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Tiu, Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame Commiltee. Front row, left to right, Robert "Hubba" 
Kapral, Don Zinni, Ron Mauck, Kelly Rine and Tom Tisher; back row, Thomas E. Rataiczak, Jay Kiger, 
Dick Wolf, Jeff Harrison and Doug Huff 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Committee 

Jeff Harrison .................................... Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 

Doug Huff ........................................ Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Robert "Bubba" Kapral ................ Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 

Jay Kiger ............................................ Assistant Principal, East Liverpool High School 

Ron Mauck .................................................. Former OVAC Football, Wrestling Director 

Tom Tisher ............................................................ Athletic Director, River High School 

Thomas E. Rataiczak ........................................................ OVAC Executive Secretary 

Kelly Rine ..................................... ............. Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 

Dick Wolf ........ Former East Liverpool City Schools Board Member, OVAC Supporter 

Don Zlnni. ..................................................... Commissioner of OVAC Football Officials 
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2009-2010 OVAC 
Executive Board 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Executive Boord for 2009-2010. Front row left lo right, Jeff Crosier, Ohio Board Member; 
Walt Skaggs, Ohio Board Member; Jerry Narcisi, Ohio Board Member; Dan Angalich, Vice-President; Dan Doyle, President; 
Dianna Va,xo, Past President; Bernie Dolan, West Vuginia Board Member; and Corey Murphy, West Virginia Board Member. 
Second row, Thomas E. Rataicr.ak,Executive Secretary; Bob Koch, Class AA Representative; Doug Tush, Class A Representative; 
Ed Cihi, Class AAA Representative; Kelly Rine, Class AAA Representatiye; and Rick Leach, Class AAAA Representative. 
Third row, Steve Wojcik, Baseball Commissioner; John Howell, Basketball Commissioner; Ron Whit~, Asristant Basketball 
Commissioner; Don Zinni, Football Commissioner; Tom Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; and Peggy Bannan, VolleybaJ1 
Commissiorur. 
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Special Thanks 
to Denny Magruder 

and the staff 
at WesBanco Arena 

Site of the OVAC Hall of Fame, 
OVAC Museum, OVAC Banquet 

of Champions, Ron Mauck 
OVAC Wrestling Tournament, 

OVAC Cheerleading Championship, 
and OVAC Queen of Queens Pageant 

Next Year's OVAC Hall of Fame 
Banquet will take place 

on Saturday,Aug. 21, 2010 
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Congratulations 

Dick Edge 

on your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

St. Clairsville High School 

Photographs of this year's OVAC 
Hall of Fame Induction 

available through: 

--- Briggs Professional Photography I Ij£_ ,.,,..,oo, "@' _,,., 

Fax: (740) 633--1311 
email: ebrlggs@1st.net 

706 N. Zane Hwy., Martins Ferry, OH 43935 ----

'Evert 'Brigg 5 Owner - Photographer 

Sports Action and Activity Photographs 

visit 

printroom.com/pro/briggsphoto 



**************************** 
~ * 
: Bill : 
! ~ lobko : 
~ * 
~ * 
~ The Bridgeport High * 
! School Boosters : 
! congratulate the family of Bill Jobko for his : 
~ OVAC Hall of Fame induction and for his * 
! outstanding contributions to the rich history : 
~ of Bulldog football! * 
~ * 
~ High School Highlights: * 
~ • Defensive linebacker ,.._ 

f/lifll • Offensive guard ..,. "I" 

~ .,.. • Three-year letter winner - >+ 
~ • All Ohio Valley Team >+ 
~ • All Eastern Ohio Valley All Star Team "'-

• All Valley All Star Team ,,-

~ * 
~ College Highlights: Professional Football Highlights: >4 
~ • Recruited by legendary football coach • Drafted by the Los Angeles Rams - "' 
~ Woody Hayes to attend The Ohio State played from 1958 to 1962. "I" 

University. • Traded to Minnesota Vikings - played >+ 
~ • Played on 2 National Championship from 1963 - 1965. Served as one of their >+ 
~ Teams, 1954 and 1957. captains. 
~ • Named by his teammates as the MVP on • Served Atlanta Falcons as a coach, college >+ 

the 1957 National Championship team. scout and director of pro scouting from >+ 
~ • He is the only player in the Big 10 to 1967 - 1989. >4 
i( participate on three outright Big 10 • Worked for the Phoenix Cardinals as a 

Championship teams. college scout from 1989 - 1994. >4 
~ • Only Big 10 player to never lose a Big 10 • Retired from the NFL in 1994. "' 
~ game, as OSU went 20-0-0 in the Big Ten ""' 
~ during his career. >4 

~ >4 
'.i., _.. Bridgeport High School Boosters .._ >4 
~ ..,, President - Jeff Frey Secretary - Eric Miller ~ 
~ ,...... Vice President - Frank Pritchett Treasurer - Bill Pahl ..... .,. >4 
~ >4 
¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥~ 
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The 

Bobcat Booster Club 

congratulates 

Coach Gene Ford 

on his induction into the OVAC Hall of Prune 
' 

Luv Ya Blue! 
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*************************** 

Congratulations, Uncle 

on your induction into the OVAC 
Hall of Fame for 50 years of great calls! 

Bill Paolisso 
50 years of football and basketball officiating 

throughout the Ohio Valley 

Well Deserved! 

Your nephews and our families, 
Tony DiMaria 

Richard Paolisso 
David Paolisso 
Paul Paolisso 
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~ BARNESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 

AND THE BARNESVILLE ij BOOSTERS CLUB 

l===--0:NGRATULA."tt: 1-?tni ' I 

~UCTto!'-i (}. 
ON ffJS IN?o. TH£ OVAC HALL OF FAME 

T\Vo TIME 
Om~ 

''. .. STATE AA WRESTLING. • 
CHAMPION • i.' 
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■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

Weir High Baseball Boosters 

congratulate and thank 

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty and Bill Paolisso 
Members of our 1945 West Virginia 
State Championship baseball team 

Jim Hanna 
Member and the winning pitcher of our 

1950 West Virginia State Championship baseball team 

Your dedication and talent brought fame and excitement 
to our community of Weirton and Weir High School 

Thanks for the memories 

Your induction to the OVAC Hall of Fame 
is a well deserved honor 

,■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
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The 

Bellaire High School 
Athletic Department 

salutes 

Nick Skorich 
Bellaire High School Class of 1939 

Legend of OVAC member schools honoree 2009 
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• Congratulations 

Tim Moxley 
Charlie Keenan 

Tim Moxley Charlie Keenan 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches' Association 
salutes and thanks you for your contribution to wrestling 

in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
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Multi-Sport Athlete at Paden City High School 

Basketball - 4 Vear Letterman - 1,996 Career Points 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

1993 Senior Season - 29.2 Points, 7.8 Assists, 7 Rebounds 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
1993 Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Award for Outstanding Achievement 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

USA Today Player of the Week 1/18/93 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

1993 McDonalds All American Team Nominee 
* * :f' * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WV AP Player of the Week (multiple occasions) 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Career Record - 81 Wins 12 Losses 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WV State Tournament '91 & '92 OVAC Champions '92 &'93 
* * * * * * ** * * *, * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ' WV "A" All State '91,'92,'93 - Captain '92 & '93 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * '* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ' All OVAC Class 'A' First Team '91, '92, '93 - Captain '93 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

All Sectional Tournament '91, '92, '93 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Football - 4 Vear Letterman 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

All OVAC Class 'A' First Team '91 & '92 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Track - 4 Vear Letterman 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *-* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

1992 OVAC Class 'A' Long Jump Champion 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

2nd Place 300 Intermediate Hurdles State Track Meet 1992 
* * * * * * ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

CompllmenB of 

Paden City Wildcat Boosters 
11 
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■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Weir High School 

congratulates 

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty 
Class of 1945 

Jim Hanna 
Class of 1950 

Bill Paolisso 
Class of 1946 

John J. Sorrenti 
Class of 1956 

Dr. Vince Monseau 
Class of 1958 

We are prou<J of all your accomplishments and appreciate your dedication 
and talent in bringing honor to our community and Weir High School. 

Your induction to the OVAC Hall of Fame is well deserved. 

Weir High faculty, staff and administration 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
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Congratulations 

Mike Dawson 
Magnolia High School 

West Virginia University 

For your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame -2009 

From the New Martinsville Rotary Club 
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Congratulations 

Richard 'Dick' Edge 
Dr. Vince Monseau 

Richard 'Dick' Edge Dr. Vince Manseau 

The Ohio Vall~y Wrestling Coaches' Association 
salutes and thanks you for your contribution to wrestling 

in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
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From a family's first Campus Visit to Graduation Day, these words echo throughout 

the Linsly Experience. To persevere through adversity. To show grace in victoryand defeat. 

To respect the opposition. These values serve students well while they are at Linsly and 

through their college and professional lives. 

The :r ,111sl@ool 
.l!RlNGtNctYoONG. • To LIFE. 
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In Memory of 

9Jill 
931tUUJep,o.,d :JligJi Sclio.o£ ~ oJ 1953 

1935-2004 

<2vae :Jfuf£ oJ :imne 
Safuting, o.ne o-1, awt o.wn! ! 

One of the greatest guards and linebackers ever to perform for 
Bridgeport High School! 

The Bridgeport High School 
Alumni Association 
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*************************** 

Congratulations Coach Monseau 
on your OVAC Hall of Fame Induction 

1966-67 OAK GLEN WRESTLING 
WEST VIRGINIA STATE CHAMPIONS 

From your friends at 

Oak Glen High School 

& 

The Oak Glen 

Grappler Club 

17 



Congratulations! 

Tim Anderson 
Follansbee High School, Class of 1967 

On Your Induction 
into the OVAC 
Hall of Fame 

Brooke High School Football Boosters 
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Congratulations! 

Dick Edge 
Dr. Vince Monseau 

OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2009 

From 
Ron and Mary Lou Mauck 

Bill and Shirley Hinegardner 

Congratulations! 

Mike Dawson 
On Your OVAC Hall of Fame Induction 

From the Ron and Carol Dawson Family 
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Muskingum University ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

congratulates alumnus 
& basketball coach Congratulations 

Gene Ford ('74) 
on his induction into the 

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Mark Thompson 
Hall of Fame 

31 years as an outstanding on all your accomplishments 
high school basketball coach 

440 career wins 
19 Sectional titles 

8 District titles 
5 Regional titles 

5 State Tournament Appearances 
1994-95 Division II State runner-up 

Ohio High School Basketball Coaches 
Hall of Fame (2007) ... OVAC Earl Haberfield 

Coaches Awards (2006) 

Congratulations 

Dick Edge 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2008 

from the Indian Creek 
Athletic Department 

20 

from the Buckeye Local 
Athletic Department 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

************ 
Congratulations 

Hank Lazasz 
on all your accomplishments 

from the Buckeye Local 
Athletic Department 

************ 



Bill Jobko 
Bridgeport High School Class of 1953 

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 

Congratulations 
from the 

Bridgeport High School 
Athletic Department 

21 
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Weir High Wall of Fame Boosters 
Congratulate and Salute our OVAC Hall of Fame Members 

Athletes 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams (2004) 
Bob Gain (2006) 
Bob Kelley (2007) 
Mike Kovalick (2008) 
Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (2009) 
Jim Hanna (2009) 

OVAC 'Contributor' 
Dr. Vince Monseau (2009) 

Coaches 
Carl R. Hamill (2006) 
George Kovalick (2004) 

Officials 
Chester Grossi (2005) 
Bill Paolisso (2009) 

Media 
John J. Sorrenti (2009) 

We are proud of our OVAC Hall of Fame members 

Thanks to my family 
and teammates for your support 

in creating all the wonderful memories! 

Mark Thompson 
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*************************** 

Congratulations 
to the OVAC 
Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 ! 

From the family 
of 

Vince M onseau! 
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■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Congratulations 

Mike Dawson 
Magnolia High School 

Class of 1981 

on your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

From 
Magnolia Athletic Boosters 

••• ♦•♦ •••••••••••••••••••••••• ♦•♦ •••••• ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Congratulations 

Mike Dawson 
One of Magnolia's Finest 

On Your Induction 
Into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

From 
Quinet's Court Restaurant 

Main Street, New Martinsville 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Congratulations 

Mike Dawson 
Magnolia High School 

West Virginia University 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

From 
Witschey's Market 

New Martinsville & Middlebourne 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

************ 
Congratulations 

Mike Dawson 
Magnolia High School 

West Virginia University 

2009 OVAC 
Hall of Fame Inductee 

From 
J.C. Mensore Distributor, Inc. 

New Martinsville 



~ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2009 

Richard 'Dick' Edge 
Richard "Dick" Edge (Wheeling High School, Class of 1954). To say Edge has worn many different hats over the years 

would be 11 vast understntement. 
He has spent 42 years in educntion, serving as n teacher, conch, assistant principal, principal and superintendent at various 

OVAC-member schools. 
Edge coached in vurious capacities nt Triadelphia, Wnrwood and Wintersville high schools, starting the wrestling 

programs nt both Triadelphia and Warwood as well ns four junior high programs in Ohio County. He coached Warwood 
to on undefeated season and an OVAC wrestling championship as well as sixth pince finish in the W.Vn. State Tournament 
when there was only one classification. He n1so co-founded and coached summer track and girls' softball programs in 
Wintersville. 

Among his accolades were being numed Ohio Eastern District Wrestling Coach of the Year in 1975; receiving the 
OVAC's prestigious 'Mr. Mat' Awurd in 1979; induction into the West Liberty Stnte College Hall of Fame in 1997; and 
selection to the WI.SC Wall of Honor for Outstanding Alumni in 2003. Dick Edge 

Edge served ns president of the OVAC during the 1986-87 and 1987-88 school years and served ns a member of the 
OVAC Executive Board for many years. He was also a past president of the Tri-County Athletic League and the East Central Ohio League. 

He also officiated at various levels in football, basketball and track. 
Edge represented Wheeling High in the 1954 OVAC All-Star Football Grune and then went on to West Liberty State College where he was a four-year 

leUennun, twa.time all-West Virginia Conference selection and the team's co-captain as a senior. 
He received his B.A. in Business Education, Health Education und Physical Education and a Master's Degree in Secondary Administration from the 

University of Dayton. He is a U.S. Anny veteran, serving active duty from 1958-60 and in the reserves from 1960-63. 

Dr. Vince M onseau 
Dr. Vincent "Vince" Monseau (Weir High School, Class of 1958). Think of the sport of wrestling and you think of 

Manseau, who enjoyed success at the high school level locally before mnking his murk at West Liberty Stnte College. 
As a high school coach, he spent nine years at Oak Glen, Charleston and Weir high schools, guiding the 1967 Oak Glen 

squad to a W.Va. Stnte Tournament championship. 
After one year at Peru State in Nebraska, he spent 31 years (1973-2004) as head coach at West Liberty, compiling a 

359-221-7 record. He coached 72 AU-Americans, 34 Academic All-Americans and six National Champions and guided 
the Hilltoppers to a national runner-up finish in 1995. 

Manseau, who also coached football and cross country during his days at WLSC, directed the NAIA National Wrestling 
Tournument in both 1979 and '87 and was an administrative assistant for the NCAA Division Il National Wrestling 
Tournament in 2003. 

His awards are numerous, including the OVAC 'Mr. Mat' award in 1983; NAIA Hall of Fame in 1987; USA Wrestling 
Dr. Vince Monseau Bronze Level Member Coach in 1987; West Liberty State College Athletic Hall of Fame in 1997; NCAA Division 11 

Southwest Regional Coach of the Year in 1996 and 1997; National Wrestling Hall of Fame in 2002; NCAA Division II 
Wrestling Hall of Fame in 2003; and National Wrestling Coaches Association Lifetime Member in 2004. 

Currently in his fifth year as principal at River High School, Manseau also directed youth wrestling camps at West Liberty for nearly 30 years. 
As an athlete, Manseau participated in football, wrestling and track at both Weir High and West Liberty State College and later participated in many 

distance races, including the Boston Marathon and Wheeling Distance Rnce. 
Manseau attained his B.A. degree from West Liberty State Co1lege as well as both a M.A. and Doctorate of Education from West Vuginia University. 

,Tohn Sorrenti 
John So"enti (Weir High School, Class of 1956). Even if you don't know Sorrenti, you probably recognize his voice. 
Back in 1954, at the age of 16, he began what would be a 40-year career as a sports announcer for WEIR Radio in 

Weirton. During that time, he broadcast football, basketball and baseball games for four OVAC-member schools - Weir, 
Madonna, Brooke and Wtntersville. 

After retiring from that position in 1994, he worked four years for television station WTOV-TV9 on football "Game of 
the Week" telecasts and also announced the OVAC Wrestling Tournament telecast in 1996. 

As a ]ong·time friend and supporter of the OVAC, Sorrenti served as Master of Ceremonies for the OVAC Queen of 
Queens competition for five years in the mid-1980s and he has been the Master of Ceremonies at the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Banquet since its inception. 

Among Sorrenti's awurds, he was honored on the Weir High Wall of Fame in 1995 and received two separate honors 
from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley, including the 2009 Robert S. McKelvey Memorial Awurd. 

SoITTntl began a political career in 1982 when he was elected as a Weirton City Councilman. In 1986, he was elected John Sorrenti 
ns a Hancock County Commissioner - a position he was re-elected to twice for a total of 18 years in office. 

He has al5o served as Purchasing Agent for Hancock County Schools and Adult Education und Placement Coordinator of the John D. Rockefeller IV 
Career Center and is currently Manager of Training at Mountaineer Casino, Resort and Racetrack. 

27 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2009 

Gene Ford 
Gene Ford (Indian Valley North High School, Class of 1970). As colorful nnd well-known as he was successful, Ford 

compiled a 440-262 record in 31 years as a high school boys' basketball coach. 
He coached one year at Shenandoah and five at Tuscarawas Valley before making his murk during 25 yen.rs at Cambridge 

High (1980-2005) where he won 400 games nnd lost 183. 
Ford's Cambridge teams compiled 1159-25 record in tournament play, winning 18 sectional titles, eight district crowns 

nnd five regional championships lending to five state tournament appearances (1987-88, 1991-92,1994-95, 1995-96 and 
1999-2000), incJuding a runner-up finish in 1994-95. His teams also won 10 East Central Ohio League titles. 

He received "Coach of the Year .. honors in the OVAC, Eastern District, District 12 nod ECOL and was the OHSBCA 
Division II State "Coach of the Year'' in 1988. 

Ford served 115 president of the District 12 Coaches Association, as a trustee for the OHSAA Foundntion and on the Board 
of Directors of the Ohio High School Basketball Hall of Fame Museum. The recipient of the OVAC Earl Haberfield 
Coaches Awnrd in 2005, he was inducted into the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Frune in 2007. Gene Ford 

As an athlete, he earned 11 varsity letters (four in baseball, four in track, three in basketball) at Midvale and Indian 
Valley North. He scored 1,310 career points and earned first team all-Ohio, all-Eastern District nnd all-Inter VaJley Conference occolades in basketball 
and was a state qualifier in the pole vault in track. 

He was a four-yenr letterman 111 Muskingum College in basketball, scoring 1,717 points (second most in school history) while earning nil-Ohio Athletic 
Conference "Athlete of the Year'' honors and UPI ..,Small America" nccolndes. He was a charter member of the Muskingum Athletic Hall of Fnme in 1980. 

Ford returned to coaching as an assistant to his son, Geno, in 2005-06 at Muskingum College and took over as head coach beginning with the 2007-08 
season when Geno left to become head coach at Kent State University. 

Henry 'Hank' Lazasz 
Henry "Hank" Lamsz (Warren Consolidated High School, Class of 1950). A pi1lnr of the boys' ~ketball coaching 

community for 34 years, Lazasz topped the 400-victory plateau as his te1UTIS at Warren Consolidated, Buckeye South, 
Buckeye South West and Buckeye Local combined for a 405-301 record. 

All told, Lazasz-coached teams won four OVAC championships, IO sectional titles and three district crowns while hav
ing two teams go undefeated in the regular season (1970 and 1977). 

In 15 years at Warren Consolidated (1958-72), his teams were 179-120, winning two OVAC championships (1%1 and 
1970). The 1970 squad posted a 22-1 record, winning OHSAA Class A sectiomtl and district titles before bowing in the 
regional. 

In 16 years nt Buckeye South, his teams were 211-133 nnd won two OVAC championships (1977 nnd 1981), eight sec
tional titles and two district crowns. The 1977 team was 22-1 and ranked No. 1 in Ohio Class AA, losing in the regional 
finals. Thnt year, Lazasz was named Ohio Class AA "Coach of the Yeur" by UPI nnd Eastern District "Coach of the Year" 

Henry Lazasz by AP. 
He concluded with two years at Buckeye South West and then wns head coach in the first year of the complete Buckeye 

Local consolidation in 1990-91. 
Laz.asz also was the OVAC all-sports ''Coach of the Year" in 1970 and received the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club's Carl Hamill Award in 1990. 

He coached in both the Ohio North-South All-Star Gnme and the OVAC All-Star Classic and had two yearly OVAC basketbnll scholarships named in his 
honor. He receive the OVAC's Earl Hnberfield Coaches Award in 1986. 

He was a member of the OHSBCA and served as president of the District 5 Basketbnll Coaches Association. He was also inducted into the Ohio High 
School Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame and the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame. 

Lazasz was a three-year letterman in high school basketball at Warren Consolidated in both basketball and football. He then leUered two years in bas
ketball and four in football at Bethany College before serving two years in the U.S. Anny. 

Bill Paolisso 
-Bill Paolisso (Weir High School, Class of 1946). He was a mainstay among area officio.ls, working OVAC football and 

boys/girls basketball games for a 50-yeru- period from 1948-1998, first with the Wheeling board and later with the Weirton
Steubenville board. 
' Pa~Usso officiated 10 West Vrrginia state championship football games during his career and several Ohio-West Virginia 
and DVAC All-Star football grunes. 

In bas'ketball, he officiated more than 100 postseason tournaments (sectionals, regionals, stnte), including 19 stnte tour
naments. He worked the first Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Bnsketbnll Classic in 1978 and also was a referee in the 
West Vrrginia Conference. 

Among Paolisso's officiating awards are the OVAC Robert Dawson Officials Award; the Ohio Valley Football Coaches 
Association Officials Award; the West Virginia Secondary Schools Athletic Commission Award; and the Weirton
Steubenville Officials' Board Award. 

Pao!isso was a three-sport athlete at Weir High (football, basketball and baseball). He was firxt team all-state in football Bill Paolisso 
and basketball as a senior, earning all-OVAC honors in basketball twice and once in football. He was also nll-toumrunent 
for the state champion Red Riders' baseball team. 

He played two years of professional baseball in the St. Louis Cardinals' organization (1952 and 1953) and he served two years in the U.S. Anny. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2009 

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty 
Hcuold "DocJJ Daugherty (Weir High School, Class of 1945). In 1945, he became the first of only seven high school 

nthletes to win the W.Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year Award, the state's oldest honor dating bock to 1934. A first team, 
nll--clnss, nll-stater in footba11, basketball and baseball, he also enmed AII-OVAC football and basketball honors ns a Red 
Rider senior. 

The two-way back led Weir to a 9-1 football record in 1943, losing only to state champion Pnrkersburg. As a senior, in 
1944, he led Weirton 40-13 victory over Parkersburg ll.Dd occounted for five touchdowns - a TD run, two TD passes, a 
101-yard pass interception return und an 80-yard kickoff return. 

Daugherty's two-year career included running and passing for 1,925 yards and 31 touchdowns. He also returned kicks 
and was a stnr defensive back. 

In basketball, the all-stnter helped Weir to u 22-2 record. In baseball, he led the Red Riders to the one-class !itnle cham
pionship in 1945. 

He signed n football scholarship to Ohio State University where he played on n 7-2 record team ns n freshman starting 
safety. In the fifth game, he moved into the starting offensive lineup as tailback. He was drafted into the U.S. Army in 
April of 1946 and, after discharge, he signed n profelisional baseball contract with the Detroit Tigers and played pro base- 'Doc' Daugherty 
ball from 1948-53. Included were three years in □ass AAA with Buffalo and Toledo. He opened the 1951 season with the 
major league team, but returned to Toledo after n month. 

When the Weir High football coaching job opened, he was hired and guided his second team, in 1955, to an 8-2 record and an OVAC title. He also 
continued his pro baseball career by playing in the late l 950s in Minot, ND., and Mitchell, SD., and was manager of farm teams in 1964 and 1 %5 in 
Coco Bench, Fin., and Duluth, Minn. He cupped his high school coaching career in Bedford, Ohio. He now resides in Lancaster, Pu. 

,Tim Hanna 
Jim Hanna (Weir High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport all-star who led the Red Riders to two state one-clllSs 

championshlps as a senior, he is one of the most decorated athletes in school history. A varsity football starter as a fresh
man, he continued to excel under Hall of Fame coach Curl Hamill, who labeled Hanna and Daugherty as "two of the finest 
all-around athletes" he coached in his legendary career. 

In 1949, Hanna starred on the 11-0 record Weir football team which won the first W.Vn. largest Class A playoff title with 
n 27-13 victory over Milton. The two-way end/punter/plnceklcker landed nine touchdown passes and scored 83 points ns 
n senior when be was runner-up for the West Virginia Player of the Year Reisman Awnrd (now the Kennedy Awnrd) and 
was selected first team All-OVAC, All-Valley and All-State. He also played in two nil-star games: West Virginia vs. Ohio 
and the West Virginia North-South game. 

In basketball, he was second team All-W.Va. nnd All-OVAC. 
In baseball, he pitched and batted Weir to the one-class West Virginia championship. In the 5~3 finals' win over East 

Jim Hanna Bank, he struck out 10 in n six~hit effort and batted in four runs with two singles. 
He occepted a football scholarship from legendary Kentucky coach Paul (Bear) Bryant and started nt end on a freshman 

squad quarterbacked by Babe Parilli. He left school to play minor league baseball for severnl seasons before returning to Weirton, where he has been n 
longwtime local American Legion, high school and summer baseball coach and scout. 

Bill ,Tobko 
Bill Jobko (Bridgeport High School, ClllSs of 1953). A three-yeor, three-sport Bulldog athlete in football, basketball and 

baseball, he earned All-OVAC and All-Valley football honors as a senior lineman. 
Recruited by Ohio State University, he bccwne n two-wny offensive guard and linebacker who played on the Buckeye 

national title teams of 1954 and 1957 when the Buckeyes won two Rose Bowls. He was team MVP in 1957. He is the only 
player in Big 10 Conference history to never play in n losing Big 10 regular season game. He recorded n safety for the 
College All-Stars in a 35-19 victory over the NFL chumpion Detroit Lions, one of only eight times the collegians defeat
ed the NFL champions in the annual classic. 

He WllS drafted by the Los Angeles Rams and played for the NFL terun from 1958-62 before perfonning for the 
Minnesota Vikings from I 963-65. Jobko capped his pro playing career as n team defensive captain of the original Atlanta 
Falcons in 1966. From 1967-89, he worked for the Falcons in various roles -assistant coach, scout and Director of Pro 
Player Personnel. He closed his NFL career as chief college scout of the Phoenix Cardinals from 1989-94. 

Bridgeport High School honored Jobko by naming the street entrance to Perkins Field llS "Bill Jobko Way" nnd then on 
Aug. 21, 2008, dedicated its home complex llS "Bill Jobko Football Stndium." 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Saturday, August 22, 2009 

Welcome ........................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive SecretarJ 

lnvocation .................................... Woody Biggs, Stop Nine Church of Christ, Byesville 

Dinner .............................................................................................................. 5:30 p.m 

Introductions .................................. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretal") 

Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radie 

Legends of the OVAC ........................ Tom Kinkade, Fred Negus, Charley Seabright 
Nick Skorich, Moffat Store 

2009 Hall of Fame Inductions 

OVAC 'Family' 
Richard 'Dick' Edge ................................................................ presented by Ron Mauc~ 

OVAC 'Contributor' 
Vince Monseau ........ presented by Dr. Vinnie Manseau, Dr. Anissa Manseau Andersor 

Dr. Aaron "AJ" MonseaL 

Media 
John Sorrenti ................................................................ presented by John J. Sorrenti I 

Coaches 
Gene Ford ................................................................................ presented by Ryan Fore 

Henry Lazasz .................................................................. presented by George Nemet~ 

Officials 
Bill Paolisso ............................................................................ presented by Bob Rossell 
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Induction Ceremony 
WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W.Va. 

~thletes 
-larold 'Doc' Daugherty ............................................................ presented by Carl Hamill 

lim Hanna ............................................................................ presented by Bob Resnick 

3ill Jobko .................................................................. presented by Karl W. Sommer, Jr. 
accepted by Ken Jobko) 

rim Anderson ...................................................................... presented by Tony Paesano 

v'lark Thompson ........................................................................ presented by Bob Smith 

v'larty Coyne ........................................................ presented by Dr. Donald H. Hofreuter 

v'like Dawson .......................................................................... presented by Dave Cisar 

~harlie Keenan ................................................................ presented by Dr. Dan Keenan 

nm Moxley .......................................................................... presented by Darrell Davis 

)avid Bosley .......................................................................... presented by Bob Burton 

Jtis Winston ........................................................................ presented by Brian Winston 

3enediction .................................. Woody Biggs, Stop Nine Church of Christ, Byesville 

!all of Fame Inductees or their representatives will be available for autographs and photographs immediately following the conclusion 
11 tonlght•s caremonles. Additional programs are available prior to and Immediately following tonight's Induction at a cost of $1 O each. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2009 

Tim Anderson 
Tim Anderson (Follansbee High School, Class of 1967). Anderson's football career was a well-traveled one, as well 

as a quite successful one. He first realized grid greatness in FollllDSbee, a prep career so good that it landed him a schol
arship at one of the premier football colleges in the nation - The Ohio Stnte University. 

Just like for the Blue Wave back on the banks of the Ohio River, Anderson starred for the Buckeyes, so much so that 
he was a first-round pick of the San Francisco 49ers. His NFL, days, however, got off to a delayed strut due to contract 
difficulties. In the meantime,Anderson enjoyed an all-league honors stint with the Canadian Football League's Toronto 
Argonauts. 

Anderson was a three-sport standout at Foilansbee High. In addition to his many football achievements, the 6 ft., 195-
pounder distinguished himself quite nicely in baseball and track. 

As a senior, Anderson's Blue Wave went 8-2. Those two blemishes came in the season's first two games, contests in 
which Anderson did not play due to injury. In just eight gnmes, Anderson rushed for 863 yards and also Jed the team in 
tackles As a result, the two-way back earned aU-OVAC, All-Valley and all-W.Va. Class AAA first-team honors. As jun
ior, he was a11-0VAC and AU-Vailey second team. 

He started two years for the Blue Wave baseball squad as an outfielder. He also joined the track team as a senior and Tim Anderson 
was fifth in the state Class AAA shot put. 

At Ohio State, Anderson started three years as a defensive back. During that span, the {X)Werful Buckeyes went 27-2 
with two Big Ten titles while also being nnmed the consensus national champions in 1968. That team beat the OJ. Simpson-led USC Trojans in the Rose 
Bowl. As a senior, he was first-team all-Big Ten and was a first team AU-American. 

His Buckeye stardom proved a springboard to being the 23rd pick in the 1971 NFL draft. He owned the distinction of being the highest of the 12 Ohio 
State gridders chosen in that draft, including Jack Tatum. When unable to agree to tenns with the 49ers, he played four seasons in Canada before return
ing to San Francisco and playing the 1975 campaign for the Niners. The following season, Anderson played for the Buffalo Bills. He resides in Cnlifornia. 

