconls which remain on the hooks after a quarter of a century. Overall, she sci three 
OV and three W. Va. s..-oring standards. 

Athn:c-yearWhceling Park standout.she scored a school recurd 1,854 polms inc!ud• 
ing 716 for u 32.5 average as a senior. She was named state ~Player of the Year'' and 
captain of the Class AAA all-state team for lhe 1980 season. She scored a school-record 
55 points vs. Weirton Mrulonllll and set a state tournament Cla1s AAA scoring recnrd 
which remains on the books after 27 years. She tallied 43 points vs. Greenbrier East a~ 
a sophomore in 1978. In two state toum:llllent games llmt yenr, she scored 76 points 
including!] of 14 free throws. 

Davis led Park to a state Class AAA runner-up spot as a senior when she also charted 104 >!cal.~. 71 assists 
and H7 rebounds. After the season, ~he was MVP in the state North-South game where she scored 30 points. 
She eamed All-America mention in Street & Smit!i"s and Converse magazines. 

At Park, Davis ulao starred as a pHeher-shortstup on the first varsity S()ftba!l teams and eamcd all-state 
recognitinn frum !he W. Va. Couches Association. 

She signed a basketball scholarshi11 t() TennesRCe Tech wberc she played for two seasons before finishing 
hercnl!ege career at West Virginia University. In her two seas,;ms will1 the Mnuntalrn:ern, she :.ervcd as team 
co-captain in 1986 with Georgeann Wells, the first woman to dunk in a col!ege basketball game. In D11vis' 
junior season, WVU recorded its second-ever 20-win scns<m with n 20-10 mark. 

She a!so played basketball witlt a U.S. All-Stnr team in England and scored 150 points for a 21.4 average. 
Davis has completed her 13th year as head girls' basketball cnnch at her alma mater Park. She bas guided 

the Patrinl~ into sb state tournaments und won back-In-back Class AAA championships in 1998-99 nnd 
became the first female to win the all-sport.'I "OVAC Coach oftlie Year" award. The Wheeling resident also 
coaches sofllmll. 
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Dick Miller (Athlete - 1950,) 

s1af!~::f(~bV'Ateelirtf~~~~l f:C~;~~1f1m~:~rr'.ii\f~:r;~G1lt;:Jut;{~~fur ~ii~ 
Manxm Knights. MiWer led Central Catholic lo the confcrellce and West Virg1111a E:'atholic 

lll~t:~~:\~~~rei;\~:;:~:~2r, ~it; ~;n~~~'.lf.i~ Uc~~~~ t~c~i;/~~ 
51 yearn until it wa.i lfcsted 6y David Contraguerm, a four"year Jeitcnnan for lhe Mamon 
Kmghts. Cnntn1gucrm·s re.:ord WIIS latt:r toppled by a Central girls" ha.,ketball 1,'l'Cal, ,, 
Kayleen Fitzsimmons. Miller also had a game high of 30 pomts in a West Virgmia• ,,,"I: 

~m~~fu:~1i. ¥195i • ~ri~~-~n~
0
~~1a~li~ntea~h~

0 
st;~~ \;:lethullviJ;og ~} 

!he year. lie alw was a ~tandnot perfom1er in football and baseball in high sd1oof ~re was a "T' formation qu.ar
tcrliack as a foothul! performer arnl a shortstopipHcher on tlte baseball team. 

Recruited by tlte Um1·ersity uf Wisconsin on a ba.d.:et_ball ~cholarship, Miller wa.~ the Badgers' starting point 
guard for two years. Nicknamed 'The Cat" because ofh1~ qmdme~s. Dick al'ernged [(} pomts per game m Dig 
Ten play,_ toppmg the 30-poln! mark three times during his career. In I 956. he set a conference record for lhe most 
cnn:;ecut1ve t'ree throws mat.le. cunverting 2(} in a row m-er two _wnsecu!il'e gamea. Miller also excelled WI a floor 
ka<ler and defensive pla1·er. He was voted as the team MVP his senior year. Ahhtmi;h drafted by the New York 
Kmds in 1956. Miller dmse to play AAU basketball. He was voted I() the AAU Ali-America team after (!artic
iraung in tlte National T()umament held in Denver where he led the Milwaukee Allen Bradley Team to a fourth 
place finish._ Miller p!ayi..'11 two .easons with the Phi!lips Oilers m the National Industrial Ba.~ktbal) League arnl 
nne season 111 the lidcwatcr Basketball Assodatkm where he averaged 22 point~ per game and was voted the 
league\ MVP for llie 1962-63 ~ea.~1111. 

11-tillcr played ba.,cbaJI one year at Wisconsin, hitting .333 iUJd playing second base. Because a shoulder injury 
in high sdiool limHed his !hruwing ability. he gave up hu.'IChul! after one sca.1on to concentrate on basketball. 

llis athletic career then continued in a different sport as he took up handball (four-wall) and in his first year, 
he wtm Uie No!th and South Camhna Open Single~ Championship. He ,w11t nn_to win numerous singles title~ 
throughout tlte Southeast, indadinf" two national singks age group champiombips. lie finally ended hi~ com
pe!itive career in!(}% at the age o 61. 

Terry Snively (Athlete - 1960s) 

Lance Mehl (Athl,t, • 19111,) 

lanct Mehl (Bellaire High School, Class of 1976). A three-sport team captain for 
the Big Reds, Mehl was also an AU-Valley fonthull linebacker and baseball first base
man as well as a center in basketlm!L 

He eamed All-Ohio football honors for coaclt Juke Olsavsky while serving as CO• 
captain ufthe !97.5 team which went 9-1. He played in lhc Ohio North-Soulh game in 
Columbus and turned in a sparkling defensive effort for lhe SoU!h all-stars. 

Recruited by Penn State University for fontbal!, he wa~ cited by cm11:h Joe Patcmo 
and defensive coordinntor Jerry Sandusky as "one of the best inside linebackers" ever 
to play for 'Linebacker U', 

Mehl was the leading tackler for the unbeaten 1978 Ni!tany Lion team which bowed 
to Alabama, 14-7 in the Sugar Bowl and probably cust PSU from being declared national duunpion, In tltat 
game, he led Lion defenders with 17 stops. including 11 una.1sisted tackles. 

Aftcrlhat juninr season, be was named !he "Man of the Year" by tlte llpper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
and is nne of only three college athletes to receive that honor. 

The PSU defensive en-captain also led the Lions in tackles as a senior und eamed second team All• 
Am~iica honors hy llic Associated Press and United Press lntematin11a]. 

Mehl was drafted in the Nll.'s thin! round by the New York Jets an<l played nine years before hb career 
was cut short with a recurring knee injury, 

He was the Jets' leading defender from Jg82,86 before a knee injury. ·nic Jets' defensive signal-caller 
recorded 172 total tm:kks ( l05 solos und 67 assists) in 1984. In 1983, he intercepted seven pa~:;es and picked 
uff 15 career interceptions. 

Mehl was selected to llie Pro Bowl after the 1985 season when be recolUed 115 tackle.~, 43 assists and 
three pass interceptions. 

After hls NFL career ended, he returned to the Ohio Valley nnd resides in Si. Clairsville, 

Brian Swisher (Athlete - 1980s) 

Brian Swiliher (Sister~vi!le High School, Class of (982). l11e 5-7, 145-pound 
dynamo became the first three-time first team A!l-W. Va. foolba!l ho11orec in Tyler 
County 11S be led Sistersville High to back-In-back state Class Adum1pim1ships in 1980 
and 'SL 

Swisher led the Tigers to a ! 3-0 record in 1981 as he set an Dido Valley and W. Va. 
record for scoring by a lineman with 26 touchdowns (receiving, rushing, re!ums) and 
156 points. He was runner•up for the Kennedy Award a.~ state player of the year and 
was accorded the lion! Award as state Lineman of the Year. E.-1. ...... J.;.LJ 

He set season and career pass receiving matks in the Obin Valley and averaged 39.2 
yards nu kicknffrctums and 20.2 yanison punt returns. He ulso was productive on end·arnund rushing plays. 

Swisher, who set an OV record by catching passes in 36 cnnsecutive games - every ganie be started, His 
career regular season totals were !26 rei..--cptions for 2,174 yan.ls and 23 TDs. 

He led the OV in regular seasun pa\s receiving yards for I g8() {681 yanls on 4 7 catches) and 1981 (9()6 
yanis and 14 TDs on 53 receptions). As a sophomore. lie landed 26 passes for 582 yards. 

Swisher was a ll1rcc-time Al!-OVAC and AU-Valley honoree as well as all-West Virginia three limes. 
In llte spring, he competed in track as a 100 and 200-meter sprinter, !<mg jumper and relay memher. He 

won eight mdividua\ medals in three state Class AA meets - n first in tl1e !<Kl as a sophomore, six seconds 
and a third. and was a member of n first pince 4x](Kl relay team. He tied a state mee! AA JOO-meter rec{ml 
with a 10.9-sccornl mark in the 1981 trials. 

He signed a football scholarship with Marshall University and played four sea.sons, including three years 
as a starting wide receiver. He landed !06 passes from 1982°85 for 1,617 yard~ and 14 touchdowns< He wa.~ 
Marslm!l's leading receiver in !9H3 witl1 32 catches for 560 yards and three scores, He also was a Herd track 
sprintl'l". 

Swisher currently resides in Lewis Center, Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athlete. 1990,) 

Joey Galloway (Ilc!lairo High School, Clan or 1990). This Big Re.ls' four-sports per
fonner has excelled on the prep, collegiate am! professional levels. 

TI1e mcn:ury-bec!etl wide receiver was an AU-Ohio griddcr for coach John Magistro 
before a spark.Ung = at Ohio State Unlversity. After hls Scurlett & Gray rulys, 
Galloway was a first round draft pick by ll1e Scaule Scaliawks of the National Foothall 
League. 

Gallnw.iy rewrote the Ohio Valley reconi books for pass receiving vards with 2.332 and 
touchdown receptions with 27. He curled with 108 career •atches. 111e·s.9 explosive gume-
breaker helped lead the Big Reds to !he OVAC 3-A football tltk his junior year, p!aym0 an i 
integr.tl role in the 9·1 campaign. He landed 43 passes for 973 yards and 13 TIJs that ?all. 
Galloway was a three-time AII-OVAC and All-Valley honoree and was named AH-Ohio second team in Division 
Ill as a senior. 

In ba&kci:ball, he wa.~ just as dominatin_g as a point guard. Galloway was a starter for three straight OVAC 
championship lcatllll for coach Gene Ammir.mtc. He earned AII-OVAC, All-Valley and All-Ohio hooors. 

The springtime saw Galloway serve the Bifi Reds as an infielder on the baseball diamond, but it was on the 
oval where he made an even bigger impact. Ga11oway claimed the stale Division It JOO-meter and 200 ~tate sprint 
titles as a senior. 

The Bellaire Bullet then took his mnazi_ng atltletle ~kills to Columbus, starring for John Cooper 011 the grid• 
iron. He WIL'l honored 113 nn A!I-Bi,g Ten wide receiver as a junior-a season in whkh he grabhL'll 47 passes for 
946 yardtl. His career totals at Ohio State were !08 receptions for 1,894 yards and 19 TDs. Galloway finished 
wlth 2,754 all-p~ yards and wa~ the team's co-captain ln 1994. He was an All-Big Ten Academic honoree 
in 1991, 1993 and 1994 while earned the National Football Foundation Scholarship in 1994. lk earned a degree 
in business/rmukl.'ling. 

Galloway was theellhthovcral!J'ick in the 1994 NFL Draft. He!layed five seasons with the Sealmwks, catch
ing 283 passes for 4,4 7 yanls an 37 1Ds. In his best season in cattle, he collared 72 passes for I P,-19 yards 
uni:! 12 TDs. He left Seattle for lhc Dallas Cowboys and is now a member of the 'fompa Bay Bucumecrs. 
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Ron Mauck (OVAC 'Family') 

m:nicy =~ ~:~~rec: t!~ttli~1~:
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iwl;cst high school events of it> kind in the entire rnuntry. since f 979_ This higbly-ref.anl➔ 
cd ctuunr.mnship wai renamed as tlie Ron Mauck OVAC Wrcs!ling Tournament in -1Xl6. 

A pupil of the late George Kova!lck, an OVAC Hall of Farner and considen.'d to be the 
patriarch uf high school wrestler i11 the Ohio Valley, Mauck also establisht.-d the confcr-

~1:~ ~uti!: 'Wr~N~~~li~;t~:(~~~~ ~~~~!~~lt~::rTh~eti~'?ti/t:e~::a~ 
volunteer on the st/lr;rfor NAIA and NCAA Division II championships (hosted by West 
Liberty State College) held in Wheeling. In addition to his duties with the conference mat 
tournament, Mauck was a lung-time member of the Rudy Mum!ey OVAC Charity All
Star Football Cla>sic. He was assistant game director and later seryed as game director from 1993 thmuclt 1998, 

