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The Ohio Va11ey Athletic Conference Hall of Fame Selection Committee. 
Front row, left to right, Bob Rossell, Doug Huff, Seth Stuskey, Robert "Bubba" Kapral and Jeff Harrison. 

Back row, Don Zinni, Tom Rntniczak, Kelly Rine, Dick Wolf and Tom Tisher. Inset, Ron Mauck. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Committee 

Jeff Harrlson .................................... Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 

Doug Huff ........................................ Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Robert "Bubba" Kapral ................ Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 

Ron Mauck .................................. Ron Mauck/OVAC Wrestling Championship Director 

Thomas E. Rataiczak ........................................................ OVAC Executive Secretary 

Kelly Rine ...................................... ............ Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 

Bob Rossell .......................... Chairman Dapper Dan Awards, Weir High Wall of Fame 

Seth Staskey ...................................... Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 

Tom Tisher ............................................................ Athletic Director, River High School 

Dick Wolf ...................... East Liverpool City Schools Board Member, OVAC Supporter 

Don Zinni. ..................................................... Commissioner of OVAC Football Officials 
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2010-2011 10VAC 
Executive Board 

Tiu, Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Executive Board for 2010-2011. Front row kft to right, Jeff Crosier, Ohio Board Member; 
Walt Skaggs, Ohio Board Member; Jerry Narcisi, Ohio Board Member; Dan Angalich, Vice•President; Dan Doyle, President; 
Dianna Vargo, Past President; Bernie Dolan, West Virginia Board Member; and Corey Murphy, West Virginia Board Member. 
Second row, Thomas E. Raiaicwk,Executive Secretary; Bob Koch, Class AA Representative; Doug Tush, Class A Representative; 
Ed Cihi, Class AAA Representative; Kelly Rine, Class AAA Representative; and Rick Leach, Class AAAA Representative. 
Third row, Steve Wojcik, Baseball Commissioner; John Howell, Basketball Commissioner; Ron White, Assistant Basketball 
Commissioner; Don Zinni, Football Commissioner; Tom Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; and Peggy Bannan, Volleyball 
Commissioner. 
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2010 Martins Ferr, Purple Rider 
OVIC Hall of Fame Inductees 

• CoachMo~lBaker 
ligend U940-I945) -~= 

Congratulations Inductees from 
Your Purple Rider Booster Club 

Officers and Members 
President: Larry Deaton Vice President Fred Beck Secretary: John Holmes Treasurer: Don Cline 

Trustees 
John Ap~egarth Glenn Giffin Warren Hood Bruce Maguire Georgi Riser 

Meetings every Wednesday at 8:00 PM 
Booster Meeting Hall 
804 Broadway Street 
P.O. Box 395 
Martins Ferry, OH 43935 
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Congratulations, Bulldogs 
on your induction to the 
OVAC Hall of Fame!!!!! 

Floyd Baker - Legends of OVAC 
• Golden Era of Basketball in Ohio Valley 
• Bulldog record - II 8 - 56 
• Three straight 20 - 0 seasons 

Frank Baxter - OVAC Contributor 
• BHS Class of 1949 
• BHS Athletic Director - 47 years 
• Basketball Coach 62 - 80 
• Received the Carl Hamill Award from the Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan Club in 2003 
• Court in the John J. Havlicek Gymnasium name the 

Frank Baxter Court 

Joe Niekro - Athlete 
• Class of 1962 
• Position: Pitcher, Knuckleball 
• Throws Right 
• Bats Right 
• MLB Debut April 16, 1967 
• Fmal Game: April 29, 1988 as a Minnesota Twin 
• 221 Career Victories 

,· f : j 15 a c a.' s a j . 

Bridgeport High School 
Athletic Department 
"Home of the Bulldogs" 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
KYLE ROSE 

ON YOUR INDUCTION 
INTO THE 

OVAC HALL OF FAME 

WE'RE PROUD OF YOU 
LOVE, 

MOM&BOB 
CASEY & JEN 
ERICA & ROD 
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Congratulations to Henry Josefczyk, 
Yorkville High School Class of 1956, on his induction 

into the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame 

Officers 
President ........................................ Thomas J. Magnone, Sr. '46 
Vice President.. .............................................. Albert Gaudio '50 
Treasurer ....................................................... Joseph Talarico '51 
Secretary .................................... Clara (Mancino) McKnight '54 

Armand Fior '45 
Thomas J. Magnone Sr '46 
Eleanor (Rungo) Outward '46 
Jennie (Mancino) Dematte '48 
Doreen (Ayoub) Goalie '49 
Sara (Caputo) Gaudio '50 
Albert Gaudio '50 
Philip Pata '50 
Marge (Vmci) Talarico '51 
Joseph Talarico '51 
Joey Gaudio '52 
Honey (Ayoub) Gaudio '53 
Charles Galownia '54 
Bernie Hesske '54 
John Konstantinos '54 
Clara (Mancino) McKnight '54 

·a: I u42:xssa 'I 22 

Committee Members 
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Frances (Bell) Pearl '55 
Barbara (Ayoub) Chincheck '56 
Thomas Alessi '57 
Milan Pilney '57 
Rebecca (Djubek) Vitchner '58 
Vincent Talarico '59 
Jodee (Fletcher) Vostatek '60 
Geraldine (Petras) Hesske '60 
Sandra (Valenti) Talarico '60 
Marge (Kontogiarmis) Koren '61 
Ray MacAlister '62 
Dana (Hughes) Alessi '65 
Darleene Lecocq '67 
Thomas J. Magnone Jr. '69 
Hope Ann (Mayhugh) Magnone '71 
Tiffany (Nameth) Runewicz '72 
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Congratulations 
Joe Niekro 

On your posthumous induction into the 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Your family is so very proud of you and all of 
your accomplishments! 

We love and miss you every minute of 
each and every day! 

You are forever a hero in our hearts! 

JA CIE' KOCHAM 

The Niekro and Dillmore families 
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Congratulations to John 11Streaky" Haloszka 

.on being inducted into the .OVAC Hall of Fame 

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!!! 
To the Ohio Valley you are "Streaky'' 

the colorful and dedicated official. .. 

"Who wore the stripes proudly" 

... but to us you are Husband, Dad, Pap 

and Great Pap Streaky. 

~ «!J/oa l!TMetJe1t 

«!Jlru~ 6)/fj,, Audrey 

w~ <@~, 
Janis and Bo, Terry, Molly and Jeff 

«!Jlru~ fP'Wfftddu/dmn/, 
Jason, Justin, Josh, Jade, Jazzy, 

Alexandra, Alysha, Cayla and Cameron 

w~ fP'reaL fP'~v 
Isaac, Jacob, Levi, Ellie, Sophie, Kadi, Logan, Christian and Sara 
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ittriwnuille~1.Euterprine & JmERSONIAN 

WILLIAM J. 
''BILL'' DAVIES 

for his induction 
into the OVAC 
Hall of Fame. 
Class of 2010 

-:Jl!EBYl!SVIILE-

VILL4GE REPORTER 
THE NEW CONCORD 

LEADER 
9 
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"Knuckling Up for Aneurysm Research" 

OUR MISSION The Joe Niekro Foundation is 

committed to aiding In the research and treatment of 

aneurysm patients and families. Our goal is to raise 

awareness about aneurysm factors, causes, treat

ments and research. All funds are used to support 

aneurysm research studies, to educate the public 

about brain aneurysms 

and to develop aware-

ness programs and 

educational materials for hospitals, clinics and 

other institutions worldwide. 

WHY The Joe Niekro Foundation was estab

lished In 2007 in honor of the founder's father, Joe 

Niekro, who lost his life from a sudden cerebral 

brain aneurysm on October 27, 2006. The aston

ishing lack of public awareness and under-support 

of research of such a widespread and often fatal 

1-~---- condition led to the launch of a crusade 

I to educate and encourage awareness 

I about aneurysms. 

THE JOE NIEKRO FOUNDATION 

PO Box 2876, SCOTTSDALE AZ 8S252 

WWW.JOENIEKROFOUNDATION.ORG 

1 in 15 people will suffer a brain aneurysm 

In Memory of Our Hero 
JOENIEKRO 

November 7, 1944 - October 27, 2006 
"We love you Dad", Natalie and Lance 
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Congratulations 

Don Sutherin 

on your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

From Cas Adulewicz 
& the 1957 National Champion 

Ohio State Buckeyes 
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Congratulations 

Kyle Rose 

On Being Inducted Into 
The OVAC Hall of Fame 

From 
The Students, Teachers, 
Staff and Administration 

of River High School 

13 



Congratulations 

Jeff Sweitzer 
Brooke High School-Akron University 

OVAC Hall of Fame - Class of 2010 

Well Deserved 
You Made Us All Proud 

Best Wishes & Love, 
Bud & Carol Billiard & Family 

Photographs of this year's OVAC 
Hall of Fame Induction 

available through: 

--- Briggs Professional Photography I ljr TelepMoe, ~4'>) e=s,1 
Fax: (740) 633-1311 
email: evertbriggs@yahoo.com 

706 N. Zane Hwy., Martins Ferry, OH 43935 -----

tE,vert 'Briggs Owner-Photographer 

14 

Sports Action and Activity Photographs 

visit 

printroom.com/pro/briggsphoto 



Congratulations! 

Coach Kyle Rose 
for being inducted into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

From 
The River High School 

Baseball Team 

Congratulations 

Less Browne 
East Liverpool Class of 1979 

ELHS is proud of you! 

15 
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Congratulations 

Joanna Bernabei 
on your OVAC Hall of Fame induction 

Joanna Bernabei 

We are so proud of you and we love you. 
From 

J.J., Sue, Anthony, Audra and Abby 

111111111111111111111 
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13ak.er-~ 13axter
~iek.r-o 

The Bridgeport High 
School Boosters 

congratulate Frank Baxter and the families of 
Floyd Baker and Joe Niekro for their OVAC Hall 

of Fame induction and for outstanding 
contributions to the rich history of Bulldog sports! 

Frank Baxter 
• BBS Class of '49 
• BBS Athletic Director 

for 47 years. 
• Head boys basketball 

coach - 1962 - 1980 
• 269 - 128 record. 
• 4 timeOVAC 

Champs 
• 14 sectional titles 
• 2 district crowns 
• 1 regional championship 
• 1969 Ohio Class A runner-up 
• OVAC Coach of the Year - 1966 

Floyd Baker 
Legendary basketball coach who put the 
Bulldogs on the map during the Golden 
Era from 1934 - 1940 with three straight 

20 - 0 seasons. His seven year Bulldog 
record was 118 • 56. 

Joe Niekro 
• BHS Class of '62 
• Specialized in 

throwing the 
knnckleball 

• Chicago Cubs 
67-69 

• San Diego Padres 
1969 

• Detroit Tigers 70 - 72 
• Atlanta Braves 73 - 74 
• Houston Astros 75 - 85 
• New York Yankees 85 - 87 
• Minnesota Twins 87 - 88 

• First recipient of the OVAC "Coach of the 
Year'' in 1969 

• All-Star selection 1979 
• World Series champion 1987 

• Eastern District "Athletic Director of the 
Year" - 1988 

• 1979 NL TSN Pitcher of the Year 

Bridgeport Athletic Boosters 
President - Jeff Frey Secretary - Eric Miller 
Vice President - Frank Pritchett Treasurer - Bill Pahl 
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We are proud that the OVAC is honoring 
Bill Davies, veteran sports writer and journalist, 

as the Hall of Fame media ,inductee for 2010. 

OVAC Hall of Fame Journalists Bill Davies, Bill VanHome and Cal Pokas 

We are pleased he joins hls mentors, friends and 
fellow journalists in the OVAC Hall of Fame. 

We are also happy he has been recognized along 
with Bamesville's other Hall of Fame honorees. 

The Family of Bill Davies 4,t 
18 



Proudly 
• recognizes 

Joe Niekro 
on his induction 

to the OVAC Hall of Fame 
and salutes 

Phil Niekro 
2006 Inductee 

19 



Kyle Riose 

Congratulations on your selection 
into the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

Hall of Fame 

Your were admired as an athlete and a student 
and are respected as a coach and a teacher. 

The River High! School 
Athletic Depai:tment 
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W;/fiow,_ I 

Bill Dovies 

Spo~ t $; w~;t e1-

serving as both editor and 
sports writer for the 
Barnesville Enterprise, , , · • 
he covered weste ~, • ~~.,.:_ 
Belmont County • ' ~ 
athletics -
for 53 

. lhtr1iruuillr8E11trq1rlllr 
• --i 

He also wrote for the Times Leader 
and the Daily Jeffersonian. 

Member of the 

Ohio Prep Sports Writers Hall of Fame 
Recipient of the 

Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame Media Award 
and the District 12 
Basketball Coaches Association 
Distinguished Service Award 

Spon.so,-ed by 
the Barnesville Boosters Club 

on.d the 

Barnes.v, le High School Athletic Department 
l 

.a~ 
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Congratulations 

John Stephenson Rick DeLuca 
Bill Davies Kyle Rose 

Carl Hoppel 

John Stephenson Bill Davies Carl Hoppel 

RickDeLuca Kyle Rose 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches' Association 
salutes and thanks you for your contributions to wrestling 

in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

23 
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Floyd Baker 
Coach 

Joe Niekro 
Class of 1962 

Frank Baxter 
Class of 1949 

The Bridgeport High School 
Alumni Association 

24 
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John Stephenson 

Congratulations 
John Stephenson 

on your induction 
into the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

Hall of Fame - Class of 2010 

From your friends, 

Ron Mauck, Bill Hinegardner; Dan Doyle, 
Dick Edge and Jeff Stolz 

111111111111111111111 
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Jeff Sweitzer 
2010 OVAC Hall of Fame 

Jeff Sweitzer 

Congratulations Jeff on an oustanding career. 
Thanks for the exciting times and fond memories. 

We are proud of you. 
Best Wishes, 

Brooke Football Boosters 

26 
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The Steubenville Big Red 
Athletic Boosters 

Salute 

Chuck Watt Will Robinson 
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee OVAC 'Legend' Honoree 

. .r----~, 

Roll Red Roll! 

111111111111111111111 
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Congratulations 

Jeff Sweitzer 

Rob Robinson 

From the Brooke High School 
Athletic Department 

BROOKE HIGH SCHOOL 
ATHLETIC DEPAF;ITMENT 

Bruin Drive 
Wellsburg, WV 26070 

(304) 527-4763 
Fax: (304) 527-4763 

Assistant Athletic Director 
David L. Cucarese 
Athletic Director· 

Elaine Marcum 
Secretary 

111111111111111111111 
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Many Thanks 
to 

Denny Magruder 
and the staff at WesBanco Arena 

WesBanco 

for their continued support 
of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

From 
The Ohio Valley Wrestling 

Coaches Association 

* WesBanco Arena is the home of the Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling Tournament* 

111111111111111111111 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2010 

RickDeLuca 
Rick DeLuca (Warren Consolidated High School, Cl11Ss of 1970). Probably the only question regarding DeLuca is in 

what aspect of the OVAC hasn't he made a significant contribution. Whether it's the arduous task of compiling the 
conference stllndings, serving on various committees, developing new ventures, coaching and even reporting the events 
through the media, DeLuca has done it nil. 

He's the one who puts together the weekly slllndings in n majority of spons in the OVAC, including football, voUeyball, 
boys' and girls' basketball and baseball. 

It was Deluca who fonnulated the OVAC basketball playoffs, serving as the director of that event, and who also 
combined with OVAC Executive Secretary Tom Rntaicza.k to establish the OVAC Museum - a historical look at the 
conference, its schools and nthletes throughout the years - which is housed in WesBanco Arena in Wheeling. 

Deluca nlso serves on the OVAC Volleyball Committee, the OVAC Baseball Committee, the OVAC Boosters 
Committee and the OVAC Scholll.TShip Committee. 

He also offers - through his Deluca Realty business venture - a yearly OVAC Volleyball Scholll.TShip. Rick DeLuca 
Deluca, who also coached the high school baseball teams at Bridgeport for three years and Buckeye Local for one year, 

is a veteran of the Ohio Valley media, working for more than 40 years ns a part-time sportswriter at The Times Leader. He wns a three-time finalist for 
Ohio Sportswriter of the Year by the National Sportswriter and Sportscasters Association nnd received four awards from the Ohio Prep Sportswriters 
Association. He also wrote some urticles for USA Today in its early years nnd has had several oon-sports articles published in various regional and national 
publications. 

Frank Baxter 
Fronk Ba.rt,r (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1949). When you think of Bridgeport High School, this is surely one 

of the names that comes to mind. After all, Baxter was part of the Bridgeport school system for more than 60 yell.TS as a 
student, nthlete, teacher, coach and administrator. 

As an athlete, he was an all-OVAC honoree in football as a center-linebacker and in basketball where he averaged 25 
points per game as a senior. After a stint in the armed services during the Korean Wm, he enroiled at West Liberty State 
College where he played football and ran track llDd received a bachelor's degree, later receiving his master's from the 
Univen;ity of Dayton. 

After teuching ll11d coaching at Barnesville High School for one season, he returned to his alma mater and began an 
incredible 47-yeur run as Bridgeport's athletic director - believed to be the longest tenure in OVAC history - retiring in 
2004. 

From 1962 to 1980, he also doubled as the Bulldogs' head boys' basketball coach, guiding the team to a solid 269-128 
Frank Baxter record. His teurns won four OVAC championships (1963, '66, '72 and '74); 14 sectional titles; two district crowns and one 

regional championship. Bridgeport posted an llllbeaten regular season in 1966, ending with a final 23-1 record and the UPI 
Class A 5tn1e poll championship; nnd finished as the 1969 Ohio OassA runner-up with a 25-2 record at a time when there were only two classes in the state. 

Baxter was named the Ohio Oass A ''Coach of the Year" in 1966 nnd became the first recipient of the OVA C's all-sports "Coach of the Year" award in 
1%9. He was also selected Eastern Ohio and Eastern District "Conch of the Year" on several occasions. 

In 1988, Baxter wns the Eastern District "Athletic Director of the Year" and he was inducted into the Ohio Athletic Administrators Hall of Fame in 1994. 
He has also been recognized by the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association, the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame through the OHSAA 
in 1988 and with the Earl Haberfield Coaches Award ut the OVAC Basketball Classic in 1987. 

Baxter received the Carl HUJI}ill Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club in 2003 and when the new Bridgeport High School was 
constructed, the floor at the John J. Havlicek Gymnasium was named Frank Baxter Court. 

Bill Davies 
William J. "Bill" Davks (Barnesville High School, Class of 1944). A "gentle giant" who wore many hats during his 

lifetime, it would be easy to lube) Davies as "Mr. Barnesville" to many inside and outside the western Belmont County 
community, but it was in the media where he made perhaps his greatest impact. 

After enlisting in the Navy during World Wnr Il and serving with the Navy Seabees in Okinawu, he attended Miami 
(Ohio) University and completed his education at The Ohio State Univen;ity where he graduated from the OSU School of 
Journalism in 1950. 

A true "old school" reporter who could recall many names and events at the drop of a hat, his lifelong career was spent 
right in his backyard at The Barnesville Enterprise until his retirement in 1994, serving several years ns editor-publisher 
while also covering Shamrock sporting events religiously. 

Not on1y did he report on Barnesville athletics for The Enterprise, but he also was 11 valuable conttibutor to the sports 
departments at The Times Leader in Martins Ferry and The Daily Jeffersonian in Cambridge. 

Among the sports-related awards Davies received were a Distinguished Service Award from the Barnesville wrestling 
program in 1991; the Disttict 12 Basketball Coaches Association Distinguished Service Award in 1996; the Ohio Buseba11 Bill Davies 
Hall of Fame Media Award in 1997; and induction into the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association Hall of Fame in 1998. 

He also was inducted into the Barnesville Area Education Foundation Hall of Fame in 1998; was named Barnesville Citizen of the Year in 1994; 
received o Founders Award from the Ohio Association of Community Colleges; and graces the top of the Heritage Tree at Belmont Technical College. 

Davies was a vur,;Jty letterman in football and basketball in high school, and was a member of the gold medal-winning basketball team In the 1945 
Pacific Olympics. He was 11 registered basketball official for 20 years and served as Ohio Stadium bench security and as an usher at Buckeye football 
gwnes from 1958 until the year of his death in 2003. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2010 

,John Stephenson 
John Steph,nson (Waynesburg High School, Class of 1%9). Regarded as the "Father of Cadiz Wrestling", Stephenson 

assumed the role of head mat coach in the second year of the sport a.t the school. 
His first tenm had just 12 wrestlers on the squad und finished 5-5-2, but by the next year the team had increased to 34 

members nnd the program was off nnd running. 
What followed during the next 14 year.; until Stephenson stepped down after the 1988 season was that Cadiz wrestling 

became highly-respected throughout the state of Ohio and was a perennial Ohio Valley Athletic Conference powerhouse. 
Stephenson-coached Cardinal squads won 12 OVAC Class AA dual meet titles, 12 OVAC Class AA tournament titles 

and the overall OVAC mat championship in 1981. His teams also won eight sectional championships and seven district 
titles with numerous top 10 state tourn!I.Dlent finishes, highlighted by the 1987 team which captured the Ohio Class A State 
Wrestling Championship. That feat earned Stephenson the Ohio Clll.SS A "Coach of the Year'' selection, 

Under bis tutelage. Cadiz produced 29 state place finishers including two stnte cbmnpions 11nd countless OVAC 
Tournament chrunpions. Stephenson's dual meet record with the Cnnlinals was an impressive 142-18-2. John Stephenson 

For his m11ny contributions to the sport of wrestling, including serving for many yenrs on the OVAC Wrestling 
Committee and 115 director of several sectional and district tournrunents, Stephenson was honored with the OVAC's prestigious "'Mr, Milt Award" in 1993. 
Harrison Central Inter recognized the long-time coach with the mun.ing of school's multipurpose building 115 The John W. Stephenson Center. 

Stephenson received his degree in Industrial Arts and Physical Education from Fairmont State College, where he was an NAIAAll-American wrestler. 
After stepping down as wrestling couch, Stephenson served as assistnnt principal at Cadiz High Schoo] and then was promoted to principal at Harrison 
Central when the district reorganized in 1999 and he maintained that PQSition until 2001. He has also served as principal at Harrison Hopedale Elementruy, 
Harrison Lakeland Elementruy and has been Buildings and Grounds Supervisor for the district. 

Charles 'Chuck' Watt 
Charus "Chuck" Watt (Steubenville High School, Class of 1945). A mainstay of Big Red athletics, Coach Watt made 

his murk both as bead basketball and baseball coach. 
In basketball, Watt 11Ssisted.Ang Vaccaro before taking over in I %7 and beginning n 23-year stint llS head conch. During 

thnt time, he compiled a stellar record of 350-149, a winning percentage of 70.1. 
Big Red won eight OVAC chumpionships under Watt (1971, '75, '78, '79, '80, '81, '86 and '90) and he was named the 

District 5 Basketball Coaches Association "Coach of the Year" in each of those seasons while being named OVAC "'Coach 
of the Year" in both 1971 and 1990. His teams won 12 sectional titles, including seven straight from 1983 through 1990; 
and captured four district championships (I 970, '71, '85 and '90). 

He Wll.S inducted into the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Frune in 1994 and into the District 
5 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Frune. 

Watt also succeeded Vaccaro as the school's head baseball coach, serving in that role from 1965-75 and compiling a 
Chuck Watt 192-87-4 murk. His Big Red teanas won two OVAC championships (1968 nad 1973); three sectional titles (1968, '72 

and '75) and one district crown (1972). 
He also coached the Steubenville American Legion Post 33 team for many years. After serving as an ll.Ssistant to Vaccaro from 1957-82 before 

becoming the manager in 1983 and posting a 367-104 record, including state championships in 1984 and 1989. 
Watt's coaching career actually began in his senior season at Steubenville College when he took over at mid-season and guided a team that started out 

3-5 to a 14-8 record to earn recognition as the ''Most Improved Team in the Country" as determined by the Dick Dunkel National Roting System. 

,John 'Streaky' Halos;.ka 
John "Streaky'' Haloszka (McKinley Vocational School, Clll.Ss of 1943). A dedicated ·and colorful individual who was 

easily recognizable by his nickname, Haloszkn spent 40 years as an official in the Ohio Valley, working high school games 
in football, basketball, softball, baseball and track. 

He also officiated in the Wheeling Outdoor Basketball Lengue which featured such players as Ohio State University 
greats John Havlicek and Jerry Lucas and West VUWnia University legends Jerry West and Rod Hundley. He also worked 
many years in the St. Vincent's Tournrunent and the Sistersville Independent Tournament - both widely-recognized for 
attracting top collegiate players from throughout the tri-state area. 

He worked a host of West Vuginia Secondary School Activities Commission (SSAC) tournament grunes at the sectional, 
regional and state ]evels and also officia.ted in the West Vrrginia Catholic State Tournament. 

Among the honors Hnloszka received were an SSAC Service Award at the state basketball tournament in 1975; an SSAC 
Meritorious Award for 30 yean; of officiating football and basketball in 1984; a Meritorious Award for outstanding 
service to high school athletics from the Ohio High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) in 1985; recognition from the John Haloszka 
Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials for his many years of service in 1986; honorary lifetime memberships to the Ohio 
Valley Board of Football Officials in 1988 and the Ohio Valley Board of Basketball Officials in 1990. 

He was nlso honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club for outstanding achievements and contributions to high school sports in the area in 
1989 and recognized as an honorary official at the 31st annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity AU-Star Football Oassic in 2002. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2010 

Fred Bruney 
Fred Bruney (Martins Feny High School, Class of 1949). An honored football player at three levels - high school, 

college ond pro, he etched his name in Purple Rider lore as a senior when he led the 1948 team to a 9-0-1 record. Ferry wru. 
ranked No. 3 in the Ohio one-class pnll behind No. I Massillon (8-1) and No. 2 Canton McKinley (9-1). The lone tie was 
a scoreless struggle with unbeaten Triadelphia (9-0-1) played before 10,961 at Ferry Stadium. 

After the mid-season tie with the Triads, Bruney led Ferry to wins over Bellaire, 33-0; East Liverpool, 13-7; Steubenville, 
20-0; Lin.sly, 35-0; and Mansfield, 6-0. Bruney lifted the Riders past East Liverpool with a second half comeback; led Feny 
past Steubenville, following a scoreless first half, with a TD run and TD pass; nnd scored the gwne's only 1D in a 6-0 win 
over state-ranked Mansfield. Ferry had seven shutouts and ullowed only 19 points. 

'The four-year football player, who also played basketba11 and ran track, earned AU-Ohio honors from International News 
Service as well as All-0VAC nnd All-Eastern Ohio recognition. The triple-threat player led the Riders in rushing and 
scoring with 97 points plus six TD passes and ulso led the team in pass interceptions and kick returns. 

He went on to Ohio Stnte University where the two-way back had 17 pass interceptions - second on the Buckeye charts, 
including three in one game. He wns a first team All-Big Ten Conference choice and played in the East-West Shrine Game. Fred Bruney 

Bruney wns the 35th overall draft pick. in the third round, by the Oevelnnd Browns in 1953 and played six years in the NFL with the San Francisco 49ers, 
Pittsburgh Steelem and Los Angeles Rams. From 1960-62, he played in the upstnrt A.FL with the Boston Patriots and twice earned A.FL All-Star status. He 
ended with 15 pro pass interceptions. 

He then served 35 years us an NFL ussistant coach with the Philadelphia Eagles, Atlanta Falcons, Tampa Bay Buccaneers, New York Giants and 
Indianapolis Colts. When he retired in 1997, he had the longest tenure as a player and coach in pro football. 

Bruney was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Co-Mllll of the Year in 1981 along with 0VAC Hall of Farner Tom Keane and was inducted into the City 
of Martins Feny Hall of Fame in 2009. 

Henry Josefczyk 

Henry,Tosefczyk 
Henry "Hank" Josefczyk (Yorkville High School, Onss of 1956). After five decades, he holds the Ohio Valley record 

for basketball scoring average for a senior. The 6-foot-6 center scored l !]97 points in 26 games for a 422 per game nonn. 
He averaged 17 5 per game with 728 points as a junior and his four-year total of 2,001 points ranks in the Top 15 in Ohio 
Valley history. 

An I !-letter winner - four each in basketball and baseball and three in football - be led the Ductillites to a 22-4 team 
record as a senior.1bey won the Jefferson County title for the second straight year plus the Ohio Oass B section and district 
crowns including a win over an unbeaten Strasburg team before losing to Chngrin Falls, 62-fiO, in the regional tournament. 

As 11 senior, he broke the Yorkville single grune scoring record set by 0VAC charter Hull of Farner Ken Alessi by netting 
76 points 11guinst Shadyside, a team he also scored 60 on in another gume. He had 62 uguinst Linsly and four SO-point games 
to average 45.1 points for regular season. 1be 76-point game is the third-highest in 0V history und came in the finnl regular 
season gwne, a 99-78 win. 

Josefczyk was selected first team All-Ohio, AII-OVAC and All-Eastern Ohio as well as Chuck Toylor All-America 
recognition by pl11ying in the annuul North-South All-America Game in Murray, Ky. He ulso played in the Ohio/W. Va. vs. 
Kentucky AII-Stnr games in Huntington, W.Va. and Ashland, Ky. 

He reportedly had some 200 college scholarship offers and the senior class president and salutatorian selected the University of Dayton. He was a three
year varsity letterman with the Ayers after playing on the freshman team. In his sophomore season, he was a reserve on the 254 record NIT runner-up team 
wWch lost in overtime to Xavier ufter beating Fordham and St. John's. At Dayton, he received the first John L. Mucbeth Scholar-Athlete Award in 1958. 

He gmdwued in 1960 in Electrical Engineering und received 11 master's degree from Case Institute of Technology. He returned to UD as an instructor for 
two years, teaching the school's first graduate digital computer courses. At the time, Dayton was one of only four colleges to offer computer courses. He then 
joined the business world, working for 12 years for Intel Corp. and has resided with his family in the Dayton area for ull of his cnreer except for 12 years in 
Woodside, Calif. 

Don Sutherin 
Don Sutherln (Toronto High School, Class of 1954). A three-sport, 12-letter winner for the Red Knights, he earned 

All-Ohio,All-OVAC,All-Vnlley and AU-Eastern Ohio football honors as a senior when he scored 19 of Toronto's 24 TDs 
and nccounted for 74 of the Red Knights' 95 first downs in a 54 record season. 

The 185-pound two-way back-kick returner-punter-kicker scored 129 points and uccounted for 2,355 yards for an 
average of 250 yards a game. He rushed for 1,022 yards and passed for 833 yards. On defense, he returned two of four 
pass interceptions for scores. 

He also led the Red Knights to a 16-2 regular season basketball recon:l, the second best mark in school history at that time. 
He earned a football scholarship to Ohio State Univemity and lettered nil three varsity seasons as a two-way back-kick 

returner-kicker-punter on two Big Ten Conference title teams. As a senior, on a 9-1 record team, he kicked the winning 
34-yard-field which decided a 10-7 Rose Bowl victory over Oregon. f,, -.__, 

Drafted in the eighth round by the New York Giants, he started a 13-year pro career as a defensive back-placekicker. He 1,:,f__.;:__~1.....,~.__ __ _] 

played two seasons in the NFL with the Giants and Pittsburgh Steelers and played 11 years in the Canadian Football Don Sutherin 
League with Hwnilton, Ottawa and Toronto. 

A perennial CFL All-Star, he played in eight Grey Cup title gumes in IO yearn and was: on four championship teams. When he retired, he was the 
nil-time scoring leader in the CFL and held 18 CFL records. He n1so served as n CFL scout and assistant coach from 1981-91 . 

In 1992, he was inducted into the CFL Hall of Fame. He also is inducted into the Toronto High School and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Halls of Fame. 
He resides in Hartville, Ohio, where he taught at Lake High School and served as: football coach before retiring in 1997. 
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OVAC® Hall of Fame 
Saturday, August 21, 201 O 

Welcome ........................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Invocation .............................. Rev. Dr. Stan Fedyszyn, Rock Hill Presbyterian Church 

Dinner .............................................................................................................. 5:30 p.m. 

Introductions .................................. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC ...................................... Floyd Baker, Carl Hoppel, Dick Mehen 
Will Robinson, Jack Simons 

Distinguished Service Award ............................................................ Denny Magruder 

201 O Hall of Fame Inductions 

OVAC 'Family' 
Rick Deluca ................................................................................................................... . 

OVAC 'Contributor' 
Frank Baxter ................................................................................................................... . 

Media 
Bill Davies .............................................................................. accepted by Jean Davies 

Coaches 
John Stephenson ........................................................................................................... . 

Chuck Watt .............................................................................. accepted by Tom Cusick 

Officials 
John Haloszka ............................................................................................................... . 
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Induction Ceremony 
WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W. Va. 

Athletes 
Fred Bruney .......................................................................... accepted by Dave Bruney 

Henry Josefczyk ............................................................................................................. . 

Don Sutherin ................................................................................................................ .. 

:..arry Duck ..................................................................................................................... . 

Joe Niekro ................................................................................ accepted by Phil Niekro 

_ess Browne ................................................................................................................... . 

111ike Wright. .................................................................................................................... . 

111elissa Hammond ........................................................................................................ .. 

Jeff Sweitzer ................................................................................................................... . 

Joanna Bernabei .......................................................................................................... .. 

<yle Rose ....................................................................................................................... . 

3enediction ............................ Rev. Dr. Stan Fedyszyn, Rock Hill Presbyterian Church 

fall of Fame Inductees or their representatlves will be available for autographs and photographs Immediately following the conclusion 
,1 tonight's ceremonies. Additional programs are available prior to and lmmedlately following tonight's Induction at a cost of $1 o each. 
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Larry Duck 
Larry Duck (Martins Feny High School, Class of 1962). Winning nod Larry Duck go hnnd-in-bnnd. 
The prep gridiron legend was one of the key pieces in the Purple Riders' amazing success in the late 1950s and early 

1960s. The punishing and powetful Duck was a three-year grid starter for Ferry. 
What is most remnrknble about his illustrious grid career was the fact that he never lost a game as the Purple Riders 

went 30--0. As a sophomore, Duck started at middle guard for the Ferrians, coached by Hayden Buckley. As a junior, he 
storted at both linebacker and fullback as rookie coach Bob Wion guided another 10-0 campaign. Duck's contributions 
did not go unnoticed as he was first-team a.11-OVAC and co-captain of the all-Valley team. Duck's senior year was even 
more amazing as Wion's charges rolled to yet unother 10-0 season. Duck hauled in a myriad of post-season honors. He 
was named cnptain of the nll-OVAC and all-Valley teams and earned first-team all-Ohio plaudits as a fullback. He was 
named to the Senior Scholastic All-American Team while also gaining a spot in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game in 
Canton, Moreover, he was numed UPI "Bock of the Year" ofter averaging 6.6 yards n carry, scoring 12 touchdowns and 
gaining 911 yards. 

The 6 ft., 220-pound Duck was no one-sport wonder, as he was a starter in basketball while also excelling in track. He Larry Duck 
putted the shot more than 50 feet and twirled the discus better than 150 feet, both prodigious distances in that era. 

Duck accepted a scholarship to WVU and subsequently led the Mountnineem' freshman terun in rushing. His stny in 
Morgantown was short-lived as he transferred to Memphis State University. The move worked out exceptionally well as Duck stnrted three yenrs at mid
dle guard. His teammates voted him MVP following his senior year. Duck was also chosen to piny in the prestigious Blue-Gray All-Star Game in Alabama. 

Duck's prolific play led him to being drafted by the Canadian Football League. He opted to remain at Memphis as a graduate assistant. He returned home 
and accepted n teaching position at Martins Ferry High in 1970. He spent the next 30 years nt his alma mater, teaching, conching and aJso serving a stint 
as athletic director. He guided the Ferry boys' basketball team to a 20-5 record and a district championship in 1982. He Inter coached the girls" team to 
much success. 

.Toe Niekro 
Joe Niekro (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1962). The yoongcr half of the most soccessful brothers pitching tnn

dem in Major League Baseball history, Joe carved his pro niche ufter distinguishing himself on the mound at the prep 
and collegiate levels. 

Niekro pocketed 221 Major League wins as he and older brother Phil teamed for 539 victories, still the professional 
high water murk. 

His athletic feats took root at Bridgeport High, where he was more than just n pitching standout. Niekro, in addition to 
his baseball accolades, was an nll-OVAC basketba11 pJuyer at the Kirkwood-based school. Niekro was II major player in 
the BuJldogs capturing three straight Class AA baseball sectional and district titles, the largest class in Ohio nt that time. 

He closed out his prep career in stellar fashion, tossing n no-hitter against Martins Ferry in the sectiona1 semifinals. He 
was honored ns an all-Eastern Ohio baseball selection, BasebaJI had no OVAC All-Star team at that time. 

Following his successful Bridgeport tenure, the Blaine resident nwtriculnted to West Liberty State College where 
Joe Niekro played both baseball and basketball for the Hilltoppers. Niekro helped pitch the Gold & Black oflegendmy Coach George 

KovaJick to the 1964 NAIA national title. 
His collegiate fetes helped propel Niekro ton 22-yenr Major League career. He pitched for seven teams during his career, with 11 seasons as a member 

of the Houston Asttos, He won 21 games for the Astros in 1979 and followed tJuu: with 20 more victories in 1980. 
During the 1979 campaign, he made the Nntioonl League All-Star terun, lending the senior circuit in wins and shutouts (5). He won the Sporting News 

Pitcher of the Year Award and was runner-up to Bruce Sutter in the Cy Young voting. Niekro pitched in one World Series, that coming in 1987 with the 
Minnesota Twins. Joe hit one major league home run, thnt coming off brother Phil in 1976. 

Niekro died Oct. 26, 2006 ofter suffering a brain aneurysm, but his legacy lives on through The Joe Niekro Foundation created by bis only daughter, 
Natalie. 'The foundation's proceeds are donated to various hospitnls in an effort to expand aneurysm treatment and research. 

Less Browne 
Less Brown~ (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1979). From Columbiana County, to Colorado, to Canada, Browne 

was an all-star football player at every stop. 
Browne was a three-sport standout at Enst LiveqMX)l, with football being his forte. 
His grid heroics are highlighted by eight kickoff or punt returns for touchdowns under the Jate Ted Maley. In his 

senior year at East Livelp(X)1, Browne rushed for 992 yards and scored 56 points in earning second-team all-Ohio honon;. 
Browne was also a standout basketball p]ayer and sprinter for the Potters while also owning the distinction of being his 

senior class president. He was chosen East Liverpool Review "Player of the Year'' in 1978. 
The versatile gridder wns recruited to Colorado State as a running back. He quickly and seamlessly nrode the transition 

to defensive back, starting in the Rams' secondary for three years. The 5 ft. 11, 170-pounder led Colorado State in 
interceptions in 1980. 

Following his stclllll' collegiate career, Browne signed as a free agent with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats in 1984 and he 
wasted no time making his presence felt north of the border. He earned all-Eastern and CFL all-star awards as a defen-
sive back in 1985 and 1986. Browne moved on to star for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers from 1989-91. Owing the latter L~ Browne 
two years, he estnblished CFLrecords for most interception return yards in a season with 273 and 267, respectively. After 
one year with the Ottnwa Rough Riders, one in which he again led the league in interception return yardage, Browne closed out his CFL career with the 
British Columbia Lions in 1994. The Lions captured the coveted Grey Cup that season. Browne set league records for most career interceptions (87) and 
mostregu]nr-season interception return yardage (I ,508). After his playing days, Browne went on to serve as an assistant coach in the CFL. 

Halls of Fame are nothing new to Browne. He was inducted into the East Liverpool Hall of Fame in 1993 and he was later inducted into the Canadian 
Football Hnll of Fame. 
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Mike Wright 
Mike Wright (Wellsville High School, Class of 1976). Regarded as one of the most versatile athletes in a tradition

rich school, Wright etched his name in the Tigers' football and basketball reconl books, 
Wright starred at quarterback for three years and aJso was a four-year stnrter at point guurd for Coach Bobby 

Dawson's hoop juggernaut. 
The 6 ft. 3, 185-pound dual-threat quarterback guided the up-river Tigers to their best three-year run in school grid 

history, compiling n sparkling 24-6 card, highlighted by a school-best 9-1 ledger in his junior year. Wellsville went 
8-2 in Wright's senior yeur, with both blemishes by a single point. Wright was a two-time all-OVAC first-team honoree 
while also garnering all-District honors. He was one of the valley's most prolific gridders, accumulating 1 ;l.l 8 ynrds in 
total offense and 15 TDs. 

Wright was even more impressive on the hardwood. 
AB a mere frosh, he played nn integral role in the Ttgers winning 18 of 23 games, good for Cluss AA sectional and Mike Wright 

district cbnmpionships. As a sophomore Wright, combining craftiness with athleticism, sparkled in a 21-1 season, 
which saw the Tigers gain the No. 1 ranking in the UPI poll. Wellsville followed that with an OVAC Class AA 
championship in Wright's junior campaign. The Tigers went 19-2 and again claimed the top spot in the UPI poll. 

That set the table for a senior basketball season like no other in Wellsville boys' hoop history. 
Wright led Wellsville to its first-ever state tournament berth. The spotless Tigers fell to Dayton Roth in the state tourney semifinals. Tbe season also 

saw the Columbillila Countians pocket another OVAC Class AA crown. For his effons, Wright was named Eastern District "Player of The Year" while 
garnering second.team all-Ohio honors from The Associated Press and third-team all-stnte plaudits from UPI. The two-time all-OVAC pick was named 
captain of the all-Valley team his final year, in which he averaged 15.1 points per game. 

Wright accepted a football grant-in-aid to Bowling Green State University. Wright landed the starting quarterback job his junior year, passing for more 
than 1,800 yards. He followed that with more than 1,100 passing yards us a senior while earning all-Mid American Conference honors. 

Melissa Hammond 
MeUssa Hammond (Shadyside High School, Class of 1989). This former Lady Tiger was a standout in three sports 

during her prep career, but it was basketball where she shined the brightest. 
Hammond was a four-year Ietterwinner for the Lady Tigers who went onto o four-year curcer at West Liberty State 

College, etching her name into history at both schools. 
At Shadyside, Hammond wus a prolific shooter en route to her school-record 1,516 points. She drained 112 three-point 

goals. Her 46 points, as a junior, during in o game against Buckeye North is also tops in school history. 
During her junior season, Hammond became just the second female in Ohio Valley history to average at least 30 points 

a game at 302. She was more than a scorer, however, as she averaged 9.1 rebounds, 62 ussists, 5.0 steals and drilled 67 
three-point goals, 

As o senior, Hammond averaged 28.1 points a game and was named nll-Ohio Division IV State Player of the Year by 
Melissa Hammond UPI. She nlso averaged 95 rebounds, 8.1 assists, 65 steals, shot 48 percent from the floor, 80.1 percent at the line and 

58 percent from three-point range. 
Hammond was named second-team all-Ohio by The Associated Press twice and was selected to the Ohio North-South 

All-Star Game. She was captain of the nll-OVAC team twice. 
Hnmmond also doubled as a softball player and thrower for the track terun. 
She earned four letters in softball and three more in track. She was an all-OVAC first team selection three times in softball and once an all-Ohioan. 
In track, she was on all-Eastern District perfonner in the shot put and discus. 
At West Llbeny, Hammond was a four-year basketball starter. She scored 2,150 points from 1990-93, which is still the West Liberty record and third-best 

in WVIAC history. 
Hammond, who also starred in softball at WlSC, was the second femoJe athlete to be inducted to the West Liberty Sports Hall of Fame . 