Mark Thompson 
Mark Thompson (Mount Pleasant High School, Class of 1969). BllSketball was a way of life in the Thompson family, 

with Murk being the most productive. His two older brothers - Rich and Jim - started a hoop tradition at Mount Pleasant 
High in 1960. Every year during thut decade witnessed a Thompson in the Mounties' starting lineup, ending with Mwk's 
graduation in 1 %9. After consolidation hit the school district, younger brother Curt became a starter for Buckeye West in 
1980. Not to be overlooked are two of Mark's teammates at thnt time - cousins Ron and Don. 

Marlc set the family stnndanl, however, for basketball greatness, He wasted no time making his presence felt on the hard
wood, finishing as the second-leading scorer for the junior varsity team as a frosh. That jayvee squad went 18-0. 

Thompson was nothing short of magical the next three winters, leading the team in scoring and rebounding each CWD· 

paign. His tremendous play aJso sparked an eye-{Xlpping 92-9 record during that span for the Mounties, which included 
three successive sectional co-championships, a district final berth and a district semi-final appearance. 

As a sophomore, the hard-working hoopster averaged 17 .6 points n gnme. That figure jumped to 24.8 as a junior and was 
Mark Thompson capped by a 28.l per gwne showing as a senior, including a career-best 50 lightings against Smithfield. During that sen

ior year, the Mounties averaged more than 95 points a gnme, topping the century mad:: in six of 18 regular season contests. 
All told, the 6 ft. 4 Thompson - who was blessed with both inside and outside scoring skills - exited high school with 

1,623 {Xlints in his portfolio. He netted a host of occolades for his basketball expertise, headed by first team a11-0hio honors as both a junior and senior. He 
was also an all-Eastern District, aJI-Eastem Ohio Athletic league and aJI-OVAC honoree all three years. He was captain of the OVAC team as a senior. 

Thompson was no one-sport wonder as he also displayed his athletic prowess on both the gridiron and baseball diamond. He was a two-way starter in foot
ball, starring as quarterback and defensive back. The three-year regular was an all-E.astem District, all-OVAC and Eastern Ohio Athletic League selection in 
his junior and senior seasons. Thompson also picked up three letters in baseball. The bani-throwing hurler chalked up two no-hitters nnd four one-hitters. 

Not swprising, Thompson received some 120 Division I college scholan:;hip offers. He cast his lot with basketball at the University of Florida. Thompson 
was the second•leading scorer on the Gators' frosh team. After redshirting as a sophomore due to an ankle injury, he worked himself into being a part-time 
starter during his junior and senior seasons and was a co-captain his final campaign with the Gators. 

llmmpson still makes Gainesville his borne where he is vice-president of HRH Insumnce Agency. He also serves llS an assistant high school basketball coach. 

Marty Coyne 
Marty Coy,ie (Llnsly Military Institute, Class of 1977). Coyne was n three-sport standout for the Cadets, but basket

ball was definitely the versatile 6 ft. 5 athlete's meal ticket. 
Coyne distinguished himself as one of the premier hoopsters in the Ohio Valley during the decade of the '70s. He was 

a three-year starter in roundball at Linsly, blossoming into a virtua1 scoring machine his junior and senior campaigns. 
Coyne netted 599 points in his junior season alone, good for a 27 2 average. He was also a beast on the boards, grab
bing 142 caroms per outing. He nearly duplicated those numbers in his senior campaign, scoring 598 points for a 27.1 
average. The talented post's rebound totals ballooned to 16.5 per game. 

Coyne's scoring antics were tops in the Ohio Valley both seasons. His single~game high was 46 against Wheeling 
Central. The dependable cager scored in double figures in all 47 of his high school starts. 

Coyne'a scoring prowess a1so translated into team success. 'The Cadets compiled 54-12 record during his final three 
campaigns. The Bridgeport native garnered all-City, all-OVAC and all-West Vrrginia honors each for his last two years. 
He also was co-captain of the all-state team as a senior. He ended his illustrious hardwood career with 1,389 points. 

He WllS also a standout on the gridiron, starting three seasons. The glue-fingered receiver led nil Ohio Valley small 
school pass catchers his senior season while a1so averaging 37.5 yards per punt. Coyne was also nwned all-OVAC and Marty Coyne 
aJl-stnte first team for his football success a.s a senior. 

Springtime saw Coyne start three seasons on the Linsly dinmond, serving as co-captain as a senior. 
After graduation from Linsly, Coyne received an ap{Xlintment to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point (NY). He had the privilege of playing for the 

now legendary Duke head coach Mike Knyzewski. Coyne started three seasons, helping the Black Knights of the Hudson to an NIT berth in 1978. He 
averaged 15 .6 {Xlints n gwne as a junior and 16.5 points as a senior. His 1,126 career points ranked 11th on the al1-time Army scoring list at the time of 
his graduation. He ulso grabbed more than 400 rebounds for the Cadets, where he served llS co-captain as a senior. 

Coyne ascended to the rank of LTC with 11 years octive duty. He now works as a marketing executive for Lockheed Martin Corp in Orlando, Aa. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2009 

Mike Dawson 
Mila! Dawson (MJlgnolia High School, □ass of 1978). When yoo begin to recnll the great athletes in Magnolia High 

onnals, Mike Dawson is always near the top of the list. And why not? 'The rugged 6 ft. 2, 195-pounder earned 12 lettera in 
four sports for the Blue Eag]es. 

It was football, however, which brought Dawson the most accla.im. Following his senior grid season in 1977, Dawson 
was selected as the W.Vn. All-Class Player of the Year by the Morgnntown Touchdown Club while finishing as runnerup 
for the Kennedy Award. That srune season, he was named captain of the oJJ-W.Va. Class AA team as a defensive back after 
pilfering seven passes. He was also the captain of the oJJ-Vnlley nnd nll-OVAC teams. Dawson rushed for 833 yards on 
just 112 carries in nine games us a senior for Coach Dave Cisar. He was named second-team a11-stnte as a qunrterback as 
a junJor. For his career, Dawson accounted for more than 3,0CN) all-purpose yards nod totaled 152 points despite missing 
four gnmes with injuries. 

~ 

Dawson ultimately selected West Virginia University. As n sophomore, he ea.med a starting spot as a linebacker, but he 
injured his knee while blocking n punt against Penn State. Dawson ended us n two-year Mountaineer grid letterman. 

The talented Blue Eogle was also dominant in baseball. He was n four-year starter, seeing oction at both catcher and Mike Dawson 
shortstop und earning nil-West Vuginia lllllI'els his junior and senior scusons after helping lend the Eagles to the state tour-
nament both yea.IB. He was n two-time nJI-OVAC and nJJ-Vnlley honoree, serving as captain of the latter as n senior. 

Spring proved quite busy for Dawson. When not playing baseball, he was a valuable contributor to the Blue Eagles' track team. Despite little practice time, 
he was still able to spark.le in the West Vuginin □ass A.state track meet. As njunior,he was runner-up in both the 100-yurd dash and long jump, the latter on 
the strength ofa leap bener thnn 21 feet. He also won the West Virginia AAU 100-yard dash in 1977. 

Dawson'was also a three-year struter in basketball. Among his many hoop highlights was n 36-point outburst against Wheeling Park. 
After graduating WVU, Dawson embarked on a coaching career. He returned to his alma mater for one season before tal<lng the head coaching post at 

Hundred High. Dawson left Hundred for n graduate assistantship at WVU from 1987-88. That proved a springboartl to landing the defensive coordinator's 
post ut Western Kentucky. He left the Hilltoppers the next year to become head conch nt Macon County High in Tennessee. In 1992 he accepted n position 
at White House High, also in Tennessee, where he still coaches und teaches tcxiay. 

Charlie Keenan 
Charlie Keenan (Steubenville High School, □ass of 1985). Be it on the gridiron, wrestling mat or in the classroom, 

Keenan prided himself on excellence and in nil three areas of his life, he was nothing short of sensational. 
Keenan was the cornerstone of Big Red's initial state grid playoff champioruhip, captaining the 1984 grid juggernaut. 

He led the Reno Saccoccin-coached gridders to n 13-0 season that fall. He established new school records for tackles and 
socks en route to being named the state's Division II Lineman of the Yeur. The fiIBMeam all-stater was also accorded hon
orable mention All-American plaudits. 

He was named captain of the all-OVAC and all-Eastern District teams and was selected to play in the OVAC and Ohio 
North-South All-Star games. 

The relentless lineman was n three-year starter for Steubenville thut went 30-0 in the regular season and 33-2 overall. 
His great grid piny earned him the distinction of being named the co-captain of the 1980s All-Decade Football Team select
ed by The Intelligencer. His Big Red success proved a springboartl ton football scholarship to The Ohio State University 
where he wns a lettemum for the Scarlet & Gray gridders. 

Charlie Keenan Keenan was just as impressive on the prep mats. He won a pair of OVAC titles, capturing the 175-pound class as a soph-
omore followed by the 185-pound crown as a junior before grabbing the brass ring as the Oh.io state kingpin that winter. 

Keenan opted to move up to heavyweight as a senior, preparing him for the rigors of an OWo State gridder. That move 
to heavyweight set up a match against Barnesville High's mammoth and fellow OSU grid recruit Ttm Moxley. The two met in the OVAC firutls in 1985, 
attracting possibly the hrrgest crowd at a wrestling match in Ohio Valley annals, with Moxley pulling out an epic 11-8 triumph. It snapped Keenan's 45-mntch 
winning streak. Keenan was awarded the George Kovnlick Scholarship that year. He finished his Big Red wrestling career with a sparkling 110-18 record. 

Keenan nJso opted to wrestle at Ohio State, earning two varsity letters in the mat sport. 
Not to be lost in his athletic achievements were his academic accomplishments. He was the Steubenville High valedictorian, compiling a 4.0 GPA. He went 

on to earn master's nnd doctorate degrees. After receiving his OSU degree, Keenan returned home and served as a teacher, admmistrator and coach ut his 
alma mater. He now is a school superintendent in northern Ohio. 

Tim Moxley 
Tim Moxley (Barnesville High School, Class of 1985.) A heavyweight in every sense of the word. Tim Moxley is cer

tainly that. Moxley came up huge in both football and wrestling for the Shamrocks. He enjoyed a star-studded and cham
pion-filled four athletic years at the western Belmont County school. 

Moxley garnered nJI-Ohio honors in football for the Red & Green while also grabbing a pair of state wrestling champi
onships. The 6 ft. 7, 300-pounder parlayed his prep achievements into a football scholarship at The Ohio State University. 

Moxley was a three-year starter on the Shamrocks' line. He helped guide the Red & Green to a 17-3 mark over his Inst 
two seasons and the OVAC championship in 1983. 

He was accorded n bevy of first team nll•stnr honors for his senior seuson piny. They included nil-Valley, nJI-OVAC, nJI
Enstem District and nJJ-Ohio by 1be Associated Press. He was a second-team nJJ-Ohio United Press International honoree 
As 11 Junior, Moxley was a second-team nll-VnJJey selection. 

Moxley curved out an even more glittering prep resume in the mn1 sport. The powerful heavyweight captured n pair of 
Ohio state championships, matching the number of OVAC crowns to his credit. As n senior, he led the Shamrock grap-
plers to the overall OVAC Tournament title while nJso being accorded the prestigious Bierkortte Award. Moreover, the Tim Moxley 
Mo:dey•led matmen of Coach Darrell Davis captured the state tournament terun title in 1985. His OVAC title matches 
against Steubenville's Charlie Keenan - also joining this year's OVAC Hall of Fame induction field - are legendary. 
Moxley handed Keenan his only two losses in the OVAC evenL Moxley was so impressive on the mut that he wns selected to the USA's Scholastic All
America Wrestling "Dream Team" for 1984-85. He was third in the OVAC as a sophomore. 

At Ohio State, Moxley was nil football. He moved into the Buckeyes' starting lineup as a sophomore, after seeing playing time in nil 13 games as a red
shirt freshman. He struted seven out of the Bucks' final eight games as a sophomore. 

As a junior, he started nJI 11 games and continued that strong play as a senior. He played in two bowl games for Ohio State - the 1987 Cotton Bowl and 
the 1990 Hall of Fame Bowl. Moxley was selected by the Washington Redskins in the ninth round of the 1990 NFL Draft. 
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David Bosley 
David Bosley (Paden City High School, Class of 1993). Paden City prides itself on quality basketball. To that end, 

David Bosley is on the short list of great Wildcats. 
Bosley was a scoring terror at the tiny Wetzel County School. The scoring also translated into a wealth of Wildcat 

winning as the Green & White advanced to the West Virginia state tournament in 1991 and 1992. 
Coach Bob Burton's 'Cats o1so grabbed the OVAC crowns in the 1992 and 1993 seasons. All told, Paden City won 

81 times and lost just 12 during Bosley's four-year hoop career. While the Wildcats were winning, Bosley was scoring. 
He finished his prep days with 1,996 points, including n senior campaign in which he netted 292 points, 7 .8 assists and 
seven rebounds per start. Those lofty numbers earned him the captaincy of the all-state team. He was a1so captain of 
the all-OVAC squrul that year and was honored by the Dapper Dans for outstanding ncbievement. 

During his sophomore and junior seasons, the 5 ft. 11 backcourt dandy earned all-OVAC and all-state honors as Paden 
City advanced to the stnte tournament each winter. 

Bosley also made use of his superb athleticism to star on the football field for Mike Flannery. The four-year grid ]et
tennnn sparkled as a quarterback, earning all-OVAC first-team honors as a junior and senior. He completed 113-of-221 
passes for 1 ;271 yards and 11 touchdowns while rushing for 489 stripes and seven additional scores as a senior. Bos]ey 

David Bosley 

was nmned to the West Virginia Sports Ultimate All-Stnte Football Team. As a junior, he completed 69-of-112 tosses for 995 ynrds and eight touchdowns. 
He nlso rushed for 559 yards and six IDs. Bosley was also n stellar punter, averaging 36.1 yards on 29 boots. 

Bosley also made his presence felt in track and field. He was an OVAC long jump champion and also was n state runner-up in the 300--meter hurdles. 
Bosley took his vast basketball skills to the next level, earning n scholarship to LSU in the rugged SEC. He played four years for legendary Dale Brown, 

who retired after Bosley's senior campaign. 
In Bosley's final regular season game, he netted the final four points of the game to give Brown his first-ever triumph over Nolan Richardson's Arkansas 

Razorbacks since they joined the SEC in 1991. Bosley was awarded the LSU's Director Cup for llCOOemic excellence and was recognized as an SEC 
Scholar Athlete. 

Otis Winston 
Otis Winston (Toronto High School, Class of 1992). Wmston is synonymous with Ohio Valley high jumping. He still 

remains the measuring stick for prep jumping greatness. 
Winston, however, was more than nn accomplished high jumper. He possessed multi-faceted skills both in track as well 

as basketball. 
While becoming the Ohio Valley's fiIBt seven-foot leaper, he was equally as dominating on the hardwood, lettering four 

years for the Red Knights, while garnering fim-team all-Ohio honors as a senior. 
Winston is still the Red Knights' nil-time leruling scorer via his 1.453 markers. As a senior, the athletic forward curried 

his team to an OVAC 3-A crown thanks, in part, to his 31.1 points, 14 rebounds, six steals and six assists per game. 
He was the mode] of consistency as reflected in a 20-game streak of 30 points or more. His single game high was 46. 

He was both the Eastern District and District 5 Player of The Year and starred in the Ohio North-South Grune, scoring 
18 points in a winning cause. 

Otis Winston As a junior, he averaged 25 points a game and was first-team all-OVAC. He also enjoyed a superb sophomore year, 
gaining first-team all-OVAC honors with his 18 points a game. 

For the Red Knight thinclads, the 6 ft. 5 Wmston was a three-time state champion, twice in the high jump and in the long 
jump as a senior with a 22-10 effort. He captured the stnte high jump title as a sophomore with a 6-10 jwnp followed by his record-setting stnte leap of 
6-11 the following June. 

His athletic achievements Jed him to Columbus where he starred in both sports for The Ohio State University. 
Winston earned All-American honors at OSU in track, winning the Big Ten high jumping title four times, twice outdoors and twice indoors. He finished 

third in the NCAA as a freshman with his still Ohio State record of 7-45. Winston competed in the 1996 Olympic trials. 
He was no slouch for the Buckeyes in basketball, earning a starting berth as a junior, specializing as a defensive stopper. He served the Buckeye hoop

SteIB as co-captain as a senior and finished his career with a 17-point outing against hnted-rival Michigan. He was a three-year OSU basketball lettennan. 
Winston went on to play professiona1 basketball in Russia. An ordained minister, he still lives in the Columbus area. He owns his own pnxluction com

pany and is a bank computer technician. He a1so finds time to coach track at New Albany High School. 
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Tom 
Kinkade 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2009 

Fred 
Negus 

Charley 
Seabright 

Nick 
Skorich 

Moffat 
Storer 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors thos~ ,greqt athletes who played ar coached in. the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation. of the confertmce itd943 or who played. or cocuiilJ!.d dfter,tluit date but before 

tlieh,,~chool became a lt11mib~1\ofthe conference . • 

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School, Class of 1938) 
He was n football and basketbatl stundout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University. 
As a senior in high school, be led Toronto ton school record 19-2 record with only u regulur season split with Weir High marring un unbeaten season. 

The 1938 team udvanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport. 
The 6-foot-1, 190-pound Kinkade wru, selectedAJI-Ohio by The Associated Press and led nil scorers with 1125-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points 

il game. 
Inn 82-31 rout of Midlnnd, Pa., Kinkade scored n school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort 

at the time and lnsted as a school record for 30 years. 
A quarterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State nnd wns a three-year letterman and two-way regular as a running back-linebacker on teams 

which finished 6-2 nnd Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 nnd 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football. 

Fred Negus (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1940) 
He wns a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball nod baseball nnd earned All-Valley honors as a junior center nnd senior fuil

back while serving as team captain in two sports. 
After a year in prep school, he played football two yellfS Ill the University of Wisconsin nnd earned All-Big Teo as ll sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record 

team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earned AU-Big Ten center as a junior at the Univernity of Michigan and 
also lettered in truck. After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines' football team, he was drafted by the NFL's Cleveland 
Rams, but opted to return to the University of WtSConsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Benrs. 
In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis. 

Charley Seabright (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937) 
He was a three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Virginia one-class honors in football 

nnd basketball nnd was All-Valley in football. As a senior, he led the Ironmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During that run, the lronmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending stnte champion Wheeling. 

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball. 
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batted 300 as n left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard 
in basketball. 

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) wtd was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was 
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hnll of Fame. 

1n 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rnms before serving in the U.S. Army. After the wnr, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one or 
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team 
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an All-Ttme Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, be died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939) 
He was n three-sport Big Reds' athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams 

which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three tellITIS had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1. 
He earned n football scholar..hip to the University of Cincinnati where he was terun captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections. 
Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the 

Steelef5 before turning to coaching - first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming 
Eagles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the □evelnnd Browns' staff and became the Browns' head coach from 1971-74. After leaving 
Cleveland, he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004. 

Moffat Storer (The Llnsly School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and track where he set the longest-Jru;ting Ohio Valley nnd W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash. 
An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9·2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the 

1939 Intelligencer Tri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV 
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 1972. 

He continued his football and track career at Duke University when: he wns a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. It was 
played in Durham, N.C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif., because of World War Il in the Pacific. He also strured on the Blue Devils' track team and 
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays. 

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cunlinals but, after graduation, served in the armed forces, 
He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn,, for severul years, and is deceased. 
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MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR 
OVAC HALL OF FAME 

1. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals 

BOYS GIRLS 
Baseball: 250 wins 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cross Country: 10 OVAC titles 
Football: 125 wins 
Golf: 10 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Swimming: 10 OVAC titles 
Tennis: 1 O OVAC titles 
Track: 10 OVAC titles 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles 

Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 10 OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 10 OVAC titles 
Golf: 10 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 10 OVAC titles 
Tennis: 10 OVAC titles 
Track: 10 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS: 
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 

successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 
Open-ended 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Must be out of school 1 O years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 

professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 

Next year's OVAC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony - Saturday,Aug. 21, 2010 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

Ken Alessi (Class of 2004) 
Sam Andy ( Class or 2007) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007) 
Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
Ed Burgy (Class of 2006) 
Bob Burton (Class of 2005) 
Gene Cattane (Class of 2007) 
Mark Cisar ( Class of 2008) 
John Craig (Class of 2008) 
Suzie Daller ( Class of 2008) 
Dee Davis (Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class of 2007) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008) 
Chris Enochs ( Class of 2007) 
John 'Fuzzy' Fllllez (Class of 2005) 
Don Flemlng ( Class of 2007) 
Geno Ford (Class of 2004) 
Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007) 
Jim Foti (Class of 2004) 
Bob Gain ( Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway (Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004) 
Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005) 
Cal Giffin (Class of 2006) 
Chester Grossi ( Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) 
Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Class of 2006) 
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004) 
John Havlicek (Class of 2004) 
Bob Redmond (Class of 2008) 
Walter Hell (Class of 2005) 
Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007) 
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004) 
Chuck Howley ( Class of 2005) 
Doug Huff (Class of 2005) 
Bob Hummell (Class of 2006) 
Jennifer Hyland-Brown (Class of 2007) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
Tom Keane (Class of 2008) 
Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008) 
George Kovalick (Class of 2004) 
Mike Kovalick ( Class of 2008) 

Bob Kelley ( Class of 2007) 
Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008) 
Earl Klevins ( Class of 2007) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Ron Mauck (Class of2006) 
Bill Mnzeroski (Class of 2004) 
Bo McConnaughy (Class of 2007) 
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005) 
Dick Miller (Class of 2005) 
Nick Mumley (Class of 2008) 
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005) 
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004) 
A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
Phil Niekro ( Class of 2006) 
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006) 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004) 
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008) 
Joe Pettinl (Class of 2008) 
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004) 
Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Class of 2004) 
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Class of 2004) 
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007) 
John Reger (Class of 2007) 
Evan Reese (Class of 2004) 
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008) 
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006) 
Terry Snively (Class of 2005) 
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004) 
Jimmy Stewart ( Class of 2008) 
George Strager (Class of 2005) 
Dennis Swearingen ( Class of 2006) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Bill Thomas (Class of 2008) 
Agnes Timmons ( Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004) 
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Class of 2004) 
Harry Wilson ( Class of 2006) 
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008) 

Previous 'Legends of OVAC Schools' 
Bernie Allen (2006) 
Mike Basrnk (2007) 
Ernie Bell (2008) 
John Blatnik (2008) 
George 'Puck' Burgwln (2008) 
Russ Craft (2006) 
Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (2005) 
Kenny Griffith (2008) 
Lou Groza (2005) 
Corl Hamill (2006) 
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Clarke Hinkle (2005) 
Calvin Jones (2005) 
Jim Keane (2008) 
Bernie Mehen (2006) 
Jule Rivlin (2006) 
V. Everett Brinkman (2005) 
Rudy Barie (2007) 
Les Carney (2007) 
Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (2007) 
Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (2007) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc 

George Kovalick (OVAC 'Fam;Jy') 

George E. Kovafick (Bridgeport High School), recognired as the "father" of high 
school wrestling in the Ohio Valley. Kovalick previously has been honored with mem· 
bershlp in numerous halls of fame, including those at Kent State University; the Ohio 
Valley Football C_oachcs Association; Upper Ohio Valley Dap_per Club; West Liberty 
State College; Ohm Athletic Directors and the Ohio Wrestling Hall of Fame. 

Kovalick was selected as the first recipient ( 1976) of the prestigious OVAC Wrestling 
Committees presti~ious "Mr. MatAwnnl," aJJ honor given annually to an individual for 

out8J.:v~iNfk cdi':.C~te~ii~
0 

i:;sm;:i~irn klsi!°&u, baseball and wrestlin al both the 
inten:ollegiate and interscholastic levels during 1m enormously-success1'nl 28-year 
coaching career. 

Among the uthletes he tutored in high school or college were ull-time Ohio Valley greats John Havlicek, 
Phil and Joe Niekro, und Bobb)' Dou~!as. Io baseball, Kova\kk coached the Hilltoppers to the 1964 NAJA 
baseball championship. the only nauonal title ever captured by the school. Jfo also had West Virginia 
Iotcrcol!eiiate Athletic Conference championship teams at West Libert! in foothall, wrestling and bascba!l. 

Kova ick not only was one of the founders of the OVAC Wresting Tournament, but his Bridgeport 

~Ji~~g ili~nfi~~ sf~~t~~f~:11i~95~~1:f t~~~~~sj J12 ~Zi5!in ~Q~f;~~a!u~s1fin~~fe ~[~~~1' 9~5 
to win llll Ohio srute wrestling title since. He coached six individual state champions. 

Kovalicki-; other OVAC coaching stops were at Moundsville, Bellaire and Weir high schools. His 1973 
Weir High football teum was a state runner-up, losing to East Bank in the Class AAA stute final. He retired 
from coaching in 1978 but then served a~ athletic director at Bellaire until the time of hts death in 1984. 

He was OVAC Baseball Director for many years and also directed the conforeoce's mat championship 
event. 

Alnng with hb b>reat coaching knowledge, Kovalick was also recognized a~ a marvelous cumpetitor, 
meticulous Olganizer and a man with an enormous capucity for work. 

Cal Pokas (Media) 

Cal l'okas (Bellaire High School) was another giant in tl1e sports writing profession who 
cut his eye teeth under 81!1 Van Home and de\·efOped iuto one of the area s true newspa• 

per ~~.i~~~ ~:t' i~gtJoo, was employed for 40 earn at 11w Times Leader, including 
29 memornble years for Ohio Valley sports fans as ~e sports editor. He also was assistant 
sports editor, a courthouse and poliucal reporter and Martins f..:rry City Editor, Even after 
liis retirement, Cal continued to contribute to hb newspaper·a sports pages with his week
ly "Eye on the Bucks" column about Ohio State footl:ia\l. Pokas also personally saw to it 
that many of too so-called minor sports such as cross-country, track and volleyball, 

reccifu~~ sJ~l~~~ic~~tfj m ~: rf:trt~u, out his career and he devoted much 
of his spare time to serving on committees for the rudy Mumky Charity Football All-Star Classic, along with 
compilmg standings for the football and basketball championship races. He abo served on a media relations com
mittee for the hi-state league. 

Pokas had a tenn as president of the Ohio Prep Sports Writers Association, and was commissioner of the Ohio 
Valley Baseba!l Leugue for 23 years. Hi~ interests m too community went beh!nd the world of sftf:rl!l as Pokas 

~~~:o~~ ;J~Jlcii 1:s:it ~~ m: ~~i:s°Fe~Ci\i!S:;i~~Ci~~rilli!foo fo;TI'~e~~~Mhi~i;_,~_ierosis 
Pokas' honors were numerous. In 1960 he was presented a Community Service Award by Unltei.l Press 

International. The Ohio Prep Spoils WritcrsAssodation named him Sports Writer of the Year in 1976 and he was 
given a Distinguished Service Award from the Ohio Association of Track and Field and Cross Counll)' Coaches. 

Cal was sefeckd to the Ohio Prep Sports Writers Hall of Fame and the UPI Sports Editors Association Hall 
of Fame. }fo also received service awanfa from the Ohio Valley Golf Coaches Association, the OVAC: Ohio 
Valley Football Coaches Association: Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame; and he was honored to be presented the first 
Sponsmanship Ethics and lnte,.rity Award for the Eastern Distnct from too OHSAA. Poka.~ was a ~Mr. Mat" 
award honoree at the OVAC Wrestling TournamC!lt, along with being seleckd for Bellaire High SdlOOrs Wall 
of Fame. He was named as the Hnnorary Referee for t11e Wheeling Park Trnck Classic bec:wse of coatributions 
to Ohio Valley youth. 

Jim Foti (Coaches) 

Jim Fod was a basketball coach for 38 years ond a head football mentor for 20 
seasons. He already has been induckd into the City of Wheeling, West Virginia Sports 
Writers Association, Upper Oh10 Valley Dapper Dan Club and John Carroll 
Univer.dty·s Halls of Fame. 

Foti, a native or Jamestown, N.Y., came to the area in 1942 ufteI having coached at 
Erie {Pa.) Prep. He coached basketball at Warwood, Wheding Central Catholic and 
Bellaire. Oveiall, Foti posted 466 varsity basketball victories, all but 26 coming at 
OVAC schools. He cOllCbed Warwood Hlgh to seven Wesl Viiginia regional champi• 
onships and his 1967 Viking squad won tlie state title. Io 1976, his final p.car as a head 

~~~dtot~le 
1
~!teset~l~~~:::r:se~1fi~a~~o ti5~~ti~nclH~i~~~:a. n:~\~'Jki:ram played in the state 

ch=onsh~ 'tame. He had five W.Va. Catholic title-winning teams at Wheeling Centr~l and guided his 

sq In \~f F!i h:~fff~~~nte~t~~ii~~~~hich lost by a point whlle playing in the Eastern Catholic 
chon1pionships held at Newport, RJ. 

Foti's football coaching career produced aootlicr 124 victories, including a 90-!06-3 reconl at Waiwood, 
where the Class AA school was saddled with flaying one of the most competitive schedules in the urea. His 
1943 Wheeling Central football team went 9- and gained a Steel Bowl berth, where it lost a 21).19 thriller to 
Rochester, Pa., at Steubenville. 
an~'l~tlso coached semi-professional basketba!l for two yearn as he directed the Wheeling Puritans in 1947 

Foti coached sevc:nll outstanding athletes during his distinguished career. Among the Centml standouts 
were James "Dubie" Dailer and Billy Gompers, both of whom went on to play at Notre Dame; Jack 
McConvil!e, Alabama; Pete Schuetz, Duquesne, and Paul Schuetz, Northwestern. At Wmwood he had a role 
in the development of Chuck Hnwley, former WVU and Dallas Cowboys' great: Bob Dunlevy {WVU), and 
basketball standouts Bob Ayers (VMI, Bill Keonedy (Ari1.0na State) and Greg Church (Army). 
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Samuel A. Mumley (OVAC 'Family') 

Samuel A. Mumley (Benwood Union High School) served two terms - covering a 
total of 32 years - as executive secretary of the Ohio Valley Athletic Cm1ference. 
During the second tcnn which lasted until his death in 1999, Mum!ey helped =uirect 
the bi-mate league from the brink of bankruptcy to its cum:nt standing 11.'1 one of the great 
high school conferences in the entire country. 

Some of the mruiy highli~hts fmm his stewardship included: Helping to establish the 
OVAC Foumlation 11S a maJor fond-raising arm for the conference; Securing NCAA 
c:crtificatlon for the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic; Attrncting 
major financial spo11sor.. to support all of the OVAC programs, including the Banquet of 
Champions, an awards dinner that honors more than l ,000 athletes ench spring nnd 
provides more than $20,000 annually in scholarships; Establishing the al\-starbasketbaJI game which was lat 
renamed as the Samuel A. Mum!ey OVAC All-Star Basketba!l Classic. 

Mum!ey's response to a call of duty went beyond the OVAC a~ he was one of the founders of the Wheclh 
Super Sb Committee, which has hosted the West Virginia state championship football games at Wheelh 
Island Stadium since 1994. He aim helped secure the West Virginia state soccer championshirs for the di 
Five yearn after his death, the fruition of another one ofhls drenrns occurred when an artificia grass playb 
surface was installed at Wl1eeling Island Stadium. 