The Bridgeport High and West Liberty State College graduate, who earned his master's in safety cJucation, 
began hi~ tcaihing and coaching career m 1965 at Follari._sbec High School where he started the school's vam
ly wrestling program and coached the school's only individual state champion (Lou Dalyl. While at Follansbee. 
Mauck coached John Craig, a fir.;t-time \\-Test!er as a !ICJlior m 1965 who went on tn become an A!l•American 

~~~ll-:i!:TJ~~Jt~r,:5~~,:!~1 ~~icdi!.f 9~~~~~i!~~~~;J ~~~~~~!~t7rn;~~;;,t:;:~-~~i~;~ 
tire Bruins' first West v/rginia mat champ in Jim Suddoth. Before retinn] after a 34,year career m education, 
Mauck sen-·ed Brooke 115 dlrector of the school's Dri1·er's Education ucpartmcnt, Physical Plant Director, 
Assistant Athletic Director and Athletic Director. In addition to having Ute OVAC Wrestling 'fournamcnt 
renamed in his honor, Mauck a\sn was preseutcd lire "Mr. Mat" Award in 1985. Ile was named the W, Va. 
Wrestlinl\Cuacbes Man of the Ycl!T /1987); and received recognition awards from the Urper Ohio Valley 
Dapper an Club (198.5 and 1997); W. Va, Alli!ctic Director of the Year (1995). Mauck tWK'e wa~ selected 
Warwood Uons Citizen of the Year, winner of the H.V. Corcoran, Sr. Award (2(X)l) and a member of the Bmoke 
Cuunty Wall ufFame (2006). He is past president of the W, Va. Safety As,ociation, the Bridgeport Alumm and 
Wiuwood Junior High Athletic Association. 

Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Coaches) 

P@l "B1ul" Billianl (Wellsburg High School, Class of !959). Head coach at Brooke 
High School for 23 seasons (1979-2001) where he compiled a record of 185 wins, 79 
defeats and J tie. During this span, B1llianl's Bruins won three West Virginia Class 
AAA slllle championships - 1985, 1987 and 1990. His 1987 and '90 powerhouses 
recorded perfect rcconl seasons and both were nationally ranked. The 1987 team fin
ished 25th in tile cunntry while ll1e 1990 squad ended up in 23rd place. In 1994, Brooke 
also cuded the campaign with a 11).() record but lost in the state playoffs. Fifteen of his 
23 Bruin teams participated in lhe post-season p!aynffa and seven made the state cham
pionship game.Also, Billlard coached the green and gold to seven OVAC Class AAAA 
Division championships. He coached in two Rndy Mumley OVAC Charity AH-Star 
f"'OOtball games und in three West Virginia North-Suulh Games. lie was among the founding members and 
past president of the Ohio Valley Football Cuaches Associatiou for whom he also was chairman of the 
gn,up's annual awards dinner. lie alsu assisted in urgunizing the OVFCA's Clinics and Prospect Nights. 
Hilliard's Brooke coaching career also included eight years as an a~slstanl in football. two year.; as a wrestling 
assistant. six year.; a.s bead wrestling coach and three years us head track coach. Prior to Brooke, he spent 
ftmr yearn as an Msistant in football at Whccllng Central, two years as a volnntecr assistant in wrestling and 
three :yearn a.s head track coach. 

Wlu!c attc11ding Wellsburg High School, he played four yearn of football and lctlercd three §cars, serving 

Bi1= ~J'su:i7oi:r-~:-;~riiaf~~~~=nhi~
1 r:a1;e;~;~c!~t~ili01~t~ffe~r;'~tlffeizi\:!a~n~~if~~f 

bis junior season, he earned first-tcum AH-WVIAC laurels. 
Amoug his awanh are: Ohiu Valley, OVAC and West Virginia Coach nf the Year; Upper Ohin Valley 

Dapper Dan Man ufthe Year; Carl Hamill Coaching Award; Steubenville Moose Lodge Couch of the Year; 
West Liberty State College Athletic Hal! of Fame; 2005 Obin Valley Football Coaches !tall of Fame inducK>e; 
H.V. Corcoran Sr. Awanl for the Brooke football prob'Tllm bringing national attention to the Ohio Valley; and 
a 2005 reclpient of the West Virginia Athletic Coaches Association's Retired Coaching Award. 
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Matt Gaudio (Athlete • I991SJ 

Matt Ga11di11 (Brooke High School, Cla% of 1991). This tluid athlete dominated 
the West Virginia prep hanlwood as he was a four-year starter for the Bruins. 

He conduded his sparkling Brooke career by being named the W, Va. "Player of 
the Ycllr" as well as the Gatorade state "Player of the Year" in 1991, The 6-7 forward 
paced Brooke to rceonls of 19-4, 22-4, 16-7 and 18-7 for a four-year career mark of 
75-22. 

Gaudio was a two-time al!-sMc Class AAA honoree and twke named to the al!
state tournament team, He averaged 17.9 {l(llnts and HU rebounds as a sophomore 
and followed that up with a state Class AAA-best 24.8 scoring norm as a junior while 
averaging JI rebounds. 

Gaudio capped his ~upcrb prep career with a brilliant senior campaign_ lie averaged 2-U points and 
grabbed 13.4 rchounds to repeat as A!l,OVAC, All-Valley and All· W. Va. honors while being accorded 
honorable mention All-America. He was the first Bruin to earn fir.;t team all-state in boys' basketball. 
Gaudio surpassed the l JJ00 mark in career points ( l .874) and career rebound~(! ,108), both Bruin records. 

lie opted to continue his academic and athletic career at Penn State University. where he was p!ague,J 
by chronic back problems which required surgery. In spite nf the medical woes. Gaudio cm!ured to turn 
in a solid career. During his redshirt sophomore season, he averaged 9.4 points and 4.7 rebounds a game 
and was named recipient of the Lou Lamie Most Inspirational Player Awanl. 

The following year, he served as student assistant coach while completing his liberal arts degree with 
an emphasis on architecture. He returned to play a~ a senior and wa~ second on the team in scoring with 
a 13.1 averaged while collected 6.4 rcbonnds a game durlng a 21-7 record season. 

Cal Gitlin (OVAC 'Fumily') 

Cal Giffin (Bellaire High School, Class iif 1947). One of the legendary figures 
involved m the sport nf high school track and cross country in the OVAC. 

During hi~ 17 years employed as a teacher and mach in the Bellaire City School 
District, Giffin was one of the founder.; and the director of tl1e famed Be!luire Relays. 
During its 52-year histnry, the Bellaire Relays attracted many ufOhio"s greatest atlilek:s 
to the Nclsun Field. At one time, lhc Bellaire Relays was recoip:iized as the second
largest track event in the Buckeye State. His teams wmi five OVAC and district track 

~hhiit~~is~\\~i~~~~;~d ~g~ ~~~i~t~1~~!ch~~ f!~b:l(~nd
1i~~~t meets. Also 

Giffin·s tlme~,;onsuming work and cnntributinns to the Ohio Va!lcy Athletic 
Cmifcrence included a term as president {1973-74) and commissioner of the football nnd basketba!l officials. 
He directed many major OVAC track meets und to honor his efforts, the league championships in track and 
field were renamed aj the OVAC Cal Giffi11 C!ruisk, lie was a member of the Eastern Distnct of tile Ohio 
Athletic Buard, the Ohio High School Coaches Association, the Ohio Football Coaches Association and the 
National Co!legiute Track and Field Coaches Association. He was voted into the Ohm State Track Coaches 
Hal! of Fame in 1972. Giffin was presented two awards ofrnerit fmm the OHS AA nnd, following his death in 
1975, he was sekl.1ed for a posthumous Alumni Achievement Award by West Liberty Stall: College, Giffin 
served the Ea~tcrn Ohio Coaches Aswciation as president a~ well as being lhe slate \'kc president for Ilic Ohio 
Association ofT rack Coaches. 

Athletically, Cal was a thrce"sport lettennan (football, ba~kctball and tr.ick) at Bellaire Hizh. He played on 
the fir.;t Bi" Reds" football team tn win an OVAC championship (1946). He alsn played m the Ohio-West 
Virginia Al'f.StllT Football Game in 1947. Oiffin's can:er ~!so led him to the Martms Feny School District 
where he was the supervisor of elementary and secondary educatiou. f-rnm there, he became the princiJJal of 
St. Clairnville High Schou! and later served as superlntendeut of the St. Clair.;ville"Rkhland School District, 
He received his BA. ln Education from West Liberty in 1951 and his Master of Arts Degree in school admin
istration fn,m WVU in 1967, 

Boyd Nelsou (Medlu) 

Huyd Nelson (Bellaire High School, Class of 1945). Nelson spent 41 years as a 
photoip:apher with The Times Leader in Martins Feny, Fellow staffers and friends 
have called him a pioneer, a legend and, pcrllaps, the greatest iioodwill ambaosadnr 
in the newspaper·s history. HiI work behmd the camera, acconhng to many area high 
school cooches, help bring the sports world alive to the readers of The Times Leader, 

Nelson, a quiet, unassumini; man, let his camera Uo his talking for him. No assign• 
rncnt was too hig nor too mema! for Nelson, who had the opponunity to take pictures 
of seven U.S. presidents from Jlarry Truman thuugh Ronald Reagan. Nelson chroni• 
clct.! nearly every major har,penin"! throughout the Ohio Valley and was a familiar 
and rnuch-we!comc fact! at ugh sc 1001, college and pmfcsi;lonal games and matches 
from the start nf his career in the late 1940s until hls retirement in 1988. As was p()intcd out at the time of 
his death in 2(Xl3, there wasn't a gymuasium, football field ur baseball diamond in 111e Time.1 l.c11der's cov
erage urea where Nelson didn't cnpturc lltc exploits of athletes of all a1;es and abilitiC.'I. Among the future 

r,mfessional greal~ he covered included baseball hall of famer.; Phil Niekm and Bill Mai.croskl; basketball 
rnll of famer John Havlicek, Joo N1ckm, Tim Spencer, Dl}1npic wre:;tler and coach Bobby Douglas and 
Allan Hornyak,jnst a to mention a few. 

Boyd's devotion tn his work also made him a role model and an inspiration tu aspiring aud seasoned pho
togrnphcrs u!ikc. Nelson shunned the limelight thnmghout his life despite the orgmgs of ro-workers and 
admirers to enter his pictures in otatcwide competition, As a rcso\t, he was bypassed for many awanls thut 
easily would have come bis way, However, United Press Inu:rnational began presenting awards to newspa
per and magazine photographers in the early 1970s and the very first honoree was none other !han Boyd 
Nelson. When The Time.f Leader published a pictorial history of Eastern Ohio in 1999, the book was dedi
cated to Nelson, a lifclomi: Belmont County resident, He began hi.~ career following a stint iu the U.S. Navy. 
He $erved a stint in the~Philippincs during_ World War II. After retumin° borne, Nelson attended Ohm 
Univer.;ity for a yel!T. However, after being hired as a sommcr intern by 11w Yl"me.1 Leader, he never returned 
![l college and made photography his lifetime profession. 

Richard 'Lefty' Hall (C=d•~l 

Rit-hurd "Lefty" llaff (Barnesville High School, Class of 1959). !Ial! was nne of 
the most successful two-sport coaches (baseball/go!O in OVAC history. compiling a 
whopping I ,I 16 victories over u 34-ycnr span. 

lie began his baseball couching career ot Powhatan High School for a year before 
taking the same post at St. C!alr.;ville High School. In his 33 years with the Red 
Devils (1969-2!l()J ). his teams 11massed 1111 ontstandlng 515-320 record. 

With "Lefty" calling the shots from the duguut, St. Clairsville won seven OVAC 
championships and made five Ohio High School Athletic Assnci11tinn regional tour
nament 11ppeurances (!978, 1982, I 986, 1990 and 1997). The Red Devils advanced 
tu the state tonmumcnt "Final Four" in 1997. St. Clairsville u!:m won five Eastern Ohio Baseball League 
titles under Hall's guidance. 

Hall us named OVAC Coach of the year in 1991 and received the same accolade from lhe Eastern 
District three times, 1990, 1995 and 1997. He abo served as one of the coaches in the Mizumi All-Star 
Series in 1997. A true baseball "junkie;' Hall was inducted intu the Ohio High School Baseball Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 1996 and was named the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame "Man of the Year" in 1999. 

Ha!! coached six players who signed professional ba$Cbal1 contracts, the list lncluding Gerry Craft, 
Gene Cattane, Ted Rose. Scntt Barnhouse, Joe Slavik and Joe Dudek. 

In gulf, "Lefty" cnachcd St. Clairsville for 27 years (1974-200()) , finishing with a 601-123 recnnl. He 
had three nnbeaten teams and also tuturcd thl"l-'C sqoads that udvanccd to the Ohio state tournament. l11e 
Red Devils also collected 14 OVAC golf championships. 

Hall. a life-long resident of Barnesville, lettered in baseball and track while perfomiing for the 
Shamrocks. lie graduated from Ohio University. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Warren Pugh (Officials) 

Wiunn "NOfl&ie" Pu,:h (T11e Llnsly School, Cia.~s of 1920). The Wheeling Island 
resident who died in 1983 at the age of 81 served the coaching and officiating profession 
very well and also was an ouist!llldin,i; contributor to his committee. 

As an officm!, Pugh sen·cd 11s a football am! basketbnll referee for over 40 years. In 
football/ he worked m both high school am! college, indmlinp the West Virglnia 
lnterco! t'rate Athletic Conference aml We~! Virginia University, I It! and Penn State. A 

:1~~i;;'!91T~ f~3T,%; ~-~~L::i J'~[l;;~,i!r~::~i:~1~~~~1 ~)(~f~1ffcf~)~i 
tnumament, his partners being Judge Paul CamiHeni the first vear and Oink Westfoll the 
second year. Pugh and John Gutt of Bluefield blew the wh1sik for all 11 games of the 
first WVJAC tournament held in 1935 nt l'amnont. Pugh served as pres ii.lent of both the 
Ohio Va!ley Board of Football and Basketball Offidals. He also was the referee of the famed Bellaire Relays 
for manv yearn and was later named as the mccfs honorarv re!i:ree. He was al_so honored for hls service by the 
Shadysille Re!avs and the West Virginia Second:iry Schoiil _Activities Commm;ion. Pugh conducted ufficials' 
dimes HI sc_vernl sports am! wrote a newfufilir scnes m1 officmtmg. Pugh alw was a Red Cruss in'ilructor in water 
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11~i~~~Y!0;~~;;l 
that feat tor t11e ~I time on Labor 8ay during lhe slate fair hdd when he was a teenager. He repeated that dive 
on severJl o1her occasions during his youth. He coached swimming at bis alma mater The LH1sly School for 
nearly three dccruks, guiding the Cadets to ~6 OVAC di:11npionsh1ps. mdudmg 25 in a ruw 

Pugh was al111i a tremendous atl1lete, especially as a fmilha_!I player. He attenifed Al<lcrnon-Bruaililus Colle<>e 
in l'tulipp1 for 1wo vcan and play~d football before traoskmnii: to Davis & Elkms College where was a Mdlar
fullback andccntcr·for Hall nl"Fame Coach Cam lkndernon. Sm~--c eligibility rules neverreallfi existed m those 

r5l~t~-~~b1
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1i c;~::ii~i~!~.\J::is i~c~~~I~ 
ed into the West Virginia Sports 1fuu of Fame (1981)), the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan !fall of Fame (1984) and 
now the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Faine. 

Phil Niekro (Athlete. 19511s) 

l'Ml Nie km (Bridgc"port High School,Class of 1957). The Ba.,;cha!J !fall of Farner got 
his athletic ~tart with the Bulldogs where he was a three-sport performer. Besi<lcs hase· 
ball, he was a foothal! end and bxsketball forwnni and a teammate offrl!ow OVAC Jlall 
uf Farner John Havlicek. 

Nicknamed "Knuck5ie" because of his staple pitch, the knuckldm!l, which he learned 
from his fatheL Nickru w:1.~ u four•yeru Bulldog pitcher with a 17• I career m:ord. His 
only loss was 1 .() to Tillonsvi!k in 195.\, hi, freshman yeru, when fdlow Baseball and 
OVAC Hall of Farner Bill Mazemski hit !he game•winning hume run. Tite 1955 Bulh.log 
team ~hared the East Ohio League title with Martins Fe!T}", In a 'l-4 Ohio sectional tour
munent win over St. John·s, Niekru won the game i11 relief and bdted a 111·0-run single. Bridgeport, however, 
was halted in the finals by Shadyside, a team twice defcatetl by 1he Bulldogs. In 1956, Nickru and the Bulldogs 
defeated Steuhen\'ille Central, 7-1, iii the Class A di:;trid tournament after sectional wins over Barnesville and 
St. Clairsville. Bridgeport bowed to East Liverpool in the district finals. As a senior. Nickm toss(.'tf a four-hit
ter a11d ,tmck out HJ in a 4-2 win over Steubenville Central for lhe OVAC Ohio-side title. He earlier hurlet! an 
11-2 win over East U,·eqxiol in the Class AA distri(.1 semifinals. Unbeaten Stcuhemil!e Central halted 
Bridgeport, (j. I in the finals. 

Nickru. who abo p!ayetl for the Bridgeport Legion team and Blalne in the summer Tuilight League, was 
signet! by lhe Milwaukee Braves for a $5lm lM.mus at a 195H trynut camp in Bellaire. 

In !964, he started a 24•ycar major league career with the Bra.-e~. New York Yankees, Cleveland Indian~ 
and Tomnto Blue fays. He had a 3111<?74 career record while appearing in 864 games am! striki11g uut 3.342 
batters, dghth nn I.he al Hime charts. lie hmkd u no•hlHer and won five Gold Glows and was named to five 
All-Siar tcmns. Tiie Braves honored him by m:cting a bronze statue in front of their home stadium and, in 
1'197, he was inducted into the Baseball II all tlf Fame, He re\ides in !he Atlanta urea. 

Bob Hummel (Athlete~ 1960s) 

Bob Jlummc/1 (MnunW:viHe High School, Class of 1966). 1l1is 6 ft. 3 guard was a 
scoring machine for Mmmdwi!k High School before taking his vast hoop latents 10 West 
Virginia Unlwrsity, 

Hummell fi11ished his stellar four-year prep career with ! ,941 points. good for a 22.6 
per fame average. Thul averap;c still ranks sixth among Class A,\A players in 1he state. 

His senior year was one for the record books .ii the Mar.;hal! Cmmly school. He poured 
in 897 points in 25 games for a 35.'I average, which is tied for the highest average in 
Class AAA un:hives. 

Moreover, his s,·ming amks translated into team succeos us Mounds\·i!le fini>hed as 
state runncrup i11 Class AAA, the schoors first state final since 1'120. Hummell torched 
Richwood for 45 markers i11 the stale semifi11al game. He established the Moundsvi!le single-game scoring 
mark \\l!h 53 points in a win against Fn!Janshee. Huminc!I was chosen as the West Virgi11iu "Playerofthe Year" 
bv the Morgantown Touchdown Club \\hi!e also being named captain of the Class AAA a!J.-state team, a!l
dVAC and Scholastic Coach All--America. He also was n top-notch baseball player for Moundsville, earning 
sernnd .. trnm all-state hunori; as a pitcher. 

following his glorious stay at Moundsville, Hummell joinetl the WVU hoop squad and he wasted no time in 
making his presence klt. Hmnmdl kd the WVU fro>h team in scoring with a 24.:! a\·cr::ige, including a 45 -
point m11burnt against Mary!und and 41 against Dnquesnsc, In those d.l.ys. freshman were ineligible by NCAA 
rules from playing on the 1'an;i1y kve!. 

lie went on tn average !2,9, 15.5 and 14.0 points a gillile the following three seasons, ull ofwhkh he servetl 
the Mountaineerc; as u \tarter. Jlummcll wa.~ the tcam"s captain hi senior season. 

Hummell mtaletl 1,137 points in his WVU career, placing hlm se.wnth in school annals at !he time his career 
ended in 1970. he was an adept free throw shooter, hitting utan 80.7 clip for his career. Hummell - 11,-hn had 
14 gan1es of 20 or mun: points -· wa.~ selected to the l%6•75 all-time WVU /mop team. 

Ed Burgy (AthM,. 1910,) 

Ed Burgy (Bellaire High Sdmol. Cla,s of 197! ): This former Big Reds' star remains 
1)11: measurmg for flrcp _b.iseball p;reatness in lhe Oh!O Villcy. 

While also st_arrin_P,, HI timthall and hasletball at lhc Guernsey Street school, Bury"Y 
distinguist1ed himself us arguably the premier prep hascbaU player i11 OVAC anna s. 
While hi1 baseball statistics are staggcnnl!, he a(.'complishcd !hem in just three seasons 
as Belluirc High did not start a I_Jaseball prof!!,Jm umil Burg:y's sophomore season. 

~:d
0;::/e0/f gi1t//~~~:H:~tne~~~~'/1tli!f J:i~~d~~· Be1rnr~ei~ig~~Ohi~rc,,v;u~~,~~d s~rr~XA 

record books. The three•vear All-Valley 11rsHeam hnnorec cumpkted his prep career 
with a 20-5 reconl. still the mo~l wins ever by a Big Reds' pitcher. He owns the career / 1 
strikeout mark 11,-ith, 12b (in 1·ust I 75 mning5) und the slngk-r;eawn strikeout standard of 
J 28. While posscs~mg ncm y•unhittable heat, he also owned great_ control. The talented rinhHrnnder walked 
jmt 31 hatters in his career and wem eight strJight games without issmng a huse on balls. fie carYed out stale 
recunl3 with a minuscule 0.13 ERA for a season and an 0.63 ERA for a career. His third OH SAA record was 
for hurling 16 shutouts. Burgy also set un Ohio Valley mark with 23 strikeouts in a JO-inning no·hitter 
versus R1\·er. He wm also a deadly hilter. Burgy ow11s Bellaire High records for hl!s in a game (6), triples 111 
a season (8) and career triples ( 12). 

Bu~y also was a ~!d!ar, four-year ftmtbal! performer fur coaches Rudy Sharkey und Jake Olsanky, He was 
a slashing running had, umil hi~ senior sexs(m. 01savsk

1
• opted to switch Burgy to qnarterback,a move tlrnt paid 

big dmdends. Burgy helped i,;uide the Reds to a11 8- -I season. losing orily to Marietta (12./1) while tying 
Winterwil!e (0-0). lie was Joined in the backfield by Ro11 Lee, who went on to fome wi!h WVU and the 
Baltimore Colts. Burgy was a multi·ta!ented hoop,;tcr. Starting for three scasom, he ~red in 1.197 P?ints, a 
total t!1at stHI ranks se\"enth on the a!J.tune school scoring card. It was second only to legendary Lee Patrone 
when Burgy hung up the Bii.: Red sncalers. He was a 11m•team AH-Valley Big School honoree his wphomore 
und junior sca.wns. He exploded m his senior campai"n for a 21.2 per game a1·erage, 

Burgy wa.i a silth-round draft choice of!he New York Mets and s~nt three years in the Mets' farm S/'stem, 
first m Virginia followed by a stop in Pompano (Ra,) and Memphis. He hod 13 wms in one season am! anncd 
20 in one ganic. 
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Bob Gain (Athlete. 19411s) 

Bub Gain (Weir High School, Cla.,~ of 1947). An a\l-thm: great on the high school, 
college and professional levels, he started his football career for the Retl Riders and 
1wice earned first teamAU-OVAC honors, as a lineman nod was hnnnn::d on the l'146All
W.Va. selections. 

In 1969, he was selected as a 'Modem Era' defensive tackle on an AU-Time Ohio 
Valley football team se.!ected by The Intelligencer newspper. In 2(X)5, he was honored 
nn an A!l•Time W.Va. high school temn selected by Tiie Fairmont •nmes newspaper. 

At Weir High, be was Ille lrugcst all-state honoree at 6-2, 2JO.pou11ds aw.I was a two
way lllckle as well as handling punting a11d kickoff duties. His late crnK·h Crul Hamill 
never singled uut his best Red Rider football produc! but always started his list with Guin, 11 four-year sturtcr 
and his most honored protCgt5. 

Gain is regarded as the greatest lineman in Unlvcn;ity of Kentucky, 11,-here he wa.~ a three-time AII
Snutileastem Conference hunorce and a two-time fin;t 11:am AU-America choice in 1949 and 19511. As II sen
ior, he won tl1e Oulland Trophy as the nation·s outstanding lineman, the first fmm the SEC so h1morcc.l, and 
one of only two from the Ohio Valley. The other Outland Trophy honoree was the Univcnity of Iowa's Calvin 
Jones from Steubenville High. Playing for lhe legendary P11nl "Bear"' Bryant at Kentucky, the Wilde.its were 
33-1()-2 in Gain's four seasons am! he was co--captain of !lie I0-1 reconi team that opset national champion 
Oklahoma in the 1951 Sugar Bowl. Guin was the No. 5 choice - the highest ever for an OVAC athlete - in 
lhc first round of the 1951 NFL Draft by the Green Bay Packers. However, he opted for Ottawa in the CFL 
before starting a 12•year NH. carecr with the Ckvel:md Browns. The five-time Pro Uowkr was a starter on 
three NFL champion:;hip teams u11der legemlary couch P-,uli Bmwn in 1954. 1955 and 1%4. 

The Clc\-eland area resident has been inducted into seven Halls of Fume - College Football, West Vlfginia 
Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Univmity of Kentucky, Cleveland and Akron Halls and Cleveland 
Browns' U:gends Hall. 

Lee Patrone (Athlete. I950s) 

l,ee Pa1rrme (Bellaire High School, Class of !956). For 50 years, Patmne wa.~ the all
time kadlng career scorer in Big Ret1~• history wi!h I ,841 points in three seasons. He led 
Bellaire High to three straight sectional titles with wnn-lost marks of 18-4, 20-3 and 19-
4 11,-hile averaging 23.5, 26.7 and 32.'l points per game each sca.~on. His 27.1 point career 
average remalns a school record. 

111e two•time firnt team All--OVAC hnnnree, and an A!l•Ohio first team honoree by 
1l1e Associated Pre,s a_q a senior, he was a scoring machine whh 57 career games over 
20 points. including al! 23 us a senior. und he had 28 straight games in v.hlch he !\Cored 
at least 20 points. 

He tallied 54 points twice in a game in 1956, including hi~ final game while playing witl1 llll injured led 
agai11St Mrutins Ferry in the district tournament lit le game. Fe!T}· prevailed, '11-87, while sur1iving a Umping 
l'atrone's hemics. Earlier, agai11sl a Bridgeport team featuring Basketball and OVAC lla!l of Farner John 
Havlicek, he rnnwrtcd 25 goals. His 299 goals in a sca.';011 remains a school stamlanL 

After a brief stay at Ohio State, the stocky 6.() guard emul!ed at Weot Virgi11ia Univers.ity in 1957 and led 
the 195H freshman team in scoring with a :?O•poim nonn. A member of!he 1959 NCAA runner-np team led by 
AH·American Jerry West, he was second to West in 1960 team scoring wl!h a 142 per game norm and was 
named to three alHoummnmt reams: NCAA regional, Southern Conference and University of Kentucky. A 
V:irginiu sportswriter described him as "good enough to be cocky und cocky enough to be g(xxi." 

As a senior, lie was a thin! team AH-Amerlca honoree by Helms found.l.tion. He ended his career witl1 I JJ2H 
points -- then seventh he:;t in WVU history. 

Afu:r graduation, he 1aught and coadicd five scawns at Wintersville Jligh School where his first 1969 team 
went 14-4 and 1972 team was 16-4. After retiring, he relocated to his current home in Rorida. 

Harry Wilson (Athlete. 1960s) 

Harry Wil$un (Steubenvilfo High Schon!, C!ms of 1963). Tiiis fonncr Big Red star 
rJnks with the elite running backs in OVAC history. 

His gridiron crueer at Steubenville was nothing ~hort of spectacular. His ability to 
carry the foutbu!l took him to a Marring ro!e at the Uni~crsily of Nebraska and a short 
stint with the NrL·s Philadelphia Eagles. 

1l1e 5 ft. II, 190"pounder was a!,o u safety and kkk returner for Big Red, but 
rushi11g the footbull is what Wilwn did best. 

He carried the Uig Red (() a 9-1 mark his senior season, a campaign in which the 
Jeffemm County charges pocketed a prized 14-11 wi11 over heral<lcd Massilkm. Wilson 
paced the Ohio Valley in both rushlng yards and sc(iring with 1,756 infantry stripes und 23 touchdowns. The 
former standanl i.~ a modem day school record for a JO-game campaign. 

Hls achlevements garnered him Ohio "Dack of the Ycru .. designation hy both the AP nod UPI in Class AA, 
which was the largest class back then. He was named first team al!-Ohiu and a Schu!xsticCoach AII-Americ;m. 
\\lllson was ulmost us duminaling his junior year-. The ,,Stcubenvil!e Stumper'' rnshetl for 1,5116 yan:ls and 
scored 211 wuchdowm and !6H points in lO games. He was sclectrd flr,t team a!l•Ohio hy APa.~ a safety while 
also earning all•OVAC and a!l-Valky laurel:;. 

Wilson - v.ho was also nicknamed "Llgh!horse"~ enjoyed a sparkling career al Nebraska. He led the 
Comlrnskcrs in rushing his junior and senior se.asom. finishi11g his career wi1h J ,7(}2 yani~ and a ~11:l!ar 51) per 
carry avcrnge, 

He was uamed unanimous all-Big FJght as a senior und honor.UJle niention Al!-Alllcrkn by UPI. He has the 
distinction of playing in three major bowl games --Cotton, Orange and Sugar. 

After his playing days i11 Li11coln, Wihon was selected in the thin! muml of the 1967 NFL draft by the 
Eagles. He spent three years with t11e team a.~ a backup running back and kick remmer. 

Bruce Smith (Athlete· 1970s) 

Broce Smitll (Martins Fcrt)' High School. Class of 1'176). He i~ at tl1c top of the fot 
whe11 it comes to diotaoce running us a four-time Ohiu slate champion who set count!css 
mct:l. va!ky and school records nlung the way. 

In cross country. Smith was a thrce,time Al!--Ohirnm (1973, '74 and "75), capturing 
fir~t place at the slate meet in bolh his junior (9:43.0) and senior (9:}3.4) seawns 11fter 
placing ~ne11th ( I0:()5.0) as a wphomore, !fa time i11 1975 was the state record at the 
time. 

As both a ju11ior and se11ior, he also finished first in the sectional, dhtrict, OVAC and 
Belmont County meets and finished undefeated bnlh years. As a sophomore, he ww. 
second in the sectional. district and county meet and third in Ilic OVAC 

He wus a three•time All•Ea>tern District and A!J, Valley honoree in cross country a.~ well. 
In tr.ick, Smith earned AU-Ohio slam:; two times (1975, '76), winning the slati: champinn,hip in the twn

mi!e nm both ycan.. He po6ted a time of CJ:I ! .I as a senior after winning in CJ:31,\ a.~ a junior. He also placed 
scve11th at the state event a~ a sophomore (9:J'l.'l). 

lie finished first in !lie sectional and district meets ail three years, winning the county event twice and 
finishing a.~ runner-up on,-e. In OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one-mile run und finished thini in the 1180-
yard run as a senior; and captured the 1wo-mi!e run as both a wphomore nod junior. 