. [elf Sweitzer 
Jeff Sweitzer (Brooke High School, Class of 1987). This fonner Bruin was once described by his high school coach, 

Paul "Bud" Billiard, as the best player he ever coached. 
He's definitely one of the most decorated Bruins to come from the storied program when it was the Ohio Valley 

kingpin. 
Sweitzer helped lead the Bruins to back-to-back appearances in the West Virginia state championship game as a 

quarterback during his junior and senior seasons. He was a four-year mainstay for the program, spending time as a 
running back, defensive back and kick returner before shifting to quarterback. 

As a senior, when the Bruins finished 11-2 as the state runner-up, Sweitzer set an Ohio Valley record for total yardage 
with 3,399. He also accounted for 36 touchdowns. Of his yardage total, he had 2,203 passing; 674 rushing and 522 on 
kick returns. 

After that senior season, Sweitzer, who also shined in baseball for the Bruins, repeated on the first team nil-state squad Jeff Sweitzer 
and was named the captain of the offensive unit. He was also runner-up for the Kennedy Award that season. He was 
twice named all-OVAC and all-Valley and was the Gatorade State Player of the Year. He was also listed in the USA 
Today as West Virgini11 Player of the Year and an honorable mention to the paper's All-American Team. 

Sweitzer then accepted a scholarship to the University of Akron. As was the case at Brooke, Sweitzer began as a kick returner and running back before 
becoming the quarterback for bis final two seasons. 

In two years, Sweitzer passed for 2,744 which is 10th on Akron's career listing. He passed for 1,599 yards as a junior. 
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.Toanna Bernabei 
Joanna Bernabei (Weirton Madonna High School, Class of 1993). lltis former Lady Blue Don was one of the most 

prolific and unselfish basketba11 players from the Ohio Valley. 
Bernabei helped to guide the Lady Blue Dons to three straight state tournament appearances and, during her senior 

season of 1992, Madonna brought home the school's second state championship with 11 brilliant 24-2 record. 
During that 1992 campaign, Bernabei averaged 17 5 points, six rebounds, seven assists and five steals per game while 

surpassing the l ,000..point mark. All told, she finished her prep career with 1,002 points and more than 500 career assists. 
After her senior senson, Bernabei was ruuned captain of the West Vuginia Class A All-State team and captain of the 

OVAC Class A-AA West Vuginia team when basketball was a foll sport. She nlso competed in both the OVAC and North
South all-stnr games. All told, Bemubei was a three-time all-stnter. She was a second team choice as a sophomore and a 
first team selection as a junior. 

While basketball wns where Bernabei made her murk, she also excelled for Madonna in track and field as well ns 
tennis, earning letters in each sport. Jo 1993, Bernabei brought two gold medaJs home from the West Virginia state track Joanna Bernabei 
meet. She was a part of the winning 4x200-meter relay as well as the winning shuttle hurdle relay. She ran a leg on the 
state runner-up 4xl00-meter relay team. During the 1992 tennis season, Bernabei was a part of an OVAC-winning doubles team in tennis. 

Bernabei completed her degree in 1997 from West Liberty State College. During her career with the Lady Hilltoppers, she scored 1.317 points and 
finished with 1,107 assists, which is the NCAA Division II record. During her senior season, Bernabei was named WVIAC Player of the Year and Division 
IT All-American nfter helping to lead WLSC to a NCAA Tournament appearance. She was named first team all-conference in the WVIAC all four years 
and was inducted to the West Liberty Athletic Hall of Fame in 2002. 

Bernabei entered the coaching ranks at West Virginia Wesleyan. She was there for 11 year and hllS also worked at Eastern Kentucky, West Vrrginia and the 
Univer..ity of Maryland where she won 11 n11tional championship ring as an assistant coach and recruiting coordinator. 

Kyle Rose 
Kyl.e Ros~ (River High School, Class of 1990). This three-sport Pilot athlete was a standout on and off the field during 

his four yearn in Hannibal, earning four letters in baseball to go a1ong with three letters each in wrestling and football. 
Baseball was where Rose made his presence felt for the Pilots. He was a four-year mainsta.y at c11tchcr and in the heart 

of the Pilots' batting order. He batted 366 as a freshman, .473 us 11 sophomore, .500 as a junior and 536 as a senior en 
route to two OVAC Player of the Yenr awards. 

As a sophomore, Rose had an on-base percentage of .695 and he was 40-of-42 steaJing bases. That mark is still an Ohio 
Valley standnrd. All told, be hit 13 home runs and drove in 76 runs, but missed 11 games as a senior after a bout with mono. 

After his senior campaign, he was nnmed first-terun 1111-0hio, 1111-Eastem District, 1111-0VAC and n11-Va11ey. He played 
in both the Ohio und OVAC all-stnr gllIDes. 

In football, Rose played tailback for the Pilots and racked up 1111 sorts of yardage and a host of honors. As a senior, he 
was first terun all-Eastern District, all-OVAC and all-Valley after rushing for 800 yards and scoring eight touchdowns. 

Kyle Rose For his career, Rose amassed 1,532 yards and 14 touchdowns in three seasons. He was also a defensive standout with 183 
total tackles, six sacks, four interceptions and seven fumble recoveries. 

His WTCStling career didn't begin until he wns 11 sophomore, but he picked it up quickly; As a soph, he finished 15-12, but turned it on as a junior and went 
27-8. He was fourth at the OVAC Wrestling Tournament and 11dva.nced to the Ohio District Tournament. He fully arrived in his grappling career as a 
senior. Posting a 36-3 record, Rose odvanced to the OVAC finals before falling. He then won the sectional and district titles 11t 152 pounds to qualify to the 
state tournament where he ndvanced to the finals and settled for the silver medal. He finished with a 78-23 career record. 

While h11ving plenty of options about continuing his athletic cllfCCr at the collegi11te Jevel, Rose accepted a scholarship to Mercer College in Gcorgi11 to 
play baseball. Pfoying in every game as a freshman, Kyle batted 294 and was chosen as conference Freshman of the Year. 

However, his career nnd life underwent a cruel twist on Dec. 12, 1991 when he was involved in a car 11Ccident. Rose survived, but is confined to a wheel
chair as a paraplegic.After spending six months in and out of surgeries and therapies, Rose went back to school at Ohio University Eastern for two years and 
then, in 1994, enrolled at West Liberty State College where be 1ater earned his degree in secondary education in mathematics. In 1998, Rose was hired at his 
prep ahna mater as a math teacher. He's nlso since earned his master's degree from Mruygrove College. His handicap didn't prevent from staying involved 
in sports as be WllS named head baseball coach of his nlma mater in 1998 and be held the post until 2007. He led the Pilots to the OVAC title in 2003. 

w WesBanco 
A R E N A 

Special Thanks 
to Denny Magruder and the staff 

at WesBanco Arena 
w WesBanco 

A R E .,_ A 

Site of the OVAC Hall of Fame, OVAC Museum, OVAC Banquet 
of Champions, Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling Tournament, OVAC 
Cheerleading Championship and OVAC Queen of Queens Pageant 
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Floyd 
Baker 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2010 

Carl 
Hoppel 

Dick 
Mehen 

Will 
Robinson 

Jack 
Simons 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the: Ohio Valley 
' prior to the formation ofihe conference in JlJ43 or who played or coached ,;,fte.t that dale but.before 

• • their school. became a member of the conference, • 

Floyd Baker - The gradunte of Wittenberg University left his boys' basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45. 
He put Bridgeport High on the roundball map during a golden era from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5, 27-4 and 23-3, 

all by Buker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state tournament berths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and 
1938, a terun that included OVAC Legend John Bwtnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record wns 118-56. 

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the 
Ohio state tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad. 

He started the Purple Riders' golden era in basketball, which lusted from 1939-54 und included 12 sectional titles, six by Baker-coached teams. 
His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of 

Farner Lou Groza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1. 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-gwne winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1), led by Hall of 
Farner Alex Grozn, won the first OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21. 

Baker's 14-yenr Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-n, with seven Ohio stole tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio hrrgest Class A championship. He 
left Ferry for 11 job in Richmond, Ind. 

Carl Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest offive SOl1li to Everett and Lee Hoppel,• famous wrestling family known 
throughout Oh10, he became the first frcshmnn to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for 11 highly-disputed takedown in the last 
few seconds of his semifinal match us a sophomore, where he placed third, he could huve been ll four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as 
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion. 

Hoppel, who also played football ut Beuver, wns never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi
onships. He wns honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournument ns one of the Top 15 ''Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers." 

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tounu1ment and had 12 state placers including six champions 
- three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High. 

Cwi Hoppel, a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric. 

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He nnd older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became 
the first two West Vuginia basketball players to earn nil-class, first team nil-state basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center WllS honored as all-state 
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three years and also chllmed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was n 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won ll state title for Coach Everett Brinkmnn, an OVAC 
Legends charter selection. The Wildcats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was o. starter. 

AB o. senior, Mehen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Vrrginin, and ended his prep cn.rcer with more than 1,300 
points, a high total for that era. 

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Teruies.see und eurned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He 
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triudelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin. 

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School, Oass of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in football, busketball, baseball ond track, he was the 
'1"'' quarterback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten, untied and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck) 
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback. 

He wus also n fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament. 
At West Vrrginia State, Robinson captained three teams in three sports, won 12 varsity letters, and qwuterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team. 
He became 11 legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teruns won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes 

at Cass Tech und Pershing High School. 
In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach at a major university - Illinois State - where he cooched Olympian and NBA player 

Doug Collins. After five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' st.nff us a scout. 
He's also a member of several Hulls of Fame including W. Va. State, Illinois State, Michigan Sports Hall, and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died, at 

age 96, in 2008. 

Jack Simons (New Cumberlond High School, Ouss of 1920). He has beld the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 yeurs. In 1919, 
be scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year, four-sport (football, basketball, baseball, track) perfonner at the school 
which was merged, along with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Olen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete, in 1919, to earn first 
terun all-state football honors. 

At West Vrrginia University, he was a four-yenr starter (1920-23) ot halfback and fullback as well as linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team, 
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team and is n member of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team. 

In 1924, be spent one yearns player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director and stnrted the football program at old St. 
Francis High School in 1931 ond coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teruns. Simoos has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the W. 
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died, nt llge 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where be operated an insurance ngency. 
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MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR 
OVAC HALL OF FAME 

1. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals 
Wins/titles can be in boys and girls combined, but must be in the same sport. 

Baseball: 250 wins 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 5 OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles 
Football: 125 winss 
Golf: 5 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 5 OVAC titles 
Tennis: 5 OVAC titles 
Track: 5 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles 

2. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 

3. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 

4. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 

5. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS: 
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 
successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 
Open-ended 

6. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Must be out of school 1 O years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
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Congratulations 

Rick DeLuca 
and 

Henry Josef czyk 
on your induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

From the Buckeye Local 
Athletic Department 

1111111111111111111111 
Congratulations 

Rick DeLuca and Bill Davies 

From 
The Times Leader Editorial Staff 

Robert "Bubba" Kapral, Seth Staskey, Rich Gibson, Stan Pawloski, 
Kim North, Kim Appolloni, Mike Hughes and Betty Pokas 
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Flowers courtesy of 

Bob & 
Robin's 

Friendly florist providing a personal touch 

proudly supports 
East Liverpool "Potters" 

and 
congratulates tonight's 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
inductees 

Tel: 330-385-ROSE 
510 Walnut Street 
East Llverpool,OH 
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Lapel Pins Courtesy of 

DR. NICK TROMBETTA 

Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of 
Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber School 

Midland, PA. 

"As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role 
that this conference plays in the lives of the member 

school's student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on 
sportsmanship and scholarship are a tribute to your dedicated 
leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization 

of which I am aware. 

The OVAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize 
and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to 

inspire and motivate today's athletes. 

It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small 
part in your continuing success." 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

Ken Alessi ( Class of 2004) 
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009) 
Sam Andy (Class of 2007) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007) 
Pant 'Bnd' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
David Bosley (Class of 2009) 
Ed Burgy (Class of 2006) 
Bob Burton (Class of 2005) 
Gene Cattane ( Class of 2007) 
Mark Cisar ( Class of 2008) 
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009) 
John Craig (Class of 2008) 
Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008) 
Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Class of 2009) 
Dee Davis ( Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class of 2007) 
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Connie Doutt ( Class of 2008) 
Richard 'Dick' Edge (Class of 2009) 
Chris Enochs ( Class of 2007) 
John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Class of 2005) 
Don Fleming ( Class of 2007) 
Gene Ford (Class of 2009) 
Geno Ford (Class of 2004) 
Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007) 
Jim Foti (Class of 2004) 
Bob Gain ( Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway (Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of2004) 
Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005) 
Cal Giffin ( Class of 2006) 
Chester Grossi ( Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) 
Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Class of 2006) 
Jim Hanna ( Class of 2009) 
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004) 
John Havlicek (Class of 2004) 
Bob Redmond (Class of 2008) 
Walter Heil (Class of 2005) 
Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007) 
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004) 
Chuck Howley ( Class of 2005) 
Doug Huff (Class of 2005) 
Bob Hummell ( Class of 2006) 
Jennifer Hyland-Brown (Class of 2007) 
Bill Jobko (Class of 2009) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
Tom Keane (Class of 2008) 
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009) 
Bob Kettlewell ( Class of 2008) 
George Kovalick (Class of 2004) 
Mike Kovalick ( Class of 2008) 
Bob Kelley ( Class of 2007) 
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Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008) 
Earl Klevins ( Class of 2007) 
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Class of 2009) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Ron Mauck ( Class of 2006) 
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004) 
Bo McConnanghy (Class of 2007) 
Lance Mehl ( Class of 2005) 
Dick Miller ( Class of 2005) 
Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009) 
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009) 
Nick Mumley (Class of 2008) 
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005) 
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004) 
A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
Phil Niekro ( Class of 2006) 
Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009) 
Lee Patrone ( Class of 2006) 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004) 
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008) 
Joe Pettiui (Class of 2008) 
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004) 
Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Class of 2004) 
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Class of 2004) 
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007) 
John Reger (Class of 2007) 
Evan Reese (Class of 2004) 
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008) 
Mike Sherwood ( Class of 2005) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006) 
Terry Snively (Class of 2005) 
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009) 
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004) 
Jimmy Stewart ( Class of 2008) 
George Strager (Class of 2005) 
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Bill Thomas ( Class of 2008) 
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009) 
Agnes Timmons ( Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004) 
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams(Class of 2004) 
Harry Wilson ( Class of 2006) 
Otis Winston ( Class of 2009) 
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008) 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

George Kovallck covAc 'Fumlly'l 

Cinirrt E. KoNlld {Bridgqrn: Hlgh School), ~ as the "fm:bcrfl of high 
ICbJol wrest!~ In the Ohio ya11ey. Kovalkt p:rviously bas been hoooml with mem-
benhip in numctOUI balls of fame, incllllllnj lhmc at Kent Staie UnJ.,.emty; the Ohio 
Valley Foot.ball Coacbc.A As.,octatioa; Upper Ohio VtJley ~ Chtb; W~ Liberty 
Sllltl: CollcJ,!C; Ohio Athl,:tic Dim:1on aod the Obio Wreslllng.FW.I of l'moc. 

Kov.lid:: WllJ .elected u the firn ~ (1976) of the~ OVAC Wru.illng 
~rc:-1~~·J:1A of~,h'en ytoanluiivld.wil.fOI" 

KmJ"J.: _,,.-:"'"" Jo fornl,,ll,""""" <md '""1lim ~ bc<h tho 
lo!ercolleiiatc aoo:J hiterschowtiC levi:lt wr1n, an cnonnouily-lillCCeSSlul 28-ycar 
coadtlng =· 

NTDl.!I the athletes~ tutored in hl'1! .dlcJOI or coUcg?: were all-tilllC Ohio Valley pt:lllll John Havllccl, 
Phil and Joe Nidro, wi Bobby ~- In~. Konlld coadlcd the HiUtowerl to the 1964 NAJA 
~I cbampiomhlp. the orily n.wooal title ever cnp(wm by the !ldxd. He ·wo had Weit Vugiuia 
lnlurolklti&(e Ath1ctk Confamce champiJmship lca(nJ at We-st (.ibcrty In football, wrwl!ng nnd basefull. 

Kovalld: not only WU one of the foundm of the OVAC Wrwling Thummncnt, but hu BridgcpM 
~Jen won the fint le','CJl etnfe=ice cha:mploniblps. In 19511 KoviUd:'& Bulklop ma& hJwiry hv 
becontlng the: flrn &C:hool ouuide the Ckvclmd area slncc 1942 io wk an Ohio llalc MCllli:ng tJtJe ~mcel94~ 
to win an Omo mie ~ title rince. l-k coached IU indlvWual llll1c champions. 

Kovalickal otber OVAC coadruti fli¥ ~ at MOUlldsville, Bellauc IOU We.Jr high ICDJOb. Hl3 1973 
Weir HI~ footbl.ll team WU 11 ~ rtJIIIICMlp, ioml£: to P.ast Bllilk In the Oasl AAA rullc flnal. He retired 
from coachbJg In 1117!1 but then sen'Oi Ill athletic dlrcctO£ al Bcllaire Ulltil the time of Jili deaih lo 1\1&4. 

1-k wu OVAC Ba-,eball Director for many year, .vid lbo directed the c-onfarocc"s mat c~ -·· AJoo11 with his great coadil.u.g biowled&r', Kovalicl WM abo =gnizcd as II marvclow competitof, 
tirticu1ouJ organixc:r und n l1Wl with an eJKnilOIU ~ity for worlr.:. 

Cal Pokns <Medial 

Crdfubu ~ ~ Scmoll wu onotla t;iant In tbe ~ writing (lf1?feuloo vrbo 
°"~~under Bill Van Hooie 1111d developed Imo ou:: of the are11 ■ troe ~ 
per in hli mm ri,dit. , ..-oo dlctl In "1LXXJ, wr.11 employei! ror 40 }"CUii .i The ThrttJ uada, lncludln{ 
29 mamnble ~ fix Ohio Valley iJ,orU fms M the ■polU editor. He WJ0 - umtnol 
!{llrt'I crlitor, a coorlooti&c om~ rrp:,rt,a" acd Mmtlm Ferry City Eililor. Even after 
hi■ n:tin:ment, Cal J;OD(irruai \0 cocl1ributli ID his ~·n ~ fll'CJ ..-Jib bis wed:rm "Eye Oil the Bucb" co!unm 111:out Ohio State f~. Pobi■ Ibo ~y uw to It 
ra:eJ:flir°i! :l!c ~ ow: wr1' ~ : ~. rid md volleybllll, ' 

PoW wa1 deeply lnb.~ !ii the ~dlout bis camcr and he devcted much 
of bis 9llD"C time 1o ~ oo commillca fix the RW)' Mumley ~ Foothill Ail•Sts Oamc, a1oog with :fJ =J:i!~ fuodiall nod baslethlll ~ races. abo8aVal ona media rmlilniaxn--

Pokn■ had n 1rm1 M ~ of the Ohio J>n,p Sp:x:ti Writm AwrintlOCJ, ani -n• ITCIUOisaiootr nf the Ohio 
Valle)' Basebill ~ fix 2.~ ~- His iJikmtl m the~ 111ent bevood the llltrl1 of 5fUU III Polu 
a:rvciJ oo Ill adv~ bo;rd fix tbe Sah'llt.ino Anny; ..-u Bel.moot C.OOnty CJwrman of the Multlpk Sc.1erosiJ 
Associz.tion; ml filkd a ICllt oo the Martlrui Perry ClvU Sen-Jee Cocranw1oo fix 32 years until !us dealb. 

Pok.iii' hoocn were~. lo ]\!60 be -wu ~ 1 C'.ont!nunilJ Service Award by United l'reu 
lnlcrottioDffl. The Ohio Prell 5p,;,ru WritenAssoclatioll JWIDl him~ Writcf oftbc: Year In 11176 and bc wai 
g1vg1 a ~isbeiJ Sm·~ ;,.wmd from the otoo Awxiatioll of Track ani ncJd and ems■ COUDtrV Coach:s. 

Cn1 wu lelic,:cted to the Ohio J>n,p 5p;rtl Writm Hall of Fame ard the UPI 5p:JrtJ Edikn A.wdalm Hall 
of F~. lie MO ra:cil-m 1en~ ■Wltllis fnxn the Ohio ~ Golf eoa,;:Jo lusociatioo, tbe OVAC: Ohio 
Valky Football~ AsMxwJon; Ohio Baseball Hall of~; ani ~ was luum to be~ the flnt 
S~lp Ethics ccd lnle£Jitl, Alllmi fix the Emmi Diltrict fl'OOl the OHSAA. Pobs was n HMr. Mat" 
awm-d booortc 111. the OVAC V,:~ Toumameot, aloni with belDi icla.1a1 fix~ High Sc:bool'■ Wall 
of Pt.me. He Wlll lWDCl.l ni lbe HllllllrMY Ref=e for the Whedi:nt1 Park Trad. Clank becaoJC: of cootrfbuticci 
to 01uo Valley youth. 

Jim Foti (Coach<,,) 

JIit, Foll wu a bauetball coad:J. for 38 yet!"!! and a hc.u:1 football mentix for 20 
~- He nlrady luu boen mductcd itto the C1ty of Wheeling, Wm Vutini.n~ 
Writers AI.SOCl.ation. Upper Oblo Valley Dllpper Dan Dub !llld John Carroll 
Un!,-enity '1 Halls of Pmr.. 

Foti, a native of Jamestown. N.Y., came to tbe 1ttC1 In 1942 after having coocbcd A\ 
Erie (Pa.) Prep. He coa.:bed bu1:etbltll at Warwood Wbcclin!! C'.entral Catholic and 
BelWm. OvcraJJ, Foti ~ 466 nni~ ~ 't'lctorlo, all but 26 earning al 
OVAC ~- He coaaicrl Wm-wood Hi~ to &evro Wed V~ mdoOIII cbampi
onthlp, and his 1967 Vildn~ IK!llMi woo the w.tc title. Io 1976. lib fina[ year u a bead 
coach and the last &eaSOll befom tbe Olrlo CClmty coruolldatlon Foti"• V1kffii!I 
ii,;:lvmiced to the mtc IDumlnlellt semifinall before bdng el~ The 197.'i learn played in the IUdC 
clwnpioolhip game. He hal five W,Va. ~ titlc·wtimbi!I teams nt 'H1:Ecling Ccniral and guided hJJ 
JqU?Cis !0.9YAC chammomhip:oi In lmOI: dlv~. 

In 1943, Foti had n 14-3 record t=m at Ceoual, which kJSI by a point whi.k play In& In the Ewcm CatlxtlJc 

--"'~. -· RJ. Poli'■ fooibalJ r;::oadlbta etteer produced another 124 Y~. lncludiog 11 90-106-3 ~ at Warwood, 
w~ the Clau AA M.--bool wu roJkrl wnb pinyin£: one of the most competltivc M:hedub bl the=· His 
1943 Wheeling Central focothall team went g..f aod gained a Steel B01111 benb, ~ it lo!.t • 20-19 tltrflkr to 

p'ii:'& ~1i:.:~r::~~c:mJIW basketball flI two yeDn aJ he dim:ted the Wheeling Jlurltam lo 1947 
""''4' 

Foti ~ ~ outstandinJl a1h1cta; dwtni bl1 dbtlnllllbhcd ~. AIIDl8 the, Centni.l l:tandouu 
were J11111e3 "Dubie" Dalla 1111d Blil_y Oomp.::,:1, both of whom -went m to play at Ni:im, Dame; Jrl 
McConviUc, AWmoa; Pete Schuetz,~- Md Pnu\ Schuetl, Northwestem. At War..-ood he had a mk 
In the do:~ ofOo:ld.Howley, fon:ocrWVU and Dillu CowbJy,' ~ Bob Dunlevy (WVU),IOO 
basletbafl llnDdoliu Bob A yen (VMl, BIJI Kmnedy (Arlrona Stntr) .vid Otei Oluic:b (Anny). 

Samuel A. Mumley (OVAC 'Fumlly'l 
5-uul A.. Mu,ky (Benwood Ualoo High School) served two tam:11 - c:o'ming a 

total of 32 yean - M eucutivc ICCrnlll)' of the OWo Villev Athletic Confrm:ice. 
Durin, the leClllld term whkh luted until bl, duth in 1999, Mum!ey belp:d ~ 
the bi-~ league from the brink ofbanlniptcy lo 11!1 cunent IWldmj M one of the great 
Wgh ACtioo1 conr~ in the cntirc country. 

Some: of the many hlghli~ from his ueWU'dmip lnclwed: Hclpina to eruililidl the 
OYAC Foundation a, a ~ .fund-rmln,Q; arm for the conference; Securl:ng NCAA 
certi.fJcatloo for the Rudy MumJey OVAC therity AJl.SUr FootbaJJ Classic; Attractln$; '~ 
rnajof fmmcial 5JlOO'Orl to rupp:ll1 1111 of the OVAC ~. incl00li18 the Banquet ol ~- ~ 
C1\llmJlons, til awmw dlooer thl1. bmKn mom thw I ,ooJ athlete, ~ r;pring and 
p-ovkb ~ then $20,0COAlltll.Wly In~; E.w.blWling the all-st.:rhnilett..11 g.uI1C which wzu ~ 
renamed iu the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-SW" Butrtbail Classic. 

M~·s m,pon$C lo~ call ol duty went bevood the ~VAC llS he WM one of the fOUllden of the WbeelinJ 
Super Six Committee, which has lmled the Wer.i. Vbtlnl.a !ita1c champiooship foolbaII S.IOlCI at ~Hna 
Wand Stmiiwn sioce 1994. He also bclped secure the Weu \'lryn.ia !;l&lr IOCCCT~ foc the city. 
Five yean afta hiJ death, the frultlon of lllKllher one: oflili drumJ occuna1 WOOi nn artificial pim plll)'ing 
wrfrw::e was inmlk:d Ill Whcclln~ hland Stadium. 

Allh::iuib awards were never Important to Mumley, he - tbe i:ecipicot ofllUIIaotl.S ~-The IJllljoc 
1MIUI pre1ffl1ed to him included: The N!IUOlllll Fcderalion of Officlah Outstanding Savice Award; 0appc:r 

Iha.t1~ofa~~~~j!°iJtbeY~=~:::=~inbleticdirroorritscvmll 
Mell !iCboolil, lnc]Ull/ni Cameron. 1h: E:r School and St. Claln;villc. He WU abo a ualnu Ill his culk~ 
alma matcf, the Univenlty of Mafy!Jmd, along with the W.clllngton Rcdainl nnd Phihddpbia Eagk1. 
Mum!ey !ICl'VCd on the Wte ofOhlo Boan! of Eq.Jlty, was a member of the St. DIUJ"l.,.Ule Boan! of E<lucation 
nnd a ~pedal l:ilooll fO£ the Mental R.et=latm Boirtl nnd School of Hope. 

Bill Van Home (Medial 

Bill 1'\;111 Hon,1 (Martll!l fury High School), wu thc: clan of Ohio Valley sports
wmeJII during a lcgmdary ~ = thnt ~ .'i3 years. 

Van Home wu Jports cdilOI" of T1ll 11mtJ un,hr for 25 ~ and the Whuling 
NewJ·RegisJEr fur 28 yeu,, <luring which time ~ was rcrogni:zed by hu peen III the 
~ lnfrimwlonal and lnflLle!llla.l wriler In Ohio Valley hl.m:Q. 

lflll wed with tbe OVAC over the ycan wu especially inrtrumet!W in the llll:CCM 

of the wrculini,ITTICkUl!i ficld.vidcrou--coontry. ¼o Home: WU tbe JeCood ttee= 
~,~;~~fl Award lo 1977 and he abo =i't'ro tbe Ctilvin lffm 

Hil columns, M¼,o Home oo Sporu," wen:~ cbronklo of the Hve, of 
other.I. A giant In h11 field !Ind a rolJ: moocl for IISpiri:ng writ=, Van Horne WM admiJc<l 
and rcspeclCd for hu !nkgrity, dcwcatlon, faimeu, knowlcd~ and cOCilJIIIWOll. 

Van Home'i covenlj;e and mpport fOI" eveob Ille the Wheelini Oi.,tance Rocc (oow The Ogden 
NeMpapm 20K Cialllc), the Wai \rlfilnia 'Ibrnis Open and the {IIOW defWICl) Who=~-LPGA Clmic 
help¢ __ ~ e...-cnt.1 ruch $ in our Mell. Hl1 l:iadinJ! lllso wu a fnctor in the • e:nloved by 
the Whetlin!t Ironmen. • Blue, and Whediog Thuoderbh-ds (oow the llni,: Naikn), 
pmfcwooal football, baddball hocley temm. 

Nllmm)IIJ nwards Md hooon WeJC bestowed on Vao Home. The Upper Ohlo Valley Dapper Dan Oub 
oamal him Man of the Yes In 1993; ~ was selected as the We.1t Vlrgiola Sporttwrllerofthc Y-i:ir lm0ll time,; 
rccclval tbe Gene MorcliouMl MemmaJ Awvd rO£ contributionll in IJlOl1iwrltfoe~ the Mouotaio 
State: acd be was lnductal Into tlUlllCn"llS hills of fame. Arooog the= were the • Hall of Fame; the 
Lou Hott.z Uw;i:Olrlo Va!ky 1:faJl of Fame: Oblo B111c:bl!ll Hall of fame, Minor Lengue Foothill Hall of 
Fame and the Wbec:llng--U&k=baY Tornis Dub HaJI of Fanr, He l:m'ed u p;csldent of the West Vu-siola 
Spxni Writm As&IX!ntion and wu n mcmbc:r of the Football Writcn of A=iai.. Bill -.v&i the fiRt ~ 
writer fmm West Vupnla to be clectcrl to the Footbiill Wrltcn Boan! of Dlrccton, He 111w saved iu stnte 
chairmlln for the Heiunao Trophy lcle:ctlon com:miUcc. 

Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Coach<,,J 

RkJw-d I- "Did" 1'Ptt1 f\nlsbcd his = ni the Ohlu Valley"& all--timc wlnolngCR 
basketball coach with 589 = victooc:s. 

b:Jucted into the ,ei1,!.i~,'fe. School Hall of Parm in 1983 by the Ob.lo HWI SdJool 
Bmkctball Coac.hel ,Pd!J c:OlldJcd a t!MI ot" 40 8elU:OnJ, Ill! ofwtuch whi:m 
IJ)eDI in Monroe Coonty. He bepn in 19.'il at Bethel High School.. His 1957 
Blacl.l:JD:wts aune oot of the Monroe: County hilli at toumamcnt t.lmc ll:lll.l odvnocctl all 
the way to the Oh1o C1ma A ute linAls ..-here they loo by a IUlilc point. Al the time 
the ICbool had jUJt 13 boys Ill ~ nine tm'OU£h 12 r.nd all but. uoe of tbe ill.Ilk stu
daits - Oil the basketball team. 

In i:cven yean a1 Betlrl, h!J tc.aiwJ woo more than 20 pmea five time■, lncludln11 the 27•2 miracle learn 
that played In the itate IOUrTWTCOL 

When the ICbool. was taken inla the Skyvue comolidallon nftcr the '.'i!I campaign., Pons - ~ coach 
of the Ooldc:o Hawks lllhere be ipent fcu years before moving oo to River Hl;b In 11163. He remained et the 
Pilots' bc1m tJvoo&h the 19111 8ell:SOO. 

The fooncr Hmmlbal Hlib School. athkte was named in 11181 !IS the icripieot of the i:ttalib-n Ohio Paul 
Walm: Awam.. limi ill memory of Jerry UICBS' hl£:h sdnil coadJ at MWJetown, Ohio. Waller wn, the 
BIIIUye Stak: '1 all-time w\.onl.ogcU roach. 

The oavy Vc1Cflll, Potts wu the flllt OVAC coacll to reach the .'iOO-wln plateau ill basketball, rcachina that 
iOlll wilh a win ovu Monroe Cow:tty rl\'al. Woodsfiekl ill 1983. 

Com1deJed a muta ~ and kach:7 or the pme, Pott! may have bee!! Iii hh ~ durln, critkel 
~ltoatiom In fl0$l~ia:uon play. His temu WOil &eva:I overtime tournament game:,, Inc.hiding e. nine-OT win 
aclrlevai by River again.,;t Moq:an in C1atJ AA sectional play. 

Evan Reese comdahJ 
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EftDI Rent (Fol181Uhec ffigh School) aerved u an an:a high IChool And collej;e 
a:rbltcr for more thn .SO yeMJ. He also officiated football In the Cnnndla.o Lcngue, the 
United Rx,tball League and thew~ Vrrginla lnt=!Jeglate Athletic Coof=nce. 

R.ccse wu OVAC C.omml.uloner for both football and batlci.ball officlaa and~ 
wu ~OOll of the West Vuzl:nia Illterrolleglate Athletic Confcn:ncc (WVIAC) 
olfi.ci.ah In both lJ)Olti. He wod.cd llllmcrous state and coofrr~ncc tournament ctwn
piomhlp evenu throogmut hb Joog pnd mirietl cnrecr. 

Reese abo WU II member of the We:rt Vup)rua ~ Schools Activ!t.!e:, 
Co:mminion Advl.Kny Board Brul be: 1V1U sccmary of the E.wem District Boml of 
Football an:! Bailetball Offi.clah. For illMIY yean, he IIIU Oil the bukthnll rule.■ commlrt.ee In the f.e:s:tcrn 
DJ,!rlct, 

Today'■ Ohio Vnlley officials remembe{ Evan as IOllleOOe who he.de tremendous lnJlLEOCe on up-and 
comfn: refet=S. 

,AHfefdUd,,,,, 
____ _:__:...,_~c.c;_;!Y:,'. ///"·'-------



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Mnrray (Ollidal) 

A. Wilson Mun-ay (Wheeling High School) officiated high school basketba!l, foot
ball, baseball and truck for 30 yei!rll, from 1946 through 1975. He actually began his 
officiating career in 1942, the year nfter he graduated from Wheeling High School. 
Murrny entered the servia:: in 1942 and did not return home until the after World War 
II had ended. 

He wod::ed numerous sectiorn1I, district, regional and finals in Ohio, West Virginia 
and Pennsylvania. He also officiated basketball for 12 years in the Mid-American 
Conference 1111d the West Virginia lnten:ollegiate Athletic Conferem:e. Murray was n 
refen:e in the old United Football League in the days of the Wheeling Jromnen 
pmfe!isional football team. 

He served on the OVAC Eii:ecutive Board and served for 10 yearn withe commissioner of the bi-state 
league's basketball officials. He later was appointed the OVAC's commissioner of footba!l officials, a post 
he held from 1977 until retiring in 1985. In 1977, he was elected treasurer of the Ohio High School Athletic 
Association's Commisslouern, 

Mn!T'.1y officiated six West Vi:rginia state tournaments 11nd two WVJAC tournaments. The former City of 
Wheeling Treasurer was a three-year football and basketball lettennan at Wheeling High School. He played 
on the Wildcats' 1940 state championship basketball team. 

Among the awwtls he was presented were: Ohio High School Athletic Association·s Meritorious Award 
(1970); a West Virginia Secondary School's Activities Commission Award for his contributions to officiat
ing in the Mountain State; Honorary Lifo Membership in the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball 
Officials (1981); OVAC Exemplary Service Award {1981), and 11I1 Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dau Club 
Achievement Award (1982). In 1989, he was selected as the first redpient of the Bnbby Dawson Basketball 
Offida.18' Award presented nt the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Charity Basketball Classic. 

John Havlicek (Athlete. 1950,) 

Juhn llavlicek (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1958) was a three-sport high school 
honoree for the Bulldogs who later became one of Ohio State's basketball greats and 
was selected one of the 50 greatest NBA players. 

In high school, the 6-5, H!O-pounder was a two-time A!l-OVAC Class AA hasketba!l 
perfonner as well us All-Ohio Class A. The Bulldogs won the OVAC AA crown in 1958. 

An excellent rebounder and passer, he ulso scored 1.594 career ~ints in 59 gmnes and 
averaged more than 30 points per game the last two !lell$OIIS. He led the OVAC In 
scoring 115 a junior with a 31 .9-point nonn, including a school reconi 53 in a 103-101 
overtime win over Cadii;. , 

He played in the Ohio Nnrtb-Sooth All-Star game with Jerry Lucas. The two later led 
Ohio State to three stm.ighl NCAA championshig~ames includini\ia title their sophomore seuson of 1960. 

a\s~es=:i'Jt'~!1ri= Peh!fo~~tgf!J~~bter ;i;y~1{'J/i~ ifo~d!JYi!§:~1s and batted over .400. He 
In football, the All-OVAE quarterlmck was recruited by scveml colleges iocluding Ohio State and West 

V'2'1~i·io State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his three varsity basketball seasons and he twice earned All

BifiJ:H~flt:~~e ~~ri.lft choice of the NBA Boston Celtics and was also selected by the NFL Cleveland 
Browns even though he never played in college. He played a few exhibition games as a wide receiver with the 
Browns before reporting to tlie Celtics, where he would become team captain and have his No. 17 jersey 
retired. 

Nicknamed "Hondo", Havlicek retired in 1978 after 16 NBA seasons including eight Celtic championships. 
A 13-time All-Star, he is the Celtics' nil-time leading scorer (26,395 points) and was the first NBA player to 
score 1.000 points in 16 consecutive reasons and, when he retired, Havlicek had played more regular season 

saw;;ig::tlli;:i~';ke\b!lWfiifi· ~1 N:~~iJSclia~i 1taif ~~~
1
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Dan and Ohio Statc Halb of Fame. 

Bobby Donglas (Att,1,1, - 1900,1 
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crown as a senior. 
An All-OVAC football player and the conference Class AA captain WJ a 140-pound ron

ninl\back in 1960, Douglils also as a starter in baseball. 
e wrestled two years at West Liberty State College, winuing an NATAcl_w.mpionship 

and placing second III the NCAA. He then trnasfcrred to Oklahoma State, where he wm1 
the Big Eight Conrerence 147-pound title. The team never lost a dual meet with Douglas 
in the lineup and captured a pair of conference tiUes along with the 1964 NCAA team title. 

Also ns a competitor, he won five national chnmpinriships and a pair of U.S. Olympic Trials titles. He had a 
foorth-place featherweight finish at the I 964 Tokyo Olympics nrnl he captained the U.S. freestyle team at the 1968 
game, 111 Mexico Citj. Nmned the nation·s outstanding wrestler in 1970 - the year he retired- Dougla~ compiled 
a career ret.-oni of 30 -17-7 (.953), He was runner-up 111 the World Championships that year. 

Still recognized as one of the nation's outstanding wrestling coaches, Douglas has been at the Iowa State 
Univernity helm for 14 rears mKI became just the fourth Divismn I mentor to reach the 400-victmy plateau in 
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champions, 17 conference titlists and 25 All-Americans at Iowa State. Before taking over the Cyclones'progrJm, 
Do~s built 11 d~ty at Arizona State. From 1975-92, he guided ASU to nine conference tit[e and nine ttJp-lO r~ three ~ti~~ j~j~~d:~fi~i~!:

1
1r~~fe~= c=~j~:r~ ~!~~~~i:. with the Sun Devils, he 

He wa, head coach of the 1992 U.S. Olympic freestyle team that competed in Ban:elona, Spain. All JO of his 
wrestlerll placed mnong the lop 10 in their respectfre weight cla~ses. Douglas has been on the U.S. coaching staff 
for five otber Ol:ynifuics. 
H~f~~~n

11
~: t:HtiaJl~f}Y~~ing Hall of Fame, the NAIA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Ohio 

Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Athlete - 1960s) 
Ron "Fritt."Wllliamt (Weir High, Class of 1964) wa., a four-yeur, three-sport stand

out for the Red Riders. He k'll Weir to three straight state Class AAA title JJ:ames includ
ing an unbeaten 1%2 regu!nr seasnn, two state runner-ups and a state tnle in 1963 (a 
three-year reconi of 62-8). The three-year All-OVAC and A!I-West Virginia Class AAA 
basketball player was also anAII-OVAC andA!l-West Virginia football end in 1963 and 
the OVAC and West Vi:rginia Region I spri11t champion 1n the 100, 220 and 440-yan! 
events in 1964. 