Although awards were never important to Mnmley, he was the recipient of numerous homm. The maj, 
awnnls presented to him included: The National Federation of Officials Outstanding Service Award: Dapp 
Dan Man of the year; OVAC Man of the Yew:; and Outstanding West Virginian. 

He wa~ a basketball official for 23 years, an assistant coach, athletic tr.iiner and athletic director at sever 
area schools, including Cameron, The Llnsly School and St. Clairsville. He was also a trainer at his cu!lq 
alma mater, the University of Marylund, along with the Washington Redskins and Phlladelphia Eagk 
Mumley served on the state of Ohio board of Equity, was a member of the St. Clairsville Board ofEducati{ 
and a spedal liaison for the Mental Retardation Board and School of Hope. 

Bill Van Home (Media) 

BUI Va11 ll11me (Martins Ferry High School), was the clean of Ohio Valley sports• 
writers during a legendary newspaper career that spanned 53 years. 

Van Home was sports editor of 771c Times Leader for 25 years and the Wheeling 
News-Register for 28 years, during which time he was recogmied by bis peers as the 
most informational and influential writer in Ohio Valle,Y history. 

His work with the OVAC over the years was especially instrumental in the success 
of the wrestling, track and field and cross·country, Vun Home was the second recir.ient 
~e=J~~~•~tar~.at" Award iu 1977 and he also received the Calvin Giffin 

His columns, "V,lll Home on Sporl!l," were masteipiece chronicles of the lives of 
others. A giant in his field and a rule model for aspiring writers, V,11) Home was admired 
and respected for his integrity, dedication, fairness, knowledge and compassion. 

Vun Home's coverage ond support for events like the Wheeling Distance Race (now The Ogde1 
Newspapers 20K Classic), the West Virginia Tennis Open and the (now defunct) Wheeling LPGA Classi, 
helped those events reach prominence in our area. His hackiug also was a factor in the popularity enjoyed b: 
the Wheeling Jronmen, Wheeling Blues and Wheeling Thunderbinls (now thti Wheeling NailersJ 
professional football. basketball and hockey teams. 

Numerou.~ awnn!s and honors were bestowed on Van Horne. The Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Cini 
named him Man or the Year in 1993: he was selected as the West Vlrglnia Sportswriter of the Year three times 

St:~,:~e':!ei~;t~~3~:o~~:~~~s1~n:1o~
0
fu:~.~~l~~i:~~~~~~~1W~'Yi~g.hH~\/~f r~~~~: 

Lou Holtz Uppt:r Ohio Valley Hall ofFame; Ohio Baseball Half of Pame,Mioor League~ Football Hallo 
Fame and the Wheelini;-Oglchay Tennis Cluh Hall of Fame. He served ns president of the West Virgini: 
Sportll Writers Assodatmn and was a member of the Football Writers of America. Bill wus the first sports 
writer from West Virginia to be elected to the Football Writers Board of Directors. He also served as stat, 
chairman for the Heismon Trophy selection committee. 

Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Coa<he,J 

Riclianl L. "Dir:k" l'otu finished his career as tl1e Ohio Val!ey's all-time whmiugest 
ba,ketball coach with 589 career victuries. 

Inducted into the Ohio High School Hall of Fame in 1983 by the Ohio High School 
Busketba!l Coaches Association, Potts coached a total of 40 seasons, a!l of which where 
spent iu Monroe Coullly. He began in 1951 at Bethel High School. His 1957 
Blackhawks came out of the Monroe County hills at tournament time and advanced all 
the way to the Ohio C!a5s A state finals where they lost by a single point. At the time 
the school had just 13 boys in gr.ides nine through 12 and all but one of the male stll• 
dents was on the basketball team. 

In seven years at Bethel, hfa teams won more than 20 games five times, including the 27-2 miracle tcan 
that played in the state toUmillllcnt. 

When the school was taken into the Skyvue consolidation alier the '58 campaign, Potts was named coad 
of the Golden Hawks where he spent four years before moving on to River High in 1963. He remained at tht 
Pilots' helm through the 1991 season. 

The former Hannibal High School athlete was named in 1981 as the recipient of the prestigious Ohio Pllll 
Walker Award, given in memory of Jerry Lucas' high school coach at Middletown, Ohio. Walker was tht 
Buckeye State's all·time winningest coach. 

The navy veteran, Potts wa~ the first OVAC coach to reach the 500-win plateau in basketball, reaching thu 
goal with a win over Monnie County rival Woodsfield in 1983. 

Considered a master strategist and teacher of the game, Potts may have been ut hb best during critica 
situations in post-SCllSon play. His teams woo seven overtime toumameot gumes, including u nine-OT wh 
achieved by River against Morgan in Class AA sectional play. 

Evan Reese {Officials) 

Eran Rtne (Follansbee High School) served as an area high school and college 
arbiter for more thun 50 years. He aim officiated football in the Canadian Lellgue, the 
United Football League and the West Virginio Jntercol!cgiatc Athletic Conference. 

Reese was OVAC Commissioner for both football and basketball officials and he 
was pre!lident of the West Virgioia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (WVIAC) 
officials in both sports. He worked numerous state and conference toumunient cham
pionship events throughout his long and storied career. 

Reese also was a member of the West Virginia Secondary Schools Activities 
Commission Advisory Board and he wa!l secretary of the Eastern District Board of 
Football and Basketball Officials. For many yellfs, he was on the basketball rules committee in tbe Easterr 
District. 

Today's Ohio Valley officials remember Evan as someone who had a tremendous influence on up-an, 
coming referees. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Murray <OlllclalJ 

A. ltUJQn MflmV ~ lfigh School) otfidalerl hlcli ~ wkctball, fOOl-
111, ~ and trllCk for 30 yean, from 1946 through 1~75. He actnail~•g,m ho 
fficiatlns = In 1942, the year afla be gnduated from Wbeellnj School. 
hm:ay i:ntc:red tbe icnice in 1942 and did oot return home wrtil the alttt ond War 

""'""""'· He Wttta1 mJmc:rous 80ctional, dimict, ~ and flnab In Ohio, West V1rE1nia 
l!i Penmylvaniii. He also officllllell bllu.elbiul for 12 yeani in the Mkl-American 
ollfamcc and the We5t \liiil:nh lnt=lll:giwc Athlctk COllfemice. Murray wa, a 
:ftttc In the old United Fcdball ~ in the <lffy1 of the ~S lmnm:n 
rofe,sioon) footb4ll tam. 

He ICn,'ro oo the OYAC El.ecutlve Boanl and sen-al fO£ 10 ye.ID in the commhuooer of th:: bl-sl.illc 
&g0e'11. basketb311 offlcitJJ. He lakl" was appointed the OVAC'• ~ of football offidal.l, 11. poet 
: held from tm until miring in 1985. ln ·1977,hc: wmekned~ofthe Ohio High Schoo!Athletlc 
.swciatioll'• Commwlonen. 

MIIITlly off"iclaled AX Wat~ !tntc ~ and two WV1AC ~-Toi, fllflIET Lrty of 
nttling1'reuu:rer WU 11. It.=-~ foothall allll ba5letball \ettmnan IU ~ling High School. He playo;i 
~ the W!.ldcal,' 1940 lllalc champR'.lrnhlp b.ut.etbaU team. 
Among the llWllnb be-wa1 ~.,.,=Ohio High School Athletic Ailodatlon's Ml:ritariwl Awanl 

(f7()J; 11 West~ Sccoodary School.'Q Actlvitle:s C'-OIUl1lm:iorJ Awlm fOf bil contnbotloru to offkiat-
1g in the Mouotllfu Smlr; Hoooracy Life Membenhlp in the Ohio Valley Board of Appuved Bcl..et.balJ 
ffi.:iab (1981); OVAC Eumplecy Service AMl'll (1981), and an Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
drlevemcnt Awanl ( 1982). m 1989, be WllS ll!kcial as !he rm lffipieot of the Bobby ()J.MOJt Basutball 
ffidab' Award~ at the Samuel A. Mlllme)' OVAC Charity Bw:ctballClassic. 

John Havlicek (Athlet,. 1950,J 

Jolu, Hmk-1.t(B~ Hlgh School, Cla!J1 of 1958) was 11 ~ hlgh &ebool 
lflOlt:e for the Bll}ldop who la1c.r became one of Oloo St.illl"s basktt.ll greau and 
in 5Clccterl ~ of the 50 RJClle5t NBA p!a}'el'll. 
In high i:CIDJI, the &-5. !SO-POUllder WIii a t1'.~ All-OVAC ~ AA b.ukdbdl 
:rformer M well B:tAII-Oblo C1w A. The Bulldoll;s won lhe OVAC AA crown In 1958. 
An curlkot tcbouoder Md pa.=. be also scomi 1,594 rareeJ ~DU in ~9 ~ and 
ttagcd more lhUI 30 ~ ~ ~ tb:l last two season,. He k:d th: OVAC in 
orl.rig m a junior with a 319-point oonn, incll.ldlng • Ediool. record 53 In a IOJ..101 
rcrtiine wbi. O','Cf Cadiz. 
He: pla','et.l in the Ob:lo Nmh-South~Star with kn)- UKCIII. Th: two iAlcr led 
h\o SWe to tmec lln!igl!t NCAA • glltllCi=r.iudln a tftJe their~ &eaain of 1960. 
He WM !11\Al!-F.lilcni OhlolhorutopClll two VACc • ba$eball team! md oottctlova .400. He: 
so~ in Amcricao Loioo twebitll m:l Jim pla~ firit baJc: or Ohio St£. 
In football, th: All-OVAC quartt:rb:rl;. WU rcriu:ik:d by sevaal colkp lo:ludlng Ohio s~ f,00 Wen 

~ State, lhe Bucke~~ 78-6 during biJ lhree yartlty baskctball scuoot ud he rwicc urned All

irJv~.on~~(bft ~ oflhe NBA Boston C.Cltk, JOO~ also llekctal h)' th: NFLC'lcvcl!IOO 
row11J even though he neYer pl:iverl In college. He play¢ a few emibhion ~ 11:'i 11 wide rccelvcx with the 
rnWII!! bcforc itjjoftini: to 16! Ccltia, wbm; be would become ta:m capuin IIIJd have hiJ No. 17 jeney 

~ HHondo" lhv!lccl: rctirroln 1978 uftCl' 16 NBA19JCJ111 lndudin cigbtC.dtlc ch.amplomhip,. 
13-tlme AIJ-Star, bc fs the Celtk3' all-time ~ng scorer (26,395 oolDU) :f wu the flm NBA player to 

ure JOO) point, In 16 i;oruo:utive 1CUOm and, when he rrtimi,Havlicek hMl played irort: rtiOl.fu- 11UW11 
1mCS than l.lly□n: In hinorv. H!J_~ ~ e.~ wac 2D_.B po!r,u, 6.3 rebowidli acd 4.8 IIUUIJ. 
Bakb lhe Bnske!ball lhll and NaJ:ional High School Hall, he u a member of the Upper Ohio Ylllley [lappex 

an and Ohio State Halli of Fmic. 

Bobby Douglas (Athlete - 1960,J 

Bohh] n-rim (BrmetlOft High Sclxd,C'Iu& of 1961) was 11 th:=,~ high ldxd 
llOOOUl llOO Ifie fim wrestler to WJD four OVAC loolvidnal ~-He bemnc the 

:00~~~ ~~~thcimt~l=~c:st,y27~ 
=e.1a~. 
An AIJ-OVAC focd:al] pb)'e:t mi the conf=n Chm AAO!pbin u 11 140-JUDI nm
~ blck In 1960, Douglid lilioe.s11.tmcr Dl bnebtJl. 

~ wmllcd-=1:J~%~tt~~~kl~~~ 
IC ~gbl Conf=-::e 147-p:iuod title. 1l'll team ontt Josi• !bl meet w\.tb DruclD:I 
1 the~ mi~ a Jllfrof_ coofes-enoc tltJes akq with th: 1964 NC'M letllll tit.le. 

Aho as a compctitoc, be WOil five l1l1loaal ~ lllld a p:rlr ot US. QIJ!Dl!ic Trials tit1cs.. He had e. 
llll1h~ fC3lbi:twdmt f1nlsb at tbe 1964 n.yoClympica an.I !IC caotalncd tl:"ll us. 1:Jtt$1}'\e IC:IUll at the 1968 
am:;s III Me.liro Clt',-, Naira:i the nstioo", ~~In ~70- \he YeaJ be retired-Doo&IM ccsq:,ilcd = l?nlrd of 303-17-7 (953). He™~ at tl:"ll World OWOplons/llp, that year. 

loi5tlll_~i4~~~~1hcfc!nb~~~C:'~~~~~~ 
~2003. Hecoa,;hed tbcC}tlm lo 10 lfllrlO at tbe 11!11:PWl rma1s. He ahohad ntllllCf-upD..lm :=1 
[OJ W!.12002. In ]!U), be wm IIClccled the Nation.ti w~ Cwdi oflhc YCIIC. He 00 ~ W. 

~~.Ji1.coor~~rni~~~t!~1tr~~=~:r~z,u iclt' ~ ~J11dudlng tbe lclro't f1rit !lltiooi:ll ~Pin 1988. While with the Swt De-.·i!J, IIC 
rd lhree n.atioaal lD!ll't'idual ti{k winnen. 37 conf=u: champs and 58 Afl.Am:run,. 

He wu bcm1 wadi of the 1992 US. otympic fr=tyle ka1n that~ in Ban:clooa, Stltlin. All 10 of bis 
~ o!accd liIJOOi the top 10 in tlrir~e 11/C~ clBSSC'l. Doogm Im bo:D on the Os. cod:tlnt1 ~ 
• [Ive oOk-x Olvmnicit. 

Doucll!.'I wmUl!Ulcioi inlothe Natknal W=tli:ng iWI ofFl'lme, the NAIA W,atilng HBll of Fame, the Ohio 
[alJ ofl'mr and !he Arizona Stati: Hall of PillllC. 

Ron 'Fritz' Williams <Athkt,,. t.,...J 
R1>11 "Frit:"WUUa.wi (Weir High, C'lul of 1964) wa., a four-year, three-sport IU!Jd

JUI for the Red Riden. He led W= lo three ural~ rllll: Cle.s.11 AAA title pmet lndud
.DJ: an UllbcalcD 1962 regol11t ICmOII, two mDC llllilla-ups mi a li..lte tlt)c In 1963 (e. 
.hiec-~ ,c:c,rd of 62-8). The three-year All-OVAC lllldAll--W~ V!mnie. CW:SAAA 
:ianethall plarq wu mo an All-OVAC .nd All-W~ Vtnlnla footbaif cn:l in 1963 Wld 
:be OVAC ard West V1fgin.le. Rcgicm I sprint chaqrloo fn \b0 100,220 md 440-}wd 
:Yrnlll in 1964. 

Thc6-3 1115--POUlltl Williamswastbe fintAfricm-Amcricml lo be JJal1lCtl flnt ~ 
"i.11-Wat Vliifuf• In hllllctball and only the fourth paMlll in hiltor}' to be IWlXd fuot 
:cwt all--mte three tiOICI. He ICCJ£Cd 2.203 =r poll!tll - then an OVAC 'hlg .diool' 
~ -Mid e.Yerllgcd 309 iu a r,enJoc lllJd JU.I III u junior. He i:i:,m,d a scbool-reconl 
55 JJOint, apinst &:st Ll~. He WA.I nam:d All--America by~ an:! Sdwla.J!ic Coorh IUZI~. 

WiWB.lll3 WU a lttUW'erid IIQ th: 1961 CIMJAAA ~ cbamp\oruhlp football team and wu all-llmc acd 
'ichokWic Coach AJl'.Amerlca u • i.cnklr. 

He piuyed oo two OVAC Cims 3-A title~ tc:aml (1962 oJJd '64) QJl:I the 1962 OVAC trndr. cbam
lliooshlp &q!IOO. The fmt Afrlcan.-Amcricl.ll m:ruitcd to ol4v OOket.ball rot West V1ritlniJ, UDi\'m!ty, be still 
r,oo:b .cuon IIIJd cum:r ussill recorru while avcnjlng lil.1.pol.ntJ for hh career -ilub bc,t in b&orv Dru 
leadl~ \b0 team In ICOfin11 and llillls tbree yew. Only two WVU pl•yen - Jary West and MHot llo:r 
Htmdley - combined for~ Jll?intJ and wlru thaJ1 Wtllimm:,e. tJun,-tJrneAIJ-SoutbcmConfc= hon= IJlil • leCOlld tcmu All-Amm.clm. 

The two-tlmc ka111 Cll~ln !.'I a member of the All--Tnne WVU team ( 1966-75 era) Mld has been inducted 
into the WVU Sporu lLill of Fame u well a.t the We!.t V:U1;icia Spom 'Hall' and tbc UPQCJ Ohio Valley 
~ DM1 'Hall'. He was tbc nlndi ovcnO NBAtlraft plcl; m 1968 by the San Franchco Wmiin and Wlll 
11w drafted In tbe AHA fifth mund by the New OrlunJ lJucuneen. ~le not J)lat_ing ~,e football, be 
lit ODC of only two OVAC oroduru to be dr»fled both by the NBA and NFL (DailaJ CoWtJOyt, 14th rou:id). 

Wtlll.lnu plaJ'lcd eight NBA tcMorU -fiYe wttb the Wacrton, two with tbc Milwa!Jlee Bucb IJld OIIC with 
tbe LotAngdci Lalen. He K"C«d 4,797 c= pointJ IJld lw1 I.BIS cuccr asttru. He died, DI: age 59, IIQ 
,\nril 4, 2004 e.t hi1 home In Cllllfrrnt.. The TOtld nesr his Welrtoo childhood home named '!loo (Fritz) 
Willlauu BooJe,...nl.' 
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Ken Alessi (Athlete. 1940,J 

KniAlem (Yorh-Ule H1£h Sd100]) wu e. S-7, 155--poord ~I guaJd from 
1947-49. He still hoh:h two all-time OVAC 11tOfin: JeC{llra-1,142 points In 32 gmn 
~•~and a came:r p:r~ point a-m-agi: of 31.0 for 66 pme,. 

He wu the flnt OVAC player lo ICOfC 2,(0) cmecr poinU (2J)47) .i\er avcta£Uli • 
then-m:ml 35.7 poinu II p!le lll)(i letting II mMk o/ 70 points, inctudb:Jg 3J goob, 
apinst ~ 111 • 19-ffl-49 ilalla'. That effort prompted the iwional e:qiomre ill 
"Ripley'• BelieYe-lt-Or-Not." 

l-fe abo ~ 65 poinu YI. Adena aDi 55 points YI. DiJloova!e In back.u,..boct 
~- In one game,he cmvctted 16 rual~ free throwJ Ai 11jwtlor,AieMI scoml 845 
poiw in 30 pmci-

A two-time All-OVAC Clisl A and All-Ohlo Cw. B bmxn:c, be was the ka:llog vote--jetter In '49 when 
be Wal sclccicd Ob:lo ·s Clan B Player of tbc YCllJ. 

A three-sport~ !tmdout, be wu !II\ All-Easteru Ohio football player u II two-way bacl.: aIJd licker, Hid 
be WU a VIOrWDp-pilm:f Jn bmebalL 

R=ultcd by Wat Virgin!. UnlYenity, he pi,.yed three !!Cm()IJI (1950-52) and wa, the atartlna point pafd 
two ye.an. He fed the lcalII b:t itSWU 11S • wphomort, wbik pJa}'Uli wlJh 6-9 AIJ-Amcrice. Mm Wcdmro:J.. 

In 1951, be .a=d 23 pohrtJ in a borne win over Wale Foreat and tallied 18 In• 77-73 km et Dulr, which 
featured An-America p,,cd Did. Omat.. B. futt= Pinsbmgb Pirate Infielder. 

Abs:! IICtVed u bead buletball co-.:-b. the fi:nll 12 IICllOru ( l 961-72) for aim. llWl7 YOB.ville Hlib before 
comolida1ion. HiJ bat 1emn wmt 18-3 In 1962 IIOO hb 1970 $Cam won l.ll OVAC Oan A crown. The '70 
telun feantred Omd Saus, wbo would surpass Abs:1'• = point total. 

Bill Mazeroski (Alhkt,,. t!151hJ 

Bm Ma:tfflllii (Wmcn Coruo1ldated 1-Ilih Scllool. Ciau of J9:S4) is beu known 
fll£hb 1:mel:mll fcau, but lhe 5-- I J ba:,ktball =Utt also led the OVAC In tcm.Dg with 
• 27 .6 per pme •\~ aJ 11 ~ md wu II two-time All-OVAC roundbafl selection 
W tma:-year ba5krtb311 starter. He earned sc,;ord tce.mAll-Obio Class A~ 
m•ICIDOI'. 

A four-year bueball mrooul a.t a lhorutop-pitcbcx, Maz.crosti led W=n 
Comolilitcd to the 1953 Ohio Oau A (1a:!p daA) be.seba11 finab before Wlini:, 
2·1 to Cinclrnu!tJ Purcell. Mw:ms.ld pltchell a four-hitter In a Josiug ~-

Toe athlete, known iu Mc.tfllh" 111 e. youth md MMJa" dmini his~ pla~ day&, 
la! We.rrrn CoruolWnted lo four miiljbt OVAC Obio-ddc baseball title!. The ie.m was 
coached by Al Bunuio. 

Signet.I by lhe Plttsbufih Phteit out of high .ctiool and JUDUllCf, !lmdlot. 1-cball, the Rudi R1m lllltlve 
_, in the major letlgues in 1956 IIOO bccllfOC • JO-time All-Stv l:eCOlld b:uemffl fltXII 1956-72 with tbc 
Nllional ~Pm.Ho won eight of the fin:i 10 IICCood hue Gold Glim, ficidio~ •WMlh. 

He plu}'Cll ln 2,163 pmes and co1Iectctl 2,016 hits but his mt J;nown feat b bitting garrc lle'\'l:ll l960 
World Serles winnlni: borne run vcmis the New Yort. Y~. He still holli IOffill IIl!ljor league fiekllna 
~ for douhlc plays and auisu. The Pirate, miml his Jcri;ey No. 9. 

Muero:tl::1-.s lmudro intotbe BascbaII Hall ofFtillC in 2001 and !!00 b emhrlncll In the Upper Obki 
Valley De.J¥1 Dan Hall, the Ohio Be.seblll Hall and th:, Pennsylvania Sportl Hall. 

Buckye Local High School, • consolldallOll which loch1des Ml'l:ZC"OSkl'8 dma nu.ter, !l!lltEd la high 
8Chool field In hb boncJ£ m:Jd • ~cm of Route 7 near his Rum Run clJildb:xxl home north of1iltonJVille 11 
bioWD as MBUI MueJosll Highway." 

Allan Hornyak (Athlete • 1960,J 

Alla Hirmyak (St. Johe Central HiW\ Scbool, Oau of 1969) wm but koown !Ill a 
ra:ad-scuin~poir.t ~ t.:Cffl' his !B.11 two bmetball lCUOllJ, but the Jeflbaodef 
t1td:a~ ~biill':' pl'liocmer M • foctball qtwtcrbd: Mid first bmcrnlllJ-

H~ kliS~C~~ge .taz~~ .!m lhe biscm ~ ~ ~ 
~ 0VACm:ud42.7 u~ llll•Jnnk,rplus a4J.9! llC!liornonn. 

A, a~, be M.tted 812 ~ ln 19 pines, b:JudiDg 295 ~ IJld 222-of-272 free 
ttrows.1D bis .enior Yt'III', he tallial 9-,_3 poiW iD ll ~ with 346 goili Dru 231-of-
296 free thrnws. 

Toe two-Orne All-OVAC l.lldAJI-Ohla c:.ger let the OVAC m:onl of86 points, incllld
b:ig 40 goal,, In 11 1969 win over Tiliomville and he~ 61 po!nb the JJU1 night e.g.rin51 riw.l Bcllabc. 

He llCOfed Ill leatt 50 points in II gztmc !4 ~ !JOO ended lili 80-pmec:areer with I then OVAC reconl 2,)gj 
PJJDl:15. Th: Irish YIOll ba.:k-to-bacl OVAC Cla:sl AA buketball tillel lnc\udlni • 20-2 ovcntll ieconl In 1969. 
Hu~ dfau resulted In .n:lde, in Spon ~. tb:l Nni• Yori 1Imu DDd SporU ffl1W111/ro 'Pace11 

In the CroMi HcnJYJ!k canlCd Scholastk Ci:tadi AIJ-Aumcl, hoocn anJ hlJ No. 20 ho!nc ba.ikdball j:;rr,cy 
wum!mlbytb:idtool.. 

In foothill. S1. k»m.·1 aho woo an OVAC crown with a 9-1 ~on! in 1968. \lflth Hocny!k: !Ill aJJ All-OVAC 
~-He pa.ued foc 14 touchduwm that ICa$00, 

Recruited foc basketball by IJlillle:tOllS colleges, be onted roc The Ohio Slllk UniYCnity where he Jed the 
B~, in ICOruli. three itooght ycan I.Dd eanrtl Ail--lllg Ten Coole:reJJce Wl(D eai::b y= lllJd All•Amerlct 
~UAICJ\JOI', 
~ left OSU III the lcln:tl'1 fourth .U-tl:rne = acorer v;ith 1,572 polnu in 69 i:!llllCt aJJd l.'l a member of 

The Ohio State Univcnity SJ)OftJ Ht.llofPame. 
J-iocnyr.k WM the m:ou:f round pl,;t;:, and 26th 01-emlJ, of th: NBA"I Cic\\'-ltnl ~Y~leo. ~ WU ai5o 

draftal by the ABA lndima Pocm lit the fifth round, but dido't c~ in the pro niaks, 

Doug Donley (Athkte • 1970.J 

~ ~ (Cllllbridge Hiib School, 0au of 1977) WIii a tluec-Spat wmdout, 
eia:l.li.ni:t in rrrtball, !rad DDd bwetball ond ~ii the nlckue.tnc "While Llthtnllli" 
for bu blwni '{lttll. 

On the cridiroo. Dooley WIii a ttRe-yen:r ienerman .U mnul:ng back. foc the BobcatJ, 
finWtlna with a= tobl of2S72 nuhiog yards. He .iso bad 226 yl:ftl.,t iecch·in.g md 
1,028 yvds In kick retDmll foc e. = all-poqo:e yvdllge tou1 of 3,826 yani, lo~ 
wttb 31 TD!!. 

Donley'• foott.11 rnola.det ina::luded lm,t team All-Ohio C1Ull AAA (1976) by both 
The ~ Prrs.i n:J UniJn:l Prr-SJ Jriumational; Eutcm Diwict Clau AM 
"Pbvcr of the YC!lf" (1976); IIIJd firu teron Afl-OVAC Cilll 4-A (1976}. 

fu tnldi::, Donley won the OVAC Class 4-A c:ban:llloothip In the loog jump u II junior (1976) with a ICllp 
of 21 ft. 2j In. and wa, a doob!c-wirrutt Ill: the C011(uence meet Ma KllXII {1977)- wimrng tbe long jump 
(21-10.751.!ld the 220-yurl de.1h (22,4 8CCOn:k), belploa the Bobcm lo the OVAC &cam title. 

He CIICTJCtl AJl.Emtffll Dimict ID the 100-yutl dash nnd WM rec~ u a hlgb school AIJ.An£rican in 
tr>ck. 

Alson ilaDdcJol In bmctliall, Donicy wu bmopcm:1 by a UlotJIJer lnjllf)' but.till manngi:d kl .core 10 pointJ 
perconkstllIJdhMlatcbooJ-m::cml 17-~. 

Widely recruited fCI' footb.tll, Donley ~ Ohio Staie Unh'Crnty nnd earned rtrXt tam All-Big Tea 
and IDIOlllbk melJOOIIAll-Amedca a;:colada at wi!1c r~cdVet (19BO). He mnk.t aJDOlli the Bucke~' all-time 
leadill3 JeCCil'el"!l ill scvmJ c:ategr:ries,iocluding =t' yliitb perC31i:b (211, 5CC()OO); yllrliage (2Jj2, fourth); 
toocbdowm (16, fifth}; mi reo!1Jtb:u (106, tial for ni.n!b). He k:d the klllll ln rteept.ioos from 1978-80. 

Donley WIIJ a !la:000 ruurd nr.tt cbo:lce oftbe Dallas Cowboys in 1981, playlni! four yearJI In tbe NA... He 
caugbt55 pima foc898 yvdl IJld four'JTu. 

mJuc\ed Into the Cammd~ Hip! Scoool Hall of F!lme, Donley is i-cidcnl of Atl1-muge Golf ToumamcJJt 
ScrYiccs in Addison, Tem,. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athlete~ 1970s) 

Tim Spencer (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1979) nlllks with the greatest 
running backs ever to grace Ohio Valley high school gridirons. Spencer - who plied his 
trade for legendary coach George Str~ger - rushed for some 3,144 yan:ls and 50 touch
downs. He scored 338 points during bis Red Devil grid career. 

As a senior, the f'amde All-American gained J ,670 yards und scored 28 touchdowns 
while his junior number11 totaled 1,280 rushing yards and 18 touchdowns. Spencer's top 
pre!? game came us a senior when he rushed for 306 yards and scored six touchdowns 
agrunst Martins Feey. All told, he scored 40 points in that contest. 

He was awarded All-OVAC and AU-Ohio football hollOf!l following his junior and 
senior seasons. 

Spencer also played basketball and 11lll track for the Red Devils, excelling in the 100- and 2()()-meters. 
After his prep days, Spencer matriculated to Columbus to play for Coach Earle Broce 's Ohio State Buckeyes. 
The 6-1, 210-pounder was a three-year sl.iutcr for the Buckeyes. He finished his career with 3,553 yards 

which still ranks third on Ohio State's all-time rushing charts. 
Spencer led the Big Ten in rushing as n senior with 1;371 yards, eighth best in the nation. He was accorue<l 

All-Big Ten honors twice w1d was a second-tel!m UPI All-American selection as a senior. 
He served as the Buckeyes' co..eaptain as a senior and was voted the team MVP that year. He was also named 

MVP of the Holiday Bowl as he rosbed for 167 yanb and two TDs in OSU's 47-17 win. 
Spencer was the second player selected in the United States Football League (USFL) draft by the Chicago 

Blitz. After a three-year USFL stint, he signed with the San Diego Chargers where he started for four years at 
fullback. 

He gained more than 5,000 ro~bing yards and scored 45 touchdowns as a pmfossional. 
Spencer served as Ohio State's ronning backs coach from 1994 through the 2003 season. He left the 

Buckeyes for an assistanfs mle with the Chicago Beam. 

Mitch Hannahs (Athl<te • 19811,) 

Mitch Hannahs(Skyvue High Schoo!,Class of 1985) was the epitome of a winner in 
~:fc:1u~~~i':t'i:~\:i!~l~~ sparked the tiny Golden ffowks to the 

In basketball, Skyvue made the OHSAA state tournanient in Haunahs' junior and sen
ior sc.:isons, finishing us the Clllll A runner-up in I 984-85. He was selected first team 
All-Ohio as a senior and second team as a jllllior and was a two--time first team All
Eastern Distriet,All-OVAC wid AU-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree. He also partic
ipated in the Ohio North-South All-Star classic following a senior season where the 5-
10 guard averaged more than 22 points per game. 

In baseball, ifu:: consistent-hitting wid sure-handed shortstop helped the Hawks to the 
Ohio Class A state championship as a senior(l985) as well as the DVAC and PVC titles. He earned first team 
All-Ohio, AU-Eastern District, A!l-OVAC and All-PVC honors and was selected for the Ohio Baseball AH-Star 
Series. 

