
OVAC BANQUET OF CHAMP ONS 
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Doug Huff, left, retired sports editor of The Intelligencer, presents the Wheeling News-Register Bill Van Horne OVAC 
Coach of the Year Award to Weirton Madonna High School football coach Bob Kramer, center, as Kramer's wife, 
Kathy, looks on. Kramer guided the Blue Dons to the 2009 West Virginia Class A football crown. 

Best of the Best 
Madonna's Kramer is 
named Bill Van Horne 
Coach of the Year 

Bv JIM ELLIOTT 
- Staff Writer 

WHEELING The 2009- IO OV AC 
Coach ot the Year planned to do a lot of 
things when he grew up. 

Coaching wa,; not one of them. 
• • 1 neve~r thought about coaching. ... 

Weirton Madonna·~ Bob Kramer ,;aid. 
··Never in my life." 

Kramer. announced Monday night n~ 
the winner of the 42nd annual NeW\ • 
Regi~ter Bill Van Horne OVAC Coach of 
the Year Av. ard. wa\ the ,;on of an out• 
door~man. 

··He d1dn·t know foc)tball: ' Kramer 
said of his father. 

1\1 ... i th,,r tli•l R t'lh 11,,t.l th,-"' '-= i v th tll ,.--t tl P 

when he first set a,;ide the rod and reel 
and began to play other sports. including 
football. He played through high school 
but still hadn ·1 thought about coaching it. 

Then one day. as he was sining in a 
club he belonged to after a softball game. 
a man walked in looking for some volun­
teers to help with a youth football team 
he wa,; coachrng - Aquinas in the old 
Parochial League in Steubenville. 

Kramer agreed to help. 
--That wa~ almost 3 7 years ago:· 

Kramer \aid. 
When Aquina~· head coach -;tepped 

down. Kramer took O\'er and coached 
thoc;e kids for I 2 more years. When they 
did away with the Parochial League. 
Kramer coached the Junior Crusaders. 

From there it v.as on to Toronto High 
School under Ron P.i.ul. then to Weirton 
Madonna. then to Steubenville Central. 
then back to Madonna. where he was 
simply a~kcd to !.ave the fading football 
1"'1,T'Al'tr 11on11 f'r,-\m &1-vtin~~t i nn 

He·s done much more than that. 
He· s the school"~ all-team leader with 

I 02 victories ( in 12 seasons). He"s 
coached three perfect regular seasons, six 
playoff teams. two state runner-up teams. 
and a ~late title team. His teams have also 
won three ~traight OV AC crown~. 

La~t December, he was named the 
Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of 
the Year. He was named The Intelli • 
gencer's 2004 Coach of the Year. he was 
an OVAC Coa<:h of the Year finalist in 
2005. and he"s been named the Mason 
Dixon C onference Coach of the Year 
four times. 

With nearly 60 0 co aches in the 
OV AC. Monday"s award is as big as it 
gets. 

..I can't put into words exactly how I 
feel.'" Kramer said. ·-rm overwhelmed 
by it.' . 

The key to being a good coach. he 
says. is ~urroun<ling your,elf w ith good 
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MADONNA 
head football 
coach Bob 
Kramer poses 
with his wife 
Kathy after he 
was named 
OVAC Coach 
of the Year for 
guiding his 
Blue Dons to 
an undefeat­
ed, 14-0, 
state champi­
onship sea­
son. 
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Kramer named top coach 
• Madonna football mentor lauded as 46th annual OVAC Coach of the Year 
By JIM ELLIOTT 
For The Times Leader 

The 2009- 1 0 OVAC Coach of 
the Year p lanned to do a lot of 
thing, when he grew up. 

Coaching wa~ not one of them. 
--1 nevc1· thought about coach­

ing.·· Weirton M ado nna's Bob 
K1~11ner said. "Ne, er in my l ife ... 

Kramer. announced Monday 
night a-.. the \.\ inner of the 42nd 
a1111ual t\c\.\ ~ Re!!i~tc r Bill V an 
Horne OVAC Coach o r the Year 
A ward. wa, the ~on of an outdoor!->• 
m,1p . 