The 6-3 I B5~uud Williams was the first African-American to he named first team 
AU-West 1/irgima in basketball and only the founh pernoa in history to be named first 
team a!l-state three times. He scored 2,203 careerpomts - then nu OVAC 'big school' 
record -and averaged 30.9 as a senior nnd 30.l as a junior. He scored a school-record 
55 ~ints ngniust East Lh·eip_ool. He was named All-America by Parade and Scholastic Coach magru:ines. 
Scho/!~~~~;;';l i\!t~::Jti°:s t::~~~}. C!a,s AAA state championship football team and was all-state nnd 

He l'lnyed on two OVAC Class 3-A title hasketba!l teams (1962 and '64) and the 1962 OVAC truck cham
pionship squad. The first African-American recruited to play baskctba!I at West Virg_inia University, he &ti!l 
holds seasoa and career nssisl n.,cords while avcrnghcj 20.J poiats for his career -sixth best in histoi and 

l1~m~t:. ~~btried~~r"~i~d ;i~it:~'¾r:sfs~~an 11}:?n~~J!~ii~~ A11!£~h'i~b~~1::!!ic
1
e h~·~ 

oree anil a ~econd team All-American. 
1be two-time team captain is a member of the All-Time WVU team (1966-75 era) and has been inducted 

~~~ ~~1"Ji!! 11
J!:~th aiv:;111 Ne~ ci':.:W ~t1:~iU'ri:~su:!

1S~1~ ~1n~~c~~~:1;~~a~.~ 
also drnfied ia the ABA fifth round by the New Orleans Huccaneem. De~ not f;lnying college football, he 

is Wi1R~~1
[1!~ ~~tfNB~=~~s'i:.i::!1!1r~ ~!fn~~,~~ith 111/Rff::u~t~t's ~~~ =~i~h 

the Los A'lJBlcs l.!lkern. He scored 4,797 career ~ints and had 1,818 career nssists. He died, at a1,re 59, on 
¢Jima:!u 2Boui:!!~~,home in California. The road near his Weirton childhood home named 'Ron {Fritz) 

3[£ 
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Ken Alessi (Athlete ~ 1940s) 

Ken Alessi (York,·ille High School) wns a 5-7. 155-pournl basketball guard from 
1947-49. He still holds two all-time OVAC scoring recun!s-1,142 points in 32 games 
as a senior and a career per-gmne point average or 311) for 66 games. 

He was the fm;t OVAC player to score 2,000 career points (2,{)47) after averaging a 
then-reconi 35.7 points a game and setting a mark of 70 points, including JI goals, 
against Shadyside as a 1948-49 senior. That effort prompted the national exposure in 
"Rip!ey·s Bclieve-lt-Or-Nnt." 

He also scored 65 points vs. Adena and 55 points vs. Dillonvale in back-to-back 
gnmcs. In one game.he converted 16 straight free throws As ajunior,Akssi scored 845 
points ia 30 gmnes. 

A two-time All-OVAC Class A nnd All-Ohio Class B honoree, he was the leading ,·ote-gettcr in '49 when 
he was selected Ohio·s Class B Player of the Year. 

A three-sport prep standout, he was an Al!-Eask:m Ohio football player as a two-way back and kicker, and 
he was a shortstop-pitcher in baseball. 

Recmlted by West Virginia University, he played three seasons ( I 950-52) and was the stwting point guard 
two years. He led the team in assists as a sophomore while plnying with 6-9 All-America Mruk Workman. 

In 1951 ,he scored 23 points in a home win over Wake Forest and tallled 18 in 11 77-73 loss at Duke, which 
featured All-America guard Dick Groat, 11 future Pittsburgh Pimte infielder. 

Alessi served au hem:! basketball couch the final 12 seasons (1961-72) for nlma mater Ymkville High before 
conso!Jdation. His best tean1 went 18-3 in 1962 and his 1970 team won an OVAC Class A crown. The: '70 
team featured Chuck Sau.~, who would surpass Alessi'~ cmecr point total, 

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete. 1950s) 

Bill Mazeroski (Warren Consolidated High Sch(lol, Class of 1954) is hest kuown 
for his baseball feats, but the 5-11 basketball center nlso led the OVAC in scoring with 
a 27.6 per game: average as a senior and was a two-time All-OVAC mundhall selection 
and three-year basketball starter. He earned second temn All-Ohio Class A recognition 
as a senior. 

A four-year baseball standout as a shortstop-pitcher, Maieroski Jed WllITeil 
Consolidated to the 1953 Ohio Class A (largest class) baseball finals before falling, 
2-1 to Cincinnati Purcell. Mnreroski pitched a four-hitk:r in a losing cause. 

The nth!ete, known as "Catfish" ll$ a youth aud "Maz" during his pm playing days, 
led Warren Consolidated to fourstraightOVAC Ohio-side baseball titles. The team was 
coached by Al Burazio. 

Signed by the Pittsburgh Pir.1tes out of high school and &Womer, sandlot baseball, the Rush Run native 
was in the major leagues in 1956 and became a JO-time All-Star second baseman from ]956-72 with the 
National League team. He won eight of the first JO second base Gnld Glove fielding awmtls. 

He played !n 2,163 games and col!ected 2,Gl6 hits but his best known feat is hitting game seven 1960 
World Serie!! winning home nm versos the New York Yankees. He still holds some major league fielding 
records for double plays and assists. The Pirates retired his jerny No. 9, 

Mazeroski was inducted into the Baseball Hall nfFame in 2001 and also is enshrined in the Upper Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Baseball Hall and the Peansylvnnia Sports Hnll. 

Buckeye Local High School, a consolid!ltion which includes Mazermki's alma mater, named its high 
school Held in bis honor and a section ofRoote 7 near his Rush Run childhood home nonh ofTiltonsville is 
known a:1 "Bill Mazeroski Highway." 

Allan Hornyak (Athlete • 1960,1 

Allan Hornyak (St. John Central High School, Class of 1969) was best known as a 
record-sctti11g 40-point per game scorer liis last two basketball seasons, but the lefihander 
Wso WWI a three-sport standout perfonner as a football quartertinck and first baseman
pitcher in baseball. 

A 6-1, 185-~und long-range shooting_guanl in the era prior to the lhree-poiater, 
Humyak led the OVAC arid the state of Ohio in scorins his last two seasous witli an all• 
time OVAC reconi42.7 avernge us a junior plus a 41.9:, senior norm. 

As a{unior,he scored 812 points in 19 games. !ndudlng 295 Goals and 222-of-172. free 
~i~r~ ~~:~nior year, he tallied 923 points in 22 games with 346 goals and 231-of- L.>... __ c..<....J 

The two-time All-OVAC mid All-Ohio cager set the OVAC record of 86 points. indud-
ing 40 goab, in a 1969 win over TIitonsville and he scored 61 points the 11ext night against rival Bellaire. 

He scored al least 50 points in a game !4 times arnl ended his SO-game career with a then OVACreconl 2,385 
puints. The Irish won back-to-back OVAC Class AA ha~ketball titles including a 20-2 overall reconi m 1969. 

His srnrioq efforts resulted in articles in Sport m~azine, the New York Times und Stam lllustmted 'Faces ~::e:r:t:· ,r~~h:tamed Schalaslic Coach Al -America honors and his No. 20 Orne basketball Jersey 

In footbalf. St. John·s nlso wo11 an OVAC crown with a 9-1 reconi in 1%9, with H(llllyak. a~ an All-OVAC 
quarterback. He pa.1SCU for 14 touchdowns tllat season. 

Recruitcl for basketball by numerous colleges, he Ollled for The Ohio State Univerni1y where he led the 
Buckei~s in m,-oring: three strmght years and earned Al!-IligTcn Conference honors each year and AU-America 

'-ccrfe1~fi{)SJ ;:r~hool's fourth all-time career scorer with 1.572 poiats in 69 games and is a member of 

TheH~~~!ta!7a~te~:ii~~~n~a~I;t,':~::ie:z6th overall. or the NBA's Cleveland Cavnliers. He was also 
drafted by the ABA Indiana Pacers in the fifth round, but didn't compete in the pro nmks. 

Dong Donley (Athlete • 1910,1 

Doug Donley (Cambridge High School, □ass of 1977) was a three-spart standout, 
excel!Jng in football, track and busketball and earning the nickname "White Lightning" 
for his blazin~ speed. 

On the w.tdiron, Donley wns a three-year lettenmm at running ha.:k for the Bobcats, 
finishing with a career total (lf2.572 rushing yards. He also had 226 yards receiving and 
1,028 yards in kick returns for a career all-purpose yardage total of 3,826 yards to go 
with 31 IDs. 

Dooley's foolba!l 11CColadcs included first tenntAll•Ohio Ouss AAA (1976) by both 
1111' Aswciated Press and United Press l11tenm1frmal; Eastern District ClWJs AAA 
"Player of the Year" (1976); and first team AU-OVAC Class 4-A (1976). 

In track, Donley won the OVAC C!ass 4-A championship in the long jump as a junior (1976) with a leap 
of 21 ft. 25 in. mld was a double-winner at the conference meet as a senior {1977) .. winning the long jump 
(21-10.75 and the 220-yard dash (22.4 seconds), helping the Bobcats to the OVAC team title. 

He earned All-Eastern District in the 100-yanl dash and was recogniud as a high school All-American in 
tnu:k. 

Abo a standout in basketball, Donley was hampered by a shoulder injury but sti!l managed to score IO points 
per contest and had 11 school-record 17-assbt game. 

Widely recruited for football, Donley attended The Ohio State University and earned first team All-Blg Ten 
and honorable mention All-America llCCo!ades at wide receiver ( 1980). He ranks among the Buckeyes' all-time 
leading receivers in several cate-gnrie$, including career ywtls per catch {212, st"t-ond); yanlage (2.252, fourth); 
touclulowus (16, fifth); and receptions (!06, tied for ninth). He led the team in receptions from 1978-80. 

Donley was II secornl round dnift choice or the Dallus Cowboys in 1981, playing four years in the NFL. He 
caught 55 passes for 898 yards mid four1Ds. 

Inducted into the Cambridge High School Hal! of Fame, Donley is president of Advantage GolfToumament 
Services in Addison, Texas. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athlet,. mo.J 

Tim SJK'lll'" (St. Cla:lraville High School, C1au of IIJ79) rmils with the grcakU 
rumtlna bacl:.J eva: to grace Oblo Valley bljb K:hocil 11:ridlrow, Spencer - wba plied bb 
trade fOI ~ cOllldi Gcorgt' ~ - rushed (c,; 101tE: 3,144 y.-dt &ad !\O tJ:u::h.. 
bns. K: scorc.:J 338 po!w Ji.irina: bis Rro Devil grill career. 

A., 1. ~. the Parade Afi.-Amerlcm gained 1,670 yxds 000 ill.'.nl'ed 2B toocbdmms 
while his junkr lllllWm lotaJed 1,280 rmhinl! yxdl ml I B toochdowru. Spencer·, lop 
~ pine cnme u a ICDU whm be: rmtcl for 306 ymh and SCOfed ili toudidowm 
agabu1 MWffl Ferry. All told, be SCCRd 40 poin~ In th.al: corrlell. 

He wu llWm-dcd All-OVAC and AD-Ohio fooball hoo:n fo!Jowin.: bis junior and 
~teasom. 

Speoca also played bw:ctball nat.l n.n trrl for the Red Devi.Ii, excdlinJ: UI the 100-+ l'llld 200-~ 
After bb ~daYI, s~ matricu!akd 1o Coknnbul '° play forCOflCb Emk erocc·1 Ohio State Budeye'I. 
Tue 6-1, 210..pouncief W11111 ~ycu 11m1er ror the B~}'C'I, He finished bis Cllfeer whh 3,5."i3 yvds 

whl.cb itflJ ~ thbtl on Ohio sim:·s nll~ ru:'11:ing cham. 
Speoccr led the Bli: Teo in l'Ulhing u a l:Clllor whb 1.371 ynnls.eightb best in the nation. He - acconJed 

All-Big Ten boron twice and wm ~ 8eCOlld-tcam UPI AlJ-..Amerk::iwl sdedioo u a lel1i.I. 
He scxved u the Butlcya' cerapuJa ns a smk,r and wa voled the team MVP that ycn.1-k was also named 

MVP of the Holiday &,;,;lube nAmi for 167 yard.I Dl1'.l two'JTu In OSU'li 47-17 win. 
SpenceJ wm the AeCIW player -.eleckd In the Ucrikd SlllleS Foot.ball Lequc (USA...) draft by the Chb&a 

Blitz. After I three-year USFL Mint, bc: signal wltli the: San Diego CbaJEm where he: llartcd for four ycin !II: 
fulJback. 

1-k gaiB::d mm: thac 5Jll) rmbing ymtls !JOO KUro 4.5 toochdowrn llll 1. ~essiooal. 
Spencer~ a, Ohio Staie'• runninJ~ coach from 1994 through the 2003 &cmO!l. He left the 

Blrleyc:s for Ml n.nhtwfs JOO with the Been. 

Mitch Hannahs (Alhlote. 19"°') 

M/Jdt HIUWW (Sli.y,,ue Hiib Scloo, Oma of 19&.'i) wm the~ ofa WlllllCI In 
~ :=1nt11.~~=i1=:n. spwicd the tlny HaWll to the 

In bcldball, SJcyvue lll!lde the OH SAA Wte toomament In Hmmahs' juNor mxl llell• 

lor ~. finlWlm; i» the Clasl A rurrnet"-llp In 1984-8.'!. He wm lcleclcd fht tellm 
A1J-cttio as a senior lll)(j i.eccmd le.am M a iunlor Md win a two-time fint team All· 
Eastern DiUrict,Afl..QVAC lllld All-Pioneer \'alley Coofer= bonom=. He abo p:utk
lpabl ln the Ohio North-South A1J.Star dauk fol.lowin;: a ICnior llCa50fl where tbe 5-
fO £11111U a~ DR thm:i 21 points per pim:. 

ln baseball, lne crmiltrnt-hlttlng ml =-handa:I &bJmlop be]ped lhe Hawks to the 
Ohio Cb:sJ A 5l.m dmnpiomhip iu n 1C11ior (1985) as well ris the tlVAC .llld PVC tltla. He earned flrM kmll 
Ail-Ohlo,All-~ District, Ail-OVAC am All-PVC hooocs in:! WU ~ frr the Ohio Bmeball AD-Sw
Sok,, 

He a1Jo =i,"ro All--Eastem DWrict, All..QVAC wd AD.PVC 111:CObdcs followln&: bu ~ (196.3) 
inljlmkr(l984)-. 

After IU1ldoa1loo HmnaJ;.,i pulled off a me MckxiblcM wbeu hb ~ kam - lDdllUlll State Unlvcmty -
lli!vano:d lo the NCAA DiVWOD I C.OUC~ World Saia in 1986 and tbal. - aeasoo, he ployed for the 
Mayamtl PtJlt (i(,6 k'fill wblch advanced lo the AJJErican uition Wcrid Series. Hmmahs WM voted MVP of 
the~ tourJ\.ClrrCDt 11w ~ !Ind 1>,TI11 tbe UJllimlle S1uw:r Awml for the hlibeu batting avenge in 
-play. 

At IwJMa Stale, lhmwtl was a thre,e~ AlJ.Mi:slOUli Valley O.U= performer (1987-&9) and WM 
an NCAADlvblon IAII-Alrrirnn followinll his~ ycar(l989). 

He WllS 1 16th round chft pick of the Mllw?.Ub:: B~, playins in th.cir fvm 1ystem from 1989-93. 
Hannah., U ~~~~and wd twebaD coao:b at Uncoln Trail Collqr, 1n Robimw, llliooi!. 
He prevkmly for ,even ycan at hil alma mak:f- lndi.aoa St&lc Unh'eflity. 

Geno Ford (Alhlote. 199(1,) 

Gnut Fan/ (Cambrid~ HIP School, CLm of 1993) adiicvcd the uhlmt.te t.xioc 
of• hl.::b IChool bulctball player in the rute of Ohio wbco be was ac[em,d MMr. 
Bcl:etha.J.r following hb ICruOf ~-
~ .5-8 llwpshooter RnWicd • w:Uar four-year career with the Bobctl1!I iu Oblo·~ 

IICCOlld tJl-time ludin8 ICOl-cr with 2,680 point• which !Ibo~ IU the 0VAC's 
Ill-time hip-water lllllTL 

Fonl'& IWOC 11bo oppun lo the OH SAA rccon1 book le the ronowing categoric,: 
m free throWJ made In a ICIIJOf\ (1991-921, flm tJl--tlrnc; tfJ7 free throwt made In 
11 cm= (1989-93), ~ 1111-timc; and 928 polOO in II ll'ilOO (1991-92), acventh 

'"--PlayiD'1 fer Jill father, hl.::h]y-wca:mlll C'.ambridF coocb Gelle Ford, Geno amed AlHJb\o DMdon 
II fitJt lellm accolades following both his jllllior nnd ienlor =· He was abo a two-time All-Ea!tcm 
Dmrlct Dhbloil II "Player of the Year~ and two-time All-OVAC Class 4-A f1nt team pid. 

Fonl went OD to bc,;ome a four-,= lellmTUm at Ohio Unlvenlty, earning All-Mill Amerlcan 
Conference !leeond team homn 11J a junior ( 1996) lllll.l fin;t IC-llm pllllUJ:lts Z1J a ~ ( 1 'HI). He U the fifth 
all-time leadln11 = at OU with 1,752 points. Ooc of the !00!,t popu1M players at OU, Fon.I b:lped lhc 
Bobet.II to ooc NCAA and one NIT appearance: dwing hh c:a:i=r. 

following l]1ldwition,he ~ed U II gradllllie nuittant (1998-99) anJ al-'.li:rtaJlt coach (1999--2001) al 
Ohlo Univcrtlty; was bead coacb for one llelUOll &t DivWoo II Shawnee State Unlvcnity (2001-02), 
lcldlng his team to a 22-10 record lltld camlng American ~ Conference MCoacb of the YCIC" 
honcn: served u llll IWbtaot coach at Kent ~ Univc.nlty •Ince the 2002-03 ICilOII. 

Class 
of 

2005 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

47 

Amy Gamble (Alhlote • 19"°') 

Am]" Gturlhl# (1olm Mloh.lll Hi&h School, Class of 19&2) ii ooe of the Ohio Valley'■ 
grc.akst female athlete, of ml time. Gambk aa:lled in three ~ - buketball, tnid:. 
DD:iwc='■ hardbii.Ji. 

Sbo bcaimc Mlnball Coonty'■ fin! Ol}'lllPUlll when &be compdal with the U.S. 
Women'• Handha1l Tham in the 1988 □llllfl bcki ID Seoul, l((ff.ll. Earlier, the U.S. 
Women Wtt-c crowned u champk,m of the Pan Ammam Ga:ine,. 

Gtmbk WIii sekcted !IS the~ Virgin.iii W(lflX()'I Bamtball Playa of the Yem- In 
1982 lll'lef kading .k»m Manhal1 to the !Lile Class AAA cbampk,ruhip. Sbc a~ 
I3 p:tlnb nl 18 rcliomds ou a 2:z.J rcc:ord learn which 1\-enpj iii only km by ilcfca:t
lcg Ellinl iD the ltDIC fl!WI, CllptaJn of the All-5.tatc Team, Gamble WM • tlllO--tlme Clius AAA firn-<=::n 
l:ioinec. Sh: WU chosen Ail-OVAC and All-VllikJ three IIIaigbt ycan. 

She was the flnl Thll-lS girls' ba:skttwl pctformcJ to ICOfC roon: th.■c I !OJ p:rlntJ and the Initial Mooa:ch 
a1hlde to hllve hex _jcrgcy rrtimi. SI-= scued 1,498 c= p:iirb. 0iimble was ranked III the No. 4 ~· 
b1iw:tba11 pltyer In the country her~ KBSCm wm1 was rwncd to the fttrntk, Sll'W &. Smhh and USA 
Today All·~ teams. 

Rectulted try TCMC:'ilCX,sbc played u a bad.up oo the 1983 l..lldy \bl,' ,qual that finished us the NCAA 
bimanc1t rwtncn-up, ~ to the ~I Milkr-lo:I Stuhern Gtl powetbouse. She left TCDDC:SICC ill the cllll 
of that 1CMOO. md lrmlfcmtl to We!t \lliiinla Univenity but played Juu ooe ,eawc bcfin deciding VJ try 
..,.,,, ••• 1,. 

After her~ in the Olympic, Gmoble returned to ba.<.lctba1l BOO cmolkd &t the Unlvenlty of 
Ari= Despnc having jm.i ooe IC!I:$('(\ of eligibility rmwning,Gambk WM the te:MI'~ kadl:ng Wlftt ■rid 
&be emnetl Padlk-10 Con!= player oftbc week l=b. 

Her high l:Chool ITl'lcl: Clll'eCI" wiu also brilliam, u Gamble set lllllUt'fCW lovimtiooal med: lllld 0VAC recooh 
in the wot put and the dlscm. She C$Ul:illikd all-time 0VAC wodaro.l lc botb e\'Cllll and was a WcU Vu-ginla 
ltiue dw:mpioo in both~- She WU a tJree-timc A1J.V&Ilcy tn=. 

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Alhlote • 1950,J 

Yld:t ~I (Wella\iJle High Scbool. CiUII of 1987) is believed by many 
Welilvillc rrndcnu to be one of the grcllCU atbJetc:, In the ll.":000!.'a ~. altc11ed IO 
by her lndoctioo m a memba of Wcll.nille I-Ugh School'• Athletlc of Faune inaugunil 
Qas8of2f04. 

During her WP ICbool =• Pullie-Sdt:I coUc,;b:l I~ fim-pOO:: finishes at Ibo 
DIDIUal Cal Giffin 0VAC Track CJwnpk,nah:lps und Bbe wm !lclccieJ as the 111U '1'nt:I,; 
Athlete of the Year" tl=c tlmcl. She afso earned both A1J. v.illey .m..l An-Eam-m D!:wict 
\.atn1J four~~- Sh: was a two-\l:n:E loog~ dwnp!oo-■t the Dbiohlgh school 
ltalC: meet llll.l WZ1J II runner-up iD the 20J mctcn. 

In ,·o!Je}'ball, she WU twice &elected m the team MVP and earned All-~ (thral 
ti:meol),All·Ea:skm District (lwlcc-), andAll-OVAC (twice). Torte t.imcs !h:: 1'o'llll omnctl to the All-Col~ 

°"'"""""· In b.mdb.ill, WC Jal the 1987 Lluy 1i~ to the Wile finals. Ha 27·1 r=d Welh\'illc kDlll ended ooe 
oftbe nmon·1 kmgc.st bau.ctbafl muu 111 108 when tbcTI.icn dcfeaa:d w~ Hoinrl lo IOOrnllnCOI play. Sb::: 
■cored more than 1,400 pomlJ an! coUectctl rmn: than PP 80J reboood! wbili ~ the Tigm to II lhree
year rero:tl of 66-8. Pullie-Stum wm d:n5cn 0VAC "Player of the Year" tlw 8eaSOII lll1d wu I two-lnIE 
All-Ohio bonclftt, She mo earned All-Valley and All•Aml ~ three l:illY:S each OIi the bani wood. 

AU klld, we wrm 11 vanity JcttEn and v.as ,clcL'faJ m the Aucrican Legion 1987 Ohio StDte "Athlcll: of 
the Yea". Sbe went Oil to play coOcp!lte bl5kcthtll al Ohio Slllle and wa, 1 nxmb:r of the 1989 Bock.eyes' 
'1qUad th■t WOil the Bi~ Ten Confatnee chmipkmhip. Sbc grained pmooa] bomn 1>,"hcn in 1990 abe Wal 

5clectcd IIJ Oblo State I bc5t defcmlve player, tc:am MVP IUd Bii,: 'Jh bcnnbk mentlo!l. Twice, &ho was 
dcd~ 11J the CDDfereocc'• player of the -wctl. 

Autlltlonally, Pullie camctl • gold medal with the Nonb Tum la the 1989 U.S. Ofympic Festival, b::W in 
NlXt!Wl, OU.. 

Stephanie Petho (Alhlote. 199D,J 

Supluutk 1"rtlt.a (SL Johll C'.entnll, Clwi of 1992) mua.hu the mcaruring 11:icl ror 
female buu:tball greatnen In the 0VAC. 

The Fipti141 lrW! ll=c-aports lumbwy re-wrote the St. John Central and 0VAC 
■coring boob dwfog her cveer on Guernsey Street The 5-7 ~ finldted 
hcf four.year career with 2,6()7 points which is tir,t In confC!COCC annals md ltl1l 
mnkJ lilth in the l1llc of Ohio. 

Petho WZIJ IICCcrued flliMtt.rn Afi-OVAC all four yClfl. The Be~ Mtivc 
earned All-Ohio hooon ~ y=. culminat:icg by belni: camcd the 1tate"1 Division 
IV "Plziyu of the Year" following a &ca.SOil In whkb W avenged II ltaggcrlni 37.1 
polnts•a=-

A.'I 11junior, &he tamed 35.9 poiDts per gaIIE iD leadma her Lady Irish tc.llJllJll3tes to 11 22-3 ra:ortl a berth 
in the OHSAA fC'iional tw:mameIIL She was namcJ fim team All-Ohio t.fla wxln;: 910 j'?ints that 
winter alone. Petbo twice cnrlcd the 50-polnt pmte.lni In n game, ICOf!ni: !17 ag.a.inst Shadyside t.lld 56 
ripln$1 TOfOlltO. 

The two-year w.rter at the Univcnity of Pittsburpi cmricd St. John Central lo four 0VAC champl
on'1llp1 in bastetbtJI IIJ1d Ill overall 75-16 m:onl. Pctho 'IV1lt, no ooe-sport wooda-, abo starting in vol
leybtJJ and tract durini her prep =r. She earned All-OVAC in volleyball ha junior and scnior yean. 

In track, Petho b one of the va.lley'• all<-tlme ~ thn:Jwcn, cam.Ing five 0VAC gold mrotJi In the 
weight events - tl=c in the dbcu., rmd two ln the sJwl put. Petho toucd the platter II ldiool·rcc.ord 
121-7 en routc to a rcaional champlomhip IIOO a third-place i,howiog in the 1tate meet 1:1 a_lunkr. 

She c-llJlPCtl her hlgb JChool c= by being JW1led co-v.dcdktorian or ba K"nlor clim and~ went on 
to bccomc lltl A=icrnk All-Amcricnn at Pitt. Wb\lc th=, .tic led the team In ICCriag In the 1994-95 
ICaSOII, ~ the career free throw pm,cotagc leader (81.4) rmd b 14tbo11 the all-t~ arocina llit. 

Rudy Mumley (OVAC 'Family') 

Rttd]" M~ (Whce[in'1 HJib School, Dau of 1936). Jf Rudy Mumlcf1 heart M.I 
measured by the liu ofhl.s Jo,~ for hm fellow nm md women, II ncvCf could bavc flt 
Im.Ide hi.I body. 

Mumky, an educator, o,:knlnlstrator, lwmanitarlan, dynamic orµni=" and charity 
fuoo..tlWCf, 5CfVed the 0VAC and the re1t of Ohro Valley iD many different, but~ 
np. He-, ll two-tim: Jl{CWCIII, cJwter mcmbef of the confttencc'1 fuohtim 
Board, taVedm the footbafl md bllJketb.tll commirtcel and-~ llltl loog-

: & '%::i ~ ~~ ~ ~7ti ~He llso ~ ~VJ\C 
r-esJdc:nt durla5 the 1%7~ IChool year. To b:lp the game &et off the gmuiid, Mlllllky 
once mortgaged bis home to llclilcv~ the financJna tw:e(icd for the inaugural 0VAC-~conbt in 1'172. 
He also WU a great~ of the 0VAC wrestlin; ICUTWI£!11. 

A r;ra:1ualc of old WbceUnJ Hid! School ~ W61. Llbcrty Stale Collcee with • a=ta"A deire,e from 
WV0, Mwnley ,crved In th: Air Poree durin& World War Il imd was m:allal during the Korean confllct. 
He taui1,hl at Powhatim. Shady~ and Smit.bficld High &boob befin being iippollllcd p:rinclJ}ll 11. Wanm 
Como6datcd Hi~ Tiltocs~llle in 1964. ~ ~ipal at Yort,-JDe Hl.::b. Later, whro the 
~~

11 1979
_ Dutrict Wlll formcd,bc • lit Bud.eye South t.lld rcnmiDcd there untll 

Mllll1ky, who..,.. born in 1918 and died In 1999, allO fll)vided grcll. ICl"Vicc to the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dawer Dan Oub m:I his college alma makr, West Liberty Stale. Rudy WU. member of~ Cappa- Dan 
Board of Oim:sat fer some 2!I yem end was bantpict co-dialrmac six times. At \Veg Uhcrty. be cam:::d a 
me t.nr as a ooo-atbkle when be was Inducted Into the ICOOOl'1 Atbktlc Hall of Fa:n:E In 1985. He: wu pres, 
ldcn1 of the Hillloppen,' Alumni MIJXJ■tlon IUld the Fowidatioo. Among ttr llUlllCtUUI bonon he ~vai 
lnckidc: tbc Roben "Mc Ke Ivey AWW aDd Mllrl of the Yar boDcn from the~ Dae Oub; WLSC Gokl 
in! Bid. Achimment Awanl and~ CoJJqe fuwcnl'• Awvd, alooc with the Warwoo::I Uom Oub'1 
Citizen oftbe Year Aw■nl In 1981. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL Of FAME INDUCTEES 
Agnes Timmons (OVAC 'Fnmlly'} 

Agne, 71imnu11¥ (Scio High School, Class of 1942). Tiiis Octogenarian started coach
ing pickup girls' basketball teams at Barnesville High School in !946 when there were no 
!lehool-sanctioned girls' pmgrwns for member schools of the OVAC. Shc was a ~iris' 
physical education teacher al the time, after having 1,'Indun1L-d from Denison Universny in 
Granville. Ohio. 

Tnnmons considered it pru1 of her job as a phys ed teacher to organiz.e whatever athletic 
teams she could because ~he wai1ted the girls to have some competition and experience the 
fun of playing organized sports. She would join with teachers from other schoob in the 
area inrerestcd in doing the same thing to schedule games. They also had to hire their own 
officials and provide tmnsportation to the game sites. 

Timmons left teaching alter 1948 to begin raising a family. After having four children, she returned to her 
tew:hing and coaching career at Barnesville in 1962. Timmo113 coached volleyball nnd basketball even though it 
wasn't until June of 1972 that TIiie IX was enacted, demanding equal sport3 opportunities for gir!s. She was asked 
by then OVAC clecutive secretary Sam Mumley to host und ser.·e !IS director of the first conforeuce volleyball 
championship tournament which was he!d at Bl!Oleavi!le High. Timmons coached basketball and track umil well 
into the I 980's, but continued her duties with the volleyball team until her retirement from lelli:hing in I 99 ! , She 
also coached softha!l for one year when her daughter played because the talented youth also wanted to compete 
as a member of the tr.ick and field tearn. lbe school district would only permit that to happen ifTimrnons coached 
both sports, which she did. 

Even today, Timmons remains close to the Barnesville athletic program, Through this past seaso11, she served a~ 
the anno=r for the Shanuocks • boys nnd girls haskethall games, as well as for the home volleyball matches. She 
also ha! been the announcer and part of the committee for the OVAC volleyhall toumament for over 30 years. Last 
winter, the the11 80..year-old Timm0t1s was called back into the coaching ranks when Barnesville needed someone 
to help out with the volleyball squad. Agnes coached the jayvccs nnd thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

Her track teams were perennial contenders for OVAC titles and several volleybaU teams advanced to the district. 

Bob Burton (Coaches) 

Robert W. (Hob) Burton (Magnolia High School, Class of 1957) coached several 
sports at Pudeo City High Schoo!, but b most remember for a sparkling 38-year 
career as head boys' basketball coocb (1963-2001) where he amassed a reconl of 
554-327, 

During his tenure, the Wi!dcat5 won 21 sectional championships; eight regional 
titles; finished as state runner-up twice {1972 and '82) and captured the West 
Virginia C!nss A championship twice (1973 and '87). Paden City had 28 winning 
seasons under Burton, including nine 20-wln campaigus, and won five OVAC Class 
A championships (1971, '75, '92, '93 and '94). 

Burton received the West Virginia "Coach of the Year" honor in 1986 and was selected to coach in the 
OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic several times as well ag the West Virginia North-South All-Slaf Game 
in 1987, He was a member of the West Virginia Basketball Coaches Association, the State Coaches 
Committee and the OVAC Basketball Committee. 

Burton a!so served as an assistant coach in football at Paden City for 18 yearn, serving on the Wildcats' 
staff during two state championship seasons (1970 and '79); coached track for more than 30 years, 
winning several OVAC Class A and Intra-State League championships; coached cro&s country for two 
years and golf for one season; was assistant baseba!J coach for three years; and spent more than a decade 
as athletic director. 

As an athlete, Burton was a three-sport atbk-te at Magnolia, earning al!-Wcst Virginia honors in football 
in 1955. At the college level, he was nho a three-sport performer, playing football at Kent State University 
and then football, basketball nnd tennis after transferring to West Liberty State Col!ege where he bttadun!ed 
in 1961. He then n:ceived a master's degree in education from We~t Virginia University in 1968. 

John 'Corky' Vrotsos (Coa,hesJ 

John "Corky"Vroaos (Martin~ Ferry High School, Cl!l!ls of 1946) not only initiated 
the sport of wrestling nt his alma mater, he quickly estnblisbed himself as one of the 
premier mat coaches in conference history. 

Vrotsos guided the Purple Rider grapp!ers from 1957-68, leading his team to ~even 
cunsccutive OVACToumament champlonshi[l!J (1961-67) along with sL,; straight Ohio 
District Tournament titles. His teams finished rnnked in Ille top IO in the state four times 
(1959, '60, 0 63 and '64) and t11e best finish at the state tournament WM a fifth place 
effort in 1960. 

During his tenure, Vrotsos coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Ohio State ! ' 
Tournament qualifiers, including lO state place-winners and one state champion (175-
pounder John Sconlos in 1964). Ferry's dual meet record during the Vrotsos years was 85-20-1, including 
unbeaten ~awns in !964 and '67. 

The initial inductee into the Mnrtins Ferry High School Wrestling Hull of Fame in 1994 and the 1978 
recipient oftl1e OVAC Wrestling Tournament's "Mr. Mat. Award", he served as tournament director for l11e 
OVAC, sectional and district tournaments aft.er yielding the coaching post. 

In addition to serving us be.id wrestling coach, Vrotsos wm1 also an assistant in football and track for the 
Puip!e Riders. He wns on the footba!l staff during Ferry's run of three consecutive undefeated seasons (1959-
61) and fonr OVAC championships (abu 1963). 

As nn athlete, he was a three-year letterman in football and basketball m Martins Ferry. In football, he was 
a center·llnebacker under legendary coach Fred Thomas, r,laying center and linebacker on the 194-1 and '45 
OVAC championship squads,eaming all-conference "AA' honorli ns a senior. He played guard in basketball 
under coaches Floyd Baker and Ralph Gartrc!I.After serving in the wmy, Vrotsos then attended West Liberty 
State Co!lege,grnduating in 1951. He was a three•year varsity football player for the Hill toppers and a mem
ber of two undefcatcrl teams that pfaycrl in bowl games. (Smokey Mountain Bowl and Pylliian Bowl), 

Walter Heil comdaI,J 

ff'itlter Hell (Bellaire High, Class of 1923) was n.•gunled as one of the deans or 
Ohio Valley officiating thanks to a career that spanned some 38 years and involved 
three sports. 

He began OJJ a bnseball umpire in 1926 then added football in 1928 and basketball 
in 1929, working couutless ganie~ until finally hanging up his whistle at the age or 62. 

Heil officiated football and basketball at the high school, collegiate and profes
sional levels. He worked five West Virginia High School State Tournaments, five 
West Virginia Catholic High School State Touniaments and three West Virginia 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Tournaments. He also officiated in the semi-pro 
Continental Football League, which featured the Wheeling lronmen. 

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Officials, the West Virginia Officials Association and the 
International Association of Approved Basketball officials and was 

honored for length of ~ervice by each of these organizations. 
After retiring as an active official, Heil assnmed the role of commissioner of both basketball and foot

ball officials for the Ohio Valley Athletic Conrerence, a position he held from 1965-7(). 
He was a charter member of the Bellaire High Athletic Wall of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the 

OVAC's Robert DaW$on Officials'Awani. 
Heil worked for Weirton Steel Corporntion and was a resident of Yorkville until bis death in 1970. 
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Doug Hnff (Media) 

Do11g H11ff (Magnnlia High School, Class of 1961). This native of New Martinsville 
haq been writuig sports since the age of 12, his first "job" being with the Wetzel 
De11wcmt, a weel;:\y paper ln his home town. Hnff joined The lntelligenn-r OJJ associate 
sports editor in 19671 a position he held until 1978 when he was nametl M that paper's 
sports editor, remainmg_ m that position until his retirement in 1999, He previously was 
spnns editor of the Fmnnom lime$ and worked on the sports staff of the Dominl0t1 
News in Morgantown, 

While the sports chief of TT1e Intel/igmcer, Huff originated All-Valley Boys 
Basketball lllld Baseball selections in 1968, plus the OV All·Sfll?l:IS, School and Atl1lete 
Awards and the All-OV Scholar-Athlete ~lections. He compiled Ohm Valley !llld West 
Virginia records for football, basketball and baseball,alnng with hi~torical material on OVAC schools,coach
es l!Ud athletes. Sinc_e 1979, he hM been t11e Executive Secreiary-Treasurer of the W,Va. S~ Wri~s 
Association after havmg previously ~rved as the president and football all-state borutl chalnnan, Huff also is 
on the Board of Directors of the Football Writers Association nf America and the National Sportscasters & 
Sports Writen1 As=iation. 

Among the numerous bnnors he hM achieved include: induction into the National High School Sports Hall 
of Fame (1999\: state sport5 writer of the year nine times; West Virginia University School of Journalism PJ, 
Reed Life Achievement Award (1999)_; Magnolia High Schou] Athletic Boostm Life Achievement Award 
(1990); W.Va. Sports Writers Association Geue Morehouse Award (1992); Upper Oblo Valley Dapper Dnn 
Club's Robert McKclvey Award ( 1994). 

He i~ the author of Sports in West Virginia, "A Pictorial History" (1979) and also of the National High 
Schoo! Football and Basketball Rcconl Books (200!-21X12). Doug also en-authored "How to Watch Sports on 
TV ... And Enjoy It." Since 1975. he has been a hlgh school contributing editor of Street and Smith magazine 
and compiles their pre-season schoolboy All-America teams for football, boys' basketball and baseball. 

~~isu~~ ti~1~i~~cl ~ki~~
1~r ~:~~df~:1~~~1~:~r~= ~-~~~~~~~~f~ili1:Jf:J\~; 

basketball selections for Parade and EA Sports. 

George Strager (Coa,hesJ 

George Stmgtr(McKecsfl{)rt, Pa. High School,Oass of 1943) bus often been callcrl 
the "dean" of Ohio Valley !ugh school football coaches tlmnks to a highly-successful 
cureer tlmt spanned sume 38 years ( 1950-87) at five different schoofs. He posted a 
career coachmg record of 246 wins, ! 15 losses and 15 ties which stood as the a\l·time 
valley recant until eclipsed in 2004 by Jay Cin:osta of Woodsfield/Monroe Central. 

Strnger'~ coaching career began in 1950 at tiny Sistersville High School, compiling 
a 42-22-3 record in seven seasons there and leading the Tigers to the West ViJ¥ima 
Class A state championship in 1953. He moved on to Clarksburg Notre Dame High for 
four years as bead football and basketball coach (1957.60), going 24-]{I 011 the grid- L _ __:..!..__ 
iron and leuding the basketball team to the West Virginia Class A state semifinals. Next 
caine a three-year stint at Wllecling Central Catholic (1961-63) which featured two undefeated regular 
seasuns and a mark of 21-9-1. The 1962 team lost to 01arlestou Catholic in the inaugural West Virginia 
Catholic State Championship game, but the next year SlrUger·s team a yen~ that loss to win the crown. Up 
next was a five-year stay nt Cambridge High (1964-68), posting a 25-23-w record. 

He then began a legendary 19-year run at St. Clain1vi!le High m 1969, tun1ing his tr.idemark "belly series" 
to a reconl of J 34-51-9 tbere. His Red Devil teams posted three undefeated season$ (!969, '77 and '85) and 
the 1983 squad earned tl1e schoors firnt-ever trip to the OH SAA playoffs and the 19116 team udvanced to the 
state semifinals before Jru;ing a heart-breaker to Chagrin Falls Kenston. 

Str.1ger·s top honors included induction into the Ohio High Schoo! Football Coache~ Hall of Fame in 
1998; Ohio Valley Foo1ba1! Couches Association Hall of Fame in 1991; i;e]ection as OVAC Coach of the Year 
iu 1979 and '87; and recognition by tlie Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley in 1992. He also coached 
in the OVAC AII-Stur Charity Football Classic twice (1972 lllld '87). 

A graduate of Salem College, Strager passed uway in 1990, but bis memory lives on in the f01m of the 
George Strnger Memorial Football Camp and Scholarship Program as well us the "George Stniger Evening 
with t11e Starn" dinner held in conjunction with the OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic. 

Chester Grossi (Officials) 

Chester Grossi (Weir High School, Class of 1940) began officiating in 1942,claim
ing to be "drafted" into officiatin_g by fellow honoree Walter Heil because many offi
cials had been lost due to the mihtarv draft. 

His love of sports saw him enter th'e world of officiating, not only in football, butabo 
in baskethnl! and basebnll. He retired from officiating m 1987 after 45 years. During 
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Virginia Catholic State basketball and football playoff games as well as games in tl1e 
West Vlrgill!a Intercol!eglate Athletic Conference and the United Football League. He 
is a life member of the Ohio Val!ev Board of Officials and the West Vhginia football 
and Basketball Officials' kl=iatlon. He WM tl1e 1997 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials' 
Award and was honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 

As an athlete at Weir, Grossi plul·ed footbul! for coach Carl Hamill from 1936-39 and during that time, tlie 
Rcrl riders won 27 straight games. le received a football scholarship to West Liberty State College where he 
played for Coach Joe Barte!\ in 1941 lllld after World War II. 

He grad!lllted from West Liberty with a bachelor·s degree in political science, returning to Weir High School 
as a teacher and assistant conch. He le!l tl1e education field to enter into the investment and insunm.ce businesg 
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Association and is an honorary national president of ISDA; a member of the board of t11e Upper Ohio Valley 
Italian Heritage Festival; the Weirton Council 3734 Knights of Columbus and an officer of their Founh 
Degree; a life member of Post JO of the American Ugion; board member of Camp Fire USA; the Weirton 
Elks; and is a member of the West Liberty State College Foundation's Finance Committee, Hall of Fame 
Commit«:e, H!l!toppers Athletic Club and a Hfe member of the Alumni Association. 

He was inducted into the West Liberty State College Hall of Fame and was honored by the West Virginia 
Northern 

Alex Groza (Athlete~ J940sJ 

AlexGroza (Martins Feny High School,Class of 1944). This 6-fnot-7, 220..pouruler 
led the Purple Riders to two straight undcfellted regular seasons in basketball and to 
the Ohio state tournament both years. Martins Fcuy finished 24-1 in 1943 and 26-1 the 
following season. The Purple Riders won the first OVAC Class AA basketball 
championship iu 1944 as Groza scored a valley reconl 628 points (a mark later broken 
by 2004 OVAC Hall of Fame inductee Ken Alessi). Grozn scored 41 vs, Tiltonsville. 
He WUJJ an al!-cunference and all-Ohio firnt-team selection. 

A!el( was tl1e top scorer and rebounder on the University of Kentucky"s "Fabulous 
Five," which won bnck"to-back NCAA titles in 1948 and '49, with Groza beiug named 
the tournament MVP both years. He was a three-time all-Southeastern Conference 
choice and a two-time consensus All-American. He set 22 individual SEC record~. Gruz.a still nmks seventh 
on Kentucky's a!l-time scoring list with 1,744 points. A!ei(s jersey number (15) was retired by the school. 
Groza and four of his UK teammates •- Ralph Beard, Wallace Joues, Cliff Barker and Kenny Rollins -
won a gold medal as U.S. Olympians at the London Games in 1948. Groi.a, in 1949, Wllll nained tlie Hehns 
Foundation Basketba!l Player of the Year. In a I 950 Associated Press nationwide po!! of sportS writers select
ing llie \ending athletes of the half.century, Alex was chosen as one of the five top-rated basketball players. 

In the NBA, Grozn averaged 225 points in 130 pro games with tl1e Indianapolis Olympian~ in 1950 and 
'51, He coached Be!lannine (Ky.} College from 1959 through 1966. The school had never won II basketball 
ch!lll1pionship before Grm:a 's tenure. He led the Knights to the Kentucky Intcn::ol!egiate Athletic Conference 
regular season and toumamem title in 1963, after which he was named the league coach of the year. 

Groza later i;ervcd 11s business mnuager and then assistant to the president of the ABA's Kentucky 
Colonels before becoming geneml manager of the San Diego Conquistadon1 until the franchise folded. He 
then served as GM of a profossional volleyball team for one year before joining Reynolds Metals in 1977 as 
a regional sale.s manager. 

Grow died of lung cancer at his home in San Diego on January 21, 1995. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (Alhlde. 1950,) 

Cluzrln L ''Clutd'' Hroo#] (WMWOOd Hid! School, Clan of 1954) 111"111 a flnt team 
tJI-West VUEin1a and ull-OVAC tocllc In 1953, He lett=d Jn football,~ IIOO 
baseb.tlL Ai 11 ~. he aoo competc:d for .11.11 indepeooc:nt All•Ame:rlc. boyi 

"""""'"''"""· The: Weit Vqlnia Unh·en!J.y gnid1141e is rull the only MOOIJWIICCr athktc to letter In 
five iporu: -footbdll, ~. w=ilini, tratl and ,'lrimmiog. In football be played 
i!IMd, cco!e:r, and i.bX-badJ:r while earning AU-Soulhcm Conf= bnucls Ihm: 
ltrllght ye:n. Abo the kcig mapper oo gpecW tewu, Howiey WM ~leccerl a., a thlrtJ.. 
kmI1 All-Amcrica!l hit IC1l!or year. Howley, at 6-2, 220 JX)tllllb, Wij condlJera.l lO be: 
ooe of the f.isteu linem:o In WVU history. He stmted In lhree college all-star ,ame11 -
~-West Shrloc: Game, Sffikor Bowl and the College Football All-Sim- G11m1:. He lcttctetl for the 
Moontalnem Oil the trllmJ)otiiie in gJ,mnastiC3, 11 !arywelght In lllfffillni:, ~ IIOO wcigh.tmm:i in tra::lr. 
and II diver in rwinnnlng. in 1957, Howley was~ as the Wat Vll'ginia. Amateur Athle1e of the Year. 

Ht: wm an NA.. fim-rnt.llld dnft choice (J9j8) of the Chlc!q:o Bears - only the third MOU111Dinca sckct
cd In the opening round. He played a year mt.I • hill in Chicago b:fo,e beln! ridellned by ll .eri0!3 kfE:e 
Injury. Howley Wllli back borne: ln Wbttllni:: worUn11 a.t a gaii rulion in 196 WOOi the expamioa Dallas 
Cawbcrys tl"IIIJed two draft pleb flX" hl:m. The: ex-Bear decided to Jdvc h ooe more try and wound up rtllrtin11 
at oulJide !iJrbackr 12 ycan for the Cowboy,, fflJTIUl, all-pu Ln.uds 1U lime!J. He IUl:red In two Super 
Bowb. The 1971 game uw Howley intrn;q,t two passn and recover ll fumble to earn M\T boron in a 
16-13 Jou to the Baltino-e Col13.. I-le n:ma:io.J the only player oo a 1osmi ~ 10 be ldected in the s~ 
Bowl's 1001t vAluab!e player. In 1972,he help:d the Cawboyi wins~ Bowl VI over the Miami Dolphim 
by lnlerceplin& a Bob Gnc:sc pail to set up I IOOChdown. 

Howky iJ a mcmba of the ',','eM \11:q:lob Sp:m Wdkn Aswcill:ioo, WVU, Upper Ohio Vliley Dapper 
Dan Oub and City ofWbocling lw11 of fame. 

Mike Sherwood (Athlet,. 1960,J 

Mia Sim-wood (Bcllalre High School, Oas8 of 1967). Thi1 wft--ipo,m:l athletic 
~ ntes 'Nilh Bellaire Hldi', ~-tinx ~warn in both football md basle!ball. 
He~ !be 19&:i Bl, fum lo a 9-1 = !13 a ieIDOC forCOICh Don Ault. 

It"""'""'""""'''= of tho""' pep ,rid"""" m Oruo V,J]ey """"· Sbawood kd !be OVAC' with 201D pa.m1 !Mt (.ill a, he~ 73 of no~ f(X' a 66A 
~ and anw,-;aJ mm, tlwl !,400 ymla wi:tb~our ~-

He wu juit 11:1 imfxes;h~ on the banhirood flX' le cotd:J. C1Mre Cribbs. The 
..... eiet~ 6-1 guard wu a two-yellf rurter flX' the B ~ aw RlrJ)USCd the 
J ,(0)-pointplit=-i while c:zimlngAll-Ohlo bonoB. He avcn&ed 25.3 point, 1 pmc In 
~ lhc Blij Red, to a 17-4 record.Al a junior, he aveniieif 25 p:rints d: game. He 

~~~:.r~and~~-~~~i':u~~St. 
Fol!owln; hb illumioul prep cuc:a, Shi:twood ~ a football !!CbolarBlup lo Vtbt Virginia 

Unlvemty. whcte hh father earlier played. After =Wilcm the~ tem1 he llartcd Ill qw:rtciba,ck 
flX' thrtt lttSOIIS. Al a IIOpbomce,k ~ flX' l:IME: 2 ~ while eaabliJ,f,;.; a school~ with 
416 yw,;iJ; apJrut rivlll Plo,wmpktlml:-27 of 37 passes. fuilihed the yev ~Tth !n lhl: ll!IOO!l, 11va-
aging 198 oaulM vmu a anme. The "Mourrwnccn 'A-ffit 7-3 !hat fall. Sherwood kd !be~ to 1 
25-7 i-eca,l Jn bli three ycarll, Including 11 10-1 mmk Md a Pead! B□w] win hit acn:ior ~- He still nmkJ '°""" WVU="""" io ""'1off=, """°''""'•""'""'""""'" ond_,, TDP""',,_. 
i:ng eltide□cy and completio(i pen:cntage. He WM 1:tlecied to pl..lly fo the 1970 Bhic-Oray Gaine and woo 
the Ira E, Roi:!~ Awml the urn: y=. Sherwood WU 11bo ~ All-East ~ht 1970. A member of 
!be All-Tune WVU 19S0-69 F.ra team, S~ wm inducted Into !be WVU Hall of Fame: In 1997. 