He also received All-Eastern District, AII-OVAC and All-PVC accolades following his sophomore (1983) 
und junior (1984) seasons. 

Alter waduation Hannahs pulled off a rnre "double"' when his college team - Indiana State University -
advanced to the NCAA Division I College World Series in 1986 and that same season, he played for the 
Maynard Post 666 team which advanced to the American Legion World Series. Hunnahs was voted MVP of 
the regional toumament that season and won the Louisvi!le Slugger Award for the highest butting avernge in 
toumament play. 

At Indiuna State, Hunnahs WlL'I a three-time All-Missouri Valley Conference perfoITI!Cr (1987-89) and was 
an NCAA Division I All-Amcricllll following his senior year (1989). 

He was a 16th round dmft pick of the Mi!wuukce Brewers, playing in their fwm srstem from 1989-93. 
Hannahs is currently athletic director and bead baseball coach at Lincoln Trail College m Rohiuson, 1!1inols. 
He prc\·iously coached for seven yearn 31 his alma mater- Indiana State Univershy. 

Geno Ford (Athlete~ 1990s) 

Geno Fiml (Cumbridge High School, Class of 1993) achieved the ultimate honor 
of a high school basketba!l player in the state of Ohio when he was selected "Mr. 
Basketball" following his senior sellSOn. 

TI!e 5-8 shaipshooter finished a stellar four-year career with the Bobcats as Ohio's 
second all-time leading scorer with 2,680 points which also stands as the OVAC's 
all-time high-water mark. 

Ford's nwne also appears in the OH SAA record book in the followiug categories: 
288 free throws made in a season (1991-92), first all-time; 697 free throws made in 
a career {1989-93), first all-time; IIJld 928 points in a season {1991-92), seventh 
all-time. 

Playing for his father, highly-successful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Geno camed AU-Ohio Division 
II first team accolades following both his junior Ulld senior seasons. He was also a two-time A!I-Eastcm 
District Division II "Player of the Year" Ulld two--time All-OVAC Class 4-A first team pick. 

Ford went on to become u four-year letterman at Ohio University, earning All-Mid Americnn 
Conference semnd team hunors as a junior (1996) and first team plaudits as a senior (1997). He is the fifth 
all-time leading scorer at OU with 1,752 points. One of the most popular players at OU, Ford helped the 
Bobcats to one NCAA and one NIT appearance during his career. 

Following grnduation, he served as a graduate assistant (1998-99) and assistant coach ((999-2001) at 
Ohio University; was head coach for one season at Divisiou JI Shawnee State University (2001-02), 
leading his team to a 22-JO record wid earning American Mideast Conference "Coach of the Year" 
honors; served as an assistant coach at ~nt State University since the 2002-03 season. 
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Amy Gamble (Athlete • 1980,) 

Amy Gamble (Jnlm Marshal! High School, Class of 1982) is one of the Ohio Valley's 
greatest female athletes of all time. Gnmble excelled in three sports - basketball, tr.ick 
und women's handball. 

She became Marshall County's first Olympiun when she competed with the U.S. 
Women's Handball Team in the 1988 Games held in Seoul, Korea. Earlier, the U.S. 
Women were crowned as chwnpions of the Pan Amt'tican Games, 

Gamble was selected as the West Virginia Women's Basketball Player of the Yl!llf in 
1982 after leading John Marshall to the state Class AAA champiouship. She avemged 
23 points and 18 rebounds on n 22-1 n:corrl team which avenged its only Joss by defeat
ing Elkins in the state finals. Captain of the All-State Team, Gamble was a two-time Oass AAA first-tea~ 
honoree. She was chosen A!J-OVAC and AU-Valley three straight years. 

She was the first JMHS gir!s' basketball pe.tfmmer to score more than I ,{JOO points and the initial Monan: 
athlete to have her jersey retired. She scored 1,498 career points. Gamble was ranked as the No. 4 girh 
basketball player in the country her seuior season when was named to the Panule. Street & Smilh and us, 
Tm/av AH-American teams. 

Ricroited by Tennessee, she played as a backup on the 1983 Lady Vols' squad that finished as the NCAJ 
tournament runners-up, losing to the Cheryl Miller-led Southern Ca! powerhouse. She left Tennessee Ill the en, 
of that season and tmnsfeired to West Virginia University but played just one sea.sou before deciding to~ 
team handball. 

After her appearance in the Olympics, Gamble retunied to basketball nnd enrolled at the University o 
Arizona. Despite having just one season of eligibility remaining, Gamble was the team·s leading scorer an, 
she earned Pacific-IO Conference player of the week laurels. 

Her high school trock career was also brilliant, as Gwub!e set numerous invitational meet and OVAC reconl 
iu the shot put and the discus. She established all-time OVAC standards in both events and was a West Virgini 
state champion in both events. She was a three-time All-Valley honoree. 

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athlete. 1980,) 

Vicki PulUe-Stukei (Wellsvll!e High School, Class of 1987) is believed by many 
Wellsville residents to he one of the greatest athletes in the school's history, at\eJlted to 
hy her induction u a member of Wellsville High Sehoors Athletic of Fame inaugural 
Class of 2W4. 

During her high school career, Pul!le-Stok.es collected 15 first-pince finishes at the 
unnual Cal Giffin OVAC Track Championships and she was selected as the area ''Track 
Athlete of the Year" three times. She also earned both All-Valley and All-Eastern District 
laurels four times each. She was a two-time long jump champion Ill the Ohio high school 
state meet and was a runner-up in the 200 meters. 

In volleyball, she was twice selected as the team MVP and enmed All-Area (three 
times),All-Ea~tem District (twice), andAU-OVAC (twice). Three times she was named to the All-Columbian: 
County team. 

In basketball, she led the 1987 Lady Tigers to the state finals. Her 27-1 record Wellsville team ended on, 
of the nation's longest basketball streaks ut 108 when the Tigers defeated West Holmes in tournament play. Sill 
scored more tl1an 1,400 poi11t1 and collected more than PP 800 rebounds while helping the Tigers to a three 
year record of 66-8. Pul!ie-Stokes was chosen OVAC "Player of the Year" that season and was a two--thrn 
All-Ohio honoree. She also earned All-Val!ey and All-Area recognition three times each 011 the hardwood, 

All told, she won II varsity letters 11nd wa.~ selected as the American Legion 1987 Ohio State "Athlete o 
the Year". She went on to play collegiate basketball at Ohio State and was a 1nember of the 1989 Buckeyes 
squad that won the Big Ten Conference championship. She gained personal honors when in 1990 she w-~ 
selected as Ohio State's best defensive player, 1eam MVP and Big Teu honorub!e mcntion. Twice, she wa: 
designated as the confercnC!.'·s player of the week. 

Additionally, Pullie eamed a gold medal with the North Team iu the 1989 U.S. Olympic Festival, held ir 
Nonnan, Okla. 

Stephanie Petho (Athlet, • 19911,) 

St11phanie Petlm (St. John Cen!ml, Class of 1992) remains the measuring stick for 
female basketball greatness in the OVAC. 

The Fighting Irish three-sports luminary re-wrote the St. John Central and OVAC 
scoring books during her career on Guernsey Streel. The 5-7 sharpshoolel" finished 
her four-year career with 2.667 points which is first in conference annals and still 
ranks six.th In the state of Ohio. 

Petho was accorded first-team All-OVAC all four years. The Bellaire native 
earned All-Ohio honors three years,culmiuating by being named the stnte·s Division 
IV "Player of the Year" following n season in which she averaged a staggering 37.1 
points a game. 

As a junior, she tallied 35.9 points per game in leading her Lady Irish teammates to a22-3 record a berth 
in the OHSAA regional tournament. She was named first tenm All-Ohio after scoring 910 points that 
winter alone. Petho twice cracked the 50-poiut plateau in a game, scoring 57 against Shadyside and 56 
agaiust Toronto. 

The two-year starter Ill the University of Pittsburgh canied St. John Centnil to four OVAC champi
onships iu basketball and an overall 75-16 record. Petho was no one-sport wonder. also starring in vol
leyball and track during her prep career. She earned All-OVAC in volleyball her junior and senior years. 

In track, Petbo is one of the valley's all-time great throwers, earning five OVAC gold medals in the 
weight events - three in the discus and two in the shot put. Petho tossed the plutter a school-record 
121-7 en mute to a regionul chwnpionship and a third-place showing in the state meet as a junior. 

She c3pped her high school career by being named co-valedictorian of her senior class and she went on 
to become an Academic All-American at Pitt. While there, she led the team in scoring in the 1994-95 
sea~on, became the career free throw percentage leader (81.4) and is 14th on tbe n!l-tlme scoring list. 

Rudy Mumley (OVAC 'Fumlly'J 

Rudy Mumley {Wheellng High School, Clas~ of 1936), If Rudy Mumley·s heart was 
mCllsured by the size of bis love for bis fellow men and women, ii ne\·er could have fit 
inside his body. 

Mumley, an educator, administrator, humanitarian, dynwnic organizer and charity 
fund-nriser, served the OVAC and the rest of Ohio Valley in many different, but speclal 
ways. He wns n two-time president, charter member of the conference's foundation 
Board,servcd on the football and basketball committees and was the or_gwiiz.er and long-

~: a~tir ~:~:!t!i:h ~:0~:1~~~~~/: ~~:trn ~;;~J;1a1~1
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president during the 1967-68 school year. To help tlie game get off the ground, Mumley 
ouce mortgaged bis home to achieve the financing needed for the inaugural OVAC-sponsored contest in 1972. 
He also wru; a great supporter of the OVAC Wre!ltling tournament. 

A graduate of old Wheeling High School and West Liberty State Colleje with a master·s degree from 
WVU, Mumley served in the Air Force during World War II and was reca led during the Korean conflict. 
He taught at Powhatan, Shadyside and Smithfield High Schools before being appointed principal at Wanen 
Consolidated H~h in Tiltonsville in 1964. Rud~ter served as rrindpal at Yorkville Hlgh. Later, when the 
:i~c~~ri,~fln 1i1:}. District was formed, he wne prindpa at Buckeye South and remained there until 

Mumley, who was born in 1918 and died in 1999, also provided great service to the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Cluh and bis college alma mater, West Liberty State. Rudy was a member of the Dapper Dan 
Board of Directors for snnie 25 years and was banquet co--chainnan six times. At West Liberty, he eamed a 
rare honor as anon-athlete whcn he was inducted into the schoors Athletic Hall of Fume in 1985. He was pre!!
ident of the Hilltoppers' Alumni Aswdation and the f-oundation. Among the numerous honors he received 
include: the Robert McKelvey Award and Mun of the Year honors from the Dapper Dan Club; WLSC Gold 
and Black Achievement Award und the Col!ege President's Award, along with the Warwood Lions Club's 
Citizen of the Year Award in 1981. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Agnes Timmons covAc 'Family'> 

Apa~ (Sdo Hi"1 Sclnil, Oas.s of 1942). Thb Octogcmrlm staned cooch
g pld:up girls' bwrtbail t= ~ &maville High Scbool In 1946 wbat lOOC were no 
~ girll' ~ fa: member ICbx:lb of lhe OVAC. She Ym a ¢£ls' 
1ysical ed=tlon tellda 111: th: time, after having gndm(cd from Denlron Univerwy In 
ratl\ilk:, Ohio. 
TIIIlDDIS n:mldmd it pm ofhc1 }:lb u II. p:lyi al tca::bcr IO a-gim:lz:e wtmtcvcr ll1hletic 
lnl'I r.bc coo Id because she wanlai th: girls IO have a:xro:rompctltion nod Clperien::i: the 
111 of playjn,i{ ~ IJXll'U· Sbo would join with~ from~ sdJoob in t1:J: 
~ uiereited In doing lhe r.ame thin.: lo diruuk p:ra. They llbo h.id to hire tbdr own 
'ficlah 11011 provide~ to the pn: ~-
TlOIIOOlll lclt teDdtlng after 1948 to begin nlhiug a family. Afief having four childJen, she rwun:d to bcr 
6cilmj ar.:I coachlna = at Bamc:svllle ln 1962. T\oUnool Clll'ICbed vollcybrJI and buu:tball evell though It 
Mn 'I until Jime of I 972 lhat Tok IX wu enacted, demanding Cljual S£lOIU opportunitia; f{JI' gbh. She wa-1 clai 
, 1ml OVAC e=tlve ICrnUf}' 5mi Mwnley to host and iCl\'C a:s dlrectoc of lhe !mt coofcroice volleyball 
llllfli:liomhip taunmrrcDt whlch wu ~ 11 8anxiVille Hi~. Tmmutt coached bttd.etbail md trn mrtll wen 
.to the 19&i's, tu continued hex duties with lhe mUeybaJl 1Qm until bcr mJmnent from k:111:hing in 1991, She 
IO~ IOflball foc DD0 year wh:.-n her dnogbta pbycd becruae lhe \ZJcnlm youth abo wffl1cd ID compete 
1 a inembc7 of lb: Im and field IOIJI. The 1CJnii diltrict wwW only p::mtll th.It IO bappen IIT'nnmms coacliro 
;,th IJfflll, which she dld. 
Even tooay, TIIIIlllOllJ rcrna1m clrec 10th: Barnesville .ihld:ic pmgrmn. Throudi dili pe:st 8CUJII, we ten-ed M 

IC ~ foc th: 5ha:rnrocb' boys nod girls bmdbail p.mc:'I, as wcll ll:S for tfie booJe vdkyball llllllCbe1. Sbo 
so hu bel:ll lhe llllllOlllllU and part o( th: COIII!rlnee for lhe OVAC volleyball toomament b: over 30 ycan, Lan 
inlet, lhe then 80-ycu-old Tunmom wu called 1-:l llllo lhe a:ao::hin,!l mill -when e.me.vlllc ro::cdc:d ~ 
1 help c..n ""ttb lh: vollcyball iquad.A~ coached the jayvees nod tfuooghly enjoyed th,: ap,:rieoce. 
Herlnlek temu ~ pi=nnw cmlCnden for OVAC tlllo ~ .:veral mlqteil ~ advn;ec! tolhe disttid. 

Bob Burton (Coacb<Sl 

Robm W. (Blilb) BrirlM ~ High School, Chm; of 1957) cOIChed sevcni.1 
pcm 11t Paden C\ly High School, but is most rt,~ for II lpllrl.ling 38-yur = u head boy,' bask.et~! coach (1963--2001) where he lllllUsed • rttord of 
54-327, 
Durlng hh 1eou.rt,, the WJJdcats woo 21 scctlonal clampiom.hips; elght l'eporntl 

lt.leii; finiwcd ns mte runIJa-up twl.ce (1972 IIOO '82) and captwa1 the Weit 
/lrglnla Cla!i A clwnploomip twice (1973 Mid '87). Paden City bad 28 winning 
easoru uoder Burtoo, incllld.1111:: n]f)e 20-win campaliJU, 11:lld woo five OVAC Cla<is 
\champ:ionmlpt (1971, '75, '92, '93 and '94). 

Bt111on received the WeM: Vlriinici "Coach of the Year" bollor in 1986 e.nd wm ac:Jected to~ bi the 
)VAC All•S!At Bu1:ethall Chwic scvenl t.i.TTEs u well a, the Wm Yupnia Noctb--SouthAIJ.StarGlime 
n 1987. He wu a member of the West Vl.rilol.zi Buklball Coad:leii M»ocillioo, ~ Stal!) Coaches 
:ommittce and the OVAC BEIW-lb.:11 Committee, 

Burt OIi lliso ~ed 11:1 an auilwrt coocb lo footbr.11 at Paden City for 18 ye.an, serving on the Wil.dc-tla' 
tatT during tMJ u.ate clwmpiomhlp - (1970 1111d '791; c:oacbcd ttacl.: roe mon: thmi JO yeao, 
vinnln£: 1el'ef21 OVAC c,ai,, A IIJlo:i Intra-Slate i..ellpe cJwnpion.mips; cor.ched crou coumry fry t1Po'O 
'earl and ~f for ooe lleUOII; wu &Uiswrt baac:ball coach for three yean; and ap:,nt roo:n th.lln • decade 
LS aJ.hktic director. 

A, an athlcte, 8Uft00 wm II tl=:..q,ost ll<hl,:tc 111 Mazoo)la, =log lliJ...WCSl Ylf'ginia honors lo football 
n 193."i. At the coOegc: level, be Wlt'> lillO a three-~ pcrlcnnex, playilqj football tit Kent Stak Univcnlty 
ind Ihm foolball, bmkesbill anil tennla aflu trarnferriog to West Ube:rty Stnc College .,.beJe he grmuatcd 
n 1961. He then=h-al a mamr·• degree lo c<llntloa from WmYl!linia Univemty in 1968. 

John 'Corky' Vrotsos (Coache,) 

Job "Ctrir' Vnitu11 (Mlirom Fcny Hlah Sm:d, Oul; of 1946) mt ooly illit1alClJ 
he lpcn of MCStllng & bu altnl maier, be quietly cstab!Wled bim.,clr ns ooe of the 
lfWua mat coacbe:i In coofc:rence bhtcry. 

Vmtsos £:Wded the Pucple Rider gr.wlm from 1957-68, ic..din:; bis team to 11e•,en 
:oruecutil-'I: OVACT~ cht.mpiondllps (1961.fil) n1oog with W. Wl'Ujbt Ohlo t' 
JiJtrictTournameot ti~. His lcalTlJ 11nbhcd nmled In the top 10 in the st4le four time:! 
1959, '60, '6J and '64) nnd the bat fumh Dl the Ua1e tounlllmeOt WJ.1 Cl flflh pI.cc 
~ort In 1960, 

Duriflg hll tenure, Vrutw, coached 41 OVAC clwnsrlom till 41 Ohio Str.te ; ' 
roomamentqualificril, lncludloi 10 r;tatc p1ace.w1:nn,m and ooe wte clwnpion (175-
JOUOder John Scordos in 1964). Fm)'.ll dtlAi meet n=,rd during the VIOOO!l yeara was RS-2Q..1, including 
lnbea:k:nSCWJmln !964and '67. 

The inititt1 inductee Into the Martins Ferry lfidt School W~lna llill of Fzimc in 1994 and the 1978 
-cclpient ol the OVAC Wrestling Tournament'• MMr. Mat. Award", b: eavaJ u tournmnen:t dira:1or fix the 
JVAC, scctlooal and cfutrict tomtwne:nci after yiddiog the coadriug post. 

In addition to scnina m head wrestling codl, V~ wu •ho 1U1 as.li!";WU in football mid tJn for the 
;ow-pie Rhlcn. He was on the football 1laff during mry·, nm oftl:ucc comccutlve uodcleatcd l:ellJOllS (1959-
m and four OVAC champioruhips (alYl 19ti3). 

A, !lll l'l!hlc:le, he WU El tJne.yur lcttcrman In kotba]I and bmletbaJ\ tit Mmint Fmy, ln foolball, he WM 

)~~~ri:~:r~~~.::r~=~l:i~ 
.mdacoaches FloyifBzila Nld Rll1 Gutrc]l,AJ\eJ ac:rving in the army, v~ then wended Wm Uberty 
ita:te College, gra:iuatlng In 1951, W1l'I a thlt'e·year vanity football pill yo for the Hill lDppcn i:md Cl mcm
xr of t',1,'0 Wldcfeated lumll that played lo bowl g:MllC!I. (Snukcy Moumalo Bowl and Pythian Bowl). 

Walter Heil (Ollldabl 

R-illtn- Hdl (Bellaire Hl&h, Dus of 1913) wa.<i rrgan.led Ill one of the OOIIU of 
Dhlo Valley officlatlng thanh to a ciuee:r thll1 spumed wme 3!1 ye.an md involved _ _,_ 

He began a. 11 buwall umpire In 1926 then added football in 1928 and bmklball 
IT\ 1929, woning coontleu gain:11U1til fi.nlllly bmg:log up hll 'Nbist1e Dl the~ of 62.. 

Heil offklalro foolbnll ond basketball 111 the hlgh 11:hool, collegiate and prof et-
dona! Ineill. He woded five Weu: Vup.a:i.ci High School State Toumaments, five 
West V~• Catholic Hip! School S!Ate Touownents 1Uld three West Yupnla 
fntm::olkglate Athletic Confacnce Tournaments. He a1w officwed In the ICUli•pro 
Cootloental Football League, wblch featured the Wheeling lronmcn. 

He 'tl,'IIS II m:mber of the Ohlo Valley Boan.I ofOIIk:lal'I, the West Vlrglni.l Offici&lJ Auoclatioo and the 
lntcflllllional. Aswclatlon of Approved Baskeihafl officlalt and wu 

honomJ for lcof1h of JCTVlce by cacb of these orp.nizations. 
A&f retiring .u 1111 IIClive official, Heil lmllmed the rote of coiwnis.,loor:rofbotb wletbA1l mid foot• 

ball officlili for the Ohio Valley Athktk: Conference, 11 ponuoo he held from 1963·70. 
He was• cbmttt member of the Bel~ High Athletic Will of Fame: and the 199!1 rttipient of the 

OVAC'll Robert Ihwlon Offidllli'Award. 
Hell workd furWeirtoll Skcl Corpomioll 1111d w~ 11 resident of Yorkville IIDlil hll <leath :In t9m. 

Doug Hoff <Medial 
Doag H"ff/J"(Magnolia Hlib SdIJol, Class of 1961), This nmivc of New Mrottlmville 

ha., been writing lpOlU rince the age of 12, bis flnt Mlob" being with the \¼ntl 
!kmocrat, a wmly paper In hb borne klWTI. Huff joined 1k llfllllitmccr as imoci%lte 
sp:ns editor In 1967, • pasitioo be h:ld U11ti1 lg"7B wbm he WIii named Its thai ~•• 
tpcnserloo-, rcmainingln lhlll~ until bia retirement In 1999. H~~y vm ife:~~ and vroded Oil the aport, llaff the Domtnloo 

While the tpUU cbief of ~ lnMWxmur, Huff ocl~ AIJ..Vt&y Bo}'1 
Bnketball IIOO BuebaJJ 5dcctlon:s In 1968, pins the OV All•Spits.SchoJI and Athlete 

=~1!1~~.:::n~~~~~OVAC~.coaclr 
et mxi aJhktc:'l, Since 1979, he hall been th: Eaecutl-ve ~rea:ru= of th: W.Va. Spoi:ts Writen 

~~~~fu,,l~a'Wn~~~~·::=~~~l 
Sports Writer.I ksociallon. "'"""I th: lllllOl:fOUJ boocn be hal adlle11ed IJrludc: lmuctio!t Imo the Niu:ion.itl High School Sporu H.all 
of P,cne 1999); lllite tpcns wrlkr ofthc_year nine times: Wcu V\rcinlzl Uo!\-cnity School of Journalism PJ • 
R«d Life Amlemrcit Award (1999); Ma£!rlia ~~I AlhletJ.c Hi:ostcnl life Acbie\ffllCIII AWllffi 
(1990); W.Va. SPOflJ Writcn As5oclation (Ge M Award (1992); Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 
Clob'1 Rohen McKdvey Award (1994). 

lk ii the IUh<X o~i:n West Yrrgin1a. MA Pictmlll lf~ (1979) Nld Dia□ of tic Nllliooal Hl"1 

~~~S!n:el975~'=3ci(~=·~co-~~~==: 
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md ooqrllei ib:lr ~-IICUOO tcbooJboy AD·Ailcrica tcan::a for football, bo~' b!mketba1I and baiebal!. 
Al~ retiral from 'Ihl lnkll, be con~ to 111bmlt II roud:J..lm and enjoyc:d wa:kly colwm. 0-:...g oillo 
ICl"Vel u the national ~ and J'eo:mJ edmr fix Studeal Sporu Ille., ml coonlimle1 roodioill and~ 
baf.kelbill adect.loos fix Pandc and EA Sp:m. 

George Strager (Coaches) 

~ ~(Mc Kea-port, Pa. Hl2il Scbool,Cll!SI of 1943) ~ oftC11 been cnlJcd 
the "'de.an~ or Ohio Valley hlgh IChooll"ootbi.11 euacitea thanb to• hldlly-wcccuful 
cm:tt that wanned &OOle 38 }CMS (195()..87) at five dilferent ~- He po$led a 
cara::r coadtlna re,:;ord oC246 WW, 115 ~ mid 15 1rl wtdch wxw:i as the ..U..tJmc 
vailcy record uotll cdlps:d in 2004 by J•y CircostJ, ol Wooo:sfdd/Monmc Central. 

Stragtt'1 coadriny Cllm:f h:pn ln 1950 al tiny SislcnviUe Hl&h School,complling 
• 42·22·3 re,:;ord lo~ 5Ca.lOCU th,c:rc and leading the TI~ to the Wat Virpnla , 
Cl8l.l A tale clJJ,mpiow;hfp In 1~3. He mo=i on IO c.'lar1ubtug ~ Dmne Hleh for ' 
four yem, iu bead·rootbaJl and bcletball COlldi (1957..(i(}), ~ 24-10 on the fJi.d.. '---'--"~ 
iroo llDU ~the~ team to the We!.t Vo-glni.l Cb.u A~ semifinals. ~,u 
ClllIE II three-yell( !1iin Ill Wbc:elln.: Cenlnl Catbolic (196Hi3) wblcb fcaturr:d two u.ndefcakd regular 
'-CllOJIS and a mark of 2l•9-I. The 1962 1emn lost to CJwie:,ton C'a1b:ilic In the !MUpnil WC5t Yuginia 
Clllholic Stale Ownpkcimlp game, but the next }'CIII Strager·s kam El~ that lou to win the crow□. Up 
l]Cli WlJ II five.year iUI)' al Cambrid&e fflgh (1964-68), oasthu! El l5.ZJ..2 rcronl. 

He the□ begm a lc£:elldary 19--year run Ill St.OaiinilleHlgb 1n 1969, tnroing hll trwenwi.:. ''bcllr sme,~ 
lo 11rc:conlof 134-51·9therc.Hi1 Red Devil ti:zlml pmll:dthree oodefwed ~ (1969, '77 IIOO 8.5) mxl 
the 1983 5Qlllld c:amcd the 11ebool'1 fint---ever trip to the OHS AA playoffs aod the 1986 team advanced to the 
1tak temlfl.n.ds bdon: klsl!li • hea.rt..tJrnku to CbaI:rin Palls Keruton. 

Stnger'8 top hooon loduded io:ioction into the btuo High School Football Collctr, Hlfl of Film: in 
1998; Ohio Vill:y Foolhill CoQi;h,::,i Anoc1ll1ioo Hall of Fame lo 1991 ; telection m OVAC Cooch of the Yellf 
ltl 1979 end '87; and reco¢tion by the DaJ¥f Dan Oub of the Uppc:rOhlo Valley in 199L He abo coacberl 
lo the OVAC Afl...Star Owity Fooba1I Clasdc twLcc (]g"72 Uld '8TI. 
A~ of Salem College, Strap~ away In l990, but bis mcnxiry lives oo lo the form of the 

Geoq;c Strager MC!ll<Xial Fcotball Camp and Scholmhlp Prouam as wcll a:s the "Gcof;e Stni£C! Evening 
with the Sws" dinner held ltl conjunction with the OVAC Charity AJ[.Star Footbwl Cluslc. 

Chester Grossi (OOJclaJ,l 

Cltnla"Gnml (Web- Hid! Scoool, a- of 1940) bcJl;l(I officiating In 1942, clabn-
log to be "dnktl" Into offic:latin_a by folkM OOIIOJCe Waiter Heil hecau.Je lllClll}' offi. 
ciah had been )O$I; due Kl the mililllry Wilt. 