.. He ditln·1 know football. " 
Krnmer ,aid ot hi\ father. 

Neither did Bob unlil the <;i ;i; th 
1:rade. \\ h~•n he fiN set a~ide the rw 
and red :1n<l hc~an to pl ay other 
,,pon~. induding foorbal L He played 
throui::h hi~h ,chool but. ~till hadn't 
~houiht ull\)UI <:0,11:hing it. 

'/can't put into 
words exactly how I 
feel.' 

-Bob Kramer 

Then one day. as he was sitting in 
a club he belonged to after a softball 
game. a man walked in looking for 
~ome volunteers to help w i th a 
youth football team he was coach­
ing Aquinas in the old Parochial 
Lca!;ue in Steubenville. 

Kramer agreed to help. 
"That was al most 3 7 years ago." 

Kramer said. 
When Aquinas· head coach 

<;tepped down. Kramer took o ver 
nn<I rn:lrhf'rl thn,f' lci,k fnr I? mnrP 

years. When they did away with the 
Parochial League. Kramer coached 
the Junior Cru~ader~. 

From there it was on to Toronto 
High School under Ron Paul. then 
to Weirton Madonna. then to 
Steubenville Central. then back to 
Madonna. where he wa s simply 
asked to ~ave the fading football 
program from extinction. 

He's done much more than that. 
He ·s the ~chool's all-team leader 

with I 02 victories (in I 2 seasons). 
He's coached three perfect regular 
season'>. six playoff teams. two state 
runner- up teams. and a state title 
team. His teams have also won three 
straight OV AC crowns. 

Last December. he was named 
the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 
Man o f the Year. He w as named 
The Intelligencer·~ 2004 Coach of 

<'-- vnAa.ar-rii n _ ... .. _ ,... 



• Kramer--------
conunued from Page B1 

the Year. he was an OVAC Coach of the Year finalist in 
2005. and hc·s been named the Mason Dixon Conference 
Coach of lhe Year four times. 

Wilh nearly 600 coaches in the OVAC. Monday's 
award is as big as it gets. 

··1 can't put into words exactly how I feel."' Kramer 
said. ·Tm o\'erwhelmcd by it.-'' 

The key to being a good coach. he says. is surrounding 
yourself with good assistants. And, he added. good ath­
letes certainly help. Like the ones he had last season, when 
they went 14-0 and won it all. 

··t can·t say enough about my coaches and my play­
ers ... Kramer said. '· We had a great group of seniors. 
They knew what they wanted ro accomplish. All I sort of 
did was guide them and put things together for them. I 
tried to figure out what was best for them. 

' •Our kids work h,1rd at it. and they know what to do. It 
was ju~t a real special group to coach. I've had some in 
the pa~t that were the same way. but they weren't able to 
achieve what we were able to achieve this year ... 

So th,1rs it. Kr,uncr·s teams win because they buy into 
what he's sdlim.!. 

Hook. line. a,;d sinker. 

Besf-----
(Cont. from Page 15) 

assistants. And. he added, 
good athletes certainly 
help. Like the ones he had 
last season, when they 
went 14-0 and won it all. 

"l can't say enough 
about my coaches and ~y 
players,·' Kramer said. 
"We had a great group of 
seniors. They knew what 
they wanted to accom­
plish. All 1 sort of did _was 
ouide them and put things 
together for them. 1 tried 
to figure out what was 

best for them. 
''Our kids work hard 'at 

it. and they know what to 
do. It was just a real spe­
cial group to coach. I've 
had some in the past that 
were the same way, but 
they weren't able to 
achieve what we were 
able to achieve this 
year." 

So that'~ it. Kramer's 
teams win because they 
buy into what he's sell-
ing. . 

Hook. line. and smker. 
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PORTS 
OV AC Names 5 COY Nominees 
42nd award will 
be given Monday 

By SHAWN RINE 
Sports Editor 

WHEELING - In a con­
ference that recently added 
two more members to bring 
the total to a robust 50. it"s 
quite a feat to be named the 
best in just about anything. 