Aftef ~ he rlllyaj on !It WVU IOO wa., 11 ~ IW!llW!t for Bowden aod Fnnk 
Clpettl. Re 'A-ffit to Bethany ColJcge lo serve 11:1 offl!lLUve coadinallr from 1974-78 under bis bl;h ~ 
oo,xn, IniAalt. Sherwood n:tumcrl to hL'I prep IUlllll makr, ftCn'lllg as the Bl& Reds' head Cll!ICh from 1980-
84. ~ a 26-12-lreconi. He wu ni.mcilf.mkrn District Cooch of the Yetir In 1982. He became the 
~•1 a1hldJc diJa:toc In 1984 and II curre□lly the bl&Ji ~ prlncipi!.I. 

John 'Fuzzy' Fllliez <Alhkle. mo.) 
Jalr,1 Fil&::. (Magoolb H~ School, 1973). The fint OVAC a!h1cte l□ eamAJJ-W. Va. 

finl team boron In fro.htll, lmkdball and baseball mo 511:t !Ill NCAA pw r=lvlng 
record~ ~ Univatity. 

N'idJ:1mmJ "Fully" becau,e of hb bu:5by ro:l hllr, the Blue Eai\es' ,...Ide =i-rcr
defemlve bad. k-d the Ohio ¼Iky in pll:SI rec:eMng yard, hh last two ICUOQ:'I llld ended 
hb Cllfee:r with 81 Cltchea far I AJ4 ymb IOd 16 toudmwm in ttgular tcUOll p13y. I□ 
ml i:eJlHr ICtllOll, MaplOUa went 10-2 v.ith II WIC C1au AA Mtllerllp fi:iriih ta 

RI~ with Mllgnoliti'a all--f.late qua:rte:rb:rl Brim Book to klld the W. Va. All- • 
Stan to I vk1ory ova- Ohio la the liUllllf OVAC All-Star~ It Who:ling Wand. 

In balketbell, the guard &V!711gc:d IQ point, 11 ~ and eama1 all-sate bo!loo after the Bli.2 ED&Jes wem 
!Ul0 "AA,. ~p kl Gary. 

I□ lmeb.tll, the outf\ekkr ootkd J52 BOO completet.l bu all-r.t.1r trifcciJI with AU•Valley. and aJktaSe 

""""" -""""'· Rccrulkd for {□olbtJI by Marr,;hall, Wat Vu;ima., Vuglma Tech. Pitt IIOO Penn Stase, the 5-11~ 1_7~ 
s:lped early with WVU, but opted for Mmha1l wh:tt he lctl the Tu:mderlnr Herd In pau ra:cmng for foor 
maigbt yean and act~ mum with 168 catcbes for 1954 yanb and 14 TD,_ Hil m:cpaon toe.al~. 
Ill the time, eighth &m1J11g aJl.tlme NCAA DlvWon I rccciv=. Stwtlni foor yem, be let II theo--NCAA record 
by ciaclilng p,me1 In 42 uralibt pn::ia. He mule the milt set by 1-lebmao Trophy win:ntt Johnny Rodam 
from Nebrasta.. Au1ol:oobil0 ~ stidm wpportlng the police lbowo:I up 111: kenl ~. wbctt they had 
o. diffemit JIE.Eling. They l'Cld: I Love the Flitt." The team CO-OIPtlin was 11 ~ All-AnErica honor· 
oble mcnl.lon cb□lce IIOO II fmt team National l□depe:nd,:nt All-Sta:r f.::o:tte. 

Fillkt also wu IClected 1t1 the wteArnakur Athklc of the Year In 1976. l□ 1985, hewm lrdocted Into the 
Manha][ Athlei.lc HIil] af Fame. filliez cum:ntly reddes in Dela=, Ohio. 

Dee Davis (Athlete • 191111,) 

Dnlldril (Wbeelin& Pad. High Scbool.,Oau. of 1981). The first OVAC glrh' aJ.h. 
Ide to earn nm team An-W. Va.1:amoo tine tirneii 1et Ohio Valley and Rile ,coring 
rc,i;ooiJ whidJ JmWJ\ Oil the boob afu:r a quarter of II centwy. Overol, !!he Id three 
OV and thrc:e W. Va. w.nni m:ndards. 

A tluec-year Wb::,e]!:nij Park standout, 5he ICOl'Cd I a:Jnil m:ortl 1,1154 points lnc]ud
lnJ 716 for 1132.'i avenge u II IC'lrlor. She va.ii ~ !it?,lC "Player of the Year" mid 
co.ptaln of the Clas.I AAA alktaie ICllm flX' the 1980 ICMOO. She IICOfCrl a ilCOOOkccord 
55 poinU VI. Wdnoo Madonna and ~ a ltme IOtlmlmCllt Clllll AAA~ record 
whfch mtWUI Oil the bookJ after Ti yeat!I, She tlfiled 43 pomlll VI. Greenbrier Ell.,t IU 
1 IOphom.m lo JfJ78. In two WlC toumamenl gmra that year," scored 76 points 
including 13 of 14 m:e throw,. 

Davi, Je,J pllfk to II ru.te Cill:Ss AAA runoer-up spot III a ICIUOf when lhe also charted 104 &tell,, 71 aukts 
and 87 relioundi. After the l:tlUO!l, \be Wll3 MVl' m the llalc Nmh-South ~ ,;r,b:rc, fflO ICOICd 30 poirrtt, 
She ~AIJ.Anaica ~ In Str= & Smith'~ ICd Co□ vrne f111illl.Ule'!. 

AJ. Pnd:, [)aviJ !Ibo mrre,i .II.I a pitcher-lOOltSIDp Oil the fu$I: Vanity lllftbell teamJ and earned o.JJ.mte 
fCCOll)l]tio□ from the W. Va. Coaches A.uoclNJ.on. 

Slic ligJm o. ~ tcbolacBblp to~ Tech "llt'ben, the pl:ivecl flX' two K'IISOlll bdm: finWting 
her~ career at Wat. \/bpni.11 Unll-'atity. In her two~ with the Mountainem. die i;en'ai as te&m 

co-optatn in 1986 with Georgeann Wellii, the fiflt woman kl ih.mk In 11collc~ ba,ketbaJJ ~- In DDvu' 
junkx" 5ell:'>O□, WVlJ ro.:micd its sero!Ji-e~ 20--win lc:UOD "1th I 20--J0 mart:. 

Sbe WO playal baskctbitlJ with a U.S. All-Star team In En&Lmd 100 ICCRd 150 pointJ for a 21.4 IIVerll~: 
DavL'I h.u complftctl her 13th year 11:1 bead g:irll' baJlctbalJ coach at her alma IIl!dcr l'arl,::. She hu ~ 

the hlrioa Ullo llil 1ta1e toumamenu llOO woo btict.·io-back Class AAA d11mpX111d:dps in 1998--99 and 
became the fint fernak ta win lhc: ;J\.5porn "OVAC Coad:! oflhe Year" awmd. The \Vh:clinj rcsidcn1 WII 
coachel IOfthall. 
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Dick Miller (Athkt,. 1950,J 

IHaMW,,~Cmtn!Gi:lhdic Hi.diSchrol Ciasl 19:52)w111 afint•temnall-
wtc ml rJI-OVAC crnx,r lo baske!ball tfiree ltraJ;ht Yt:arJ while pe:rformlnJ: for tile 
Manut Knighll. Jed Central OUboUc to the coorerence an:1 Wd: ~Catholic 
cbampi□rnhlps 1111 three-.~ 1.593 ~tluri!J.! a l!lclwhigb ichool =· 
Hll ttitte-yeiir ~ QVCfllCC Wllll 21,f r;iiuts per ?J!r· HiJ career r;imt total Sl{Jod for 

~ 
until it WD 6ested lfy David~. 11 four-Yea: ktterir.al:I f{ll""tbe MmuOll . 

. C".o□tmiuaro'1 rcconl wu !Mer topple,J by a C'.eil:tral girh' biuketball 8J'l'M.. _-, ' 
Ka)· filnhnmons. Millex Ibo had a £fflTIC hlih of 30 polllO in a West Vhtlnlll- ;~ 
~ AIJ-Stlf Game, leiit1ln:I! lhc: ~ team to Ill 81·80 viruiy ~ to 
Wuiiaim:ori. "Iwicc, (1951 and '5!), Milkr wa1 cho&en i:o tbe w.te'~ bruldball plavcr or 
th: ycu. He also 11/J.S II standout performer In fOOlball m:l blw:ball ln hlgh 5<:hool. He wa Q -r fomlllkin (1.llf· 
lefoocl: u n football pelfoor,e:r ml 1 ~ on the biud:mll t=:n.. 

Recruked by lhe Univmity of Wucoruin OIi ii btiktba1J ~. Milkr '11-'i! the ~gm• !:tllrting ~ 
~ for twoyall"ll.N'ii:kmmro 4bc Cat" ba:w3e ofhil quicb_iesa, Oid: ~ 19pointJ pa-c Ill~ 

~~g~~-==~=io~!=~~~~~~~~lbJ 
leader 111d defensive player. He wm vobl a11 the temn MVP ml aenicJr ~- Altbourli dnfled by the New York 
Kn.kb In 1956, Miller du:e to play AAU buutball. He wa1 voted to the AAU AIT-Arnerkl 1e1m after JJUtl,;
ipetin,ii; in th: Nationll.l Toommnent held in Denver wbcte he lctl lb:, Milwuikee Allen B~ Team to I lomth 
place flllUb. ~ played IWO SC1$001 w!th the Phillips OJkn ill the NatiomJ lndmtria1 Bmictooll lngue an:l 
ooe IICfflOll In the Tidewater Bcl.etbill ~ ~ he avenged 22 poinU pa ganr 411d was VOlell the 
~·1MVPforthe 1962.fillCaWII.. 

'MillctobVW baseballooe Ye¥ tt Wl,,;-oo.m,hltting J33 .e.□d playing =nl !me. Bccami: ~ tt:b~r 
In hif:h tctiool. llcnhetl hl:oi thmwinJ ability, he giive up bii3eball l&r ooc llCllSOll to coocentrr.te OD • 

lfu athletic cmn then cominuai in a diffCJOII ~ u be toot llJl handoail (Four·~) 111d lo bis fint }'eif, 
be WOil the North wd Soutb Carolina~ Oiamp!ooshlp. He went III to win lllllllelUllJ = titb =~ ~ ~il:= J'rl ml~~ group champDmblps. He flnally ended com-

Terry Snively (Alhle1, • 1960,) 

7'mJ: S"J:~ Sd:xxil, 1966). This all-row.I llhlete lt!lrml In foor 

=~amawn~222He· lisfE4 
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~A~l~{~ .Hewasan~~A~!t!':,=oro:r·~ 
while gmierylg All-1'.lllan Ohio to.l All-Yalley lllureb. 

Captain of the Indian,' foolba]I. bt4ebill IIOO Ind tc:am,_ He wro WU I foor-year lei
lcmWI In bailitball, stMbli ml Ia.n tlRe ~- Snively 11va.gaj h!ner d:Jan 24 
~ a C In each or his final two ~imd flnubcd W = ~,146 po!l;ds. 

;;~ic::n~~=.:=y~~~~~t~1~~: . . 
He wa, a talen~ ~ and wtficldci In the dlar□ond" 'l'Q!_t for foor yem. He~ lndi.ml! to 11 /;1{, of 

~~ll!~bltter~~~U!i~u%~gi~~%~~ =~~ was':; 
OVAC 100.~,~a:nl = ~(W'.i) ~ ut!Junlor Ifill quajlflal for the mk meet m th:, JOO. He 

boldJ~i:llortedfour~I ca!r.be~~l,f~~ioWest\'hiniaUnivaiitr,whero 
he WU an b:Io-ict pl.lya- m ~fawve ~ P, II tlne-yCIIT rune!". He Witt M:lected to the AII--Tna: 
wvu 19.'l0-69F.n:team. 

After emuna b!:e wvu ~~,~ to ttmain In &tbktiCJ m bis llll.lve Obia ~nl\~ly c~ hil 

~t:f'~~-~~~~~fi~~Big~ be~toa~~~ 
Iii o::nmns iQ lioop:'I while ~g II district title (1974). and OVAC • (JfJ76) ill hMeball. So.lvelv 
maJ:riculmrl toShal;!ynde.High !11 beoo basketball coach f(X't,,ro yem. J9j i7 team WOIII diWict title 
wx1 OVAC crovm. ID tbat sea,on, he wu namc,:I distnct coac:b of tb::: _year. Soivetv k!l Tijtttt>wn for Rh'Cf 
High.. wheR: he ,c:rved u head f1"bail aa:h ti.- 25 acasoos. During tllat ~ oT • ~· hl:I 1997 team 
~lg$A~~i:'&;'!c~:~~~~,f~~~~l:IJ:1nn1;rn,c= 
received the Upper Oblo VaUcy [npper Dm Carl Hafu:ill Award. 

Lance Mehl (Alhlole • 1970.) 

Ullftt Mild (BclilliR: High Sdn:JI., Cius of 1976). A three-sport team Cllptlin for 
the Bi; Rros.,Mehl w111 also flllAll-Valley fo□cball lioehadefmd basi:hill fin,t !Ja51:. 
man IIS wtlJ 11111 CCDk:r ht basketball. 

He earned All-Ohio football booan, flX' COIICh Jab: Olsavsky whiJc: Kt"Vifi8 11-1 co
cap(lin oftbe 1975 bin which went 9-J, He pl.liiyed In the Ohio North-South pme In 
Columbus and l!EICd In II Jparltling defemive eifon for the South lllJ..r;tao, 

Ra:ru1bl by Pen!1 State \Jnlvenlty flX' foot.bml, be w:u ciktl by coach Joe Palcm□ 
and defcrulve coordbwor Jmy ~1' a., "co: of the be!! bwde llnebacl;en;" ever '° play rlX' 'UJleha,:;::k.er U'. 

Mehl wa:s the leadb:lg tatller flX' the unbeden 1978 Nlttlny Ll□o team which bowed 
ta Alabama, 14-7 ln the Supr Bowl !llld ~ly cmt PSU frtnn bdna: declared fll1ionlll champion. In that 
iJi01e.heledUoodef~wilb 17 &;topl.lJdndlng II unm.mtedbi:kle,. 
~ that tumor llCUOII, he wu earned tbc~Man of the Year'' by tbc UpperOhlo Valley Dapper Dan Club 

md ia one of only three coUc&e athletc:o, to =f\,: that honor. 
The l'SU defensive co-captain also lctl the Uoru In Urlle:s u a IICtUC(" 11W earned =n:I team All

Ameriai boocmi by The As.sociMed Preu and Unibl Ptt.u Inkmlllinna.l. 
Mehl was drafted In the NR.:~ third round by the New York kU and played nine years bdi:n, biJ = 

WU cut dut with I fOCUfrul8 kDc:e injury. 
He was the Jets' 1caumg de/ender from 1982·86 bdom a lna: injury. The Jets' ddemive dgnal-caller 

rcunkd 172 total r.acUel ( !OS 111Jo:,, and 67 ll1&BU l In 1984. In 1983. be intercepted .even pines and pltlcd 
off !5 ciu= inten:cptiom. 

Mehl WU ,;dected to the Pro Bowl after the 1985 SClll()ll wh:n Im ra:orded 115 tadles, 43 asiliu Mid 
three pau lntc:rteptiOtli. 

AfteJ bis NFL cmccr endod, he muma.l lO the Ohio Valley am!~ In St. C1airn'ille. 

Brian Swisher (Alhlet•. 191111,J 

BrlM SWUltu (Siskrnill: High School., CJau of 1982). The S-7, 145-p:xmd 
dyrwoo bccune the fint threc-tlmc: firu team AJI-W. Vo.. foo!ball horum in Tyler 
Comty u he led Slstmvllle Hi~ to bad:;-to-bad IUle ClassAcbampwruhlp:, In 19SO 
Sid '81. 

Swhher led the Tigeo to 11 13-0 record In 1981 as he set an Obki Valley Mid W. ½. 
record flX' ICmJll! by II lioeman witb 26 touchdowns (=iviTig, rushing, n:tulm) a:IMJ 
156 point,, He Wll:S f\.1111-.:f.\JJI for tbc ~ Awmd 11:S IUlC player of the year and 
wa llCCCl'ded the Hunt Awani 11:1 ~ Uocman of the Year. , 

He i;et K'IJ()[\ mid Cll(Cff i-u =riving □wb ht the Ohio Valley and o.~ 392 
yanh oo kickoff rc:turn1 !llld 202 yanh on punt retmm. He lliso WM pmdoctive on COO-lll"lJUlld IUlblng plays. 

Swisher, who Kt an OY m:ortl by catclll:n& pa.stoe1 ill 36 coruc:cutlve ~ - every pne bc r;wted. HiJ 
c:arett!eJlllaf ICISOII totals were 126 m::cptiom for2,174 yardsmd 2J TOI. 

He kd the OV in ~Jar 11C1S011 pau =lvlni ~ flX' 1980 (681 )'WI on 47 catches) a□d 1981 (906 
yanh mid 14 TDI OIi 53 iccqitic,M), As 11 ~. bc Jaooed 26 pu.'ICI for 582 yvdJ. 

Sllrism' wu a three.time All-OVAC and All-Valley hoooree u wtcll u 1111-Wat V1lpn1a three times. 
In the ~r:. he compe!ed bt trock u a 100 and 200-m:tcr ~. long jumper ll!ld relay member, He 

won clght indivilual medal, In three ltate Clim; AA mectJ - a lust In the JOO u a ~. ,ix second, 
Ulld a tfttrd. and wu I member of II fint pla:e 4xl00 ttl"'f team. He l1ed a~ m::et AA 100-mettt m:ortl 
with II J0.9-&erolld mark ill the 198! ltWs. 

He aigned a f□otball lCholanhlp with Manhall Unmnity and played four~. ln:-loding thmc )'eal"I 
as 11 ~ wide =iver. He landed 106 pa1$CA rrom 1982-83 for l/117 ya:nh aw 14 toucbdo'frru. He wr.s 
Manhall'• ~ =Iva lo 1983 with 32 Ci!lCbcs flX' 560 yanb and thrte ~. He also was• Herd tnrl 
-· 

Swbhc:r CU!n1Uly rcddes In Lewh Cam-, Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athlete· 1990,) 

Joty Galluwuy (Bellaire High School, Class of 1990), This Big Reds' four-sports per
former bas excelled on the pn:p, collegiate and professional levels, 

1be men:ury-h~ed wide receiver was llll All-Ohlo gridru,r for coach John Magistro 
before a sparkli11_g career at Ohio Slate University. After his Scarlett & Gr.iy days, 
Galloway was a first round draft pick by tl1e Seattle Sealiawks of the National Football 
Lo,g~. 

Galloway rewrote the Ohio Valley record books for pass receiving yanls with 2,332 and 
touchdown receptions witl1 27, He ended with l08 career catches. The 5-9 explosive game-
breakcr helped lead the Big Reds to the OVAC 3-A football title his junior year, playmg an , 
integral role ill the 9-1 campaign. He lll!lded 4~ passe!i for 973 yll!U8 wid 13 TDs that tall. 
Galloway WWl a three-time A\1-0VAC and AU-Valley honoree und was named All-Ohio second team in Division 
III as a senior. 

In basketball, he was just as dun1inatinj as a point guard. Galloway was n starter for three straight OVAC 
championship teams for coach Gene Ammlrilllte. He earned A!l-OVAC, All-Valley and All-Ohio honors, 

Tlic springtime saw Galloway serve the Big Reds as 1111 infielder on the baseball diamond, but it was on the 
oval where he made an even bigger impact. Galloway claimed the slate Division JI HXl-metcr and 200 state sprinl 
titles as a senior. 

Tlic Bellaire Bullet then took his l!lllaZing athletic ski1!8 to Columbus, starring for 1ohn Ct~r on the grid• 
imn. He was honored 11.S an AU-Bi_g Ten wlde recelver as II junior-a season ln which he grabbed 47 passes for 
946 yanls. His career totals at Ohm State were 108 receptions for 1,894 yards and 19 TDl. Galloway finished 

:itJ,~5,t~i-~~~ie~ :: ~atiii:arr.:~i:tN~u~~~~Scticl:h1t1i~%~.l ~:; ~~~~ 
in business/marketing. 

Galloway was the eighth overaUJ'ick in the J 994 NFL Dr~ft. He played five seasons with the Seahawks, catch
ing 283 passes for 4A57 yanls an 37 TDs. In his best season in Seattle, he collared 72 passes for 1,(149 yard:; 
nnd 121Us. He left Seattle for the Dallas Cowboys and is now a member of the Tampa Bay Buccaneern. 

Class 
of 

2006 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Ron Mauck (OVAC 'Family') 

Ron Mauck (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1958). Educator, administrator, com
munity leader. Mauck !ias been director of the OVAC Wrestlin! Tonrnament, one of the 
largest high school events ofits kind in the entire country. sirn;e 979. This highly-regard
ed chamr.1oosh!p was renamed 115 the Ron Mauck OVAC Wrest!lngToumament in 2006. 

A pupil of the late George Kovalkk, an OVAC Hall ofFamer 1111d considered to be the 
patriarch of high school wrestler in the Ohio Valley, Mauck also established the confer-=~ !11£e W~l:mt'!"~~:1~3:1f~~~ $e!i!~ ru1!::~~i~Y\/':!~J~n~ 
volunteer on the staff for NAIA und NCAA Division II championships (hosted by West 
Libeny State College) held in Wheeling. In addition to his duties with the conference mat 
tournament, Mauck was a long-time member of the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All
Star Footbu11 Classie. He Wllll assistant game diret.,'lor and later sen'cii fl5 game director from 1993 throuJ,\h 1998. 

The Bridgeport High and West Libe1ty State College graduate, who earned his master's in safety education, 
began his teaching and coaching career m 1965 at Follansbee High School where he started the school's \'arsi
ty wrestling program nnd roached the school's only individual state champion {Lou Daly). While at Follansbee, 
Mauck coached John Craig, 11 fust-time wrestler as a senior In 1965 who went on to become an All-American 
11t West Liberty and later was one of the area's outstanding coaches before becoming an administrator. V,'hen the 
consolidated Brooke HiJ,\h School opened in 1968, Ron was named lo coach the wrestling team where he tutored 
the Bruins' first West Virginia mat champ in Jim Suddoth. Before retirinz after 11 34-year career in cduc3tion, 
Mauck $CfVed Brooke ns din.>ctor of !he school's Driver's E.ducatlon uepartmcnt, Physical Plant Director, 
Assilltml Athletic Director and Athletic Director. In additiuo to having: the OVAC Wrestling Tournament 
renamed in bis honor, Mauck also was presented the "Mr. Mat" Award m 1985. He was named the W, Va. 
Wrestlin/lCoaches Man of the Year (1987); and =.ived recognition awanls from the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper an Club (1985 and 1997); W. Va. Athletic Director of the Year (1995). Mauck twice wns selected 
Warwood Liorn1 Citizen of the Year, winnerof the H.V. Con:or.1n, Sr. Award (2001) and a member of the Brooke 
County Wall offllme (2006). He is past_ president of the W. Va. Safety Association, the Bridgeport Alumni and 
Warwood fonior High Athletic Associatmn. 

Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Couches) 

l'aul"Bud'' Billwrd (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1959). Hend coach at Brooke 
High Schoo! for 23 season~ (1979-2001) where he compiled a recorrl of 185 wins, 79 
defeats and I tie. During this span, Billiard's Bruin~ won three West Virginia Class 
AAA state championships •- 1985, 1987 and 1990. His 1987 and '90 powerhouses 
recorded perfect n:cortl seasons and both were nationally r.mked. lbe 1987 team fin
ished 25th in the country while the 1990 squad ended up 111 23rd place. In 1994, Brooke 
also ended the campaign with n 10-0 record but Jost in the state playoffs. Fifteen uf hls 
23 Bruin teams participated in the post-season playoffs and seven made the state cham
pionship game. Also, Billiard coached the green and gold to seven OVAC Clnss AAAA 
Division championships. He coached in two Rudy Mundey OVAC Charity AH-Star 
Football ~ames und in three West Vuginia North-South Garnes. He was amoug the founding members and 
past president of the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association for whom he also was chairman of the 
group's annual awanls dinner. lie also assisted in organizing tlic OVFCA's Clinics nod Prospect Nights. 
Billiard's Brunke c:oaching career also included eight years ns 11n assistant in football, two yearn as a wrestling 
assistant. six y= ns head wrestling coach and three yearn as head track coach. Priur to Brooke, he spent 
four years ns an assistant in football at Wheeling Central, two YCUfll ns n volunteer assistant in wrestling and 
three years as head trnck coach. 

While attending Wellsburg High School, be played four years of football and lettered three years, serving 
as team captain in 1958. He played baseball three years, earning two lcttem. At West Libeny State College, 
BUilard was a four-year varsny letterman in football playing on botli the offensive and defensiw lines. Alicr 
his junior season, he enmcd rust-team All-WVIAC laurels, 

Among hL'I awanls are: Ohio Vullcy, OVAC and West Virginia Coach of the Year: ~per Ohio Valley 

~~~fue~ ~~~ ~eAJi~: u::r~:~='.1~~~;Ja~~;e;:ii1c:h1:'J:u o7F~~3J~; 
H.V, Con:oran Sr.Aw~forthe Brooke football program bringing national attention to the Ohio Valley: and 
a 2005 recipient of the Wed VirginiaAlh\ctic Coaches AsS?Ciation·s Reti~d Coaching Award. 
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Matt Gaudio (Athlete - 1990,J 

Malt Gaudio (Bmoke High School, Class of 1991 ). TI1is fluid athlete dominated 
the West Virginia prep hardwood as he was II four-year starter for the Bruins. 

He concluded his sparkling Bmoke career by being named the W. Va. "Player of 
the Year" us well a\ the Gatorade state "Player of the Year'' in 1991. The 6-7 forward 
paced Brooke to records of 19-4, 22-4, 16-7 and 18-7 for II four-year career mark of 
75-22. 

Gaudio was a two-time all-state Class AAA honoree nnd twice named to the all
state tournament team. He averaged 17,9 points and IO.I rebound~ as a sophomore 
and followed that up with a state Class AAA-best 24.8 scoring norm as a junior while 
averaging ll rebounds. 

Gaudio capped his superb prep career with a brilliant £enior campaign. He averaged 243 points 1111d 
grabbed 13.4 rebouuds to repeat as All-OVAC, All-Vul!ey 11t1d All-W. Va. honom while being accon!t:d 
honorable mention All-America. He was the first Bruin to eum firnt team 11!1-state in boys' basketball. 
Gaudio surpassed the I ,000 mark in career points (1,874) and career rebounds (1,108), bolh Bruin records. 

He opted to continue his academic and athletic career at Penn State Univernity, where he was plagued 
by chronic back problclilll which required surgery. In spite of the medical woes. Gaudio endured to tum 
in a solid career. During his redshirt sophomore season, he averaged 9.4 pOinU and 4.7 rebounds II game 
and was named recipient of the Lou La.mie Most Inspirational Player Award. 

The following year, he served 1111 student 11ssistant coach while completing his liberal ruts degree with 
an emphasis on architecture. He returned to play as a senior and was second on the team in scoring wilh 
a 13.l averaged while collected 6.4 rebounds a game during 11 21-7 record £Cason. 

Cal Gitlin (OVAC 'Family') 

Cal G(flln {Bellaire High School, Class of 1947). One of the legendary figures 
involved m the sport of high school track nnd cross countrv in the OVAC. 

During his 17 years employed as II teucl!er and coach· in the Bellaire City School 
Districl, Giffin wns one of the fournlerJ and the director of the fanied Bellaire Relays. 
Dilling iu 5Z-yearhistory, the Bellaire Relays attracted many ofOhiu's greatest athletes 
to the Nelson Field. Al one time, the Bellaire Relays was recognized as Ilic second
largest tracl: event in the Buckeye State. HJJ. temrn wun five OVAC and district track 

~~P~fll~~~~~~:re~ ~~ ~i:~:Wc!hi~ i!t~~~~:i;~t meets,Also 
Giffin's time-consuming wurk and contributions to the Ohio Va!ley Athletic 

Cunforence indaded II tenn as cresideut (1973-74) nnd commissioner of the football Wld basketball officials. 

Viclfl~~;~:rJ1:i0th~6tAf~~ '8fn?n ~t~~i~~H~r ~ ea~
0
::~~ ~fa: =ioi:fcst ~f ~~:: 

Athletic Board, the Ohio High School Coaches Association, the Ohio Football Coaches Association and Ilic 
Natiunal Collegiate Truck nnd Field Coache11 Association. He was volro into the Ohio State Track Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 1972. Giffin was presentro two awards of merit from the OHSAAnnd,fo!lowing his death in 
1975, he wa~ selected for a JX)Sthumous Alumni Achievement Award hy West Liberty State College. Giffin 
serYed the Eastern Ohio Coaches Association as president as well as being the state vice president for the Ohio 
Association of Track Coaches. 

Athletkally, Cal was a three-sport letterman (football, basketball nnd tr.1ck) at Bellaire HiWJ. He played on 
the fil'llt Bi! Reds' football team to win an OVAC championship {1946). He ll1so ph1ycd m the Ohio-West 
Virginia Al -Siar Football Game in 1947. Giffin's career also led him to the Martm, f-crry School Districl 
where he was the supervisor of elementary and i=ondary education. From there, he became the principal of 
St. Clairsville High School and later IIC!Ved as superintendent of the St. Clnirllville-Rkhlnnd School District. 
He received his BA. in EdUClltlon from WL'St Liberty in 1951 and hb Ma;tcr of Arts Degree in school admin
istration from WVU in (967. 

Boyd Nelson (Media) 

Boyd NtlYOII (Bellaire High School, Class of 1945). Nelson spent 41 yearn as a 
photographer with 171e Times Lemler in Martins Ferry. Fellow staffers and friends 
have called him a piuneer, a legend nnd, perlmps, the greatest ,goodwill ambassador 
in the newspaper's history. His work behmd the camera, accordmg to many nn:a high 
school coaches, help bnng the SJX)rts world alive to the readers of 1he Times Leader. 

Nelson, a quiet, unassumini,: man, let hi!1 camera do his talking for hint. No 11Ssign-

:!r::: J1.~i~~%~;~ fi:~/~J~ ~~i:~wJ:iu;1 ~1:1cf~~i:J'. Wei:/~h= 
ded nearly every major happening throughout the Ohio Valley and was n familiar , 
and much-welcome face at high scbool,col!ege and professional games 1111d matches 
from the start of his career in the late 1940s until his retirement in 1988. As was pointed out at the time of 
his death in 2003, there WIISn't a gymnasium, football field or baseball diamond in The 1imes Uader's cov
erage area where Nelson didn't capture the exploits of athletes of a!\ ages and abilities. Among the future 
professional greats he covered included baseball hill! of farnerll Phil Nickm nnd Bill Mai.eroski; basketball 
hall of famer John Havlicek, Joe Nickro, Tim Spencer, Olympic wrestler nnd coach Bobby Douglas 1111d 
Allan Hornyak.just a to mention a few. 

Boyd's devotion to his work ulso made hlm a role model and an inspiration to aspiring and sea;oned pho
tographers alike. Nelson shunned the limelight throughout his life despite the urgings of co-workem nnd 
adnnren; to enter his pictures in sllltcwide competition. As a result, he was bypassed for many awards that 
easily would have come hb way. However, Umtcd Press International beg1111 presenting uwanls to newsp3-
per und magazine photographers in the early 1970s and the very first honoree was nooo other than Boyd 
Nelson. When 111e Tiines Leader published a pictorial history of Eastern Ohio in 1999, the book was dedi
cated to Nelson, a lifelong Belmont County resident. He began his career following a stint iu the U.S. Navy. 
He served a stint in the Philippines during World War II. After returning home, Nelson attended Ohm 
Univernity for II year. However, alter being hired as n summer illtern by 11,e Times Lemler, he never returned 
to college and made photography his lifetime profession. 

Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Coa,hes) 

Richrml "Lefty" llall (Barnesville High Schoo!, Class of 1959). Hall wa1 one or 
the most successful two-sport coaches (basebal!lgo!f) in OVAC history, compiling a 
whopping I ,I 16 victories over ll 34-ycnr span. 

He began his bao,eball coaching career at Powhatan High School for a year before 
taking the same post nt St. Clairsville High School. In his 33 years with the Red 
Devils ( 1969-2001), hi~ teams amassed an outstanding 515-320 record. 

With "Lefty" ca\Hng the shots from the dugout, St. Clairsville won se\·en OVAC 
championships and made five Ohio High School Athletic Association regional tour
nament nppearances (1978, 1982. 1986, 1990 and 1997). The Red Devils advanced 
to the state to1lmllment "Final Four" in 1997. St. Claim ville also won five Eastern Ohio Baseball League 
titles under Hull's guidance. 

Hall as named OVAC Couch of the year in 1991 and recelved the same acco!11de from the Eastern 
District three times, 1990, 1995 and 1997, He also served as one of the coaches in the Mizuno AU-Star 
Series in 1997. A true bascball "juukie," Hall was inducted into the Obio High S~hool Baseball Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 1996 and was named the Ohio Basebull Ha!! of Fame "Man of tl1e Year" in 1999. 

}lull coached six players who signed professional baseball contrncts, the list includiug Gerry Cr11ft, 
Gene Cattane, Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik and 1oe Dudek. 

In golf, "Lefty" coached St. Clairsvil!e for 27 years (1974-2000), finishing with n 60H23 record. He 
had three 11nbeaten teams and ahu tutored three sqmub that advanced to the Ohio state tournament. lbe 
Red Devils also collected 14 OVAC golf championship$. 

Hnll. a life-long resident of Barnesville, lettered in baseball nnd tr.1ek while perfunning for the 
Shamrocks. He graduated from Ohio University. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Warren Pugh (OIDclalsl 

Wann "Nr.w:V' hp (1k Linstv School, Cw., of 1920). Th: Wbeellt!i Wand 
rw:kDt Vrba died In 1983 ~ th: ogi: of RI !ICtVed the coadtlnjj and officiating profess loo 
very wcll lO.l aho was an outslari:ling CTlfltllliutor to bis commltk:c. 

As 11Z1 olflcilll, Pugh la'Ved as a fooib.,JI -,:i,i bad'.c1ball n:f=:c for over40 ~-- ~ 
football, be worked ill both high lmOOl ml coUe-J!,e, including the West Vlfpnta 
'"""""'f!Me Atbkrlc Confemice and Wet.t ~ 0~. Pitt tod Perm Stale. A 
bclrtbal oflk~ for~ than -40 years, Pucli Offklllerl blgh school: and collece con
~. In 1933 and 1934, be wodcd the mtlre 'W~ Vl:ril¢a. mte high ICbool baiktbaJJ 
loUmameDt, hi•~ being Judge: P.JoJ C'.amllJettJ. tbe Ml ycai: wid Oink Wettf.U the 
1CCOW year. Pu~ ll!ld John Gott of Blueflekl blt,w the ..,histlc: f!X" all 11 games of the 
flli:t WVIAC totmwnent bekl in 1935 11 Fairmoot Pugh ~u ~ of both the 
Ohio VaJJey Bcatl of Football and ~I Officiili. He also was the referee of the farrrd Bcllairr R.eliM 
foe many Y= and Wll1 !&a named as the meet·~ booo:nJ): referee. He Wll.! abo bomm:I for hi1 llm'ice !I)': the 
Shiid:fMck Rclavs and the wen~ Secondary School Artivitie:I COIIIIIlWUJII. Pucli coodocted officiw' 
clinlo In 1:evenl ~ and wne D.Del0.¥6JD ICfie'loooff~. ~ also wu a RroCrou ~ In water 
Wcty and life-u.vmg for over~ )'CIU'll. ln hill )"OOU!, he wu ~-ma tri-~ divllli ctwnpjon and wu 
known to l!lllllY people Jn Whicling fer diving off the S~IOII Brid~ into the Ohio River. Re perlmned 
~ fClll for the first tfrile oo Labor D;iy cbinl( the IUte fair held when he wm a teenager. He~ that dive 
oo .5everaJ ~ occ&ioru durln~ his youth. Tu coacl.:d 1wlmmln~ at hb al.ma mater The Linsly S:bool foc 
nearly three decii.b, guiding the C-Wru to 26 OVAC ~-lnr:;Jndw: 25 in a row. 

Pudl wa, aho u tirirroooils llhlete, ~ as a fcube.ll pl.a~. He attmbiA.Jdmon-BroadduJ ~ 
In Pbllirol for two }'Clll'll and playal footti.,Jl befm: ir-fcrring to Da\is & ElkJai College wh= was I llclfu 
full bad. and cente:r for Hill of Fame Collch. Cam 1-knd=on. SDJCe ellglbillt)' rules p,:ver ~Y. exiUed In tho,,c 
daYJ, Pugh played four ycan at D&EJ-fu como:umily ICrYice iocluded J."i ycin u Wlxc!io!!'• RCO'C"ltJoo 
Director two tmn., !13 Ohio County Sheriff IOd ili yean u 1111 Ohio County Comm\s3ioncr. Pugh w~ loolct· 
al into~ West VIJtinia. S~ I-fall of Fame (19!!0), the Ohio Valley Dapper 03n H.aI1 ofFanr (1984) Md 
oow tbc Ohio Valk:y A1bktic Confcrcnce H.aI1 ofFnmc, 

Phil Niekro (Alhlete - 19511o) 

PhllNkkro (Brldg,eport Hi~ Scln:,l,Cl= of 19."i7). The Ba.1Cball Hall ofnlJOCf ~ 
bb lllhktlc run with the Bulldogs wbi:rc he wm a lmc-spcrt pcrf{ffllCf. 8C$kb 1::wc
brJl, he W1J a football co.I aOll bMketball forwncd WJd o ~ of felJow OVAC Hall 
of Farner John HavllceL 

Nidnamcd MKol.lCbie~ beaillc of his staple pitch, the lmucidebal!, which t-.: kmned 
ftun hi1 fa!her, Nielm ~ a fOUJ-ycat Bulldog pltchcrwilb 11 17-1 care,er record. His 
Ollly Jou 11,•u 1-0 to Tiltcmvilk In 1954, bb fmhmati year, when fellow lla.,cmil and 
OVAC H.iill of Farner Bfll Mau:rosll hit the pmc-wlruililf; ~nm.The 19."i."i Bu1kloj 
"=II wml the Et.$! Ohio mguc tllJe with Martins F=y. In 119---4 Ohio 5CCl1ooal tcu-
nnrnent win O\"Cf St. John's, N"icl.ro woo the game in relief and belted a two-run single. B~. IDWCver, 
WIili b11hc:d in the fimh by Shadyside, a team twice dcfwc:d by the Bulldop. In 1956, Nickro WJd tbc B~ 
def~ Stcubcovillc Central, 7- J, In the Cbw A dlstrlct tollmlnrDt after ~ooal 11,'W over B:imC1villc llltl 
St. Oain;villc. Brhlgeport bowed lo East Liverpool In the district finals. All a 8ellkr, Nirou tcmai I four-blt
kr and strntl out 1U inn 4-2 win over Slcuhenvilk Central for the OVAC Ohio-side title. He earlier burled DD 

B--2 win o\-cr E.ut Liverpool In the Ol!U AA dlstrlct ~llllU8. Unbeaten St.:ubcnvilk Caitnl baited 
BrhljepOrt, 6-1 in the fuwh. 

Nichu, who nho played for the Bridi;eporl ~Ion le.am. D.00 Blaine In the ~ Twilight Lcque, wa., 
~i~ by the MilwQUW: Bm~ for a SSOO bomi, Zit 11 19."i8 uyout camp in Bc!Wrc. 

Ill 1964, be mirW 11 24-year major league= with the Bnvcs,Ncw York Y~, ae~·eland lndiam 
D.00 Toronto Blue foy1. He lllld 11 318•274 career rccool while appeMing In 864 gnm:s and ltlillng otn 3,342 
hatkrs, d"1tb on the all-time charu. He hurled II llO-hlUcr in! wo:n 0\-e Gold Glovo m:,J win nnmcrl to five 
AU-Star tca:JM. Toe Br.WCI! JJJOOm.l him by erecting II lmx= J:tUUC In front of their home Wdll!Ol Md, In 
19'n, t-.: wa1 ioouctal inlothc Bueball Hall of Fame. He re:rldes In theAtlantaltell. 

Bob Hummel (Alhlete - 1960,J 

Bob HruJffMII (Moo~villc High School, Oms of 1966). ThiJ 6 It. 3 1!UJ11U n, 1 
toorin¥ m.adllu: for Moundsvllle HJ~ School. bcf= tak.lni bls vast hoop tafcu.1o Wert 
Virgiruo Unl\·enity. 

Humrrcll fmlsbctlbisml\Mfour-~vprq,=wlth 1,941 ~,i:OO'ifi:.-1122.6 
p:r pmc: 11\'enic, That average wil rmlU fillb arnong Clan AAA plnycra in the mte, 

lfa ICJlior year WU one for the rc,x,rd ~ .111 the Mllnhall Col.lacy ..ctioot. He pouml 
In 897 poi.o.tJ In 2."i pmc:, for 113'911v~. wblch ~ tied for the hijbe:n D.\~ in 
etas, AAA~-

Mon:ovtt, his scoring antic& tnn1lolcd btto team lllCCCS8 u Moondwillc finhh:d 111 

~ IUIUll'fUJl In Cl!IMAAA, the ICbixi]'3 fir.I ralc final since 1920. HllOlIDCII IOrCbe:d 
RJcbwcnJ for 4."i mathn in the wle semJflml game. He cstabJimed, the Moundrnllc riAA!e--pme ICorin,I! 
mart with .'i3 pointJ ]11 a win apimt Foilansbec, HlllOlllCU wu chosm a, the West ViJ&inia "Playtt of lhc Year" 
by the Morpmo1m Toochdo~n Club while l1so bdna n.mrd cnplll.iD of the Cw, AAA a1J-Wllc team, all-
OVAC wd Scholattic Coach AIJ.Amerlc:t. He also WU a top,ootch bnscball pl.a~ for MOl.lOOl\'ilk, earning 
~ .rJ~ hooon as II pitw:r. 

Following bis gJoriorn ~y al Mouodlvillc, HlllllllElljoinal the wvu boop 8QIIBd and he wamd DO tbne in 
makin~ bis pr= fc:lt. Hlll1llllell Jed the WVU from team in scoring with 11141 aycn1gc, including a 4."i. 
point C10100m apiost tbrybnd and 41 ap.imt Duqucmsc. In IOO$C dayi, lmhnwi were incl!;lbk by NCAA 
rulcJ, from plllying on the \'llfiliy level. 

He weuton to nv~ 129, IB and 14Dpoints I gmnetbc foUowln~thrcc!ICUOm,all ofwbidihe lCl"\'Cd 
the~ 1111 "-lrter. Hw:nmtll wu 1hc: leam'& captain bi ICUior SCllJOI\, 

Hlll1lDlC'll totaled 1,137 poin1I In b1i WVU career, plocma him scvcn1h in sciro tiMIU1 .111 the timc bill cm-ea 
eode:d In 1970. he wu an adept free throw shooter, blttini at ID 80.7 clip for bb cam::r. HIIIJIIIJell - who 11.-d 
14 pmc:ii of 20 or IOlll'e po/ru - WllS ICJcckrl \0 the !966-7~ alJ--tJme WV1J inJp lclm. 

Ed Burgy (Alhkte - 1970,) 

&I Bmv (Bcllam: High School, Ou., of 1971 ). This former Bli Rai,' ~ rm:lllim. 

thc~~:r~~~~alcr. Stred 8Chool, B 
dlstin~lsh:d ~ u D.T(lllbly the p=i;icr prep ~°;Jiycr in OVAC =: 
While hl, btichLl.l ltllWtb ll"C mggamg, he ace~ th:ni. in jast tbrcc 1Ct.SOru 
u Bellaire High dld TIOl uart a liiscball program iintil ~'a wpbo_tnore K'MOII. 
Known for hll i:rveJpowe:rlng oitchtog in,WW, B~ was also a~ sboratol! 
IOd ~ul hltter. Burgy etc'hcd hil twncd In Bcllmc High, Ohlo Valle:,: and OHS AA 

=~~-~~m~t:x~~g~pi~~~= ' 
w-1~ mark. with 326 (in twt 175 lnnin_gs) iDo:J the m,1c-K'IISOII ltrilcout standard of 
128. While p,:=!.5lMi IICll"Ty-unh.itmble heat, be also owned~ coatrol. The takmd rl~ht-hander wal\cd 

~~~'!ru~.w=f~~=:1~.tERA~lfu~oJs~=t:: 
for hurling 16 ~ut~. Bwgy Ibo IC/. DD OhkJ Vallcv mad: with 23 ltrileouts ln I JO-Inning no,blttcr 
vaws River. He wu also II deadly hltteJ. BUI!)' oll,'llJ lkllam High rcconh for hlvi In II i~ (6), trlpks in 
alC!OOll(gJ nodCtiCCrtripkl(t2). 