His io\'e olqiorti lllW bim enter the ~urldof offidatln:, oot ooly in football, rut WO 
In lmkctball mid bueball. He retired from offid.lling tn 1987 after 45 ye.an. Du.rlni 
tlDse _yem-,be wortcrl lllllDY dlwict and rc.i.ionaJ lotlmlUUelll ga1tE3 11.'1 well M 14 rute 
toumamclWI In bRetba(] mid 12 111£ finals In football. J-k abo wcri.ed K\=l Woi 
V!lplllll C'.lltholk Sole bclctbiill and fo□lbaJ\ pwyoff ~ M wcU as ri:1 In the , 

~~J=~Athktk~~.::.mJ~~lfginu~~ .: 
and &uctball Officlnb' ~. He was the 19'17 rcciprnt of the OVAC's Robert DawlOll Offida.h' 
Awanl end was booofed by the Upper Ohio VaOey Ollw=r Dan Oub, 

kl 1,11 ~ at Weir, Oroui ~ football for co.i::h Corl Hamill from 19J6.J9 and dm!ng_thal: time, the 

~~~:i~94! :~=~ to Wett Liberty State CO!iege wh= he 
• fl~~ from West Uberty with a bacbcioc0

B dcir;rc:c in politb1 Id=, n:ruming 10 Weir Hi&Ji School 
!Iii a tc:ac.ber and asshtnat cwch. fl:c left the edocation field to~ Jnto the innwnem: and~ bl.lUnrn 
In 1960. He remains active In 111.11l..)' ci~, fraternal and KrVicc organJzatlom, He~ president of the Wcirtoniw 
J.ndgc of the It:.lian Soos and ~ of Am:rica, l:el">'ej oo lhe Boord or D!Jcctoc, of the Fnternal 
AssodU.loo 900 is ID1 hoolnry ollliooa1 ~ o{ ISDA; • member of the board of the UPl1'!':I' Oblo ¼]Icy 
ltaliao ~ Fm.ival; the Weirton Q-llncil 3734 Knl;bU o{ Colwntw w:I an oflkci of their Founb 
Depee; • life member ol l'o$t IO of the Amerlam l..cticm; ooanl mcml:w:J of Camp Fire USA; the Weirton 
Elh; md is a member of lhe Wes! Liberty Sbtc Colfi:ge Foundat.m'8 F~ Committee, Hall of FIIIJle 
Comminee, f-lllJtoppcn Athletic □ub and a lifo member ol the AJmnni Auociatlon. 

He~ inducted into the Wat Liberty SLlleCollegc Hall of Fame 11:lld w111bonored by the We~ VJli]ni.ll -
Alex Groza (Athlet,- 1940,> 

AJuGroz,, (Martins Ferry Hith School, Oas!i of 1944). This 6-foot•7, 220--pcrunder 
lctl lhe Purple Riden lO two llrlllthJ: Ulldcfcated rwlial" ac:asom In OOkciball and to 
theOhloltalctoumamentbothycars.Mllltlnsfcz:ryfiru:shal 24-1 In 1943 ll:lld26-I the 
f□Jlowlog k'Ull\, The Purple Riden woo the first OVAC CIM8 AA basketball 
cbmrqrlomhlp 1o 1944 u 0roi.n !£on:d ci valley record 62B pmnu <• man later bmb:o 
by 2004 OVAC HAil of Fimr inductee Ken Akssi). OIUZ.11 JCOrcd 41 n. TI!tomVille, 
He wat, an nll-<onf= ao:l all-Ohio fht-li::m:n adectJon. 

Alet wiu the lop ICOfel" and rchooooa"on the Uni~ of Kentucky·s "'Farulow 
Fl vet which woo t-:k•to--bocl: NCAA tltJcii In 1948 lllltl '49, wtth Gm.a. being JWncd 1 

the IOllmameflt MVP both yem. He wat a thrc:c---tlmo a!J..Soutbca.stcrn Confer= 
choke and II two-tbt:.: comc:n= All·Amakan, He 5Ct 2:2 intlividu.al SEC rcccms. Gro1.11 wJI ranb sevcntb 
on Kentucky's alJ.tlmc: !;C(}fll]g list with 1,744 ~mlll. Ala'• jmey munber ( 13) wm rctifcd by the IChool. 
Gmza aniJ f«w of hb UK tcamnulte1 - Ralph Beard. Wal[IICC Jones, C\ilf Bader and Kenny Roll!ns -
won a pd medal III U.S. Olympuni al the Loodon Gaines In 1948. Oroui, :In 1949, wu named the Hc!nn 
Foundatioo HMketball Player of the Yl'llf. In a 1950 ksociaie,;I. Presa !llllionwit.le poll of "JIOl"lS writers lleiect· 
~ the lemlln.i! a1hlclCJ o{the baif-cc:ntliry,Alet WU chMcn a. ooe ofthe~\'C t bllllelbaJI ployaii. 

IP the NBA, Oroza avefllga:122-5 points bl 130 pro gama with the lndi • Olymplam In J~.SO mid 
'51. He coaclm Bellwnune (Ky.) College from 1959 throudi 1966. The hat.I DCVU won El basketball 
~ before Gmza'8 tenure, He led the Knig}Us IO lb: Kartocky JntcITOl.leiJnteAthktic Conference 
rt,gufar lleaS(XI and~ tide In 1963, after which hew= lll!TTEd the kAAue coach of the yem. 

O= 1a!er llefVed 11.'1 busme$.s managa and then u,~ to the Jln"'ukn/. of the ABA't Kentucky 
C'.o1ooeu bef°"' ba:omillg ge,lenl [IJlllJ!lgtt of the 5ml Dkgo Conqu\sU,donl untll the fnmd:d!.!: folda:I. Ho 
then served m OM of a p:ofesaional t'Olleyball k1lm fur one y= befca, joilling Reynold, Metals In 19n as 
a recioo&I mles lJIWllgtt. 

OTUZ.11 died of lung cancer a:t hb bon:lll In San Die~ on Jmua:ry 21, 199.'I. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (Athlete - 1950s) 

Charles L. ''Chuck" Hull'ley (Warwood High School, Class of 1954) was a first team 
nil-West Virginia aud a\!.QVAC tackle in 1953. He lettered in football, basketba!l and 
baseball. As a teenager, he also competed for an independent All-America boys 
gymnastics group. 

The West Virgmia University gmduate is still the only Mountaineer athlete to letter in 
five sports -football.gymnastics, wrestlini, track and swimming, fo football he played 
guard, center, and linebacker while cammg All-Southern Conference laurels three 
straight yearn. Also the lonll" snapper on special teams, Howley was selected as a third- j 
team AU-American his senmr year. Howley, al 6-2, 2W pounds, was considered to be ~ 
nne of the fastest linemen in WVU history. He staned in three college all-star games -
East-West Shrine Grune, Senior Bowl and the College Football All-Star Game. He Jett(.>:red for the 
Mountaineers on the trampoline in gymnastics, a heavyweight in wrestling, sprinter and Weightman in track 
and a diver in swimming. In ]957, Howley was selected as the West Viiginia Amateur Athlete of the Year, 

He was an NFL first-round drJft choice (1958) of the Chicago Bears - only the thi!d Mountaineer select
ed in the opening round. He played a year and a half in Chicago before being sidelined by a serious knee 
injury. Howley was back home in Wheeling working at a gas station in 1961 when the expansion Dallas 
Cowboys traded two draft picks for him. The ex-Bear decided tu give it one more try and wound up starting 
at outside linebacker 12 years for the Cowboys, eaming all-pro laurels six times. He starred in two Super 
Bowls. The 1971 game saw Howley intercept two pusses and recover a fumble to earn MVP honors in a 
16-13 loss to the Baltimore Colts. He remains the only player on a losing team to he selected as the Super 
Bow!"s most valuable player. fa 1972, he helped the Cowboys win Super Bowl VI o\u the Miami Dolphins 
by intercepting a Bob Griese pass to set up a touchdown. 

Howley is a member of the West Virgmia Sports Writers Association, WVU, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Club and City of Wheeling halls offalJlC. 

Mike Sherwood (Athlete - 1960s) 

Mike Shenmod {Bel!aire High School, Class of 1967). This roft-spukcn athletic 
great rates with Bellaire High's all-time stalwarts ln both football and ba~ketball. 

He quarterbacked the 1966 Big Reds to a 9-! scasna as a scnlorfor coach Don Ault. 
It remains llfgUably one oflhe best prep grid teruns in Ohio Valley history. Shernrood 
led the OVAC with 20 TD pa\SCS that fall as he completed 73 uf I JO passes for a 66.4 
percentage and nmnssed more lhan 1,400 yanis with only four interceptions. 

He was just as impressive on the hardwood for legen~ coach Claire Cribbs.111e 
sweet-shooting 6-1 guani was a two-year staru:r for the Big Reds and suipa~sed die 
1,000-point plateau while eamingAl!-OhlD honors. He averaged 25.3 points a game in 
lead~ the Big Reds to a 17 4 record. As a junior, he averaged 25 pniuts per game. He 

lohn C~~tia]~:r:;;;~~n~1~~1~U:f~JGiG°~~~~~;~i i~kc~b~1~~~1tal 
st. 

Following his illustrious prep career, Sherwood accepted a football scholarship to West Vir1•inia 
University, where his father earlier played.After competing on the freshman team, he started at quarterback 
for three seasons. As a ~ophomore, he passed for some 2 !100 yani~ while cstablishin! a school record with 
416 yards against rival Pitt, completing 27 uf 37 passes. He finished the yearrnnkcd ! th in the nation, avcr
uging 198 passing yanis a game. The Mountaineers went 7-3 that fall, Sherwood led the Mountaineers to a 
25-Trecord in his three )'Carn, includi!!ll a 10-1 mark and ll Peach Bowl wm his senior season. He still ranks 
11m11uq WVU career leaders in total nncnse, passing yards, pass completions and attempts, TD passes, pass
ing efficiency and completion pen::entagc. He was selected to play III the 1970 Blue-Gray Game and won 
the Ira E. Roilgm Award the same year. Sherwood was also selected All-East by UPI in 1970. Amemher of 
thcA\1-Tlmc WVU 1950-69 Era team, Sherwood was inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame in 1997. 

After graduation, he stayed on at WVU and was a graduate assistant for Bobby Bowden and Frank 
Cignetti. He went to Bclhany College to serve as offensive coordinator from 1974-78 under his high school 
coach, Don Ault. Sherwood returned to his prep alma mater, serving llS the Big Reds' head coach from 1980-
84, registering a 26-12-2 record. He was named Eastern District Coach of the Year in 1982, He became the 
school's athletic director in l 984 and is currently the high school principal. 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Athlete~ t970s) 

Juhn Filliez (Magnolia High Schoo!, 1973). The first OVAC athlete to cam A!I-W. Va. 
first learn honors in football, baskctbal! and baseball also set an NCAA pass receiving 
record at Marshall University. 

Nicknl!illed "Fuzzy" because of his bushy red hair, the Blue Eilgles' wide receiver
defensive back led the Ohio Valley in pass receivingya!ds his last two seasons and ended 
his career with 81 catches for 1,434 yanis and 16 touchdowns in regular senson piny, In 
his senior season, Magnolia went 10-2 with a state C!as.~ AA runncrup finish tu 
Ravenswood. 

He tcl!illed with Magnolia's all-state quarterback Brian Book to lead the W. Va, AH
Stars to a Yictory over Ohio in the annual OVAC AU-Star game at Wheeling Island. 

In bask.ctba!l, the guard awraged 19 points a game and earned all-state honors after the B!ue Eagles were 
state "AA" runucrup to Gary. 

In haseba!l, the outfielder batted .352 and completed his all-star trifecta wi!l1 All-Valley, and oil-state 
honor.i in three sports. 

Recruited fox football by Marshall, West Virginia, Virginia Tech, Pitt and Penn State, the 5-11. 175-poundcr 
signed early with WVU, but opted for Marshall where he led tl1e Thurn.!ering Held in pass receiving fur four 
straight ye= and set school reconfa with 168 catches for 1,954 yards and 14 TDs. His reception total ranked, 
at the time, eighth among all-time NCAA Division l receivers, Starting four years, he set a then-NCAA record 
by catching passes in 42 strnight games, He hroke the mark set by Hcisman Trophy winner Johnny Rodgers 
from Ncbrnska. Automobile bumper stid.m supporting the police showed up at Hen! games, where they had 

:ii~t:::il:ctlc~· J::1J! ~~~LoN~i~aifu~" 1::::i:1:;~ac~:!~ a two-time All-America honor-

Fil!ici also was selected as the state Amateur Adtletc of the Year in 1976. In 1985, he was inducted into the 
Marshall Atldetic Hall of Fame. Fi!lic:z currently resides in Delaware, Ohio. 

Dee Davis (Athlete ~ 1980s) 

Dee Davis (Wheeling Park High School, C!a~s of 1981). The first OVAC girls' ath
lete to cam first team All-W, Va. honors throo times set Ohio Valley 11nd state scoring 
reco!ds which remain on the books after a quarter of a century. o,,er.ill, she set three 
OV and three W. Va. scoring standards, 

A three-year Wheeling P11rk standout, she scored II school record 1,854 points inclnd
ing 716 for a 325 average as a senior. She Wll.'I named state "Player of the Year" and 
captain of the Class AAA a!l-state team for the l 980 season, She scored a school-reco!d 
55 p<?ints vs. Weirton Mailoona and set a state tournament Class AAA scoring reco!d 
which remains on the books after 27 years. She tallied 43 pnlnts vs, Greenbrier East as 
a rophomore in 1978. In two state tournament games that year, she scored 76 pnints 
including 13 of 14 free throws. 

Davis led Park to a state Class AAA runner-up spot as a senior when she also charu:d 104 steals, 71 assists 
and 87 rebounds. After the seawn, she was MVP in the state Nurth-Snuth game where she scored 30 poillls, 
She eamed All-America mention in Street & Smith's and Convene magaiiues, 

At Park, Davis also starred as a pitcher-shortstop on the first varsity oofiball teams and Cllffied all-state 
recognition from the W. Va. Coaches Association. 

She signed a basketball scholarship to Tennessee Tech where she played for two seasons before finishing 
hercol!ege career at West Virginia University. In her two seasons with the Mouutainecrn, she served as team 
co-captaiu in 1986 with Georgeann Wells, the first woman to dunk in a college basketball game. In D~vis' 
junior season, WVU recorded its second-ever 20-win season wilh u 2()..10 mark. 

She also played basketball with a U.S.All-Startcam in England and scored 150 points for a 21.4 average. 
Davi.~ has completed her 13th year as head girls' baskctlmll coach at her alma mater Park. She has guided 

the Patriol.'l into six state toumaments and won back-to-buck Class AAA championships in 1998-99 and 
became the first female to win the all-sports "OVAC Coach of the Year'' award. The Wheeling resident also 
coaches softball. 
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Dick Miller (Athlete. 1950,) 

DickMilkr{Wheeliujl Central Catholic Hiclt School,Class 1952) was a first-team all
state and all-OVAC penormer in basl.:etball tfiree strni"ht yearn while pt;ifonnlngfor the 
Maroon Knights. Miller Jed Central Catholic to !he conference and Wes! Virginia Catholic 
chwnpionships al! thn.'ll seasons, scoring 1,593 points during a stcl!11r hi,gh school career. 
His tlirce-year scorin" average was 21.4 points per game. His career pomt total stood for 
51 years until it was ~sted liy David Contragueno, a four-year lettennan for the Maroon 

~~1~!~- ft~1
rrifiii~~;,\~ft~!da~Ji:ra ~r~edh?ltia o'rttralpof~~s•in ~i~~b~~i~: 

~Jl~~~:. ?i~J' a!i~~i. ~1!~
0
~::S~~ntc:~t!

1
s~l/e~

1
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!he year. He also Wll.'I a standout performer in footba11 and baseball in high school Jle was a '"r' fonnation quar 
tcrback as a football performer and a shortstop/pitdier on the ba.~11 team, 

Recruited by the University of Wiscnnsin on a basketball scholar5h.1p, Miller was the Badgers' startlni; ~in 
/j:uard for two years, Nicknamed "The Cat" because ofhi~ qmckness. Dick averaged 19 points per iame m Bii 

C(~~~aJi•j~~!r::g~;~~.=e~in~ t19J~:~~g0~~r~!~f~~'!!:9if;~:=~\J~cl~~~Jcii\!: rt: 
!eailer and defensive player. He was Yoted as the !!:am MVP his senior year. Although draf!ed by the New Y~ 
Kmcks in 1956, Miller chose tu play AAU bask.ctbal!. He was wted to the AAU All-Amcnca team aftcrP.:llfllc 
ipatmfi in the National Tournament he!d in Denver where he led the Milwaukee Al!cn Bradley Team tn a fourtl 

~:: SC::;~\J;~lfttve~t):IJ:;:;ili1;jt,!~~1faii~~
1$he~1

~ !~.:~g~nt{1n~f:u~~~~~~~;~ ~~ 
leaguc·s MVP for the 1962-63 sea.son. 

Miller played baseball one year at Wisconsin, hitting .333 and playing second base. Because a shoulder injarJ 
in hid! school limited his throwmg ability, he gave up baseball after one season tn concentrate on basketball. 

ffis alh!etic career tlicn continued in a different SP!_lrt us he took up handball (four-wall) and m his first year 
he won the North and South Carolina Open Siu,.!es Championship, He went on to win numerous singles tit!c1 
throughout the Southeai:t, induding two national singles age group championships. He finally cndedliis com 
petil!ve career in 1996 at the age of 62. 

Terry Snively (Athlete~ t960s} 

). This all-round athlete starred in four 
1
u!ri~~~~~ ~t~ 
was named Ohiu's UPI 

as a junior and seninr 

was a four-vcar lct
gcd better ·than 24 
r with 1,146 points. 
a Junior and senior. 
baseball and tr.ick. 

r Y~· J!; J:;!f:;;:e J;~~nJ.~t ffUi! 
• ·ophomore season. He wa.~ the 

the state meet in the I 00, He 

Lance Mehl (Athlete ~ 1970s) 

Umr:e Mehl (Bellaire High School, Class of 1976). A three-sport team captain for 
the Big Reds, Mehl was also an All-Valley football linebacker 11nd baseba!l first ba.~e
man as well as a center in basketball. 

He earned All-Ohio football honors for coach Jake Olsavsky while serving 115 co
captain oftbe 1975 team which went 9-1. He played in the Ohio North-South game in 
Columbus and turned in a sparkling defen~ive effort for the South all-starn. 

Recruited by Penn State University for football, he was dted by coach Joe Paterno 
and defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky 115 "one of the best inside lincbackern" ever 
to play for 'Linebacker U'. 

Mehl was the leading tackler for the uubeateu I 978 Nittany Linn team which bowed 
tu Alabama, 14-7 in the Sugar Bowl and probably cost PSU from bclllg declared national champion. In that 
game, he led Lion defenders with 17 stops, iuc\udiug 11 unassisted tackles. 

After that junior season, he was named the "Man of the Year" by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
and is one of only three college athletes to receive that honor. 

The PSU dcfensh'e co-captain also led the Lions in tackles as a senior and earned second team All
America honors by 11ie Associated Press and United Press International. 

Mehl was drafted in the NFL's thi!d round by the New York Jel.'l and played nine years before his career 
was cut short with a recurring knee injury. 

He was the Jets' leading defender from 1982-86 before a knee injury. The Jets• defensive signal-caller 
recorded 172 total tackles ( 105 solos and 67 assists) in 1984. In 1983, he intercepted seven passe5 and picked 
off 15 career interceptions. 

Mehl was selected to the Pro Bowl after the 1985 season when he recorded 115 tackles, 43 assists and 
three pan interceptions. 

After his NFL career ended, he returned to the Ohio Valley and resides in St. C!nirsYil!e. 

Brian Swisher (Athlete - 1980s) 

Brian Swisher (Sistersville High School, Class of 1982). The 5-7, 145-pound 
dynamo became the first three-time first team All-W. Va. football honoree in Tyler 
County as be Jed Sistenwille High to back-to-back state Class A championships in 1980 
and '81. 

Swisher led the Tigers to a 13-0 reconl in 1981 as he set an Ohio Valley and W. Va. 
record for scoring by a lineman with 26 touchdowns (receiving, rushing, returns) and 
156 points. He was runner-up for tlie K~nnedy Awani as state player of the year and 
was ucco!ded the Hunt A want as state Liuemau of the Year. 

He set season and career pass receiving marks in the Ohio Valley and averJged 39 .2 
yards on kickoff returns and 20.2 yards on JJUUI returns. He also was productive on end-around rushing plays. 

Swisher, who set an OV record by catchmg passes in 36 consecutive games - every game be started. His 
career regular scnson totals were 126 receptions for 2,174 yards and 23 TDs. 

He led the OV in regular season pass receiving yards for (980 (681 yards on 47 catches) and 1981 (906 
yards and 14 TDs on 53 receptions). As a sophomore, he lauded 26 passes for 582 yards. 

Swisher was a three-time All-OVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as a!I-West Virginia three time11. 
In the spring, he competed in track as a 100 and 200-mcter sprinter, long jumper aud relay member. He 

won eight individual medals in three state Class AA meets - a first In the HX) as a sophomore, sb; seconds 
and a third, and was a member of a first place 4xl00 relay team, He tied a state meet AA l()(}..11Jeter record 
wilh a 10.9-second mark in the 198 l trials. 

He signed a football scholarship with Marshall University and played four seasons, including three years 
as a starting wide rccciYcr. He landed 106 passes from 1982-85 for 1,617 yanis and 14 touchdowns. He was 
Marshall's leading receiver in 1983 with 32 catches for 560 yards and three scores. He also wus a Herd track 
sprinter. 

Swisher currently resides in Lewis Center, Ohio, 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athkte - 1!1911,) 

J~Gallawit1 (Bellaire l-fi&h Sdnil, C'1lm of 199()). Thb Bi.: Rais' four.-tpMJ pe:r
lflllef b61 excel}ed oo the~. cd1egiate llld profe&llorlll bcls. 
Too ~lal wwe icceiver wu llII All-Ohio md,:b- fir cwd:J Jolm MlJimn 

:fCR a c= ot Ohio Side Univ=ity. A1ttt hb ~ & Gray dlya, 
allo1r.ily waJ • round draft pii: by the Sentrlc Seabawb ri the Natlooll Footliell 

~y rewro<e the Ohio Valley recml ro:Jb f1r pm receMni}'Bflll 'With 2,332 and 
~~ wkh 27. He ended with 108 cata:catcbes. The 5-9 uplosf:,'c ~
fflCJ bdpcd lczid the Ble Redt to tbe OVAC J-.A foolball title biJ junior year, plaJ1118 an 
.tell1JI] role In the9-J cmnpal£ll. He lambl43pwn for973 ya:rdllllli 13 'ltktl:ml:fJ.ll. 
allowi.y Wll:I a three·thne All-OVAC andAlJ..Valky JOlOl'CC and 'fi'D nainalAII-OIDO sccood team in DivWoo 
I a, ICl!ior. 

lD bmketbali, be -wu jun !II dcmiiw:in!! u a ooint ~- Galloway wu a ~ foc tmcc ltralaflt OVAC 
J.l!1lPR)llUtlp temu fir coirl Gene Ammnnte. fie earned AU-OVAC,All-Valley and AU-Ohio booon. 
The~_. Oallowiiy serve the Bia: RroJ as WI infichler oo the bt.setllJJ. dlainood, but it 1'o'D oo the 

v..i wtat bi: made !IIl = bluer Jmpnct. □BDoway clalmod the 1We Di'OOOO a 100-~ 111d 200 ~ IJlllfll 
tka ai • IClllor. 
The Bdi.Lirc Bullet then took Im amazin2 athletic llills kl Co!umbu,, 151wriug fir John Coope:I" oo the~ 

[M.Hc wm boPofCll 111111All•BIJUII wide =:Iver u ~junior-a ICUOfl In ""blcli be ~47 puse, for 
t6 ~- His cme:r totali at Ohio Staie wcm 108 ~ f1r 1,894 yW1 ml 19 m. Clalk1;vty finished 
ith 2.7~ all-~ vanls imd W'al the team'a w-capw;:! in 1994. & wu an Afl-Blz 'Jen Aaidauic honoree 
I J 991, 1993 m:i J 99,4 wbJle camai the Natiooal Football Fouodatloo SchwRhip in f994. ffe ea:mai I de pee 
1 
~idub overall mck In the 1994 NH.Draft. He rb',,:d five scmom with th: Scihawb ra!cb

ig 283 ~ foc-4.4S7 ymls md 37 TOI. In hb best IClliUll ln Seame, be afuml 72 pas.,e, for J,D49 ya:rdl 
-d 12 TOI. He kfl Satic fir the~ Cowboyt 1111d l!I llClW a DEJllber ol the~ Bl)' B~. 

Class 
of 

2006 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc 

Ron Mauck (OVAC 'FamUy') 

Rfllf Mtntd {Bridr;eport High School, 0- of 19.'i8). 6:lllCIIOr, ~. com• 
owll!y Jcadcr. Mil.Id fins been dirtt:tnr of the OVAC Wre,tJJng Toamamellt. OllC of tbc 
qe5t bl~ ICIDJl cvon of ib kin! ill tbc Clltl:re courrtry. IUlCt, I CJ79. This hlib]y-reDni--

~ 
WI! n:named M thc Ron Mauck OVAC Wrmlln~ 1'ounmncnt ill 1006. 

A of the Jalr; ~ Kovalk:k, no OVAC Hall of Furner arid ccmklercd ID be the 
of hlgh .cbool •mtla In the Ohio Vlilley, MIDck also eswiUwd tbc rook:r

:oce·, dual om ~&itaum:.linp m 1971 ilntl dlrtctcrl fiVt: w.V:i. rblc touma--

~~~r~v~AIA and<Wc'~~~~~byai~ 
..:ilxrty Slllte Colkzc) beW Ill Wheeling. In addltioll to bil dutic3 with the confereoce mat 
rnmllIEJlt. Mood Wlll a loo&~ tmnba of thc Rudy Mu.mley OVAC Cbarlty All
;w Foolhill C1a-;slc. Ho: W111 MSl.m.a,I; ~ dtrecloc and li1a i:tn'od"' &IIIIE dbttforfrum 1993 thmo9b 1998. 
~ Brilkroort Hl&h am We1.1 Liberty Stale eo11cp;e ~. who ea:mai hil masta·5 tn safety cwcwon, 

,egan bb twtlng ariil =dring a.reer Ill I~ at~ High School wbac ~ Wlrted lhe achool.'1 \'lm
y wrcs,tlinj Jn)g(ml arid coacbcd the school.'~ only indivlwal Jtl1l: ~ (UJO. Daly). Wbilc at Follarul:x:e, 
.fwd; coached.John Cralj. a fugt-timc wrcitler os a iCnior In 1965 wbo WCll( Oil to become Ill Afl.AJDmCBII 
It WC1J. Ubertv l!IE later WIS OllC o(the uca'1 oulmlKling COlldJci bcfcn beca:nl:n; !Ill .dminiJ:tntor. Wbm the 
:or).1()lidmcd llrooke Hlcll School open:d In 1968, Ron wa., named IO COid! the wmilin, team v.ilat: he: tntcad 
~ ~• fint West V'JJ&ioia.11l41 champ ill Jim Suddolh. Bcfcn n:tirln~:;;t"yem- ca= in oduca!ion, 
ltauck tcn-ed Brooke iu dirrooi' of the &ebool'• Driver•~ 6:lucatlon , Pb}'llcai Plw IJircdtt, 
\snslllllt Athktic Directa and Athktie Directt. In l'llkfitloo to hl"'11!l!. tbc OVAC Wicslllni ~ 
t:UaIDetl In hb J;uo-, Mauck IU50 wm ore,em:d lhe "Mr. Mat" Award 111 198.'i. He w111 =icd the W. Ya 
ill'=tling Coaches Man of the Y=- (1987): and =ivcd recos:nltloo IIWmdl from tbc u~ Ohio V~y 
Japper Dw C1ub (1985 !ID.I 1997); W. Va. Ath1ctJc Ol=1or oftbc Year (199:5). MMd tw= WU tdected 
.V&l"l''OOO Lioos Cttken of the Year, wima of tbc H.V. Corcoran, Sr. AWNII. (20::t I) !WI a mernbcJ of th: Brooke 
:ountyWIJ.l ofPame (2006). He II pin president of the W. Va.S!!foty As:$ocWlon,lhe Bridiep:nAlunml Md 
~ JllllD' High Athktic ~-

Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Coacl,.,J 

Pol''Bud" Bll&ud (Wcllsburx HIV\ Semo!, Oau of 19'9). Head coach at Brow: 
flldl School for 23 KISOl1ll (1979-2001) wh:n: tE: compiled II rrcord of 18..'I wins, 79 
:l:fcau IU1d I tie. Owing thl, span, BUUard'~ Bruins WOil llne \Vc:iit VDj:lnla OaA 
v.A &ak champbubip:s - 198.'i, 1987 and 1990. }fu 19S7 alld '90 ~ 
~ perfect rcconl SClliOI\J and both~ lllltlonlllly ruikcd. The 1987 temn fut. 
ilhed2.'itb In the country wbiJethe l990~crdalup 11123nlploc:e. bi 1994,Brool:e 
mo Cllded the campa!p with 11 10-0 rrcord t:w. lost ill the !illk playoffs. Flftcen of hi.I 
:n Bruin ka:lnS Jlllriicipaiod In the post~ pl.lyom and 1eve11 made th: mse cham-
plnmhip game.Aho. Billiard~ tbc green and gold 10 ~~ OVAC ClusMAA 
bivi»oo. cbampiomhips. He COIIChc:d iu two Rudy M11mlcy OVAC Clwlty AIJ.Sm 
Pootbllll ~ ar,d In tmce W~ V!fEinla North--South Games. He WIii ™i the founding memh:u and 
rmn ~ or the Ohln VaJlcy Fcolbllll Cor.chcl Au:ociatioo for wbom he fflO WU chairman of tbe 
~'& llllIIlltJ awW'I dilloer. He also IIMistetl Ul i;qmiizing the OVPCA'1 Olnlc!I and Prospect Nlghti. 
0n111rn·~ Brook coacttln; = also [n:]udroelgbt Yeat1111.1 MMmllllll In football, two yc,an 113 a wrestl!ni 
lluim:nt, SU~ a, bead wrcstlbli coach IIJd thm, yeani as hcr,d trlld COICD. Prior IO Broce, he: spent 
four }'CllI1 as an aslisumt In football Ill Wb:cling C'.erlttal, two yean as a voluota:1' ..uisulllt In WteStli:ng and 
three yean 11$ bead trncl coach. 

While ancoulnj; WeU~ High ScOOJI, be played four yan offoolball lltld leum:t1 ~ years, len'in~ 
as temn captain in 1958. He piayai basebaJI 11:uee years, CllllUllg two ietlc:n. At Welt Uberty Swtc Colle:i(', 
Billiard was II foor.yea, \"IIC'Slty letterman in football playltJi on both the offemh'e and defcmive Im.After 
!us junn ~. tr earoed fim-team All-WVIAC law,;!J. 

Among his nwanh arc: Olrlo Val1cy, OVAC a!ld Weit Vlmnla Coach or the Year; Uwe, Ohio Val.ky 
Dipper Dan t.ian of tbe Year, Carl Hamill Coochlllg Awml; SieUbcovllJe Moose l..odze Coacll oftb: Year; 
Well Ubcrty State Colleee Athletlc Hall of Fam:; 2tXJ5 Ohio Valley Football COIICbcl llall of F11m: lrductee; 
H.V. Corcow1 Sr. Awiutl for the Broce f~ pn>iiatn bringing IIWOOll! &ttell(lon to the Ob:lo V&l1cy; and 
a 200S redpknt of the West ViJEinia Alhletlc Coaches A11ocWioo·s RetiJed a,.dtlnj Award. 

' 

Matt Gaudio (Athlete - l990sJ 

Mrz:tan& (Brooke High School, C1au of 1991). Tols f1uid athlete docnlnaled 
thc W~ VII!lnla prep hantwood a:& he: was a four.year rurtu for the: Brnlrni. 

He coocluded hls spmllng Brooke= b)' bdng named the: W. Va. "Player of 
Iba Year" 111 well u the Gatorndc ltlitc "P1ayer of the yur• in 1991. Tbc 6,.7 f1XWutl 
paced Broote lo rccon1A of 19--4, 224, 16-7 and IS. 7 for II four"year career mart. of 
7.'i•22. 

Gandio Wllll a two-time all·~ Claali AAA hooorei: Kod I~ JWDC<l to the 1111· 
ttate touromnl:'nt tc.am. He a~ 17.9 points ftOO 10.1 iclJounds a.1 • ~ 
aod followed that up with a &We Clasi AAA•beit 24.8 i.corin, llDrnl e.i II junk,r while 
averqlog 11 rebouods. 

OIIUdio ~ hi.I wperb prep= with a briilllltlt teJUOf campaign. He avcrqed 24.3 pomb wul 
gru,bctl 13.4 rebound-i to~ as All--OVAC, All-Valley IOd All-W. Va. hOllOl'1 whfle bcln11 IICCOfrlcd 
honon,bla mention All-America. He wu the flnt Brnln to cam fint ieam lllktate in boy1• bukethall. 
GaudkJ wrpu8Cd the l,OCO mad In cartCtpoiolJ (1.874) aodcan:cr reboil eds (1,108), both Bruin rccoob. 

He oplc:d to contlnuc hi.I IICWCCIUC aod athJ.ctlc carc:cr at Peno Staie U11lvenity, wJcc he wa., plapcd 
by chronk bock problem, whlch required surgery. fo lJ)itc of the medkal woe1. Gaudio endured to tum 
ill a IOlW cnreer. During hl1 redshlrt tophomom acasoo, be avC!lj&aJ 9.4 points atJd 4.7 ~bounds a game 
111111 wm named recipicllt of the Loo Lamie MOil lmpintiOIW PlayCf Awiud. 

The fo!Jm,,,tng year, he, .r.ervod e.i '1.udeot rmlstant coadi while comp\ctlog bb llbernl ans degree with 
an emphash Oil 1111:hltccture. He rctumcd to play u a IC1llor and was s«oUll on the team In K:Or:111g with 
a 13.1 nvcxaged whi\c colkcted 6.4 ~bounds a~ durlna 11 21•7 raun:I ICUOO. 

Cal Giffin (OVAC 'Fomlly') 

Ctd Gf/111! (Bcllllire Hlib Sdru, Clan or 1947}. Clue of tbe legendary figum1 
lnvol.vod in the qJa't of bi&h mJOI. tract a!ld c= i;oontty ln the OVAC. 