But when you consider 
there arc more than 600 
coaches at· those schools. 
being named the top one in a 
given year must bring with it 
a tremendous sense of pride. 

accomplishment and humble­
ness. 

The field has been whittled 
from more than 600 to just 
five, and the winner of the 
42nd annual News-Register 
Bill Van Home OV AC Coach 
of the Year award will be 
honored during Monday 
night's OVAC Banquet of 
Champions at WesBanco 
Arena. Festivities begin at 
6:30 p.m. 

Finalists for this year's 
award. in alphabetical order, 
are: Shadyside ' s Ed Andes. 
Brooke's Tom Bruney, Park­
ersburg's South's Paul Jack­
son. Weirton Madonna's Bob 

Kramer. and St. Clairsville's 
Heidi Mooney. , 

Following are capsules on 
each. 

ED ANDES, Shadyside 
boys' basketball: It was a 
ride to remember as he earned 
his 200th career victory in the 
Tigers' OVAC title-game vic­
tory against Shenandoah. 
Andes· club finished with a 
25-1 record that included the 
school's first unbeaten regular 
season and three victories 
each against River. Zanesville 
Rosecrans, Barnes vi I le and 
Shenadoah. 

Shadyside won the 
school's first district title 

since 1977 when Andes. now 
in his 12th season as coach, 
was the team's best player. 
Included in the remarkable 
run that ended with an Ohio 
Division IV regional final 
loss to Bedford St. Peter 
Chanel, was a rally from an 
I 8-point halftime deficit 
against perennial power 
Hiland. and a victory against 
then-undefeated McDonald in 
the regional final. 

All told. Andes has won six 
OV AC titles - two decided 
on the court - and has 
advanced to the district final 
five times. 

See. COY, Page B2 
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TOM BRUNEY, Brooke 
football: While most con­
sidered reviving the Brooke 
football program a chal­
lenge, Bruney thought of it 
as a privilege. Never stray­
ing far from the tradition that 
had made the Bruins a 
nationally recognized power, 
Bruney, in his first season, 
did what many thought 
impossible. 

When the second WVS­
SAC Class AAA ratings 
came out last fall, the Bruins 

were back on top where they 
belong. There were many 
bumps along the way, but 
Brooke finished a perfect 
I 0-0 and entered the post­
season as the No. I team in 
the state's biigest classifica­
tion. Three victories later the 
Bruins were in the state 
championship game at 
Wheeling Island Stadium, 

Though Brooke eventual­
ly fell to what became two­
ti me defending champion 
South Charleston on that 

cold, snowy December day, 
the roar was restored. 

Bruney made quarterback 
Cotey Wallace into a legiti­
mate Kennedy A ward candi­
date - he finished third -
and whipped an offensive 
line led by Hunt Award 
finalist Jake Lilly. into a 
wrecking crew. 

After the season, Bruney 
was selected as The Intelli­
gencer Coach of the Year, 
and was feted at the Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan awards. 

Turn your beater 
into a. beauty. 

Ask about our 
Auto loan rates 
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PAUL JACKSON, 
Parkersburg South 
Wrestling: The new guy on 
the scene took no prisoners. 
A never-ending debate will 
be waged as to whether it's 
easier to be the hunter or the 
hunted, but upon arrival this 
year in the conference, Jack­
son's Patriots were immedi­
ately the latter. 

They responded with a 
spotless (34-0) dual-meet 
record including victories at 
the Wheeling Park Duals, 
Meadowbrook Duals, and 
West Virginia Duals in the 
regular season. Parkersburg 
South ran away with the 
OVAC Overall and Class 
AAAA titles, and went on to 
capture Region One and 
state crowns. 

Jackson. who graduated 
from Parkersburg South in 
I 9 7 3 and has been a head 
wrestling coach for 12 years, 
owns an impressive 254-55 
duals record, 43 tournament 
victories, and seven state 
titles. He has been named 
We.st Virginia Coach of the 
Year six times, has coached 
22 state champions, and I I 0 
state place winners. Jackson 
was selected National 
Wrestling Coaches Associa­
tion Scholastic Division, 
Region Two Coach of the 
Year in I 996-1997, and his 
199 5 team achieved a No. 
20 national ranking. 