BlllID' also wm a Jtclilr, four-ycv football p¢onner for wachc:I R~stwtcy ,nd Jili Olui\'ily. He WIii 
11 WMU1ll num.iD.g bad: untlJ bis scnkrlCUOII, O!stJvm, opted to !.Witch to ~Jr:., II Ill(M, tbal ~ 
big dividCIJ:b. Burgy bclpcrl suicJ:e the: Red, ID ID B--1-1 ICIIOO, loml& y to MMictta (12-0) while tvi:ng 
WmkrsVi\.le ({).(}). He W11S joined In the bad:ficld by Roo Lz:e, WOO wcot on ID fame with WVU mi tlE 
IWtlmori: Cob. Burgy was I multi-blcmd boopster. Starting for three 5eU005, be rouml In 1,197 I!)lw, a 
total th!ll lti.lI I1llls seventh on the .rJ.tfme ICbool ICCiing am It was ICCOlld oaly lo kfflXlafv ue Pnumc 
when Burgy huni '.ftc the Big Red sncalm. He wu II fin:f-tclm Ail•v.Oey Big Scbool honoree 6b wpbonuc 

~jwi«~Wb-~~~~J~l~ p!IE~vm.&e·in the Mcts'fmn 
fint m,ll"glnia fol:Jowal by I dop In Pompmo (Ra.) and Mco:iphn:i: bad 1 r: 1n 000 ~ and C 
20 In oac gmE. 

,;--,- ' 

___ JLi_ ~.,1,:.'~~--
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Bob Gain (Alhkte. 1940.J 

Bob Gaut (Wdrffi'1! Sctlool, ClaM of 1947). An all-tbne p\"lll Oil the blV\ ICbool., 
college and profemonai Je,.·eb, he started his fmooJJ career for the Red Rklcn IOd 
twice cam:d fint leal:II AII-OVAC bcon llll II illJCJllllll and wu honored oo the 1946 AU
w.v.. IC~-

ln 1969, he WIii ICleded a., 11 'Medan Era' defeml~ tadle on an An-TllllC Ohio 
VaJley frolbltll team idcctcd by The fotdligencer ~. fn 200j, he WU bonomJ 
Oil III All-Tune W.Va. hlgb iChool k:mn 1e~ by The Pai!mont Tune, DeW!JlDPCf. 

At Weir Hlgb, be wu lhc iaJp all·llm hooortt al 6-2, 210-J)()Ul)d, and~ 111"'u

wt1y tacldc u well a., lwndll:ug puntlD.g llltl t.k:koff duties. His lt.tc coach Carl limn.ill 
DeVcr •lniled out bis best Red Rider foolbail product but atwnys mrtt:d Im I.isl with Galn, 1 four-year mncr 
andhbrnJSthoforo~i;t. 

Ociin II rcgmbl 1!.41 the grcate,t lineman In Univ=ity of Kentud:y, where he WIii 11 ~-time All
Sciuth=tcrn Con!= luucc Ind I two-time flm teamAIJ-A=ice.cboice in 1949 and 1950. A, 11 lnl
ior, he WOC1 tho Outland Trop:ly III the 1111lioc's OOlStladln, lineman, the~ from lhc SEC so iJJnc:m;I, and 
one o( only two from the Ohio V~. Toe: Olm Outland Trop:ly boocnc wm the UD.i¥mby of Iow1's c.al¥1n 
kne1 from Stcmcnviile High. PI.Bymg for the leI,'ell(lary Paul ~Beu" Bryant 1.1 Kcuttrly, the Wuda.u were 
33-10-2 ln Gain'& four~ IIJd be was CO-OlpWII of the 10-1 ia:ortl team that~ natJonal champioo 
Oklahoma In the 19.'il Sugnr &wl. Gain wm the No . ."i cbolce - the hlpicsl ever foc 1111 OVAC athlete - In 
the fint round oflhe 1951 NA.. Dnft by the: Green Bay Pad=. However, h: op!cd for Otiaw3 In the: CFL 
before runJnc- a 12-ycar NFL= with the Ck\'cland Bro\1,1\.1. The fivc-tim: Pro Bowkr Mct II wrteroo 
three NA.. clwmplonship tcll!1ll WOO legendary coach Paul Brown in 1954, I 9."i5 Ind 1964. 

The Cle\'elaru area resident bas been Inducted Into IC\'ell llills of Faroe -~ foothill, WCI! Vugini.11 
Spau, U_ppcr Ohlo Valley Dapper Dan, Unh-eolty of Kmtucky, Ckvclaoo and Akroo Hllllll and Clcvelmd 
Browm' Legends Hall. 

Lee Patrone (AlhloJe - 1950,J 

Ln 1'rz1roM (Bellaire High School, Oms of 1956). For 50 yet,n, Pmronc WIii the all
time leading:=~ in Big Red,' bktory with 1,1!42 poin~ in three i.eiuon.,. He kd 
BdWre High to Ihm, straight ICctlonJl titles with won,.!ost mm.'! of 18-4, 20-3 nnd ]9-
4 while 1m:raging 23.5. 26.7 llld 329polnu p:r gamceoch ~-His Tl .I point= 
IIV~ l'CIIlllin, D. ICbool rccon.l. 

The ~-o,timc first team All-OVAC hooorec, IOd an All•Ohio firSI team hooorcc by 
Toe Auociatcd ~ u a KIUOl",he wm II sconn, machine with ."i7 carccr pmes O\'CI" 

20 poinU, lncludln~ nil 23 Ma ICOKI, 1100 he 11.-d ZS Mr.II~ games In l\'hlcb he Wll'al 
at Jcut 20 point'!. 

He ttlliell 54 poin1J twk:c in II garn: in 19'.16, lnc[udlJlfl hi, final game while plnylnjj with an injumi Jed 
agaimt MartJ115 Ferry In the di<.trict toumarocJII tltle pine, Fcn-)o prevailed, 91-87, wbilc wrvhing II liqring 
f'atroDc'3 IErolcs. Earl!a, agaimt a Bridgq,ort team featurini Basktball lral OVAC Hall of Farner .loon 
Hav]iccl:, he converted 25 eoaJs. His 299 gmh in 1 ,ea.,or:i remrun:'l II scbool standard. 

After 111:ncf stay II Ohlo Sl.111e, the 11:ocky 6-0 guan.1 enrolled at WCY Vuginla Unl\'en.lty In 19S7 IIOO led 
the 19."i8 freshman lcmTI In~ with a 20-point norm.A member of the 1~9 NCAAruoocr-up team led by 
All-American kny Wcw., he was I.Ci'OOJ U Wes! in 1960 telUll ~ with a 141 per pme oorm and~ 
named to three IIJ..tournamcm rcanu: NCAA regional, Southern Confcrcncc and Uoivcnlty of Kenndy. A 
\ruginill spcruwriter described him as "iood ~ to be cocl.y IOI.I cocl,;y enou~ to be g<nl." 

As n senior. hew~ 11 third team AJJ-Aroerlcll booorce by Heim, Foundation. He er,.Jed bu career whh 1,028 
(rints - then lle\'enth mt In WVU lilitor)'. 

After graduation, he u.o~ IOd COll!:hcd li-.-e t.ca$Of\l at Wlnknville High School where his f1rll 1969 team 
11,,:nt 14-4 wd 1972 \ealTI Wi!.41 16-4. Afla miring, be reloc.atcd to his aurenl WiIE in Florkla. 

Harry Wilson (Ath1et, - 1960,J 

Han, WUraa (Stcubcc\'ille High School, Clas8 of 1963). Thb former Big Red~ 
r.i.nkJ with the elite lllllllin:; backs in OVAC hiW:lfy. 

His gridiron cam:r Ill Steubenville wu oothlng short of spcdN:111ar, ffil abUIJ:y to 
carry the footi.n took. blm IO I wrring role al the Unlvenlty of Neinsla IOd II m:Jl1 
WIii with the NA...'s Pbiladcl(Wll E.;gles. 
~ ~ ft. II, 190-fiouodcr wa., alw a ufcty and kick rcrurncr for Blg Rro, but 

rwhlni:; the football~ wbnt Wtlsoo uki best. 
He canicd the Bli Rro lo a 9-J !lE1k: hi.I sai!r ~. a oimpalp in whlc.h the: 

Jeffcnoo County~~ 1 prlml 14-B win over benWed Massilloa. Wiboil 
pa.%(1 the Ohio Valley In both rushioi ym1I Ind =lni wllh 1,756 infantry M:Iipc:s anl 23 toodldowm. Toe 
fomier w.ndlnl iii a moocm day 11:oool ~ for 11 10-~ campaign. 

Hiii IChievementJ ga:rncmi him Ohio "Blcir. of the Year" designation by both the AP llllll UPI In C1asa AA., 
whkh wu the~ dus bact then, He wa., nam::d firu leaOI all--Oblo l!ld a ScbolastlcCoacb All-Americall. 
WIOOIJ WU l1mou u domiJ\IIUD.g Im juclor year. The "Steubenville Stnmpcr" twmJ for 1.51!6 y!lftb l.lld 
ICCRd 28 twcbdowm IIOO 168 pobm In JO guncs. He wu 1elccted fir,t team lil-Oblo by AP u I ufoty while 
abo earning lil-OVAC and afi.¼llcy laurcli. 

W1hoo - ,,,ho wu abo oidnmne<l MLlpuhcoc" - ca joyed I a;p;utllni; career al Ncbrmb. He led the 
Comhusun in rushing his junior and~ ~.finish!n1 bis =with 1,702 yanls nnd a stellar ."i.O per 
carry image. 

He wu ll!IIOCll =mirmus all-BIJ Eli;ht 11111 ICl1D and boooRb!e mentioo All·Arncrica by UPf. He has the 
cfullnctloa of playlflr: In Ihm: major bowl gmnet -Cotton, Ormigc aod So gar. 

Afier bis piDying days in~, Wihon ~~In lhc thinl round of the 1967 NA.. draft by the 
.Eagle:s. He tpcJ1t ~ fCllll with the lemn llll I bndllp running bnd. and ud:: rcb.lmcr. 

Bruce Smith (Alhkto .1970,J 

Bl"IIU SlltiJh (Martins Ferry Hlpi Sclnil,Clnn of 1976). He It at: the top of the lilt 
when It COJOC:! kl dimncc ronnlng u II four-time Ohlo ~ champion who~ coontlcu 
meet, Talley IDl school rcconl.s ali::q the way. 

In emu coumry, Smith was I threc-tinr AIJ-Ohioari (IQ73, '74 and '75), cnptming 
first pb,;:c lit the ~ 111m in botb bis junior {1):43.0) IJld r.cnkJr (Q'.)),4) ICllOlll nflcr 
placin; IZ\=lh (IO:OSD) U II klpbomorc. HJs tJm: in 197."i Wall the llmc ~ al the 
tlmo. 

M ooth I juni,or and lmior, be Ibo f1nisJxd flm In the ICrtiooal, district., OVAC and 
Belmoot County ~ IOd linlshed undefeated both years, M 11 ~. tJ:l was 
IC:COod ln the scctional., district ax! county nxct and third In the OVAC. 

He WIii i threc·timc AIJ-F.astcm DiWict and AIJ.Vill:)' borucc In c:rou coootry as wrll. 
lo track, Smith camc:d All-Ohio Wl1U.'J two tbra (197.'i, '76), w!nnlnj tho stale chlmpiomhip in the two

nnle mo both ycani. He pollcd I time of 9:11.I u a~ ofter wbtnlni: in 9:31.1 u a junior. He Ibo placed 
Kveoth at the 51m cvcnt as a IOpOOIIIOl'C (9:39.9). 

He fn:mbcd fint In the ICctiooal IIOd cfu:trict mew di tlJm: ycm, winning the couoty e\'elll 1"'ice lllld 
f1nWring u rt11:1t1er--up ooce. lo OVAC moclll, be won the OVAC one-mile mo IIJd finuhcd thlrd ln the B8Q.. 

yml tur1 u a~ and i;apturc:d th: twlHllile run.., both a~ WJd Junior. 
Smilh pmacd All~ District IOd All-Valley Jaurelt ~ tim:1 in trad.. 
lo the t1m sports II Martin1 Fm)', Smith WU pan of four UDdcfCllal tcan::11, three ICCtional and district 

c:hampkmship kamS, one OVAC cbmnpiomhlp learn !l!ld three OVAC ruoocer--up teanu. 
Smith was also a k,ng--tlme compctikr In moo !!CCI md ~. including ~ }'CUl iu the: top locll 

IUllDCf In the Elby '1 Diltancc Race {now the: Ogdat 2flK Cblllc). 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Wendy Baker (Athlete -1980,) 

llemly Haker (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1989). A two-sport standout for 
the Lady Potters, excelling in both hasketball and softball. 

On the court, xhe was II four-year varsity perfonner, becoming the first player in 
school history to exceed 1,000 career points, finishing with 1,127 tallies. As a senior, 
she averaged 21.5 points per game. Baker also excelled defensively, posting 291 career 
steals including 135 as n senior. 

As a seuior,she was a ~ecood team all-Ohio Division I sek.-ction who was selected to 
play in the McDonald'~ Al!,Star Classic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class 4-A, 
District 5, Division I andAl!-Co!umbi!lJlll County "Playcroflhe Year", She was also an 
AII-OVAC and A!l-F..astem District first team choice as a junior and an all-District honor.ible mention 
pick ns a sophomore. 

On the diamond, Baker's career pitching numbers included 49 victories and 226 strikeouts and .400,plus 
bntting average. Her senior season numbers included a lofty .477 average along with some impressive 
pitching numbers •- 19 victories, J 17 strikeouts and a 0.54 E.RA She batted .483 as a junior with 32 RBI 
and had 109 pitching wins, registering 109 strikeouts and a 1.77 ERA. As a sophomore, she hit .422. 

Baker's softball all-star honors included two-time All-Ohio (first team n.'i a senior, m:ond team as a 
jm1ior); and two-time All-OVAC Class 4-A. 

She attended Wheeling College and played basketball for two seasons, scoring 882 points and posting 182 
stcab during that time. She gained first team All-West Vu-ginia Inten:ollegiate Athletic Conference honors as 
a sophomore after gaining honornble mention as a freshman. 

Jeff Snedegar (Athlete - 1990,J 

Jeff SnedegM (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1995). He put up lofty 
numbers during his four-year gridiron career, culminating in his selection as the AP 
All-Ohio Divisiou V Offensive Player of the Year and finishing as runner-up in the 
voting for Ohio's "Mr. Fonthal!" award following hb senior season. 

A 6 ft. 3, 2!0-pound four-year letterman at quarterback and linebacker for the 
Warriors, he racked up 7,000 yards offensively and registered 673 tackles on defense. 
He also earned second team All-Ohio fo\lowmg his sophomore and junior yem nnd 
was a three-time All-Eastern Dlstrict and All-OVAC selection. 

As a senior, he led Trail to its first and only OHSAA playoff appearance (the 
Warriors finished with an 11-2 overall record, winning two games before losing in the 
Division V state semifinals to Wellsville). That year, he passed for what was then a school record 1,769 yards 
while rushing for I /i21 yards for a combined total of 3,390 yards. He participated in 212 defensive stops as 
a senior. 

Snedegar wa~ also II three-yell.f lettennan in basketball (be didn't play as a junior), finishing fourth on 
Trnil's all-time scoring list with 834 poims and third in career rebounding with 561. He averaged 16.1 1::rA'ir.'6~1c: as a senior, earning special mention AP All-Ohio as well as first ream All-Eastern District 

The 2000 Buch:ye Trail Hall of Fame inductee went on to a stellar career at the University of Kentucky 
( 1996-99), earning four letters a., un outside linebacker. As a freshman, he had 42 tack.Jell, started three games 
and was named the outstanding special teams' player and he followed that up with 97 tackles as u sopho
more. Snedegar had 63 tack.Jes and four sacks 11s ujunior,helping Kentucky to an Outback Bowl berth where 
he recorded 11 tackleJl in a Joss to Penn State University. In his final year at UK,he had 84 tackles, four sacks 
nnd two inte11.--eptions,enm.ing him defensive MVPhonora. He was selected to the All-Southeast Conference 
squad and was named to the All-American Fann Football Team by Successful Fanning Magazine. 

Snedegar was signed by the Miami Dolphins of the NfL in 20()(1 a.~ an undrafted free agent. 

Class 
of 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Nick Bedway (Media) 

Nick Bed~'IIJ (Wheeling Central High School, Clais of 1958). One of the area·• most 
venatile and pm!ific newspaper spora joumafats for five decades, he has beCll on the scene for 
numerous OVAC events 1irn:e 1960. 

After attending We~ Ubeny State College for one year, he joined the Wheeling News-Register 
'1ll a copy boy in 1960. Later that year, he joined The Intelligencer staff as a sportswriter. In 1967, 
Betlway joined the New11-Register staff headed by Bill Van H= and WAA promoted lo Associate 
Sports Editor in 1971. Bedway became N-R Sports Editor in 1995 ll!ld was named Executive 
Sports Editor of The lntclligcnccr/News-Reglster in 2000, a position he held until he retired in = ~~iu:::::id!:

1iot ~:~i~l,:1::
0

:~l~::..,~ti!~\;:~i!JJ:~~~~:1icf; L __ _!!!L_J 
team. The OVAC media guide Wllli dedicated lo Bedway in 1999. He served as co•pnhlicity director of the OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-StarOaine from its inception in 1972 until 1990. Bedway also served '1ll theOVAC standings' alalistician in 
football, boys and girls basktbal.l and baseball for more than 25 years. 

Bedway served one term in 1977 as president of the W, Va. Sports Writers Association and received the Gene 
Morehouse Awanl in 1990 fr.,m the organization. He was ind11eted into the Ogden Ncwspapcn 20K Classic Hn!! of Fnme 
in 2006 and lhe Media Wing of the Ohio Baseball Hal! of Fame in 19%. He twice was selected to serve !IS the HOllorary 
Referee forUie W, Va. SUJ>CX Six Class AA state champioruhip fornball gWIJe:s held at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Bedway was the inaug11111l recipical of the Flllhcr John Lester Awanl for a lifetime of iupport lo local sports and youth 
of the Ohio V.lllcy and n=ivcd the Spirit and Leadenhip Awanl from tlw UJ>pcr Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. He also 
hall n=ived award!i from the Wheeling Soccer Association, Allegheny Mountain District U.S. Tennis Association, 
\Vhee!ing Post I American Legion Baseball Team, Dglebay Park Men's Golf Cluh, and the Ohio Valley Golf Association. 
A past member of the Wheeling Hall of Fame Committee and cum:nt member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. 
Bedway also is ru.iive with the Whee.ling Uons Club and receil'ed, in 2U05, the Leonard JarrenAwanl, the highest I.ion 
honor bestowed ill West Virginia. Cum:ntly the chapter secretary and Board of Oirecton' member, he has served as media 
relatioru direcror, chapu:r presidei,t, first vice-president and Tail 1\vister. Married 45 yem to the fumier Jmly Katona. the 
Bedways had four children ll!ld have fi1•c grandchi!dn:n. 
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Dennis Swearingen (Athlete~ t980s) 

Den11is Sll·earlngen (Martins Ferry H!gh School, Clas~ of 1982). He earned 10 
varsity letters in four sports, making his biggest maits in football and basketball. 

In football. he was a three-veur letterman as starting guarterback/defo1aive hack, 
umassing 1,616 yards passin_g llnd 89() yards rushing while leading the PufPle Riders 
to u combined 21-9 record, mduding a spotless 10-0 mark in his sophomore season, 
Ferry's first perfect record in 20 years. On defense, he was credited wllh 125 tackles 
and had 11 pass interceptions. He was n two-time first team AP All-Ohio Class AA 

:;f[;~~ee::t~~~!~ fi/:°O~ A~l:;;·~k~A!1i:s~:mu6:s:~~ c~ AA ~~Jll1~ 
Valley honors twice. Following his senior season, Swearingen was named a 
~ng\'M?'c~tA~&-s't~'f~rtb~Yf!:~hio Valley Dapper Dan Club special honoree nnd partkipated in 

In baskt:tbal], Swearingen was II three-year starter and 1,000..point career scorer and he was a h:y mem
berofFcrry 's squad which posted u 20-5 record and advanced to the Ohio Class AA regional finub in A then~ 
in 1982. Scoring 14.7 points per game as a senior, he was named first teamAJ!.QVAC Class AAA (c~n), 
All-D1stnct 12 and A!l-Va!IVt as well as second team All-Eastern District Class AA, He played in both the 

~~S ~ ~trifi1!6~~ ~as~AM ~d 1,Jti\~·n~~ft~~~~3~t11~~~ngiitrl~f~l:s°.tl :J 
tl1ird team All-Valley. 

Swearingen also was a three-year letterman in baseball, earning Al!-OVAC Class AAA honors twice. He 
also lettered in track as a senior. 

Swearingen went on to a stellar four.year football can.-er at Ohio University, graduating in 1986 wtd posi
tioning him.self in the lop five on the Bobcats• all-time passing list in JO categories (through 2005). He is 
second in pass attemr,ts in a game {57) and season (383); third m pass completmns for a game (31) and sea
son (195) as well as fD p.isses for a season (13); fourth in yards p_assing for a gume (355). season (2,056) 
and career0,267) as well as flllSS attempts (569) and completions (312) for a career; nnd fifth in career pass
ing yards (j,267), 

Bill West (Athlete - 1990,) 

Billy ttbt (Buckeye Local High School. Class of 1993). He made his biggest 
impact on the football field, earning All.Ohio honors three times, including twice as a 
fint team selection. 

West also was a throe-time All-OVAC selecdon (!990, '91 lllld '92) and a three-time 
AH-Eastern Dlitrict pick (first team in '91 and '92, second team in '90). He also par
ticipated in the Rudy Mumley/OVAC Charity All-Star f'Wtball Classie following his 
senior scnson. 

After starting as a freshman at Buckeye North, where he rushed for 900 yards despite 
missing two.plus games due to injury, he put up some ultra-impressive numbers at the 
newly-cunso!idated Buckeye Local High School. 

He finished with what still stands as a school-record 4,658 yards, including a single-sellso11 effort ofl,846 
yards ns a senior. He also had 1,719 yards as a junior and 1,093 as a sophomore. He also owns six. of the top 
seven indlvidua! game rushing records ut Buckt:ye Local, headed hy a whopping 335-ywtl game ugainst 
Martins Ferry in 1991 (second all-time). 

West scored 352 points on tl1e gridirun, including 152 in hb final season. 
During his three years with the Panthers, the team compiled a 28-4 combined record (9-2 in 1990,10-l in 

1991 and 9-1 in 1992), making the playnffs twice and mmowly missing ou a third. 
West also lettered three years in tr.ick and two in basketball f□r the P11nthers. 
He was a four-year letterman at the Unh·ersity of Pittsburgh, starting for three yem nnd earning A!l-Big 

East "Offensive Player of the Year" honors as a sophomore (1994) after replacing All-American tailback 
Curtis Martin in game two and rushing for 1,358 yunis, fifth 011 the all-time single-season rushing list. A 
Panther tri-captain as a senior, West finished as the school's fourth all-time Jeuding rusher with 2,803 yards. 

Donna Joseph (OVAC 'Family') 

Domw Jtifeph (Shadyside High Schoo!, Class of 1964). A leader in the OVAC 
tr.ick and cross country community for three decades, she also coached girls track and 
boys and girls cross country at alma mater Shadyside High School from 1983-98. 

A registered track nnd cross country official for 30 years, she started working Cul 
Giffin OVAC Track Meets in the early 1970s and continues to serve as director of 
the Class A-AA meet, a position she &tarted in the mid-1980s. 

She currently is chairperson of the OVACTrnck Committee with over 15 years on 
the boon] and is co-chairperson of the OVAC Cross Country Committee with over 
20 years of service with the group. 

A recipient, along with husband Butch Joseph, of the Ca! Giffin OVAC Track Service Award, she also 
has been active with the Ohio Association of Truck and Cross Country Co.:iches. 

She is presently the secretary and membership chaiiperson of the OAT&CCC and serves on the 
Ex.ecutive Board of the statewide organization. Donna and Butch handle the registration for the annual 
track clinic attended by an estimated 1,700 coaches. 

She i;erved as Meet Manager for the Midwest Meet of Champions when Ohio hosted the event at Ohio 
We~leyan College and also served as Ohio coach when the meet was coutested in Indianapolis, Ind. T11e 
Josephs were awarded the Ed Barker Award this year from the OAT&CCC. 

Besides track and cross country, Donna also has sen·ed on the committees and worked the annual Sam 
Mumley OVAC Basketball All-Star games and the Rudy Mumley OVAC f'Wtball All-Star games. She 
also assisted with the OVAC Volleyball Tournaments and team standings. The 1964 Shadyside High 
graduate earned her degree from Ohio State University in 1968 nndhermaster's degree in 1983 from Ohio 
University. She was a mathematics instructor at Shadyside from 1968-98. 

Earl Klevins (Otndah) 

Earl Klevln1 (Warwood High School. Class of 1934). One of the Ohio Valley's most 
prominent football und baskethall omciab during a 35-year career from l938 to !973. 

Kkvins nttendcd Wheeling High School for one and a half years before transferring to 
Warwood High, from i,,hich he graduated in 1934. He played high school basketball at both 
schools. 

Earl attended Bethany College where he played foolb.il! and hasketba!l along wilh com
peting in track under legendary coach John Knight. 

K!eviru officiated in his first basketba!I game in 1938 at Uie Madiwn gymnasium. The 
opponents un that occasion were Wheeling High and BridgejlOrt and his officiating p!lrtner 
was another OVAC Halt of Fame member, lhe !ate Walt~'! Heil. Thirty-five ycllfS later when he hung np hi, 
whistle, K!cviru had officiated in more than 1,300 basketball gamt:lf and 570 foolb.al! ganu:,i ou the high iu;hool 1md 
coH~giate level. 

Along wilh 11erving as an OVAC official, Klevins officiated games in the SouUiern Conference, the Wcsl Virginia 
lntercollcgfate Athletic Conference and at m~ny other college• in the tri-state urea. 

He also played professionally with the Wheeling Hines haskelbaU tcwn and WIIS a lm1g-time panlcipant in local 
independent leagues and tournaments. 

Klevlns was a long-time standout on the area tennis marts, winning many local, regional and national tmuna
mems. In 1975, Earl and hi• partner won the United States national doubles title In the 75•and UJ> age bradu,t. The 
tournament was held in Myrtle Beach, SC. At age 45, he won the West Virginia state singleJJ title and reamed witli 
the late Lor.u1 M~-n:cr for doubles honors in their age group. Earl also won numerous Og!cbay Park Tenni, Club 
chamJ>ioru;hips through his mid-80.1 at which time he retired from competitive 11:nnls. 

Tiie committee for the Samuel A, Mumley OVAC Basketball Classic presented K!evin1 with the Robert "Bobby" 
Dawson Officials Award. Earl and hls wife Lucy have been married for llllITTl than 70 years. They raised three 
children: Earl Jr., Judy and Robert. They have been blessed with four gramkhildn:n and five groat grandchildren. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Sam Andy (Coacb<sl 

S- ..tMJ' (Wheclln& Hl"1 Sdull, Clul of 19,8). The w!rminpt aa:11. ln Ohio Valley 
hl.gb achool boys'~ hW;ory wllh 611 wlm 01-"n" • 34-ye. ca:n:a, Midy tmpaucd a 
m:oni Id. by chmttrOVAC Htl of 1'11:lle lndoclee Ridlaro L. "Old" Powi. 

Alldy"1 lad coadtlng C1n'U hi,;Jt,dod two - ll f;airy1burg (0.) Hip! Smx,I (!964-
1966), lnffl. ytan II Wb,:dlog Hlgh Sd.ool (1969-1976) md the bsi JO yan at Wlxdili& 
Pin H.lih Sd,ool (IQ76-2006). 

S=nl ilklme f!JI" ndoriel In West Vupnla'1 bij tCboo1 cla.u. Andy'1 temu II/Oil thJtc 
Ou.I MA WIie ~ (1976 111 Wh:cllna; Hlpl, 1980 md 1,m it \VlftllJli Put). 
Tb0 199!! t1i1!1: fin.al WU C111C of the nrnaabk, champloomlp gmne:t III W.Y.l. boy.' lmketbali 
hi'IU)' u And(1 l'lltriot, dd"eab.l Ba:lky Woadiuw WUIOD 99-96 lu .11. trlple-ovatlmc ~ 

Tnbo bad ooe otb,::i- P&lrlol ap..tad f1nl>h as the Rate nllllle:f--Ilj] (1997) and Rl',11" .cmifttl4liJI: tam.I (!9&8, 1990, 
1998 md 20COJ.Andy cra::hed m 922 pma and h.u clubs uperlcncal ooly Ihm: losini ilCa$Oll'I. Urda his dll?:ctioll, 
Wb:cl.ini Hljb aid V.kdln8 Pm (pJA]ified for 1111 OVAC ~ 20 mie ~- In 37 yean at the t,l'o Ohio 
Coo11ty s.:lnuo,Andy pm:loced 31 leClloo4I championdilp temu, 2a R.epan 0oe llillRa and m Olrio Valley Athldk 
Com= dMdon pennmt wlnntn. 

TI:n,up, UJ<B1 othll =· the Whedlns WJU;::,iU m.1 rm Pm1ou d<imm&tcd thrir rtvabl in the confemice, wia• 
nlq 78 penffl of lhe:lr pm apinst OVAC ~. lk)' aiJo IIIW&l.ly playttl a ICbrouk tbll lodudod llllllY of 
the 1DJ1 tmltlblJ1 f""J"'1'R In the ltale, Ar,dy coached fo11r Wed Vup:nla Pllya of the Yro ltmldoW md 1-..d 31 pLay
a1 earn colkge ~-l,rludlllg se..-cnl. Divimll l wJ.wa:m. 

He twice wa lu><Ied u the OVACCoar:::hofthe Year (1976 -1 J9'JY). In 2004, be wa telcctal as the Upp:1' Ohio 
Villey ~ D:;m aut,·, Co-Mtio of the Yau aloot wlih Monroe C'.mtr.il Coad! Jay Cin:ostit. In 2007 he wa the 
m=lplcol of the ~ Habedldd Coacb:.i' Award pr=ll::rl by the canmlllce dl=tiog the amml SaaP:1 A. Marnley 
OVAC &w1bail Qawc. A 1958 ~ of Wbecllnj ~ School, Ar,dy palunkd £rem West Ulxrty Swe 
Colk,e in 1963. He wa, a baskrtb.ill lWtcr and letlmnm II hJdJ. tchoal.,. 

Joe Fortunato (Athlet• - 1940,) 

]rH FffllUU11D (Mingo l-O&h School, C1nsi of 1948). A nine-time lettcl'wlmler I □ 
three~ ut M'mgo (foodJaJI, ~I and ba.1eball), be Wa.<i an AlJ-Obio Valley 
Athletic Confexencc perfonncr as• football anil baiketball ptayer. 

Foctuna.to eomlled at \llfiinia Military lrmituk, but transferred to Miuisslppi S~ 
when the Kqde~' head coodi Slkt. Mortno ac.ccpted the job with the: Bufl~.AI 
Miubslppl Slaw, Fortwl4to be,;.,.im0 an All-Soutlxmcm Conf= fullbad.:-llne• 

""""· Th: honorilie mention All-Amerlcll perfonner led Miuwlppi St.lie In ruming and 
h.iu.l a gr.me hiib of 169 yards against North Tea, Swc:. 

Hl~lislll of hb colkgwc ewttI oo;um:d when thc Bulldop dcfoued lllltion.al champion Tcnn.:ua: 7• 
o. Volwitttn' Coacii General Tom Ncylaod pmsed Fortunato after the ganw: by ulling him ooc: oft.he 
greatest ptayen hu lc:llnU at Tenr,euec, hlld cva- facctl. 

Foounato WM drafted In the seventh round by the Chicago Bean, but played ooe = In tbe CanatlWl 
Lc:a~ befon: gJgnln11 with the Natlooal Football Lcait)C team. 

He startal at lin,ebadcr for 12 sea= (19.'l'.1·1966) with the ~MO!Uten of the Midway., and was named 
fint team All-Pro three 1inr1I ,Joog with beillJl aelectcd f,. the Pro Bowl oo fkc occa,iorn. Th: deferuive 
capwn of the 8cm WU abo oipt.1in of the ilut Pro Bowl team coadEd by the le~ Vmce Lombmtli. 

After hili playing ca:m:.r, Fortunato 8p:ot two l:eaMIL'I oo the Bean' uaff. coachlna: the \.lneb&tlcn one 
year IIJld the JI SCI'ilng Ill defensi~ coontillWJf the DCJ.t year. 

Fcrnma1o also is the ooly Ob.lo Villey ll1hlm 1o be selectru lo the National lt&fum American Sporn HAIi 
of Fame:. He WU the leadlni votr-getier In Th: l~lligenc:er'1 1970 All-, Time Ohio Valley Twn, which 
WU~ by 11. vote of the !!roi 1!p01U fam. 

Fortunato also is II member oftbe Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall ofFiune. 

John Reger (Athlete - 1950o) 

kb lrqa (Llmly Hli:h School. 01.1.11 of 1950), Thu lil-OVAC boooi:= In footbdl 
and 1:wkthtll wu Inducted into !he Whcdlnj City Hall of Fame in 1998. 

Re11:f'I fOOlball achie\,=entJ wen: mu.ttk.tb!0 comiderlnl thllt he WU Jeu than 1!.J:
fcet tall a!ld wi:libru jlllt 125 pourut.. wh::n he began cocnpetJni as a hl~ school llhktc, 
bu! be had more bnpa1ant attribu!es 1uch u a~' competitive heart and Iha ddetml• 
na.tioo of a youth twice hi, 1in:. He pbytrl fwlback and l.lnebocW at Umly and ~ 
the 1949 c:.det aquad 11w I°" j,ut on0 game: to Trbdelphill (20-19) In what wu ~ 
cd u the lllOSt manonw1.e high achool football cmtat pLlycd during that en .tl Wbecling 
W-1 Stadium. 

Reger went (IQ 10 the Univrnlly of Pl~ 00 11 football acholmhlp md hJJ frmnn.tll 1e.tm ID 1950 w,:nt 
UDdefulnJ, Af\ex just~ vanity g1:me1 the following year. hJt coUcgi&e Clreff ~ ended by .t tnez: J.niurY. 
The Whecllna lllllve rrturaed bome aud wm wod.lnii bl I i;uo!:Jne lt!ltlon 'lllben hJJ former hiith ICbool coadt, 
fn Rine, arnnged • tryout fur Wm with the Pltuburgh Skckn ern1 tboogh be boo llOt played foolball in three 
}TIUII• Dt'J)l1ylri1 the ume grit mid detmnln.ttkm he had Ulllwn In hi~ rcbool, Reger opened the 199.'I KalOll 

u one oftbe St«teo• llartlni Unebatlen. Diuiq hll n!Dc lUIOIU In Plttabuip, Rc5:i::r earned Ihm: Pm Bowl 
lnvnt.tlonJ. He became uptaln oftbe Steekn ddemivc unit .tntl wm voted u the te.tm'1 MVPdnrmg the 19.'19 
.eaon.Reaerplllycd lnhhfimPruBmtlln 1960Ell'IO:lmadetwomote~•ln 1961 aDd 1962. 

He IIIIW=l I li!e-thrca!cnlnj; Mid DeU au=-endlni IDjm-y durlnt hll fin.ti scaJOO In PlttJbtuih ~ a 
1ami:: .tplmt th, Ea~ ll ff.tllliln F~ ln Philadelphia, ~wu hit ID thc bend .tild had alplml ln hll lhroat 
th.ti cut off .tlr. futucately, the mnbulanr-e they IClJI for Included o:,;y~ 1M be was n:\ived. Followio.: tht.t 
harrowing inciuent, eVCl)' tum in the NFL w» required to have 01ygen oo the riddlnet. 

Rrger wu placed on '\li.Jvcr.t by the Stcdeu ~ to the, ltUI oftbc regular r,e1S011 In 1964 md be 'WlU picked 
up by tho WuhlnPJl'l Rerullm, for whom he played Ihm: more yan before retlrlo,:. OY!:nill,be played i2 sca--
1001 ln the NFL. 

Robert 'Bo' McConnaughy (Alhlete - 1960,) 

Robm 'Bn' McC~;, (Whe:c]lna Ce:ntral Hlih Sd-.:ol, Cl.tsl of 1966), He wu .t 
tMHp1It ~ f,.- the MilroCII! KnJiJta 1n the mid J 9Wt, lllmna in bulelblill aoo bue
boll. 

McCmmughy 'QfU I foor-}UJ ldli::rm.tn in~ sport,, pwili lint-team aJl-llale h,:c. 
Ofl In bucbill at a Rnlor. Tb,11 smr,e }'CII be~ accood·teml all-Wat Vlipni.t lal
n:!J ill ooop!) D.fii:r hd¢ni lead the MllOOll Knlpt, lo the West V~ C6lbJik 
Toooltmenl title, 

In tmcbQJI, Mceonnaughy ii c:ons1d=tl one of the best MutJtOpl the ctlio Valley~ 
n:nb hu evex poducro. He went oo to sl.lU' .tl West lJbcrtJ S!.m Colkgc In both spcru, 

ID 1970, McConnmt;hy wu nan:,e,i flm-taim all·WVIAC 111 • 1./uUMlp .tlld lhortly 
then:.tfter lignetl I prmu1ooal cwrnct with the Ba1timo!e Oriob. A,= prevlwlly, be wa drafted by the 
Clnchmati Rem ln the 24th round. five rowdl -1-1 of Kai Griffey, Sr. 

He rpent Ihm: ym,, ln lhe Orio}es' farm 1ystem before l'dUmIDi home lllLI nmriq for Ibo Warwood Rcdl d 
lhe Ohio Villey Iluebal} ~. 

& wu I ICUJOO-team 111-conf= ldectloll III a aeruor for the Hillmppen' hoop tca:n. 
Mi:C'OWl!IU,¢y hu ma!ntaincd h1I reJa:iloo1hlp widJ Wat Utcrty, finishlnj: ~ Im 2.'lth yac ,11 the Hilllo[,pen' 

bmeball bc:lm, 
He IJM =JIJialed more Ul.tll 500 winl .t! hll alma Jl\lller 10 iO with five confer= cmwm .tOd a berth In the 

Im NAIA Wor!d Seric=i, ~ kd the Blad: & Gold IO their fint-ever NCAA Rrgion.tl Plliyofh in 

'"'· McCoonaujhy wm clecbl tn tbe West Ubc::rty State Colki;:i, Hill of Pam:, in t988. He bu bc:eu llllllro WVIAC 
Cuacb-of-'fm. Yea- oo roor occa:rlortt. 