Durlni hb 17' yean employed "' • ncha and cooch In the Bellaire Clty Sdx,oJ 
Ol:strict, Giffin was ooe of the fOUlldm alld the dlm:tc.- of the famed ~ Rclays. 
Cuing its .'i2-yea:r~. th: BcllAlre R.cbyl atmctcd maay~!Oblo·~ athlete, 
kl the Nci30ll Frid. At ooc time, lhe Bcllaile ~ "NU as lhe IC'Ufli. 
lncp tn.ck CTe:111 In the B~ S~. Hi1 ~ woo fl~ 0 :AC and dis1rict track 

~1¾i1:r~{~~~:!:i~jln~C:~~~- meets.Also 
Giffin', t1m,:-comumin.: wort. and contributlom lo the Ohio Valley Athlctic 

Coof=nce included II knD e.i ~ (l<J'IJ..74) aDll commimoncr of thc football and be:sktbaI1 officiab. 

tw'"=~T~6tA~=i'~1c~!:f~:~~~~C::: 
Athktic Boml, the Ohio High Sdx,oJ ~ Associlllion. the Ohio Fruball Coaches Associmoo lllltl the 
NllliontJ Colle~ Tract arid Flcl£I COEJCS As,ociaoon. He was voted lnta the Oruo 5tatc Tnick. Coache• 
Hall of Pamc hi 1972. Glff111 wm ~ two IIW1lmS ofmerlt from the OHSAAand, followUlll h!J death ln 
i<J'l.'i, he W1;.'J tclcciod fur II~ Aluoml Achlc\'eOlCll1 Awan:I by Wm Ubaty Stllle Collei'e- Giffin 
ICl'\-crl thc F..astan QbtoCcacbe, Auocilltioa u ~ os wcll u being thc lta!e vk::c ~ furib: Ohio 
Auocia1ioD of Trad~-

Athlctkally, Cal Wlll a thme-sprn ldtmnlm (foomaJJ, bauetbllll and trad) !It Bclbitc J-fltl). He plu)'Cd Oil 
tbc first Big Reib' football team In win II[) OVAC champl,oosbip (1946). He alw playaf fu lhe OhiO--Wcst 
Vlrgini.l AlJ.Stm" Foocbill Game In 1947. Glffl.n'1 ca=,r also leiJ hlm to the Mnrtlns Ferry Scbool District 
w~ be VflU the ruperV&ll"ofeleincmuy lllll ICCOl1da:ry education. Prom th=,hc: ~ thc prlllcipal of 
St. Clainvillc Hlgh School a.nd illtcr 11:tVCd 11t ~ of the St. Cbim~lle·Ric:bland Scmol. Dfstrlct. 
He m:elval bb If.A. in P..duc:nlloo froo, WC3l Ube:rty In 1951 alld his MIISterof Aru Degrtt In IChool llWllllr 
iilrntion from WVU in 1967. 
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Boyd Nelson CM<dlaJ 
Bo]d Nt1fson (Be~ High School, Clau of 1945). Nebon il)C!lt 41 yean in a 

obo(ompbcr wl1b The Tonti uadu In Ma:rtml Feny. Fellnw Jtllffeo md fricrds 
ha~ a,Jktl hbn 11 pku:)ecr, 11 kgcm IIOO, pemap:'l, th: grcalc:!t. i;ooowill ambaMador 
In th: ~•s history. His worlr;. behio:l tbe cairi,:n, acconmJll to ltWlY J,('(.;l high 
11(:hooJ coocbe:s, trip brln~ the spats wca-td alive to the~ ofTht TinuJ uader. 

Nelson, a quiet. UJU:JIUmini lllllll, let hb C11JDCJ11 00 hb talking for bl 01. No a.wgn. 
ment was too big oor too nxnial for Nelson, wbo hai:I the opporrunity In late pictures 
of iCVell U.S. pre,Wents fltXJI Hmry Truman lhoogh Ronald Rellgaii. Nclsoo chrool· 
cicd ocarly every lll.Bja- happenj:ng throughout the Ohln Val1cy and wm 11 fam.ilw" 
and much-wtlcomc: fiw;e lit high IChool, college and professk,llal ~a:mc.5 and matchi:1 
from the: start of Im career In the lal0 194/Js l1lllil hb retirement In 1988. As= poinled out QI lhe time of 
hl.J ibth In 2(()3, thcfe wun't II gynuw:lum. foolbrJI fickl or l=cball diarnood In The 1ima I..rolkr"1 COV• 

~

area.,,~ Nelsoo didn't~ ::,.imoll.'l of~ of llll age, mid t.bililiel.Amon~ the fut!= 
wioo.iil. grcats be ,;m'l::{Cd lncfuded hall uf farnm Phil Niclro and BIJI Munosli: basutball 
of famc:r Jobn Havlicd:, Joe Nlcbu, TDII SpmcCf, Olympic wrcstlcJ alld coacb Bobby Douglas 1111d 

AJiM ffomyu.:,_jult • IO mcntioo II few. 
Buyd'1 devotion to his WITT nbo miide him II role model a.nil an impiratlon to ll!piring acd ~ pho-

lo!l;l'apbenl aJ.ll,;c,. Nd:soo lhunnro the limellgbt th!ooprut his life desptt,e lbe urging, of oo--wlnCn and 
adi:niii::n lo cub" his~ iil '1alcwklc ~-All II l'C$Ult, tE: WU bypaued foe many aWJIM thal 
euily woold have ccmr hi.I way. Howe~. Uruted Pr= lntcrnatlooal be.po~ awards to JEW~ 
Jxt' Md ~ ~ in the cmiy l 97Cl'!I and th: very flnt boGorcc was llOllC cdcr than Boyd 
Ne.boo. When TM ThuJ uadrr ~ 11 ~ hl.wxy nf Eastern Ob\o In 1999, the bool was dedl
clllO:l to Nchon, 11 lifcloog Bclmonl: COUllly trildcoL He bepn his career fo!Jowing a "1nt In the U.S. Nary. 
He ICf\m a 1tfnt In the PbilippltleS during World ~ II. After retumlng oome, Nehon llttellded OhlO 
UniYcnil)' !OJ a year. Howe\U,iuia being b:im1 all II WTnilEI Intern by 'TM Timu Lroder, he llCver rctt.nctl 
to coUege 111:!d made~ bit lifetime p;uCculon. 

Richard 'Lefty' Hall (CoaclwsJ 

Rid,anl "Leftf Hrdl (Bune.sville Hl&h School, ClAU of 1959). Hall WU ooe of 
the most ruccessful two-~ coachn (b:ucb&ILlgolO in OVAC history, compllio& 11 
whopping 1,116 vlctoriel over a 34-year qian. 

He bcpn bl! ba:,chall coaclti.a.t! curecr II Powhatan Hlgh School for II year befnre 
takllli the llITTE post II St. Ollin.villc Hlgb School. bi hi,, 33 }'CNll with the Rn! 
Devils (1969-2001), hil tellfm a.cnasKd Ill ouLWl.ndin~ .'il.'i•320 recoro. 

With ~Lefty~ calling the lhoa from the dugout, SL Ow ville won ,even OVAC 
clwopioamlp1 !Ind made fiVt: Ohlo High School Atbletk: A=x:iutlon qlon.al tour• 
IWllCllt OppcamlCCI (1978, 11182, 1986, 1990 llJld 1997). Tbc Red Devil, l!dranced 
ta the llllte toumuncnt "Final FOllf' In 1997. SL O!IITTvUlc !Ibo won fiVt: Easlun Ohio Bueball Lea~ 
titia uodcr Hall'~ guidaocc. 

Hall llJ named OVAC Coach oftbc YC111 in 1991 and rccci~cd thc Jllllle accohide from the Eastern 
Dutrict thn::c time,, 1990, 199.'i and 1997, He IIOO ICrVed u 011C of the COl!Cbc.i In the Miruno All·Star 
SCl'iea in 1997, A uue bascbal.l ~junlli," llall WllS lnoocterl Into the Ohio HIV\ School Bueball Coache, 
Hall of FWIK: in 1996 and W113 named the Ob.lo Baseball Hall of F111n0 ~Man or the Yi:.u" ill 1999. 

Hall coaclled UX pla)"CB who &lgnei:I profadonal baseball c1Jlltl11cU, the ll.n lncludini Gerry Craft, 
Gene Cnttllno, Thd Rose, Scou B=thouae, Joe Slavik llJld Joe Dudek. 

In golf, "Lefty" COl!Cbro St Clainvlllc for 27 yem (1974-2000) , fioishlng wlth 1160l • l2J ittord. He 
bad tJuoe oubcaltn tum'> and also tutomi thmc "lfllOOJ that !ldvanced to the Ohio rute IOllt1ll'IJDCnL The 
Red Ocvih IIOO collected 14 OVAC iOU clwnpioo.mlp,. 

Hall, 11 Ufc.]nn& resident of Bllfll(.,vi]le, letkKtl tn ba$eball and tn1ek wh!\e performing for the 
Shamrocb. He gr2duated from Oblo Univenlty. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Warren Pugh comdatsJ 

Wlll'fl.'11 "N(l(lkU!" Pugh IThe Llnsly School, Class of 1920). The Wheeling Island 
resident who died in 1983 at the age of 81 sen>cd lhe coaching and officiating profession 
very well and also was an outstanding contributor to his committee, 

As an official, Pugh served as a football and basketball referee for ovt'f 40 years, In 
football, he worked m both high school nnd college, indudlng the West Virginia 
Interco!legiate Athletic Conference and West Virgi11ia University, Pitt and Perm State. A 
basketball official for more than 4CJ vearn, Pugh officiated high sdmol and college con
tests. In 1933 and 1934, he worked t11e entire West Virginia state high school basketball 
tournament, his partnern bcinE,Judge P.Jul Camilleui the first year and Dink West fa!! the 

fi~fw.Jf;~ 1:::8~:~~t
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Shadyside Relay!! and the West Virginia Secomlarv School Activities Commission. Pugh conducted officials' 
clinics i11 several sports and wrote a 11ewsir.iper serie's on officiating. Pugh also was a Red Cross instructor in water 
safoty and lifo-savmg for over 50 years. Iii his youth, he was recognlzc<l as a tri-state diving champion and was 
known to 111any people in Wheeling for divmg off the Sus~nsmn Bridge into the Ohio River. He peiformed 
that feat for the first time on Labor D~y during the state fair held when he was a teenager. He repeatcii that dive 
on several other occasions during his youth. He coached swimming at his al111a mater The Unsly Schoo! for 
nearly three decades, guiding the Cadets to 26 OVAC championships, indudin~ 25 in a row. 

Pugh was also a tremendous athlete, es~cially as a footba!l p13yer. He atten&:d Alderson-Broaddus College 
in Philippi for two years and Flayed football before tr.rnsfenins to Davis & Elkms College when: was a stelfar 
fullback and center for Hallo Fame Coach Cam Henderson.Smee eligibility rules never really e:tlsted i11 those 
days, Pugh played four years at D&E .. His community service included 15 years as Wheeling's Recreation 
Director, two tenns as Ohio County Sheriff and sl,; years as an Ohio County Commissioner. Pugh was induct• 
ed into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame ( 1981)), the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame (1984) and 
now the Ohio Valley Alhleuc Conference Hal! of Fame. 

Phil Niekro (Athlete • 1950s) 

Phi( Niekro (Bridgepmt Hlgh School,Class of 1957), The Baseball Hall of Pamer got 
his athletic start with the Bulldogs where he was a three-sport perfonnel'. Besides base
ball.he wa~ a football end and basketball forward and a teanimate of fellow OVAC Hall 
of Pamer John Jfavllcek. 

Nlcknanu:d "Knucksie~ because of his staple pitch, the knuckleball, which he kamed 
from his father, Niekm was a four-year Bulldog pitchel' with a 17-1 career record. Hls 
only loss was 1-0 to Tiltonsville in 1954, his freshman year, when fcl!ow Baseba!l and 
OVAC Hall ofFamer Bill Mw:emski hit the game-winning home run. TI1e 1955 Bulldog 
team shared the East Ohio Lca1,>t1e title with Martins Ferry. In a 94 Ohio sectional tour• 
nament win over St. John's, Niekro won the game in relief and belted n 1wo-run single. Bridgeport, however, 
was halted in the finals by Shadyside, u team twice defeall..>d by the Bulldogs. In 1956, Nickro and the Bu!ldogs 
defeated Steuhem·ille Central, 7-1, in the Class A district tournament alter sectional wins O\'er Barnesville and 
St. Clairsville. Bridgeport bowed to East Liverpool in the district finals. As a senior, Niekro tossed a four-hit
ter and struck out JO lo a4-2 win over Steubenville Central for the OVAC Ohio-side title. He earllcr hurled 1111 
8-2 win over East Liverpool !n the Class AA district semilinab. Unbeaten Steubenville Central halted 
Bridgeport, 6-1 i11 the finals. 

Niekro, who also played for the Bridgeport Legion !Cam and Blaine in the summer Twilight League, wa.~ 
signed by the Milwaukee Braves for a $500 bonll5 at a 1958 tryout camp in Bellaire. 

In 1964, he started a 24-ycar major league career with the Braves, New York Yankees, Cleveland Indians 
and Tomnto Blue Jays. He had a 318-274 career record whlle appearing in 864 games and striking out 3.342 
h3tters, eighth on the all-time charts. He hurled a no-hitter and won five Golt.I Glm·es and was named to live 
All-Star teams. The Braves honored him by erecting a bronze statue in front of their home stadium and, in 
1997, he was inducted into the Ba~cball Hall of Fame. He resides in the Atlanta area. 

Bob Hummel (Athlete. !%Os) 

Bob Hummell (Moundsville High School, Class of 1966). TI1is 6 ft. 3 guani W3S a 
scoring machine for Moundsville High School before taking his vast hoop talents to West 
Virginia University. 

Hummell finished his stellar four-year prep career with 1,941 points, good for a 22.6 
per ~ame average. That average still ranks si~th among Class AAA playef!i in the state. 

Hls senior year was one for the reconl books at the Marshal! County school. He poured 
!n 897 point~ in 25 games for a 35.9 aver,1.ge, which is tied for the highest average in 
Class AAA archives. 

Moreover, hi11 scoring antics translated into team success us Moundsville finished as 
state nmncrup in Class AAA, the school's first state final since 1920. Hummell torched 
Richwood for 45 markers in the state semifinal game. He established the Moundsvll!e single-game scoring 
mark with53 points in a win against Follansbee. Hummell was chosen as the West Virginia "Player of the Year" 
by the Mo11santown Touchdown Club while also being named captain of the Class AAA all-state team, all
OVAC and Scholastic Coach All-America. He also was a top-notch baseball player for Moundsville, earning 
second-team all-state honors as a pitcher. 

Following his glorious stay at Moundsville, Hummell joined the WVU hoop squad and he wasted no time in 
making his presence felt. Hummell led the WVU frosh team i11 scoring with a 242 averuge, inclnding a 45 • 
point outburst against Maryland and 41 against Duquesnse. In those days, freshman were ineligible by NCAA 
rules fmm playing on the varsity level. 

He went on to 1werage 12.9, 15.5 and 14.0 points a game the following three seasons, all of which he served 
the Mountaineers as a starter. Hummell was the team·s captain hi senior season. 

Hummell totaled 1,137 point~ in his WVU career, placing him seventh in school annals at the time his career 
ended in 1970, he wus an adept free thmw shooter, hitting at 1111 80.7 clip for his career. Hummell - who had 
14 games of20 or more points - was selected to the 1966-75 all-time WVU hoop team. 

Ed Burgy (Atldete. 1971SJ 

Ed Burgy (Bellaire High School, Class of 1971). TI1is funnel' Big Reds' star remains 
the measunng for P.rep baseball greatness in the Ohio Valley. 

While also stanin in football and basketball at the Guernsey Street school, Burgy 
distinguished • rep baseball pfayer io OVAC annals. 

• • complished tliem in just three seasons 
until Burgy's sophomore season. 

Known for his ove endous shortsto 
and poweri'ul hitter. 

~f~ ~k~~. stITTili! most wins ever by a Big Reds' rlt~~r,:ei~ ()~snrili~ ~~:~ 
iTs~~i~s::i~;~ii!/;.s~JJi~~b!!ntth'! ~:(:~!~jca~:1 ~~~k~t'Th~n:!.J~~~ ri ht-hander walked 
just 31 ballers in his career anti went eight straight games wi~out issuing a base on balls. ~c carved out state 
reconls with a minuscule 0.13 ERA for a season anil an 0.63 ERA for a career. His thirtl OHSAA record was 
for hurling 16 shutouts. Burpy ulro set an Ohio Valley mark with 23 strikeouts in a IO-inning no-hitter 
versus River. He was also a ueadly hittcr. Burgy owns Bellaire High records for hits in a game (6), triples in 
a season (8) and career triples (12). 

Bu!W also was a stellar, four-year football p,:;rfonner for coaches Rudy Sharkt:y and Jake O!savsky. He was 
a slashnl ronnlngback until his scnlor season. Olsavs!:r opted to swit.ch Bu~ to~arterback, a move that paid 

Win~~vil~<oiJ?t'le~rM~:=i~~he~.!:~ehl ty t~l:: ~tn1tv~i?o~
0

to =aJi~~v~i~y~~ 
Baltimore Colts. Bu11,,y was a multl-talcnted hoopster. Starting for three seasons, he poured in 1,197 p_oinl~, u 
total that still r.rnks seventh on the all-time school scoring card. It was sccood only to legendary Lee Patrone 
when Burgy hung n& the Big Red sneakef!i. He was a first-team AU-Valley Big School honoree his sophomore 

an~i:iorw~~;th-~;rJ~ i~h~\~~J~~r1:rkM!~
1
~.rsr S:i~rl.~er:~ in the Mets' fann s Skm, 

first in %iri,>inia followed by a stop in Pompaoo (Fla,) and Mcmphis.1fe had 1? wins in one season and fanned 
20 in one ganie. 
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Bob Gain (Athlete~ 1940s} 

Bab Guin (Weir High School, C!a'-!I of 1947). A11 all-time great on the hlgh school, 
college and professional levels, he started his football career for the Red Ridern and 
twice earned first team A!l-OVAC honors as a lineman and was honored on the 1946 A!l
W,Va. selections. 

In 1969, he was selected as a 'Modem Era' defc11si,·e tnckle on an All-Time Ohio 
Valley football team selected by The Intelligencer newspaper. In 2005, he was honOl'ro 
on an All-Time W.Va. high school team selcc!ed by Tiie Fairmont Times newspaper. 

At Weir High, he was the largest all-~tate honoree at 6-2, 210-poumls and wns a two
way tackle as well as handling punting and kickoff duties. His late coach Curl Hamil! 
never singled out his best Red Rider football product but always slllrted hb list with Gain, a four-year startc: 
ll!ltl his most honored pmtcge. 

Gain is regarded as the grettrest lineman in University of Kentucky, where he wns a three-time AU 
Southea~tem ConfcrenL-e honoree and a two-time first teani All•America choice in 1949 and 1950. As a seo 
ior, he wun the Outland Trophy as the nation's outstanding lineman, the first from the SEC so honored, anl 
one of <mly two fmm the Ohio Valley. The other Outland Tmphy honoree was the University of Iowa's CalviI 
Jones from Steubenville High. Playing for the legendary Paul "Bear" Bryant at Kentucky, the Wildcats wen 
33-10-2 in Gain's four seaso1L~ and he was CO<llptain of the JO-I record team that upset national champior 
Ok!almma in the 1951 Sugar Bowl. Gain was the No. 5 choice - the highest ever for !l!I OVAC athlete - ir 
the first round of the 1951 NFL Dr.ill: by the Green Bay Packer!i. However, he opted for Ottaw.i in the CR 
before starting a 12-year NFL career with the Cleveland Bmwm, The five,time Pro Bowler wns a starter or 
three NFL chamJionship teams under legendary coach Paul Brown in 1954, 1955 and 1964. 

The Cle\·e!an area resident has been inductctl into seven Halls of Fame - College Football, West Virginii 
Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, University of Kentucky, Oeveland and Akron Halls and Clew!an, 
Browns' Legends Hall. 

Lee Patrone (Athlete~ 1950s} 

Lee l'atrou" (Bellaire High School, Class of 1956). For 50 years, Patrone was the all
time leading career scorer in Big Reds' history with J ,842 points in three seasons. He led 
Bellaire High to tllree straight sectional lilies with won-lost marks of 184, 20-3 and 19-
4 while averaging 2.l.5, 26.7 and 32.9 points per game each season. lfo 27.1 point career 
u·erage remains a school record, 

The two-time lirnt tenm All-OVAC honoree, and an All-Ohio first team honoree by 
TI1e Associated Press as a senior, he was a scoring machioe with 57 career games over 
20 points, including all 23 as u senior, and he had 2B straight games in which he scored 
at least 20 points. 

He tallied 54 points twice in a game in 1956, including his final game while playing with an injured led 
against Martins Ferry in the district tournament title game. Ferry prevailed, 91-87, while surviving a limping 
Patrone•~ heroics. Earlier, against a Bridgeport team featuring Basketball and OVAC Hall of FameJ" John 
Havlicek, he converted 25 goals. His 299 guals in a season remain~ a school standard. 

After a brief stay at Ohio State, the stocky 6-0 guard cnm!led at West Virginia University in 1957 and led 
the l958 freshman team in scoring with a 20-point norm.A member of the 1959 NCAA rullller-up team led by 
All-American Jerry West, he was second to West i11 1960 team scoring with a 14.2 per game no1111 and was 
named to three a!l-tonmament reams; NCAA regional, Southern Conference and University of Kentucky. A 
Virginia sportswriter described him as "good enough to he cocky and cocky enough to he good." 

As a senior, he was a thini team AH-AmeJ"ica houoree hy Helms Foundation. He ended his career with i,{128 
points •- tlien seventh best in WVU history. 

After gmduation,he taught and coached five seasons at Wintersville High School where his first 1969 team 
went 144 and 1972 team W3S 16-4. After retiring, he relocated to his current home in Florida. 

Harry Wilson (Athlete - 1960s) 

Hurry Wil'$1m {Stcubenvi!lc High School, Class of 1963). This former Big Red star 
r-.rnks with the elite running backs in OVAC history. 

His gridimn career nt Steubenville wa~ nothing short of spectacular. His ability to 
cany the football took him to a staning mle at the Uoivmity of Nebraska and a short 
stint with the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles. 

The 5 ft. II, 190-pounder was also a safety and kick returner for Big Red, but 
rushing the football is what Wilson did best. 

He carried !lie Big Red to a 9-1 mark his senior seawn, a campaign in which the 
Jefferson Connty charges pocketed a prired 14-8 win over heralded Massillon. Wilson 
p-.tred the Ohio Valley in botl1 rushing yards and scoring with 1,756 infantry stripes and 23 touchdowns. The 
former standanl is a modem day school reconl for a JO-game campaign. 

His achievements garnered him Ohio "Back of the Year" designation by both the AP and UPI in Class AA, 
which Wll.'I the largest class hack then. He was named first team all-Ohio and a Scholastic Coach AU-American. 
Wilson was almost as dominating his junior year. The "Steubenville Stumper" ruwed for 1,586 yards and 
scored 28 touchdowns and 168 points in JO games. He was selected first team all-Ohio by AP as a safety while 
also earning all-OVAC and all-Valley laurels. 

Wilson - who wmi also nicknamed "Lighthorse"- enjoyed a sparkling career at Nebraska. He led the 
Comhuskers in rushing his junior and senior seasons, finishing his career with 1,702 yards and a stellar 5 .0 per 
cany average. 

He w-.is named unanimous all-Big Eight ~s a senior and honomble mention All-America by UPI. He has the 
distinction of playing in three major bowl games -Cotton, Orange and Sugar. 

After his playing days in Lincoln, Wilson was selected in the third round of the 1967 NFL dr.ift by the 
Eagles. He spent three years with the team ns a backup running back and kick returner. 

Bruce Smith (Athlete - 1970s) 

Bruce Smith (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1976}. He is at the top of the list 
when ii comes to distance running us a four-time Ohio state champion who set countless 
meet, valley and school recon.ls along the way. 

In cross coll!ltry, Smith was a three-time All-Ohioan (1973, '74 and '75), capturing 
first place at the state mi.-et in both his junior (9:43.0) and senior (9:33.4) scasom after 
placing se\lenth (10:05.D) as a sophomore. His time in 1975 was the state rc(:onl nt the 
time. 

As both ajonior and .'ienior, he also finishetl first in the sectional, district, OVAC anti 
Belmont County meet~ and finished undefeated both years, As a sophomore, he was 
second in !lie sectional, district and county meet and third in the OVAC. 

He w-.is a three-time All-Eastern District and A!l-Valley honoree in cross country as well. 
In tr.ick, Smith earned All-Ohio stains two times (1975, '76), winning the state championship in the two

mi!e run both years. He posted a time of 9:11.1 as a senior after winning in 9:3LI as a junior. He also placed 
seventh ut the state event as a sophomore (9:39.9). 

He finished firnt in the sectional and district meets all three years, winning the county event twice and 
finishing as nlllller-up once. In OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one-mile run and finished third in tl1e 880-
yard nm as a senior; and capttuw the two-mile nm as both a sophomore and junior. 

Smith garnered All-Eastern District and All-Valley laurels tliree times in track. 
In the two sporu at Martins Ferry, Smith was part of four undefeated teams, three sectional and district 

championship teams, one OVAC chanipionshlp team and three OVAC runner-up teams. 
Smith wa, also a long-time com~titor in most area road races, including several years as the top local 

runner in Ille Elby's Distance Race (now the Ogden 20K Classic). 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Wendy Baker (Athlete. 198()s) 

l1md;,&iu(EISt LI~ High Scmol,Class of 1939).A~ Wllllout foc 
c Lady Pottas, e.teellin& In beth basutbrJI and ,oflball. 
Do the euw1, we W1'I • fOOf-yi= vonlty pcrlormc:r, ~ the first J)U'ycr In 
-bool ~ to e.tCCCd I J)Xl = poml:J, furuhlog whh 1,127 lllllicll. As • senior, 
IC IIYallgal 21.5 poinlll l'ief pme. Bakr also excdJed defffl!ivcly, posting 291 Clfec:r 

e:ab lncludlni IJ.'l IIS II &enior. 
As a lrnior, !be WlS II ICCOlld lelll1l nll-Ohlo Ohisicm I ICk:ction who - ldectcd to 
ay in the McDonald'11 AII-StarClusk in Cotumbut. She Ml also OVAC Cla.u 4-A, 
imict 5, Divisloll 1 find AU-Columbiana County uftiir=- of the Yc:zir". She WM lllw l!tl 
JJ-OVAC mid Afi-&u,tem District fint team choke u • jo.mkr IIOO 1D1 a1l--Oi.strlct bcnnble meot1on 
cl: IIS ll. wphomoce. 
On th0 diamood, BKef"11 = pitcillng numben Included 49 victories and 226 strikcwts and .400-pl.us 
11:tmg average. lkr senior -.son numbm included • Jnfty An lfVaa8C Wlli whb eiomc ~ve 
tchlng numhcni - 19 victories, 117 !trilroutJ and a 054 E.RA. Shi, br.ttctl .483 at a junioc v.ith 32 RBI 
idhlld 109 pftching wins, rcpsterlna 109 striu:outslOOa l.77 ERA.As• ~.the hit A22. 
Bak.er'■ ~ 1111-.tar hooon lll.:luded ~ All-Ohio {flm team 11S a ICDkc', ICCOlld t=m 111 • 

nkir); and two-time AIJ-OVAC Clim 4-A. 
Sbe attended ',1/hocling Co0ege and played b,nktball foc two~. 11.'Uring 882 poillll 111:li ~, 182 
W1 during that time. Sbe gmEd lint team All--W~ V"QEini.l lntcrcolle~ Athletic Conf=:ncc bonon u 
wphoolorc after iaiol:ng mocnble mention IIS II msb:man. 

Jeff Snedegar (Athlete. t990ol 

Jdf S,udqru (Buckeye Trul Hlgb School, ctau of 199.'l). He put up lofty 
.uniicn dnrin11 hi& four-year jfkfboo =· culmin&tlo! bt bis selection aa the AP 
II-Ohio DlvWoo V Offcm:lve Player o( the Yar ao:l fulli;hJnjl in roooer-up In th:: 
Jting for0tuo·, MMr. R:olballM 1wwd foOowins bli ftCnior IC8SOO. 

A 6 ft. 3, 210.pound four-year lettcnnan Ill: QUart,:rbad.: acd Uncbacker for the 
/llmOl'll, ~ ~ml up 7 J)Xl yardJ offenslvtlriacd rc:j[mred 673 tr.ckles cm defense. 
c aho earned ,;ea:md team All--OWo follow his sophomcn, IOO junin.- yca:n and 
..-i • thrc::c-time AIJ-.Ea.,tcrn Dutrict md AlJ-0 AC Rkction. 

At • BCD:ioc, he led Tnill ID Its fint mid only Of-lSAA playoff appcaran,;::e (the 
Tankn fin Wied with an 11·2 ovtnll n:anl. winning two games bef~ kmng In the 
;VWOII V 1We ICJU!flnab to Wcllivillc). 'f1wyca:r,hc paled for vmal WU then a~ record 1,769 }'JfWI 
bile~ for 1/Jll yani., for II cootlJtned toW of 3,300 yanb. He pllltlclpmd In 212 defouive uop:, a.'I 

""""· Sn.c:dcpr w11:i also a tl=c·)= letterman In baskc:LbtJI (be didn't p\.lly u II jwuoc), flllimln& fcurth on 
rail'~ a]~ acorln11 list with 834 points and third In career reboondinj with 561. He averaged 16.1 
:1~['.g~ iu e. acnlor, c.rnloa 'f)Cdlll mention AP All-Ohlo u well e.s fll'it team All·Eutcrn Dimkt 

Toe 2000 Buckeye Trail lWI of Fame ~ "'i:ot on~• stellar c:areeJ e.t thc Ulliverdty of Kcnnrly 
199&-99), earning fuur lctkrS a, an outsid::: linebacl;er. A, • frc:unnwi, he boo 42 tldlc!I, !llCb:1 three aaines 
HI was Mmed the oulstlmd.lng i:oecia1 tC1cmll' playtt and be followi:d tJl.11 up with 97 ladles 11:i 11. IIOJXX)
K)J'C:. SDCdey;ar had 63 ~ ml frur ucb IIJ II junk.-, ~ Kenndy to en Outback Bowl berth whcfc 
: recorded f 1 tM:kk:t hi a lou to Penn Sblc UolveniTy. In Im ffual year Dl UK. be bDd 84 ta::k1ci, four &aeb 
:id two l~,cmning hbn dcfens.Jve MVP bonon.. He WIU 81:lcdc:d lo the Afi.SouJbeaR Conf=ict: 
pad e.nd was oamed lo the AIJ.Amerlcan Pami Football Team by ~ Fmmbli Maptlne. 
Sn.c:dcgu wu algnc,;i by the Mimnl Dolphlm of the Nfl. in 200) u M uodrulcd free 1£elll, 

Class 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc 

Nick Bedway (Medial 

Nld 8--, ~ Cami HlJh Sdnil, Dau of JIJ58). One d thc 11Q
0

1 JPm 
tnltiJc lll<I i:mif.: new~ IJDtlp:mialisll for fiTC d,:Qdct,!Je hu bmi 00 the~ f!I 
lllllCrWIOVACeTallllUICe \960. 
AM lllad!nJ Welt Ubcny Stale Col1eif' for me year, Ir jomed Qie Wbe,illng N~Rqiffl 

11 ropy boy in )960. ln::r ib-'lt.'fe"', bcjolocd The lnldJl~ IU/Iu I~. in ]967, 
~ny join:,d thc Ne1n-Rrj!Sla'IUJfhcadal by Bill 'llllfb'Tr lll<I wu ~ toAsaocitic 
-pcm Edin" In 1971. Bed~ became N•R 5p;,rt, 6lil<lr In l 'll.l NJi ......., JWned E.uaitm:, 
-pcrn l:.dlbx of The ~Repic:r In 20CO, • pootb:i be hdd lllllll Ir id:nd In 
OCl.'I. He llllh;nd daily IOd Simday ~ co1unm cntkkd "Nid:'1 f'bc:book" al!d a!ao 
/Jole co!m:nn:'I 00 a:rea ao[f. bow Im;, coiltac IJDtl, ootibn IIJd \he ~ Na!ktl' hodey 
:lllll, The OVAC media prl<le 'l/llS ~ lil Bru11111y In 19'.l'.I. fu ae:rnd • c,:,.pttilld)' ~ofQie OVAC Rooy 
,twnley AIJ.SW!"Gamc from Ju lnr.:eption ill 1'172 mtil 199J. Bcdny abo ICl'lrou !he OVAC uaodlnp' lblUlld.m In 
:lOlhlll.,OOJllll<I ~~ M.tlllltball forlll(ffthlll2'i yan. 