BOB KRAMER, Weir­
ton Madonna Football: 
People often refer to coaches 
as architects of their pro­
grams. Never has that 
description applied more 
than with Kramer, who upon 
taking over at Madonna in 
1998 had to fight just to 
keep the program afloat. 

Fast fmward I 2 years and 
he ' s the envy of every 
W.Va. Class A coach after 
leading the Blue Dons to one 
of the most dominating sea. 
"""~ - in :mv rl:i~~ - "" 

Madonna best I 02 victories 
against just 32 losses, 
including three perfect regu­
lar seasons, six ~tale playoff 
teams, a 12-5 postseason 

' record, two state runner-up 
finishes in 2004 and 2008. 
and that state title - the 
school's second. and fin,t 
since 198 7. He has been 
named The Intelligencer's 
2004 Coach of the Year, 
was an OV AC Coach of the 
Year finalist in 2005, the 
Mason Dixon Conference 
Coach of the Year four 
times, WTOV-TV Big 22 
Class A Coach of the Year 
and River Valley League 
honoree the last two seasons. 

In addition, Kramer 
coached W.Va. in the 2009 
OV AC All-Star Game, has 
won the Carl R. Hammill 
Award, and wa~ this year 
recognized as the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 
Man of the Year. 

HEIDI MOONEY, St. 
Clairsville girls' cross 
country: As far as this sport 
is concerned. Mooney has 
pretty much been the gold 
standard. She led the Red 
Devils to an Ohio Division II 
state runner-up finish this 
season, which included 
regional and district champi­
onships, as well as OVAC 
Overall and Class AAA 
championships, and a Buck­
eye 8 crown. 

St. Clairsville lost just 
once before the state meet, 
that being at the Boardman 
Invite. where truth be told 
the Red Devils were without 
key contributors due to ACT 
testing. Mooney coached 
three All-Ohioans this sea­
son in Kelly Perzanowski, 
Kate Hodgson, and Jamie 
Perzanowski. 

In her I 5 seasons, 
Mooney-coached teams 
have won three OVAC 
crowns. two districts and one 
n>oi"n::il titlt> ::1nrl h:ivt> mrnl-



had made the Bruins a 
nationally recognized power. 
Bruney, in his first season, 
did what many thought 
impossible. 

When the second wvs~ 
SAC Class AAA ratings 
came out last fall, the Bruins 

tion. Three vfotories later the 
Bruins were in the state 
chaml?ionship game at 
Wheelmg Island Stadium. 

Though Brooke eventual­
ly fell to what became two­
ti me defending champion 
South Charleston on that 

line led· by Hunt Award 
finalist Jake Lilly, into a 
wrecking crew. 

After the season, Bruney 
was selected as The Intelli­
gencer Coach of the Year, 
and was feted at the Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan awards. 
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hunted, but upon arrival this 
year in the conference, Jack­
son's Patriots were immedi­
ately the latter. 

They responded with a 
spotless (34-0) dual-meet 
record including victories at 
the Wheeling Park Duals, 
Meadowbrook Duals, and 
West Virginia Duals in the 
regular season. Parkersburg 
South ran away with the 
OV AC Overall and Class 
AAAA titles. and went on to 
capture Region One and 
state crowns. 

Jackson. who graduated 
from Parkersburg South in 
1973 and has been a head 
wrestling coach for 12 years, 
owns an impressive 254-55 
duals record, 43 tournament 
victories. and seven state 
titles . He has been named 
West Virginia Coach of the 
Year six times, has coached 
22 ·state champions, and J I 0 
state place-winners. Jackson 
was selected National 
Wrestling Coaches Associa­
tion Scholastic Di vision, 
Region Two Coach of the 
Year in 1996-1997, and his 
1995 team achieved a No. 
20 national ranking. 

BOB KRAMER, Weir­
ton Madonna Football: 
People often refer to coaches 
as architects of their pro­
grams. Never has that 
description applied more 
than with Kramer, who upon 
taking over at Madonna in 
1998 had to fight just to 
keep the program afloat. 