Smith gilffi!.'red All-Eastern District nndA!l-Vallcy laurels three times in tr.ick. 
In the two spons at Martins Ferry, Smith wa.s part of four undefeated trams, lhree sectional am! district 

championship teams, one OVAC champi1mshlp team and three OVAC runner-up teruns. 
Smith was alw a long-time cnmpetitor in most area road rai.:es, including several year~ ai the top local 

ru11ner in the Elby's Distance Race (now the Ogde11 20K Classic). 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Wendy Baker (Athlete· 1980s) 

Wendy Baker(East Liverpool High School, Class of 1989). A two-sport standout for 
the Lldy Potters, exccl!ing in both basketball and softball. 

On the court, she was a four-year varsity perfonner, becoming the first player in 
school history to e~ceed I mo career points, finishing with 1,127 tallies. As a senior, 
she avcrn.gcd 21.5 points per game. Baker also e~cellcd defensively,postlng 291 career 
itcals including 135 as a senior. 

As a senior, she was a second team all-Ohio Division I selection who was selected to 
play in the McDonald's All-Star Classic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class 4-A, 
District 5, Division I and All-Columbiana County "Player of the Year''. She was alsn an 
All-OVAC and All-Eastern District fir.I team choice as a junior and an all-District honorable mcution 
pick as a sophomore. 

On the diamond, Baker's career pitching numbers included 49 victoriea and 226 strikeouts llnd .400-plus 
blltting 11vcr.1ge. Her seninr season numbera included a lofty .477 avernge along with some impressive 
pitching numbers - 19 victories, 117 strikeouts and a 054 E.RA. She batted .483 llS a junior with 32 RBI 
and had 109 pitching wins, registering 109 strikeouts and a 1.77 ERA. As a sophomore, she hit .422. 

Bilker's softball ull-sllu" honors included two-time All-Ohio (first team ns II senior, second teum us u 
junior); und two-time All-OVAC Cluss 4-A. 

She uttended Wheeling College und played baskctbu!l for two seMons, i;coring 882 points nnd posting 182 
steuls during that time. She gained first team All-West \-1rginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference honors as 
u sophomore nfrer gaining honorable mention as a freshman. 

Jeff Snedegar (Athlete -1990s) 

Jeff S11edegur {Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1995). He put up lofty 
numbers durin~ his four-year gridiron career, culminating in his selection us the AP 
All-Ohio Division V Offensive P!uycr of the Year and finishing as runner-up in the 
voting for Ohio's "Mr. Footbull" awanl following his senior season. 

A 6 ft. 3, 210-pound four-year letterman at quarterback and llnebacker for the 
Warriorn, he rncked up 7,000 yards offensively and registered 673 tackles on defense. 

~l:t!so1=~J\'.it.:~ ~\~~~~:~t%ir~tk:: :fc~~i~~-re and junior years and 
As u senior, he led Trail to its first Wld only OHSAA playoff appearance (the 

Warriors fitJished with an 11-2 overall record, winning two games before losing in the 
Division V state semifinals to Wdlsvi!le). That year, he passed for what was then a school reconl 1,769 yards 
while rushing for 1.621 yards for a combined total of 3,390 yards, He participated in 212 defensive stops as 
a senior. 

Snedejllf was also II three-year letterman in basketball (he didn't play as a junior), finishing fourth on 
Trail's a I-time scoring list with 834 points and thinl in career rebounding with 561. He avernged 16.1 
:~n:,f-otAC~ as u senior, earning special mention AP All-Ohio as well as first team All-Eastern District 

The 2000 Buckeye Trail Ha!l of Frune inductee went on to a stellar career at the University of Kentucky 
( 1996-99), earning four letters as nn outside linebacker. As II freshman, he had 42 tuckles, started three games 
and was named the nutstanding special teams• player and he followed that up with 97 tackles as a sopho
more, Snedegar had 63 tackles and four sacks as ajunior,hclping Kentucky to an Outback Bowl berth where 
he recorded 11 tackles in a loss to Penn State University. In !us final year at UK,he had 84 tackles, four sacks 
and two intcrccptions,earning him defensive MVPhonora. He WllS selected to the All-Southeast Conference 
squad and was named to the AH-American Farm Football Tellm by Successful flllllling Magazine. 

Snedegar was signed by the Miami Dolphin:; of the NFL in 2000 as an undrafted free agent. 
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Nick Bedway (Media) 

Nick Bedr,my (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1958). One of tlie area's most 
v=atik and pmllfic newspaper spm1.I jom-nalist-1 for five decades, he has been on the scene for 
numerou1 OVAC events since 1960. 

Afu:rnlll:nding West Libeny State College forom, year, he joined the Whcding Ncw,-Rcgistcr 
as a copy l•lY in 1960. Later tliat year. !re joined The Intelligencer staff as a sportswriter. In 1 %7. 
Betlway joined the News-Register staff headed by Bil! Van Home and was promoted to As,;uciate 
Sports Editor !n 1971. Bedwuy becrune N-R Sporn Editor !n 199.5 and wa!I named faccutive 
Sports Editor oflbe Intcllige1icer/Ncws-Rcgistcr in 20(Xl, a position he held until he retired in 
200.5. He authaml daily and Sunday newspaper columns entitled "Nick"s Notebook" and also 
wrote columns on 1111.'ll golr, bowling, l-ollege sports. outdoors and tlie Wheeling Nailern • hockey 
team. The OVAC media guide was dedicated to Bedway in 1999. He sen'Cd as w-puhlkity director of the OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Grune frnm its inceptiun in 1972 until 1990, Be<lway alw served as the OVAC standings· statistician in 
football, boys and girls basketball and baseball for more than 25 }'Cars. 

Bodway served rnie teon in 1977 as president of tlie W. Va. Sporn Wri1ers A~=ia1inn and received the Gene 
Mon:howe Award in J 99(1 from the organiiution. He was inducted into the Ogden Newspapers 2.0K Classic Hal! of Fame 
in 2.006and the Media Wing of the Ohio Baseball Hall ofFame in 1996. He twice was selected to serve us the Honorary 
Ref= for the W. Va. Super Six Class AA stale championship football grunes held Ill Wfu:eling Island Stadium. 

Betlway WI!! the inaugural recipient of the Father John I.ester Award for a lifetime of sup{XJrt to local spom and youth 
oflhe Ohio Valley and received the Spirit and Leadership Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. He also 
hrus receil'l'd awanl.l from the Wheeling Soccer Association, Allegheny Mountain District U, S, Tenni~ Association, 
Whed!ng Post I American Legion Baseball Team, Ogkb.ly i'aik Men·, Golf Club, and the Ohio Valley Golf Association. 
A past member of the Wheeling Hall of Faine Comminee and cum:nt member of !lie OVAC Hall of Fanie Cmnmittce, 
Bedway also is active with the Wheeling Lirnis Club and received, in 2.0()5, tlie I.eomml Jarrett Award, tlie highest I.ion 
honor beiitowed in Wt:iil Virginia. Currently the chaprer secretary and Board ofDin.-cton' 1nember, he ha1 serl"cd as medi:i 
relations director, chapter president, first \'ice-pre&idcnt and Tall Twister. Married 45 years to lhe fonner Judy Katona, the 
Bedway1 had four children and have five grandchiltlrcn. 
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Dennis Swearingen {Athlete~ 1980s) 

De1111($ Swet1ringm (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1982), He earned JO 
varsitf< \ettcn [11 four sports, makin1 his biggest marks in football and basketball. 

a1~~ssfn°tb1~J't~ey:l~ ;a~~~~-~~d 8~e~~ ~sb~i:t1feui:!i't~~~ef~~i1!e R~; 
to a com\ined 21-9 record,_ induding a spotless 10-¥1 mark in his wphomore season, 

r~dh!lflt ra:rcr;1:n?i;il~~?i1ce:s ~~w~~~~·r~r~t~1~1dJtefitJ~i~~1!;t;~~ 

~es~~~~adl~~~ i1tcr~A~C1::~-~xt~AY1r:~:mu6!s~
1g\~~~ Ai :~111~ 

Valley honors twice. Following his senior sellson, Sweanngen was named a Ji~11~~At? cTru1/i1t's~~F~o1t~1Vtrai!;?liO Valley Dapper Dan C!nh special honoree and participated in 

In busketbal!, Swearingen was a three.year starter and I tKJO.point career scorer and he was a key mem
ber of Ferrv's squad which posted a 20-5 reconl and advanced to the Ohio Class AA regional finals in Athens 
in 1982. Si:oring 14,7 points per game as a senior, he was named first team All-OVAC Class AAA {captain), 
All-District 12 and All-Valle>.' as well as second team All-Eastern District Class AA. He played in both the 

~a~'d fus~ =A\1!6¢1t5bi1:i~AAA· !d Ail.ii~lc~ft:cg!~J~~~etu~~J~ngiE;J;}C~s~~~ 
thinl teum AH-Valley. 

Swearingen also was a three-year letterman in baseball, earning All-OVAC Class AAA honors twice. He 
aJ50 lettered in track as II senior. 

Swearingen went on to a stellar four;ear football career at Ohio Univcnity, graduating in l986 and fiesi-

~i~c~~s i~;~!fal~~ ~\~ ~~~i: :~;) a~~:~i)il1JJ1~i~fu
1
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son (195) as well as% rasses for a season (13); fonrth in yards ea~sing For a game (3.rsrescason (2,056) 
and career (3,267) a~ we! as pas.~ attempt~ (569) and completions {;I 12) for a career; and fifth in career pass• 
ing yards (3,267), 

Bill West (Athlete - 1990s) 

Hilly Wl'st (Buckeye Local High School. Class of 1993). lie made his biggest 
impact on the foothill field, earning A!I-Ohio honora three times, including twice as a 
first team selection, 

West a!so was a three-time All-OVAC selection (1990, '91 and '92) and a three-time 
AU-Eastern District pick (first team in '91 and '92, socond team in '90). He 11]50 par
ticipated in the Rudy Mumley/OVAC Charity A!l-Star Football Classic fol!owing his 
senior season. 

After starting as II freshman at Buckeye North, where he rushed for 900 yards despite 
missing two-plus games due 111 injury, he put up some ultra-impressive numbers at the 
newly-consolidated Buckeye Local High School. 

He finished with what still stands as a school-recortl 4,658 yanls, including a single-season effort ufl,846 
yartls ns a senior. He also had 1,719 yanls 11.~ a junior lll!d 1.093 as II sophomore. He also owns six of the top 
seven individual game rushing reconls at Buckeye Local, headed by a whopping 335-yard game against 
Martins Ferry in 1991 (second all-time). 

West scored 352 points on the gridiron, including 152 in his final sc11.wn. 
During his tlm.-e years with the Panthers, the team complied a 28--4 combined reconl (9·2 in !99(l,10..! in 

1991 and 9-1 in 1992), making the playoffs twice and nruruwly missing 011 a third. 
West also lettered three years in trnck nnd two in basketball for the Panthers. 
He was a four-yeur letterman at the University of Pittsburgh, stll!tlng for three years Wld eumi11g All-Big 

Enst "Offensive Player of the Year" honors as a sophomore (1994) after replacing AU-American tailback 
Curtis Martin in game two and rushing for 1,358 yards, fifth mi the nil-time singk-season rushing list. A 
Panther tri-captain as a senior, West finished as the school's fourth all-time leading rusher with 2,803 yards. 

Donna Joseph (OVAC 'Fumily'J 
Dmmt1 Jm.epl1 (Shadyside High Schoo!, Class of 1964), A leader in the OVAC 

truck and cross counuy community for three decades, she also coached girls track n11d 
boys Wld girls cross country 111 alma mnter Shadyside High School fmm 1983-98. 

A registered track nnd cross country official for 30 years, 6he started working Cal 
Giffin OVAC Track Meets in the early 1970s and continues 10 serve as director of 
the Class A-AA meet, a posilion she started in the mid-1980s. 

She currently is chairperson of the OVAC Track Committee with over 15 years on 
the board aud is co-chairperso11 of the OVAC Cross Country Committee witli over 
20 years of service with the group, 

A recipient, along with husband Bilich Joseph, of the Cal Giffin OVAC Truck Service Award, she also 
ha~ been active wllh the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches. 

She is presently the secretary and membership chairperaon of the OAT&CCC and serves on the 
faecutive Board of the statewide organiz.ation. Donna and Butch handle the registration for tlie annual 
track clinic attended by an estimated 1,700 coaches. 

She served as Meet Manager for the Midwest Meet of Champions when Ohio hosted the event at Ohio 
Wesleyan Co Hege and also served as Ohio coach when the meet was contested in Indianupolis, Ind. The 
Josephs were awarded the Ed Barker Awanl this year fmm the OAT&CCC. 

Besides track and cross country, Donna also has served on the committees nnd worked the annual Sam 
Mumlcy OVAC Basketball All-Star games and the Rudy Mumky OVAC Footba!l AU-Star games. She 
also assisted with the OVAC Vullcyball Tournaments and ream standings. The J964"Shadysidc High 
graduate earned her degree from Ohio State University in 1968 1111d hcrmllster's degree in 1983 from Ohio 
University. She was II mathematics instructor at Shadyside from 1968-98. 

Earl Klevins (Officiuls) 

Eurl Kk•ins (Warwcmd High School. Oass of 1934). One of Ilic Ohio Valley's num 
prominent football and basketball offidals during a 35-year career frnm 193& to 1973. 

Klevirui attended Wheeling High School for one 1111d a half years before tramfcni11g to 
Warwoud Hlgh, frnm which he graduated in 193--1. He played high school hasketha11 at bolh 
schcmls. 

Earl attended Bethany College where he played football and basketball along with com
peting in track under legendary coach John Knight. 

Klevin~ officiated in his first basketball game in 1938 at Che Madison gymnasium. The 
opponents on that occa.sion were Wheeling High and Bridgeport and his officiating partner 
was another OVAC Hall nf Fame member, lhe !ate Walter Heil. Thlrty-five yearn later when he bung up his 
whistle, Klevins had officiated in more than 1 ~100 basketball gaines and 570 footba!l games on the high school and 
collegiate level. 

A lung with scn·ing as an OVAC official, Klcvirn officiated games in tl1e Soutl1cm Conference, the West Virginia 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference and al many other colleges in the trl-stare area. 

He also played professiona!!y with the Wheeling Blues basketb.lll 1<:am and was a long-time participant in local 
independent leagues and tnumament!. 

Klevins was a long•timc standout on the area tennis courts, winning many local, regional and national tnt1ma• 
mcnts. In 1975, Earl and his partner won the United States national doubles title in the 75-and up age bracket. 11ie 
tnumament was hehl in Myrtle Beach, SC, At age 45, he won the West Virginia state singles title and teamed wi!h 
the late Loran Mercer for doubles honors in their age group. Earl also won numerous Og!eb.ay Park T~nnis Club 
championships through his mid-&Os at which time he retired frnm competitive tennis. 

The committee for tl1e Samuel A. Mumlcy OVAC Ba&k~tha!l Cla,,lc presented K!evin• with the Rohen "Bobby"' 
Dawson Official~ Award. Earl and his wife Lucy have been married for lll<>Ill Iha,, 70 ycani. Tiiey raised lhn.-e 
children: Earl Ir.,Judy and Robert. They have been blessed with four gnmdchildren and five great grandchildren. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Sam Andy CCoachesJ 

S-A.lldJ (Wbc:cli11& HJ~ Scln:>I, O..S1 of 1913). Th: wlrmlngetl co:idJ. ID Ohlo Valley 
hlib ICrool boy1' bffiulbill hist,-, with 611 wlru = 1 39-ycr.r c-am::r, Andy W!pUf,Cd a 
=ml Id by charter OVAC HAIi of Fame in<loclee Ricliam L. ~on~ Ptru. 

Ar.tf, b=al cca-bing career indud:J tl,,u -- Ill Frazey100Ji (0.) Hijh Sclnil (!964-
1966), &e\'CII yan al Whcdffii Hijb School (1"69-l'nt,) mid lh: lal:t JO year, Ill 'Wbeclmg 
Pm-l High Sclu:il (1976-2006). 

Second all-Orne for victorie1 in West v~·• bi11 scmol cilm, AnJy"1 \CamS ,...a lhrec 
C1au AAA swc champ:lomltif" (1976 at Wb,dlni: J-ligh. ]980 and 1995 ,it Wlx:din; ~)
To,: 1993 wu. fin.al WU one of lh: memnblc champioowp p.nr, Ul W,VlL boy;t;' bt&dball 
his!o!}'-, Aw}''• Pa!riotJ dd"Cl!bl B«Uey Vrooornw 'illibon <J9.-96 Ill I trlple-mfflim: mn--1-k wo tw.J oo,, ~ Palrlot squad flrmh as the mie n.mner-up (lWTJ 1111d fcu- ~uww i=ns (1988, t'l'XI, 
1998 wd 2Cro).Andy roa:::IJro In 922 i;,.m,::, snd hi• clubs n~ only tJrrc,e Josln1 $C1UO!U. Urder hl1 tlircctb,, 
'Wbcc!lni HiP, ao.l ~ling Pmi: quallfW for M OVAC m;,nl W .t:111: ~. In 37 yan Ill the t\l/0 Ohio 
County tcboo11, Andy p;oou=I 31 lleCtlooal ch3mpkmhlp tcamJ, ~ Rc:iO!J One lit!® ard 1L\ Ohio \'alky Athldic 
Coiif~ <livlsi"° prnrunt wilmm. 

Throujh IIIO'it ofhl1 c=er, lh: V.'beclini\ Wil<l."ll!J ml Part. Palrlou domJRaL:,,:J their rt,,.U Ul the couf=, win-
n±ng 78 perc-ent ofthe!r pme3 apinst OVAC ~-l1zy also ll\llllally pl.lyttl a ~le llw lo::loocil mlllY of 
the tap ~I Jl"ll'tTI !n the mie. AnJy roac-hed foor Wm Vllplli-1 Pb},::r of the v-~ and haJ 31 p!Jy
cn earn~ ad1olmhifl", indudinj K\1'1111 Dhillon I IUlwr.ru. 

H, 111.·icc IO.'a& boraed u lhe OVAC Coad! oflhc Yi::m-(1976 and 1995). In 20:»,he was~ u !he Upper Ohio 
½Hey Dapper Dan Out,·" Co-Man of th0 Year 41oot wllh Moma:, Cw:nl C"""h hy Cm=1:1.. ln 2007 bi: was the 
=ipkttl of the Earl Haberfo:ld Co;icbe,' A-.md f'R'seull:ll by th: commilltt illRctlni !he llllllllAI Samuel A. Mumley 
OVAC Blill1ball C\zwc. A 19.'\~ v,id~ of \Vheclini: llii/1 School. Arny ua,1uatctl from Wai Liberty State 
Colkjc In !%3, He wa, l bo.lldh.oll .tuti:r llll<l lencnnan II both tdKdt. 

Joe Fortunato (Atwet, .1940,J 

Joe FtJtttfflldo (Mingo Hip) School, Cl!l.!s of 194&). A nine-time letterw!nner In 
three ~ at Mingo {football, ba<;le1ball and bn.sehnlll, he was nn All-Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference performer M a fOO!ball anii bo.sl..elb:ill pl~yer. 

Forumato enrolled at VUI:inla Military lmtitutc, but tnnsfem<l to MiS-motppl SIJ.le 
vrhtn the Keydcts' head =h Slid Mocton 11.1:t."Cptetl the job wilh tbe BuUdop. At 
Mw~ippi Str.te. Fortunato became an Al!-So~em Coofcrc:nce fullbocl-line
bacJ.a. 

The bononble mention All-Ameri.Cll performer led Mi.u.is,sippi State in rumin.: III1<l 
Jud~ iame hli;h of 169 ya:nh aµillSI North Texn.s Stnte, 

Highlight of his colleg!.cuc = ocrurm:I when the Bulh1ogs defeated national champion T= 7-
0. \'olun.teeo' Coacll Genen.l Tom Neylnml pnlwi Foourmto after the~ by calling him ooc of the 
gru.tc:St pla}'eri hh teanu .ei Ten:ne:= bad eva foced. 

FOOUJmto WIili drruro ill the~ round by the Qllciq;o Be.an, but played ooc ~ ln the Ctnadian 
Wgue before ,lgnlni; with the Nutional Football l.caguc team. 

He slllrtcd 111 lirrl>ader f01 12 aeiuom {19.'\5-1966) wilh I.he wMO!IDC111 of the Midw;iy~ III1<l wiu oame<.l 
first team All-Pro~ ti~ l1k,og wilb bciog 1electc<l for tbe Pro Bowl 011 five OCOIS!on-i. The tlcfemive 
captain of the &an was !ihoc3ptainofthe Jui Pro Sowl te.am=kd by the Jegcn&ry Vina: Lombnnll. 

After his pbyloi; c;m,er, Fortu:nn.to spcot two scasooB oo the Bun' staff, coaching tbe llnebackn one 
yi:-ar Md Ihm 8C:l"Vinl: u defensive coonlltultor the oext ye.Ill". 

FOl1.UIUIIO olw l~ the only Ohio Valley~ to be a:lcctal to the National ltclla:n Amcrk.an Sports Hall 
of Fame. He wos the lcooing vote.getter in The lntelli~·~ 197U AU-Tune Ohio Valley Team, whkh 
Wllll ~ by n VOk; of I.he arc:i spom fans. 

Foftunato olso [.,i D member of the Upper Ohlo Valley ~ Dun Hall of f&oe. 

John Reger (AtWet,. t950.J 

JMl11 Rtpr(Limly Hlih Scbool. Cius of 19~). Thl:t all-OVAC ~ in foothill 
nod batlctbcill wa, indocli::d hrtu the Wheeling Oty Hall of FWIC io 1993, 

Rea-er·, foodlllll t.ehievem:nts ~ =hbie comiderrnj: that be wu leu Ul4ll 1ll.
fm lllll nnd ..,-el£be,.I _fu3i 12'1 poundi wbeii be be~ oowpetlng u • hlgh M:bool athlete. 
but b0 had mca important attribw:1 IUdl" a huge, compdillve B!lU1 llJld the dctami
iwlon of a youth twice ht.. UU,. He playetl fullbad l!ld lincwdcr II LiOJ.ly llltl cllJ)tlin,',.l 
lhc 1949 Clliet 5qUJJ.l th.at lost just ooe game lo Triadelphla (Z0..19) in wb.a.t wu ri:gard
<:tl u the most mcmrnuble hlpl tcbool football (."(ll)tl,lt played ooriag that en ut Whttlilljj 
lsiaod Stadium. 

Reger wi:rrt on to the Ualvenlty of Pltubtirih Oil a foo!hctll l<:bolarsblp antl bis freshm.rn team In 19:50 wrot 
untlefea!ro. After Juli thml nnity i!OJJe1 the foU(J\1/ln; yen, biJ colleglatc =r wu ended by a lnee injury. 
"The Vl'heellng IWlvc rrtumed home: and wu wod.lng In a gC1J1Jlloe ltition wheo hi, former hiib tchool coach. 
Etz Rine,~ a tryout for him wi1h the PilliliurBh S11:ckn even tbouYJ be had not played footbl,Jl ill th=: 
yearll. DlJp!aylng the aamc grit and detcrrniual!on he had shown ln blgh tcbool, Rea-er opened the 199~ 'CliOO 
a, one of !he Stcden' !i\artlni:; Hn,diatl~. During hlJ nllle 11:115Cll\J In Pittsbuq:h, Reger earned thrc:c Pro Bow! 
lnvimliooa. 1-k became captain of the Skclen lkfrn:iivc unit I.D1il ..,'ll voied Ill the team"• MVP during !be 1959 
ilea$0!1. Re~ pLi)'a:I In hh fim Pro Bowl In 1960 and mrde two (l10fe appc:llCWICCl lo 196111W 1%2. 

He Sllllaloed a life-thrnuenina- nn,J nur =-mdlng ln_lury during biJ final 11Cawn in Pittsbt.o-gh durlng a 
~ against the Elli;le, at FanlJ.in Field In ~lladclphla. Re~ was hit in the head ,ux1 had a SJl41ID ln bl, throll 
trnd rut otr aJ:r. Fornmatcly. tbe ambulance th!,y iclll for included oty~ and he wa11 ri:vi\'ed. Followini that 
twrowlng lncklcnt. every tum Jn the NFL wa n:qulrcd to h.iivc otyi;ai on the 1i.lolioe,s. 

Reger Wit:! pbced on Wai\'l:tJ by tbe Sl.eebil prior to lbc ,wt or the l'l:i1JIM ICllOII. ln 1964 ant.I he W:11 plcl;ed 
up by !he Wuhlngtcm Redsliua, for whom he playnl Ihm,= yan before ri:tirinj. O,,•tn!L he pl~)"W i:.? u,a... 

=In the NFL. 

Robert 'Bo' Mcconnaughy (Athlet,. 196&) 

Ro/Nrt 'Bo' MtCONttU1JhJ (Wbeellq Ceolral High School. Clas:,; of 196(i), 1-k wu a 
two-tport fOOJ0111 foc !he Maroon Klligh:1I In the mid 1960a, ltllmnJ:" In tmtetb:dl aod 1:wc
boll. 

McConmuPJY WlU • four-year lenerman ln boo! lp(TII, i::aiiiinil fmt--lc8D\ .U.wic boo
en ill baseball !IS a IC!lior. Tom wnc rear be gamoml accoo<l•team all-West Vu-i:lnla J.cw. 
rci1 ln hoop,i llficr hdpioi: le.iitl the Maroon Kolghts ID tbe Weal Vllp!W Catholic 
Toumwnent title. 

In hmob.ill, McCorma.ui/ly U <Ul!lideml ODC ol the tat llumopa the Ohlo Valley ptqi 
mw Ml C'.U pmiuccd. He went oo to it&J ot West Ubclty State College In both sports. 

In 1971J, McCOOIJiui::Jly lll'm nmneJ f!nl-tcm! 1111-V,'VIAC u • ~ an,J &hortly 
tbeu:afla J!gncd a pmf=iorw oootract with the BalllmcR Orloks. A J-"Cll" i-t:~iomly, bi: \11:l;t tlnflcd by the 
Cincilllllli Rctls ill the 24th round, five J'OUilda ahead of Km Griff~, Sr. 

He ,pent lhfec: years lo tlr; Oriob' fllml ryttem befcre n:tumlng home and ,wrini forlhe WMWOOJ Rctls of 
the Ohlo Valley Bmeb11l L.cagoe. 

Bo wm a 1eeimd-lclun aJl..;:onf,:rwc,:, sclcction °" a IClllor for lbe Hmtoppcn' hoop team. 
McCOIOWl&hY !l3.'I malouiB::d lili rela!ionship wlth Wm Liberty. fuilihlnc up bi.I 23th year .11 llE Hilhof¥n' 

im,chall helm. 
He 1w acromilt.teJ moce tbnll ~ wiru at hi, alma m.-.ta ID go wilh li\'e coof= crowm ood a berth in llE 

1990 NAL\ World Serita. l',lcCornauiby Jed the Bl&i:I; & Gold to their linl-evcr NCAA Re£lroal PJoyo(f, In 

'""· McC=ihY W!l:I ele1..-!ed to tir; w~ Liberty StuleColki!= llllll ofFiune in 19Sl!. He hu been nmned WVIAC 
Cooch---Of-lbc• Year oo four occa,iom. 

In llddltion to tweball. he Im i:o:icbeJ f~bllll, !rad. llJld men·, and wom,;,:n·1 lmlctb:L!l al WCSI Ubcny. He la 
C\nCllly inc~ of tbe WLlC lntmnunil Progr,un. 
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Bill Hinegardner (Coaehe,J 

IWl H/Juprdlln (Meadow Brldp HlilJ. Scbool. C1au of l 960). Rdcmd lo by l!io: late: Bill 
VmHm:aemW.VLW~"•"MmofOwacla."1-ft11Cpdoo-it:ecim:Jbil~ka-·1do:~ 

=~~':=;!~~~~~~~=~ 
llll!h:maticJ adia lo !he 1964-6S i-hool yrn-. He: 'Cnro m 1111 al.mlml cozim. rn 111res1Jmg and 
football at M1xmdnille Hli:h fer lh= y=-i befon: l&io; mtt th: head 111:ullillt r,o!Jlioo ville!,_ 
!be O'.lll$O\id1led Johll M.acmill Hi~ Sc!nil ~ illdo.'.11"1 II th: olbd oflhc 19M-69 11;:hool. 

~=~~~:~~~i,=~~~~~iea:.,!~rr;1v~ 
MA ~lfll (l'ITT, 1973, JQ74 ard llffil). Th: M<mardJ., \I/en: also nun:rHIJl fDlll' 
tlme1 an:! fumml lowi:r lh3a ilith p!ta ol!ly OIICe ln !be W. ¼. SWe TOllrTWTIClll. Th0 Ron Maud; OVAC W~ 
tlxmwr,:::111 "'.., Hm,,g:anloer'1 Jenn Mmh.eil ~ 1111.e lhc rM"nll 1ea111 OOc foortirra (19TI. 'i.l. '7-4, 77) mi 
fhilihleCCRlfi11"tlmi:s.Th:Mom:rdlJlllwaroedflnOVACCl.w4-Alitbm:l~u0-4-ADualMed.lllia
nm fi\'e tln:a. From Doxmber of 1971 llirol!ih Di=mber of 1976, Hlnepnir,er'1 WJtSlkn wm- tm11Jb 41 Jtniplt 
dual mstd1el wilro.11 ll defeat. 1-fu ovm.ll wd ITTed =mi wu 13:J..2'}..I. Jlirl:p!tmel""a pnlillm1 pnwcul 20 IDdlnl
ual llfllt c:lwr¢Jm. lo 1996. bi: was a membo of the [lite Miu l..lmq-,", ~ lhal lru kfui Mnhlil to tbe W. Va.. Oai 
MAfcoowl title. He Ja"'.'Cd u Pm.i.1m! erDinrtxofthe W. ¼. Wr1'SIJ!n.: C~A!IOC~ th::RetJoaOmCoada 
A»oclllioo; Mmli.,.11 Cc,;,my Cllldo A.<Sol.iD!irn: C1r0i=ttt ollbe OVAC lOO W. \-Ii.. SWe Toomamcm: El.cadlve 
Brnnl ~ of !he OVAC inl the Y{VSSAC fer Wrcillinj. !Ii:a llliards lndtll.le Nliiooo Wrnliln& Hall ol Fam; 
Lifetime Serna, hi Wrntllnj- Awartl (2004): !'wJollil HI~ Sctl,x,i Coaches A.noci.ol.i<,n Otmid 3 Coadi of the Yar 
(1976); OVAC Cozcb ofth:: Y<:«(1974): W, V... WmtllJJi C011Choflbc Y...- (lh= tb:o,es); U~Obi<J VaIIC)' Dapper 
Dim Achllm::mctt Awmil {!U'O tlmei); Mr. Mn Av."Wl fer CIIllrilllllJan to t1,oc ipil of '11-TCStliDJ lo !he OVAC (1984); 
U(tlel" Ohio \'"1le)' Dappa-Oao Cm R. fumiHAwanl !2COO); Moond.\•ille A= Jl1111or C.lmmberofCOfTIIICm:Jlmf.dfc 

~=W!'1~ ~~~7 rn! ~1-gi:1n ~~~\n~ w~J= ~ :~ 
Smiol OUlrld II Rll'cr Hlth a.i a Gul<lmce Cmm,elcr uni.ii he rc1ired In 200-I. 

Don Fleming (Athlere • 19so,J 

DMI FJ.t:.hq (Shadytidc Hi¢! Sdionl. Cw• of I'm). The t..-c;.time All-Ow, Valley 
Athil:Lii: Coofcrcn:e flnt iet.m ~ lo foocba!I, f1c-mi3i t1U ~ of the Tii;cn' UOOI:· 
fcaleil coof=n::e ch.tmpion.l ln !',54. He mo pi.ai-·ai = for the S!u:i,J>-i;ide 1qUld thaI won 
DO OVAC Wvision tll!c III l:wlctball. Thll \ntllllk ~ playnl In lbe Ohio &:.!-Wm Afl. 
SW b=ooI1 pmc b!:ld in Coluiuau 1111d pcif~ in lbe Ohio-Wat \'qln:la All-Star 
Foolb4Il Game hdd during the Sllrn:rrrr of 195., at \ll'beclin.: him;! St11dlum. Fleming ""art oQ 

to !he llitiven.!ly of Fkri.la rn a foolball scoolarmlp. He llr'U a threc·}'CU stArtcr aro:I a two
WD)' end r,:rfonner fer !he Gllon.1-k ltu elected l'l!JUin of the 1958 leeJ:ll thst played hi tbe 
Galer Bowl and was n memba of the Afi.-Soulhca.rtml Cmfemice 1o::1m tl:"11 li.llll:W: y=. He 
..,,.,.. drukrl by the Chi.ca~ C=liims of the Nltimal Foolhell ~ and lbe Bonoo r-.uriou 
oflhc Ammno Food,;:ill J...eai:uc. Jf(}<l-1'vcr. Fkmi.i~ ~bmJ to n=m:lin !n rolle,r to ccrnpJetc, ... m on his de,= am 
pby h=htll. Ao, 1 lmklr. Flemln8 !Ibo.,..,.. cboseo captain of the Florida baieball team tJ:w w.m tbe SOC~
omlup !1,1)<] earnal ll bcnh in lb: NCAA loum:un,:!1.l. l.o !he~ of 1959, ~ euTll:\l ld,:pi:c aa I i:onst""1ioa. 
cnplCCf. Wbeo Paul Brown, OllF!lCJ.-cnadl of !he O:velam Broww. lrlltkd foc Fle-mlnlf1 NF1. rl&J",ta, Acmlnt 
byp=ed Ii~ioi: ..,,itJ1 the lmchall &ltlmore Orloks mJ deci<bj to pllly prnfeui.col foc.lbill. lklpl1e never~ 
playo;I def<=ive ood, he ltmed u ll J00U: with !he Browm !II Wc1y llfkl made th: NA.. All-Rookk k:llm ill 1960, 
After h!J third acaaoo wtth th: Browm. F1cmiol[ wu IWllOU to the All·NFL fITTt t=n. ln 1h11 olf•iUJOIL, ,mile wort.
~ oo a coarooctioo job baildioi at a bml in Florida., Flcml.og wu lillcd lo ao ckctrlc:al. accident. Born JU11C II, 

~Ti!i~~~i:~~~=·~~lout~~=:i-i.::: 
IWl'ru No. -46. ""-hich wu hi.I uu:mber. 1k Ullr,-=ity of fkri.b ~ Ju mtn:rrwra.l fidJ.. FlemlllJ Acid, m;l lbc 
fuida Alwnni Awxwlon ~ ll1 a\1/W ln hit llllmC tbJ1 i.l i:]=i llllUlalJy l<l !he r;ni,. lo lOJ 1JDt 
e=:nplify~ !he bc:<t lca<k:nhip qwl.itlcl. He lll50 w.11 le~ for mductlOCI !mo the Univcr1ily of Aorir.Ja', Hall ol 
Fune and ii ll llXltlber oflhe State offloritla', A1hletic Hall ofFlille. S~~ High School. mllRd hi.I Ulllllhcr(.'19) 
UOO oa:mod its athlttic OllllJllex Fleming F,e!,.J. 

Bob Kelley (Athlete • 196&J 

Bilb KttkJ (Weir High School, C\=i of 1961). Kelley mide the mos( ofhlJ ~fled 
and speedy lep to uni: his niche into the Weir High and OVAC m.mtl boob lo two 
sport,. He wm a rar IJ<Jtb oo the gridiron llltl the trad:. dndm for the RetJ Rk.k:n. 

Kclky - coocixd by the legendary Jim Carey - rmhed for 2,730 yanh ond -42 
com:r twdxlowm. Kelley led Wl'ir to a 10- I sea'lOl1 and the Wat Vupcia lmle 
champiot:l.mlp In 1%0. He plned 1.2.'\9 yanl, 1/Jzt )'C-81" with 22 toochdowrn. 

In the 40-0 fOl.l( of Nitro lo the IIUlk charnp!oo.<,bip g3IOC. Kelley 01as & ooe-OW\ 
wreddn; crew, He tallied fOUJ m aod ~ foc o fifth. 

Kelley WIili &50 a two-way Harter u a junior for the Red Ridm. He wu the a:cond 
unckrclasmien in IIUlk bl.tory \0 receive the Keanedy Awwtl (l9~9), bellowed ~ yi::ar on the 1Utc'1 
prem!er prep fooiball pLiyer, 411d tbe fin;t winna fnxn tbc OVAC. The fiTiHeam aIJ-.Wcu Yug!nia and all--
OVAC booirec ~ the WtgWW11 nod Sdiowtic t.tapzine Afi•Amcrlmn liooon ,i, the Red Riden ¥reltl 
nml;cd !Ith aatiooally. He played In the OVACAll·SwGnme and left with Mrnt ¼.lll!lbk Player~. 

Kelley WW IJlllde his mark bl trrl bb lelllor ~ He c~ 11 Slee] Valley l..car;ue recml of9.~ 
aeco:l1lh for the 100-ywtl dash IDl an 0\'AC med. lllmklard of 10.1 M:Coi:xi! Ill the wr,: d.l.!.lan::e. 