In ulitioo to bueball, he 1w ~ footblll, tra::k .tlld me:tf• md 'lmrral·~ bul.etball K Weu Ubc:nJ- He ii 
amrntly ln chmie of the Wl5C lntmnunll J'roiram, 

Bill Hinegardner (Coawe,) 

B11l H~ (Meadow Bridie Hi&h Sdnll, 0- of 19fll}. Rdc:rral to by~ la!c Bill 
Van Hmie u W. Va. W~r;·• ~Man of Chlnn:f.~ Hb,q:udo,:r tem1'0d Im bochcb'~ ~ 
m:1111 Ccaml Colqc in 1965 lni IJW!a-'1 <lei= fri:m Wesi VJ:JillWI Uui=wy ill l~. To:, 
f<I~Cooronl 1-w:tball lm b:ilebr.ll player en1c:1n1 !he Marshall COllllly School. SySll:m as a 
~ acha iu the 196U6 a:bocll. year. He 1tn'tu o 111 ISW!m ca:a,:b In wra11in1 md 
foolhdl II Mowir,iJJe Hip! re. lhnx Jalll bcfm: w.J.ng = the, he-' wteSi1Jni po,klon wbro 
Ult COIIIG!l<bEd John MlnhaJJ Hl"1 SdnJI ~ lll doon N the wtset ol ibi, 1968-6Q aduil 
~.DixJnj:llis 14 JfillUbe,dCl}:;lrdi,Lhe Moosch~bec:a/neODCOflhelffll;I JUC0:Do 
M In !he OVAC n.l aho ill the i;t,:1e of~ Vq;lo:11. Hlnepmn,:7'11<2m1 WCE foUT W. ¼. O
MA ~pa (l'lTl, l<fl3, 1974 m:J 1979). The: Momrcta ,o,-m, allo f1111110;f1---U fOl!f 
\iml:s Gd l'iltiJbc,j iowt:r tl,.,iQ iliJh place mly cn:e ill th: W. VI. Stw Tomnament. The: Rm Mauck. OVAC W~ 
T~ AW ~·•Join Mmhlll~ tw, lbeoveraJJ team 1111,: fom: Llnnil97l. 'TI, '7,i, 'n)m:d 
flllllh ao;oo,:I fi~ limet. The: Mcascla DO~ five OVAC Clul +A~ Im emelJN a Clull +A 0ml Mee! win
om five tlmet. From Dettmber ol 1971 t!J;wth Dcamber of 1976.~'• ~ _..,. throujllail llnir;J-t 
dual !llaldx:'I witbwt I dc!cu. Hu o'ffflll ru:al oat rccooi .,. .. 13J..29-I. Hllqaldner'1 poi.,.tm t,,,tdoc'Cd 2IJ md!vld-
ll.ll Rw: cb.amplm.l. ID 1996, be "Ital I mmtier of Lhe late Mil,:: l..hu;ly'1 Iliff that bl Join MIRba!i to the W. Va. Class 
AAAfCl11biill tl!1e. Hi! acn'Cd1.1 l'ruidc:111 ,.-Dl=10roftheW. V:L W~1Co;rlieJku;:~ tbeRcpoaOncCoa,;liet 
Aucrial:loo; M.trwJ.l C,;,;,my o-k1 AnocwJoo; Cc>-Di=l<K oflhe OVAC IIJi W, Va. Slate T~; E=:-lllve 
Boa<d M=bcr ol !he OVAC m.l lbe W\ISSAC for Wmdlq;. Hu awmt., ioclmle Nlllooal w~ Hall ol Fame 
Wetlme Senil:e ill Wll'Sllln1 AwllU (2004); ~ Hlpl SdJJO!. Coachet AsKdalloo DW:rict J Ca:ad! oftbe YCS" 
(1976); OVACCoadl ollhe Year{!974); w. Va. Wrcstlin1Co,,choftho YCS" (lhro: time:$); u~ Ohio Valley Diwer' 
Dan~ Award& (two times); Mr. M.111 Awstl ror coalribotla,a to the lpOl1 or ... ~ ID the OVAC (lw.4); 
Upper Ohio VIIley Dipper Dan Carl R. 1-bm!ll A'll'lnl (200)); M~ille Area Jtmla- Cbilmher of Com:=.c Jim &I~ 
AW!lm (19771 ii',m rorOllUU!ldlng 'Mrl: in reUJioo.u m:l yoolh act:1,111ea: ml the J~ llinhail Hlr;h SdJJOI Wall of 
F~ W.-U Clul, ~). Afl<:r rctlri1Ji from Manhall C..wy ln 1999, BUI - to won: b lhe s~ of Ohio 
School D111rict • Riw:i- High u .t Guldaoce Coonscu W1lil b0 retired ill 2004. 

Don F1eming (Athlete - 1950ol 

Do,, F/nlbtt (Shwyside lfiah School, Clau of 1931). Toe r;,.·o-t!mc All-Ohio Villey 
Athletic Con£= fnl Jem:D 11orua, in fool:hlll, Fkmlni....,. aipt.tm oftheTlscn' unic:• 
fwed coof=tU' dwmpiau Iii ]9:S4. He also~~ fox the Shalyn.le lljll&d that "ltOl1 

m OVAC dmlim tille In ba.uclball. This vmwie llhlete pl.tyed In the fJilo Eacst-West AIi
Stu bmeb:al.l ~ held ill O:ilumblla and p,::tfortntd In th:, Qbio.W,:st Vqlnia AIJ.Sttr 
Foolbrill Game hdd tlurlni !he llmllOC'Tof 1955 a Wboi:ftlg Ward Stadlwn. Flemia11 'WCII oo 
kl the Un:rnnliy of Florida Cl:I I foolbr.ll lCbobnhip. He....,. a three-year wrter nod a t,iro,

WrJ ad~ (or the Gaton, He WU decied ~ of the 1959 !aim tiw playtrl ln lh0 
O.tlDr Bowl nod wa I me:nibcr ofihe AlJ.-Soulheulem Coofermcc ~ thal wra: year, He 
WU druftcrl by the Cllicqo CanliMb of !he tuklOaJ fuilball !.eague l/U the 8ad!Jl1 Patriots 
o( the Am:rlclu Rnba11 i...e:zlglle, flu,;,.=, F1i::m:lli& cltctcd ID mn&ln In colqc to ~ ,mi'. OIi hb ~ md 
play baxmll. At I lmklr. Fkmi1JJ also wu mJIC'II ~ of !be Florida 1-bl!J lta:111 Umt ~'Oil tbi:: SEC~
ooshlp nod csncd 1 ~ in tbe NCAA taun,.1me:nt. In lbf lpllllJ: of 1959, Fkmlll1 eam:,:J •~!IS .t comtructioll 
mjmec:1'. When Paul Brown. o.-ntJ-co!Ch of the~ Browm. tndnl fur Flmlini'• NFL rights, Flmtlnj 
bypu,ed 1IJlW'8 ....t\h lbe bucbaJ1 ~ Otiolel 1111d ~ ID pby prof~ f<ObllJ. DelpUe P:Vl:fh:IVJng 
~ defetmv0 back, he IIWkd u I rookie wilb lhe Btu'l>US ,11 aafety ml l!llde lhe NflAIJ~ IClm In \960. 
Af'ler his !hird lmSOl1 wllh the Browm. Flemln1- nouied kl tbeAII-NFL fu.t tum,ln that off~. while wort
tni oo I CIJlllll1lctloo Job building II a be.Ill In Florim, Flcmlni - lulled In .tD dectrle.tl .,;Idem. Boot Jun::, 11, 
1937, F1emlnJ was jliit 25 yun old at the lmli: of his paaillj. De.spite, blvloi played juil ~ R1J0111 with ihe 
Bmwm, he 11a1 aoc1i i:ll ~ on 111e r~ thtit lheJ mmro 1hdr practice riclJ, Aemini f'lclJ, 1n bu. 11ooor-i 
re1lre,:I No. 46. wbJ,:b was Im lllllllm. The Unl..-cnity of Fkridl mmed ill mtmmnl fi,:ld, f'lanbli Field, and the 
Fkril.t Alllmnl A.ssocimioo establlsml 1111 nm.I In hb n..-nc tml ls 1P,m "'11'lWly to !he lnUCI' In .tDY ap;,rt 
~ifym; lh0 bat bdcnhlp qmlhla. He Ibo WIS ldedcd f,.- illducti,:.i lnlo th:, Uail'l:flity of Floridl't Hat\ of 
Fame -1 !J a membc,roftbe S111e offkri:la'1 AJhletk Hall of F~- S1111<1ynde Hlih Smiol netlml bb numbc:r (59) 
-i IUlJl)ed l1J ~ compb Ranln1t: Ad,.I, 
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Bob Kelley (Athi.te - 191iO,) 

&b Kdlq {Weir Hi~ 5';::mol, Cla:sl of 1961). Kelley Jmde tbc:: most ofhil gifted 
ani lpccdy leil to= his nicb: into 1h: Wdr High and OVAC n:unl boob In two 
lp0rt5. He wu a mr IXJlh cm the: trid]rm and the tract cinden foc dr Rro Riden. 

Kelley - cCllclJal by the Jqrndary Jim Carey - rmml foc 2,730 yartb ard ai2 
c= tcu::hdowm. Kelley led Wcir to a 10-1 5em{ll\ and the West ~ !Me 
champuioship In 1960. He: pined 1.259 yardJ tht.t }'=' with 22 IOUCbdowm. 

In the 40-0 root of Nitro in the ~ chmtplomblp garrr, Kclley Will a ooe-llll!ll 
woo.Ing Cl"C'W. He tallied foor 'TTu anl paucd foc • fifth. 

KcUc, wm n1sa II two-way stm1er a:s a junior for the Rro Rklm. He was the ~ 
~ in ~ lmtofy to receive tbe Kmncdy Anni. (1959), hcuowetl ca:h yi:ar oo the ~au:'$ 
pn::mitt prep froball pl.ayer, and tbe lint winDcr from the OVAC. ~ fin.t-tcllm ill-West Vlrginia ml all
OVAC llo:nlro: ClplWro the Wlgwun am Scbowtic MagmTC All-Arncricm boocn Ill !be:, Red Rklen 'Wen: 

ranked I Ith nationaDy, He pla}m in 1h: OVAC All-Star Game and left with Most Viuuabtc Pl.aya- 1CCOiadc1. 
Kelley al,o lll!lde hi.I mart in track hb ICruO£ seuw, Hc: estabfuhal I Steel Valley ~guc record of 9.91 

teOlfllD for the JOO.yard dailia!ld wt OVAC meet lt.mdanl of 10.1 ~ 111:tbe s.aJD: ~. 

He: wu mted mot! vi.luabk paformeJ at the OVAC meet 'Nbcre he won three &o4d medals 1111d ou:: lllVtt • 
He v.i:nt on to win fOllf qlonal tnid: titl.e:oi .tlld fom more medals In the Wile m:et, ln:lnding -=n:I place In 
the 100.yanl daih. 

After pduatioo from Weir, Kelley IJJl3tricubled to Comcron Junior College in OUahoma. He led lb: Aggies 
to the ruco clwnpbllhlp, beaiing Bakenficld, 28-20, In a p:nc played in the Rose Bowl. Kdley led 
~ with 712 r-nJ.i cm the ICUJII, ~ fml-tcwn all---Oldahoma ConfcmlCC team boo,:n_ He wat also 
hooored oo the 1961 Junior Colle gr Heltm Alhktic foundatloo Afi-Am:rican lealli llS a fi~-tcam halfl-=k. 

He IMCT atteooal Ollibomll St.tle .tlld Colorado, but wm udclmcd dllc to injurlcs. 

Gene Cattane (Alhlete - mo.) 
G.n Cf/lltlfM (SI, Clalnvfllc Hip! School, Out of 1977). Cattaiie pot tojdhl:f an imprel

live fOUT-)'e'II' career on the dian:J:n:I MI llutatop 1111d p!tch:r f,.- the lt=d Ikvib. 
Scmc JO ~ lllef, hl i:tlll rxik.t ln ram·, qi 10 in two ll.tllsllc.tl Cl!qoric:, - No. 4 on 

the ill-time e.trttr hlt 1W w:l!h 172 llli No. 7 kl RBI with !ai.'1. ln 109 vaniry gma. Cattio:, 's 
e.trttr !P.llllb:n also D:lwoi a hlltini:; ~ of .431 wlih 127 runJ icoml, 291:itm! nma, 
13 trlpk:1-12.'I OCJQ\des,As.tplidlcr,he inr¢eiia 1-4-11 c.tn:cJre,:m:I. 

H,c wu .t fOUT-tlmc all· \'illey ~ (ICWOO team U I ftabmm io:J fint leaDl the next 
three yem. lnclwln1t: lerVini u ~., .t KDlor) md be - 11:Jcctoi to partil;ipa:le In fwr 
Eastcln Oluo &xball Lc.ti;ae All-Star Gamet. Ca:nlna wu also libbed fox the Ohio All-Sta! 
Seria ln Colurr,bm, eqllivab,t to pining ail-ltMe hoo<n II ui.l tin,:,. 

Al 11.acnirr, c.ttcie bcJp::d tbe Rat DcvilJ IO the OVAC Cl.tu J-A cbampicmb:lp md 1 23-9 O"Venll recml. He 
blDoi .478 (fifth In !he valky) with valley-lea:llo, lotlb o( '4 hlll, 10 hooJ: rans, 38 RBI .tDd }j rum arortd. He 
also bad four tri~. lix doubb md 16 ltokn bu::a. On lh!o tmlEd.. he Wllt 6-2 with• 1.73 B.R.A. ln 12.2 lnnln~. 
Wiling wt 71 while W'llllni TT am allowing 31 hltJ. C.tlwJ::'1 Junior nambcn U.:>uded .1 A."i.'l 1v=r;e (fifth in the 
OVAC) with ,aJJey besta In home rum (SJ md RBI (36) MIJll11 wi1h 40 hlta, five doobkl, lhrcc trlple,. and 26 l1llll 
..,,..,.J. At .t ~. hi, hlt .349 with V.tlley hll,hs In boo-= runs (9) and RBI (46) lkmg wkh 38 hit,,, foor doo
bb, thn:c triplet md 32 fllllt lCOtd. His fn:ibma:n lllab Incl wed a .449 S\'Cng!l (fowth ill th:, OVAC) md vllilcy
leadini IDMU in l!itl (40) md runs IC1:S-ru (34) wn, wllh IO doubles. thn:c triplc!I, two iJJme ron1 mi 25 RBI. 

In wdition ta hit high rlool npio!ts,Clllane wu mo I aoodoo1 American I.qlon ~. He WM narrcd Ohio 
A=ic;si Le&:Joo Ptayi::r ol the Year In 1976 after bdln1 Mayuanl Pott 666 to a ltalc runn:r·up flrJsh witb 1 2&-7 
n,cnd.b1Uln1 .150f,.-lh!, ICmoo lllcilliln1 .ai33 In leVQl tounwnent pme:a.Jk QSOpia)ul Klr11U1:: Ihm IOycan 
'fri!h Mayumd of the Qb!o Valley Ba,:baU uagDe IIJi WU .t pcre,unml IIJ-allir', 

CalllllC, lndlicic:d inkl lhe St. C. Hall of F11:ne In 2006, died In .t coal mining IICcidat oo Sept. JO. I <;91 ll the age 
of 31. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Leon (Athlete -1970s) 

John LI/on (Brooke High Sdmol, Clan of 1976). This Bruin starred in three sporlli, 
etching his name Into the OVAC annals as one of the premier football linemen and u--ack 
weightmen ever to compete in the conference. 

Leon - who was also a standout grappler at Brooke - was a two-way line star for 
the powerful Bruins, earning a myriad of all-star accoludes, including the 1975 Ken 
Hunt Award, goiug to the Llneman of the Year in West Virginia, making Leon the first 
OVAC winner of the prestigious honor. 

Leon led Brooke to a 9-1 season en route to the OVAC championship in his junior 
campaign before ellming all-conference and all-state l1111rels as a senior. The powerful 
Leon played in the 1976 OVAC All-Star game, captaining the MoUiltaineers to victory. 

He was just as impressive in truck circles, rewriting the OVAC rcco!U books in the shot put and discus. In 
the 1976 state meet, Leon lauuched the imn hall 59-1, breaking the W. Va. standani by some two feet. The 
record lasted two years before being edipsed by future Olympian Randy Barnes. Leoo won three state throw
ing titles, two in the shatput urn! one in the discus. 

Leon was u!so 11 force on the mats, compiling a 48-6 mark llll 11 junior aod senior heavyweight 
Upon grndl!lltion from Brooke, Leon 11ccept..d a football scholarship to Notre Dame. He was II three-year 

letterman for the Fighting Irish as a guam. The Irish won two Couon Bowl$ and one Gntor Bowl during his 
career at South Bend. After graduating from Notre Damt:, he received his MD degree from West Virginia 
University in 1984. 

He has been II radiologist for 20 yearll. He i.'I t11e current president of Radiological Physkhms Associat..s. 
He is past president of the West Virginia Radiological Society, past president of the Marion County Medical 
Society u well a, pru;1 president of the Faimiont Field Club. 

Leon and his wife Man:y have been married for 22 years. They have four children: Johnny,Cwnllle, Isahd!a 
and Joseph. 

Anthony Reed (Athlete. 198<~) 

Anthony Reed(Wheeling Park High School,Class of 1989). Reed left a lasting mark 
on the athletic i;cene both for the Patriots arnl the OVAC, c~·ident when he became the 
first person inducted into the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame in 1997 for hl8 
exploits in haskethaU arnl tn1ck. 

On the bllsketball court.Reed was a two-time first team All-W.Va. Class AAA selec
tion, se.-ving !IS captain as a junior. He was a two-time USA Today W.Va. Player of the 
Year o.nd the Gator.Ide State PIPyerofthe Year us a seoior. He also gained first teamAII
OVAC and AU-Valley accolade, twice and was a tri-captain on The Intelligencer's all
decade tcllm of the 19808. 

The 64 wing scored l,290 points in two seasom, including wbllt still stands as u 
school-record 663 points {a 28.9 per·game avernge) as a senior. He averaged 11.5 rebounds per game that year 
o.nd also set what was then an OVAC-record 88 three-point goals as a seoiOI, As a junior, Reed was selected 
to the West Virginia Class AAA All-Tournament team. 

In truck, the talented Reed was a stellar perfonner in the high jump, hurdles and relays, 
A two-t!me West Vuginill CLas5 AAA state champion in the high jump {including u meet-reconl 6 ft. 9 in. 

effort), he also set wb111 was then u valley-rcconi with a 6 ft. 11 in. leap. Reed placed second in the I JO-meter 
high hurdle$ at the state meet (14.65 seconds) o.nd was on SUI.le championship relay teams to help Park finish 
a close second in the Class AAA state meet in 1989. 

The Park product also made his presence felt 11t the collegiate level. starting and lettering for three years at 
Cleveland State University. He ocored l ,ll90 points (ranking him 10th on the all•time CSU scoring list ut the 
time), aver~ging 15.6 points per game as a senior to earn second team All-Mid Contioent Conference 11Cco
ladcs. As a jllJlior, he avcrnged 13.2 points per game aod received the Paul Stewart Awani preseoted to the 
player whose unsung contributions did the most to further the success of the team. Reed also won the Mid
Continent Conference high jump championship as a junior. 

Chris Enochs (Athlete • 1990s) 

Chri1 Enuchr (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1994). Enocb8 elleel!ed in three sports 
for the Golden Bean, but it was bascba!] where be would make: his biggest impact. 

Enochs' senior seasoo diamornl exploits earned blm first team all•West Virginia Class 
AA accolades lllld he was named the ~r1ayer of the Year'' by both Gatorade and USA Today 
o.nd was selected as tbe runner-up fOI that honor by the W. Va. SporuwrilL'fS Association. 

A!so II first team al!-OVAC Class 3-A first teamer and uPlayer nf the Year" and 1111 all
Valley first teamer and "big ochool" captain, Enochs led the valley with 11 home runs and 
42 RBI while batting .442. His pitching tolllls included a 6-4 reconl and a 122 E.R.A. with 
106 strikeouts and 26 walks in 63 innings. He pltched a perfect game for Oak Gleo against 
Toronto. 

On the ~b:tball court. Enochs was first team all-OVAC and 111!-Va!ley and was an honorable mention all-West 
Virginia Clasi AA choke. He averaged 192 points and 13 2 rebound/I per game as a senior and finished his career 
with U147 poiots. 

On the football field, Enochs earned first team all-West Virginia Class AA as a quarterback after \=ling Oak 
Glen to its first-ever WVSSAC playoff appearance. Alro a first team all-OVAC Class 3-A and all•Valley pick, he 
led the valley with l ,729 passing yanh. 

D.afted by the Cleveland lndiaM in 1994, Eooclu opted for a scholarship to West Virginia University where he 
became the Big ~t "Pitcher of the Year'', first team AU-East Fkglon and was a second team All-American pick 
by Baseball America, 1b<., Sporting News and the National Collegiate Baseball Writers. Named the team's co
MVP, he was 12-1 on the mound with a 3.03 E.R.A. and JO cumplete games, including a on-hitter against 
Villanova. As a jw1ior he wu named the Big Ea!t Tournament's MVP and Outstanding Pitcher. Enoch! had 21 
wins, including 14 complete games, in his three-year Mountaineer career. 

Following his junior year, he became the highest drafted player in OVAC history, selected No. II in the first 
mund by the Oakland Athletics in 1997. The 6-J, 225~pound right-hander with a 93-mile per hour fastball played 
nine seasnns in the minor leagues, the fifllt seven in the Oakland organization and then one year each for Huustoo 
and Pittsburgh. He pitched in 250 games with a 45-52 record and a 4.91 E.R.A., posting 661 strikeonui while 
walking 380. He was a member of the Class AAA Pacific Coast League champion SllCramemo Riven:ats and 
played for the Puerto Rican Winter League champion Ponce Leunes, 

Enochs also played for Team USA, winniog a silver IllWlll at the 2001 World Cup in Taiwan, 
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Jennifer Hyland Brown (AU.let,. 1980s) 

JenniferHyhltld Brown (River High School, Class nf 1986). She .auks among the all
time greats in girls' track, having excelled lit the conference, league and state levels of 
competition as a sprinter. 

In four years lit OVAC Championship meets, Hyland scored a whopping 126 points as 
River won two Class 2-A ream title~ (1983 and '86) and finished as ronncr~up twice 
(1984 and 'BS). During her freshm1111, sophomore and junior ye11111, she won the 100,200 
and 400-mcters and was on the winning 1600-meter relay lellm. While Ull a senior, she 
won the 400 and 1600-relay and was second in the JOO and 200. 

In state meet competition. Hyland was the 400-meterruuner-npas a freshman in 1983; 
first in the 400, second in the JOO and third in the 200 as a sophomore in 1984 {her 24 points single-handedly 
gaYe River a third place finish in the state); first in the 400 as a junior io 1985; and first in the 400 with a 
stare-recom time of 55.65, and on the sixth place ]600-meter relay team as a senior in 1986. 

Hyland also sparkled in Ohio Valley Track Leugue (OV1L) Championship meets for the Uldy Pilots, 
winning the 2()() and 400 all four ycurs while taking the JOO the last thn.>e. 

She also enjoyed tremendous success in the Belmont County Relays, finishing as the top scorer as a 
sophomore after winning the I 00, 200 and 400; duplicating the top scorer feat as a jWJior by wioning the same 
three event~ (including a meet record in the 200); aod scoriog the same "triple" llll a senior (benering her mark 
in the 200). 

She was selected All-Ohio in the 400-meters all four years by the Ohio Association of Track WJd Cross 
CoWJtry Co11Cbes, She Wll.'! also an All-District o.ndAII-Val!ey honoree in multiple events. In 1984, Hyland was 
named hooornble mention High School All-America :md in 1986, she Willi invited to participate in the Midwest 
Meet of Champions in Indiana, an event showcasing the best senior athletes from Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 

A member of the River High School Wall of Fame, she received a scholarnhip to ron track at West Virginia 
University where she competed for one season. 

Jose Davis (Athlete - 1990s) 

Jost Dant (Bellaire High School, Class of 1996). Davis put together some eye-popping 
numbers in both football 1111d basketball, earning him All-Ohio recognition in both sports 
during his stellar career. 

011 the gridimn, Davis was a three-year starter at quartcrtiack, leading his team. to a recrutl 
nf 30-5. As a reoior, he led the Big Reth, to II third straight OVAC Class 3-A championship, 
first undefeated rcgular season and first-ever OHSAA playoff appearance {Bellaire 
advanced tu the Division IV state championship game, losing a 50-44 double-OT thriller to 
Versailles). He finhhed the season 253-of-406 passing for 3.551 yanh and 32 TDs while 
addlng another 10 scores roshing. Davis earned All-Ohio Division IV Offendve Player of 
the Ycnr honor11 and was runner-up for the prt,Stigiout Mr. f-ootball award as a senior. He 
also received first team A!l-Eust..m District,AU-OVAC Class 3-A and All-Valley big school accolades on multiple 
occasions. The talented signal<>iller set BUS career records fOI most yanh gained (7.306), pass anempts (790), 
pau completions (455), highest completion percentage (55.7), passiog yanh (6,769) and TD passes (60). 

On the haniwood, Davis started and lettered four years,racking up 1,457 points, 479 rebounds, 167 assist:i and 
151 steals {all ranking in the top five on the BHS careor list). Hi:i all-smr accolades in basb:tbal\ jncludcd first team 
AU-Ohio Division 111, All•Eastem District, All-OVAC Class 3·A wu1 AU-Valley big school. He was also named 
thinl team AIJ~American as a seniur. 

Also a tliree-yeur letterman in baseball ut Bellaire, Davis continued hi$ c=r at Kent State University. A three
year starter and lettemian for the Golden Flashes in football, he put op equally irnpn,.uive numbers including 
single-game record fOI most pass att..n1pts (59), completions (34) and TO JYdS!ICli {7); 11ingle-sea:ion m.arb fOI"" 
uffen11iv~ yanls (2,883), pass attempts (365), -pass completions (194), passiog yanls (2,707) nnd TD passes (32); 
and career records for offensive yanls (7,731), passing yanis (6,722) and TD passes (52}. He had a Mid-Amcric1111 
Confereoce reeonl 55! yards passing in 1997 against Centrnl Florida und wlwn he left KSU, he ranked 10th in 
MAC history io passing yard.$ and wru1 third io TD paases. 

Davis alro dmlb!ed as point guard on the Keot Stare basketball team. in 1997-98. 
Professionally, Davis played fOI the Winnipeg Blue Bombers of the Cruiadian Football League in 2000 and 2001; 

for the Ohio Valley Greyhounds nf the Natinnal Iadoor f'OOtbal! League io 2002, leadlog the team tu the league title 
by passing for 1,668 yards and 37 TOs aud eamiug championship game MVP honors; for the Indiana Fiiebi!IU uf 
the Arena Football League in 2003, the Colorado Crush in 2004 and 2005; and the Grand Rapids Rampage io 2006. 

OVAC Museum Seeks Memorabilia 
The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation's largest 

high school conference with 46 member schools, has estab
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its 
member schools - past and present - and is currently seek
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase 
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office 
at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse 
of WesBanco Arena before you leave tonight's OVAC Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony. 

Bob Hedmond (OVAC 'Fumlly') 

Rtibtrl L. "Bob" Hedmo_nd (fol!anshee High School. Clas! of 1948). Owing his high schDo] 

;;:rt;!i~~lio~•:.r;:;M~~ 
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tom knee ~111tllage. 

plaA~,:i\::t~J~k~\~ ~nn~r:~i1n~~1;~1led at Shepherd College where he 
fn coaching, Hcdnmnd inet with success al every SIDp. He was especially adept al starting neo

phyte program! or rebuiWing teams that needed a spark. He coached football. track and/or 
wrestling at ,everal i!Choob, including Ox~lll Hill (Md.), East Live,pool, Bmok.e and Slellbcnville. 
lledmond swwd the prngr,111] Ill Oxnn Hill and took his team from M 0•54 record lhe fin;t year 
to a 5-3-1. He became the first head football coach at the conso!idated Brooke High School in 
1969 and led the Bruins to an OVAC championship. Hedmond took over at Stenbe11ville in 1981 and directed the Jefferson 
CoWJg ~\Wi for two years. His teams cnntled an 18-4 recnnl and qualified for Big Red•• firsl two puSl-seasun bc:nlu 

::i 1~':~;1,,;'!
1
~~;fk~:f.:i"~!i.~t·y~u~

1=~Lh~J~17~3~~~:00~ ~r:i~l~ 
WWI 44-22·3. During hi.a lime as 1rne\ coach wuh the Pollen.his teams went through. four suaight seasons without losing 
a dual meet. 

Su=siful as he was with a cnuclling whistle around his neck, Redmond Wll5 even more effecth'e as an lldministr~tor. 
Within the OVAC, he served as a class repn,seutative. was a long-lime member of the OVAC foundation El.ecutive Boan! 
and, fDf several }'ears, he directed gUllll OVAC Wo:st!ing Toumament. Hc:Jmood served "" Athlctk llirecto.- at 
Steubenville High School and later was the Building ll!ld GroullWI Superintendent with Steubenville City S1:hool1. Among 
his numerous honOlli were the Car] Hamill MemorialAwanl, presented by the Upper Ohio Valley D~pper Uan Club; OVAC 
Mr. Mat.Awanl; Ohio Eastcm Distrn:t Cnach of the Year; Eastern Districl Athletic Director of the Year and ll!l Outstanding 
Achievement Award from Dapper Dan. Before his pa51ling, Hedmond WM inducted into the Ohio Athletic Adrninistniton 
HallofFame. 

'i 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
James 'Jimmy' Stewart (Medial 

1-C. "J--," 5trWfff (Tr!Ddelphl.a Hlgh Scbool,Clasl of 1918}. Stewart devot
ed neffly a bdf-centur:, to tbe rrw,papa- profession, terYJnii wltb en=m dldla::tion. 

He began biJ aau ~ wilh the: Wbed1na NeWl lllid Tor Re-g!Acr, wbldJ tb::n 
Weft) ~ ~· Stewart - IIJlOfU edJtrr of thr IIO'lf-dclunct WhccllnJ 
Tdeppb fmn 1921 thn:qb 1929 zmd latct becm,e the aports edltm of 1hr Nc1n
Reptcf. He eventually a:n:Juded bis bi; Clllta" 111 thc:-,cutc ipJJls cdittKoftbe N• 
R wl:l='e be worm:! aloopid0 fcllow Hall ofFamer Bill Van lknc. 

In thc: cal.y JC1C1 of the: OVAC, the mnf= ~ had oo greater friend !ban 
"Jimmy"' Stewan, tb:iJ ao:ordmg to Van HoJDc hbmel!. &JlnninA In 1943, SkY.wt kept 
the wedJy lt&Ddlnp oo footoo.ll ml bmetball ui:itil bis ~ {E Da:rmbcr 31, 
1968. Snvt al,,, r-lmt:~ r=Jl'd boob lhal proved l:nnlmble to Zlll)'ODC lm:mtcrl in Chlo v.lley 
q,on, be. H11. alII wu u • waWna encyclopedl.l 1111 local athkticl. His heal ... a llom!OWO 
of aports lnfllf1Imticm. Wmt wun't committed IO hb memacy could be foond la hb pochHiz.cd lt:COOI boob 
Uld enTclop:s whkh filled his desk nt fiUna c:ablnet. 

Bql:nning in tbe arty 1920a, Strwart'1 "Lootl:n' Em Ovd" colwnn 1l'U aoe of tbc IBlft 'l'ridely..-read 
tbrOllilPlt tbe ar=. In later ycm,:,be pemied a ~mlumn, "111!! 19ch Holct whlc:b. iippcaccd in tbe DC"WJ+ 

pape:I" evay Swwlay fmm tbc 'Pfflli months into tbe r.u. He abo inltlatt:d 11. popiJar Moadily columll oo -
collep1e ~ which he titled, "Wilh tbe Collep." 

1-1e 1n.1 aoo lnrolvcd with the: ldlednllna °' baaudml1 pm::a woru:d by memben or tbe Obkl Valley 
Bom1 of ApPro~ BuketbAll Offidab. Hil love af -1lot baleball 'll'al well kncnor'tl, 111 be almost metlcu
WUlly covatd lzappenlAp in the okl lnteW~ zmd Urulcd Mine Wod:en budmll l,e.qLa. 

A quiet lnlD who never ca,t ~ In tbe llmrllgbt wring hA CEa:J", SCewatt wu hollored with • ap:d.al 
awml at the time ofhh ~ !mm III llfl(lfcciatin: Ohio Valley Aibletic Coofer=. Hi, also rteclvcd an 
award of appm:i1t1oA from the Upper Obki Valley o.ppa, Dmi Club. 

Robert 'Bob' Kettlewell (Coad><sl 

RIIMtS, "S-" httkwll(Lmly MlllluJ' liutilDe,O...of l~T). Dlrini llll20 yan 
a1 tbe ilea! cmc:b 111:Wlnlcnvillc HiJb Seto:,! (1956-75),Kcrue,r,dl'1tcamtposbla l4J. 
40-10 ~. tbe lhlrd-bclt wmln1 ~ in Oblo Vllley b:INOry for roada wilb 100 
<:. m..-c: whu. Hl:li kmll earned WIie lap cbampioluhipl (Mir in lb: Big Eipll -1 ll-..e 
OVAC tllJcta), W1acm1k WIJII itJ fiDt OVAC crmira ll!lder ~ ill I~. p,t ill aec• 
....i ill J 966 and lheD capm:rt:d lhmc In • row £rum 1970 tbroa&h 1972, whldi cqulr:tl • 
m,;xd held prm,,mly by BdWre md Matlni Ferry. 

Ketln'dl had tm:c ~ 1e1:1111 at Wlnknvllle - 1957, 19o1-t 1'172 - 1.11d 
1eR11 dubt !hit Rl.tWIIQl jtut cm: km. Frn:n 1966 lm>llch '73, 1he Warricn kid oaty II p:me1. Ulldcr 
lkttbrdl'• LlJn,cticn, Willknville ICOml In • ~ 140 ltnlghl p:Dt:1, mdiaa with • ~ tic: apilul 
Bellaire in & amlat that AW lhe Gold Wlflion deGkd what wooJd have beca & pa,e-wi,:lninl aMf lUC:lk-cootia
Oinl toudd,q ~ of I pamliy. 

Amous !he mn COldxd by thiJ lqhly~ meailI" wm Domne YOQli, 1he Oblo Valley carttr n&&hln1 
m,;in1 holih. A1DOD1 the omc:r ~ collo:p, l1hkdc foocbtJl IWldom llltoml by Kd:&wdl-.., Otua State, 
captm:u Alai JIU WM played D11 m mliefeato:J ROie Bo,rl am with lb:, Ba:uyo.. -1 Rosa Alford, lhe fint 
blacl: IO lip at Wtlll Vlipm 1.Ji:ih,::nity. 

Kcttkwdl also - 1 ltm:lout lllllcte while playln1 • Lindy Mllltary lmtltulz,. He kUtml Ill four ,port.J m:I 
playc,:I foolball at West VbJia.la Ua.lwnlry, 'Nhere be Ibo lett=:d. 

lodlall Crm Hl&b School"• (formerly Wlllle:flVillt, Jll&hl foo4ball r.:ruty wu n::nr,,:i,at •Bob Keulewdl 
Mc:mcm1 SWhll:n" In b:iJ baoor. ID 1990, Bob wu lb: fwrtb otdo Vl1ley COIICb. ioouctcd lllkl lhe Ohio Football 
CO!ld:a Asocl.lllon fWJ of Fame. He joined 1he UPJIC'f Cfil,i Valley Dipper Dim Hall of Pam bi 1987. 

Tom Keane (Atblde - 1940ol 

r-X- (Umly Mlli(a;ry lnstltute., au. of 1944). The Bdlaln:: natl~ wu • nmltl
'J'Orl: ~ f,:. the Cadets Md camcd AD-OVAC ~ l:lld foomnll m the £int 
~ In 1943--44. Hi, MIO wa a11 All-Cll)' lwetball Jdectloii. As II KmOI" on & 7-
4 re,:oo:I Cadet football team, the two--w.y back l:lld ?JDIC7 rc:tumcd II pu1 intet(:ql(b1 
106 yanh ID acorr lo t111 18-6 win= Wll(Wl'.J(Jd. 

He cmulkd lit Obk1SlatewbaebekUatd11111 frahinan bdmo .er,ioc: 2ll imntia 
In tiw, U.S. Nll"IJ", 

Upon dltdwJe, be earollal Ill West V"up!UII UnlYatlly and~ la 1946 mid 
1947. tauulni a rm: lfflt:fnml at both osu and wvu. 
~ WU II lhJmmund pld: and 18th~ Natioll&I Football uague Draft IClc:ctb! by the l.o.Anceb 

Rm:m ia 1948. Hepla}'ffl dibt NFL-,-i 87 pnet,,u 11defenlive 1-::t-offt'Illmca:liDcllldinitbe 
fint four with tbe Raml. In lgj2,he pbyc:d with the Dall» 'Ibam bdmo two yan ""1th !be B&Jtlnne Calls 
l!ld ea,;bl hb car=- In lgj5 with the: Oili:aio Canilnlb. He was a two-tiam All-Pro ml played in the 1953 
Pn:i Bowl, n:nkcd ICCOod lo the NFL In pua 1ntacc:ptiom ~. and pl.l}d In three NFL cbampkinsbip 
pma lndudm1 the Jgjl llaml' t.Jtl,, iea:m. From. 1948-52, bcCh ICc:MI: brodlen cmnpetcd In the NFL. 

Hi, wu a lonJ·tl~ ~ coadi In the NFL llldudl.q: 0ucago Cmdloaia from 1957-59, PiJtJbu:rp 
1965 and WD IQ ~pill manbei- of the MimlJ Dolptla,9' lltlff ill 1966 wbm: be: ranained throup 198.'I IIS 
dd"c:ruln back.I and ,pe,cW tamaCOICb, In 1962.be ~ thc fint be-1 COlldi oftbc: Wbeelln; ~ 
mid ICn'al uatiljolnl.iij the Sicckn' Iliff. Th:: lronmc:n weal 9-4 In 1962 h:fore winnlni the Unltal Foc,tbail 
u:agtJC titk With I 12-1 re,;udb:i 1963. In 1964, the lroAmen ~ 7-7. 

Kcmiedk:d &I !IF 74 b:i 2001. 

Tom Yakubowski (Albkte-1951bl 

To.Y~(AdmaHlgh Scbool,Oass of 1958).AtJm:ie-ap;It llaaloul f1rlh:: 
Golden Wava who tUned ln the: flnl year the ICbool joined th: confc:reuce, wb:lcb 
apanded Ml lhrc:e clux:i In 1957-58. 

At Aden&, he: wa a Uu,:,e-tport ~ captaill In fOOlbalJ, basketball mid bmcball .J 
amal 10 leucn- four In buebaJJ md tlim,: c:ach In bimetball -i foot1-.11. 

Th:: 1957 Adenafwbdl 1ea111 ~6-2-2 aiid Mmitb:OVACCbuAcri:r,r,on.J-li, 'nl 

a tumw;l-llncbllder~ In football and an AIJ-OVAC, All-Valley Small 
SdJonl. and All-&11 Ohio AtWd:k: ~ ae1mlon.. Hi, - the MVP of th:, l gjB Ohlo
W.Va. Afi-Stlf pme WUCI by Ohio, 25-0. He iD:md 13 po!illl md llarc:d II l'ul.Rlaa-

--In basketball, be wa a hrro--tinxAII-Ellt OhloAthktic leap bo.<Jee: md •~ lndwhle fiprn f1r 
thrc:,e ~, lndudlq 11.3 pointl per pmc: U l topbomore-; 17.5 pointa II I junior and 192 pointi .. l 

--In buehall, lhe phcbc:r-mficlder WIS an All-Ohio ICloctloa .. a KUll" aod be ai.:, pitched In lhe Em-Wat 
All-StA" p:!111) In Colwnbul. He led the~ Wave Ml a ll-1 rei;ud, '°'1llj; In th: rc:poml finab kl 
N~ HJ~ a.ud future: M-.fa,r ~ phcbc:r Dean a-:e. He loac:d two one-biucn In a lhree--day 
lplll l:lld bad 32 'l/3 COIIJCaltive ~ l.cmlngs In tol.lmalnelli play. wbidJ mils RColld In the Ohio tn;h 

Sd>ool"""""""" 
Ha amcd I fwfq)J i,;holanhlp Ml Ptadoe UaiYenity, wb::n: he lettcrm IIS a lOpbcaxrc l:lld teru0£ full

hlck-tJneba;:ter 'll'b:lle RlffffiJI!! 1 ICrlc:I ofknee- lnjurka. He wu sc:rood on the 1ea:m UI ru:ahln8 (310 yanla) 
as •JOJlbomcl:e-. Ha l1Jo played baleballc.- RM:lll 11 Pm-due. 
y~ coq,etcd In tbc: 1962 Blue-Gay All-Star FoolbaJJ Game md trial wt u • free- q,:::iat with the 

Buff&Jo BIIIJ. 
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John Craig (Coaches) 

JOQ Cf'SV (Fol1ambcc HldJ School, CiA:n of 1967). Cali eujoyed Ill Dlmtrioln 
26-yc:. carca u I bead v,m;tlmi COld:l.. lnctudin& lWO lamllS al: Hlllil:uu (Ohio) 
Hldi School, 18 .,_,. at Steubeuville Bl& Rm l:lld flYe yean at lndb.n Creek Hi&h 
Scbool In Wbn,:nvllJe.. 

While 111 Bla: Red, his 11:an.1 eamcd IU ovcnll ~ In lhc: OVAC 
Wrutlln11 Tomuam:n1. Steubmvilk alJo c:apwm:I Kvm dlvirional tltkl -1 fmlt:bed 
in the top Ihm: 11 IDtl.l of 13 timc::s at the conkreocc cliamtiroluhiP evmt. Thbty-one of 
hil Bia Red IIJltmcn emnal indrridual CIJll!fer=.:e tltkll:tte bad B7 quali&n f,:. the 
Ohio mce meet, fln, of"homeamed Individual~. 1111d D wtn were 1ta1:e 
placc-lrimtm;. His team finished In the kip fin ll the t'>blo ltate laafnKnc:111: fourtlma, 
~ I n.tllller--llp finLltl In )988. 

Cnia 1 19!9 llqllld finuhed the rqulat KM011 nnud No. I In Tho A--=iak:d ~ Dlvmoll II ~a: 
poll IIA(f plac:f,,:I third &I the rue., &ouroaln:nt. Hi.I ova;ill dual med recon1 WU 20 I-74-3 and he: coached bu 
lleMlU to ◄2 tDlinlZlllJent ~. lncludlng nhic: dbtrlct tltk::I. Foor times, h1' te.atm turned ln Ullde
featt:d ikial med ra:onb. Sevml of his fCIIIIEJ" Wttltkn -.-mt oa to compete In collcee at r.i:::boou IIICb u 
Ohio Staic, Pmdue,Army, Navy mid West I..Jbaty. One ofhb ~ wua a B~ 10 cha:mpb:Yhlp 1111d oth
t'II wcm pla;o.WIDal In the NCAA Dhition I, 11, 111 and NAIA nat.kJlial lDtlfn.llnentl. 