Fa,;t forward 12 years and 
he's the envy of every 
W.Va. Class A coach after 
leading the Blue Dons to one 

• of the most dominating sea­
sons - in any class - on 
record. Weirton Madonna 
bulldozed its way to the state 
title, never permitting an 
opponent to score more than 
eight points in any game, 
and racking up a school­
record 14-0 ledger. and a 
third straight OV AC crown. 

Kramer sports an all-time 

and that state title - the 
school's second, and fir-;t 
since 1987 . He has been 
named The Intelligencer's 
2004 Coach of the Year, 
was an OV AC Coach of the 
Year finalist in 2005, the 
Mason Dixon Conference 
Coach of the Year four 
times. WTOV-TV Big 22 
Class A Coach of the Year 
and River Valley League 
honoree the last two seasons. 

fn addition, Kramer 
coached W.Va. in the 2009 
OV AC All-Star Game, has 
won the Carl R. Hammill 
Award, and was this year 
recognized as the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 
Man of the Year. 

HEIDI MOONEY, St. 
Clalrsvllle girls' cross 
country: As far as this sport 
is concerned, Mooney has 
pretty much been the gold 
standard. She led the Red 
Devils to an Ohio Division II 
state runner-up finish this 
season, which included 
regional and district champi­
onships. as well as OV AC 
Overall and Cla\s AAA 
championship\, and a Buck­
eye 8 crown. 

St. Clairsville lost j ust 
once before the state meet, 
that being at the Boardman 
Invite. where truth be told 
the Red Devils were without 
key contributors due to ACT 
testing. Mooney coached 
three All-Ohioans this sea­
son in Kelly Perzanowski, 
Kate Hodgson. and Jamie 
Perzanowski. 

In her 15 seasons, 
Mooney-coached teams 
have won three OV AC 
crowns. two districts and one 
regional title. and have qual­
ified for two straight state 
meets. Mooney. who gave 
birth to triplets earlier this 
year, is a three-time Times 
Leader Coach of the Year 
honoree, and was 2009's 
Ohio Track and Cross Coun­
try Coaches Association 
Coach of the Year. 



Coach of the year finalists set 
• OVAC's t.op honor to be presented during Monday's Banquet of Champions 
By SHAWN RINE 
For The Times Leader 

In a conference that recently added two 
more members to bring the total to a robu,t 
50. it's quite a feat to be named the best in 
just about anything. 

But when you consider there are more 
than 600 coaches at those schools. being 
named the top one in a given year must 
bring with it a tremendous sense of pride, 
accomplishment and humbleness. 

The field ha~ been whittled from more 
than 600 to just five. and the winner of the 
42nd annual News-Register Bill Van 
Horne OVAC Coach of the Year award will 
be honored during Monday's OV AC 
Banquet of Champions at WesBanco 
Arena. Festivities begin at 6:30 p.m. 

Finalists for thi, year's award. in alpha-

• ■ 

ANDES BRUNEY JACKSON KRAMER MOONEY 
betical order. arc: Shadyside·s Ed Andes. 
Brooke·~ Tom Bruney. Parkersburg's 
South's Paul Jacbon. Weirton Madonna's 
Bob Kramer. and St. Clain,villc·~ Heidi 
Mooney. 

Following are capsules on each. 
ED ANDES. Shadyside boys. ba!;ketball: 

It was a ride to remember as he earned his 
200th career victory in the Tigers· OV AC 
title -game victory against Shenandoah. 
Andes' club fin ished with a 25-1 record 
that included the school's first unbeaten 
regular season and three victories each 

See, COACH, Page C3 
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TOM BRUNEY. Brook~ 
football: While most considered 
reviving the Brooke football 
program a challenge. Brune~· 
thought of a, a privilege. Ncver1 
,tr .iying: far from the tradition' 
th.it had made the Bruin, a 
nationally recognized power, 
Bruney. m his first season. did 
what many thought impossible. 