He WM \'Oltd mcm \'lUUllbk perfortJXJ at the OVAC meet where he \I/Oil three gold medah and OllC ailver. 
He went on to wl:n foor iegkJDal tru titkl and four llDl'l: me<lt,b in the ,we meet, IB::Jwl.ng m:md place in 
the 100--ywtl dash. 

After ~ fnxn Weir. Kelley rnMriculucd to Camemn Junior Colkgi: in Ollibomn. He Jed the Aggia 
to the ruco chnmplornhlp, ~ Bakr.ificld, 28-20, in a game played in the Rocc Bowl. Kelley led 
Cameroo wllh 7l2 y11nh Oil the~. c.aming firn-11:lllll llll-OU!homa Confc:rmce team boocn. He wu aim 
booorcd oo the 1961 Jumor College Helms Atbktic Founo:llltiJJll Alf-Amcrbll ~ 115 a ~-tc:am halfbad.:. 

He lalcr allelldcd Oklahoma Stale and Colom&::,, but Will ilielincd iJue to lnjuric,. 

Gene Cattane (AtW,re. 1970.J 

Gmt C,:itr,,,M iSI.. Oamrille Hiih. Scbool, Gui of I 'TTT). Ca.ttme pllt to;:ctb::r 1111 h-rp'c1--
~ve fow-)'Ci:I" ==- on the tliamond ~ • 1hcrWop ard pitcher foc !he Red Dcvi\1. 

Some 30)11211 l41tr,hc lllll rvib ln Obio'Jtop IOin tttu ltlti.,tical C'llq:,.ic,- Na.4oo 
theall--tiu>ecareefl:iliH5twl!b 17:.?andNo. 7 lnRBiwllh 14,. In ]D'l Vfflil)'clllle'l,~'1 
can:a ownben aholncludcd • battl.oi a~ o< A31 with !Tl runs srored, :?9 mme nms. 
13 ttlplel Ind 2' doubb. Ao, a pltl,er, he coropikrl • 14-11 Clll'l:Cl' n:conl. 

He ""1l'I I four--tlme all· Villey selccllon (tcmr-.l team a, 1 fri::.hmui Md fit:.I ~ the llCll 

th= ycan, iDl:lutlin! leJVlng u apwn ma aenklr) Ind be wm telc:ctcd to puticipatc in four 
E.a,t,:m Obio e.-.hall ~ All-SW Gam.::t. Cananc wa., also tllbh::d for the Ohio All-Star 
Serln ln Columb..t-i, equl\.'Ullt to ~l: all--wtc IED<n ac Iha! ~. 

Al I IC!lll.or. CatillllC helped the llro ~~ib to the OVAC □- :J..A dwr¢omhlp am a 23-9 ovcn1J mud He 
balled .478 {nflh h:J. the vliky) wilh vaJli:y-~ totili of 5-4 hlli,, 10 borne llllll. 38 RBI al'li 35 rum tccnd. & 
lUD b.ad four trlpla, ili OOllbk:t -1 16 s!olen i.--t. OD the mound. bi: wu 6-.2 with a 1.73 E.RA. In 52.2 lnningl. 
Jlru.ing <M 71 .. mic ~ 27 nod llllowlnt 31 hltt. c-·• jllllJa- oumben flrludo,;f i1 .-451 ~ (fifth lo !be 
OVAC) wl.th vaJli:y ~ in tw:oc; ruru (81 and RBI 06) alona- with 40 hib, livc dooolc1, Ihm: tripb &IE 26 fUlt'I 
M:Ored. Al• IOphomcre. he hit .349 widi valley hi~ in W1DC Tillll (9) and RBI (46) aiooc wiJh 38 hiu, four duo
Wc<i. lhree triplea m;l 32 nuu acorcd. Ila ffWlml.ll 1<ba lndudro a .449 •Ycrage (fourth hi !he OVAC) aocl Vlilcy
lcadlng rrwb ln hiU (40) and rum sand (34) alooi with 10 doobb. thttt lriple.l. two oomc rum 11M 25 RBI. 

In llOiditioil to hiJ hJih iclr.ol e.tp!olts. Canan: wu aha a JWnllll Ami:rican Legion pll)"l'I'. He wu tllll1m Ohio 
Amcicm l.zglan Pbyu ~the Year lo l'.l76 lflcr letldlni M.aynanl f'OII 666 to• stllle rtni£f"lljl ~ wiJb a 2&-7 
=-mi. battiflt: J5(] far the~ inc~ .433 ln RVCll '°"1rTlllmeJK pmc:::1. J-k IUSiJ played f..- !U.-c than JO yeat1 
w!th Maynard oftbe Ohio 'hlJcy BIUmlll I.ell~ llllli wm • pemmltJ all-WC. 
~. lndoctcd Into !he SL C, Hall of Fame in 1006, dlro in• coal minmi; ll<riilenl OJJ Sep!:. 10, llJ'Xl M tbe qr 

of 31. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Leon (Athlete~ 1970s) 

Juhn Leon (Brooke High School, Class of 1976). This Bruin starred in three sports, 
etching his name into the OVAC annals as one of the premier football linemen am! track 
weightmen evcr la compete in the conference. 

Leon - who W1lll also a standout grappler at Brooke - was a two-way line star for 
the powerful Bruins, earning a myriad of all-star accolades, induding the 1975 Ken 
Hunt Award, going to the Lineman of the Year in West Virginia, making Leon the first 
OVAC winner of the prestigious honor. 

Loon Jed Smoke to 11 9-1 season CJ1 mute to the OVAC d1ampiomhip in his junior 
campaign before earning all-conference and all-state laurels as a senior. The powerful 
Leo11 played in the 1976 OVAC AU-Star game. captaining tl1e Mmmtaincers !() victory. 

He wa:i just as impressive in track circles, rewriting the OVAC record books in lhe shot put and dl.irns. In 
tl1e 1976 state meet, Leon launched the imn lm!I 59. l, breaking !he W. Va. standard by some two feet. The 
record lasted two yean before being eclipsed by future Olympian Randy Bameg. Lenn wun three sUlte thmw· 
ing titles, two in the shotput and one in the disrns. 

Lt'tm WM a)J;0 11 force on the mats, compiling a 48•6 mark as a junior and senior heavyweight. 
Upon graduation from Brooke, Leon accepted a football scholarship Ill Notre Dame. lie was a thrce•year 

letterman for the Fighting Irish as a guard. Die Irish woo two Cnttnn Bnwb aod 011C Gator Bowl during his 
career at South Bend. After graduating from Notre Dame, he received his MD degree from West Virginia 
University in 1984. 

He has been a nullologist for 20 years. He is the current president of Radiological l'hyoidans As~ociates. 
He is past president of !he West Virginia Radiological Society, past president of the Marlon County Medical 
Society as wcJl 113 pau president of the Fairmom Field Club. 

Leon lllldhis wife Maney have been married for 22 years. They ha\'C four children; Johnny, Camille, lsabc!la 
and Joseph. 

Anthony Reed <AthM,. mo,) 
Anthony Hted{Whccling Park High School, Class of !989), Reed Id) a lasting mark 

on lhe athletic scene both for the Patriots and the OVAC. e\'idcnt when he became the 
first person inducted into the Wheeling Park Sports Hal! of fame in 1997 for his 
aploits in basketball and trnck. 

On the basketball court, Reed was a two•timc first learn All-W.Va. Class AAA &c!cc
tion. serving as captain as a junior. He was a two-time USA Tnday W.Va, Player nf the 
Year and the Gatorade State Player of the Year as a senior. He also gained first team All· 
OVAC and All-Valley accolades twice and WM a trl-captain on Tue Jntclli1,,renc~r·~ all• 
decade team of the 1980s. 

Tiie 6-4 wing scored 1,29() points in two seasons, including what Mill stands as a 
school-recnrd 66J points (a 28.9 per-game ll\"Crage) as a senior. He a1•cragcd 11.5 rebounds per game that year 
and also ret what was then an OVAC-reconi 88 three•point goals as a teoinr. As a junior, Reed was selcrted 
to the West Virginia Class AAA All-Tournament team. 

In tr,u;k, the talc11ted Reed was a stellar performer in the high jump, hurdles and relays. 
A IWl).time Wes! Vi<ginia Class AAA state champion in the high jump (indudlng a meet-record 6 ft. 9 in. 

effort), he also set what was theo a valky•record with a 6 ft. 11 in. leap. Recd placed second in the 1 JO-meter 
high hurdles at t!ie state meet (14.65 teconds) and Wa!I on state championship relay teams IO help Park finish 
a close second in the Class AAA state meet in I 989. 

The Park product also made his presence fc!t nt the collegiate level, starting and lettering for three years at 
Cleveland State University. He scored 1,090 points (ranking him 10th on the all-time CSU scoring list at the 
time), averaging 151i points per game as a senior to cam second team A!I-Mid Continent Conference acm• 
lades. As a junior, he averaged 13.2 points per game and received the Paul Stewart Aw:m.l presented tu the 
player whose unsung contributions did the most to further the success of the tcam .. Reed also won the Mid
Continent Conference high jump charnpinnship us a junior. 

Chris Enochs (Athlete - 1990s) 

Chri.i Emx:hi (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1994). Enochs cJ1Ccdkd in three sports 
for the Golden Bean, but it was baseball where he would make his bi.;ge,;t impact. 

Enochs' senior M:IU<>n diamond exploits earned him first team all-West Virginia Class 
AA accolades and he Wllil named t!ie "Player nfthe Year" by bnth Gatnrade and USA Tnday 
and was selected lL'I tb~ runru:r-up for that honor by the W. Va. Sport.writers Assodatinn, 

Also a first team all-OVAC Class 3-A fin;t teamer and ••Player of the Year·' and an all
Valley first teamer and •'big school'' captain, Enochs led the valley with 11 home runs and 
42 RBI whlle batting .442. His pitching totals included a 6-4 record and a 122 E.R.A. with 
106 strikeouts and 26 walks in 63 innings. lie pitched a perfect game for Oak Glen against 
Tunmtu. 

On the basketball court, Enochs was fin;t team all-OVAC and all-Valley and was an hunorablc mention all-West 
Virginia Class AA choice" He averaged !9.2 puints and 132 rebounds per game as a senior and finished his career 
with 1Jl47 points. 

On the football field, Enochs earned first team all-West Virginia Class AA ru a quarterback after leading Oak 
Olen to its first-ever WVSSAC playoff appearance. Also a first team al!-OVAC Class J-A and all-Valley pick, he 
led the valley with 1,729 passing yards. 

Drnflt.'li hy the C!cvcland lndlam in !994, Enochs opted for a schn!mhip to West Virginia Univcn;ity where he 
became the Big East ••Pitcher of the Year", first team All-East Region and was a second team Al!•Amcrican pick 
by Baseball America, 'Ilic Sporting News and the National Collegiate Baseball Writers. Named the tcam·s m· 
MVP, he was 12-1 on the mound with a 3.03 E.R.A. and IO complcle games, including a no•hittet against 
Vil!aoova. A$ 11 junior he was named the Big East Tuumament's MVP and Outstanding Pitcher. Enochs had 21 
wins, including 14 complete games, in hi~ three-year Mountaineer career. 

Following his junior year, he became the highest drafted player in OVAC history. selected No. I I in the first 
round by tlie Oakland Athletics in 1997. The 6-3, 225•pound right-hander with a 93•mile per hour fasthal! played 
nine seasuns in the minor leagues, the first seven in the Oakland urganization and then one year each for Houston 
and Pittsburgh. lfo pitched in 250 games with a 45.52 rccnrd and a 4,9! E.R.A., po,1ting 661 strike<:iuta while 
walking ]80. He was a member of the Class AAA Pacific Coast League champion Sacramento Rivercnta and 
played for the Puerto Rkan Winter l.caguc champ inn Ponce Leones. 

Enoch! ulso played for Team USA, winning n silver medal nt the 2001 Wmld Cup in Taiwan. 
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Jennifer Hyland Brown (A1h1,1,. 19so,J 
Je1111ifer llyfu11d Brmm (River High School.Class of 1986). She ranks among the all

time greats in girls' tr.ick. ha1·ing excelled at the conference, league aud stutc Inds of 
cmnpctition as a sprinter. 

In four years at OVAC Championship meets, Hyland scored a whopping 126 points as 
River wnn two Class 2-A team titles (1983 nnd '86) and finished as runner-up twice 
(!984 and '85), During her freshman, sophomore andjuni()f yealll, she won the J{XJ.200 
and 400-meters and was on the winning !600-mcter relay team. While as a senior. she 
won the 400 und 160(J..rclay ond was second in the JOO and 2{K). 

ln state meet compctitinn, Hyland was the 400.mcterrunner-up as a freshman in 1983; 
first in the 400, sccooc! in the l(K) nnd third in the 200 ag a sophomore in 1984 (her 24 points single•handedly 
gave River a thinl place finish in the state); first in the 400 as a junior in 1985; and first in the 400 wllh a 
stnte·record time of 55.65, and on the sixth pince 1600-metcr relay team ns a seniur in 1986. 

Hyland a!so sparkled in Ohio Valley Track League (OVTJ..) Championship mccu for the Lndy Pilots, 
winning the 200 and 400 a!l four years while Inking the 100 1he last three. 

She also enjoyed tremendous success in the Belmont County Rdays, finishing as the top scorer as a 
sophnmorc after winning the HKl, 200 and 400; duplicating the top srnn::r foat as a junior by winning the same 
three c\'cnts {including a meet rccurd in the 2(X)): and ,;coring the same "triple" as a senior (bet!cring her mark 
in the 200). 

She was selected All·Ohio in the 400-metcrs a!l four ycan by the Ohio Association of Track and Cross 
Country Coaches. She was alro an All-District and All-Valley honoree in multiple c\'ents, In 1984,Jlyland was 
named hmmrnhle mcntino High School All-America and in 1986, she was invited to participate in the Midwest 
Meet of Champions in Indiana, an event showcasing the best senior uth!ctcs fmm Ohio, Indiana and Il!inois. 

A member of tile River High Schlml Wall ufFame, she recdvcc! a scholan;hip to run track at West Virginia 
University where she competed for une season. 

Jose Davis (Athlete~ 1990s) 

Jose Davli (Bellaire lligh Sch<x,l, Gass of !996). Davis put together snme eye-popping 
numbers in bnth football and basketball, eamlng him All•Ohio recognition in hoth sports 
during his stellar career. 

On Ilic gric!imn, Davi., was a three"year starter at quarterback, leading his team Ill a record 
of 3()..5. As a a<:ninr, he !cc! the Big Red/i to a third straight OVAC Class J-A championship. 
first undefeated regular seasnn and first•evcr OHSAA playoff appearance (Bellaire 
ad\"anced tn the Divis inn IV state champiunship game, losing a 50-44 double-OT thriller to 
Vcn;aillcs). lie finished the season 253•of-406 passing for 3,551 yards and 32 TDs while 
adding another 10 scores rushing. Da\·is earned Ail-Ohio Division IV Offensive Player nf 
the Year honors and was runner•up for the prestigious Mr. football award as a senior, He 
a!su received first team All•Eastcm District.All-OVAC Class 3·A and AU.Valley big school accolades on multiple 
o:;casions. The talented signa!-ca!kr set BUS career records for most yards gainOO (7 306), pass attempt! (790), 
pass rnmplctinns (455), highest completion percentage (55.7). passing yards (6,76g) and ID pa!!~cs (60). 

On the hardwood, Davis staned and !encred four years, racking up J ,457 puims. 479 rebounds, 167 assists and 
151 steals (all ranking in the tup five on the DUS c=r fat). His all-star accolades in basketball included first team 
All·Ohio Division Ill, AH,Eastcm District. A!!-OVAC Oass J-A and AH-Valley big school. lie was also named 
third team All• American as a scniur. 

Also a thrce--year lencrman in haseball at Bellaire, Davis cnn!inuetl his career at Kent Stale University. A thn...,. 
year starter nud letterman fnr !he Golden Fla~hcs in football, he put Up equally impressive numbers including 
siugle•game recnni for most pass attempts (59), c"mplctions (341 and TD passes (7); singlc-w,tsou marks for 
offensive yards (2,883), pass attempts (365), pass cnmp!etions (!94), passing yards (2,707) and TD pasi;cs {32); 
and career records for offensive yards (7,731), passing yards (6,7'.!'.!.) and TD passes (5'.!.). He had a Mid.American 
Cunfcrencn record 55! y,mis passing in 1997 against Central Florida and when he left KSU, he ranked 10th in 
MAC history: in passing yards and was third in TD passes. 

Davis a!w doubled as point guard nn the Kem State bask.et ball team iu !IJ97•98. 
Pmfes~ional!y, Davis played for the Winnipeg Blue Bombelll nfthc Canadian Football League in 2000 anc! 2001; 

for the Ohio Valley Gre;·hounds of the National lnduor Funthall League in 2002, leading ttie team In the lenguc title 
by passing for 1,668 yards and J7 TDs and earning championship game MVP honors; for the Indiana Firehirds uf 
the Arena Football Lca1,'!IC in 2(X)3, die Colorado Crush ia 2!Xl4 and 2fKl5; and the Grand R:lpids Rampage in 2006. 

OVAC Museum Seeks Memorabilia 
The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation's largest 

high school conference with 46 member schools, has estab
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its 
member schools - past and present - and is currently seek
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase 
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office 
at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse 
of WesBanco Arena before you leave tonight's OVAC Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony. 

Bob Hedmond (OVAC 'Fumlly'J 

day~~tr:~~:!~:s 
1!~:;::11~:~;:~~~~ ~:ti™~t::f1

:~b~1r>:::J-~~~~1'/~ il1~~~~ 
half-mile lil!c and played m llu: ! 9--18 OVAC Charity All•Star l'ontball Game m which he sustamed 
tum knee cartilage. 

pla~Jf~u~i:.t':fnJ~7;~~~,~ ~~Y~W,~~~;l~~fn~'j~di95T.'l00 a1 Shepherd o,Uege where he 
In roaching, Hcdmond met wi1h sucrcss at every stop. He was especially adept at starting ne<>· 

phytc pmgrams ()!" rebuilding learn$ that nccdcd a spark. He crnu:hed fon!lmll, track and/or 
wn:st!ing at several schm,ls, including Ox~n Hill (Md.),. E:,st Livcrpm1l, Brooke and S1Cube1wi!le. 
Hedmllnd starred the pmgram at Oxtiu Hill and tonk his team fmm an 0•5-4 record the first year 
to a 5-3-1. lie bec:tme the first head h,tba11 coach at lhc mnsolidalcd Brooke Hi~h Schonl in 
1969 and led the Dmins to an O_VAC championship. Hcdm(md took nwr at,Stcubeuv1l1e in l gg t and directed the Jc/Terson 
County s_quad for !Wo yem. H,s teams i:nmp1!cd an 184 n:cord_and qua!Jfied for Big Red"s first two pnsHeason btlths 
smce Ohm adopted a rlayn!T system m the 1970.,. While rn East L1verpm1I. Hedmnrul !enered ! R sophnmores wi the Pone111 
1Urnt:d ma 3.7 rernr< . The followmg season. they rcbnunded m fimsh at 7-3. Overall, his record as a he.ad fo01hall coach 
wns 42'.!. 5. During his time as track coach with the Potters, his teams went thrnugh four itrnight scasons without lnslng 
a dual meet. 

S~ccessfo! as he wa1 with a cnaching whistle around his nci:k. lfodmorul was ewn mure efli..:tive as an adm_inistrator. 
Wilhm !he OVAC. he served a.~ a class representative, wa, a long- time member nf die OVAC Foundation Exe,:;uuve Hoard 
wid. for _se\"eml yearn, lie directed giant OVAC' Wrestling Toumameul. llctlm,md wrvctl as Athklic Dirnc!nr at 
Stcubem1lle High School and later was the Duildmg and Gmund8 Supcnntcndent with Steuhem·ille City Schoob. Anmng: 
his numerous hlmors were the C'arl Hamill Memnnal Award, presCll!cd by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club; OVAC 
Mr. Mar Award; Ohio Eastern District Coach nfthe Yem:; Eastern DlstrictAth!et1c Dire<:toroflhe-Yearwidllll Ou!.l_!anding 
Ad1iewment Award frum Darr,:r Dan. Before his passmg, lledmorul was inducted into the Ohio Athletic Administrators 
Hall of Fame:. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
James 'Jimmy' Stewart (Media) 

James C. ''Jimmy" Stewart {Triadelphia High School, Class of 1918), Stewart devut• 
ed nearly a half-century to the newspaper profession, serving with great distinction. 

He began his career associated with the V.11ecling News and Tiic Register, which then 
were separate newspapers. Stewart wa~ sports editor of the 1mw-dcf1mct Wheding 
Telegraph frnm 1921 lhmugh 1929 and later became the sports editor of the Ncws
Register. J!e eventually conclu1.kd his long career a.'! the associate sports editor of the N• 
R where he worked alongside fellow Hall of Farner Bill Van Horne. 

In the early years of the OVAC, the confmmce perhaps had no greater friend than 
"Jimmy~ Stewart, this accortling In Van llome himself. Beginning in 1943, Stewart kept 
the weekly ~landings on fombaU and basketball until his retirement on December 31, 
1%8. Stewart alro painstakingly kept recnrd books that proved invaluable to anyone interested in Ohio Valley 
sports lore. He also was rccogniied as a walking encyclopedia on local athletics. His head was a storehouse 
of sports information. What wasn't committed to his memory could be found in his pocket-sii.ed record books 
and envelopes whkh filled his desk 1111d filing cabinet. 

Beginning in the early !920s, Stewart"s "Lookin' Em Over" column was one of lhe most widely-read 
throughout the urea. In later years, he penned a golf column, ''The 19th Hole," which appeared in the news
paper every Sunday from the spring momhs into the fall. He a!so lnitiated a popular Monday column on area 
rnlkgiate sports which he titled. "With the Colleges." 

He was also involved with the scheduling of baskdball games worked by members of the Ohio Valley 
Board nf Appmved Basketball Officials. His love of s.amllot baseball was well knuwn, as he almost metku
[(Jusly covered happenings i111he nld lntdligenccr a11d United Mine Wmkers baseball leagues. 

A quiet man who never cast himself in the limelight during hls career, Stewart was honored with a spedal 
award at the time of his retirement from 1111 appreciative Ohio Val!ey Athletic Conference, He also received an 
award of uppreciatim1 fmm the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 

Robert 'Bob' Kettlewell (Coaehcs) 

Rl!bert S. "Hob" Kettlewe/1(1.iru!y Military Institute, Class llf !'147). During his 20 yearn 
ru the herul w:u:h at Wintersville High Schoo! { 19.56-75). K,ttlewcl!"s team!! posted a 143-
40-!0 rernrd. thc third .. hest winning pcn:entage in Ohio Valley history for CO<Khcs with 100 
or more wins. lfo teams earned nine league champi<>nships (four in the Big Eight and five 
OVAC !ilks). Winter~vil!e w"n it~ first OVAC crown under Kellkwdl in 1956< got its=· 
ond in 1%6 and then captured lhree in a mw from 1970 tlirough l\172, which equaled a 
rec,ml held previously by Bellaire and Manini Ferry, 

Kettlewell had three undefeated tenms nt Wintersville - 1957, 1967 nnd 1972 - und 
se\·en dubs that wstainctl ju,t one los1. From 1966 through '73, the Wmi"rs lost nnly II games. Umlcr 
KeUlewell's dircctinn. Winters\'ille scored in a record J.;o ~traight games, ending with n scoreless lie ngninsl 
Bellaire in a contest tliat ,aw the Gllld Warriors denied what wtiuld hn\'C been n game-winning and slreak--t:ontin
uing touchdown hccau.ie of n penally. 

Among the stars coa.:hed by tl1is highly-regarded mcnmr was Donnie Ynung, the Ohio Valley career rushing 
record holder. Among the othcr numcmus mlkge athletic football stand"uts tutored hy Kcnlcwcll were Ohio State 
captain Alan fad, who played nn an undefeated Rose Bowl team with tbe Buckeyes. and Roger Alford, the first 
black to sign at West Virginia University. 

Kettkwell alw was a standout athlete while playing at Linsly Military lmtimte. He lett~red in four sports and 
played football nt WcM \-1fJ)inia Unil'ernily, where he al!.<1 leUered. 

Indian Creek High Sdionl's (formerly Wintersville High) football facility was renamed "Bnb KcH!ewcll 
Memorial Stadium~ in hi$ honor. In 19<}0, Bob was the fourth Ohio Valley coach iruluctc,l int" the Ohio Football 
Coaches Asincialinn Hail nf Fame, lk joined tlie Upper Ohi() Valley Dapper Dan Ha!l of Fame in !987 

Tom Keane (Athlete. 1940s) 

Tom Keane (Linsly Military lmtitute, CJa,s uf I 9-14). llte Bcl!aire native was a multi
sport standout for the Cadets 1111tl earned Al!-0\/AC hasketlmll and football on the first 
selections in I 943-4-4. lie also was an All•City ba:;k.etbnll selection. As a iiellionm a 7-
4 record Cadet football team. the two-way back and punter returned a pass intc1wptio11 
106 yards 111 mire i11 an 18-6 win overWarv1ood. 

lie cnrol!cd at Ohio State where he lettered us a freshman before serving 20 months 
in the U.S. Navy. 

Upon discharge, he enrolled at West Virginia UniYcr,ity and lettered in !9.;6 and 
19.;7, he,:(lmlng a rare letterman at both OSU and WVU, 

Keane was a third round pkk and !8th overall National Football Leugue Draf! selection by !he Los Angeles 
Rams in !'.148. He played eight NFL s,:as(lns, 1111d 87 games, n~ a dekn:;ive back-offensive end including the 
first four with the Rams. In 1952, he played with the Dallas Te,:.no~ before two years with the Baltimore Colts 
and ended his career in 1955 with the Chicago Cardinals. He was a tw,Hime All-Pm nod plared in the 1953 
Pm Bow!, ranked second in tl1e NFL in pa!!s interceptions twice, and plared in three NFL championship 
game• including the 1951 Ramo' ti1le team. Fmm 1948-52. both Keune brotlwrs wmpeled in the NFL 

He was a king-time assistant wadi in the NFL including Chicago Cardinals from 1957-59, Pittsburgh 
1965 and was an original member uf the Miami Dolphins' staff in 1%6 where he renmincd through 1985 as 
defensive backs and special team.~ coach. In 1962. he bernme the first head coach of the \','heeling Imnmen 
an,.! ser\'ed until joining the Steelers' staff.1l1e lnmmcn went 1),4 in 1962 before winning the United Football 
League title with a 12- I record in 1%3. In !%,\, the lmnmen were 7--7. 

Keane died at age 74 in 2!Xll. 

Tom Yakubowski (Athlete~ 1950s) 

Tom l'almb,1wwki (Adena High School, Class of 1958). A three-spon srnndou1 for tfte 
Golden Wave who starred in lhe first year the school joined the cnnfrrence. which 
expanded !o !hree dusses in 1957-58. 

A! Adena, he was a thre~-sport !tam captain in football, basketbn!J and bascha!l Dnd 
earned JO kttcrs- four in baichall and three cad1 in ha.1kciha!l and foothal!. 

The 1957 Adena football team went 6-2·2 and won the OVAC Clas~ A cnm·n. He was 
a fullback-linebacker-quarterback in foo1hal! and an All-OVAC, All-Valley Small 
Sd1u"l and A!l,f:.ast Ohio Athktic League selcrtion. He was the MVP of the 1958 Ohin
W.Va. All-Star game won by Ohio, 25-0. He scored 13 points and ~tnrn::d as ful!hack
linebacker. 

In ba,ketha!J. he was a lwo-timc AII-Ea,t Ohio Athletic League honoree and averaged in double figures for 
three seasons. induding I!..) points per gume as a sophomore; 17 .5 p"ints ns a junior and !9.2 points as a 
senior. 

Jo basd,alt, the pitcbcr-infid<ler was nn Al!-Ohio selection as a senior and he also pitched in the East-West 
AlJ .. Star g~me in Columbus. He led the G()lden Wave to u 12--1 record, !ming in Ille regiooal finals to 
Northweotcm High and future Major League pitcher Dean Chance. lie 10ssed two one-hitters in a three-day 
opan and had 32 2/3 con~ccutive scurele~s innings in tournament play, which ranks ~econd in the Ohio High 
School reci,rd bo,,1;.. 

He earned a timlball scholarship to Purdue University, where he lettered as n sophomore and senior full• 
baek-!inebachr whlk suffering ~ series of knee injuries. He was second on the team i11 rushing \3Hl yard.) 
as a sophomore. He also played baseba!J one season at Purdue. 

Yak"bowski competed in the 1962 Blue-Gray All-Star Football Game and tried out as a free ~gent with the 
Buffa!" Bills. 

__________ 1 ___ , JtDdl,5,_~----------
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John Craig (Coache,) 
John Croig (Follansbee High Schou!, Cla~s of 1967). Craig enjoyed an illmtriou~ 

26-year career ns a head wrestling coach, im:luding two seasons nt Hilbboro (Ohio) 
~~G:~r1~wi~ic8rsrill~ at Steubenville Big Red 1111d five yearn at Indian Creek High 

While at Big Red, his teams earned six overa!J championships in the OVAC 
Wn:st!ing Tournamenl. Steubenville also captured seven dinsional lltk$ and finished 
in the top !hree a total of J 3 times at the conference championship event. Thirty-one of 
his Big Red matmen earned individual c"nfen:ncc titles. He had 87 qua!ifiern for the 
Ohio state meet, five ufwhom earned individual championships,and 23 who wen: state 
place-winners. !fa team finished in the top fi\'e at the Ohio state tournament four times, 
mdudillf a runner-up finish in !988. 

Craig s 1989 squad finished the n:gular season ranked No. I in The Associated Press Division If wrestling 
poll und placed third at the state lt)Umament. His overall dual meet record was Wl-74-3 nnd he coached ht~ 
team.~ to 42 tournament championships, including nine di~trid titles. Four times. his teams turned in unde
feated dual meet records. Severn] of his former wrestkrs went on m compete in college ut schools such as 
Ohio Stute, Purdue,Am1y, Navy and West Liberty. One of his prutcgi!s won a Big HJ championship 1111d uth
ern wen: place-winners in the NCAA Di\"hinn I, JI, Ill and NAIA national tournaments. 

Craig was named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year on fi_vc occasiom and was presented the prestigious 
"Mr. Mat Award" in 2()02. He is a memberoflhe Ohio Wrestlmg C"aches and the West Liberty State College 
Athktk Halls of Fame. In !989, he was selected as the East-Southeast Wrestling Coach nl the Year and the 
Ohio Division II Coach nf the Y~ar. f'nt 21 years, Craig sen-ed as a wrestling official on the youth, junior 
high, high school, college and open levels. As a principal ot Indian Creek, he was one of the foundcrs uf the 
Buck.eye 8 Athletic League. 

As an athlete, Craig wrestled at Follansbee High School nnd was a three-year kncnnan at We~t Liberty 
where he earned WVIAC championships thre~ times and twice was the MVP in the conference tournament. 
In 1972, Craig was the runner-up in the NAIA national meet, where he came,.! All-American honors. 

William 'Bill' Thomas (Offidals) 

Wilfiam /), "Bill" Tlwnuu (Bcl!aire High Schmll. Class of 1952). During a 48-year 
career as a track official, Timmas ser1·ed as the meet referee for nearly every major 
championship in the Ohio Valley. The list inclode.~ the Martins PelT}' and Shadyside 
Relays; the St. Clairsville, Barnen"il!e and Wheeling Park J111·itationals: Cal Giffin 
Track Classic: various OVAC champiomhip meets: West Virginia Regionals and the 
Ohio High School Athletic Association Eastern Sectional and District meets. 

He was a meet official for IO OVAC schools. indnding Bellaire, Barnesville, 
Cnmbridge,Jobn Mar~hall, Martins Ferry, Shadyside, Skyvue, St. Clairsville, Wh~e!ing 
Park and Union Lncnl and Timmas a!sn wmked as a meet offida] at the Mansfield 
Relays ( l.'i years); Bellaire Relays (48 ye=): Ohio regional championships (10 years) 
and the Ohio high school state meets for burs nod glr!s {15 years), Timmas also served as meet directnr as 
numcmus Buckeye State distril'I and regional events, along with !he OVAC Track Championships. 