Bcuw:ay &er-Rd one term In 1977 .. prm:bt or !he W. ¼. Spcru Wliti:D AB:rlrtloll IOd ra:cin-d tbe Oeoc 
~All'Ud In 199.l frollltill ~. 1-1,, wu illduded J.llD the 0g,m. ~ 20KOaaric HaJ\offam,, 
~ 2006 m1 !he Mcdll Wms of the Ohio BMebill Hall of Fam: In I IJ96. He JWil:e n:1 lcla'ICd lo ICl'n .. th: Hco:nry 
lcf= fQ- lbc w. Vas~ Si:J; CbA AAllMC chawpb:ohlp footb11Il ~ held 11 Wb:cllil& Wa,:d Stadium. 

&:tway n:1 lhe maupa1 reclp.ait of tbe Fa1bi:r Johr, Leifer Awwrl l<r a lifctmlc of suppllt to local 1?W ar.d you:th 
tfth:: Obkl Valley ml recdved th:: Spirit milndenhip A'tli"Uli ftml the Upper Ohio Valley Daffa" ~ O!lb. He al5o 
m =i.veil twm1t from the Wb::dJni Socca Auoc1l1lon. Allcgbaiy MOllll!ltn Dumd U. S. TCIIIIIJ ~. 
~F\:1'l I AI1mCM1 LeJlooBMtblllbu,~y PZ11iMcn'1 Od!Oub,1:11.d lhc Ohio 'h&J Golf~. 
\. put n,rmbcr of lhe Wbediua; Hllil o( Pam: Oanmltttie IOd ranrnt n,::nibcr or !he OVAC. Hall or Fmie ~. 
bt.-.y a11o 1111ctM with tbe Wbx1mJ Lioa:s aoo am~ 1n 2r.m. lbc u:oimd Jlll're!tAWllll. thc hip::st Uan 
IDDOl't:mo--i in Wal Vlfilnla. Ommtly lliedmpta ~ m;J Boln:I ofDRdln' IDClllbcr,bclm .:n'l'rl• lllfllilll 
~ dlimor, dllpll:r puldenl., fifll VU.~ mi Tall l'wiSkr. Marled -4, ~ Ill thc form:,r Judy Kmnl, tbe 
~ had !'.our chllJm:i an:! bilve fl TC~. 

Dennis Swearingen (Athlete. t98()s) 

Dm,dr S-'qffl (M.iutJm Fary Hlgh School, Oau of 1982). Ila CIIIDCd 10 
nnity k:ttcn In four JJIOl'U, inalin,v: his biggest marb In r~ and butctball. 

{n foolbalJ, be WU II three-year lettmriiii IIJ lltilrtl:ng quartcroaclJdefcmiYll bei:k, 

""""""' 1;16 '""'""'""ml 1190- nohim< - -· lho Pwplo llldm to• c:ombioed 2l-9 rm:rd, fucllldlng a·wortc,, lo:£J n:mk. in his~ 5CIISOO, 
Pary't f1m. pcrfc,ct ia:on:I in 20 fellr1. On dcfcnsa:, be wu cm:llicd with 125 UIClles 
mxl bad II pm.I ~om. He was II rwo.timc fim lcllm AP All-Ohio C1ass AA 
dcfClllive bad;, =ing ll'COIE. team .U-nar booon DOOi UPI both yem 11:i well. He 
11.UO pmerc:d fin1. lcalllAJl-OVAC ClauAAA,All-F.mcm Dhtrict ClusAA md All- ...._ 
Valley OCQ('D twice. Following bi.I tcnlor .cuon, SwcarlngeQ wu named l 
~ Prep All-AlIICriam. an U8:icotuo ValJcy Dapper Dan □ub spcclal hooore,: and partlcips1i:d In 

the i~~ Afi-~tllr ~ \hree-ft31' ruwter 11:l)d ] ,(00- • Clffa' ICOrtt and he WlU B. key mcm
bcrofFcny't squad~ pJded 1120-5 rc:canl IOO advanced 1o ft:1 Ohio □MAAA reltlonll rl!WJ IJiAthcm 
In 1982. Scoring 14.7 POiilU per pm: B.:J • aenillf, be we.s named fin:t teamAIJ-OVAC"Clau AAA(~), 
Afi-Ohtrict l2 and Ail-Vallcv III well u secmd tc.m All-Eulan District Um AA. He p{syal In both the 
OVAC and DbJ:Tict 12 Ail-b Games. At• km:illf. Swcari:ngc:D 11vaaged 18.9 polnn: per plllC mid wu 
llllmcd firat tcamAII-OVAC Ollll AAAIOOAU.DJ.mict 12, ICCOlld team AIJ.Eastem Dutr!ct □cm AA WJd 
third team All-Valley. 

SWCMiogcn also wm II three--year \cttcmuln In balchal.l, carnllli All-OVAC C1ast AAA bollon twice. He 
abo Jetkfcil in trrl u. tcnk,r. 

Swcui.oie:n ~ OIi io a sicllar fouraz_!~I CltCd' a1 Ohio Ullivenhy. IJWIWfng in 1986 IOO pos:1. 
1iouln2 b:lnuelf In the qi five on the • 1111--tlme pacing list In 10 ~ (tbrouah 200.'!). He Ii 
8CCOOO In pass attempts ma~ (57) md tcawn (383); th:lnl In pw complclfum ror • p:me (31) md ~
too. (19.5) iu well 11,1,U_~ for II tcllSOD (13); (<Xll'tb In yanis ~_g fora game (15.'!), -,n {2J)j6) 
andcamcr(3J.(J7) a,. well~ piw at1cmplJ (569) mi complctlom (3!2) for a=. and flJih In carc:e:rpm&
lng yams (1,267). 

Bill West (Athlete. 1990ol 

sm, ff-nt (Butlqc J..ocaI High Scrool. □a.n of 1993). He made bis bla;iett 
impact OC1 the football field,~ All-Oh1o honor,~~. iocllll1ing twice M 11 

firntcauJilclectlon. 
Wc&t also was II tl:ee-tiuEAII-OVAC ~ (1990, '91 and '92) md 11 tt.u-time 

All-Elltcrn District plcl; (lint team in '91 and '92, i=ond am in '90). He also par
ticipakd In the Rudy MumJey,OVAC Cbarity Afl-Stllr Foothill Oamc follcr,,ing his ...... ~ . 

Af\cr 11m1ing !1111 f~ at Buckeye North, where he nuhcd for 900 ymtll despite 
mis.'IIPII ™1-plus gm-no due to injury, he put up tome ultnl--~ive munbcn a1 the 
newly-consolidalc:d Buckeye J..oca1 Hlah School. 

He finishro with what &till M.Vl(b pa ~l-m::ord 4,658 y.id,, Inc haling II linpc-,cason ctfoo ofl,846 
}'W-111:i • 9CIU(lf. He a1so had 1,719 ynnb a. 11.Junior B.Dd 1,Q93 u II toph,:xnore,. He aha UWD1 m oflhe kip 
5CVe11 lndlvkh.ial gma:: ro:sb:ing record, « B~ J..ocal, hcab:I by a whopping 335-yard ~ ~~ 
Martini Ferry bi 1991 (JCCOOd dl.-tlme). 
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West tcOl'Cll 352 p:rints on thc gridiroo, includlni l .'12 in hi:a final -.,ioo. 

Durlna; hl.1 Ihm! ycnn with the: Panlhcn, th,:, 1eam compiled • 284 combined rc:conl (9-2 In 1990 ,10- l i.o 
(991 and 9-J In 1992), making thc p{ayotl'5 twice Afld ll!lm}W]y minlt!i on II thinl. 

West WO lcttcrcd three yenn in Ind 100 t-wo In ba,letball for the Paothen. 
He WM II. four-year letterman Ill: the UniY=ity of Plruro{gh. ru:rting for three yeID and cem.ing All-Big 

E4st '"Offeo:rivc Player of the Year" hooon u a wphomore (1994) after ft"-placbtg All-Amcrlcan lllilbllck 
amts Martin in game rwo 11.11d rualuna f{I' 1.358 yl!nb, nflh on thc all-time Wigle•= rmhlng list. A 
Panther trl-captain u a ICJ\lor, West fl:n:isbal e.s thc lilehool'1 fourth all-ti!I'C lutllng imbcr with 2,803 yanh. 

Donna Joseph (OVAC 'Family') 

DoRu Josqh (Sbwfysldc High School, C1us of 1964). A le:l'ldct io the OVAC 
tnlck led CI'O!I country community for threedcclldcl, lbe e.ho coochcd girl, tnrl and 
boys IOO girl.I cros.s coonny at llima nwa Sbady!;!de High School from 1983-98. 

A rc:giltctru ll1lct. II.lid crm8 c:oontry official for JO }'C-lllll, lh0 w.rted worldo& ~ 
Giffin OVAC Trad: Mew in the early 1970s and cOlltinue1 to &em: u dlrc:ctar of 
the □1111 A·AA meet, a porit.ion she started In the mld-l98Cb. 

She =ntly ls dwrpcnoo of the OVAC Track C.ommltk:e with ovc.r 15 years on 
the bo.m md b co-cblll:rpcnon of the OVAC Cnm Country Committee with over 
20 yem oflCO'icc with thc group. 

A red[licnt.. akiog with husband Butch J05epb, of the Cal Giffin OVAC Tnid. Service Awud, r.hc also 
~ been acth'e with the Ohio As:socilltlon ol Trm:k and Cros.s Country CG!IL'Dl:.II. 

She ill prcs.e:ntly the ~ e.nd mc:mben.hlp d:wl:rpeaon of the OAT&.CCC and 1crves cm tho 
Executive BoMtl of the ltatcWidc orpnizat.lon. Donna and Butch htndlc the ~ fllf the annual 
tnicl; clink attended by en atimz.icd 1,700 coachn. 

Sbe IICr>'ed e.s Med Manager for the Mldwe31. Meet of C'bllmpioru when Ohio bostcd the event Ill Oblo 
Wcskyan Colleie and IUSO 1CTVed B.1 Ohio conch ·t11bcn tJw rocct wu cooteited In lndiarapoll.1, Ind. The 
J=-pbs were •warded the Ed Barker Awanl thiJ yer,r from the: OAT&.CCC. 

Be,kln track llJld crou country, Danna e.ho has scr•ed Oil the committee, 11.fld worked thc mmual Sam 
Mumlcy OVAC Buklball All-St.u games md the Rudy Mumlcy OVAC Football AII-Sl.ilr gtmCJ. Sbe 
abo e.ssL1tcd with tho OVAC Volleyball TOUflWll,CJIU mid team it.wdinwi. The 1964 Sbadydde High 
graduate caroed hcrdcirc:c fmm Obio Stllte Univenity in 1968 Md hcrma.,tcr's &grc:e In 1983 from Oh.lo 
Univcnity. Sbe WI.II e. rn.etbematkl ln.muctor Ill Shadyside from ]91,g-'.IH. 

Earl Klevins (OIDclalsl 

&If Dnw (Warwooo Hlgb School, CS- of 1934). One of the Ohio Valley'• mnst 
pmmlneot fooiblll[ tnd buktmil officia!J dorinJ 1 33,yea,- Cllttr from 1933 Ill 1973. 

Klnilll ~ Wbc:clln1 Hlib Sdlool for= 1.11d a hili )'Qf"I bcfcn ~ to 
Warwood Hlgb, from whlch he~ ill l'.l'.14. He plll;'CU b!ih ac:b,xil bukctbllll at both 

"""""· Earl l1tcPlhl Bet/111:11.J Colkie ~ be playw footbllll 1111d buutball a1oo, with com-
pctloj ln tntl llllller tcacndtry cOldi John KniJbt. 

KJe,.•lnl officiakd ia hJJ lblll batetball ~ lo JIJJS aJ lhc Mlldboo iYJllllllium. Toi, 
~ on lhllt oc,;;ailon w= ~ Hlpi IOO B~ IDl 1111 olfJCbtill11 putuer 
wu anoihtr OVAC Hall of Faiu: IIlrnlbtt. ibc J;atc Wabi:r Heil. Thirty-five ye.n 1akr 1lrh:n he 1wna up hil 
whlstlc, Kkvi111 had officl&lcd ill~ lhllll 1,.300 hmketbaJI pia an.I 570 foolball plJICI oo the hJih ICbool tnd 
colleglatc level. 

AJoug wtth '"1'In11,1111 OVAC olfrlal, Klevinl offlcitletl ~ ill the Sow.hem Crokrmce, the Wen VlrJin!,i 
I~ Athktlc Conf=nce m.l rot IIW)J other colk1e1 in the trt-wte '""°· 

fu lllx, pbytd profesricmlly with ti-., WbeelloJ B1- hul:.:!ball lcml Cid WU l loaJ-tinlc partk~ In locuJ 
hu:p:odaltleqia-.Jnmmnentl. 

KJcvlm wu a ioq•time IWldout on lbe m,:, knniJ cnwu. winnln1 many local, repollll an:1 lllltlonal totQllll

~. In 19n, P.ul and bis par1i1er ';1{1)11 the: Uolted Stlllel lllllonli douNes tl(Jc in tbc n-and up II~ in::kt. Toe 
toamMoei11 - lr:ld In Myrtle: Bead!, SC. Al Iii) 4,, he 1m11 lbe West~~ alnglel title and tcame,J whh 
tbc We Lor.a Melcc:r for dooblea honorJ in tbelr ap tfOUP• Earl a1-l 'WOil oonrrow Ojlcbay Parl< Tmnil Oub 
chnnplowhlpl throuib bu mld-30I at which time be rellrcd fmm l'lllDpdttm lfflni.l. 

The COIIIIIUl1ell for !be SumielA. Mumlcy OVAC ~ □-:le piuaitcd Klcvb:ct wlth lhe RobertMBobbyM 
DaWIOII Offidab Award. Earl md hu w& Lucy haw ta:n mnri.:d for imre lhlln 70 yean. They nised lhrce 
cbildm:!: F,arl h., JWy NJ:! R,ibcrt. ~ 114\'e been bkaed with frur ~ and fi~ ifelt ~. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Sam Andy (Coaches) 

Sam Arnfy (Wht,eling High School, Class of 1958). Tiie winningest coach in Ohio Valley 
high school boys' baskeltrJl! history with 61] wim1 over 11 39-ycar career, Andy surpassed a 
=onl set by charter OVAC Hall of Fame inductee Richan! L. "Dick" Porn. 

Andy's herul cooching c:m.er iru.:ludcd two seasons at Fr.11.eysbl.ug (0.) High School (!964-
1966), seven ye11rs at Wheeling High School (1969-1976) am.I the last 30 years at Viheeling 
Park High School (1976-2006). 

Second all-time for vktories in West Vnginia's big school class, Andy"s tuuns WDD thrre 
Class AAA state dlllIIlpion.shlps (1976 at V.-1ieellng High, 1980 and 1995 at Wheeling f'.uk). 
The 1995 Stull: final was one of the memorable champions!,ip games in W.Va. boys' bask~tball 
histmy as Andy's Patriots defeated Beckley Woodrow Wilson 99--96 In a triple-overtime mas
terpiece. 

He also had one other Patriot squad finish as the state runner-up (1997) and four semifinalist teams (1988, 1990, 
1998 and 2000).Andy coached in 922 games and his clubs experienced only ll1ree losing seasons, Under his direction, 
Wheeling High and Wheeling Park qualified for an OVAC reconl 20 atate tournaments, In 37 years at tilt two Ohio 
Coumy si:bools,Andy produced 31 sectional champlonship teams, 28 R<:gion 011e tillim and six Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference division pennant winners. 

Through most of his career, the Wheeling Wildcats and Park Patriots dominated their rivals in the conference, win
ning 78 pem,nl of their g:u,,o against OVAC opponents. They also annually played a si:hedule that included many of 
!he top basketball powers in !he stale. Andy coached four West Virginia Player of the Year standouts and h:id 31 play
ers cam college si:holan;hips, including several Division I stalwarts. 

He twice was honored as the OVAC Coach of !he Year {1976 and 1995). In 2004, he was selected as the Up['<'f Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan Club's C:O..Mun of the Y= along with Monroe Central Coach Jay Cirmsta, In 2007 he was the 
recipient of the Earl Habcrlicld Coaches' Award presen!Cd by !he committee directing the annual Samuel A. Mumley 
OVAC Basketball C!.usic. A 1958 graduate of Wheeling High School, Andy graduate<l from West Llbeny State 
College in I 963. He was a basketball starter and letterman at both schoob. 

Joe Fortunato (Athlde - 1940,) 

}111! Hirlunaio (Mingo High School, Class of 1948), A nine-time lerterwinner in 
three sports at Mingo {football, basketball and baseball), he wns an AU-Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference perfonner as a football and basketball player. 

Fortunato enrolled at Virginia Military fostitute, bot transferred to Mississippi State 
when the Keydctll' hend coach Slick Morton accepted the job with the Bulldogs. At 
Mississippi State, Fortunato became an All-Southeastern Conference fullback-line
backer. 

The honorable mention All-America perfonner led Mississippi State in rushing und 
had a game high of 169 ynnls against North Texas State. 

Highlight of his collegiate career occurred when the Bulldogs defeated national champion Tennessee 7-
0. Volunteers' Coach Gern:rnl Tom Neyland praised Fortunato ufter the game by ca!Hng him one of the 
greatest players his teams at Tennessee had ever fot'ed. 

Fortunato was drafted in the seventh round by the Chicago Beam, but played one senson in the Canadian 
League before signing with the Natlonal Footba!\ League team. 

He sl!lrted ut linebacker for 12 seasons (1955-1966) with the "Monsters of the Midway" aml was named 
first tca111 AH-Pro three times along with being selected for the Pm Bow! on five occasions. The defensive 
captain of the Bearn was also captain of the last Pro Bowl team coached by the legendary Vince Lombardi. 

After his playing career, Fortunato spent two seasons on the Bears' staff, coaching the linebackers one 
year 1111d then serving as defensive coonlinator the next year. 

Fortunato also is the only Ohio Valley athlete to be selected to the National Italian American Sports Ha!I 
of Fame. He was the leading vote-getter in The Intelligencer's 1970 All-lime Ohio Valley Team, which 
was selected by a vote of the area sports fans. 

Fortunato also is a member of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 

John Reger (Athlete - 1950s) 

John Rtgtr (Linsly High Schoo!, Class of 1950). This all-OVAC honoree in football 
and basketball was inducted into the Wheeling City Ha!l of Fame in 1998. 

Reger"s football achievements were remark:ible considering that he was less than six
feet tall and weighed just 125 pounds when he began competing as a high school athlete, 
but be had more important attributes such as a huge, competitive heart and the determi
nation ofa youth twice bis size, He played fullback and linebacker at Llnsly and captained 
the 1949 Cadet squad that lost just one game to Triadelphia (20-19) in what was regard
ed as the most memorable high school football contest played during that era at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

Reger went on to the University of Pittsburgh on a football scholarship and his freshman team in 1950 went 
nndefoated. After just three varsity games the following year, hi!; collegiate career was ended by a knee injury. 
The Wheeling native returned home and was working in a gasoline station when his fnnner high school coach, 
Eli Rine, arranged a tryout for him with the Pittsburgh Steelers even though he had not played football in three 
years. Displaying !he same grit and determination he had shown in high school, Reger opened the 1995 seasm1 
as one of the Steelers' starting lincbad:crs. During his nine seasons in Pittsburgh, Reger earned three Pro Bowl 
invitations. He became captain of the Steelers defensive unit and was voted as tlie team's MVP during the J95<J 
senmn. Reger played in his first Pro Bowl in 1960 and made two more appearances in 1961 and 1962. 

He sustained a life-threatening and near career-ending injury during bb final season in Pittsburgh during a 
game against the Eagles at Franklin Field in Philadelphia. Reger was hit in the head und had a spasm in his throat 
that cut off air. Fonunare!y, the ambu!:u,ce they sent for included oxygen and he was revived, Following that 
haITOwing incident, every team in the NFL wwi required to have oxygen on the sidelines. 

Reger was placed on waivers by !he SteekJ"S prior to the start of the regular season in 1964 and he was picked 
up by the Washington Relbkins, for whom he played three more years before retiring. Overa!l, be played 12 sea
sons in the NFL 

Robert 'Bo' Mcconnaughy (Athlete -1%0,) 

Robert 'Bu' McConnuughy (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1966). He was a 
two-sport phenom for the Maroon Knights in the mid 1960s, starring in basketball and base
ball. 

McConruwghy was a four-year letterman in both sports, gaining first-team all-state hon
ors in baseball as a senior. That sa1ne year he garnered second-team all-West Virginia lau
rels in hoops after helping lead !he Mamon Knights to the West Virginia Catholic 
Tournament title. 

In baseball, McConnaughy is ctmsiden:d one of the best shortstop!! the Ohio Valley prep 
rnnb has ever produced, He went on to star at West Liberty State College in both sports. "'--~"---

In 1970, McComraughy was named first-team all-WVIAC as a shortstop and shortly 
thereafter signed a professional cnntract witli the Baltimore Orioles. A year previously, be was drafted by the 
Cincinnati Reds in the 24th 10t1ml, five rounds abead of Ken Griffey, Sr. 

He spent three years in the Orioles' farm system before returning home and starring fnr the Warwood Reds of 
the Ohio Valley Baseball League. 

Bo was a second-team all-conference selection as a senior for the Hill toppers' hoop team. 
McConnaughy has maintained his relatim1Ship with West Liberty, finishing up his 25th year at the Hilhoppers' 

baseball helm. 
He has accumulated more than 500 wins al his alma muter to go wilh five conference cmwus and a berth in !he 

\991l NAIA World Series. McC01111aughy led !he Black & Gold to thelr fn:st~vcr NCAA Regional Playoffs in 
1998. 

Mcconnaughy was elected to the West Liberty State College Hall of Fame in 1988. He has been named WVJAC 
Cmich-of-llw-Ycar on four occasions. 

In addition to baseball, he has coached football, tmck and men·s and women's basketball at West Liberty. He is 
currently in charge of the WLSC lntramurals Progr.\lll. 
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Bill Hinegardner (Cournes) 

Hill Hinegardner (Meadow Bridge High School, Class of 1%0). Ri:fcired to by !he late Dill 
Van Honie as W.Y.J. Wrestling'• "Man of Characler," Hinegardner rucdved hi• bachelor's degree 
from Concord College in 1%5 and master's degree from West Virginia Univcrsiry in 1968. The 
frnwcr Concord basketball and baseball playc'r entered the Mam!all Counry School System as a 
mathematics teacher in the 1964,65 sch(~)[ year. He served as an assistant coach in wrestling and 
football atMoanchville High for tbret, yearn before taking over the head wrestling position when 
the consolidated John Man;hall High School opened its doors at the outset of the 19611-69 school 
year. During his 14 yearn as head coach, the Monarch program became one of the most liUCCt:SS· 

fu! in !he OVAC and also in the state of West Vlrgiuia. Hiru:ganbier's teams won four W, Va. Class 
AAA championships (1972, 1973, 1974 and l<J79). The Momnchs were nlso mnnen-op four 
times and finished lower than sixth place rn~y once in the W, Va, State Tournament. 111e Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestlin 
Toumament saw Hineganlru:r's John Marshall powerllouses take the 01•er.11l ti,:u,1 title four limes (I 972, '73, '74, '77) :Ill 

finish second five times. The Monarchs nlso eamed five OVAC Class 4-A titles ll!ld emel}led as Oass 4-A Dual Meet wir 
ners fi\•e times. Fmm December of 1971 thmugb December of !976, Hineganlner·a wres!lcr,i went through 41 stralgl 
dual matches without a defeat. His overall du.al meet rccrntl was 133·29-I, Hineganlner'& program produced 20 imlivk 
ua1 &tale champlo!lll. lu 1996. he was a memberofthe late Mike Linsky's staff that led John Manhall to !he W. Va. Clo,; 
AAA football tille. He served as Presidem or Directoroflhe W. Va. Wrestling Coache! Auoc.; the Region One Coache 
Association; Marshall Co11nty Coacl1es Associatioo: Co-Diruc!or of the OVAC and W, Va. State Tournaments; Exocutiv 
Board Member of the OVAC and the WVSSAC for Wrestling. His awanls include National Wrestling Hall of Fam 
Lifetime Service in Wrestling Awanl (21Xl4); National Higb School Coaches Association District 3 Coach of the Yea 
(1976); OVAC Coach of the Year (1974): W, Va. Wrestling Coach of the Year (three ti=); UflPl"r Ohio Valley D.,ppe 
Dan Achievm,ent Awards (two liu1es); Mr. Mat Awani for contributions to the S!~)rt of wrestling in the OVAC (1984 
Up(l<'f Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Carl R. Hamill Award {2000); Moundsville Area Junior Chaniber of Comme,ce Jim &lg 
Awanl (1977) given for outstanding work in religious and youth ru:tivilies; :u,d the John Marshull High School Wall t 
Fame (Flm Class. 2005). After retiring from Man;hall County in 1999, Bill went to work for the Switi:er!arxl of Ohl• 
School District at River High as a Guidance Counselornntil he retired in 2004. 

Don Fleming (Athlete. 1950s) 

Dan Fleming (Shadyside High School, Class of 1955). The twu-time AU-Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference first team honoree in football, Fleming was captain oflhe Tigcrs' unde
feated cnnfcrence champions in 1954. He also played center for the Shadyside &quad !hat won 
an OVAC division title in basketball. This versatile athlete played in the Ohio East-West All
Star baseball game held in Columbus and peITormed in the Ohio,West Virginia All-Star 
football Ganie held during the summer of 1955 at Wheeling bland Stl1dium. Flemiug went on 
to tbt: University of Florida on a flx1tball schnlan.hip. He was a lhri.."e-year starter and a two
way end pcrfmmcr for the Gators. He was elected captain oflhe 1958 team that played lu !he 
Gator Bowl and was a member of the A!l-Soulheastem Conference team !hat same year. He 
WaJI dra!kd by !he O,icago Cardinals of !he National football League and the Boston Patriots 
of the American Football League, However, Fleming elected lo remain in college to complete work on his degree am 
play bast,bul!. As a senior, Fleming also was chosen captain of the Florida baseball t,:am !hat wnn !he SEC d1ampi 
onship and earned a berth in the NCAA toumament. In the spring of 1959, Fleming camed a degree as a corumuc\io, 
engineer. '.V:hcn P.,ul Brown, owner•coach of the Cleveland Browns, traded for Fleming's NFL rights, Flemin1 
bypassed signing wi!li the baseball Baltimore Oriole.i and decided lo play pmfoS11ioru1l football. Despite never havin1 
played defensive back, he started as a mokie witli the Bmwns at safety and made the NFLA!l-Rookie team in 1960 
After his !bird season with the Browns, Fleming was named lo the AU-NFL first team. In lliat off-season, while wruk 
ing on u construction job building at a bank in Florida, Fleming was killed in IIJl electrical accident. Born June ll 
!937, Fleming was just 25 Y= old at the time of his passing, Despite having played just three seasons with tho 
Bmwns, he had such an impact on the fnu1chise that !hey named their practice field, Fleming Field, in hit honor am 
retired No. 46, which was his number. The University of florida named its intramurnl field, Fleming field, and th, 
Florida A!unmi Association established an award in his name !hat is given annually to the senior in :u,y ""°' 
exemplifying lhe best leadership qualities. He also was selected for induction into tl!e University ofFlorida"s Hallo 
Fame a.nd is a member of the State of Florida's Athletic Hal! of Fame. Shadyside High &boo! retired his number (59 
and named its athletic complex Fleming Field. 

Bob Kelley (Athlete - 1%0,) 

Bub Kelley (Weir High School, Class of 1961). Kelley made the most of his gifted 
and speedy legs to carve his niche into the Weir High and OVAC reconl boob in two 
sports. He was a st-.u: both on the gridiron and the lr.tek cinders for tlie Red Riders. 

Kelley - conched by the legendary Jim Carey - rushed for '.!,730 yard.'! and 42 
career touchdowns. Kelley led Weir to a JO.J season am.I the West Virginia state 
championship in 1960. He gained 1,259 yards that year with 22 touchdowns. 

In the 40-0 rout of Nitro in the state championship game, Kcl!ey was a one-man 
wrecki11g crew. He tallied four IDs and pasRCd for a firtl1. 

Kelley was also a two-way starter ns a junior for the Red Riden!. He was the second 
underclassmen in stale history to receive the Kennedy Award (1959), bestowed each year on the state'i 
premier prep football player, and the filst winner from the OVAC. The first-tcrun all-West Vrrginia and all· 
OVAC honoree captured the Wigwam and Scholastic Magazine AU-American honors us the Red Riders wen 
n111ked I Ith nationally. He played in the OVAC All-Star Game and left with Most Valuable Player uccolades 

Kelley ulso made hls mark in tmck his senior season. He established a Steel Valley League record of 9,9~ 
seconds for the 100-yard dash and an OVAC meet standurd of 10.1 seconds at the same distance. 

He was voted most valuable performer at the OVAC meet where he won three gold medals and one silver 
He went on to win four regional track titles and four more medals in the state mt..-el, including second place fo 
the 100-yurd dash. 

After graduation from Weir, Kelley matriculated to Cameron Junior College in Oklaboma. He led the Aggi~ 
to the JUCO championship, beating Bakeisfield, 28-20, in a game playt.'<I in the Rose Bowl. Kelley Jell 
Cameron with 712 yurds on the season, earning first-team all-Oklaboma Conference team honors. He was alsc 
honored on the 1961 Junior College Helms Athletic Foundation All-American team as a first-team halfback. 

He later attended Oklahoma State and Colorado, but was sidelined due lo injuries, 

Gene Cattane (Athlete - 1970s) 

Gene Cum,ne (St.Clairsville High Scbool, Class of 1977). Cattanc put together WI impres
sive four-year career on the diamond Ma shortstop and pitcher for the ROO Devils. 

Smne 30 years later, he still ranks in Ohio's tup lO in two statistical categories - No.4 on 
theall,timecareerhit list with 172 and No. 7 in RBI with 145. ln !09 var!ity gun1es,Caruu1e's 
career numbers also included a batting average of A31 with 127 runs scored, 29 home rons, 
13 lriples and 25 doubles, As a pitcher, he compiled 11 )4,] 1 career record. 

He was a four-time all-Valley sc!oction (second team as a freshman and first team the nc~t 
three years, including serving as captain as a senior) and he was selected to participate in four 
Eastern Obin Baseball Leagne AU-Star Games. Cattane was also tabbed for the Ohio All,Star 
Series in Columbus, equivalent to gaining aU-state honrus at that time. 