Cra:lg M.l narrai OVAC w~ COIICh of the Year on five OCCWOlll and 1"'U inxnted the~~-. 
"Mr. Mat Award." In 2((£2. Heb a memhef of the Ohio Wrestlin!! Coachei md the Wat LibatJ State 
AthletJ,;: Halli of Fame. ID 1989, he was ldccted III tlw, Eut-Sootbcmt Wimling C'.oacb of the Ycv l:lld 
Ohio DtvWon ll COid! ofthc Yt:111". Foc 21 ynn, CniJ tam ,u a -.n::itlini; official OIi the yo:Jth,Jumo!" 
b:igh, higb ICbool, coikp: and open Jevr!J. As & prillciJlll If lndJ;an Cfed, he WD 00:, oftbe foundcn of the 
Budeye 8 Athktic Lcque. 

As 1111 athk:te, Craia: wreuJa1 It FoUamhee Hiib School IQd WU II thJ=.year letterman at We5t Libcrty 
~h=: be earned WVIAC ~ thlt:e tlma and l1"'ice - the MVP In the confaencc toumJ:rne:nt. 
In 1972, Cra:Ji: W9 the fUllllef-up In lhe NAIA lll1kaal meet, wt:im, be c:arned Afi.AmencaQ bouora. 

William 'Bill' Thomas (Ollldal,J 

WZW.. D. "/filr' ~ (Bd].al:f!l High School, C1au of Jgj2J. Durlna: • 48-,_
carca u • trDtl official, Tbomu aava:I III lhc: mc:ct rd"m:e fOI" ra:tiy cvay major 
~ Ill lhc: Oruo Valley. Th:: 11U JncllRlel the Martins Fc:ny and Sbadyddc! 
Rclayl; the St. Claimille, Bamc:nille and Wheellllc: Park tn,1tatlom!J; Cal Giffin 
TIU Oau:ic; VfflOUJ OVAC d:1.-inpiamhlp lllm.'I; West ~ Reglonab and lbe 
Ohio HlJh Scboal Ath1etk MSOclmion F.ulan Sa:tlonal 111d District Dledl . 

He 1"'1:1 a 1DtCt offic:lal flll" 10 OVAC ldioob, incl!ldiJiJ Bclhin:, Bm1enille, 
Cambrid2'e,Jr,b:Q Manhall,Martlm Pa:ry,Shadylldc,, Slyvne, St. Clalnvllle, Wbe,ellng 
Pm:. mid Unlno Local md Thomu abo MJrled a a meet offidaJ ll the Mamfidd 
Relay. (15 y~); Bcllwrc Rda)'1 (48 }QJI); OWo repllW d:ia:mpb:wilfl" (10 yan) 
mi the Ohio hla:h school m:te mc:dJ fOI" boys 111d pit (IS yan). lborim abo ICJV~ 111 med dl=1ol" ,u 
mnoerow Budeye S!Me dlsnict-i ~ evcmt, alorta; wllh the OVAC Tnlcl:. Ownpioruhlps. 

He =ived the OVAC Cal Giffin Awani f,:. aerYial ID tad md field In 1983; 'n1 bollonry rc:fcreo at the 
Bellaire Rda)'1 In 1996 ll!ld wu bonorc:d ap.lndooq tbeSO-yevcekbrlllo. o(tbe flllllm Bcllairc JDm In 
2C04. The fOflllef Bellairll High athl::t1c grw iJ a memba-of the khool'• wan of Pmne. 

Tuomu ltleOi MIAialppi Stale on• football Jdlolatlhlp l:lld aho letm'ed ~ la IJKt hil unhmmi )'QT, 

Aha- two yenn with the Bulldogs, be entered lb: Anny and tam oversea before- oomiug home and play· 
lni on lhe l9S6 National Smicc football champinmhlp am,~ by Dem Cc.yell, who 1.'11?:r cotlChed 
the Sa.u Diego Chugcn. Th:mw finished hiJ colle~ ,;.,mer at Wat Liberty State Collc:&e where be lett='ed 
In fucxt.11 Md t..eball. He abo bad a Dtjl aod IUCccsdul cact'a In COIICb:ini;. He ,pmt f.-ve- Jean IU Ill IDU
llill in football 111d bas1:etbail Ii Bcl1am, High. After that lc:lll.lle, he: llrC:n1 to St. Oainvi& 111 bc:ad bueball 
coacb and an an;imnt In football md butetmll. Bill later 1pen1 fife- yan .. be-1 football coach at 
8arnavillc: bdore bcwml:nj llhktk dlrmor at BelJalrc In l'/73. He JCJVed u bead coach 111 Uuion UlClll 
fnXD l '/7B olllil 1981 whc:111 he: returnal to Be£Wm u a teada lllltil mirizlg Ill 1989. 

Nick Mumley (Atblde- 1951bl 
Hid. MIUIWJ (Wheeling H!ib School, Cb:u or 1955). o-, of the rrost booored 

thrc:e-sp,xt lllhle1es In the km& biJtory of Whali.ii11 High, he ltmed In football, bat
kc:lbail md IIxt, c:MlliR& Ihm: ,an:ity lew:n In each. 
~ - Ont am All-Stale In football u II two-way aid and be also m::clva:1 All

OVAC .J All.Qty ao::colades. 
In 1-b:tball, be wu fint lelm all-clauAJI-Wal Vl:rginla 1111 lalllll" and .-.J • two

time All-OVAC Mid AIJ-C1ty Ont team ICk:ction. He ICOf"ed 1511 pol:nu per pme u a 
jmrior -i 2◄.3 per ootini IU l aenJm-. 

As a Wildcat lmlOI" In 1955, the: 6-fwt-6 cai&a- wu the lllCbor of 1he f\nlJ ~~by OVAC 
ugca,:h' l:io::o=:e EVttdl. Bru:!luwl wbkh MJa Its flm 18 pme, before bowtna ht 1he rc:1t1lar tat011 finale 
at Bellaire:. The OVAC thk-wlnnlag tcun ,.-or, lhe ltt1loua.l md rc:polial tltb before bmrlng In lhe fint 
round of the 1ta1:e IWmamart lo Mull.em to fJnlJh wltb a 22-2 m:onl. 

He abo ICUed 30 polm In II rc:conkd:tiua 146-110 victory ovc:r Weit HJ~ Ii Mallion Gyruni,a:lwn, 1 

pm:, 1"'iricb 11et Ohio ValJey l:lld We-st V1rJinia marb foc combined pohttJ In a pawe (2%). 
{II track, be-.ron two Jtllc: onc:-clau llhot pot tl1les wl:th llllds of 51-3 1/2 In 1955 md 52-l 3/◄ in 1954 

aal two OVAC shot put cro1m1, l11dudina a confc:rmce---record toa, of 5J-.-5 1/2.. 
He earned• foothill ICbobnhlp Ml Punb:l Unlvcnity, ~ he lettered thre,e ~ u a~ nm.way 

""· He, WIS the 51st ovcnll NA.. draft pld: In J9:'i9 by the Pblladclpbia Ea&kl, but opted to play In th: new 
Amerlc:an Footh.u l...e:que 'll'hae- be compded three: 1CaS011J from 1960-62 with lhc, New Yort. TI tans,• fOfe-
~ oltbc: Jets, u II ddas.lve cnd-offmllve- tlldk. He: played In a total of 42 AfL p!JEI, 

Bill Kennedy (Atblde - 1%0,) 

am~ (Warwood IIlgh School., Clau of 1967). Bakcib;,Jl 1111d Bill Kennedy 
are ~. Soo11! foor-phll docadel 1lllce- 1tmrina at oW Warwood Hlih 5dJool. 
lmtdballllillb11111Jorpartolhillife. 

Kezia,dy CJ1joJed • llcl1.u pie-p career with the Vltlnp. n., daw.lu16 ft.. 2 ~ Jc:d 
Wanwod ID m;te C1u11 AA buutball IOlir1IIIIEDt ~ In both th:: 19661:Dd '67 
camplla:n-. He capped bll prqi hoop career by lprt1na: th: Ylliltp Ill !he ICbool'■ only 
Mate 1-lelhlll cnrw■1. That team fiDisbed with• udlaf24-2 mad:, lnclwlug clo■l..ag Iha 
-=ac111 oo a 15-pmi, ,1ctmy nm. Wr;,,,:oo captnrc:d la JlniOVAC booptltla ln2I ymn, 
with Keaa,dy PfO"l'~I much oflhc: firc:pJwc:r 'lrith hi■ 26.2 p:>iot■ per pm!! IValJt'. 

11m apkalTe- lckeoort dlndy pnerc:d (Int.tam All-Wat Vupria,All-OVAC, Md 
AIJ.Cb7 pw.,d'itl. JU$( l ~~.Kennedy Jc:d the: Vlkinp lo a 22--4 matt. al the IWC ~ before 
bclu1 diin:inated by Mullem. lie Ml a f\m-tMm AII-OVAC booorec lhat ye-&r ■od - aned 111 .di-um trur
OIDICJl! dc,,;:tloa,an bolo" be~ u a aenim". Kennedy firli3bed bl■ !Dustrioul; Villnp' buki:tball career 
with IIde- lhan 1,200 poinu. lk, - ll■o an acrompllibed blpi jumper,u reJ1edcd In his thinl-placc l1nbb In 
lhc: IUlc: Cl■u AA med .. a lC!lllr. 

Hit bautball lldiieYmEJIII earned bim • spot witb tbc: We■t Ubaty Stal0 C'.olle,e batelhall tum. He 'f/Ut• 
ed oo time In 111W1J1 bu mad:: for the Hl.Dtoppen, leadlq tbc: team hi ■corlni In both his fied:un.■n and IOIE
onue- ■c:aoo1 -..ith 3091:Dd 445 polnil, rc:spc,ctlvdy. Kemx:d}' c:amr>l lll-WVIAC and aU-trunamr,u..t plauolts 
a • fre-■bman. 

HiJ hil'Oycartoflmpfeulve play 1"'ith WUiC pn:1rided •~&board to a uansla-toArizmaStatc Ullmnily 
f<Jtbe 1971 IOO •12-.~, provedbewuoomwHcluil 'Wlwkruhe Jc:dtb, Su.nOevililn ICOl"

lng both-, uc:radnl 1411 l:lld 14.li poinb pcr pi:IE, rc:,p::ciively. His u,,o.ye-ar pobii total of 765 !J lhc: 
ninlb best foc a Sun Devil [n a Tlll'O-ye:ar c;:arc:Q". All told, he ICUed 1,719 on the::~ lem. 

Hb play at Arimo.I Stztc: C311abt tbc: eyes ol pro(eaakGal ■coutl. He wa dnited by Mempbls al lb, ADA, 
bu! med f<:. a cu=- u a tmutt.11 official. Kennedy, who Mill rc:d,cb In tbi, Pboenl1 mu, cootlwc:I to h: • 
Pa:- fo co11qe bamlblfJ offlda1. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Rieves (Athlete -19641,) 

Bob RU!ves (Wheeling High School, Class of 1969). Some 40 years after running his 
final prep r,u:e, Rieves reniains the measuring stick for sprint 1:,>reatness in the Ohio 
Valley. The 156.pound men:uriaJ.heeled rocket was nothing short of sensational during 
hb career with the Wildcats. 

Rieves was nearly untouchable his final two ye!ITT in the high school ranks. 
As a scnim', Rk:vcs turned in a perfonnance that still r.mks with the all•time great 

OVAC running fetes. He broke two state records in the state championship meet while 
tying a third. 

He blistered the 220-ynrd dash in II new state ilandard of 21.S while he smashed the 
440 mark by l.2 seconds via his 47.7 clocking. Rieves• scintillating 9.8 in the 100 
equaled the state record. His assault on the state reconls resulted in him becoming the first OVAC utllkte in 
28 years lo be the state meet's high scorer. 

Rieves W!l3 ril.so the Weit Virginia state champion in the 220 as II junior. 
The Wildcat star captured five individual OVAC sprint gold medals in hi11 final two yearll of high school. 

His imp!llssive efforts helped lead \\/heeling High to the 1969 OVAC team clmmpionship, the schoul's first 
such title in 23 years. 

His sprinting dominance is rellected in the fact that he was undefeated as a seninr in the 220 and 440 and 
was never wornc than sei::ond in the 100 in that time. He tied for high-polnt honorli in the prestigious Bellaire 
Rt:lays his senior year while being the high scorer in every other meet that spring. 

Rieves• sprinting accomplishments were so impressive that his track jersey was retired at the annual 
\\/heeling High awards assembly. 

Rieves earned a ln!Ck scholllr1ihip to West Virginia Univcnity. He competed for two scasuns for the 
Mrnmtaineerli. He earned his bachelor of science degree iu landscapearchitectnre. He now resides in Bmuklyn 
and is employed by the New York City Parks & Recreation Department as a capital projects analyst. 

Joe Pettini (Athl,w- 1970s) 

Joe l'i:nini (Brooke High School, Class of 1973). Pcttini is without question on the 
short \i:it of the greatest prep haseba!l players in Ohio Valley annals. His high school 
diamond resume is overflowing with accomplishmenl5 which led ta a sparkling col!e
giate can,er at Mercer University. 

The multi-talented Pettiui started every game during his Brooke High career, some 
140 contests. He didn't skip a beat at Mercer, starting all 196 games for the Macon, 
Georgia-based institution. 

Pettini not only eujoyed individual success ln hi8 prep career, he also led the Bruins 
to a co1•eted state baseball championship. He was a two-time first-team all-West 
Virginia selection and was twice named captain of the all-Valley squad. He earned the distinction of being 
captain ofbnth the all-Valley and all-OVAC teams as a senior. 

After his brilliant Mcn:crcarccr, Pettini was signed as a 11011-dntftcd free agent with the Montreal Expos i11 
1'717. He was later tr.ided to San Francisco, playing four seasons with the Giants. Pettini finished his profes
sional baseball career by playing three years with the Class AAA Louisville Redbirds. 

He then entered the coaching ranks, hoWing several different posts. His managerial career commenced 
will1 Hamilton, Ontario in 1989. He moved to St. Peten;buq; for the 1990 season and in Arkansas for three 
seasons. Pcttini ended his minor lea~'lle managerial career by guiding the Louisville Redbirds to the American 
Association championship. 

Pcttini gained a plum assignment in 2002 when St. Can!lnab' manager Tony LaRussa tabbed Pettini ta be 
hi~ bench coach, a position he still holds today. He attained the n!tim.ate in 2()()6, gaining a World Series 
championship ring with the Cardinals. 

Joe and his wife Barbara have two children, Michelle {25) arid Joseph James (20). They reside in Bcthauy, 
w.va. 

Jay Peterson (Athl,w. 19so,1 

Jay l't!tenon (Cadiz High School, Class of 19!!0). A spectacular four-sport athlete, 
Peterson made his biggest impact on the football field. 

TI,e Hopedale natlve dallied as n running hack with nnmeroUll memornb!e perl"1J1111W1c-
1:J1, including a single-game modem Ohio Valley-recanl 377 yards against Mingo aud games 
of288 and 282 yards. He scored six touchdowns in a game twice. 

Peterson hroki: a 50-ycw- old Ohla Valley single-season rushing record heW by OVAC 
"Legends" honoree George (Puck) Burgwin when he rushed for 2.348 yards on 203 carries 
to lead Cadii to an 8-0-2 recunl. He just missed the modem single~son scoring rccunl 
with 221 points (32 1Ds, 28 PAT kicks), one point &by of OVAC Hall of Farner Terry 
Snively of Pnwhatan·s mark of 222 points. 

In his three-year gridiron career with the Cwdinal11, he ru&bed for 3959 yards (second at the time on the Ohio 
Valley career list) and scored 349 points. Peterson had his football No. 22 retired by the school. 

In ln!Ck, he recorded the Obin Valley's fastest time in the JOO-meters u a senior {till seronds) and also had 
the fastest l(K).yard time (I0.3) that year. He won the OVAC Class AA IOO•meter mcc in Ii .I seconds. 

He split spring duty between track and baseball and wu an All-Valley honorable mention pick, hitting .352 and 
recording 25 stolen bases on an 18-7 record team. Peterson also participated in basketball as a sophomore and jun
ior. 

He earned a scholarship to Miami (Ohio) University arid was honored three times on the All-Mid-American 
Conference football team, including first team =lades in 1982,second team in 1983 lllld honorable mention in 
1981. A four-year letterwinner, he is fifth on the all-time career rushing yardage list at Miami with 2,874 yards. 

l'n!lawing hb gnlllualion from Miami in 1985, Peterson went on to a enaching =r, fin;t !Ill high school w;sis
tant at Cadiz as well as Cindnllllti Anderson and Cincinnati Withrow. He then spent eight years at Miami of Ohio 
{1991·98), five yearll at Northwestern University (1999-2004) and he is currently beginning his fourth year at 
Eastern Michigan Univen;icy wb<.-re he is the assistant head cnach/defemlve coordlnator/Hnehackers coach. 

Suzie Dailer <A"'"'' • 1990s) 
Suzie Duifer (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1991 ). She proved to 

be a true "queen of the court" in many ways, excelling for four years in basketball and 
tennis and adding a couple of fine seascms in volleyball for good measnre. 

In basketball, Dailer gain All-West Virginia recognition all four years, including fiist 
team in Class AA as a sophomore and sellior and second team lanreb as a junior. She 
was also a thn:e-1ime All-OVAC and All-Valley firlit telUn selection and a two-time All
Mountaineer Leagoo pick. The valley's leader in three-point field goals all four years, 
she scored 22. I points per game as a seninr and finished her c=r with 1 ,381 points, 
the all-time girls'mark for the Lady Maroon Knights, Dailer led Central to three straight 
OVAC Class AA champiooships and was a rophomon: on the Knights' W. Va.Class AA 
state runner-up squad in 1989. Central posted a 77-17 record during her career. 

In tennis, she also lettered four Yetllll and had tremendous success in both OVAC and state toumarnent play, 
culminating in a W. Va. state doubles chwopionship (with Pam Butch) as a senior as the Lady Knights fin• 
ished as the state nmncr-up. She also finished first nr second ln sever.ti OVAC aud regional tournaments in 
both singles and doubles and helped the tean1 tu three OVAC litles aud three top f□nr finishes in the state. 

In volleyball, she lettered twice and gained firlit team All-OVAC honorli llll a senior, helping the teau1 ta a 
37-5 reconl and tl1e OVAC, W.Va. S~'t.iiou I am! Regiou I titles,and a Class AA runner-up finish in the state 
tanmament. 

Daller continued to star at St. Bonaventnre University as a four-year starter ruid lettcrwinlll'.'r. She finished 
as the school's fifth all-time leading scorer (1.422 ()(lints) nndhad the fifth-best single•season in 1992-93 (524 
points). She set records for single-gillne {8), single-season (99) and career (291) three-pointer.;; had the sin
gle•seasou record for assists (163) nnd was second i11 career assists (449). Her all-star honors at St. 
Bonaventure included second ream all-cnnfcn:nce as a sophomore Wld third tewo as a senior. The 1995 
Division I Wumeu's Baski:tball National Three-Point Shooting champion, she was imlncted into the St. 
Bonaventure Athletic Hall of Fame in 2006. 
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Mike Kovalick (Ao,1,t, • 1010,J 

Mila! Ku~'llliek{Bellaire High School,Class of 1975). Kovnlkkhas the distinction of 
not only being a two-sport standout, bnt also a two-state standout. 

Kovalick, the sou of legendary coach Goorge Kovalkk. was a prep grid and mat per
former for three years at Weir High before matriculating to Bellaire Hlgh for his senior 
year. Both schools benefited fmm his prow~u on the gridiron and on the mat. 

Kovalick is a n1ro state champion wrestler in both West Vrrghtla and Ohio. He romed 
the trick in the Mountain State as a junior far the Red Riders and capped hb prep mat 
career with a state championship in the Buckeye State for the Big Reds. Both wrestling 
crowns came in the 185-pound classification. 

Tiie powcrfnl matman was near-perfect his final two years on the mat. He won 27 of28 1natches 1111 a jun
ior before running the table in all 28 bouts as r.enior. He was ar1 OVAC clrampiun bnth winters after placing 
fifth 1111 a wplmmore, 

He finished his illustrious wrestling career with a litellar 64.3.2 mark. 
Kovalick continncd his mat success an the collegiate Division I level. He wrestled for Bobby Douglllll at 

Arirona State. K□valick finbhed as PAC-JO runner-up at 190 pounds in bis senior ijeason. 
Kovalick - Bellaire High's first-ever state wrestliug champion - was inducted into the school's Hall of 

Fame i11 1983. 
He was also an all-star performer in football. The two•wny lineman =bored the Weir High trenches his 

sophomore aruljuuiar yews and filled the same role for Bellaire in 1974. 
Kovalick eumed all-Valley and 11!1-0VAC honorli his final two years. Morccn·er, he was named all-Ohio in 

football his senior campalgn and he played i11 the OVAC All-Star Game. 
Kovalick resides in Vv'heeling. 

Connie Doutt (Athlew - 1980,) 

Connie Doun (Buckeye Trail Hi~h School, Class of 1981). At a time when girls' 
sport1 were starting tu take hold in high school athletics, Dou!! was mie of the first who 
ex~lled in three sports - haskethall, volleyball and softball - but it was on the bas
ki:thall court where she had her biggest impact. 

The school's all-time leading scorer with 1,842 ~ints who also had 538 career 
rebrnmds, the 5-7 goard helped Trail to four straight trips ta the OHSAA State 
Tournament under Coach Dave Linn, including a 11tate championship during her soplio-
more season in 1979. 

In her freshman year, Trail ()()Sled a 22-1 record, with Doutt scoring 284 points 1111d 
gaining Associated Press All-Ohio honorable mention. She scored 311 pnints as the Lady 
Warriors went 23-1 in winning the state title in her sophnmnre season, with Doutt named the state toumwnent 
MVP and again gaining honnrable 1rn:ntioo AU-Obin accolade,. The team went 26-1 with Doutt as a junior 
scoring 432 points. She received first team All-Ohio from United Prcs11 lnteruatianal and finished as runner-up 
as the upJayer of the Year" to Trail teammate Lori Heady. She was alsu a thin! team All-Ohio pick by AP. 

Doutt moved to the head of the class, so lo speak, llll a senior whe11 die scored 815 points and was first team 
UPI AU-Ohio and UPlayer of the Year'' as well ns first team AP All-Ohio and first team All-OVAC. Tilllt year, 
Trail posted 11 234 reconl, meaning the Lady Warriors' record daring Doutt's four yearn was WI incredible 94-
7. She ww; selected for the first Ohio Narth•South AU-Star Game and scored 18 points tu ewn game MVP holl
oa. 

Doutt was also a four-year Ktarter nnd lettcrwinner in bnth vuHeyball and softball, playing on the Lady 
Warriors• stare toamamenl team in 1979. She was indnctcd into lhe Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Fame i11 
19%. 

The talented cager went on to a fine four-year care« at the University of Michi1,'llll, hemming the school's 
fin;t out-of-state scholarship recipient in women's bask.eiball. for her career at Michigan, DO!lrt scmed 415 
points, had 267 rebounds arid 170 assists. 

Mark Cisar (Athlete • 1990,) 
Mark Cisar {Magnolia High School, Cl= of 1994). He i1 the only two-time winner 

of a state football "Player of the Ycru-'' award in OVAC history, having won West 
Virginia's Kennedy Award in 1992 and '93. He was also the Gator.Ide uPlayer of the 
Year'" ln 1992 and was a two-time Class AA all-state cuptain. He was a two-time Al!
OVAC and All-Valley selection. 

Cisar played quarterback, safety, placekicker and punter on Blue Eagle teams that 
compiled a two-year recunl of 25-3, finishing as the Class AA state runner-up twice 
under the tutelage of his father, Dave Cisar. In two seasons as a starter wul one as a 
backup, he passed for Ohio Valley reconl totals of 5,193 yan!s w1d 64 touchdowns. As 
a junior, he passed for a reconl 2,691 yards and 341Ds. He also kicked a valley and state record total of 85 
points and had a record•tying 99-yard TD pass as a junior. 

In baseball, he was a three-time AU-West Virginia Class AA,All-OVAC and All•Val!ey pitcher. 
He was aim a regular in basketball, scoring 45 points in a gwne on one occasioo. 
He earned a baseball scholarship ta Charleston Southern University in South Carolina where he was II four

year starter, He was named Big South Conference "Player of the Ycru-'' in 1997 and wa, a three-time nll-con
ference pick. 

He was dr.ifled by the Baston Red Sox and was the Red Sox Rookie League "Pitcher of the Ycru-'' iu 1998. 
In 1999, he was selected to the South Atlautic League AU-Star Tenm and won a South Atlantic League tide 
in '99 as a member of the Augusta Green Jacki:ts. He then played for the Capitules de Quebec, nn imlepend
ent league tewn, and was an all-star in 2002 and the Northern Lea!,'lle uRelief Pitcher of the Year". 

Cisar eamed his bachelor's degree in physical education lllld was a 1ubstitute teacher for five years i11 the 
Wetzel County School system before going hack to Charleston (S.C.) lo serve as a health arid physical edu
cation teacher as well as an assistant football coach. 

He is the head football coach at Union Local High School, guiding the Jets ta a 9-1 record and their firlit
evcr OHS AA playolfherth in 2007. He was muned the Eastern District's Division IV ''Co-Cooch of the Year". 
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Dr. Vmcent 'Vmce' Monseao covAc 'Conlributor'J 

Dr. l'bsctllt"l'wr' M._ (Weir Hlih School, Oas of 1958). Thlllkofthc ,port 
of wm:t1in& and yoo think of Mowcm;i, wbJ CJJjoycd IIIOX:SI at the hi&h ICbool kvcl 
locally befon: lllllllD3 hJJ mark 11t Wat Ulxrty State Cofk,p. 

A5 a high ICbool coadi, be apa!1 niDe yan al. Oak Oka, Charbtnn and Wcir high 
ICbook, guidlJ18 tiw, 1967 Oak Oka~ to a W.Va.. Stale Toon:iamcnt dwnplonsbqt. 

Afta lllllll year ID Peru Stnte In Nebn:w_. be~ 31 yun {1973-2004) u head 
roach Ill Weal Ubaty, c,:xnp.llr,Ji: a 1'i9-22t-7 rcconl. lli cta:berl 72 All-~, 
34 Aadcmk All-Amaiam and riI NatkJoa.l Cbampiom and gwdcrl lhil Hflhoppen to 
II nalioill!J nmna-up flnhh in (99.'I. 

Momcau, WOO abo coached football and crou COQlllry during biJ day& at WlSC, dlitcicd the NAIA 
Nttional Wr=tlini TCJUl11MJJaU ill both 1979 tnd '87 and wu III! admlAiJtn.tlvc usiJlant fur the NCAA 
Di-vllloo II Nalloml Wrc:stfuti: Tourna:mart In 2003. 

Hu awan:b are riumc:rous, lnclPdlq the OVAC 'Mr. Mat' award in 19113; NAIA Hall of Fsm:: io 1987; 
USA Wrestllna Brom:c LeYcl Member COkh IA 1987; West Ubaty State C'.ollc~ Athktic Hall offmic in 
19'17; NCAA Divbion II Sooth~ Regkc!l Coach of tbc Year In 1996 and 19'T/; National W~g H.tI1 
of Fane lo 2002; NCAA Division II Wn:stlln3 Hall of Fame I.a 2003; and Nationa.1 Wrestling Coaches 
Auoci.ltloll Uretbne Mc:mber In 2004. 

Cunmfy In Ilia fifth yar u pruicipal at River High Scrool, Momcau also~ yeah WTatling CE1J!1 
n Wm Liberty for IICal-fy JO yean. 

AJ an athlete, Momeau pmti,ciJ:utl m footba.ll. WTmllng and tnrl at bJlh Wcir High md Wat Ubaty 
Stale Collc&e erd later paruclpatc:d lo many dlJtmcc ncc::1, lm:h1db:J& the BoJton Manlhoo and Wh::cllna 
DiltlinccRDcc. 
~ IIUin<:d lib BA.~ from w~ Uh::rty Stale Collea,:, as will .. both. M.A.. ml Doctcnle 

or E,,b;:,;dioo from weu v-~ Unlvmify. 

Gene Ford (Coxbe,J 

Go. Fn(lndlao Valley North High Smool, ClUII of 1910J.A5 colorful mid wcll
biow-a III he wa IIICCCUful, Fon! cumpi1a1 a -4-40-262 m:ooJ In ll yean u a hl&h 
,miol bo}'l' ~I coach. 

He co.cbed 011e year at Si-ndoim and li\-e Ml\u;,;iu'awu VaDey before m.illlla hJJ 
mart durin& 25 yni:n atC'.ambrid&e Hieb (19S0.200S) wbae he Yroll 400 pmt:!I aDl lost 
183. 

Fonl'1 C'.ambridgc kZllm complied a 59-25 m:onl In lwmmEDI play, wimriq 18 
m:tiona.l titlm, eight diwict cruwm !llld fin: n:gioml dmnpionlhips lcadin1 ID fin: 
IU1e loulTimleDt appcanau (1987-88, 1991·92J994-95, lm,96 and 1999+2:00J), 
includln~ a mmx:r-up fmlsfl In 1994-93. HJ.s teatm 11110 won JO Eau Central Ohio Leaauc tltb. 

He re,;e:JVffl "eo.cti of the Year" bxn-1 In the OVAC, ~ Dlwkt, Dbtrkt 12 alltl ECOLMld 11111 the 
OHSBC'.A Dlvhton U Swc "Coach of the Year" ln 1988. 

Ford~ !IS Jll"'WCfll of the Dutrict 12 ~~.u a~ forthc OHSAAFouadatioo and 
m the Boml nf Ducctln of the Ohio Hlgb School. BzisutmIJ Hall of Fl.!Ile Musemn. The recipient ~ thc 
OVAC F..cul Habedield Clllcilel Awanl. In 2005, he wa lnducial Imo the Obio High School Baudhall 
O:md:ies Allocia1bl lWl of Fame In 2007. 

As .. athlete, he earned 11 vanity leuen (four In ba.l:d:iall, four ln trad, lhree In bmetblfl) Id Midvale 
and Indian Valley Nc,;th. He IICnd 1,310 areer pobm and earned fint team all-Ohio, alJ..E.utan Dlttrk:t 
and llll-lBter Valley Conference a,;:,;:ola,.b In ~I-' wu a IUle qualifier In the pole 'l'lllll: In track. 

He .-u a f=•rc:ar ldtmnan al Muillnpm Collc&e 1n ~ • ...-:orin11,717 poinU (ICCOOO mOII in 
.cbool hiswry) while camlq all-Ohio Atbktlc Confereoce "Athkte of the Yem" booon and UPI "SIIlll.!l 
America~ a.:coladel. He WU a dwtc:r member of the MUlliqum Athlctk: H:aJl of Fame in 19SO. 

Bill Paolisso (OflldalsJ 

Blll hollu. (Weir Hlgh Sdiool, C1au of 1946). He wvs a malmuy ianona; ara 
oflkiab, ~ OVAC foothall aDl boyJ/iW bukdbail gamc:a f1r a '4:1-ycar paioo 
from 1943--1998, fim. wltb the W!ftli:n& board and later with thc Weirton-5$eubenvllle 

boon!. 
hollJ&o oftklated 10 Wm V1rginl.a llS0 dwnpkmlblp football ~ durlna bis 

career and ICl'Cnl fJhlo.. West VbJinia ml OVAC All-SW fottbtll pme,. 
In hakctball, be officiatc:d more tbzm 100 pomcason toumamc:nll {liCctkJDah, 

rqionals,1tm:), lncludlna 19 natc kluml:mcntJ. He MJded the fint Samuel A, Mmnley 
OVAC All-Star B-1..etball Oauk: In 1978 and aim wu a n:fefee In the Welf. Vl:ltlnla Coufemx:e.. 

Amooa Paoliuo'• olf"ICiatm& alll'Vlh im, the OVAC Robc:n DawJon Ofricl.ili A111Vd; the Ohio Valle'}' 
Football Coacbea Association Offkia!J Award; the Wm V~ Sc:roadary 5choob Athletic Commisuon 
Awa:n:t; md !hi! We:inon-Slcubarrille Ofilclab' Bomd Awmd. 

Paolmo WU • ~ a1hldc at Vkir Hlgh (football, baw:tball and bmeball). lk WU Ord !£am all•mte 
In football and bmkclball III a lCrulll", eamina lill-OVAC bon<:n In bukdhall twice and once In food.n. He 

WU also alJ.toomlment for the rule ~ Rtd Ridto' buehalJ tam. 
Ho played two yi:m1 of pmfcuional 1-.::baIJ In the St. Lou.ii Canllm!J' orpm:llDOD ( 1952 and 195.3) aad 

he acivcd two yean bl Im U.5. Anny. 
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Richard 'Dick' Edge covAc 'Famlly'J 
lllduznl "Did" Up (Wbeellna Hl&h Scloll, Chu of 19'4). To uy Edge has 

worn mmy dlffm:nt hats over tbe yeafi 11/0Uki be a vast~-
He bas tpent 42 yem bl educ:ltim, amillg u a taicbcr, cod. lllllsu:nt prindpal, 

prlnciplll Mid~ Ill various OVAC-manber ICboolii. 
Edie cOICbcd In v.iWI capadtia Ill Triadelphia. WN"WOOd aoo Wortmvllk bigh 

Kbooh, ltllrt:lna the wn:stllnJ pn>&nml 111: both Triadelphia l:ld Wai-wood all wcll .. 
four junior high~ In Obia Counl:y. He coached Wff"lll'OOd Ill 1t1 undcfwed 10a

QI l:ld lll1 OVAC wn:itllna champiomhlp .. -..cl! u al.uh place finish in the w.v.. 
Staie Tournament wb::11 Iliac wat ooiy om clasaificatlon. Hi, lllw co-frnmded MU 
roached rummer tract aad pit' llOfthal.l programi In Wlntmvillc. 

AlllOQjl hJJ ,-,::cobdet; were bcbi11 oamcd Ohio Eutcm D!Jtrict Wratlln; Co.ch of the Year In 1975; n:cci"1"-
1n, the OVAC'1 JRlllglow 'Mr. Mat' Award In 1'179; lnductlon Into Im Weit Uberty Sl4tc CoUcge Hall of 
Fame In 19<.J7; and 1e!ection 10 tbe WlSCWall ofl-loocor f1rOubtandingAlun:m:I In 20J3. 

&.lge 1Cn-cd u presio:bltoftbe OVAC durln; tbe 1986--!7 and 1987-88 scmo1 YCWJ aml a:rvod u a me:JlRf 
of the OVAC futtUtlve Board for many )'ewl, Ht: WU also • past praidrnt o( the, Trl-0:iunty Ath1dJc uque 
and the~ Central Ohio Leaiue. 

H0 abo officiated at nriouJ kvcls bl football, l:ul:mball and trad. 
Ed:C Jqn::smted \Vbc:cling High ill the 19'4 OVAC All-Star Football Game and then '11/ffit oo to Wm 

Liberty SQle Colic~ 'W~ be.,.,... a four"ycar kt1cmi:an, two--tlme alJ-.~ VUJ:inja Confaencc a::kctioo 
and the: learn •• ro--captain ... lelOOI". 

He tcecived his B.A. In Bu:.iDCJI E.docatlon, Health F.wcaJioo l!lld Phyuc:al Education and a Muta's 
DeiJec ill Secondary Adminimatlon from the Unlve:nlty of Daytoa. He U a U.5. Atmy veteran, ll:I"Vlni 
actlTe duty from J9j8-60 md in the ICSCl"Ta from ]960-6). 

John Sorrenti (M<dlaJ 

Jrib SwnJtli{Weir High Scbool,Clau of 19.56). Even ifyCftldon't bow Sonml.l, 
YOI.I p;obably n:copili;,: his voict,, 

8d In 19'4, M the agi, of 16, he bepa wbal .,-,,ouJd be a 40--~ caieer as a '{Qtl 
un-.:uicer f1rWEIR RldkJ In Wcir1on. Duriq that tinr, Ir 1:romkut foctt.dl, bemtbail 
md bucball gan-.ea for f= OVAC·member 1Cboob - Wdr, Madonna, Brooke !Old 
WlntenviDe. 

Afia R:tiri:ng from th.ll po:,Jtlon 1a 1m, he wrrl.ed four )'Qll for tdrnsioo station 
WTDV•lV9 on foothall "Oam:: of the Wrxk" ~am aad also announced the OVAC 
Wrutllng Tourm:meut telecmt In 1996. 

At• lont·iline fric:Qd ani wpporte:roftbe OVAC, Sarn::nti ~ as Master ofC.aemomes foc the: OVAC 
Queen of Qu=tJ compctltloo for fire ran In tm mld·l98lli and he bu been the MaJtc:r of Ce:mnonlel at 
the OVAC Hall of Fam, Banquet due:: iU lnceptkwi. 

Amollg Sonroti'• awmd.l, he""° hoD<:nrl on lhe Wclr High W.U of Fame i:n 1995 and receltt'tl two 
ICplQ:II:: hlo;,n from the [bwer Dall C'tubofthc UpperOhlo Valley, im:IIIIBng the 2009 Rnbert S. MdWvey 
Melmri.ll Award. 

SiX"rent.J bepn a pol:itlc.al cmerill 1982 -«--hen he waek:cted u a Weirton City Councllmao. ln 1986, be 
wu ekded a, a Hancock County Commmioncr - a positicm Ir was re..clected to twice f1r ~ total of 18 yan 

"'""""· He hat WO IC!"VCd u Pun:haln,11 Agent for Hancock. County Sc:bool1 and Adult E.ducatlon a:nd l'tacement 
Coordlnatm- oft.he John D. Rochfeller IV Career-CCllleX and b cumntly Manap ofTraillina Ill Mounta1necr 
Culno,Reion.WldRacrtrack. 

Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Coaci>eJ 

Ht"'} "HIUIJ!' ~ (Warren Comollda1ed 1-0&h School, a.au of l 9SO). A pillar 
of tbe boy.' bmh:tbell COlldiing COIJlllllllllly Rr l4 yca:n, Lazmz Kipped the 400--v~ 
plaical m. Im team, al Warn:n Comolldak'll, Buckeye Sooth, Bodeyc SouthWelf. mnd 
~ Local combined f<r a 405-301 m::ord. 

All 11:lMl., Lann<oacbcd lcalill won fom OVAC cham~. 10 aectioual lltles 
and tbn:e district CfOWl1J while bavmj two teaml i(I IIOdefeatc:d Ill the rquiar aea.m 
(1970 md 1977). 

In 15 year, _at ~•m Comolidated (195!-72), bll teams wm: 17CJ..l20, Wllllilll,I! two 
OVAC~ (1961 md 1970). The 1970 ~Jl0$$C<:I •22·1 n:conl, whmbl1 
0~1:~!~~~=1:~~~==·ov;.c 1m aoo 
1981),dpl sectJooaJ tJUCI and tMl dbtrlct c:rowm. lbe Im 1ca1n was 22·1 and~ &'lo Clua 
AA, k>mia IA the leplMl linail. That year, Lanm. wu named Ohlo CIUI AA "CNdl oftbe Yevn by UPI 
and FMtcrn District~ ofthc Yeat" by AP, 

He condia:lcd wah tlWJ ycan at Bla:i:eye Srutb.Wa.t and then -1-1 cod. In the finl ~ of the cmipkte 
Bucteye uxal COOJO!idation in 199().91. 

Lau,zo!!'au?.~o~~~=~Heof~i;:Ji~C:,~ortlral~m~.:::~ 
::OV-Ac AJl.sw- C1.wic md bad two year!:, OVAC baJut1-.!.I ICholanblpt IWnt'd In bJJ bollor. He receive 
the OVAC'1 Ead Haberfidd Coaches Award In 1986. 

He wu a manba of tbe OHSBCA md KSTCd III preilient of the Dislrlct 5 BukctblLl Collches 
Awdatlon. He wa also lndu:ied into the Ohio Hip;b School Bmktball Coad1e1 Asaodatioo Hall of Fam,, 
aad the Dutrict 5 Bmketbnil Coao::be. AuoclatJon I-fall of Fame. 

l.u.ul: was a tll,u,.ycw Jettmnan In blab smool buht1-l.l 111: Wanm Conaolidatoi U1 both ba.1\:etbaJJ and 
football. He then ktl.=d two ya:n In buletball arid fOl.ll' In fOOlball At Bethany ColleJe befon: aaving two 
yc:a,alolhc:U.S.A=ry. 

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Athkt, - t040sJ 

HrmM "Doc" DaqJ,nty (Weir Hlgb Sclnil,Clasi of 1945). ln 1945, be became 
the Ord of only aeyen blifl Ktiool ath1ete1 to win the W.Va. Alil!deUr Athkk of the Year 
Awaci. the ltaill'1 ohbt booor datiu&: bid. to 1934. A fllll: team, al.1-0UI, alktiilcr in 
fc:obnll, !mhtball and bmeball, be aha euned All-OVAC footb.iJ and~ bcmn 
a. • Red Rider lall0£. 

The: nrro-way bad: Jal Weir lo• 9-1 football m:ooJ in 19,B, losing only ID lltam 
dmmpkin ~-At• KDkr, In 1944, be kd Wel:r IO a 41)..Jl vlctory over 
~ and ICCOUllled fO£ five touchdowru - a ID fUIJ, two ID pose,, a 10 ]-yard 
pasi intem':pl1on return aad an 11().yanl kictoff return. 

Daugherty'• two-yair ca:n:cr Included running l:Dd ~ f1r 1,925 yanl.l and ll toocl.dowrn;. He ftlso 
n:tumed kicu md WU a t:tar defrnsJ-tc back. 

In 1-utball, !he all·IWC:f bdped Weir to a 22·2 n:cud. ln ~I, bi:: led the Red Ridm to the: ooc:-.clau 
itaic dmmpiomhip In 1945. 

He riped a (CIOCbdl d.olanhlp to Ohio State University wbo-e he played on a 7•2 reconl tum III a f=h. 
mai llllrting safrty. Ill the flftb g:aom, hi:: iooval b,$o the lml"linl!: orfcmh-e ~ M tami..i:.. Ht: WU drafied 
into the U.5. Army in April of 19461:Dd, after discharge, be llped a p,:nf=looal bawhaJ.I rontnict with the 
Deuott ll&en -1 played p:o i:-ball from l94&--53. lnctuded were tJuce Ycat1 In C1us AAA with Buffalo 
and Tokdo. He opened the 1~1 IC'-.xl w1th thc major league k:llm, but n:tumcd kl Toledo after a IOOfl1b. 

Wbe:n lhe Weir Hlpi football coachltiJjob opened. hi:: wu hln:d ai.d prided bia KCOOO lc:am,in 1955, to 
m B·2 n:rord and u:. OVAC llt1e... He also cmtlnual hil pro buebal.l carrx:r by playing In the late 1950s In 
Mlllo(,ND., md Mitchd.l, SD., and wu ~gtt of farm twm in 1964 md 196' In Coco Bem:h, Fla.., u;l 
Dulmb, Ml:nn. He capp,:d bJJ hi~ K'.hool ~ carea UI BedflW, Ohio. 

3 a;pij, ;;;;;;;cv. 
1'1~~v;-:1:zn. ____________ _ 
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Jim Hanna (Athlete M 1950s) 

Jim H1111na (Weir High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport all-star who Jed the Red 
Riders to two state one-dass championships wi a senior, he is one of the most decorat
ed athletes hi school history. A VW'llity football starter as a freshman, he continued to 
excel under Hall of Fame coach Carl Hwnill, who labeled Hilllna and Daugherty as ~two 
of tbe fmest all-around athletes" he coached h1 his legendary career. 

In 1949, Hllllllll wured on the 11-0 record Weir football ream which wnn the first 
W.Va. hugest Class A playoff title with a 27-13 victory over Milton. The two-way 
end/punter/placekid.er Jandl!:d nine tow:hdown pasllCs ll!ld scored 83 points as a senior 
when he was runner-up for the West Virginia Player of the Year Heisman Awanl (now the Kennedy Aw111U) 
and was selected firs! ttam All-OVAC. All-Valley WJd AU-State. He also played in two all-star games: West 
Virginia vs. Ohio and the West Virginia North-South game. 