lie rei."1:h·ed the OVAC Cal Giffin Award for scrl'ice to !rack aod field in 1983; was honorary referee nt !he 
Bellaire Relays in !996 and was bonon:d again during the SO-year celebratinn of the famed Bellaire meet in 
2004. The former Bellaire High athletic great i~ a member of the school's Wall of Fame. 

Thomas attend Mississippi State (111 a foutbal! sdmlarship and also lettered there in track his freshman year. 
Afu:r two years with the Bul!dogs, he entered the Anny and Hervcd overseas before coming home mid play
ing nn the 1956 National Service football championship team. coached by Dnn Coryell, who fatcr coached 
the San Diego Chargern. Thomas finished his college career at West Liberty State College where he lettered 
in football and hasebalL He abo had a long nnd swcessful career in conching. He spent five years as an nssls
tant in football and bu~ketball at Bellaire High. After that tenure. he went to St. Clairs\·ille a~ head hil'lcball 
coach l!lld an assistant ln footbnll and hasketbnlL Bill later spent five Jcars as head football cnach at 
Bamcs\·il!e before becoming athlctie director at Be!taire in 1973. He served ns head coach at Union Local 
from 1978 until 198! when he remrned to Bellaire as a teacher until retiring in 1989. 

Nick Mumley (Athlete· 1950,) 

Nick Mumley (\Vheeling High School, Class uf 1955). One of the most honored 
three-sport athletes in the lnng history of Wheeling High, he starred in foutbu!I, bas
ketball nnd track, earning three varsity letters in each. 

He was first team All-State in fontb.a!l as II two-way end and he also recd1"cd A!l
OVAC 1111d AU-City accolades. 

In basketball, he was firs! team all--dass All• West Virginia us n senior and wus a !wo
time All-OVAC and All·City firs! team selection. He scored 15.8 points per game us 11 
junior and 24.3 per outing as a senior. 

As a Wildcat senior in !955, th.e 6-foot-6 center was the anchor of lhe final team coached hy OVAC 
Legend~' honoree Everett Brinkmun which won its first !8 game~ before bowing in the regular sea:mn finale 
at Bellaire. The OVAC title-winning tcnm won the sectional and regional titles before bowing in the fir.t 
round nf the state tournament to Mullens to finish with a 22·2 record. 

He also scored 30 points in a record-setting 146-1 to victl1ry over Weir High at Mrulison Gymnasium, a 
game which set Ohio Valley nnd West Virginia marks for combined points in a game (256). 

In track, he won two state one•dass shut put titk~ with marks of 5 ! , 3 1!2 in !\155 and 52-2 3/4 i11 11)54 
and two 0\/AC shot put crowns, including a conference-record toss of 53-5 !/:!. 

He earned a footbu!l scholarship to Purdue Uni\·crsity, where he lettered three years ns a regular two-way 
eml. 

lie was the 51st overall NFL draft pick ln 195'1 by the Philadelphia Eagb. bu! opted to play in the new 
Americ1111 Football League where he competed three seasons from !%0-6;! with the New York Titans, a fore
runner of the kts. as a defcnsil'e end-offensive rnckle. lie played in a total of 42 AFL games. 

Bill Kennedy (Athlete. 1960,) 

Bill Kennedy (Warwood High School, Clas~ of 1967). llaskcthall and Bill Kennedy 
are synonymous. Some four•plus decrulcs since starring at old Warwood High Schon!, 
basketball stiU is a major part nf his hfe, 

Kennedy enjoyed a stellar prep career with the \'ikingj. The da:z1Jing 6 ft.'.! guard led 
Wmwood lu Mate C!ass AA ba.\ketball tournument appear:m,cs in b<Jth the 1%6 and '67 
campaigns. lie cupped his prep hnnp career by sparking the Vikings t" the school·~ only 
state basketball crown. Tiiat team finiohed with a stellar 24-2 mark, induding dming the 
~easnn on a 15-gamc victory run. Watwood captured irn first OVAC hoop title in 2! years, 
wilh Kennedy providing much of the firepower with his 26.2 points per game av~rage. 

The exp!oslve huckcmni dandy ~arnered first-team All-West Virginia. All-OVAC, and 
All-City plaudits. Just a scamn pnor, Kennedy led the Vikings to a 224 murk and the stale s~mifinah before 
being eliminated by Mullens. He was a [irsHfam Al!-OVAC honoree !hat year and was numed an alHtate tour
nament selection, an honor he dup!icatctl as a senior. Kennedy finished his illustrious Vikings' basketha!l l'areer 
with more than J ,200 poin!s. He was al:10 an accomplished high jumper. a, renected in his third-place finl.~h in 
lhe state Class AA mce! as a srniur, 

His basketball a,hievcments earned him a spot with !he West Liberty State College ba,ke!ha!I ttlllll. lie wast
ed no lime in making his mark for the Uil!toppers. leading lhe team in srnring in both his freshman and soph• 
omore seasons with 509 and 445 points, respectively. Kennedy earned a!l-WVJAC and all•toumament plaudits 
as a fn:shman. 

His two yeaf:'J of impres,ive play with WLSC provided n springboard 11) a transfer to Arii.ona Staie University 
for the 1971 and '72 semmus. Kennedy proved be was no small-scbm,l wonder ns he led the Sun Devils in scor
ing both 11easons, uvcraglng 14.8 and 14.6 points per game. respel"tivdy. ffo twn-ycar point total of 765 is the 
nmlh best for a Sun Devil in a tum.year career. Al! told. he scored 1,719 on the co!!cgiatc level. 

His play ai Ariwna State caught the eyes of pmfessionu! smuts. He was drafted by Memphis of tJu: ADA, 
hut opted fot a career ll'l u ba~ke1hall offidal. Kennedy, who ~till resides in the Phoenix area, cnntlnue$ to be a 
Pac•JO college baskethal! official. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Rieves (Athlete - 1960s) 

Hub Nieves (Whedi11g High School, Class of 1969). Some 40 years after running his 
linal prep r.ice, Rieves remains the mcasuri11g stick for sprint greatness in the Ohio 
Va!ley. llie 156-pound merc11rial-heeled rocket was nothing short of sensational during 
his career with the Wildcats. 

Rieves was nearly untouchable his final two years in the high school ranks, 
As a senior, Rieves turned in a performance that still ranks with the a!l-time great 

OVAC running fetes. Be broke two state records in the state championship meet while 
tying a third. 

He blistered the 220-yard dash in a new state standard of 215 while he smashed the 
440 mark by L2 sc,::onds via his 47.7 clocking. Rieves· scintillating 9.R in the 100 
equaled the state record. Hfa assault on the state rcconb resulted in him becoming the first OVAC athlete in 
28 yearn to be the state meefs high scorer. 

Rieves was also the West Virginia state champion in the 220 as a junior. 
The Wildcat slllr captured five individual OVAC sprint gold medals in his final two years of high school. 

His impressive efforts helped lcail Wheeling High to the 1969 OVAC team championship, the school"s first 
such title in 23 years. 

His sprinting dominance is reflected in the fact that he was undefeated as a senior in the 220 and 440 and 
was never worse than second in the 100 in that time. He tied for high-point honors in the prestigious Bellaire 
Relays his senior year while being the high scorer in every other meet that spring. 

Rieves' sprinting accomplishments were so impressive that his tr.ick jen;ey was retired at the annual 
Wh<.-cling High awards assembly. 

Rieves earned a track scholarship to West Virginia University. He competed for two seawns for the 
Mountaineers. He earned his bachelor of science degree in !and scape architcrture. He nnw resides in Brooklyn 
and is employed by the New Yt)rk City Parks & Recreation Department as a capita! pmjccts analyst. 

Joe Pettini (Athlete. 1970s) 

Joe l'etlini (Brooke High School, Class of !973). Pettini is without question on the 
short list of the greatest prep baseball players in Ohio Valley annals. His high .school 
diamond resume ls overflowing with accomplishments which led to a sparkling colle
giate can.-er at Mercer University. 

The multi-talented Pcttini started every game during his Brooke High career, some 
140 contests. He didn't skip a beat at Mercer, starting a!I 196 games for the Macon, 
Georgia-based institution. 

Pettini not only enjoyed individual success in his prep career, he also led the Bruins 
w II coveted state baseball championship, He was a two•time fir.I-team all•West 
Virginia selection and was twi<.'e named captain of the ul!-Va!ley squad. He earned the distinction of being 
captain of both the all-Valley and al!-OVAC tealllll as a senior. 

After his brilliant Mercer career, Pettini was signed as a non·draftcd free agent with tlie Mtmtreal Expos in 
1977, He was later traded to San Francisco, playing four seasons with the Giants, Pcttini fini~hcd his profes
sional baseball career by playing three years with the Class AAA Louisville Redbirds. 

He then entered the c0&ehing ranks, holding several different posts. His managerial career commcncetl 
with Hamilton, Ontario in 1989. He moved to St. Pc1en;burg for the 1990 season and in Arkansas for three 
seasons. Pettini ended hi~ minor league managerial career by guiding the Loui~villc Redbirds In the American 
Association championship. 

Pcttini gained a plum assignment in 2002 when St. Cardinals' manager Tony l.aRussa tabbed Pcttini to he 
his bench coach, a position be still holds today. He attained tlie ultimate in 2006. gaining a World Series 
championship ring with the Canlinals. 

foe and his wife Barbara ha\·e two d1i!dren, Michelle (25) and Joseph Jame~ (20). They reside in Bethany, 
W.Va. 

Jay Peterson (Athlete. 1980,) 

Jay l'etemm (Cadiz High Schoo!, Class of 1980). A spectacular four-sport athlete. 
Peterson made his biggest impact on the football field. 

llie Hopedale native daz.iled as a running hack with numerous memorable performanc• 
t:!I, including a single-game modem Ohio Valley-record 377 ya!U.'1 against Mingo and games 
of 288 and 282 yards. He scored sb tonchdowmi in a game twice. 

Pefefson bmktl a 50..year old Ohio Valley slng!e-season rushing recmd held by OVAC 
"Legcads" honoree George (Puck) Burgwin when be rushed for 2,348 yanls on 203 C:lrfies 
lo lead Cadiz to nn 8-0-'.! record, He just missed the modem single-season scoring record 
wilh 221 points (32 TDs, 28 PAT kicko), one point shy of OVAC Hall of Farner Tell)' 
Snively of Powhatan's mark nf 222 points, 

Ju his three•year gridiron career with the Cardinals, he rushed for 3,959 yards (secoru.l at the time on the Ohifl 
Valley career list) and scored 349 points. Peterson had hi~ football No. 22 retired by the school. 

In tr.ick, he rcconled the Ohio Valley"s fastest time in the lOl)-meters as n senior (11.0 seconds) and also had 
the fastest HK>-ynrd time (10.3) that year. He won the OVAC Class AA !00-meti.>r rnc~ in 11.1 seconds. 

He split spring duty beTWCl!ll track and ba,;cha!l aad was an All-Valley honurable memion pick,hitting 352 and 
~rrling25 stolen bases on an 18-7 record team. Peterson a!su participated in basketball as a sopbnm11re and jun
rn,. 

He earned a ,;chnlarship UJ Miami (Obin) Uniwrsily and was honored three time~ on the All•Mi<l-American 
Conference football team, including first team accolades in 1982, second team in l\l83 and honorable mention in 
1981. A four-year ktterwinncr, he is fifth on the all-time cmeer rushing yardage liJ;t at Miami with 2,1174 yards 

Following his graduation from Miami in 1985. Peterson went on It) acuaching career, first us high school ussis• 
tanl nt Cadiz as well a.~ Cincinnati Anderson and Cindmmli Withrow. He then spent eight years nt Miami of Ohio 
(1991·98), five years at Northwestern University (1999-2004) and he is currently heginning his fourth year at 
Eastern Michigan University where he is the assiotanl hcail coachl<lefonsivc coortlinatmi1incbacki:rs coach. 

Suzie Dailer (Athlete ~ 1990s) 

Suzie Daller("1/hecling Central Catholic High Schmil, Class of 199!). She proved to 
be a true "queen of the court·• in many ways, cxce!Hng for four years in basketball and 
tcnnb and adding a couple of fine seasons in vo!kyhall for good measure. 

In basketball, Dailer gain All-West Virginia recognition all four years, including first 
team ln Class AA ns a sophomore and senior and second team luurcls as a junior. She 
was also a three-time A!I-OVAC and AH-Valley first team selection and a tw,Hime All
Mountaineer League pick. The vallcy·s leader in three-point field goals all four years, 
she scored 22.1 points per game as a senior and finished her career with l ,381 points, 
the all-time girls' mark for the Lady Mamon Knights. Dai!er led Central to three malght 
OVAC Class AA championships and was a sophomore on the Knights' W, Va. Class AA 
state runner-up squad in \989. Centrnl posted a 77.17 remrrl during her career. 

In tennis, she also lettered four years and had tremendous success in bnth OVAC and state tournament pfay, 
culminating in a W, Va. state doubles championship (with Pam Butch) as a senior as the Lady Knights fin
ished as the state runner-up. She also finished first ur second in several OVAC and regional tournaments in 
both singles and doubks and helped the team to three OVAC titles and three top four finishes in the state, 

In volleyball, she lettered twice and gained first team All-OVAC lmnurs as a senior, helping the team to a 
37-5 recunl and the OVAC, W.Va, Scctiuu 1 and Region I titks, and a Class AA runner-up finish in the state 
tuurnament. 

Dailer continued to star at St. Bonaveu1ure University as a four-year starter and ktterwinner. She finished 
as the school's fiflh all-time leading scorer(! .422 points) and had the fifth-best single•seawn in 1992-93 (524 
points). She set records for single-game (8), single-season (99) and career (291) three-pointers; bad the oin• 
gle-seasim rccmd for assists (163) and was second in career assists (449). Her all-star honors at St. 
Bonavemure included second team all-cunference as a sophomore and third team as a senior. The 1995 
Division I Women's Ba,ikcthall National TI1ree-Point Shooting champion, she was inducted into the St. 
Bonaventure Athletic Hal! of Fame in 2006. 

Mike Kovalick (Athlete • 1970,) 

Mike K111•ul/ck {Bellaire High School, Class of !975). Kovalick has the distinction of 
not only being a two-sport standout, hut also a two-state standout. 

Kovalick. the son of legendary coach George Kova!ick, was a prep grid and mat per
former for three years at Weir High before matriculating to Bellaire High for bis senior 
year. Both schools benefited from his prowess nn the gridiron and on the mat. 

Knvalick is a rare state champion wrestler in both West Virginia and Ohio. He turned 
the trick in the Mountain State as a junior for the Red Riders and capped his prep mat 
career with a state championship in the Buckeye State for the Big Reds. Both wrestling 
crowns came in the 185-pouod classification. 

The powerful matman was near-perfect his final two years on the mat, He won 27 of 28 matches as a jun
ior before running the table in all 28 bouts as senior. He was an OVAC champion both winters after placing 
fifth as a sophomore. 

He finished his illustrious wres!Ung career with a stellar 64-3-2 mark. 
Kovalick continued his mat success oo the collegiate Division I level. He wrestled for Bobby Douglas at 

Arizona State. Kovalick finished as PAC- JO runner·up at l91) pounds in his senior season. 
Koval!Ck - Bellaire High's first•evcr state wrestling champion - was inducted into the schnors Hall of 

Fame in 1983. 
He was abn an all•star performer in football. The two-way Hucmao anchored the Weir High trenchc3 his 

sophomore and junior yean; and filled the same rnle for Bellaire in 1974, 
Ko valid:: eamed all-Valley and all-OVAC bonor3 his final two years, Murem·er. he was named all-Ohio in 

football big senior campaign and he played in the OVAC All-Stnr Game. 
Kovalick resides in Wheeling. 

Connie Doutt (Athlete - 1980s) 

Cmmie IJuutt (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1981). At a time when girls' 
sports were starting to take hold in high school athletics, Doutt was one of the first who 
cxcdlcd ln three spotts - basketball, volleyball and softball - but it was on the bas
ketball court where she had her biggest impact. 

1l1e school's all-time leading scorer with l,842 ~iuts who also had 538 career 
rehounds, the 5-7 guanl helped Trail to four strrught trips to the OHSAA State 
Tournan1ent under Coach Dave Linn, including a state championship during her sopho
more season in 1979. 

In her freshman year, Trail posted a 22-1 reconl, with Doutt scoring 2H4 points and 
gaining Assm:iated Press AH-Ohio houorable mention, She ,;cored 311 points as the Lady 
Warriors went 23- l in winning the state title in her sophomore season, with Doutt named the state tournament 
MVP and again gaining himorable mention All-Ohio accolades. Tiie team went 26·1 with Doutt as a junior 
scoring 432 points. She received first team All-Ohio from United Press lnternationul and finish~>d as runner•Up 
as the "Player of the Year" to Trail teammate Lori Heady. She was a!so a third team A!l-Ohiii pick by AP, 

Doutt mnvcd to the head of the dnss, so to speak, as a senior when she scored 815 points and was first team 
UPI A!l-Ohio and "l'la}·er of the Year .. as well as first team AP AIJ.Ohio and first team AJI.OVAC, That year, 
Trail poi;tcd a 23-4 record, meaning the l.ruly Warriors' rcconl during Doutrs four years was an iucredible 94-
7, She was selected for the first Ohio Nurth-South Al!•StarGame il!ld scored 18 points to cam game MVPhnn
ors. 

Doutt wa'i also a four-year starter and letterwinner in both volleyhaH and softball, playing on the Lady 
WarrioN' state tournament tcum in 1979, She was inducted into the Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall nf Fame in 
]996, 

The talented cager went on to a fine four-year career at the University of Michigan, becoming the school's 
first out-or-state scholarship recipient in women's baskethall. Fm her career at Michigan, Doutt scored 415 
points, had 267 rebounds nrul 170 assists. 
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Mark Cisar (Athlete - 1990s) 

Mark Cl$ar (Magnolia High School, Class of 1994). He is the on!y two•tlme winner 
of a state football "Player or the Year" awanl in OVAC history, having wnn West 
Virginia·s Kennedy Award in 1992 and '93. He was also the Gmnrade "Player of the 
Year'' in 1')92 and was a two-time Class AA all-state captain. He was a two-time All
OVAC and AH-Valley selection, 

Cisar played quarterback. safety, placekickcr and punter on Blue Eagle teams that 
compiled a two•year record of 25-3, finishing as the Class AA state runner•up twice 
under the 1utclage of his fothcr, Dave Cisar. In two seasons as a starter and one as a 
backup. he passed for Ohio Valley reconl totals of 5.193 yards and 64 touchdowns. As 
a junior, he passed for a rernnl 2,691 yards and 34 TDs, He also kicked a valley and state record total of 85 
pnlnts and had a record•tying 99-ynrd TD pass as a junior. 

In baseball, he was a three-time All-West Virginia Class AA, A!l-OVAC and All.Valley pitcher. 
He was also a regular in basketball, scuring 45 points in a game on one occasion. 
He earned a baseball scholarship to Charleston Southern University in South Cam1im1 where he was a four

year starter. He was named Big South Con fore nee "Player of the Year" in 1997 and was a three-time all-con
ference pick, 

He was drafted by the Boston Red Snx and was the Red Sol Rookie League "Pitcher of tl1e Yea(' in 1998. 
In 1999. he wa:; selected to the South Atlalllic League All-Star Team and won a South Atlantic League title 
in '99 as a member nftbc Augusta Green Jackets. He then played fnr the Capitales de Quebec, an independ
ent league team, and was an all-star in 2(Xl2 and the Northern League "Relief Pitcher uf the Year". 

Cisar earned his hachelor's degree in physical education and was a substitute teacher for fa'e years in the 
Wetiel County School system before g1Jing back to Charleston (S.C.l tn serve as a health and physical edu
cation teacher as wdl as an assistant football coach. 

He is the head fno!hall coach at Union Local High School, guiding the Jets to a 9-1 reconl and their first
ever OH SAA playnffherth in 2007. lfo was named the Eastern Distnct's Dlvisioo IV "Co•Coach oftl1e Year~. 
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Dr. Vincent 'Vince' Monseau (OVAC •contr1but0<'J 
Dr. l-'lncnll "Vi.vt1" Mo,rmu, (Weir High School, C\m.s of 19,8). Thinl ofth.: sport 

of ~in!! and you lhlnl. of MODSC&l, who cnjoynl i;i=11 &t the blgb gchoc,I kvi:] 
loatlly bef{l{e mallns hls mad: al Weu Liberty Sta.It; ColJcgi:. 

A, e high ~hool coach,~ spent 11ine }'Can al Ou Okll, Charietton and Wdr bliJi 
~b,iUh.lin& the 1967 Oak Okn ~ ta II W,VLStmTOIIOlllll'leUt~plomhlp. 

Alier ooe Yl'lll' ill Peru Sta.te In Nebn.u'.4. he e.pent JI yean (1973-2004) a. bead 
coadl al West Ubeny, COIDplUoi:; 11 339.'.U 1,7 r=tl. fu coaciled 72 AJ[.AmerkanJ, 
34 AC!ldemlc >.U.~ and 1Ll N:itlonal Ownplont and guided the Hllltoppm to 
a JWlanaJ flUll~Hp finish In 199,. 

Morucoo, who al~ coocbcd football end croo3 country during hill daYJ ~ WI.SC, dlm:ted the NAIA 
N!llional Wrestling Tournament h1 both 1979 and '87 and wu llll admillluntivo iw!Jtmt for tbe NCAA 
DlvMon II Nationa.1 Wn:1.tling Thamameut In 2003. 

Hill 11wanh Wt, numerous, incluiling the OVAC 'Mr. Maf !JWllni io 1983; NAIA Hall of Fame in 1987; 
USA Wrutlin,11 Bronze Level Member O:=b io 1987; Wat Ubc:rty S!Jlle Colkie Athktlc Hall of Fame in 
1997; NCAA Dlvllloo II Soo1h.we1.t lkgiooal Coach of the Year in 1996 and 19'f7; National W=iling Hall 
of Fame In 2002; NCAA DM!!iOll 11 W~inil Hall of FIi.ilie In 2003; and National W~ni: Caacl,e:,, 
AuodtitJon Ufetlme Member In 2004. 

Curmllly lo hi, fifth yeilf ,u prln,:ipai Ill Riv~ High Srbool, Monseau 11bo ~ youth ~In.:; C11mf" 
at Weit Uberty for nearly 30 }ttn. 

NI im lllh!ete, ~lll I™tklpatetl ln fOO{ball, wrcullni:: ll!ltl tra<::k at bo(h Wdr High and Weu Liberty 
State Colk:ge 111d lalcr pattidpfftru in many <liltaoce DCCS, lnch1dlni:: the Baston Manthoo and \l;'hedilll! 
Di~ R.-ce. 

Monseau ll1U1ned hiJ BA. degree from West Uberty Stare College u well fd bolb II M.A. and Doctnnite 
of EdLICal..loo from Wctt "1l'B!nla Unh'=lty. 

Gene Ford (Coa,he,J 

em., Fonl {J.n<lian Vllllcy North His}! Sdlool, Clan of 1970), A'I cu]Olful nnd -.,.~]l
lnoWll u be was ltlecrS$[uJ, Foo.I compiled 11 440-262 n,,;md in 31 yean a., 1 hi~ 
ichool bo~' ba:skthllll rnach. 

He coochro one }'elll' al Shenmdoah wid five al Tusciirawu Valley befroe mallng hi.a 
ITlftd: during 23 year3 at Cambridge High ( 1930-2005) whae be -..·oo 400 iames and loot 
183. 

fonl'li Camlxidgc leamJ cumpiled a 59-25 record in tournament play, ll'inniu.g 18 
led.looal titlcs. elgbt dillrict crm,,1\J and frve reglooal dia:mplomhlps lca:llns to fiv0 
llak toumamcnt appcnranca (IQ87-88, 1991-92.1994-9-', l9'H·96 wid 1999-200:J), 
lnchid!njl I l'\lllllCl"·Up finish ill 1994-95. Hi1 tcamt 1ho won 10 E.mt Cc:rrlr.ll Ohio League title,. 

He received '"Ccw;h of the Y=-H hooon i:u the OVAC, Ea:stem Oiwict, Diruict 12 md ECOL and wa the 
OHS BC A DlvilKJII II Stale ''Cooch of the YCM~ in 1988. 

Fm.I =-,-ed III p.ethlcnt 11fthe District 12 Coa,:;he1 Allociation,u I tnnke for the OHS AA Foundation llllll 
oo the Board of Dlterom of the Ohlo Hli::Jt &bool Baueiliall Hall of Fim::ie Museum. The recipient of the 
OVAC Earl Haberfidd Coache, Awanl In 2005, he w,u lnductet.l Into the Ohio High School B~kct]:Q]l 
Coa,;W AswdatKJII H.all of Fam: in 2007 

/U an athlete, he eamnl 11 ninlty kUrnl (four In bueball, four in trad, three ln buktball) Ill Mitlvek 
and lnrllan. Valley North. He ~ 1,JJD cnrcc.r polntl and camed fint tum al\.OhJo, all-P.astem Ol!lrict 
and all-Inter ValJcy Conference occoladc:1 In h;ul;etball and ww 111ta1c quallfi~ in the pole vault In track. 

He Wa.<i a four-yur kttaman at Mu~gum College in basktball, acorini 1.717 pollml (aeccni most In 
ldiool hiltoJ)') while eamin11 all-Ohio Athktk Coofereoce "Athlete of the Yellr" bonon and UP:1 "Small 
America~ IC>:"OUllle•. He WM~ chNter member of the Musllniium Athletl.c H.itll of FIWIC ln 1980. 

Bill Paolisso (OllklalsJ 

B{IJ l'aol1uo (',1/eir Hiib School, C1au of 1946). He WIG II maln,tay amon11 ami 

offld.ah, worl..lng OVAC fOOlbaD and boya/glru bwktball g~ for a SO.year period 
from 1948-1998, nm w!!h the Whe,eJlnc boaro 1111d lam with lhc Weinon-Stcubc:nvlllc 

""""· Paolis&o officllllcd 10 Wcsl Vupni1 ~ championship football g11DO duriug bu 
rarecr IIOO Eevc:ral Oh.lo-West Vlrpnl.amd OVAC All•Star foolba.ll g=. 

In halldball, be oflkiatell nne tharJ JOO posuea=i tnumam:nts (sectlooah, 
re.;ionats. uatc), in,:Juillng 19 uate tou:rllltTlenU. He worked the first S&muel A. Mumley 

OVAC A.IJ-Stnr Buli:elhall Ciauk In 1978 wid lliw wu I refen:e In the Wm V1Jiinill Conference. 
AIUOQ; PanHsso·~ olJlclatjag awanlii arc the OVAC Rnben {)Bw$0ll Offldah Award; the Ohio Valley 

Foo!ball Coache, Anociatioo Officiah Awml; the Wet! Vrrginla Secoodn:ry Schoob Alhletlc Coonnmlon 
Awurl; Ulld the Weirton-Stcubc1nillc Dflkillu' B<Wd AW$'1:l. 

Paoll.uo wu a three-JJ)Drl nlhlcte ftl Weir Hiib (fOOlbill, b.metb&ll and bascbllll). He wa, first learn all-Slate 
in foolb;\Jl lllll.l buk.ctl:Alll u 1 ~.eamini; 11]1-0VAC hoooJl in ~I twJCe and OJJCe in football. He 

wu aho all-toommnent for lb: ~e diampkm Red Rklcn' baJeball team. 
He played two y= ofprof=luo.:J tmscbaD In the Sl:. Louis C&rdinz.h' orpniLatlon (]952 and 1953) -.I 

be terVed two yem ln the U.S. Anny. 
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Richard 'Dick' Edge (OVAC •Fam11,'J 
Rielwti "Did"~ (',','heclln1t High School, Cilln of 1954). To Illy Edge hu 

11/00l many dirTeretit bau over the yeari would be~ \ut ~111. 
He l:lfd ~ 42 yean i11 e<luutioll, ICM/li III a tcach:r. =fl. uiirunt principal, 

pincipll anJ wperinlendm 11t rarious OVAC-mcrnber i,;:hoob. 
Edit' coached in varioo1 ClfaCitie• at Triadclphl3, Wa:rwood ~ Wmtrmille high 

ldxJolJ. IUrtlng the wrestling~ at both Triwelpbia and WafWood ~ -..'CU 111 
four junior high pmgmm In Ohlo Crnmry. He coacl,etl Wllf\ll"O(X.[ to an un..Lefeatc<l Ilea· 

JOI! ll!ld III OVAC wrenlinll dmnpiomhip UJ well llll 1lllh place flnhh In the W,VL 
Si& TOllmlUJJellt when tbcJe "ll'llJ only 000 d=iflcation. He alto co-foundal 400 
coactxtl wmmcr track and girb' 10ftball prognrm In \\/intunille. 

ADIOflJ; hil acco]D.';S Wat: being: iw:ncd Omo P.aJtcm Dhtrict Wrenlinc Coach oltbe Year ln 1975; Jecdv
ing the OVAC'1 prcstiglOl.lll 'Mr. Mat' Awanl In 1979; ln<luctkm hrto the Weit Liberty State College Hall of 
F411:le In 1997; 4Dd i:e\ectJon to the .,.,_LSC Wall of Honor for Outstandin11 Alnrnnl la 2003, 

&lit' sen·eJ 11t ~ of the OVAC tluriD11 the 1986-87 aml 1987..flS iclm )= ml served ma l!lefflJe:I" 
of the OVAC Ei..ecutive SCQro for lll!lllY Y=• He wu &ho a past prcilien.t of the Tri-Cowny Athletic~ 
IUX] the~ Centnl Ohio~-

He all-0 otfici.atro al Vari.ow levds in football, ba.ktball and track. 
~ repJC1-Clltell Whcclini Hii:h in the 1954 OVAC All•Star Football Game and then went on to Wen 

Liberty Sllllc: Collea:c where he wai • four-year lcUcmwi, two-time aD-We.11 \-1rglnla Confi:ret= selec1iOll 
an,J the team·• CtH:llptaln ni a ~lor. 

He receivc,J his BA. In Bui.im,i., Educalloo. Health Education and Ph}'llaii Education and a Masl£f'a 
Dt-c:itt lo Serolu.lary AdmlnlW1.tioo from the Uu.lversity of Da~ioo. H0 L, a U.S. Anny\~~. IICfVJ:ni:: 
active duty from 1958-{,() wid in the rcaern:~ from \96().{,J, 

John Sorrenti (ModlaJ 
Jolul Sorrmtl(Wcir High School, C1ll.'I of 19:'16). l!\'cn Jr you don't know Sorrer.tl, 

you probably rec~ze hi1 \-olce. 
Bad la 1954, at the age of 16, he began v.1r;lt wouW be a 40.Ye!lf = a,, a JJXllU 

llDIDIOO:l' for WEIR Ra:lio in Weirtoo. During that timi,, he bmatka-.t football, lmketbill 
aro baleball games for fl!IU" OVAC-mcmbcr .Kboob - Weir, MOOO!ln~, Brooke and 
WUltm\'illc. 

After retiriog from thM polltlon In 1994, he wone,J rour year3 fur tclc~i.<;iou mtlon 
WTOV-T\/9 on football "Game of the Wed." tclecaru wid also IOOOIJJICC.d the OVAC 
Wintlin.:; Tournament tel=t In \996. 

As a Ions-time friend 11111 rupporta of the OVAC, Som:nJ.I ~ed u Mnter of Ceremonks for the OVAC 
Queen of Queeo. competition for fin, ynn in the mitl-19Slh 11111 he hm been the Master of Ceremonie1 at 
tb0 OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet ,ince lu Jn,;eption. 

Amoni: Sonentr. award,, he WJIJ honored on tbc Weir High Wall of Fame In 199.'S and recelval two 
1CfQR1e bonon from the Dapper Dan Club oftbc Upp,:rOhlo Valley, lncluillnll the 2009 Robert S. McKelvey 
Memorial AwMi. 

Sorremi be.:an a politic:al =r in 1982 when he was elected n II Wclnoo City Cruncilm:m. ln 1986, be 
Wfd cl.ecte:J iu a Hancock County Comm1u.loner -a~ he WU n:-<:kcto:I to lwlo: for II total of 18 yea:ni 

in office. 
He ha, alw ,er·yed all Pu.rduui:nu- AiClll" for Hancock. C'.ounty Scboob and Adult Educatloo IUXl Plac-cment 

Coomlnator of the Jolm 0. Rotlcfdlcr IV C= Centu &od Is =t!y Manager ofTralnlni: Id MotlOCllineer 
C'llalno, RelOrt and Racetrw;k. 

Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Coad,.,J 

HttuJ "Had" l4::a: (Warrcn Comoli<late<l Hid! School. Clu:i of 19SOl. A pillar 
of the boy1' lwkctbllll c-oacitlng COlllllllllll1y for 34 yan, Lzins:i ~ 1h: 400-mtory 
J;~u,~~~~~~.ucleyeSouth,Boc yeSouthWcstand 