When the second WVSSAC 
Cla,, AAA ratings came out l,i:-t 
fall. the Bruins were back on top 
where they belong. There were 
many bump, along the way. but 
Brook.e fini,hed a perfect 10-0 
,md entered the postsea:mn JS 
the No. I teJm in the stale 's big­
gc~t clas~ilication. Three vic­
torie, later. the Bruins were m 
the state championship game at 
Wheeling l,land Stadium. 

Though Brooke eventually 
fell to what became two-time 
defending champion South 
Charleston on that cold, snov. y 
December day. the roar w,tS 
rc!,tored. 

Bruney made quarterback 
Cotey Wallace into a legitin1Jle 
Kennedy Award candidate a he 
finished third a and whipped 
an offensive line led by Hunt 
Award finalist Jake Lilly, into a 
wrecking uew. 

After the season. Bruney was 
,elected a, The Intelligencer 
Coach of the Year. and was 
feted at the Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan award,. 

PAUL JACKSON, 
Parl,..er!>burg South wrestling: 
The new guy on the scene took 
no prisoners. A never-end­
mg debate will be waged as 
to whether it's easier to be the 
hunter or the hunted. but upon 
arrival this year in the confer­
ence. Jacbon·!, Patriots were 
immediately the latter. 

They re,ponded with a spotb~ 
(3~-0) dual-meet record includ­
ing victorie!, al the Wheeling 
Park Dual,. Meadowbrook 
Duals. and Wc~l Virginia Du,11~ 
in the regul,tr ~eason. 

Parker~burg South ran away 
with the OVAC Overall and 
Cla,, AAAA titles. and went 
on to capture Region One and 
-;t,1te CTO\\ IJ,. 

Jack.,on. who graduated from 

Ed Andes 

Parkersburg South in 1973 
and has been a head wrestling 
coach for 12 years, owns an 
impressive 254-55 duals record, 
43 tournament victories, and 
seven state titles. He has been 
~amed West Virginia Coach of 
the Year six times, has coached 
22 state champions, and I JO 
state place-winners. Jackson 
was selected National Wrestling 
Coaches Association Scholastic 
Divi!,ion. Region Two Coach of 
the Year in 1996-1997. and his 
1995 team achieved a No. 20 
national ranking. 

BOB KRAMER, Weirton 
Madonna football: People often 
refer to coaches as architects of 
their programs. Never has that 
descnption applied more than 
with Kramer. who upon taking 
over at Madonna in 1998 had 
to fight just to keep the program 
afloat. 

Fast forward 12 years and he's 
the envy of every W.Va. Class 
A coach after leading the Blue 
Dons to one of the most domi­
nating ,easons in any class on 
record. Weirton Madonna bull­
dozed ih way to the state title. 
never permitting an opponent 
to score more than eight points 
in any g.ime. and racking up a 
school-record 14-0 ledger. and a 
third straight OVAC crown. 

Kramer sports an all-time 
Madonna best 102 victories 
against just 32 losses. including 
three perfect regular season~. 
six state playoff team~. a 12-
5 postseason record, two state 

Tom Bruney 

Paul Jackson 

runner-up finishes in 2004 and 
2008. and that state title a the 
school's second, and first since 
1987. He has been named The 
Intelligencer's 20O-l Coach of 
the Year. was an OVAC Coach 
of the Year finafot in 2005. 
the Mason Dixon Conference 
Coach of the Year four time~. 
WTOV-TV Big 22 Cla~\ A 
Coach of the Year and River 
Valley League honoree the la~t 
two seasons. 

In addition. Kramer coached 
W.Va. in the 2(X)9 OVAC All 
Star Game. has won the Carl 
R. Hamill Award, and was this 
year recognized as the Upper 

. Ohio Valley Dapper D\ln Man 
of the Year. 

HEIDI MOONEY. St. 
Clai~villc girts· cross country: 
As far a, this sport is concerned, 
Mooney has pretty much been 
the gold \tandard. She led the 
Red Devils to an Ohio Division 

Bob Kramer 

II :-.tale nmner-up finish this sea­
son. whii:h mcluded regional dlld 
d1,!rtct championships. as well a,, 
OVAC Over.ill and Class AAA 
ch.impion-;hip:.., and ,l Buckeye 
8 crown. St. Clairwille lost just 
once before the state meet. that 
being al the Boardman Invite. 
whe;e truth be told the Red 
De\ 1ls were without key con 
tributors due to ACl' tc,ting. 