In buketball, he was so;cond team All-W.Va. and AII-OVAC. 
In baseball, he pitched and batted Weir to the one·dass West Virginia championship, In the 5-3 finals' wln 

over East Bank, he struck out 10 in a six-hit effort urn! batted in four runs with two singles. 
He accepted a football scholfITThip from legendary Kentucky cooch Paul (Bear) Bryan! and started at end 

on II freshman squad qllllJterl,ad:ed by Babe P..lril!i. He left school to play mlnor league baseball for several 
seasons before returning to Weirton, where he has been a long-time IOCJ!I American Legion, high school and 
summer baseball coach and scout. 

Tim Anderson (Athlete~ t960s) 

Tim A.,ulerson {Follllllsbee High School, Class of 1967). Anderson's football career 
was II well-lraveled one, as well us n quite s=sful one. He first realized grid grealllells 
in FoJlansbee, a prep = so good that it landed him a scholnrship at ooe of the premier 
football colleges in the nation - The Ohio State University. 

Just like for the Blue Wave back on the banks of the Ohio River, Anderson starred 
for the Buckeyes, so much so that be was a first-rou11d pick of the San Fnmdsco 49ers. 
His NFL, days, however, got off to a delayed start due to contract diflicnlties. In the 
meantime, Anderson enjoyed an nll-league honorn stint with the Canadian Football 
League's Toronto Argonauts. 

Andersou was a three-sport standout at Follansbee High. In addition to his many football achievements, 
the 6 ft., 195-pounder distinguished himself quite nicely in baseball and truck. 

As u !lt:nior, Anderson'& Blue Wave went 8-2. Those two blemishes came in the seasuu's first two games, 
coutests in which Andenon did not play due to iujury. In just eight games, Anderson rushed for 863 yanis and 
also led Ille team iu tackles As a result, the two-way back earned nll-OVAC, All-Valley and all-W.Va. Class 
AAA first-team honorB. As juuior, he WM u\1-0VAC and All-Valley second team. 

He started twu years for the Blue Wave baseball squad as an outfielder. He also joined the track team a.~ u 
senior and was fifili in the state Class AAA shot put. 

At Ohio State,Andenon started three years 115 u defensive back. During 111111 span, the powerful Buckeyes 
went 27-2 with two Big Ten lilies while also being named the conseusus national champioll.'I in 1968. That 
teiun beat the OJ. Simpson-led USC Trojans iu the Rose Bowl, As a senior, he was first-team nll-Big Ten and 
was II first team All-American. 

His Buckeye stanium proved II springboanl to bei11g the 23rd pick iu the 1971 NFL draft. He owned the 
distiuction of being the highest oft11e 12 Ohio State gridders chosen in that draft, including Jack Tatum. \Vhen 
unable to agree to tenns with the 49er:!i, he played four sell50us in Canada before returning to Sun Frnncisco 
and playing the 1975 campaign for the Niners. The following semon,Anderson played for the Buffalo Bills. 

Marty Coyne (Athl,i. - 1910,J 

Many Coyne (Llmly Milltary lustltute, Class of 1977). Coyne was a three-sport stand• 
out for the Cadets, but basketball was definitely the versatile 6 ft. 5 athlete's meal ticket. 

Coyne distinguished himself llll one of the premier hoopstern in the Ohio Valley 
during the decude of the '70s. He was u three-yem- starter lu ruundball at Linsly, 
blossoming into a virtual scoring machine his junior ll!ld r,enior campaigns. Coyne netted 
599 points in hH junior season alone, good for a 27 2 avernge. Hew~ nbo n beast on 
the boards, grubbing 142 caroms per outing. He nearly duplicated those uumber11 ln his 
senior campaign, scoring 598 points for a 27.1 avernge. The talented post's rebound 
totals ballooned to 16.5 per game. 

Coyne's Sl.'Ol'lllg BIiiies were tops i11 the Ohlo Valley both seasons. His si11gle-gnme high was 46 against 
Wheeling Central. The dcpeudable cager scored in double figures in all 47 of hb high school starts. Coyne's 
scoring pmweSli ulso translated into team success. The Cadets compiled 54-12 record during his final three 
campaigns. The Bridgeport native garnered all-City, a\1-0VAC and all-West Virginia honors each for his last 
two years. He also was co-captaiu of the nil-state team as a 11enior. He ended bis illmtriuns hardwood career 
with 1,389 points. 

He was also a standout ru1 the gridiron, starting three llell$0nS. The glue-fingered receiver led all Ohio Valley 
small school pau catchers his senior season while nlso averaging 37.5 yards per punt. Coyue was also named 
ul\-OVAC and all-state first team for his football success as a senior. 

Springtime saw Coyne start tlm.,-e sell50US ou the Uusly diamond, serving us cix:aptaiu us a seuior. 
After graduation from Llnsly, Coyne received an appointment to the U.S. Military Acadeu1y at West Point 

{NY). He lwd the privilege of playing for the now leb-endary Duke head coach Mike Knyzewski. Coyne started 
three sell50ns, helpiug tlie Black Knights of the Jimison to an NIT berth in 1978. He averaged 15.6 points a 
game llll aju11ior and 165 points as 1111enior. ms 1,126 = points ranked 11th on the all-time Anny scoring 
list at the time of his graduation. He also grabbed more lhan 400 rebounds for the Cadet11, where he served us 
co-captain as a senior. Coyne ascended to the ran.k ofLTC with 11 years active dnty. 

Charlie Keenan (Athlete - 1980s) 

Charlie Keenan (Steubenville High School, Class of 1985). Be it on thc: gridimu, 
wrestliug mat or in the classroom, Keeuan prided himself on excellence and in ull three 
arelli of his life,he was 11othlng shon of sensational. 

Keenan was the comentone of Big Red's initial state grid playoff championship, 
captaining the 1984 grid juggernaut. He led the Rcnu Saa.·ocda-coached gridders to a 
13-0 season that foll. He established new school recoroll for tackles and sacks en route to 
being named the state's Division II Lineman of the Year. The first-team all-lilater was also 
aa:orded honorable me11tiou All-American plaudits. He was named captliu uf the all
OVAC imd all-Eastern District teams and was selected to play in the OVAC and Ohio 
North-South All-Star games. 

The relentless lineman was a three-year startel' for Steubenville that went 30-0 in the regular season ll!ld 33-
2 oveiall. His peat grid play earned him the distinction of being uumed the cu-captaiu of the 1980s AU-Decade 
Football Team selected by The Intelli1,>encer. His Big Red SlleceSS proved a springboard to a football scholarship 
to The Ohio State U11ivenity where he was a letterman for the Scadct & Gray gridden. 

Keenan was just as impressive on the prep mats. He won a pair of OVAC titles, capturing tlie 175-pound class 
as a sophomore followed by the 185-ponnd crown as a junior before grabbing the brass ring a5 the Ohio state 
kingpin that winter. Keenan opted to muve up to heavyweight llll ll senior, preparing him for the rigors of an Ohio 
State gridder. TI111t move to heavyweight set up a match agaill.'lt &lmesville High's n111mmoth and fellow OSU 
grid recruit 1im Mo:tley. The two met in the OVAC finals in 1985, llttnlcting possibly the largest crowd at a 
wrestling match in Ohlo Valley annals, with Modey pulling out llll epk 11·8 trilllllph. It ~napped Keenan's 
45-matclt winning ilrellk. K= was awarded the Gemge Kovalkk Scholarship that year. He fini5hed hb Big 
Red wrestling can:er with a sparkling 110-18 =rd. 

~nan also opted to wrestle 111 Ohio State, eamiug two \'llnil)' letrers in the mat sport. 
He was the Steubenville High valedictorian,compiling 114D GPA. He went on to earn master's and doctorate 

degrees. After receiving his OSU degree, Kilenan returnoo hume and served as a teacher, adminislrntm' and 
coach at bis nlmu mater. He now Is a school superiutendenl iu nonbern Ohio. 
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Bill Jobko (Ath1et, -19so,J 
Bill Jobko (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1953). A three-yeur, three-sport 

Bul!dog atltlete in football, basketball and baseball, he earned All-OVAC and All

Valley football honors as a senior lineman. 
Recruited by Ohio State University, he became a two-way u!Tendve gnard. urn! 

linebacker who played on the Buckeye national title teams of 1954 and 1957 when the 

Buckeye• won two Ruse Bowls. He was team MVP in 1957. He is the ouly player in 
Big 10 Conference history to never play in a losing Big 10 regular se1U011 game. He 
recorded a ~afety for the College AU-Stars in 1135-19 victory over the NFL champion Dctroit Lions, one of 

only eight times the co\legiall.'I defeated the NFL champions in the annlllll classic. 
He was drafted by the l.o$ Augefos Rams and played for the NFL team from 1958-62 befon: performing 

for the Minnesota Vikings from 1963-65. Jobko capped his pro playing= as a team defensive captain of 
the original Atlanta Fukom iu 1966. From 1967-89, he worked for the FalcOll.'I io various roles -assistant 
coach, scout and Director of Pro Player Personnel. He closed hi$ NFL career us chief college BCO\lt of the 

Phoenix Cardinals from 1989-94. 
Bridgepon High School honored Jobko by naming the itreet entr,mce to Pukill.'I Field as ~nm Jobk.o Way" 

and then on Aug. 21, 2(X)8, dedicated its home complex us "Bill Jobko Football Stadium." 

Mark Thompson (Athlet. - 1960,J 

Mark Tlwmpson {Mount Pleasant High Schoo!,Class of 1969). Basketball was a way uf 
life in the Thompson family, with Mark being the moit productive. Hls two older brothers 
- Rich and Jlm - started a hoop tradition at Mount Pleasant High in 1960. Every year 
during that decade witnessed a Tiiompsou in the Mounties' starting lineup, ending with 
Mari: 's gnidnatiun in 1969. Mark !lt:I tl1e family stambnl, however, fur basketball greatness. 
He wasted no time making his presence felt uu the hardwood, finishing all the second-lead
ing scorer for the junior varsity team all a frosh. Thatjnyvee squad went 18-0. 

Thompson was notl1ing $hort of magical the oat three winters, ]Cliding the team in 
scoring and rebounding each campaign. His tremendous play ulso s(llllhd an eye-popping 
92-9 record duri11g that span for the Mounties, which included lhref: successive 111::Ctional 
co-championships, a district final berth and a dislric:t semi-final appeanmce. All a sophomore, the hanl-wrutlng 
hoopster UVenl!,'W 17.6 points a game. That figure jumped to 24.8 as a junior and was capped by a 28.l per game 
showing us u 1<euiot, includiug a career-best 50 lightings against Smilhftcld. During that senior year, the Mounties 
averaged more than 95 points a game, topping the nmtury m:uk in silt of 18 regnl.ir $ell$0n CTmtesU. 

AU told, the 6 ft. 4 Thompson •- who wa, bkssed with both insiW:, and outside scoring skills - edmd high 
school wlth 1,623 poiuts iu his portfolio. He netted a host of accolade$ for his baliketbal! expertise, headed by fw..1 
team al!-Oblo honors as both a junior and senior. He Wall also an all-Eastern District, al!-Eastem Ohio Athletic 
League and all-OVAC honoree all three years. He Wl!.S caproln ufthe OVAC team as a senior. 

1llomp:son WI!.$ no one-aport wonder all he also displayed his Ulhlctic prowess un both thc: gridiron and baseball 

dianiond. He was a two-way starter in football,sla!Ting 11.'1 quarterback and defensive hack. The thrn:e➔ year regular 
was an all•Eastem District, 111!-0VAC nod Eastem Ohiu Athletic League selection in hi!i junior nod BelliOt" 8CllSOJlll. 

Thompson also picked up three letten in basclrall., chalked up two no-hitters and four one.ttltters. 
Nut surprising, 1llomp:son received 001m, !20 Division I t.11llege scholarship olft:r11. He ca&! bis lot with 

basketball at the U11iversi1y of Florida.1llompson was the sc:roml-!eading scorer on the Gatrus' frosh leant. After 
reclshirting WI a 111.,phomore doe to an ankle injury, he worked himself into being a part-time 11tarter during hi3 
jnuior and seuior seasons and Wall a co-captain hill final i:ampaign with the Gaton. 

Mike Dawson (Ath1,,, -1970s) 

Miu Duwao11 (Magnolia High School,Clau of 1978). When yuu begin to recall the great 
athlell:s in Magnolia High annab, Mike DawSOII ls always near the top oftlae lillt. And why 
nut? The mru;ed 6 ft. 2, 195-powider earned 12 letten in four sports for the Blue Eagles. 

It was fooiball, however, which brought Dawson the 1oost acclaim. Following his senior 
grid llellS(lll in 1977, Dawsun was 11elected WI the W.Va.All--Clasa Pl.rtyer of the Year by the 
Morgantuwu Touchdown Club while finiming 11.'1 ronnmup for the Kennedy Awanl. That 
same SC100n, be was named captairt of the all•W.Va. Class M team WI a dcfcmive hack ufief 
pilfering seven passes. He WWI also the c.iptain of the all-Valley and all•OVAC leaml. 
Dawson ruMJed for 833 yard.!/ on just 112 carrieJI iu nine games ns a. senior for Coach Dave O&ar. He was named 
second-team a\1-gtate as a quarterback as a junior. For hls can:er, Dawson aa:ounted for more than 3JXJO Wl-puiposc 
yards wid totaled 152 poi11ts de11pi11: missing four games with injuries. 

Dawson ultimately 11e!ected West Virginia Univenity, As 11.sophomrue, he earned a lltarting sput us a linebacker, 
hut he Injured hi!i knee while blocking a punt against Ptmn State. Dawson ended u II two-year Mountaineer grid 
le11e11111111. 

The talented Blue Eagle was also dominant in baseball. He was u four-year starter, seeing action id both catcher 
and shortstop and earning a11-We~t Yirglnla laurels 1m junior and senior IICIIWllS llfief hclplng lead the Eagle,i to the 
state toumamerll both years. He was a two-time al!-OVAC and all-Valley hollot'L'.e, serving as captain of the latter as 
a senior. Spring proved quite busy for Dawson. When not playi11g baseball, be was a valuable oontributor tu the Blue 
Eagles' truck team. Despite little pnlCtice time, be was still able tu sparUe in the West Vill;iniaClass A state track 
meet. As a junior, he Wl!.S IUIIIICr-up in both the 100-yard dash wid long jwnp, the latter on the strength of a leap het
ter lhlln 21 feet. He also won the West Virginia MU JOO.yard dash in 1977. 

Dawson 'was also a three-year starter i11 hasb,tball. Amllllg his many hoop highlights Wllll a 36-point outlnITTt 
against Wliecling Park. 

Tim Moxley (Athlete - 1980s) 

11m MIUh:J (Barnesville High School, Class of 1985,) A heavyweight in every sense 
of the wurd. Tim Moxley is certainly tliat. Modey came up bu1,>e in both fombal! and 
wrelltiing for the Shwnrocks. He enjoyed u stuJ-studdcd w1d champion-filled four lllhletlc 
ycar3 at the western Belmont Counly school. 

Modey garnered all-Ohio honora in football for the Red & Greeit while also grabbing 
a pair of stall: wrelltiing championships. Tht:: 6 ft. 7, JOO-pounder parlayed bis prep 
achievements into a football scholarship at Tht:: Ohio State University. 

Mudey was a lhref:-year starter on the Shamrocks' line. He helped guide the Red & 
Orem to a 17-3 mmk over his last two seasons and tlie OVAC championship in 1983. 

He was acconled a bevy uf firs! team all-star hunors for bis senior 1e11SOn play. They included 1111-Valley, nll
OVAC, ull-Eastem Districl and all-Ohio by11w Associated Press. He was n second-team ull-Ohiu United Pn:ss 
lntematiunnl honoree As a junior, Moxley WWI a sccornl-team ull-Valley select.iou. 

Moxley carved out an even more glitlering prep reswne iu the mat sport. The powerful heavyweight captured 
a pair of Ohio state championships, matching tl1e number of OVAC crowns to his c:n,dit. As a senior, be led the 
Shamrock grapplers to the overall OVAC Tournament title while also being accoroed the prestigious Biatortte 
Award. Moreuver, the Moxley-Jed niatmen of Coach D=II DavH captured the state tournament team title in 
1985. His OVAC title matches agaiust Steubenvllle's Charlie Keenan - alsojolnlng thb year's OVAC Hall uf 
Fame induction field - are Jegeudary. Mmdey handed Koonan bis ouly two losses in the OVAC event. Moxley 
was &n impressive on the mat that he was selected to the USA's Scliolastic All-America Wrestling ~Dream 
TcamH for 1984415. He was third in tbe OVAC as a sophomore. 

At Ohio State, Modey was all football. He moved into the Buckycs' starting lineup as a sophumore, after 
seeing playing time iu ull 13 gwnes as a red-shirt freshman. He 5tarted 11even out of the Bucks' final eight gllmt:fl 
as a sophomore. As a junior, he started nll ll games and continued that strong play a& a senior. He played in two 
bowl games for Ohio State - the 1987 Cotton Bowl WW tire 1990 Hall of Fame Bowl. Modey wiu selected by 
the WashingtOU Red&kius iu tlw nlnth round of the 1990 NFL Draft. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
David Bosley !Athlete - J990,J 

Drmd Boshy (Poltkn City HiRh Scbool., Oau of 1993). F':ltJe:n Clly pridu Itself oo 
quality bawtball. To tlillt end, (la~iJ Bosley is on the lhort lilt of grut Wihlcats. 

Bodey was a tcnring ~ at the tiny Wrtzd Comty Sdnil.. The iUTill11 also tramu.lell 
inlo e. '°'aJtb of Wildcat winru:J.-: a:, the Green&. White llllvan=:I to the Wat Vlf&lnb 
~ 1oUrnm!a1t ln 1991 and 1992. Coach Bob Bmton'li 'Cau abo p;tbbed the OVAC 
crowM in the 1992an,.1 l99J ~.All told, Paiko City won Bl time, IIOOwst;_m 12 
during Bodey'~ four-year tnip =· While tbc WiWca:IJ were winlling, Basley wu 
~n:. He fjnlsh,:,J his prrp day, with 1,996 poillU, i11cludi:n1i1 11 klllor ctmp!lpi ln 
which be netted 292 points, 711 1mists and 1-e~en rebounw peT start. Th= lofty 
lltlmbcn evned him the ~Y of the nll-stmo t=Ji. He WIii alao captain of the .U
OVAC ftlJUlld tl:w year an.I WIii honoml by the 0appa Dant forotilW:lldlng a:hle\-'em:nt. During his Kiplumrc 
IIOOjunlor ienO!a. the 5 ft. l 1 bacLcoun dmlly ce:rmd all-OVAC and all-rule hoou:!J nt Prden City advanced 
to the lt&tc touma:mmt each "'1lllcr. 

Bo::iky IIUO made use of bis wpe:rll a1luctlclml to RID" on tbc foo!ball fie kl for Mike Aannety. lb:: four-yeflf 
~ Jettemwi ~ u a qu.artabirl, earnlna all--OVAC fim~ boom III a Jllflior mid ICJ!kr. He com
pletai 113-of-21.I ~ foc f,271 y,nb and JI toucbdowmwhlk ruming for489 mipe:,i and IC','1:11 lldditiona.l 
~ a:i a 1-e:Ui.,.-. Bos!ey was llllOlCd '° tbc Wcst~ta Sports Ultimate AD-Still: Foo!ball Temn. As a junior, 
~ compktcd 69-of-112 losKJ flK995 flUU! nnd el t~- He also rush:d for 559 yvdl and ,Lt 'IDI. 
Bo:llley 1'o'llJ WO a '1cll&rp.m(l"1,.-veragmi:: 36.J y oo 29 bocb. 

80$ley alao made hls ~ fch m tnrlaml field. He WlU an OVAC lannjump clwnp!on and WO WU 
•~runner-up in the JOO.meter hurdle'!. 

Bo:;ley took hb n$1 ~l LlllJ1 to the out lrn:1, c.arulng • scho\anhip lo LSU in the ruue,J SEC. He 
played fOllf yun foe kjcooa:Jj' Dale Brown, who rrt1m.l alter Botley"a K:tllor =ipal~. In lfuslefs final 
rrgular ICa50ll game, he !ldtcJ the fnuJ fotl{ point, of the game to give Brown hi, fu.t-eve:r triumph over 
NolMl Rkh..whol\"1 Mm1tu Razorbacb llocc they joined the SEC in 1991. Bouey W?aJ awmled the LSU'1 
Director Cup for acadcm1c c;,:cclknce and wu ~ 1t11 llll SEC Scholn Athlete, 

Otis Winston !Athlete - 1990,J 

V Otb;~~~:r~~~~~t=rn~~lo 
~' however, WIQI TllOfe than an acmmpl~ hi~ jlunper. He JX>He:i&ol multJ-

flCC-lal um, both in tnld: u well at baudball. 

ou ~hanl~t:,I~t!r~o/c:~v::J~~;,,~~=~~Jf 
Oluo b:,n,:n a, • aenior. 

WlnltOD ls llill the Red Knlglus' alJ.tirrre leadfn8 i.cortt tia his IM] nwlen. A, 1 
owf<X", the nhld.k f<IWani clUJetl his tcm:1 to 1111 OVAC 3--A crown tl:w:J..u, In pai-t, to his 
31~J.!~· 111 

lleals :-i~~~=~of30 poiwormn. HI.I le pm:,hlgb wu 
46. He 'W:11:1 both the~ md DlsLrlcl ."i Mayer of To!, Yew lllLl IUrtM ln the Oblo ~cdl-Soulb. ~. 
~ IB poWI in II WUllll/lJ l;"IIUC.AI•~- hea~ 25 (QIIU apme md wu r~...\eam IIIJ-OVAC. lk 
a1'o a joyed I wperb ~ }'elr, idllini Ont-team .Il-OVAt bonon, 1'-Jth hit 18 point, a 1ame. 

For th!, Roi Knight thlndads, the 6 ft . ."i Winston wu I lm:e--Ome ~ clwnpkln, r,,,'JC'e In the high~ and 
ill the lonj t:t;' 1 te:1tior with 122-10 dforL He c:aprured the ,we ll<f Jl1nll tWe ll'I a IOpbcrmore W(tb 1 6-10 

~f=t ~=~tu!~~~::: =:11
~1{UU fa- The Olno Staie Ualvcnlty. 

WuutorJW'lll:<lAJI--Ammcan bol,on at OSU In tract., wlnnlnl! the Bi; Ten blp;b_/tlmpinz Ut1e foortime:I, rwlcc 
outdo,;n md twice !ndoon. He fimbcd lhinl ln the NCAA u I f=hman with !JU Jtill bbio Stall:: mud o{7~_j, 
Wll!JtOO comp,:ted In the 1996 Olympic trials. 

He wa,i; no ab..w:h for the B!ldeyu i11 ~I. emtlnj: •~berth III njunior, rpemlil.inc MI dcfmslve 
JlopJlcr. He leJ'Ved the Bod.eye hoopstm u co-c:;1ptain u I KJlk,r 111d fi~ his= wllb 1 17•JXllnl outing 
~ ba:te,1.rjva] Mlchlgaa. He wu I th:ree-)-UC OSU buletball letkrmml. 

W1/1:$11:JQ went CX1 ID pllly pmf~ bu.l<:tbal] in Ruuia. An onhltlro mlnlstcr. he Jtlll live1 In the Columbu1 
~ He own. I.II~ pr,xlllctio,I COlllpm'J)' and ii I hlnl. compurcr tedmlci.an. He also find, time to CDKh trad:. 
at New Alhmy High School. 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Hall of Fame Committee is seeking 

nominations for future consideration 
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame. 

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC 'Family', 
OVAC 'Contributor', Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes). 

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information 
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, c/o 

the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH 43906. 
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments 
(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but all college/professional information is 

also requested. 

The eighth annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled 
on Saturday, August 20, 2011 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, WVa. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2004 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the 
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovallck 
(accepting for the late George Kovalick), 
Gladys Van Home (accepting for the late Bill 
Van Home), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late 
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting 
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha 
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese. 
Secood row,Jlm Murray (accepting for the late 
A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alesm, John Havlicek, 
Bill Mazeroskl, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Homyak aad Rayna 
Willlruns (accepting for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
Wllllams). Third row, Dong Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford and Stephnnle Petho. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members or the OVAC Hall or Fame Class of 
2005 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Matt Mnmley (accepting for 
the late Rody Mnmley),Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strnger (accepting for the late 
George Strager), Bob Burton and John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kay Zitzelsherger (accepting for the late 
Waller Heil), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the 
late Alex Grom), June Paun (accepting for 
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood 
and Torry Snively. TWrd row, John 'Fuzzy' 
Filllez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio. 

Lf r 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fume Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mlke D'lnnocente 
(representlog Boyd Nelson), Rlcbard 'Lefty' 
Hall, Paal 'Bud' Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep
resentlog Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gain, Pbll Nlekro, John Maglstro (represent
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hmnmell and Horry 
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Boker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2007 or their representatives Include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bodway, 
Earl Klevlns, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner; 
second row, Beel Carplco (representlog Joe 
Fortunnto), Rosalie McSwaln (representlog 
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert 
'Bo' McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane 
Ballog (representing Gene Cottone); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown, 
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2008 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond 
{accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Dong 
Huff (accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart), 
Bill Thomas, John Craig a.nd Larry Kettlewell 
(ncceptJng for the late Bob Kettlewell); second 
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom 
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowskf, Bill 
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick; 
back row, Joseph Pettinl (accepting for Joe 
Pettini), Connie Doutt, Erle Peterson (accept
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie 
Daller. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2009 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Richard '"'Dick" Edge, 
Dr. Vince Moosenn, John Sorreoti, Gene Ford, 
Henry Lazasz nnd Bill Paolisso; second rOw, 
Harold "Doc" Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken 
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobko), TIUI 

Anderson and Mark Thompson; third row, 
Marty Coyne, :Mike Dowson, Charlie Keenan, 
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Oils Winston. 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lou 'The Toe' 
Groza 

Clarke 
Hinkle 

Calvin 
Jones 

Legends of OVAC member schools lwnors those great athletes who played pr coached in the Oltio Valley 
prior to the formation of.the conference inJ943 or who played or coached ofter that date but before 

. their school became a member of tht! conference: 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wl,eeling High School, Class of 1923) 
One of only threel3-letter winners in football, basketbaJI, baseball nnd track ut ~ling High, he was an all-state football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game 

as a freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-lener standout at W. Va. Wesleynn College before returning to the Ohio VaJley to earn his mark in coachlng. 
A pioneer of the jump shot o.nd fost break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combioed 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five stnte titles in seven trips to the finals. 'The 1938 nnd 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other stnte titles were won in 1936, 1940 
and 1943. The '40 and '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years - six at Benwood Union and eight ut Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of 
hfa gridiron teams claimed stute titles in the pre-official stnte playoff em: 1928 and 1931 Un.ion, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 llJld 1937. The '34 team was 
unbeaten but twice tied. 

He also was a top-light footba11 official for several years and octive in stnte coaches and officials' organizations. 
Brinkmllfl earlier was elected to four Halls of Fame - West Vnxinia Sports, Upper 0hlo Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports, 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Class of 1952) 
A reconl•setting basketball scoring macbioe in high school and college who attracted national attention and wa<. profiled in numerous books, national magazines und 

mujor newspapers. 1\vo books were written on his career. 
The 6--9, 190-pounder plnyed only one season at Wellsville High after sitting out a yenr following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 gnmes 

with 3l•point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opPJSing teams with hlghs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record stute .runner•up 
Steubenville and hnnded W. Va. Oo.ss B cho.mpioo Newell two of its three looses. 

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record SO.I per 
gmne average, He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 465 points and scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Woke 
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Squnre Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hall of Pruners left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Olobetrottcrs. He also plnyed in the Eastern and ABL pro leagues before 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminary is best knmm as a record•setting professional football plocekickcr, but he was much more. 
In hlgh school, he was a three-sport standout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He was center, and the stnte tournament's leading scorer, on the 27•2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 stnte Class A title. He also was a tnckle on the J()...().. J reconl 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co.championship after a 14-14 tie with 
Toledo Libbey in a post·season challenge game. Graza, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played football as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-yenr career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967, 
When he retired, he was pro football's all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had 

conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Oroz.a Award is given annually to college football's top placekick.er. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, ru well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams. 
The Pro Football and Uppec Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Farner had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browm. A portion of Route 7 is ruuned for him in Mrutlns Ferry. 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926) 
This venmtile early era footbaJI player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Torno to High School Foolhall Stad.ium behind the school is named in his honor. 
The 5·11, 195·pound athlete WM> left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the firn Hall of Fame clu.ss, and in the National Football 

League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the ~and class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from I 929.3 I , he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East· West Grune 
where he wa,; selected the Most Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile playem in the Nntiooal Football League. He wns a fullback-linebacker-punter·plilcekicker, and 
wa,; cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling. 

Hinkle was fil'8t or second team all•lengue all IO seasons and four.time All-Pro. He was on the NFL Aft.rune Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer 
practice fields is no.med in his honor. 

When be retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries} in NFL history and his totals now rank sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career points 
und uveraged 40.8 yurds puntiug. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best kno\.\lll for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 rerord und Ohio Class A runner.up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

team its only two losses. 
In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of Iowa over 0hlo State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All·America 

teruns Ill gourd, including a reconl 15 in 1954. As team captuin, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman und became one of only two 
consensus All-America picks at Iowa, where he played both offense nod defense. 

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Frune, be was inducted into the first Iowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the 
All•1ime Hawkeye team. His jen.ey No, 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only two at the school. 

He wns the finrt African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Illustrated. 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2006 

Russ 
Craft 

Carl 
Hamill 

Bernie 
Mehen 

Jule 
Rivlin 

Leg~,Ws•ofOVAC,iffeinberschools hotwrs.lM~e greatht/iwtils w/uJ,played /Jr f/Jlichediri ihe O/iio'W1ill/.rj • 
.. ·,prior.to thefomialion,d/:lhecor,ferl!nce in 1943 orwhq 11.ltfY~d' or-,tmuihed tiftetfhat,dt#e)butbefot~; •: ; 

theirsc!u,ol'/,ecame a member>(Jffhe conferenee, ,1 , , • 

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1957) 
A IO-letter winner in time sports for the Potters, hew~ a quarterback-plocekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regular basketball player on team which upset 

unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament; and llD all-stnte baseball infiekler. He played in the Ohio A11-Star Baseball Game ll.00 was on winning Ohio football 
team in annual Ohio-West Vuginia All-Star Gmne. 

At Purdue University, he emncd six letters as football qunrteroack and baseball shortstop and was team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned NntionaJ Football Back of Week honors from The As.sociatcd Press nnd Sports niustrated for pla.y in upset of Ohio State. He was Purdue's Outstanding 

Senior Athlete for 19ro-61. 
Allen signed a pro baseba:11 contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins. After spending one yenr in the minor leagues at Oiarlotte, N.C., he went on to 1112-year major 

league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washiogtoo Senators, New Yott. Yankees and Montrea1 Expos. In 1%2, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Tom Tresh for the 
Americnn League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1 %2. In 1972, he hlt three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, N.Y. 

He's been inducted into four other halls of fume. In 1999, he becrune the fifth Inductee into the Purdue Hall nnd was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of 
Fame. He's nlso in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Loo Holtz Ohio VaJJey HaJls of Fame. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1939) 
He wus n three-sport perfooner in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights 11.Dd earned All-VaJ!ey and A11¥State honors as a senior football back. 
(',raft played football, baseball and mo track at the University of Alabama, where he was a two-way back regular in football and earned sccood team All...Southenstem 

Conference honors. 
Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as n defensive back-kick.returner and was selected to the 

All-Ttme Eagles' Thrun. He played on Eagles' teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947. He wns named to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and 
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one grune against the Cardinals in 1950, He also blocked thrr.e Pittsburgh Steelu extra-point kicks 
in 1952 gmne and returned n kickoff for a ten team reconl 103 yards against the Rruns in I 950; 

Craft is credited as the first player in the NFL to wear the new lwd plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two searons as a plnyer-as.sistnnt coach with the 
Steelers. In 1995, he wns included in the NFL Films' presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL Histocy. It featured his defensive theft, and 2fi..yard ID return, 
of n pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Crazy legs) Hirsch of the R.ams. 

Craft is inducted into the W. Vn. Spam HaJI of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan HaJI. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach In the Ohio Valley, he was n three-sport standout nt Linsly and Bethany College, An All-Valley football player, he also sco'"'1 

nn unhemd-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a ran: total in the center jump, low-scoring em. 
From 1929-51, he was the three-sport conch nt Weir High. His football teams scheduled top-notch programs from three states and went I f,6..35-13 ioclwiing a 111-10 

mmk vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were c1nimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the first-ever WVSSAC llugcst class state plllyoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Lotec thnt school year, be coached the 1950 baseball team 
to its second state one-clns.s crown (the other WDS in 1945). The 1949-50 basketbaJI team lost 1138-37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to 
win the championship. He was selected West Vuginia "Coach of the Year" for high school and college nil sports. 

In basketball, be guided Weir to n 370-IT! record and six state tournament berths. Weir Wn.'i runner-up in 1942. 
Hnmill bas been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the fin.t inductee into the Ohio 

VaUey Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching awmd is named for him nnd he wns one of three promioent Weirton community lenders pictured on a 
downtown murnl.1be Weir High Fieklhouse is named in his honor. 

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team ul.1-stme basketball three straight yc:ara, be led the Wt.ldcats to W. Va. stDte titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24--0 

record in 1938. 
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Frune conch Everett Brinkrrum. Meben scored J ,193 points in 84 cnreer 

games with mnny coming during the center jump, low scoring em. 
He lntcr earned All-America and AU-Southeastern Conference recognition ut the University of'Iennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference 

championship. After serving in World War II, where he was wounded, he played professiooaJly with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps. 
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling HaJl of Fame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School, Clnss of 1935) 
He was nn all-stuie basketball guard in high school where he lffi. the Triads ton 2()..1 ~ in 1934. He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track 

meet where be won three gold medals. He timed 102 for 100 ya.rrls, 22.8 foc 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit. 
At Marshall College, he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Llttle All-America bonorn 

while setting n school season scoring record with 530 points. He helpe:d the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He Inter coached the Marshall basketball team to two 
Mid America Conference titles, 

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and wns player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Toumnment in Chicago which fea:tured the nation's best pro tenms iocludlng the Hnrlem Globetrotters. 
He was a 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of four other hnJls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Man.hall and Uppec Ohio 

Valley Dapper DBD, 
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Legends ofOVACmember schools honors those"great athletes wha played or coached iri the,Ohfo, Valley 
prior to the formatfori of the conference .iri 1943 or ,who played or coached after thatdate:but before 

. their school became a member.of the coriference: 

Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a first team All-W.Va. basketball honoree as 11 senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 

finals. As a junior, he helped the lronmen to a stnte tournament berth nnd the school's best-ever record of 23-2. 
At West Vuginia University, the 6-3 center captnined the 1942 team which won the National lnvitntion Tournament championship in New York's 

Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long lsland U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western 
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team's only 6-footer was the team's lending rebounder and second-highest scorer und was select
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record. 

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Ruese in the nnned services, Barie served ns interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach high school basketball for 19 years nt Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 games. 

A member of the All-lime WVU em team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is n W. Va. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak (Bellrure High School, Class of 1931) 
The 6-3, 210-pound footbaJI center started 22 games in his Big Reds' career and earned All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the 

first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America 
by the A-A board, The Associated Press und other major selectors. Beilnire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a IO-foot pictorial 
banner above the front entrance to the City Building. 

In the second NationaJ FootbaJl League Draft of 1937, Basrak: was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, Inter 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, nlso wns 
n fifth pick. Basmk played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Camey (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952) 
A IO-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob Mcfarren. Wintersville,however,didn'tjoin the OVAC until 1955 nfterCarney accepted n scholarship to Ohio University. 
As 11 sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military 

service. 
After returning, he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors ns 11 senior. He held the NCAA 

220.ynrd dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set 11 conference record which lasted 21 years. He nJso won 
the conference 100-ynrd crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed nil or parts of five school individual or relay records. 

Curney wns drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
meets. He earned 11 spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won 11 silver medal at 200 meters. 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trinls at 200 meters and earned 11 spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200•meter finals, 
he earned n silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livia Berutti of Italy, who set nn Olympic record of 20.5 seconds. Carney's time of 20.6 
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Garnes won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fume and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for 

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pitt, he was selected team captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and eamedAll•America honors in 1934 after coming back from no injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
The 1934 Pitt team wns acclaimed national champions. The three-year lettennan played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record. 

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game nlong with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gemld Ford, a future U.S. president. 
Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He conched Moundsville High in 1938 nod Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness und Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school's only All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931) 
He earned IO leUers in three sports - football, basketball and baseball - and was an AU-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred 

Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 reconl as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament. 
After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-pounder became a three-year starter at Stanford University nod played on the fnmed 

"Vow Boys .. team - so numed for vowing not to lose to Southern California during their cnreer. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 reconl while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip, 
11 two-way end and placekickcr, wns MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game. 

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member of the AII-Time Stanfonl team, be was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall ofFame. 
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Tuge/lils qJOVAC member.schools honors those greot./itlil~tes whoplaJed or aaachedin ,tqe Ohic %1/ey • 
prior.to,the.Jifnnaiiotr ofthe conference in 1943 or:who played or coached after thllfdate '.but.'btfore . • 

•. ,f/ie.irschoolbetlime ,a member,{)f(he conference,. 

Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). 
He was 11 two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded 115 one of the best in school history. 
The 160-pound gwutl was named to five All-Ohio first terun selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 

after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the fin.a] stntewide poll. 
The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, SnJern, Ashtnbula and Wellsville and 

tied Sandusky, 13-13. 
Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield, Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue University and 

the Kunsas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell nnd he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season. 
Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fnme, Bell a1so was a member of the winning North team in the a.nntml Ohio North-South gnme. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939). 
He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pm baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was n member of two teams which 

advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Class A division. 
1be 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals, 

In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the qWlr
terfinnls. 

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school nnd the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and 
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the mmmer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for 
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation, he started his pm career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Closs D Penn State League. He then competed, as a first baseman and outfielder, 
in Fargo, ND., and Charleston, W.Vn., before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wtl.kes-Barre, Pa,, before being 
ca1led up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

George 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). 
A legendary em:ly era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teruns against top tri-stute 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red te!lill of 1930 and a program which reeled off nn OV record I 7 straight shutout wins. As a 

junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 1% points in nine games - 00th Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades. 
His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, bnscball and basketball nnd some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s. 
He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 
Bmgwin died of n heart attack at age 37 in 1951. 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1937). 
He was o senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with on 18-1 regular season record, It ended a 

sChool-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark, in the regional finals with n loss to Benwood Union, 
He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring 

record of 1,596 points set by national HaJI of Farner Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons, Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
last two seasons (1940 with 11 23 .9 average and 1941 at 22,0) and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season. 

In 1941, the smnJI college AU-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
in a nationaJ All-Star game in Chicago. 

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Vuginia Conference team. 
After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pm Akron Gbodyears. 

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941). 
The BeUaire native was a six-SJX)rt Cadet lettennan in football, basketball, track. golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago. 
A fi..foot-4, 208-JX>und end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in )945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League -

the first six with the Bean; and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi
onship game. 

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards nnd 10 touchdowns in 12 games. 
His seven-year, 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
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Tom 
Kinkade 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2009 

Fred 
Negus 

Charley 
Seabright 

Nick 
Skorich 
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Storer 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University. 
As n senior in high school, he led Toronto ton school record 19-2 record with only n regular season split with Weir High marring un unbeaten season. 

The 1938 team ndvnnced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport. 
The 6-foot-l, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by Tbe Associated Press and led all scorers with n 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points 

a game. 
In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa., Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort 

nt the time nnd lasted as a school record for 30 years. 
A quarterback in football, be was recruited by Ohio Stnte und was n three-year lettennan and two-way regular n.s 11 running back-linebacker on teams 

which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football. 

Fred Negus (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1940) 
He was a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball nnd earned All-Valley honors as a junior center and senior full

back while serving as team captain in two sports. 
After a year in prep school, he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on un 8-1-1 record 

team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and 
also lettered in track. After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines' footbaJI team, he was drafted by the NFL's Cleveland 
Rams, but opted to return to the Univen,ity of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star terun 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, be played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears. 
In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis. 

Charley Seabright (Benwood Union High School, Oass of 1937) 
He was n three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball ut old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Virginia one-class honors in football 

and basketball und was All-Valley in football. As n senior, he led the Ironmen to 11 school-best 23-2 basketball recant and sectional and regional titles plus 
n state tournament berth. During that run, the Ironmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling. 

At West Vuginia Univen,ity, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball. 
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback nnd linebacker, he also batted 300 as a left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard 
in basketball. 

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was 
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fume. 

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Anny. After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of 
the Inst two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelen,. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team 
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939) 
He was o three-sport Big Reds' athlete in footbaJl, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center whlle playing on three teams 

which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1. 
He earned a footba11 scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections. 
Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons us guard for the 

Steelen, before turning to couching - first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Boy and Philadelphia before becoming 
Engles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns' staff and became the Browns' head coach from 1971-74. After leaving 
Cleveland, he capped his career us supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004. 

Moffat Storer (The Linsty School, Class of 1939) 
He was n three-sp.xt Cadet standout in football, basketball nnd track where be set the longest-lasting Ohio Valley and W. Vu. record in the JOO-yard dash. 
An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the 

1939 IntelUgencerTri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV 
record books for four decades and was the best--ever in West Vrrginiu until 1972. 

He continued his football and track career ut Duke University where he was u slllrting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl gume uguinst Oregon State. It WllS 

played in Durham, N.C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif., because of World War II in the Pacific. He nlso starred on the Blue Devils' track team and 
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays. 

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after graduation, served in the armed forces. 
He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn., for several years, and is deceased. 
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The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing, 
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wise
man among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the confer
ence's first president. 

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more 
lucrative program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley. 

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in 
the United States. A total of 50 schools now supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 
17,000 athletes in the various competitive athletic areas. 

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of 
all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relation
ship, scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference. 

Current OVAC Member Schools 
Paden City Steubenville Catholic Central Harrison Central 
Zanesville Bishop Rosecrans Caldwell Indian Creek 
Bishop Donahue River Steubenville 
Weirton Madonna Shenandoah Weir 
St. John Central Wheeling Central Catholic Edison 
Conotton Valley Momoe Central East Liverpool 
Beallsville Buckeye Trail Buckeye Local 
Bridgeport Fort Frye Beaver Local 
Valley Barnesville Cambridge 
Hundred Magnolia Parkersburg South 
Toronto Bellaire Zanesville 
Cameron Tyler Consolidated Brooke 
Shadyside Union Local John Marshall 
Frontier Martins Ferry Morgantown 
Linsly St. Clairsville University 
Wellsville Meadowbrook Wheeling Park 
Morgantown Trinity Christian Oak Glen 

68 

if iJ MM . ; ... )\¥l{\f.U~ .. 3ljd .. J¾t!Ql(RMIL&m .. QJ.)J&:Z.$ 



celebrating traditions of the 
annual hall of fame banquet 

ROBINSON 
AUTO GROUP 

ROBINSON DRIVE - THE HIGHLANDS 
(304) 233-8000 / GM 

(304) 232-1880 /Toyota 
(304) 232-2400 / Ford 

sc::11:::,r, @TOYOTA 

NINE BRANDS. YOUR CHOICE. ONE PLACE. 
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