All told, Laznz-coa,:hed lc-llOll won four OVAC dltuupk,nsbl)ls. ]O ICC!ional titles 
and three district. crown, wbile having 11"0 tcams ill uodefer.tc.d m the reiIDftl iellS()fi 

(1970 IIOO 1977). 

0J~gc~p!~ia;;1~~~0\~~iiil~~i-:,s~1
1J!:/~~~wtfa:i: 

OH SAA Cb:u A IC:Uollal and district title:1! before bow log In the n:glcmal. 
In 16 yean &t Buckeye South, hiJ tcann were 211•133 IIOO won two OVAC champjon$hlp:11 ([977 -i 

1981),eiJbtJtttional titk1 and two dii.trictcrowrn. The 1977 tum woll-1 andrwikcdNo. l mOhloClui 
AA, losilli In the regional final 1. Thill year. 1.llza.i.z wu named Ohio Clan AA ~Coach of the Yeatw by UPI 
and E'.a.ltml District "Cooch of the YCllrH ~ 
B~= ~lnll\~~r Westaral tllCll- bc:i<lcoadl in the fmf ym-ofthe~ 

~:C,;;.!~'ii~t~=~~lk~~~~:'O:ON~c_tl~rs~~ 
the ov1~,~~tmtt~l~1~~!:i'1n ~~ bcletmll !tehoonbips JWnetl i:u bis booor. He n:ccive 

He WIili a member of the OHSBCA nn,:I aen-·ed u prerideot of the Di.1trict 5 &sktblll Coachct 
Auociation. He wiu al~ l:ndoctcd into lb: Ohio Hii:b Scbool Basketball Coache• A»oclat.Joo Hall of Fame 
and the Dbtrict 5 lmketbafJ Cooch<:& Mwci&tlou I-fall or Fame. 

Ulll!:'l-? wai I tlme-}'C111' lcUcnnan in hltli ~hool tmkctball at Wln'CII Coo.solluated in both t,:a.,lcthalJ and 
football. He then Jrtteml two y= in ~hlha.Jl IIOO four la foolball 111 Bethm:iy Colkge befme Kn"ing nm 
ynn ln the U.S. Anny. 

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Alhkt, - J940sJ 

Htunld "Doc" 0-,bnt, {Weir High School, CJau of 1945). In 1945, be be=:nc 
the [Im of oo.ly IC\'en hJgh school~ to 111!n the W.V&. Amateur Athlete of the Year 
AWll!d, the w1c·~ oldest hooor dating back to 1934. A fll'M tum. nll-cin'I. all·mter In 
foothill. bam:tball 1111d bnxball,he also earned A.IJ-OVAC foolooll lOO lwkctb:!!IJ Ju,;n 
Ill II Red Rid.:f icnJor. 

The two-WIiy bad led Weir to a 9-J football reconl in \943, knlni: only ta ltlllC 
ctwnpioo Pmtntburi, At a lfilior, in 1944, be kd Weir lo a 40-13 victory ova 
PMkenbuq: and IICCOllllled forflve 100.:bdcni.m - a ID run, rwo TO~. 11 101-yiml 
pllS.S llllcn:ept}on n:tum 1111d ui 80-yanl kidoff n:tum. 

Daugherty"• t\liO-}Tffl' = lndudi:<.I ronnini: and (=Uni for 1925 yard.I and 31 touchdowns. He aho 
returned kkU md wu a WI" deferuhe back. 

In basketball, the all-llater helped Weir to a 22·2 n:conL In basct.11, he kd ttic Red Riden to the ooe-clffl: 
Mate dlzonpiofclup In !945, 

He Jl~ 11 f~ scholanhip to Ohio Stw Unh'rnlty where he played oo a 7-2 n:conl tcam all a fn::sb. 
man i.wtln11 ufety. In the fifth garr,e, be too val into the ltartinJ offensive lineup u tall bad;, He WM dratted 
lllto the U.S. Army la April of 194-6 and, after dls.:twp.hc 1lgi>et.l I pmfewonai base~! cooo.:t with the 
Detroit Tigm !llld pll}'Cd pro blueball rrora 194&-53. locll.ldcd ~ three ycm In Clllll MA with Buffalo 
wid Toledo. He opennl the 1951 ~ with the rn1jor lcaiJIC teain, but returned to Toledo af\a ■ momh. 

Wbc:n the Weir Hip footba.ll coarnb:igjob opened, be WU hlret.l mil~ his ac.:ood team, in 1955,lo 
an 8-2 re<nd and Ill O\/AC Utle, He aho corrtlnuctl bll pro b:acball can:a by playing ill the la1e 1950I In 
Minoe:. ND., Md Mitchell, SD., and was IIIIDllga of fmm k::.IIll in 1964 and 1965 In Coco Bca:h, Aa., and 
Duluth, Minn. He e11pped hll high achoo!. coad!.lng arccr in Bedford. Ohio, 

, 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jim Hanna (Athlete~ 1950s) 

Jim lfam1a (Weir High School, Class of 1950). A throe-sport ull-~tar who led the Red 
Riders to two ~tale one•class championships as u senior, he is one nf the most decorat
ed athletes in school history. A varsity football starter as a freshman, he continued to 
c~cd untler Hall of Fame coach Car! Hamill, who labeled Hanna and Daugherty as "two 

oftl1e finest all-amund athletes" he coached in his legendary career. 
In 1949, Hanna stam;d nn the 11-0 record Weir football team whil'h won the first 

W.Va. largest Clan A playoff tille with a 27-13 \'ktory over Milton. TI1e twn-way 
end/punter/p!acckicker landed nine touchdown passes and srnred 83 points as a senior 
when he was rum1cr-up for the West Virginia Player of the Year Heisman Award (now the Kennedy Award) 

and was selected first team AJ!.OVAC, All-Valley and All-State, He also played in twn all-star games: West 
Virginia vs. Ohio and the West Virginia North•South game. 

In basketball, he was second team All•W,Va. and Al!-OVAC. 
In baseball, he pitdicd and batted Weir to the one-class West Virginia championship. In the .:'i-3 finals' win 

over East Bank, he stnick out If) in a si:1:•hit effort and batted in four nins with two singles. 
He accepted a football scholarship from legendary Kentucky coach Paul (Bear) Bryant nnd started at end 

on a freshman squad quarterbacked by Babe P:rri!li. He left school to pfay minor league baseball for several 
sensnns before returning to Weirton, where he has been a long-time local American L~ginn, high school am! 

summer baseball coach and scout. 

Tim Anderson (Athlete - 1960s) 

Tim Anderson (Follansbee High Scholl I, Class of 1%7). Anderson's follthall career 
was a well-traveled one, as well as a quite successful one. He first reafacd grid greatne~s 
in Follansbee. a prep career so good that lt landed him a scholarship at one of the premier 
football colleges in the natilln - The Ohio State Unlvcrsi1y. 

Just like for the Blue Wave back on the banks llf the Ohio Ri\'cr. Anderson starred 
for the Buckeyes, su much so that he was a first-round pick llf the San I'randstu 49crs. 
Hls NFL, days, however, got off to a delayed start dne to contract difficulties. In the 
meantime, Anderson enjoyed an all-league honors stint with the Canadian football ~~ 
League·s Toronto Argonauts. 

Andi::rson was a lhn:e-sport standout at I'ol!an>ht.>e High. In addition to his many football achievements, 
the 6 ft., 195-poundcr distinguished himself quite nicely in baseball and track. 

As a senior, Anderson's Blue Wave went 8-2. Those twn blemishes came in the season's first twn games. 
cllntest~ in which AndefS<ln did not play due to injury. In just eight game.'!. Anderson rushed for 863 yards and 
also led the team in tackles As a result. the two-way hack earned all-OVAC, A!l-Val!cy and all-W,Va. Class 
AAA fin;Hcam honors. As junillr. he was all-OVAC and All-Valley second team. 

He started two years for the Blue Wave lmseball squad as an outfielder. He also joined the track team as a 
senior ll!ld was fifth in the state Class AAA shot put, 

At Ohio Statc,Andcrson started three years ns a defensive back. During that span, the powerful Buckeyes 
went 27•2 with two Big Ten titles while also being named the consensus national champions in 1968. That 
team beat the OJ. Simpson-led USC Trojans in the Rose BowLAs a senior. he was first-team all•Big Ten and 
was a first team AlJ.American. 

His Buckeye stardom pruved a springboard Ill heing the 23rd pick ln the 197 l NFL draft. He owned the 
distinction of being the highcstufthe 11 Ohio State gridders chosen in that draft, including Jack Tatum. When 
unable to agretl to terms with the 49cn, he played four seasons in Canada before returning Ill San Francisco 
and playing the 1975 campaign for the Nincrs, 111c following scaslln, Anderson played for the Bnffa!o Bills. 

Marty Coyne (Athlete - 1970s) 

Marly Coy11e {Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1977). Coyne was a tbree•sport srnnd
ont for the Cadets, but baske!ha!l was definitely the versatile 6 ft, 5 atblctc"s meal ticket. 

Coyne distinguished himself as one llf the premier hoopsten; in the Ohio Valley 
during the decade of the '70s. He was a three-year starter in roundball at Linsly, 
blossoming into a virtual scoring machine hisjunillr and scnillrcampaigns. O!yne netted 
599 pninb in his junior season ahmc, good for a 27.2 average. He was alsn a beast lln 
the boards, gr~bbing 14.2 caroms per outing. He nearly duplicated those numbers in his 
senior campaign, scllring 598 points for a 27.I average. TI1c talented post"s rebound 
totals ballooned to !6.5 per game. 

Coyne·s scoring antics were tnps in the Ohio Valley both seaS(Jl!S. His oing!e-game high was 46 against 
Wheeling Central. The dependable cager scored in double figures in all 47 of his high school starts. Cnyoc·s 
scnring prowc.~s alsn translated intll team success. The Cw.lets compiled .:'i4•!2 rcc,ird during his final three 
campaigns. The Bridgeport native garnered all-City, all-OVAC and all·West Virginia hllnors each for his last 
two years. He also was rn..captain of the all-state team ru; a scninr. He ended his illustrious hanJwnnd can:er 
with 1,389 points. 

He Wll'I also a standout on the gridiron, starting three seasons. The glue-fingered n,cc:ivcr led all Ohio Valley 
small school pass catchers his senior season while uho awraging 37 .5 yards per punt. Cnyne was al!m named 
aU.QVAC und all-state first team for his football success as a seninr. 

Springtime saw Cllyne start three seasons on the Limly diamond, serving as co-captain as a senior. 
After graduation from Lins!y, Coyne received an appointment tn the U.S. Military Academy ut West Point 

(NY). He had the privilege of playing for the now legendary Duke head coach Mike Krz.yzewski. Cllyne started 
three seusons, helping the Black Knights of the Hudson to an NIT berth in JQ78. lie iweraged 15.6 points a 
!,'llltle as a junior and 16.5 points as a scnior. His I ,126 career points ranked lllh on the all•time Anny Sl-'Uring 
list at the time of his graduation, He also grabbed more than 400 rebllnnds for lhe Cadds, where he scroed as 
ctl•captain as a senior. Oiyne a~eended tn the rank of LTC with 11 years active duty. 

Charlie Keenan (Athlete - 1980s) 

Cluulre Kee11u11 (Stcubenvil!e High School. Clas~ uf 1985). Ile it on the gridiron, 
wrestling mat or in the classroom, Keenan prided himselr on excellence and in all three 
areas of his life, he was nothing short of sensational. 

Kecnnn was the cornerstone of Big Red's initial state grid playllff championship. 
captaining the 1984 grid juggernaut. He kd the Reno Saccoccin-cm1ched gridders to a 
13-0 seaSlm tlmt fall. He established new school records for tackles and sacks en route to 
being named the statc·s Division II Lineman of the Year. The first-team all-stater was also 
acconlcd honllrJb!e mention AH-A1m.'ricll!l plaudits. He was named captain of the all• 
OVAC and all-Eastern District teams and was selected to play in the OVAC and Ohill 
North-South Al!•Star games, 

The relentless lineman was a three-year starter for Steubenville that went 30·0 in the regular senmn and 33-
2 nvcralL His great grid play earned him the dlstinctilln of being named the co•captain of the 1980s All-Decade 
Fuotba!l Teani selected by The Intelligencer. His Big Red success prow:<l a springboanl !n a football scholanhip 
to TI1e Ohio State Unfrersity where he Wll'I a letterman for 1he Scarlet & Gray griddcrs. 

Keenan was just as impressive on the prep mats. He Wlln a pair or OVAC titles. capturing lhe I 75•pound class 
as a wphmnore follllwed by the I BS-pound crown as a junior before gral>bing tl,c brass ring as the Ohio state 
kingpin that winter. Keenan opted In mm·e up to heavyweight as a senior, preparing him for the rigon; of an Ohio 
State griiklcr. That move Ill heavyweight set up a match against Barnesville High·s mammoth and follow OSU 
grid recruit Tim Mndcy. The two met in the OVAC finals in 1985, attracting possibly the largest crowd at a 
wrestling match in Ohio Valley annals. with Moxley pulling out an epic 11-8 triumph. It snapped Keenan's 
45-match winning streak Kt.>euan was awarded the George Kovalick Schlllarship that year. He finished hls Big 
Red wrestling career with a sparkllng I Jn-18 record. 

Keenan also opted to wn,stk at Ohio State, earning two varsity !ctten; in tl1c mat ~port. 
lie was the Steubenville High valedictorian, compiling a 4.0 GPA. He went on to cam master\ arul doctorate 

di::grees. After r=iving his OSU degree, Keenan returned home and sen-ed as a teacher, administrator and 
ctlllCh at his alma mater. lie now is a school superimendi::nt in nllrthem Ohin. 
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Bill Jobko (Athlete -1950,) 

Bilf J11bk11 (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1953). A three-year. three-sport 

Bulldllg athlete in football, haskctball and baseball. he earned Al!-OVAC and All

Va!ley football honors as a senior lineman, 

Recruited by Ohio State University, he became a two-way offensi.·e guard and 

linebacker who played on the Buckeye national title tclllllS of !954 and 1957 when the 
Buckeyes won two Ruse Bowls. lie was team MVP in 1957. He is the llnly player in 

Big ID Conference history to never play in a losing Big 10 regular season game. He 

rec on.led a safety for the Cnll~ge All-Stars in a 35· !9 victmy over the NFL champion Detroit Lions. one of 

only eight times the Ct)lkgians defeated the NFL champions in the annual classic. 

He was drafted by the Los Angeles Rams and played for the NH, team from 1958-62 before performing 

for the Minnesota Vlk in gs from 1963-65. Jobko capped his pro playing career as a team defensive captain of 
the miginal Atlanta Fak()ns in 1966. Fmm !967-89, he w()rked for the Falcons in varitius mks -assistant 

cooch. i;cont and Dircct()r of Pro Player Personnel. He clllsed his NFL career as chief college scout of the 

Phoenh Cardinals from 1989·94. 
Bridgeport High School honored Jobko by naming the street entrance to Perkins Field as "Bill Jobkll Way'' 

and then on Aug. 2!, 2008, dedicated its home complex as "Bill Jobkn Fllotball Stadium." 

Mark Thompson (Athlete- 1960s) 

Mark 1"fwmpJut1 (Mount Pleasant High School, Class nf !969). Baske1ball was a way of 
life in the llmmpslm family. wilh Mark being the most productive, Iii• twn older bruthern 
- Rich and Jim - started a hoop tradition al Mount Pleasant High in \96[). Ewry year 
during that decade witnessed a Thllmpson in the Muunties' 5tarting lineup. ending with 
Mark•~ graduation in l 969. Mnrk set the family standard, however. fur basketball grcamess. 
He wasted no time making hi~ presence felt on the hardwmid, finishing as the second-lead· 
ing scmer for the junior varsity team a:i a frosh. Thatja}'Vee squad went 18-0. 

Thmnpwn was nothing short of magical the next three winters, leading the team in 
scoring and rebounding each campaign. His tremendous play also sparked an eye-popping 
92-9 record during that span for the Mounties, which included three successive sectional 
ctHhampionships. a distri<·t final berth and a district semi-final appearanct:. As a sophomore. the hard•working 
hoopster averaged 17.6 points a game. That figure jumped to 24.8 as ajuuinr and was capped by a 28.I per game 
showing as n senior, including a career-best 50 !ightinp against Smithfic!il. During that senior year, the Mounties 
averaged more 1han 95 pnints a game, topping lhc century mark in si~ of 18 regular seaimn contests. 

AU told, the 6 ft, 4 Thompson - who was blesseil with hllth inside and uuhide scnring skills ·- niled high 
schtml with 1,623 p<Jints in his pnrtfo!lo. He netted a host of accolades for his basketball cxpertfae, headed by firn 
team al!•Ohiu !mnors ns both a junior and senior. lie was also nn all.Eastern District, a]J.,Eastem Ohio Athletic 
League and a!l-OVAC honorL's' al! three years. lie was captain of the OVAC team as a senior. 

Timmpson was no one-sport wonder a:i he also displayed his athletic pm,vcs~ ou both the gridiron and baseball 
diamond. He was a two.way starter in fontba!L starring as quarterliack and defonsive back. 'The three•ycar regular 
was an all-Eastern District, all-OVAC and Eastcm Ohm Athletic League selection in his junior and senior seaS<.ms. 
Timmpson also picked up three letters in baseball., chalked up two no•hittcrn and four lllle-hlttcrs. 

Not surprising, Thompsnn received some 120 Division I college schnlan.hip offers. He cast his lot wit11 
basketball at the Univcr.1iry of Flmida. Thompson was tl,c sccond•leading SL'mer on the Gaton' frosh team. After 
redshirting as a sophomllre due to an ankle injury, he worked himself mto being a part•timc starter during his 
junior and senior scascms and was a co-captain his final campaign with the Gaton;. 

Mike Dawson (Athlete - 1970s) 

Mike /Jaw:wn (Magnolia lligh School, Class of !'J78). When y<>u begin tnrocal[ the great 
athletes in Magnlllia lligh annals, Mike Dawson is always near the top of the fot.Arul why 
nm? 1hc rugged 6 ft. 2, 195-(l<mnder earned 12 lctters in four sport.I for lhe Blue Eagles. 

It Wll'I fontball, lmwcver, which bmnght Dawson the mnst acdaim. Following his senior 
grid seaS<m in 1977, Dawson was selected as the WVJ. Al!·Class Player nf tl,e Year by the 
Morgantown Tuudulnwn Club while finishing ns runncrup for the Kennedy Award. That 
same scaS<m, he was named captain of the a!l-W.Va. Class AA team as a defensive bad< after L _ _i!L"1"'-J 
pilfering sevc.n pas~s. He was also the captain of the all.Valley and a!l-OVAC teams. 
Dawson rushed for 833 yards on just l 12 carries in nine games as a senior for Coach Dave Cisar, lfo was named 
second .. team all-state ru; a quarterback as a junior. for his career, Daws,,n accounted for more tha11 3JXll) all-purpose 
yards and t()talcd 152 points despite missiug four games with injuries. 

Dawson ultimately selected West Virginia University. As a sophomore. he earned a starting spot as a linebacker, 
but he injured his knee while hlnckiug a punt against Pmu State. Dawson emkd as a two•year Mountaineer grid 
l~ttcrman. 

The talented Blue Eagle was also dominant in baseball. He was a four-year starter, seeing action at both catehcr 
and shortstop and earning all-Wes! \-1rginia laurels his juninr and seuim scawns after helping lead the Eagles to the 
state tllumamenl lx,lh years. lie was a two-time all-OVAC arul all-Valley hmmree,rening us captain of the latter as 
a senior. Spring proved quite busy for Dawson. When not playing baseball. he was a valuahle contribumr Ill the Blue 
E.agle~• track team. Despite little practic,: time, he was still able m sparkle in the West Virginia Class A state track 
meet. As ajunior,he wa~ runner-up in botl1 the 100-yard da~h and long jump, the latter on the strength ofa !eap bet
ter than 21 foel. He alsll Wllll the West Virginia AAU IOl)-yard dash in \CJ77 

Dawson'was also a three-year starter in basketball. Among his many hoop highlights was a 36-point uuthurst 
against Wheeling Park. 

Tim Moxley (Athlete~ 19811s) 

Tim Mtillq (Barnesville lligh Sch{X)I, Class of 1985.) A heavyweight in every sense 
nf the word. Tim Moxley is certainly that. Moxley came up huge io both football and 
wrestling for the Shamrocks. lie enjoyed a ~tar->tuddcd and champion--fillcd four athletic 
years at the western Bdmllnt Cllunty school. 

Moxley garnered all-Ohio honors in football for the Red & Green whik also grnbhing 
a pair of state 1,1,TCstling championships. The 6 ft. 7, 300-pounder parlayed his prep 
achievements into a football scholarship at The Ohio State Unil'ersity. 

Moxley was a three-yew starter lln lhc Shamrocks• line. He helped guide the Red & 
Green tn a !7 • 3 mark uvcr his last two seasons and the OVAC championship in 1983. 

He was accorded a bevy of first team all-star honors for his seninr season play. Tuey included all•Valley. all
OVAC. al!•Eastcrn District arul all-Ohio by The As1mciated Press. lie was a second-team all-Ohio United Press 
International honoree As ajnnlor, Modcy wus a second-team all-Valley selection. 

Mm.Jey carved out an even mme glit1criug prep resume in the mat sport. Toe powerful heavyweight captured 
a pair of Ohio state championships, matching lhe number of OVAC crowns to bb credit. As a senior, be led the 
Shamrock grapplen; tn the m·erall OVAC Tllurnamcnt title while a!sn being accorded tlie pn:stigillus Bierkonte 
Awanl. Moreover, the Mmley-!ed matmcn of Coach Darrell Davis captured the stale murnamcn! team title in 
1985. His OVAC title ma1rbcs against Steubenvme·s Charlie Keenan - alro joining this year's OVAC Hall of 
FlllllC indnction field - arc legendary. Mmlcy haruled Keenan his only two losses in the OVAC el'enL Moxley 
wus so impressive on the mat that he was selected to the USA's Scholastic All-America Wrestling "Dream 
Team" for 1984-85. He was third in the OVAC as a sophomore. 

At Ohio State, Moxley was all folltba!L He mm'ed into the Buckeyes' starting lineup as a sophomore. nfter 
seeing playing time in all !3 games as a red•shirt freshman, He started seven llUt llfthe Bncks' final eight games 
as a sopholll(lre, As a junior. he started a!l 11 games and continued that strong play as a senior. Ile played in two 
bowl games for Oh in State - the IIJ87 Cotton Bowl and tl1e 199() Hall llf Fame Bllw!. Moxley was selected by 
the Washington Redskins in the ninth round uf the 1990 NFL Draft. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
David Bosley (Athlete - 1990.l 

D4rld BoJ#J (P&dcn City HiVI Sctlool, Dil'I of 1993). l'al.len Clty pridel llictf oo. 
qwil!ty bcl.ethalL To tJw en,J, [fay!d Bosley 11. Oil the~ list of grcai WildartJ. 

Bostcy WII a iClDJll terror Id the tiny Wetzcl COIDl!y School. Th:: IICOring alJo tmn1atc:d 
Into 11 ,;,,.nllb of Wt.idi:-M winning u the ~ & White lldnn=.I to the West Vin::lnla 
~ tomname:nt In 1991 and 1992. Co;,,ch Bob Burton·li 'Cab WO iflbbed the O\.'AC 
crown1 In the 1992and 1993 ~.All toul,Pzitkn City WOil 81 time::i and lo:rtj.,1112 
dimng Bosley·, four-year boop cam::r. Wbllc: the Wddcw w= oiimrina:, Bader w-., 
~,. He finished hi1 ~ day1 whb 1,996 pointl, lncludio,: • scn10f campaigu In 
which be netted 29.2 pol:n3, 7.11 auilts and se\'en rebounds per WIit. T1l(a.e lofty 
oumbeTI ea,;ne,:1 hlrn the captaincy or the all-Mate team. He wm mo captain of the lllf
OVAC iquad that }ttr md ~ boocRrl by the~ Dans fe1: ~ ~. Dxln; hil ~ 
andjunior~'I, the~ ft. II ba.dcuurt tlandy eamed 1111-0VAC andnll-1t.11e booonu Pwen Chy ..dvanced 
to the 1tatc wumwncnt each winter. 

Booky alw lllllde use of hil mperb lllhktlciffll to rur oo. lhc football fi.dJ for !,file~-The foor-year 
pid ldicrmaJ1 ijUl'\;kd u "- Q\lllricrb,,d, Ulllllli nll-OVAC llniA=i honon u ajimia- and ICllP.X. He com
pktcd 113--of-221 puses fo.- (;171 yiudJ nnJ 11 tOl.ll:Mowm wbilenAmlli for489 mlpe:'I and ~~ad.litiooal. • • 
1CmeS u II senior. Effiley was name,J to the Wat !inia 5fJorU Ullbnale AlJ..St&l0 Football Team. As 1jttnla, 
be COIT{lieted 69--0f- l l::! tos&:1 for 995 yuni., ll!lll el toodWWUI. He aho rus1nl for 559 ynnll and m 'IDI. 
Bmley WllllWOaltcllur~,11vera~g36.I y oo29boool. 

Bllli\ey abo made bh pr=nce felt m trlld: and fkW. He wu an OVAC long Jump cb:nnplon and al5o wu 
a state nmflef-up In th: JOO.meter bunile;,i. 

Bosky tool hi, -.a.st basketball u.il11 to lb:: no::11 k\"t'I, earnl~ e ~holanbip to LSU In the Tllued SEC. He 
played four yun for Jege::J' Dole Brown, who retired after Bos\ey'1 5enlor cainp;algo. In lfutiey'1 filW 

~: ~~~~ ~hr~ncr:; ;!~ S!s~ i~l99~~e:~ ~:-~~rlU~ 
Dim:toJ Cup for acadcmlc cxcclkncc lJlll was recogni=f BJ !Ill SEC Scholar Athlete. 

Class 
of 

2010 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Frank Baxter (OVAC 'Contributor') 
Fl'Gk Bsutn (Brklgepcrt High School, Ctu. of 1949). Whm you tblnl:: of 

Brkleeport High School, lhl, b lUlcly on.: of the l11mCII tbt con= to mind. After I'll~ 
Balter was Pllrl of the Bridgeport i,;:hool 1yst= for u:xm: tlw:i 60 yeai-, a.1 a 8tudaI1, 
athlete, teacher, coach wJ adni:inmra!oc. 

A, ml nthlcte, be Wlll an uJ.I..OVAC hoooro: in footi:cll Mn centcr-lincbad:cr WJd in 
~kctball where be 11',-e:raged 25 poi11~ per pne..., ~~or.After a stlnt In thc umed 
scrvicc:, <lurin!I the Korean War, he =Dal at Wo1 Liberty Sate College where be 
pillyal football llllO.l rnn trll. IOO recc!veJ a b:ichcloc·s dcgrn:, later receiving fil'l 
ITIUlct'n from the Uni-vrnlty o(Dayton. 

After U'%ldtlng mi cOIIChing at Bamci,ille High School for o~ aason, he mumcd 
lo Im l1lma INdtt nnd began an incttdJble 47-ycm nm 1U1 BrldicPorfs 111hlctic director- believed to be the 
lungcst tenure in OVAC lusiay • n:tiring in 2004. 

Frum 1962 lo 19&0, he ubo doubled u the BulldoiP' hc,ul boya' btiletball =h, guiding the tenm lo n 
wiid 269-128 rcconl. Hn teams woo four OVAC chAmpiomhlp:, i 1963, '€>6, '72 llJld '74); 14 ~ titla; 
two cfutrici ctm1,n, end one reill'[llU cbampkmship. B~ pa,teJ ml unbwcn lTjlliar ieztSO!l In 1966, 
ending with a f1t111\ 23-1 rccon:I nod the UPI C'1ass A r.t11tc poll champ!o:mblp; and fmi£hcd as the 1969 Ohio 
Clas, A runner~ with a 25---2 record at II thnc when then: wen: only two cliwes in the Wile. 

8a.l1er "11111:S nmn! the Ohio Gm A "Co!ldl of the YearH In 1966 i:nl bo:zmc the fint n:dpient of the OVAC'1 
all-tpom ''Corl oftbe Y='° IIWQffi in 1969. He WM a1Jo ~ Ea!c-n Ohio nnd f.m::m Dis!rict "Cu:di of 
the Ycm-H oo revaul occasian,. In 198S, autcrW111 the &.siem Dutrict ~Alhktic Director oftbc Yror' mid he ll,'l!S 
inducted kw the Ohio Atblctic Adrnlnutralol, Hall ofF:imc in 1994. He hm alto hem n:cogni:z:al by the Ohio High 
School Bcldbitll C.o;ichc, ~ th: Nllisnri:th Manorial &.,J.ctbnll fW1 of Fm.: throogh th: OIISM in 
1988 in! wtth the F.arl Habc:rficld~he:,Awnrdattbe0\'.11.C Bau.etmll Clllliic in \987_ Baxtc.'1"re1:cived the Cwi 
Hmnill AWlllli frcm lhc Upper Ohio \'aJlcy OaJll(:r Dan Chb in 2003 and when the no::w Brillgepm Hii,11 SdJ:d 
ll,ltt connructcd, lhc llooc (d the John J.1--lnvlicd: Oy1mmtu:m wu nmnai Fmik Ruler Court. 

John Stephenson (Coaches) 
JtJNI ~ (Waynesburg High Scoool, Cast of 1969). lkgmlkd a.1 the "Father 

of Cadiz w'n:stling", Stqilia:ison amm:,cJ the role ofhca,J m.1t L'.:OW\ in thc leCOOO year 
of the lpO(t ll the ,chool 

lfu 11.rst temn bad juit 12 wreruen oo lhc l£[ll<ld IIOO finimetl 5-5-2, but by the JJ:Xt year 
the tra111 lwJ iocr=l 1o 34 membcn IJld lh: _program v.'l!S off llllU running. 

What followed ibing the ocxt 14 year, llOtil StcpbaiJoo ttrr!nl down~th0 1988 
seasro wu llwt Cadiz wrestlin; bccmic hiidily-re.:p=deJ throoghou! thc mtr of Ohio int 
was• perennial Ohio Villey Athktlc CO!l!e:rcnce powctboose. 
5~ Cudinal 1qUOOS won 12 OVAC CillS'I AA wa1 meet titk,, 12 

OVAC CbmAA lotll1lamelll. titk:smidthcm=i!IOVAC ma! d:iamp-iondJipin 1981, JftJ 
ti::arnl !Ibo woo eight iCCllooiu ~ aod IC"\'Cll district tiUei with ll1IITlCIUIJ:I top 
10 1U!e ~ flllllhca, hi~ll~ by the 191!7 bm which Cl'ICIIUfed tbc Ohio ctnsa 
A State W=tlinj Chnmpiooship. That feat eam=d 5tepbcn,oo the Ohio C!.m A "C.rocb of the Yo=" llCJection. 

Undef hit tutchge, Ca&z pn::,,Ju,;.-eJ 29 5!ak place llnhbcn l!ICluding two ~ ctwnpion, nod colDtksll 
OVAC Tooman:,cni ~ Stepbm,on'n dml m:ct n:ronl with the Cnrdinl'lls was m ~v,; 142-lS-2. 

Fm-his mmty cootribu:tW111 to lhc nport ofwratlin11, lncloolnil SCfWl8 f<r=y yean on the OVAC WrcM!lng 
Commll!Ce on.I u tlircctor of scvarJ sectional am district tomlame!11s, Stephcmon wu honon:d v.itb the 
OVAC'• pre$1fg1ous ''Mr. Mat Award'' In 1993. Ha:rriBoo CcrrtnJ !ala recognl=i thc Jong-time coach v.itb the 
na:rnlngofr.clnirs mul.tipurpore huildinguTheJohn W. ~ Ce:nlcf. 

Slc]lhcmoo received hiJ degree in ladustrialArtl 1111d Ph;ml Educnlion from Fairmont 5~ College. whc:re 
he~ El NAJA Afl-Arncricm:i wm:tler. After stcppioa down Bl wresllinQ ~h, Slqibetilal IUVeJ !IS M'!i5tmt 
principal at c~ High ScruoJ aoo tbeo wn, JllUIDCrl 1o princi(lll m Hrmsm. Central when the diMct mlfKll
rum:1 Ill 1999 w:1 be malntaincJ thllt position wllil WOJ, He ba.'I abo llaVro u principal at llirmoo. Hopcdl'lle 
E\emcmlcy, Hwruoo Lru{and Ekmcntmy and has been Buildings an,d GmlJnh Supaviaor for the d.Wrict. 

Otis Winston (Athlete - 1990,) 

Ota lt'i.titoit (TOl'OlllO H_lib Sdia,l, C1a:u of 1992). Wlruton ll 1ynonyrno,n with Ohio 
Valley high lwnpln!. He 11.Jll n:IUIUII the: meuurina: ltkl for prep Jlllllp\nJI ~11. 

W!mton, lw,m.·er, wa l)'KJl'e than an IICCOOlpl11hed blpl jumper. He poucsxd mulli• 
f!ICCled 11.illl both In tuw:l u well 81 bmut~l. 

'While becomln~ the Ohio Villey'1 fITTl IC"\'ffl•fcot leaper, he WIUI equ.tlly u do~ 
on the h..mlwnod, ~ fOIX' years for tbc Rro KnigbU, while ~ni flnt.team .U:: 
Ohio hunooi u • amlor. 

Whuton II lllll tbc Red Kni~' .U·\ln:lc lcadl:n11 acom: via bil I A!!] ni&ru:n. AJ I 
seniof, the Wllellc forwml car&d his~ lo nn OVAC 3-A crown thank,, ln ~. lo his 
31.1 poin!l, 14 n:botm,:h,11.t ~1 and l11 auim per pme. 

He wm tbe imde] of~ r.s reflcctoj In a 20-;:ame llrw; IXJO p:,lna OCltXll'C. His mt'.ic pmc: hiib wm 
46, He was bcXh the &Jkm Dutrict am District 5 Pl.lira of The Year 1111d i:t.m<l in the Ohio ~South Game, 
scorio11 l8 poin1J In a wlmlnj Cllllle. AJ ajuoior,hc 1v~25 ~111 pmc and wa fint-kam..U-OVAC. He 

IUIOi::~~=::i:~.~•~~ • ~~ 00:: ~~ =~~mib. ll!ld 
In the loo11 J:ITi a:a a senior with• 22· JO eITClt. He caplWro the mte biJ!jump title u • ~ ~ 6-10 

ju~j~ ~=-= ~.o~ w~::: =:g~l{UU for The Ohio Si.ti: Unlvenlty. 
Win!1on eamcdAll•Arnaic-all boocn at OSU In lnlcl.. WUllllllll the BigTro bl~Jumpjni lit1e four times, twla, 

<lilOOJn ZIOd twlcc lll;Joon. He~ thlnl In tbc NCAA es a f=hlllllll with his tlill Ohio Stlolc =ad of7-4.."I. 
WllUto!I competal in the 1996 Olympic triab. 

"~~lk
00
~~~~i;~~~11a.=!":OO~t.!JJubis~=,~f=; 