Mooney co,lchcd three All­
Olm1an:.. thi,; sea,;on in Kelly 
Pcrz.inowsk1 Kate Hodgson. 
and J.imie Pcrzanow\kl. 

In her 15 'it:Json,;, Moone) -
coached te,uns h.ive won three 
OVAC crowns. two districts 
.ind one reg10nal title, .ind ha\e 
qualified for two straight state 
meets. Mooney. who gave birth 
to ttiplcts earlier this year. is a 
three-time Times Leader Coach 
of the Year honoree. and was 
2009's Ohio Track and Cross 
Country Coaches Association 
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WHEELING. W. Va. - In a 
conference that recently added 
two more mcmher, to bnng the 
total to a robu,t 50. It's quite a 
feat to be named the be~t in ju,t 
about anythmg. • 

When you consider there .ire 
more thi.ln 600 coad1c, .1t tho,e 
,chooh. bcmJ named the lop 
, inr ,n .i ;;1\ en year mu,t bring 
\\ 1th 11 ,1 tremcndou!> ~cnsc of 
pride. accompli!>hmcnt and 
humblcne~,. 

The field ha~ been whittled 
trom more than 600 to just five . 
and the wim.er 0 f the 42nd 
armual News-Register Bill Van 
Home OVAC Coach of the Year 
award will be honored during 
Monday night's OVAC Banquet 
of Champions at WesBanco 
Arena. Festivities beg.in al 6:30 
p.m. 

Finalists_ for this year's award. 
in alphabetical order. are: 
Shadyside's Eel Andes. Brooke's 
Tom Bruney. Parker,burg 
South'~ Paul Jacbon. We1110~ 
M.1donna's Bob Kramer . .ind St. 
Cl.iirwille\ Heidi Mooney. 

Herc\ a cap~ule look at each 
,)f the finalists: 

ED ANDES. Sha<ly:,,ide 
boy~• ba~ketball: It wa:,, a ride 
to remember as he earned h1:. 
200th career victory in the 
Tigers· OVAC title-game victo­
ry against Shenandoah. Ande~· 
club fini!>hed with a 25-1 record 
that included the school'~ fir~t 
unbeaten regular season and 
three victorie:-. each a!!ain!>l 
River, Zanesville Rose~ran!> 
Bamew11le and Shenandoah. ' 

Shady~1de won the school\ 
first district title since 1977 
when Andc!>, now in his 12th 
,e.ison a!> coach. was the team·!> 
best player. Included in the 
remarkable run that ended with 
.in Ohio Division IV regional 
final loss to Bedford St. Peter 
Chanel, was a rally from an 
18 point halftime deficit against 
perennial power Hiland. and a 
victo1y against then-undefeated 
McDonald in the regional final. 

All told. Andes has won six 
OVAC titles - two decided on 
the court - and has advanced 
to the district final five times. 

Wells Scholarship winners named 
Al) s!s.i Wolfe o~ New Le'<ington High School and Haley Kolme1ten 

of Ridgewood High School h..1ve been named the 20 IO recipients of 
the John We:t, Memorial Sl·holarship. 

The two were 1.h(N!ll from 26 applicants for the $1.()(X) scholar­
,hip, . .iv.arcled cal h) c..1r by the Road Runner Fastpitch Organintion. 
to two !,emor ,ol th.ill players who plan to attend college. 