lljalrut bated-rlwl Mld:Ilg1:11. He wa, a thn:c•year OSU bwletball \etteman. 

.:.~~~'1~!:t~OJ:=:»n~~=~~~•~~~!:~~ 
at New Albany Hlgb School. 

Rick DeLuca (OVAC 'Famlly'J 

Riel Delita1 (Warrro CoilllOULlated Hlgh School, Cl= of 1970). Probably the 
only queition m:imiing Deluca is in what aspect of the OVAC lwn't he m:ide 11 
significllOt contn'butioU. Whcthcr it'• the arduous msk of compiling the cooferem:e 
staodin~, serving on various committees, developing~ vct1ture5, coachiog and 
even ~rting the eventJ through the media, Deluca 1w dooe it all. 

He's the one wbo puts together the wed.It wndings in II majority ofspom In the 
OVAC, including football, ,·o!leybal~ boys end girb' batl.etbal\ and biueball. 

It v,as Del..uc4 who fonnulated the OVAC basketball pl.ayolfa, mvlog 11.1 the 
director of that event, Md v,ho also combined with OVAC Executive Secretary 
Tom Riltaiczak to ntabli.-Jh the OVAC Muscwn - a hi!lorkal look at the confer
ence, Ill schools nnd a:thl~ throughout the yean. which is hmtSed in WesBnnco 
Arena in Wbcc!lng. 

DeLuce also Ben'CS on the OVAC VoUeyball Committee, the OVAC Baseball Committee, the OVAC 
Boostet1 Connnittee and the OVAC Sclloiarmip Committee. 

He W off= - thmugh his DeLuca Realty busincs., venture - a yC11Tly OVAC Vollcyball 
Scholanhip. 

DeLucn, who also cooched the: high 11Chool bt.scball tcai-ru at Bridgeport for thn:e yeatll lll>d Buckeye 
Local for OllO year, U a veteran of the Ohio VaUey meilla, wotbng for= thnn 40 :t= 11.111 part-time 
'{1Qrt5writer ,rl: The T= Lender. He W!1S a ~-tlroe finalist for Oh,o Spor15Wtlter of the Year by 
the National Sportswriter mi Sportscuters M.WC!atlon nnd received four awm,:b from the Ohio Prqi 
Sportswriter.; Auodatloo. He also wrru some e.rticles for USA Today in Its early years nod hA! had 
several oon-!p(Jrt! nrticle:s publfabed in ,'llrious rcglooal and national puhliration'l. 
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William 'Bill' Davies (MedlaJ 
U1llhu,i J, •1Jlll" Dnla (Bamea~illc Hi~ &bool, Cllil of I~). A ~iCfitlC glant~ 

who MJn: many bau during 1113 lifetime, lt Mlllld be easy to Wx:I In.ne, u ''Mr. 
BarnaviUc" to IIltilY imidc ffld outs:ldc the wc:ru:rn Iklmor.t County community, but it 
was ln the meJla wbc:rc he made ~I:'.': bi, ~t tmp.,:1:. 

Afkr cnlisth1i In the fw)' durin(I V.orld War II and smfflll with the Navy Seal= in 
Okinawa. he attended. Mwni (OhioJ Unlllfflity rnd ~ldeil biJ ctlucNlan nt The Ohio 
Slate Unlv=lty where he grndtwcrl from the OSU School of Jooml'llism in 1950. 

A tnJc Mold WIOOr nporttt who could recall many lilUIJC1 and event, 111 the drop of 
a hilt, bil IJfc!ong urcer was ,pan ripit in hll bt.cl.ynni at The Bamen·illc ~ 
until h1I n::titmJCJ1t In 1994, serving JCv=! yean III cdlto:r-pubfabcr while aha covcrina 
Shmnrnck sporting cvmt3 rclldoo,ly. 

Not only did he report on Barncl\'illc athlctlc-;, for The Enterprise, but he IW{l Wilt• 
nluabk contributor to the~ department, at The TIIDC:I uaikr m Martin, Fcrry and The Dnily Jcff=ian 
in Cambridge. 

Amonf! the sporu-relalcll ZIWXnh Du•!e3 rcccivru wen: • Distinguished &nice All,-nrd from the &tnesvillc 
wrertling in 1991.; the Diftrlct 12 Bcldball Coochcl As.i.ocralioo DiJtinguishro Service Awmtl In 1996; 
the Ohln ~ Hall of F:ime MW AWllrd in 1997: aod lnductioo into the Ohio l'n:p Sporawri1cB As&Ociatioo 
Hall ofFnmc: In 1998. 

He lllli.1 wt, iim:.1al m 1k Bm,:s,,ille.Atel E,imi::o fun:blirn llill c:{firne !u 1991!: was omJEd Bml::i'.illc Cithm 
oftb:YC!S"a!l994;r=\'tllaflUW'IIAwW!iun11-.:0mko:ia!muf~C~IIOO~tb:qiolt!E 
Heritage Tue at &mu Tcdtli:d C.olkgc. 

D-avie, WU a vm;ity lcttmnan in football and bam.:etbaJI m high 1ehool, l'l!ll.l was I member of the gold 
mctW-winnini ba:sketball twn io the 1945 Pacific O1}11l(Tict. He w:lll 11 ~gmcred biw:ethAII olflcil'll for 20 
years fflJ.I ~cd 81 Ohio Stadium bench JCCurity and u an whcr 1t Bw;;k,;,ye foodl11U gamc1 from 1958 until 
the year ofhl1 death In 2003. 

Charles 'Chuck' Watt (Cooehe,) 
Otu/n "C7urrl" Hatt (Steubeo~·ille High Scbool, Cla!s of \94~). A lllAillruly of 

Blg R.e,.I ~lhletka, Coach Watt made bi.1 mark. both IIS head b;ukethall t.nd ba.scball 
roach. 

In bru.ketbllll, Wntt IWistedAni VIICC"ffiJ befon: talfng over In 1967 !llUI beeillllhqj 
e 23-yt'ar runt li kad coach. During that titnr., be compiled a rtelbr recon:1 of ]50-
149, 11 winning pacentage of70. I. 

Bi~ Red woo dght OVAC champiooshlps under Watt (l'l7!, '75, '78, '79, 'SO, 
'81, 86 and '90) IUld be wu lllllllCd the Dimict 5 Ba3ketball Cooc~ A=x:istioo 
~coecb of the Year" in encb of those &ealOllJ while bcin~ O-lOlcd OVAC ~coach of 
the YurH in both 1971 and 1990. Hi.1 team.I won 12 iectio!lal titles, Including w,en 
stral<'ht from 1983 through 1990; and~ four district dwnp!onsh.ips {1970, 
'71, 'fij5 and '90). 

He wa11 lnducteJ Into the Ohio High School Basketball Co:tdleS AS300:iation HaU offwne in 1994 and 
into the District 5 Batle!ball Coach.cs Assocla!ion Hall of Fame. 

Watt n.\so rucceroed Vaccaro III the ~hool'n bead baseball coach, scrvlna Jo thn.t role from 1965-75 and 
CO!TI:flilin~ a 192-87-4 mark. Hi.1 Hie R.eu !CJ.In., ll,'on two OVAC championshi{lt (1968 a.oil 1973); three 
scct.1011111 titles (1968, '72 and '75) lod ono di~rict crown (1972). 

He nlw coached the Staibem,ille American Legion Post 33 k1Un fur many yem. After 5erVinll ~ llO 
iw®.nt to Vaccaro Crom 1957-82 bef~ becum!ng the~ in 1983 IIJld posting e 367-104 ~ 
tncluding state clwnpionshlp, In 1984 and 1989. 

W~tfa coacbing career actually began In hit aeo:ior sca.soo 111 Stcubowille College when he took ova
Bl mid-JellJOII nod i.uldal a team that started out 3-S to a 14-8 record to earn reco,:nltion n.s the ~Ml™ 
Impm,·ed Team in ihe Country" u determined by the Dick Dunkel National Rntina Symm. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John 'Streaky' Haloszka (Officials) 

J11hn "Streaky" llal1mku (McKinley Vocational School, Class of 1943). 
A dedicated nml colorful individual who was easily recognizable by his nick
name, Halocla spent 40 years as an official in the Ohio Valley, working high 
school games in football, basketball, snfiball, baseball nnd track. 

He also officiated in the Wheeling Outdoor Basketball League which fea
tured such players us Ohio State University grcaL~ John Havlicek and Jerry 
Lucas and West Virginia University legends Jerry West and Rod Hundley. He 
also worked many years in the St. Vincent"s Tournament and the Sistersville 
lndcpem.lcnt Tournament- both widely-recognized for attracting top col!cgiatc 
players from throughout the tri-statc area. 

He worked a host of West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (SSAC) tournament 
games nt the sectional, regional and state levels and nlso officiated in the West Virginia Calho!ic State 
Tournament. 

Among the honors llaloszka received were nn SSAC Service Award at the state basketball tourna
ment in 1975; an SSAC Meritorious Award for 30 yearn of officiating football nnd basketball io 1984; a 
Meritorious Award for outstllnding service 1o high school athletics from the Ohio lfigh School Athletic 
Association (OHSAA) in 1985; recognition from the Ohio Valley Board of Footbnll Offidnls for his 
many years of service in 1986; honorary lifetime memberships to the Ohio Valley Board of Foolball 
Officials in 1988 and the Ohio Vnlley Board ofBashtba!I Officials in 1990. 

lie wns also honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club for outstanding nchievements and 
contributions to high school sports in the area in 1989 and recognized as an honorary official at the 
31st annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Footboll Classic in 2002. 

Henry Josefczyk (Athlete 1950s) 
Henry "Jl11nk" Jw;eftzyk (Yorkville High Schoo!, Class of 1956). After five decades, 

he holds the Ohio Valley roL-on! for basketball scoring average for a senior. TI1c 6-foot-6 
center scored 1,097 points in 26 gnrne.~ for a 42.2 per game norm. lie avL'fnged 17.5 per 
game with 728 points us II junior und his four-yell!" total of2,00! points ranks in the "fop 
15 in Ohio Valley history. 

An I I-letter winner -~ four each in basketball and baseball and three in football --- he 
led the Ductillitcs to a 22-4 team rcconl as n scniur. They won the Jdforson County ti!lc 
for the second straight yell!" plus tl1e Ohio Class B section and district crowns including a 
win over an unbeaten SlrJsburg te:tm before losing to Chagrin Falls, 62-60, in the regional 
townamcnl. As a st'Ilior, he broke the Ymkvil!c single game scoring rcconl set by OVAC 
chnrter Hall of Farner Ken Alessi by netting 76 points against Shadyside, a team he also scored 60 on in another 
gisme. He had 62 ngainst Linsly and four 50-point games to average 45.1 points for regular season. The 76-point 
game is the thinl-highcst in OV history and came in the final rt)gu!ar season game, a 99-78 win. 

Joscfciyk Wall selected first team All-Ohio, Al!-OVAC and All-Eastern Ohio as well as Chuck Taylor All
America recognition by playing in the llllntJJJ.I North-South AH-America Onme in MuITTy, Ky. lie also played in 
the Ohio/W. Va. \'8. Kentucky All-Star games in llunti111,>1on, W.Va. and Ashland, Ky. 

lie reportedly had some 200 college scholarship offers nnd the senior class president and salutatorian selected 
the Univcrnity of Dayton. lie was a three-year varsity letterman with the Flycrs after playing on lhc frcshmll!l team. 
In his sophomore season, he was a reserve on the 25-4 rcconl NIT runner-up team whkh lost in overtime to Xa\·icr 
ufu,,- beating Fonlham and St. John's. At Dayton, he received the lirst John L. Macbeth Scholar-Athlete Awanl 
in 1958. lfo gradUllled in 1960 in E!cclrical Engineering and received n master's dq,'Tcr from Case Jn.~titute of 
Technology, He returned to UD ns an instructor fortwu yeara, teaching the school's first grndtJJJ.te digital computer 
courses. At the time, Dayton was one of only four co!kgcs to offer computcrcourscs. Jle then joined the business 
world, working for 12 ycara for Intel Cmp. 

Larry Duck (Athlete 1960s) 
Lllrry Duck (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1962). Winning and !..arry Duck go 

hand-in-hand. 
TI1e prep gridiron legend was one of the kc)'. pieces in the Purple Riders' amazing suc

cess in the late 1950s ll!ld early !960s. The punishing and powerful Duck wa.~ a three-year 
grid starter for Ferry. 

What is most remarkable about his illustrious grid can.-cr was the fact tlmt he never Jost 
a game as the l'ruple Ridcrn went 30-0. As a sophomore, Duck started at middle guard for 
the Fcrrians, coached by Jlaydcn Buckley. As a junior, he started at both linebacker and 
fullback as rookie coach Bob Wion guided another 10-0 campaiwi, Duck's conlrihutinns 
did not gn unnoticed all he was first-team all-OVAC and co•captam oftlie all-Valley team. 
Duck's senior year was even more nmazing as Wmn's duu-ges rolled to yct another 10-0 
season. Duck hauled in a myriad of post-season bonorn. lie was named captain of the a!!-OVAC and all-Valley 
teams and earned firaHcmn all-Ohio plaudits as a fnllback. He Wall nam~-d to the Senior Scholastic All•American 
Tcam while also gaining a spot in the Ohio North-Sonth All-Star Game in Canton. MtJreOVL'f, he wu~ named UPI 
"Back of the Year" after avcm!,'1!1g 6.6 ynnls a carry, scori11g ]2 touchdowns and gnining 911 yards. 

The 6 ft., 22(1.pouml Duck was no ()l)C-Sport wonder, as he Wall alilartcr in basketball while also excelling in track. 
lie putted Ilic shot more than 50 feet arul twirled the discus better than 150 feet, both prodigiol!S distances in that era. 

Duck accepted a scholarship to WVU and subsequently led the Mountaim.-crs' freshman team in rushing. I !is slay 
in Morgantown was short-lived as he transferred to Memphis State University. The move worked out exceptionally 
well a., Duck started three years at middle guanl. m~ teammates voted him MVP following hi~ senior year. Duck 
wrui also chosen to play in the prestigious Blue-Gray AU-Star Game in Alabama. 

Duck's prolific play led him to being drafted by the Canadian Football Lcat,'UC, I le opted to remain at Memphis ns a 
graduate assL<;tanl lie returned hrnnc and ncccptcd a teaching position at Martins Fooy High in I <J70. lie spent the next 
30 yearn at his ulma mater, teaching, roaching arul alro serving II stint as aihlctic dir-x:tor. He b'Uided the Fooy boys' bas
kt:tba!I team to a 20..5 rei..-onl arul II district championship in 1982. He later coached the girls" team to much success. 

Less Browne (Athlete 1970s) 
~ Browne (East Livctpool High School, Class of 1979). From Columbiana County, 

to Color.WO, to Canada, Browne wns an all-star football player nt every stop. 
Browne wus a three.sport stamlont at East Liverpool, wi!l1 football being his forte. 
His grid heroics arc highlighted by eight kickoff or punt returns for touchdmms llllder 

the late Ted Maley. In his senior year 11t East Liverpool, Browne rushed for 992 yanls and 
scored 56 points in eamiag BCCOnd-tcam all-Ohio homm1. 

Browne was also a standout haskctba!l player and sprinter for the Potters while also 
owning the distim.1ion of being his senior class president. lie was chosen East Liverpool 
Review "Player of the Year" in l<J78. 

The versatile griddcrwas recruited to Colorado State as a running back. lie quickly and 
seamlessly made the transition to defensive back, starting in the Rams' secondary for tl1rce 
years. The 5 ft. 11, 170-poundcr led Colorado State in interceptions in 1980. 

Following his stcl!ar collegiate career, Brovme signed as a free agent with the l Iamil!on Tigcr-Cots in 1984 and 
he W-JSred nu time making his presence felt north of the hordcr. lie earned all-Eastern and CFL nil-star awards 
as a defensive back in 1985 and 1986. Browne moved on to star for the Winnipeg Blue Bomhers from 1989-91. 
During the latter two years, he established CFL records for most interception return yards in a season with 273 
and 267, n,spectivi:ly. Aller One year wilh Ilic Ottawa Rnugh Riders, one in which he again led the league in 
inten:eption return y-.m!age, Browne dosed out his CFL career with the British Columbia Lions in 1994. The 
Lions captun:d the coveted Grey Cup that season. Browne set lcagne ret:ords for most cnrccr interceptions (87) 
and most regular-season intcrccption return yardage (1,508). After his playing days, Browne went on to serve 
us an assistant coach in the CFL. 

Halls ofFamc arc nothing new tn Browne. He was inducted into tl1e East Livcrpoo! Ha!l ofFamc in 1993 and 
he Wl!ll later inducted into the Canadian Football Hall of Fame. 
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Fred Bruney (Athlete 1940s) 
Fm! Brunq {Martins Fcny High Schoo!, Class of 1949). An honored football p!aycr 

at three levels - high school, college and pm, he etched his name in Purple Rider lore 
as a senior when he kd the 1948 team to a 9-D-1 reconl. Ferry was ranked No. 3 in the 
Ohio one-class poll behind No. I Massillon (8-1) and No. 2 Cantun McKinley (9-!). The 
lone tie was a scoreless struggle wi!h unheaten Triadelphia (9-0-1) played before 10,%1 
at Fcrry Stndium. 

After the mid-season tie with the Triads, Bruney led Ferry to wins over Bellaire. ]3-0; 
F...!St Liverpool, 13-7; Steubennlle, 20-0; Limly, 35-0: and Mansfield, 6-0. Brnncy hftcd 
the Riders past East Liverpool with a second half comeback; !cd Ferry past Steubenville, 
fo!!owing II scoreless first half. with a TD run and TD pass; and scored the game's only 
min a 6-0 win over state-ranked Mansfield. Ferry had scl'Cn shntoub and allowed only 
19 points. 

The four-year football player, who also played baskclbaU and ran track, eamt-d AH-Ohio h(l!IOrs from International 
News Service us wdl as AII-OVAC and All-Eastern Ohio recognition. The triple.threat player led tlie Riders in rush
ing and scoring witl1 97 points pins six m pasSLss ll!ld also led the team in pass intcrceptions and kick returns. 

lie went on to Ohio State University where the two-way back had l 7 pass intcrcepli()l)S - second on the 
Buckeye charts, including three in ouc game. He was a first team All-Big Ten C()l)forcnce choice and played in the 
Ea,t-Wcst Shrine Game. 

Bruney was the 35th overall draft pick, in the tliird roll!ld, by the Cleveland Bro11-m in 1953 and played six 
years in the NFL with the San Francisco 49ers, Pittsburgh Stcders aml J.os Angeles Rams. From 1960-62. he 
played in the upstan AFL witl1 the Boston Patriots and twice earned AFL AU-Star status. He ended with 15 pro 
pa.s intcn:eptions. 

lie then ser,ed 35 years as 1111 NFL assistant coach wH!t the l'hiladdphia F.ngks, Atlanta Falcons, Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, New York Giants and Indianapolis Colts. 'Wlicn he retired in 1997. he had 1he longest knnre as a player 
and coach in pro foatball. 

Bruney was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Co-Man of the Year in !98! along with OVAC Hall ofFamer 
Tom Keane and was intluctcd into the City or Martins Ferry !foll of Fame in 2009. 

Don Sutherin (Athlete 1950s) 
D1Jn S11thcriil (T11ronto High School, Class of 1954). A three-sport, 12-!cttcr winner for 

the Red Knights, he earned Al!-Ohio, All-OVAC, A!I-Va!lcy and All-Eastern Ohio football 
honors ns a senior when he scored 19 ofToronto·s 24 m~ aw.I accounted for 74 of the Red 
Knights" 95 first downs in a 5-4 record season. 

The 185-pound twu-way buck-kick rctumer-puntcr--kickcr scored 129 points and 
accounted for 2,355 yards for an average of 250 yards a game. He rushed for 1,D22 
yards and passed for B33 yards. On defense, he returned two of four pass interceptions _ 
for scores, 

He also kd the Red Knights to a 16-2 regular season basketball record, the second best 
mark in school history nt 1hat time. '-'--~---' 

He earned a football schu!a_rshlp to Ohio State University nnd lettered all three varsity 
seasons as a two-way buck-kick retumcr-kkkcr-puntcr on two Big Ten Conference l!t!c 
teams. As a senior, on a 9-1 record team, he kicked the winning 34-yanl-fidd which decided n 10-7 Rose Bowl 
victory 01·er Oregon. 

Drafted in the eighth round by the New York Giants, he starte,l a 13-ycar pro career as a defensive baL·k
placekickcr. Uc played two seasons in the NFL with lhc Gianb and Pittsburgh Steelers and played l 1 years in 
the Canadian Football League with Hamilton, Ottawa and Tnronto. 

A perennial CFL All-Star, he playt-d in eight Grey Cup title games in 10 years and was on four dmmpionobip 
tcamo. When he retired, he was the all-time scoring leader in the CFL and held 18 CFL records. He a!so served 
ns a CFL scout and assistant coach from 1981-91. 

In I Q92, he was inducted into the CFL Hall of Fame. lie also is inducted into the Toronto High School and 
Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Halls of Fame. lie resides in llartvi!lc, Ohio, where he taught nt Lake High 
School and served as football coach before retiring in 1997 

Joe Niekro (Athlete 1960s) 
J<1e l\'iel.r<1 (Britlgcport lligh Schoo!, Class of 1%2). TI1e y_ounger half of the mos1 

successful brothers _pitching tandem in Major League Baseball history, Joe car,,-cd his pro 
rnche after distinguishing himself on the mound at the prep nnd collcglate levels. 

Nickro pocketed 221 Major League wins as he am! older bro1her Phil teamed for 53Q 
victories, still the professional high water mark. 

His a!h!ctie feats took root at Bridgeport !ligh, where he was more tll:lll just a pitching 
standont. Nickro, ln addition to his baseball accolades, wns an all-OVAC basketball player at 
the Khkwood-based school. Nickro W'llS a major player in tl1e Bulldogs capturing !hr~ straight 
Class AA baseball scctioml and district titles, the largest class in Ohio at that time. 

Ile closed ou1 his prep career in stellar fashion, tossing a 110,hittcr against Martins Ferry 
in the sectional semifinals, He wa.~ honored as an al!-Eastcrn Ohio baseball selection. 
Basehall had no OVAC AU-Star team at that time. 

following his successful Bridgeport tcnnre, the Blaine resident matrica!atcd to \Ve.st Liberty State College 
where played both baseball nnd basketball for the llil!toppern. Nickro helped pitch the Gold & Black ofkgend
ary Coach George Kova!ick to the 1964 NA!A national htle. 

Ills! collegfotc fctes helped propel Niekro to a 22-year Major League career. lie pitched for seven tcams dur
ing his career, with ! I scnsons as n member of the llm1ston Astros. lie won 21 games for the Astros in 1979 
and followed that wi!h 20 more victories in 1980. 

During the 1979 campai;,'ll, he made the National Lcagne All-Star (earn, leading the ocniorcircuit in wins aml 
shutouts (5). Ile won the Sporting News Pitcher of the Year Award and was runner-up to Bruce Sutter in the Cy 
Young voting. Nickro pitched in one World Series, that coming in !9S7 with the Minnesota Twins. Joe hit one 
major league home nm, tliat coming olfbrother Phil in 1976. 

Nickro died Oct. 26, 2006 after suffering a brain aneurysm, but his legacy li\"es on through Tim Joe Nlckro 
Foundation created by his only danghtcr, Nntalic. TI1e fouudation's proceeds arc donated to Ynrious hospitals in 
au effort to expand aneurysm treatment and research. 

Mike Wright (Athlete 1970s) 
Mllw IH-ight (Wellsville High School, Class of 1976)._ Regarded a.~ one of the most vcr

sall!c alhlc1cs inn tradition-rich school, Wnght etched !us name in tltc Tigers' football arid 
haskcthall record books. 

Wright starred at quartciback for three years and also was a four-ycnr starter at point gua.nl 
for Coo,h Bobby Dawson ·s hoop jnggernant. 

Tiie 6 ft. 3, l 85-po_und dual-threat quarterback guideLI the up-river Tigers to their best three
year run in school gnd hh,tmy, comr.1!mg a spark]ing 24-6 card, highlighted by a school-best 
9-! ledger in his jumor year. Wellmllc went 8-2 m Wright's senior ycnr, with both blemishes 
by a sin~le point Wright was a two-time a\1-0VAC first-team honoree while also garnering 
all-District honorn. Jle was one of the \'lllley·s most prolific griddcra, nccumu!ating ];!.18 vmds 
in total offense aod 15 TDs. • L::!!.:::::"'-::::c::.J 

Wright was even more impn:ssive on the hardwood 
As a mere frosh, he played ar1 mtegrJ! role 1n the Tigcrs winning 18 of 23 games, 1;ood for Class AA sectional and 

district championships. As a sophomore Wright, cnmhining cratlincss with nthlcticism, spmklcd in a 21-1 season, 
which saw the Tigen; gain the No. I ranking in tltc Ul'l poll. Wellsville followed that with an OVAC Class AA cham
pionship in Wrighfs.illllior cnmpaign. The Tigers went !9-2 and again claimed the top spot in the UPI poll. 

That set the table !or n senior basketball season like no other in Wellsville boys' hoofi history. 

to~~f!:'ri:1;~~~ st~/~'i::~: s:: 2~:a: ~~:i~ ~~s!n~Ji:~ JVA~ gj~~::~o~th\: 
efforts, Wright ll'll8 named Eastern District "Player of The Year'' while garnering sccond-temn al!-Ohio honorn from 
lhc Associated l'ress and third-team all-state plauLlils frum UPI. The two-time all,OVAC pick wa:1 named captain of 
the all-Valley team his final ycnr, in which he averaged 15.l points per game. 

Wri!;bt accepted a football grant-in-aid to Bowling G~n State University. Wright landed the starting quarterlmck 
joh_his Jllllior year, passing for more than 1,800 yards. lie followed that with more than I, !OO pas;ing yanh as a senior 
wln!e earning n!!-Mid American Confcn:ncc honors. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Melissa Hammond (Athlete 1980s) 

Mdi:a# H-,,d (ShllJydJe High School ClaJ.S of 1989). ThJJ fonna Lady 
T[f!LTWIII II WIDOOlil in thn:c sports dwing bcr pn:p c=, but it WU basketball when, 
roe "1iJcl the lnghtr:sl.. 

llmnroontl w;u a four-;;= letterwinner for tlJ: Lady Ti&m u,bo went onlo • 
four•yc,2r = at W~ Liberty Swte Colki:e, dchin~ her nwnc Into mwJf)' at both 
school:'l, 

At Sla:Jyri:Je. Jlammoo,J was a prolific ahoo!cr en rouie to bcr sdlookcronl 1,.516 
[IOIDl:I. Sbc ~ 112 three-point go!W. Jlc:r46 points, as ajirior, during in II game 
agaim1 ~ North is~ Iopa in school history. 

Dlri:Jg bcr junior iClliOfl. Hwmnood bea.m,:j~ tbc: =n! fomale in Ohio Vnlley Jmtory ta a\=~ at lt::ut 
30 pointJ a~ 11 30.2. She wu more than n ~. ~·er. u we •=P 9.1 tm:JllllW., 6.2 ~ 5.0 
~ and drilled 67 thrre-poin goals. 

JU n~, llmunooJa\ttaged28.I polnlsapne nnJ wa.stwnCI.I 1111-0hio Divia:ioo IVStatc Pia),:roft!J: 
Yearby UPI. Shcaho D\=gal 9.5 reboum, B.l !IWsts, 6.5 ~ M:XJl48 pcru::at rnXII lh:l Ooor, 80.1 pm:mt 
at the fine and 58 perten1 from threc--point ~ 

Hammooo waa lWIJCd ICCIJ!ld..tc.un 1111-0hio by Toe:~ fuu twlu, and was 8clectcd to the Ohio 
North-SoiAh All-Star Garre. 5bc was captain oftbc: wl-OVAC team twkc. 

lfmnln::iod al5o doubled na II rotu:oll player ID) thrower for tbc bd:. ~ 
Shee:uned fouriettm In wllball nnd thJtt more Ill trtl She- m1.all-OVAC rim tc;r,m liclectioo Ihm: times 

in wflbcill and oocc: 11!11111-0hiona. 
In Intl, r.bc wu an all-Eatcm District ?-'£former Ill tbe mot put and di=. 
At~ Lihefty, Hammood 11,11.111 four-ycm: ~ooll r.b11cr. Shr ICO!'Cd 2,J 50 points Oum 1990-93, whkh Ii 

wll lhe We:$1 LJh,:tty record and thJrtl.t:.w Ill WVIAC lmtixy. liamnnld. WOO also ltafrell lo l:IJf\lmll at WLSC, 
wu tbe llCCmd female athkte lo be inducted lo the West Ubmy SpofU Hall of Fwne. 

Joanna Bernabei (Athlete 1990,J 
J•rut11 8tn14kl (Wc!rton M&lonna High 51:hooL Cl.,.u of 1993). Thlt former 

Lr.dy B!uc Doo WIii! ooc of the ~ rroUfic and =lfub bz&ctbnII playcrll fru:n the 
Ohio Volley. 

Bmiabct helped to .«Jue the Latly H!ue Doia tn tJn-ee straight mte lolITTWJJl1lt apr,ea:r= am,~ ber &mior_ietiOO of 1992, MWllllla brought borne the ICbool's ICCOOd 
~ cha:mpioo.wp with a brillumt 24-2 recrrd. 

Durinil that 19')2 ~gn, BcmiJ:,ci ~ t 7.5 rolflu. ~u ~ Je">-en o.uu.t, 
and five itcw per game while ~ the: UJOO-polnt mnrk. All told, W finwJcJ bi:r 
prrp cw:,;,r wilh 1,00.? jlOlllll and~ lh:in .500 cnrecr !li5tffi. 

Aflcr bcr ~ 1SCMOO, Bemabd wm named ct1pt4in of the West \'lrg!n!t, C1au AAII
Stlltc 1i:am mid capt.II in oflhc O\'AC Class A-AA W~ Yuµria team when baskthtll wm; 
a fall qlOfL She a{$o cm:ipeted in boili lhe OVAC rmJ Nonh•Soo1h ll]J-mr gzime:i.. An toki, 
Bcmabci Wlll • tltte-tlme alktater. She - a 9CCOl1d team choke u n ~ and a fllit team ,election u 
ajunlo,: 

\\lhik ~I WD whm: Bcrmbd lllWe bcr mrl, die uiso accllcd for Madonna !n 11-ack aixl ficlJ M wdl 
as~ earning ktlcn in =:h sport. ln 1993, Bcmabci brooii;ht two gold medals honr from the West Vuyn.ia 
rui1c tnd: meet. Shew.JI a pnrt oftbe wimmg 4x200-mdcr n:iay u wdl !Ii the wming ihuttJc mnllc rcby. She 
ran a leg oo the mte rumer-llJl 4\ I 00--melc:r rc1ay team Durin~ lhe ! 99.? tennis ~ Bmlabei wa a f<lt1 of an 
0\/AC-.....-!ml!:qj; doublcl tc:z1n1 ln ~. 

lkmah::i complctcd bi:r <legn:c Ill 1997 from West LibcJ1y State Colkgc.. Durmg !Er c= wi!b the utly 
HIii~ W !:C:On:rl l .J 17 JlOUIDI and flnlwrl w-lth I, l 07 ll!ililil5, v.-hicb i'l the NC AA Dhioon II n-conl During 
her =or~ Bcmibci wa:, I\JllOeU WVJAC Play,::r of lhe Ycm- HIid DlvlsiC!II II AU-Anrrknn nflcr bdpln~ ID 
kad WLSC to a NCAA Toumumcnt appc;u;llllCC. She was named fi™ ITTm all-conf=r= in tbe WVIAC all tour 
Y= !JOO WUJ ioouctcrl to the W~ Llbcrty Athlctic Hall offame in 200:!. 

Bcm:ibd eotcrcd lhe =hing mih at W.:R V~ Wcdcym. She wm tlErc for a yes- aad 1w also wodcd at 
E"..<lstem Kcn!ui:ty, West Virglni,. antl the Unl~=ity ofMa1y\.antl ,,,Ii=: 1he won a natiooaJ chmuplomblp ring ris 

Jeff Sweitzer (Athlete 1980,J 
Jeff S,-'f!lr,.u {Brooke High Schoo~ Ch1.<11 of 1987), Thi, fon:ncr Bruin wu ooce 

d=ribed by hh bi~ school coach, Paul "Bud" Billiard, a, the best player he ever 
c=hoi 

lie·, dcliuitcly one oftbe =t decoratro Bruirui to come from the storied program 
when it was the Ohio Valky kingpin. 

Swcit.LcT hdped I~ the Bmin'l to bad-to-back uppe=s in the West Vugiola 
ita~ championship &tiJllC as II qll4rtcJb3clr; durin~ bis junior and scnJor i.en.wn..1. He 
wrui II four-year mainsay for the pro~ JJ)COding time ILi a run.ning ixM:k, dcf=
!.lve lw:k zm.d llik returner before duflin& to quarterback. 

k a senior, when the Bruiru finishctl 11-2 11J the: atau: nmner•up. Swdtzer ~tan 
Ohio Valley record fur total ~ge with 3,399, He alw accourncd for J6 touch
downs. Ofhl, yardage tolll1. he had 2.,103 ~ 674 rushl:ag and 512 on lick ret\lm!. 

After that =lor =n, Swciucr, who p[so ~b1ned io 00.Scball for the Bruins, repeated oo the first team 
all-Ila!!: aqua.I and Wlt'i oarru:d the c:iptain of the offensh·c unit He WIIJ also runner-up for the Kennedy 
Awud tlult 6ellSO!l, lie wiis twice named afl-0\'AC nnd all-Valley lltld was the Gatorade Stall: Pliiyi:r oflm: 
Year. He was also listed in the USA Today u Wett Virginia Plsyer of1be Year and an honom!lc mention 
to the papcT's All-American Tum. 

Swc!tn:r theo accqrted a &ebol:inhip to the Uoivcnity of Akron. A, wa.s the cm.e at Brooke, Sweitzer 
bcgan WI II kick returner II.lid runnine bad before: becootlng the quartc:roock fur bb final two IIC:3SOilJ. 

In two yun, Sweitu::r paued for 2,744 which II 10th on Akron'• career llitlng. lie passed for 1,.599 
yanh u a jtmior, 

Kyle Rose (Athlete 1990,J 
LJU S- (lti\'l:l" High School, C"mss of 1990). Thi, tlne-$(X)rt Pilol lllhk1e wat a lllidn 

Oil IIOO off the fielJ tlurinll hil lour yon ill Hwnil:ul, =niog four lcttcn; ill bo2acbill to go a1oog 
l'.ith IM:c lctt= each in \\'lmling and foolbaJl 

Bascl:tiJ1 wa., where llme made Im pre,c-nce fdt Ii.- the Pilots. lie w;n a fuur-yrar IJiWlby 
tit Ull:h:r ml In the m:.wt of the Pilot!' rotting onlcr. He bittal J66111 a liabman, .473 as 
a~ .500u njunior !Ed .5J6111 a ICIIJOl'aJ mute lo two 0\/AC Pill;'Cf oftllll YCll( 
8Wllffi1.As D sophomore..~ ba.Jan QlKWe ~of.69~ mJ be Wlll 40-of.42 lfflllin4 
ba!e:!. Thal mmt is mil nn Ohio Valley Sllllld.vd All tob.l, be hlt 13 heme rum and dan't' 76 
rum, but~ 11 games 11:'1 n 1:1.'llior afu-1 a bout wilh ltl<XIO 

Aflefhu~~bcwutwncdn11t-ka.n;tll-Obio,all-Easkni[)Alrict,nll-OVAC 
md dl-Vailcy. He pbyal 111 both the Omo 1111d OVAC all-sta:r prra. 

In foolroll Rose played tailbad;_ for the Pilots -1 racked up all IO£U ofyanlagc 1111d a blst ofh:n'n As • r;enior, be 
wu !irn tmn Dll--Ea:ffln District, dl-0\/AC 1111d ;tlJ..\hlley nflcrrusblnG for 800ymls and ICaing cighl ~ 
For his c:iu=, Role anmKd \,53.? yanJa: and 14 tcu:bdowm in thm:: = lie was also a dcknm·o llanu with 
183 tobl. lad;lo, m aacb, four irrtcrccptioo!IIOO """= ftmib!crcco\'Crie:5. 

His wn:st1ing = dii.ln't begin llDlil he wa.1 a~. but hi, pid:eJ it up qtti:i.Jy. A,~ sop:!, he llnlsbed 15-12, 
but tll1JeJ It on 111 • pin wd wait 27-8. He Wali fourth at the OVAC Wn:stling TOIJllllDEOI 111d ahm=I to th!, Ohio 
Dwrict TO\miUnall He fully frn1'00 in hls gr.1pphnll ca:recr a. a M:llior. P~i: n 36-3 n:cQd. ll.oie lllhin:ed to the 
OVAC fllllW bcfcn: fall in~ He th::n won the aectimal and distrkt titk3 at 152 (Ul1d'I lo qualify ID thi, lllle l<nnl
ment where~ ,Jvmce,t lo the floalt !ll'od ,ettJaJ for the lil\'CJ mabL He fllli5!x:d ...,;th a 711-23 n:cmL 

While 1mins piaJ!)' llfoptloo:, l00.11 ~ bi:ii !lthletic c:an:cr at the collcgia!c b,:1, RDIC accepted a~ 
ship lo M= Colk.tc in Ga:.;;ill to play tuscbiJL Playing in ~'Cf)' gmne llS D l'remmnn, Kyle batted .194 md wm 
COOK'll ;u conkrnice ficlJnan of the Y="· lfow1:vcr. his arccr nnd lifo wd:rwc:nt a crucl twist oo Dec. 12, 1991 when 
he W3! involved in a car accid:nt. Rose -=-il'l'U, but ~ cooftllctl to a wbecldiair ma piirapl.:g!c. After iipc:n,ing IU 
moolru in !l!lU oul ofwrgcri;:i and th=pie5, RnlC went bad: to IChool nt Ohio Unl\'mlty ~ foctwo )'CIWJ aid 
Ihm, in 1994, cnrolkd ~ West Liberty Stile Co~ wh= he lau:r emnl Im degree ln ~ edu,;:::&ijon ill ma!l:l
enmtiu. ln 1998., Rose w~ hired lt hit pn::p nlma rnat,;:r ma math ~ha. He's aha sino; etrnal hil l!laita"'s ,hrec 
from Ma1ygrm~ Co~. II~ hllooia,p dii.ln't ~ from ilayio,11 inrnll'cd ill~ 111 hewu oamcd h:MI bucbai.l 
coach offill 111m, miter in 1998 00 be held tbe ~ IIIIlil 20(!7_ He kd !he Pilots to the 0\'AC title ill 2003. 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Hall of Fame Committee is seeking 

nominations for future consideration 
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame. 

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC 'Family', 

OVAC 'Contributor', Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes). 

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information 

and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, 

c/o the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH 43906. 

Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments 

(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but all college/professional information is also requested. 

The ninth annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled 
on Saturday, August 18, 2012 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, WVa. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2004 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the 
late Samuel A. Mnmley), Evelyn Kovallck 
(accepting for the late George Kovalick), 
Gladys Vnu Horne (accepting for the late Bill 
Van Horoe), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late 
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting 
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha 
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese. 
Second row,Jim Murray (accepting for the late 
A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, 
Bill Mazeroski, Dr. AI Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Homyak and Rayna 
Williams (accepting for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2005 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Matt Mmnley (accepting for 
the late Rudy Mumley),Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late 
George Strnger), Bob Burton and John 
'Corley' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kay Zltzeisberger (accepting for the late 
Wnlter Hell), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the 
late Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting for 
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood 
and Terry Snively. ThJrd row, John 'Fuzzy' 
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVACHall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Holl of Fame Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent
ing Cal Glflln), Ron Mauck, Mike D'Ionocente 
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard 'Lefty' 
Holl, Paul 'Bud' Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Galo, Phil Nlekro, John Magistro (represent
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry 
Wilson. Thlrd row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Members of the OVAC Holl of Fame Class of 
2007 or their representatives Include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway, 
Earl Klevlns, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner; 
second row, Dael Cnrplco (representlng Joe 
Fortunato), Rosolle McSwaln (representing 
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert 
'Bo' McConnuughy and Brenda Cattnne 
Ballog (representing Gene Cottane); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown, 
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2008 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Rob and Chip Redmond 
(accepting for the late Bob Redmond), Dong 
Huff (accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart), 
BUI Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell 
(accepting for the lute Bob Kettlewell); second 
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom 
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowsk:i, Bill 
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick; 
back row, Joseph Pettlni (accepting for Joe 
Pettini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie 
Daller. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2009 or their representut1ves Include, front 
row left to right, Richard ''Dick" Edge, 
Dr. Vince Manseau, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford, 
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paolisso; second row, 
Harold ''Doc" Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken 
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobko), Tim 
Anderson and Mark Thompson; thlrd row, 
Marty Coyne, M.ike Dawson, Charlie Keenan, 
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2010 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2010 or their representa
tives Include, front row left to right, 
Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean 
Davies (representing BIil Davies), John 
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, 
Tom Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), 
John "Strenkytt Haloszka, Dave Bruney 
(representing Fred Bruney), Henry 
Josefczyk, Don Sutherin, Larry Duck; 
third row, Phil Nlekro (representing Joe 
Nlekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright, 
Melissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer. 

TheOVAC 
Hall of Fame Committee 

congratulates Bob Robinson 
as the Denny Magruder Distinguished 

Service Award recipient for 2011. 

Since our inception in 2004, Bob has financially 
supported the Hall of Fame and allowed us 

to honor 141 Ohio Valley greats in eight years. 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lou 'The Toe' 
Groza 

Clarke 
Hinkle 

Calvin 
Jones 

Legends ofOVAC member.schools honors those grea/aihleteswho played or coached /nihe Ohio Vq/[ey 
prior to thefofmation of/he conference in 1943 or who played or coached after /hat date but before 

• their school became a member,of /he conference. 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923) 
One of only threc13"1etter winners in football, basketball, baseball nnd track nt Wheeling High, he was an all-state football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game 

as a freshman. He become a three-sport, nine-letter standout nt W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to earn his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jump_Jihot und fMt break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combined 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teams were 35&,138,~with five state titles in seven trips to the fina]s. Tbe 1938 and 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other stnte titles were won in 1936, 1940 
and 1943. The '40 and '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkmn:n also coached footbaJI for 14 years - six at Benwood Union o.nd eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of 
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state )Aayoff em: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. The '34 team was 
unbeaten but twice tied. 

He also was a top-flight football official for several years and active in stutc coaches and officials' organizations. 
Brinkman enrlier was elected to four Huns of Fume - West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School.Class of 1952) 
A record-setting basketbaJl scoring machioe in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, nntional magazines and 

major newspapers. Two books were written on his career. 
The 6-9, 190-pouoder played only one seasoo ll1 Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from Irondrue. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games 

with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up 
Steubenville and handed W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed Wellsville coach NeY.1 Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per 
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 465 points and scored 113 vs. HillsdaJe College. The schedule included wins over Wake 
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and gwnes in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hull of Fllrn!rs left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the Eastern and ABL pro leagues befon: 
retiring in 1 %2. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza. (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setting JHOfessional football placekicker, but he was much more. 
Jn high school, he was a three-sport stnndoot and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He wns center, and the stnte tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 state Class A title. He also was n tackle on the 10-0-1 record 194 I football team which claimed an Ohio co-championship after a 14--14 tie with 
Toledo Libbey in a post-sellSOn challenge game. Gruz.a, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played football ns a freshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-yeur career with the Oeveland Browns which ended in 1%7. 
When he retired, he was pro football's nll-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yruds. He had 

conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Oroz.a Award is given onnua.11y to college football's top placekicker. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, as well ru kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, W1d played on four AU-American Conference title teams. 
The Pro Football und Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hull of Farner had his jersey No, 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Mllrtins Ferry. 

Clark£ Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926) 
This versatile early era football player left such on impression on his ulmn mater that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor. 
1be 5-11, 195-pound athlete also left nn enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hull of Fame class, and in the National Football 

League, He Willi inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hull of Fame. He's also a member of the Hulls of Fame for College Football and the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East-West Game 
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer stnr was one of the most versatile players in the National Footbnll League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and 
was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tnckJing. 

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time AU-Pro. He Willi on the NFL AU-Time 1\vo-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totals now rank sixth in Packer histocy. He scored 379 career points 
and averaged 40.8 yurds punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red standout was a hlgb school basketbull rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best known for f ootbull. 
At Big Red, be helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 2&-1 record and Ohio Class A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

team its only two losses, 
In football, the AU-Ohio linemun selected the University of Iowa over Ohio State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-Americn 

teruns at guard, including a record 15 in 1954. As team cnptain, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman and became ooe of only two 
consensus All-America picks nt Iowa, where he played both offense and defense. 

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the first Iowa Hull of Fame class and is a member of the 
All-Tune Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only two nt the school. 

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Illustrated, 
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Bernie 
AUen 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2006 

Russ 
Craft 

Carl 
Hamill 

Bernie 
Mehen 

Jule 
Rivlin 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1957) 
A IO-letter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was a quarterback-placekicker for the S-2 record 1956 footba11 terun; a regular basketball player on team which upset 

unbenteo Steubenville in the sectionaJ tournament: nnd an all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Brueball Grune und wns on winning Ohio football 
team in annua1 Ohio-West Vtrginfa All-Star Grune. 

At Purdue University, he earned six letters us footbaJI quarterback and baseball shortstop nnd wns team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball 
Allen earned Natkmal Football Buck of Week honors from The Associated Press nnd Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio Suue. He wos Purdue'1, Outstnntling 

Senior Athlete for 1960.til. 
Allen signed a pro basebaJI contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Thins, After spending one year in the minor leagues at Chrufoue, N.C., he went on to a 12-year major 

league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees and MontreaJ Expos. In 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Tom Tresh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors, He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962. In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fnme game in Cooperstown, N.Y. 

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he beaune the fifth inductee into the Pun:lue Hall nnd was a charter inductee into the Enst Liverpool Hall of 
Fame. He'5 also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan nnd Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fnme. 

Russ Craft (Wellsbw-g High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a thm!-sport perfooner io football, basketball nnd baseball for the Orange Knights nnd eruned All-Valley and AJI-Stnte honors as a senior footbaJl back. 
Crnfi played football, baseball nnd ran track at the University of Alabama, where he was a two-way back regular in football and earned second terun All-Southen.'ltern 

Conference honors. 
Dmftcd in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League. he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner nnd was selected to the 

All-Time Eagles' Team. He played on Eagles' teams whlch won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947. He was named to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and 
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four puss interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point lucks 
in 1952 gnme nnd returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950. 

Cruft is crectited as the fi.r.rt player in the NFL to wear the new hnrd plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two seasons as a player-assistant coach with the 
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' presentntion of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD return, 
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Cmzylegs) Hirsch of the Rnms. 

Craft is inducted into the W. Vu. Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School,Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-SJX)rt standout at Llnsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player, he also scored 

nn unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a rare total in the center jump, low-scoring em. 
From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football teams scheduled top-notch programs from three stntes and went H)6-.J5•13 including a 111-10 

mark vs. Mountnin State teams. He coached six unbeaten teruns and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the first-ever WVSSAC largest class state playoff ti lie and the school narrowly missed a state title trifectn. Later that school year, he coached the 1950 baseball team 
to its second state one-class cro\.\11 (the other was in 194-5). llte 1949-50 basketball terun lost a 38•37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to 
win the championship. He was selected West Vrrginia "Coach of the Year" for high school and coUege all sports. 

In basketball, he guided Weir to u 370.127 record and six state tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942. 
Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio 

Valley Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan couching award is named for him nnd he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a 
downto'NJJ. mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor. 

Bernie M ehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team all-state basketball three straight years, he led the Wtldcats to W. Vu. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including n 24--0 

record in 1938. 
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach E•,erett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 cnreer 

games with many coming during the center jump. low scoring era, 
He later earned All-Americu and All-Southeast.em Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Confe~nce 

championship. After serving in World War Il, where he W11S wounded, he played proressionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps. 
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (friadelphia High School, Class of 1935) 
He wns nn all-state ba<iketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track 

meet where he won three gold medals. He timed 102 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit. 
At Marshall C.ollege, he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cum Henderson and earned Little All•America honors 

while setting n school season scoring reconl with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marsh.oil basketball team to two 
Mid America Conference titles. 

He pl.:iyed professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947, he was the Most Vnlunble Player in the World Tournament in Chicilgo which featured the nation's best pro teruru including the Harlem Globetrotters. 
He was a 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Frune nnd ls a member of four other halls of fame, including W. Vn. Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
priarto the fo,:mation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

• their school became a member of the conference. • 

Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938) 
He wru; n fin;t team All-W.Va. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 

finals. As a junior, he helped the Ironmen to a state tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 23-2. 
At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captnined the 1942 team which won the National Invitntion Tournament championship in New York's 

Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, nnd Western 
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finnJs. The team's only 6-footer WllS the team's lending rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record. 

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the armed services, Barie served as interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J,, where his teams won more than 300 games. 

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hn11 of Fame class nnd is n W. Va. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School, Class of 1931) 
The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds' career and earned AH-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the 

first college All-America player from Be1lnire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America 
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other mnjor selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a IO-foot pictoria1 
banner above the front entrance to the City Building. 

In the second National Footba11 League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basmk. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was 
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Carney (Wintersville High School, Class of I 952) 
A JO-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing gnme 

in three sensons for Coach Bob Mcfarren. Wintersville, however, didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Carney accepted a scholurship to Ohio University. 
As a sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military 

service. 
After returning, he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA 

220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard chrunpion set a conference record which lllSted 21 years. He also won 
the conference 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records. 

Curney was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
meets. He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Garnes and won a silver mednl at 200 meters. 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals, 
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livia Berutti of ItnJy, who set an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds. Carney's time of 20.6 
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Garnes won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Vnlley and All-West Virgmia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for 

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pitt, he Wll.'I selected team captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and earned All-America honors in 1934 nfter coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national champions. The three-year letterman played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record. 

He also played in the Ea<.t-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's GeraJd Ford, a future U.S. president. 
Hartwig became a national hem when he was pictorially fentured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He conched Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school's only All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931) 
He earned 10 letters in three sports - football, basketball and baseball - and was an All~Eastern Ohio and AU-Valley football end under Coach Fred 

Thomas. He led the 1930 football tenm to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament 
After spending a year at Ki ski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6--foot, 186-pounder became a three~year starter at Stanford Univen;ity and played on the fumed 

"Vow Boys" team - so named for vowing not to lose to Southern California during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise nnd defeat
ed USC three times nnd compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip, 
a two-way end and plncekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the EllSt-West Shrine Game. 

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgem in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member of the All-Tlille Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). 
He was n two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history. 
The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and no Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 

after the 9-0-J record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. 
The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Ra yen, Alliance, Murtins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula nod Wellsville and 

tied Sandusky, 13-13. 
Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue University ond 

the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced ull season. 
Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell aJso was a member of the winning North team in the nnnuaJ Ohio North-South game. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939). 
He was a two-span Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which 

advanced to the Ohio stnte basketball tournament in the largest Class A division. 
The 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals. 

In 1939, under coach Stnn Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar
terfinals. 

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and 
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for 
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn State League. He then competed, ns a fmt baseman and outfielder, 
in Fargo.ND., and Charleston, W.Va., before seniing from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa., before being 
caJlcd up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis CardinaJs for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

GeorJ!e 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). 
A legendary early era four-span Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing reconls while playing for 31-3 record teams against top lri-stnte 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a 

junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored I% points in nine games - both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades. 
His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two-way football player and kicker, he aJso excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s. 
He plnyed one college season for Western Resenie before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Volley Dapper Dan Holl of Fame. 
Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 195 I . 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1937). 
He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended a 

school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union. 
He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring 

record of 1,596 points set by nationaJ HnJl of Farner Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
Inst two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season. 

In 1941, the small college AJI-American becrune the first stnte basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
in a national All-Stnr game in Chicago. 

An Alderson•Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the waJls of the school gymnasium, he wru; selected to the all-time West Vll'ginia Conference team. 
After college, the 6-foot•2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears. 

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941). 
The Bellaire native was a six-sport Cudet lettennan in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and 

received n football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago. 
A 6-foot-4, 20B-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and ployed seven seasons in the Nationnl Football League -

the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi
onship game. 

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games. 
His seven-year, 81-grune NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdo\lm.S. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached.in the Ohio Valley 
'prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before • 

• • their school became a member of the conference. . 

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School. Class of 1938) 
He wus a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio Stnte University. 
As a senior in high school, be led Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring nn unbeaten season. 

1be 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport. 
The 6-foot-1, 19()-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points 

n game. 
In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa., Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort 

at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 years. 
A quarterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio Stnte and was a three-year letterman and two-way regular as a running back-linebacker on teams 

which finished 6-2 nnd Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football. 

Fred Negus (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1940) 
He was a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball nnd earned All-Valley honors as a junior center and senior full

back while serving as team captain in two sports. 
After a yeur in prep school, he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record 

team ranked No. 3 in the nation, After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he enrned All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and 
also lettered in track. After a yenr in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines' football team, he was drafted by the NFL's Cleveland 
Rams, but opted to return to the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, he played three seasons in Chicngo in the All-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicngo Bears. 
In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis. 

Charley Seabright (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937) 
He was a three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Virginia one-class honors in football 

and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior, he led the Ironmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During that run, the Ironmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling. 

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball. 
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batted 300 as a Jeft~handed baseball first baseman and played guard 
in basketball. 

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was 
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame. 

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Anny. After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of 
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team 
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the I 970s on an All-Ttme Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Big Reds' athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams 

which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1. 
He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections. 
Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the 

Steelers before turning to coaching - first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming 
Eagles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns' staff and became the Browns' head coach from 1971-74. After leaving 
Cleveland, he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004. 

Moffat Storer (The Linsly School, Clnss of I 939) 
He was a three-SJX)rt Cadet standout in football, basketball nnd track where he set the longest-lasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash. 
An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9~2 records as a sophomore nnd junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the 

1939 Intelligencer Tri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV 
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 1972. 

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. It was 
played in Durham, N .C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif., because of World War II in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils' track team and 
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays. 

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after graduation, served in the armed forces. 
He lived in Chattnnooga, Tenn., for sevemJ years, and is deceased. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Floyd Baker - The gradunte of Wiuenberg University left his boys" basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45. 
He put Bridgeport High on the roundball map during a golden era from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5, 27-4 und 23-3, 

nil by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state toumnment berths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinaJs in 1936 o:ncl 
1938, a team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56. 

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Feny, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the 
Ohio st.ate tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad. 

He struted the Purple Riders' golden era in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles, six by Baker-coached teams. 
His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hull of 

Farner Lou Oroza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1), led by Hall of 
Farner Alex Oroz.a, won the first OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21. 

Baker's 14-ycar Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournrunent berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A championship. He 
left Ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind. 

Carl Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel, a famous wrestling family known 
throughout Ohio, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the 1ast 
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third, he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as 
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion. 

Hoppel, who nJso played football at Beaver, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record und three state champi
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 "Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers." 

For to straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 state placers including six champions 
- three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High. 

Carl Hoppel, a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric. 

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became 
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-class, first team all-state basketball honors three times, The 6-foot-5 center was honored as all-state 
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three years [lJld also claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was a 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC 
Legends charter selection. The Wildcats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter. 

As a senior, Meben scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more th[lJl 1 .300 
points, a high totnl for that era. 

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He 
then played fi\'e years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA em, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin. 

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School. Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red lellennan in football, basketball, baseball and track, he was the 
''T' qllllrterback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten, untied and unscored-upon [lJld nlso featured OVAC Legend George (Puck) 
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback. 

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament. 
At West Virginia State, Robinson captained three teams in three sports, won 12 varsity letters, and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team. 
He became n legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes 

at Cass Tech and Pershing High School. 
In 1970, he became the first block to become head basketball coach at a major university - Illinois State - where he coached Olympian and NBA player 

Doug Collins. After five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' staff as a scout. 
He's also n member of severaJ Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, Illinois State, Michig[lJl Sports HnJI, and Upper Ohio Vnlley Dapper Dans. He died, at 

age 96, in 2008. 

Jack Simons (New Cumberland High School,Class of 1920). He has beld the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years. In 1919, 
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year, four-sport (football, basketball, baseball, track) perfonner at the school 
which Willi merged, along with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberl!I.Ild athlete, in 1919, to earn first 
tenm all-state football honors. 

At West Vtrginia University, he was a four-year starter (1920-23) at halfback and fullback as well us linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team, 
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team !I.Ild is n member of the 1919-29 nil-time WVU decode team. 

In 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director and started the football program at old SL 
Francis High School in 1931 [lJld coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hull of Fame and the W. 
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died, at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency. 
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Embarks on 69th Year 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing, 
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman 
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference's first 
president. 

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more lucra
tive program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley. 

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the 
United States. A total of 48 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 17,000 athletes 
in the various competitive athletic areas. 

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of 
all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship, 
scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference. 

Current OVAC Member Schools 
Paden City 
Bishop Donahue 
Weirton Madonna 
St. John Central 
Conotton Valley 
Beallsville 
Bridgeport 
Valley 
Trinity Christian 
Toronto 
Cameron 
Shadyside 
Frontier 
Linsly 
Wellsville 
Morgantown Trinity 

Steubenville Catholic Central 
Caldwell 
River 
Shenandoah 
Wheeling Central Catholic 
Monroe Central 
Buckeye Trail 
Fort Frye 
Barnesville 
Magnolia 
Bellaire 
Tyler Consolidated 
Union Local 
Martins Ferry 
St. Clairsville 
Meadowbrook 
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Oak Glen 
Harrison Central 
Indian Creek 
Steubenville 
Weir 
Edison 
East Liverpool 
Buckeye Local 
Beaver Local 
Cambridge 
Parkersburg South 
Brooke 
John Marshall 
Wheeling Park 
Morgantown 
University 
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