Player~ from Muskmgum. Guernsey. Noble. Coshocton. Perry .ind 
l\forga;1 Lount.e~ .11 c ehg1blc for the s<.holarsh1p. given m memory 
o~ J~hn \\ 1·1,~, th~ lon_g-time are.i softball pla4•cr and volunteer 
p1tl(1mg coalh .it Mu!',kmgum College who died ,uddcnly pitching 
battmg pral'tKe at the 2001 NCAA Division Ill World Serie!>, 

P'.e, 1ou, winner, mclude Heather S..1yre (Caldwell). Erin Mozena 
ffn-V.illcy). Emm) R,1111:,,cy (John Glenn). Monica Blanford (Ri,er 
V1e\\ ). Arnan<l,1 Flower~ (Sheridan ). Angela Shurtz I Ridgewood). 
K,1yl,1 Bah:\ !John Glenn). Megan Brothers (John Glenn). Sarah 
Butts (West Mu,kingum). Kelsey Tom (John Glenn). S,unantha 
Crum (Shcnando,th). Logan Hursey (John Glenn). Traci Alt 
(Bud.1.)C Trail). Mull) Scholl (John Glenn). A:-,hlcy Long (Philo) 
and Kmsr Tellep (Meadowbrook). 

Members Df the ~cholarshrp committee arc Jane (Wells) Shcm1an. 
Rick Shcnnan. Ron Miller and Gene Bess. 

TOM BRUNEY, Brooke 
football: While most considered 
reviving the Brooke football 
program a challenge. Bruney 
thought of as a privilege. Never 
straying far from the tradition 
that had made the Bruins • a 
nationally recognized power. 
Bruney. in his first season. did 
what many thought impossible. 

When the second WVSSAC 
Class AAA ratings c,1me out last 
fall. the Bruins were back on top 
where they belong. There were 
many bumps along the way. but 
Brooke finished a perfect 10-0 
and entered the postseason as 
the No. l team in the state's big­
gest classification. Three vic­
tories later. the Bruins were in 
the slate championship game at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Though Brooke cventuallv 
fell to what became two-tim~ 
defending champion South 
Charleston on that cold. snowy 
December day. the roar was 
restored. 

Bruney made quarterback 
Cotey Wallace into a legitimate 
Kennedy Award candidate a he 
finished third ;i and whipped 
an offensive line led by Hunt 
Award finalist Jake Lilly. into. a 
wrecking crew. 

After the season. Bruney was 
selected as The Intelligencer 
Coach of the Year. and wa-; 
feted at the Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan awards. 

PAUL JACKSON. 
Parkersburg Sourh wrestling: 
The new guy on the scene took 
no prisoners. A never-end­
ing debate will be waged a-; 
to whether it's easier to be the 
hunter or the hunted. but upon 
arrival this year 111 the confer­
ence. Jackson ·s Patriots were 
immediately the latter. 

They responded with a spotless 
(3.J.-0) dual-meet record includ­
ing , ictories at the Wheeling 
Park Dual-;. Meadowbrook 
Duals. and West Virginia Dua!i. 
in the regular season. 

P<;1rkcrsburg South ran awa) 
~ ith the OVAC Overall and 
Class AAAA titles. and went 
on to capture Region One and 
state crowns. 

Jackson. who graduated from 

Ed Andes 

Parkersburg South in 1973 
and has been a head wrestling 
coach for 12 years, owns an 
impressive 254-55 duals record 
43 tournament victories. and 
seven state titles. He has been 
named West Virginia Coach of 
the Year ~ix times. has coached 
22 state champions, and I IO 
!>late place-winners. Jackson 
was selected National Wrestling 
Coaches As!>ociation Scholastic 
Division, Region Two Coach of 
the Year in 1996-1997. and his 
1995 team achieved a No. 20 
national ranking. 

BOB KRAMER. Weirton 
Madonna football: People often 
refer to coaches as architects of 
their progr.ims. Never has that 
description applied more than 
with Kramer, who upon taking 
over at Madonna in 1998 had 
to fight just to keep the program 
afloat. 

Fast forward 12 years and he's 
the envy of every W.Ya. Class 
A coach after leading the Blue 
Dons to one of the most domi­
nating seasons in any class on 
record. Weirton Madonna bull­
dozed its way to the state title. 
never pennitting an opponent 
~o score more than eight points 
Ill any game. and racking up a 
school-record l 4-0 ledger. and a 
third straight OVAC crown. 

Kramer sports an all-time 
Madonna best I 02 victories 
against just 32 losses. including 
three perfect regular ,easons. 
six state playoff teams. a 12-
5 postseason record. two !>late 
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