As a senior, Cattane helped the Red Devlls to the OVAC Class 3-A championship and 11 23.9 overall record. He 
batti,d .478 {fifth in lhe valley) with valley-leading totals of 54 hits, JO home runs, 38 RBI IIJld 35 rons gcoo:d, He 
also had four triples. six dnublc,i and 16 stolen bases. On tbt: mound, he was 6-2 with a 1.73 E.RA. in 522 im1lngs, 
striking nut 71 while walking 27 IIJld allowing 31 hit~. Cattane'sjunior numbers included a .455 average (fifth in llie 
OVAC) with valley bests in home runs (8) and RBI (36) along with 40 hits, fiv~ doublc,i, three triples and 26 rnllll 
scored. All a sophomore, he hit 349 wilh valley highs in home rullll (9) and RBI (46) along with 38 hits, four don• 
bles, three triples and 32 runs scored. His freshman totals included a .449 average (fourth io the OVAC) and valley
leading marks in hits (40) and runs scored (34) ulong with 10 doubles, three triples, two home runs and 25 RBI. 

In addition to his hiJlh school exploits, Cattane wu also a standout Americun Legion player. He was named Ohio 
American Legion Player of !he Year in 1976 after Jew:ling Maynard Post 666 to a state nmner-up finish with a 28-7 
rccnrd,baning .350 for the season including A33 in seven tournament games. He also played fur more th:u, lO }'C!Ull 
with Muynanl of the Ohio Valley Baseball League and was a perennial all-star, 

Catiline, inducted into the St. C. Hall of Faine in 2006,died in a coal mining accident on S~-pt. 1(), 1990 at the age 
of 31. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Leon (Athlete· 1970.) 

Jolui Ufllt (Brooke Hip Scoool, ctau of 1976). Toil Bntln ~ In three spom, 
cllln11 hi.I oamc: Into the 0VAC amwJ 111 on: of the premJcr fOCl(b,ill lir,ern:n and tn.d'. 
clghtmen efa" to compo::te In tbe C011femicc. 
L=l - who was abo • .undout gnpp!c:r al Brook - was• r,,m..W11y l!nc rur foc 

ie powerlul Bruins, eamini a m}'liail of all-lla:r accoladei, iricludln& tbc 197~ Km 
unt Awml, gobig lo the LJIJetl1.ll) of the Year In West V~rtia, tmlln.:: I.coo tbc fint 
,vAC winner of tb0 prc:sti~ bo!m. 
Lroii lo:l Brooke to a 9-1 '9IOll en route to the OYAC dil:inpiomhlp In h!J junior 

mipaigD bc:f~ c:amlni: all-conference and all-.we ]allfd.,i M a senior. 1k powerful 
con played In the 1976 0V!,C A\J.Stm: game,, c,pl.lbrl14: the MCJl1Dtain,:co to victwy. 
He wasj~ as impret,lve In trrlcln::k1,mi.tilln1t tbc OVAC rccani boob in the lbot put lnd dlxu1. lo 

ie 1976 lla1e roeet, L= launch:d the DUii ball 5<J...I, br=klng the W. Va, IUuldard by some lwo foet. The 
:ronl wk:d two year, before being cdipscd by future Olympitn Randy Bamc1. Leoo won three um thmw-
~ tltJe1, two In the shotpu! and ooe In the dlJcu:,. 
Leon wu mo a forte on the m.w,compili:ng a 48-6 mark u a junior and ~hei.vywci~. 
Up:,n gJWl&llon from Brooke, U:00 ~ 11 foothill JCbo]lf!ihlp to Norn: Dame. He: Wat a tbfee..year 

mmim fer the Figbtinw; lrlsh as a (llffll. The lrub ""Oil two Cotton Bowb and ooc Gator Bowl durln(: b:iJ 
=rat South Bend. Aftu g:wiuatlng from Notn: Dlme, he rccclved hiJ MO &pee from Wut \llrtWI 
nh'cnity h1 1984. 
He hu been a l'l'ldkitoil" for 20 ycnn. He i:, the current prmdmt of RadkJ!opcal Phyudm1 AslociatcJ. 

.c b put~ of the West Vll'Jinia Raillo!Ojial Society, past PJnident llf the Marlon County Medk.al 
ocldy u well u put president oftbc Fafrmoot Reid □ub. 
Leon and bi• wife MMcy have bcen lllllTied for 22 yean. They have four children: Johnny, Camille, lnbcllll 

"'-· 
Anthony Reed (Athlot, - 198o.l 

Alfl1",w] Rm (Wh:ellng Pan Hiih School, 04.l.'I of 1989). R=l left a~; matk 
o tbe lllhlctk ,cene both for the Patriots aod tbe OVAC, evident when be became the 
ru pcnoo l!Mb.tctetl Into the Wheeling ha Sporu Hall of Fame in Im for hb 
q,loitJ in bau.et.ball and 1raek. 
Oo lhc bm;ketbllll oourt, Reed Wlll II two-time finl team All-W.Va.. Ow AAA .ekc

on, ~ing u captalo aJ ajunk,r. He Wu a two-time USA Today W.Va.. l'lllytt of the 
·ear and the Gattflde S~ Pl.ayi:r of the Year as a Kl\lor. He 11ho gained fitil telln All· 
IVAC and All-Valley oc~ twice 100 was a trl--apaJ:n oo Tbc illtdli~·s al.1-
eca& team of the 1980s. 
Toe 6-4 wini: iUlml I .290 po!nts ln two -...om, lndwling what w.11 Jlai:Kb u 11 

:bool-rcconl 663 poinU (a 289 per-gBOJC 11maa;e) a-111 senior. He a'rmla:ed 11 j rebounds per game that )'eat 
rul abo ~ VihM wu then an OVAC-record 88 t/Jrtt.polnJ pl1 ~ 11 K'Dior. As a junior, Rocd wu 111:lccted 
1 the Well \llJpnUI Clll$:II AAA All·Toorna:mrot team. 

IR nack, the takrrted Real WU II ~!Jar pcrfooner in the hlghjump, hurdle:i and relay~. 
A rwo-tlmc West Vifiinl• Cius AAA Rate champion in the high jump (hichxlin; • n:ieet-reconl 6 ft. 9 In. 

ffort), he also tel: what wu then a valley-i=d with• 6 fl.. 11 In. leap, k«d piJlced KUllld In the I ][}.meta 

1£h h~ at the mte meet (14.65 IICCO!lW) llOO Wlli oo illllc cb:ampk)rn.hlp relay~ lo belp Park flflhh 
c~ ICCOllll lll the □-AAA lllltc rntt1 in 1989. 
The: Pan. rwfuct lllso mDdc hi, pn:sem:e felt at the colkgiat,: level. lW'ting md ktteri.ng for three~ at 

'kvcland Staki Unh"cnlty. He i'COretl J ,(]90 polllll (~I: him 10th on the &11-timc CSU 1eorina: list Ill the 
me), rn~ngl:ng 11.6 points per came u a senior ro cun IIC:COllO:I tct.m Afl-Mid Cootincnt Confer= IICCO

uie,. NI • junior, ho avcraa:e<l 13.2 points per gam: and received the Paul ~-..vt A'Wlltd ~ntcd to the 
layer wbose unrung oootributionl dhl the tDOil to further the 111CCCY of the team. R=J also won the P,,lld
'.ontlnent Confermcc bi~ jump dwnpk>mhip e:s ajlmior. 

Chris Enochs (Athlete - 1990,J 

Cluu EIJOCU (Oak Olen Hlgb School,Cl&'I, of 1994). P.oodJJ ~celbl tn three tporu 
:ir the Golden Bein, but it 'Wll bucball when, lie would make bit bl~ lmpaci • 

.Ae:;~.:i= :=-11hc~~y~=;:,.~:c:=~tt T~ 

oo~.r~~:-0~~orJ-°.:1~~1he.!:.~~~all-
'alley fint 1cam1::r aod Mblg ICbool.~ Clpltin, l'.nochl kd the valley with 11 ~ f\11\J and 
2 RBI while batwii .442. Hts pltchln1 totab l11CllKietl 1 6-4 record and a 1.22 ER.A. wilh 
06 rtrfu:ootJ and 26 witkJ in 63 bml:np. He pltcbetl I pe:rfoc:1 ~ for Oak Olen opin,t 
hmm,. 

On tbe ~Iba.JI court, Eood,, wu fint team 1111-0VAC am t.JJ. \laI\ey and lt'at an booonhlc mcn!fon Ill-Wm 
~[jillia Cl.tu AAcbokc. He avcr:agetl 192 potntt and 132 miounds per gamc at• JCllia- !llld fuilibed hJJ career 
lllh I .D47 points. 

On tbe foothall Cicld, Ellochs ea:mcd fint team ,JJ-WUI Vlrp,l:nia Clau AA-.,• quarterback after kw.in&: Oak 
Heu to iu li:m-em WVSSAC pl..l>mf appencm=. A]lo a first tam rJI-OVAC OaM: 3-A md all-Valley ptl, be 
:d the \'Illey with 1,729 paulna: )'Elll. 

Dnfted by the Cleveland lndu!u ln 1994, l'.JIOChJ opted for• 1-Chalnmlp to Wctt Vupni& Unl\'enlly M"ICfe he 
ecamc lhc: Bii: Eat MPitcha of the Y«r", fITTI 1e1.111.All-Eut~i011 IDd wai, • IIOCODd teamAll-AmerlcaD pldi:. 
y Bueball America. Thee Sportlna: N~ mi !he Nartooal Col!.eg!,,te Bueb:all Wrl!cn, Nand the team."1 co-

~~i:11. ~ ~r~= he~·~== ~~/~~~~.MVP~~~t~~~ ~ 
11tla. l11Chidlna: 14 compn game&, In bi.I thtte·)Uf Mountaineer ra=:r. 
Folio~ hi1 j,.m.ilY yeu, he h:u.mc tbe hi~ draJ'tcd playa ln OVAC hiitmy, lcleclcd No. 11 In the firU 

oond by lhc ClaUffld Alhletb lR 1997. Th:: 6-3.1ll-polmd right-hander with• 'i13-mile per boor futblll played 
.me 1CUOm ln the minor iugllCI, the f,nt te\'C:11 In the 04kJand Olianu:atioo llltl Ihm one year c:..:h far Howton 
nd PittJbwl.h. He pitcbed in 250 g&ltlCi with~ 45-52 record and a 491 ERA., ?)Slln,i: 66l 1trlli:ouUI while 
tilling 38(1. He wu a ~ of the Clui AAA PacIBc Coast Leapc chllmpino Sacnmcnto R!vcrcw and 
'1ayro for tbe Pllcrto Rican Winta l.LliU" dwnpioo Pooce u,ooet. 

Enochs !WO played fcrr Tam USA, WI!IIWli a 1ilvt:r mc:dal at the 2001 World Cup In Tahran. 
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Jennifer Hyland Brown (Athlot, -J98o.J 
Jnu#fa- H]kNIBrmm (Ril'a Hijh Schx.,J,Oau of 1986). She fllllll amoni: tho ii:tl

tlmc a:reau ln glrb' tn1d:, havil!J! acclled tot the conference, le.ai11C and i:tatc lcveil or 
cumpctition 11111:prlnlcr, 

In four ycan & OVAC Cliampionship meets, Hyland w:,ml II whopping 126 poiuU 11:$ 

River won two C111.11 2-A tcm:n tltJcs ( (983 IIDll '86) and finlsbed II:$ runro:r-up twice 
( 19S4 and '85). o..-Joi: her frahtnzm, sopoomorc md j,.m.ia,: yet.1"1, me woo the 100, 200 
and 400-n:rtall IIOO WU 00 the llibmlna: I~ rellly b:am. Yl'hile II II senior, lhe 
WOO the 400 and 1600-rclay md WU~ in the 100 and 200. 

In r.tate meet oompctltloo, Hyland WU the 400--J:ndarunner--up II a f=bJnJ.11 in 1983; 
fim in the 400, $CCOlld l:n tbe 100 md thini in the 200 u a topbomore lR 19S4 (her 24 poioo ,ina:lc-handetlly 
gave Riva II third phct: fini$b lo tho rule); lint In the 400 RS • jumor lo 1985; and first In tbe 400 with o 
itate-fECOnl time of55.ti5, and.on the Ulth place 1600-mda"mlaytcam u aleDlOl"ln 1986. 

Hyland abo sparl:.Jcd in Ohio Valley Trad I.na:u,:, (0\11L) Champk,mhlp meets fcrr the u,Jy Pllots, 
winning the 200 and 400 all four yi:an .,.hlJc tiling the 100 the Last thtee. 

She abo enjoyed tremeooou:11 wcceu ln the Bclmoo.t County Relays, finilhina: u the top scorer II:$ 11 
q,bo1nore .n.:r wlnnl:ng the 100,200 and 400; dupl~ the top 1COrU fem u •,ilmior by wlnnl:n1 lhe Lallle 
tbccc c,=u (lllCludina: 11 meet record In the 200); mid 11CmnJ the wne "triple" u II senior {bcttcrins hcl- marl. 
in lhe 200). 

She wm sclo::la:d All-Ohio in the 400-met.:fll all four }nn by the Ohio rusociallon of Tod. and Crou 
Country Coacha. She wm IIIIO anAll-Dhtrkt IOd AIJ..Vallcy ~ iD IIlllltiplc c<.-entJ. ln ]984, Hylmid wu 
named booonhle m,:ntlon lfigb School All--A.ml!'lica and in 1986, fflC Wll'l invited to partklpzite in the Mldwat 
Meet ofOwnpk:m IR Indiana, an e\=t wowcutna: the~~ athlcta from Oruo, lnillana MO:I IUlnois. 

A member of the: RJ\'a I-Op School Wall of Fame, the received• ICholanhlp to run tmd: at Wc:i! Vlrginln 
Unh-enity when: the competed fr,r one IUSOII. 

Jose Davis (Atb)et, • 1990,) 

Jr,w l)g,b (Bell&lre Hlah Scbool, 0- of 1996). DI.Vis put together tom0 eyc,-poppinr; 
nuniben in both foolhlll and bclcth,ill, eaminc Wm All-Ohio recojllitiou in both sp,:m 
during his llcIJar career. 

0n the ~-Davit WU I lhrec-year ltln:l" LI g,.wterback, kadlnj bit team to a reco.-d 
ofJ0.5. At I ICllia", he led the Blj: RM to• thh'tl walght OVAC Cla,.s J.A cbanlploruhip, 
fITTl undefealed rt:ilJlar - -1 fin1-ever OHSAA playoff ~ (Bclim 
adVEJCCd to the DiTili!JII JV~ cbampiornblp illllC, bin,!! a 50--44 dol:lb!e-01' thriller lo 
Vmailk:I).Heflnlm:dthe1Ca101115J.o(~ pugl:ng for 3:,51 yanb and 32 ~ w1ill0 
llldlng IDOlhcr IO srom, nuhinc. OIi.vis camed All-Ohio Divi,icm IV Ofkml\'e Pla}'Cf of 
the Year boron md .,.11:'1 [1ll1Jlef-1Sp fr,r the prt:ltl~ Mr. Football awa:n:I r.1 • .ICllior. lie 
alto received firtl te:un AD·l:Mtem Dutrict.AD-OVAC ClaM 3·Aand All-Val~ big lclro &CCOladel !JI\ mllltiplc 
oci::uium. The llllcnted lii[Wl.allcr let BHS came:r m::onil for moll. yartls ¢ned (7 306), r- LltmJpt! (790), 
pma completlcml (415), hi~ conipletlon pm,enffiiC (".1), {W,ring yarda (6.769) and TD pa=:1 (60). 

On the hanhi,·ocd, Duis wctcd !Ind lettered four )ttr3, radlng up 1,"37 poiiu,J.479 reoo.iodt. 167 ulists ww.l 
151 Jtc.alt (all ranking In the lop fl..-e!JII the BHS cnret:r llil). flit alJ..Jtar acrohd,::,, ln bll.lhdWl lllcluded flr.t ~ 
All--Oltio Dlvlmli m,All-E.ukm Oislrict, AD-OVAC Oll:'J:'l :l--A and All•Valley bla: school. He WU also namru 
third [c:am AJl-Amainn U II i,cnk,r. 

Abo I lhfee-yea:r kttmn:aD ln ~ at Bdlafre, Davit cootinoed hu cu=r Ill Kent State Unlvenity, A tl:an,
year mncr ard lettm:nall foe the Golden A.u1a ln foallxlll, be put up equally ~ive mnnb= lncludln1 
lin~e-pmc record for most JlUI r.ttemptJ (59). rompleti001 CW) IOO ID paue, m: lingle-scason. mmb for 
offens:i..-e ymts (2,883), pus attempt, (365), p,lll campletJonl (194), pusin.t yards {2.707) imd TD p=cs 02); 
IOO = recorot for offcmi..-e }'Mill (7.731). p,IWlli y~ (6,722) and 1D passea (52). Jk bad a Mltl-Am:rkan 
Confer= record ~~1 yards pudq In 1997 lpiJJfl Cffl1rlJ f1orida Md w~ be ldt KSU, h0 miked 10th in 
MAC ttlslor}' ln pu.alnj yanb and wu third in TD pa,sn. 

Davit ahodoobledujXlinC giwdoo. the Kent SILle bule-tball t=n ln J9Q7.<JS. 
Profculoollly, Davis pl!lycd for the Wlllllipci: B!t1e Bomlxn of the Dm.lian Foo<ball uaguc In 20ClJ and 2001: 

for the Obla Valley Oreyhauml of !he No.al lnooor Rlotblll lca&ue in 2002, tailing the team lo lhc ~ tllle 
by pu.!ing for 1,668 yuds md 37 lTu and eamln,11 cbamplosaliip pne MVP hroor5; for the J!idialla Fui::birm of 
the Arena Football Leap: lo 2003. the CokndoCNlh in 2004 and 200:"i; and th: Ora:nd Rapiib R=pa~ In 20Cl6. 

OVAC Museum Seeks Memorabilia 
The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation's largest 

high school conference with 46 member schools, has estab
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its 
member schools - past and present - and is currently seek
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase 
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office 
at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse 
of WesBanco Arena before you leave tonight's OVAC Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
James 'Jimmy' Stewart (Media) 

Jamef C. "Jimmy" Stewart (Triadelphia High Schoo\,Class of 1918). Stewart devot
ed nearly a half-cenmry to the newspaper profession, serving with great distinction. 

He began his career assodat~'li with the Wheeling News and The Register, which then 
were sepamte newspapers. Stewart was sports editor of the now-defunct Wheeling 
Telegraph from 1921 through 1929 and later became the sports editor of the News
Register. He eventually concluded his long career as the associate sports editor of the N
R where he worked alongside fellow Hall of Farner Bi!l Van Home. 

In the early years of the OVAC, the conference perhaps had no greater friend than 
"Jimmy" Stewart, this according 10 Van Horne himself. Beginning in 1943, Stewart kept 
the weekly standings on footba!l and basketball until his retirement on December 31, 
1968. Stewart lllso iralnstaklogly kept reconl books that proved invaluable to anyone interested in Ohio Valley 
spons lore. He also was recognized us a walking encyclopedia on local athletics. His heud was a stnrebouse 
ohports information. Wlmt wasn't committed to his memory could be found in his pocket-sized record bouks 
am! envelopes which filled his desk and filing cabinet. 

Beginning in the early 1920s, Stewart's "Lookin' Em Over" column was one of the most widely•rend 
throughout the area. In later years, he penned n golf column, "Tbe 19th Holet which appeared iu the news
iraper every Sunday from the spring months into the fall. He also initiated a popular Monday column on area 
colleglnte spons which he titled, "With the Colleges." 

He was also involved with the RCheduling of basketball games worked by members of the Ohio Valley 
Bonni of Approved Basketball Officials. His love of sandlot baseball was well known, as he almnst metku• 
lously cnvered happening:i in the old lntel\lgencer and UniU.-d Mine Workers baseball leagues, 

A quiet man who never cast himself in the limelight during his career, Stewart was honnred with a spedal 
nwnnl at the time of his retirement from an appredntive Ohio Val!ey Athletic Conference. He also recelvetl an 
award of appreciation from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 

Robert 'Bob' Kettlewell (Coaches) 

R11fnrtS. "Bub" Ktttlewell(L!nsly Military Jnstitute,Clnss of 1947). During his 20 years 
'1!i the head coach at Wlntersvllle Hlgh School (!956-75), Ketdewcll's teams pasted a 143-
40-10 record, the third-best winning pem:nbge in Ohio Valley history for coaches with 100 
or more wins. His tewns eamed nine league champlnnships {four in the Big Eight and five 
OVAC titles). Wintersvllle won its fir.I OVAC crown under Kettlewell in 1956, got its sec
ond in 1966 and then captured three in a row from I 970 thrwgh 1972. which equaled a 
record held previously by Bellaire and Martins Ferry. 

Kettlewell h.ud three undefeated teanis at Winter.;ville - 1957, 1967 and 1972 - and 
seven dubs lhat sustained just one loss. From 1966 through '73, the Warriors lost only 1! ga1I11:S. Under 
Kettlewell's direction, Wintersville scored in a record 140 straight games, ending with n scoreless tie against 
Bellaire in a cnntest d,at saw the GoW Warriors denied what would have been a game-winning and streak-contin
uing touchdown because of a penalty. 

Among Im: stars coached by thi11 highly-regarded mentor was Donnie Young, the Ohio Valley c:uttr rushing 
record holder. Among the other numerous college athletic football standouts tutored by Kettlewell were Ohio State 
captain Alan Jack who played on an undefeated Rose Bowl team with the Buckeyes, and Roger Alford, the first 
black to sign at West Virginia University. 

Kettlewel! also was a standout athlete while playing at Lln&ly Military Institute. He lettered in four spons and 
played footlmll al West Virginia University, where he also lettered. 

Indian Creek High School's {fonnerly Wintersville Hlgh) football facility was renamed "Bob Kettli:well 
Memorial Stadium" in his honor. In 1990. Bob was the founh Ohio Valley coach inducted into the Ohio Foothall 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame. He joined the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dm Hall of Fame in 1987. 

Tom Keane (Athlete~ 1940s) 

Tom Keane (Llnsty Mllltary Jnstitute,Class of 1944). The Bellaire native was n multi
sport standout for the Cadets and earned Al!-OVAC basketball and football on the fir.;t 
selections in 1943-44. He also was an All-City basketball selection. As a senior on a 7-
4 record Cadet football team, the 1wo-way back and punter retumed a pa11s intm:cption 
106 yards to score in an 18-6 win over Warwood. 

He enrolled at Ohio State where he lettered ns a freshman before serving 20 months 
in the U.S. Navy. 

Upon discharge. he enro!led at West Virginia Univcrslty and lettered In 1946 and 
1947, becoming a rare lettem1an ut both OSU nnd WVU. 

Kenne wus a third round pick and 18th overall National Football League Draft selection by the Los Angeles 
Rams in 1948. He played eight NFL seasons, and 87 games, usu defensive back-offensive end including the 
first four with the Rams. h1 1952,he played with the Dallas Tex.ans before two years with the Baltimore Colts 
and ended his career in 1955 with the Chicago Cardinals. He Was II two-time All-Pro and played in the 1953 
Pm Bowl, ranked second in the NFL in pass interceptions twice, am! played in three NFL championship 
games including the 1951 Rams' title team. From 1948-52, both Keane brothers cnmpeted in the NFL. 

He was a long-time ussistant coach in the NFL including Chicago Cardinals from 1957-59, Pittsburgh 
1965 and was an original member of the Miami Dolphim' staff in 1966 where be remained through 1985 as 
defensive backs and special teams coach. In 1962, he became the first head coach of the Wheeling lronmen 
and served until joining the Steelers' staff. The Jronmen went 9-4 in 1962 before winning the United Football 
League title with 1112-1 record in 1963. In 1964, the Jronmen were 7-7. 

Keane died at age 74 in 200 I . 

Tom Yakubowski (Athlete. 1950,) 

Tum Yakubuwiki (Adeua High School, Class of 1958), A three-sport standout for the 
Golden Wave who starred in the first year the school joined the conference, which 
expunded to three classes in 1957-58. 

At Adena, he wu a three-spol1 team captain in football, basketbull and baseball and 
earned JO letters- four in baseball and three each in basketball and football. 

The 1957 Adena football team went 6-2-2 and won the OVAC Class Acrowu. He was 
a fullback-linebacker-quarterback in football and an All-OVAC, AU-Valley Small 
School and All-East Ohio Athletic League selection. He was the MVP of the 1958 Ohio
W.Va. All-Star ganie won by Obio, 25-0. He scored 13 points and starred as ful!back
linebacker, 

In basketball.he was a two-time All-East Ohio Athletic League houoree and averaged in double figures for 
three seasons, including 11.3 points per game llS u sophomore; 17.5 points as a junior and 19.2 points as a 
senior. 

In baseball, the pitcher-infielder WllS un AU-Ohio selectinn as a senior und he also pitched in the East-West 
All-Star game in Columbus. He led the Golden Wave ta a 12-1 record, losing in the regional finals to 
Nonhwestern High und future Major League pitcher Dean Chance. He tnssed two one-hittera in a three-day 
span and had 32 2/3 consecutive scoreless innings in tournament play, which ranks second in the Ohio High 
School record book. 

He earned u fontball s.cl1olarship to Punlue University, where he leuered as a sophomore and senior fu!l
back-lincbucker while suffering n series of knee iujuries. He was second on the team in rushing (310 yanls) 
us a sophomore. He also played baseball one season ut Purdue. 

Yakubowski competed in the 1962 Blue-Gray AU-Star Footba!l Game and tried out us a free agent with the 
Buffulo Bills. 
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John Craig (Coaches) 

Juhn Craig (Follansbee High School, Class of 1967). Craig enjoyed nn illustrious 
26-year career as a head wrestling =h, including two seasons ut Hillsboro (Ohio) 
~f!:o11~Wi~:e~{.j~~~ nt Steubenville Big Red and five years at Indian Creek High 

While ut Big Red, his tewns earned sh overall championships in the OVAC 
Wrestling Tuumament. Steubenville also captured seven dinsional titles and finished 
in the top three u total of 13 times at the conference champinmh'J event. Thirty-one of 
his Big Red matmen earned individual conference titles. He ha 87 qualifiers for the 
Ohio state meet, fi\'e of whom eumed individual championships,und 23 who were state 
place-winners. Hls team fini&!1ed in the top fite at tbe Ohio state tournament four times, 
mduding a runner-up finish in 1988. 

Craig's 1989 squad finished the regular seuson ranked No. I in The Associated Press Division II wrcst!ini 
poll and placed thin! at the state tooman1ent. His overall dual meet reconl wns 201-74-3 and be coached hi1 
teruus to 42 tournament championships, including nine district titles. Four times, hb teams turned in unde 
fcuted dual meet records, Several of his former wrestlers went on to compete in college at schools such a; 
Ohio State, Purdue, Anny, Navy and West Libeny. One of bis protl:gCs won a Big JO championship and oth 
ers were place-winners in the NCAA Division I. II, III and NAIA national tournaments. 

Craig was named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Yem- nn five occasinns and was preseuted the prestigiow 
"Mr. Mat Awnnl" in 2002. He is a member of the Obio Wrestling Coaches and the West Liberty State Colle gt 
Athletic Halls of Fame. In 1989, he was selected as the East-Sontheast Wrestling Cooch of the Year and tht 
Ohio Division II Con<:h of the Year. For 21 years, Craig se.ved a11 a wrestling official on the youth, juniu 
high, high school, college and open levels. As a principal at Indian Creek, he was one of the founders oftht 
Buckeye 8 Athletic League. 

As an athlete, Craig wrestled at Follansbee High School and was a three-year letterman at West Libert) 
where he earned WVIAC chanipionships three times and twice was the MVP in the conference toumament 
In 1972, Cruig was the runner•up in the NAIA national meet, where he ellJ1led All-American bonora. 

William 'Bill' Thomas (OffidaisJ 

William D, "Bill" Thumas (Bellaire High School, Class of 1952). During n 48-yeur 
career as u track official, Thomas served as the meet referee for nearly every major 
championship in tile Ohio Valley. The list includes the Martins Ferry and Shadyside 
Relays; the St. Clairsville, Barnesville and Wheeling Pad; Invitationals; Cal Giffin 
Track Classic; various OVAC championship meets; West Virginia Regionals und the 
Ohio High School Athletic Association Eastern Sectional and District meets. 

He was u meet official for 10 OVAC RChools, including Bellaire, Bamesvil!e, 
Cambridge, John Marshall, Martins Ferry, Shadyside, Skyvne, St. Clairsvll!e, Whcellng 
Park and Union Local and Thomas also worked as a meet offidal at the Mansfield 
Relays (15 yearn); Bellaire Relays (48 years); Ohio regional championships (10 years) 
and tile Ohio high !!Choo! state meets for boys and girls (15 years). Thomas also served us moct director m 
numerous Buckeye State district and regional e\·eutll, along with the OVAC Track Championships, 

He received the OVAC Cal Giffin A want for service to tmck and field in 1983; was honor.icy referee at thi 
Bellaire Relays in 1996 und wns honored again during the 50-year celebr.ition of the fumed Bellaire meet it 
2004. The former Bellaire High athletic great is a member of the RCbool's Wall of Fame. 

Thoma!! attend Mississippi State on a football scholarship and also lettered there in track his freshman year 
After two years with the Bulldogs, he entered the Anuy and served overseas before coming home and play
ing on the 1956 National Service football champlonship team, coached by Don Coryell, who later coached 
the San Diego Chargers. Thomas finished his college career at West Liberty State College where he lettered 
in football and baseball. He also had a long and successful career in coaching. He spent five years as un ussis• 
tant in football and ba.ketba\l at Bellaire High. After that tenure, he went to St. Clairsville ns head baseball 
coach und an assistant in footba!l and basketball. Bill later spent five years ns head football coach ul 
Barnesville before becoming athletic director at Bellaire in 1973. He served as head coach at Uuinn Local 
from 1978 until 1981 when he retumed to Bellaire as a teachc:r until retiring in 1989. 

Nick Mumley (AU.Me. 1950s) 

Nic:k Mumley (Wheeling High School, Class of 1955). One of the mn!t honored 
three-sport athletes in the long history of Wheeling High, he starred in football, bas
ketball and track, elll1ling tl1ree varsity letter. in each. 

He was first team All-State in footba!l as a two-way end and he also received All
OVAC and All-City n,:colades. 

In basketball, be was first team all-class All-West Virginia as a senior and was a tw117 
time AIJ-OVAC nm! All-City first team selection. He scnred 15.8 points per game '1!i a 
junior and 24.3 per noting as a senior. 

As II Wildcat senior in 1955, the 6-foot-6 center wa11 the anchor of the fioal team con<:hed by OVAC 
Legends' honoree Everett Brinkman which won its first 18 games before bowing in the regular season finale 
at Be!laire. The OVAC title-winning team won the sectional and regional titles befo«: bowing in the first 
round of the state toumament to Mullens to finish with a 22-2 reconl. 

' He also scored 30 points in a record-setting 146•110 victory over Weir .ffigh at.Madison Gymnasium, u 
game which sel Ohio Valley and West Virginia marks for combined points in a game (256), 

In track. he won two state one-da11s shot put titles with marks of 51-3 1/2 in 1955 nnd•52-2 3/4 in 1954 
and twn OVAC shot put crowns, includiug a conference-record loss of 53-5 1/2. 1 

He earned a football scholarship to Purdue University, where he lettered three years as a regular two-way 
end. 

He was the 51st overall NFL draft pick in 1959 by the Philadelphia Eagles, but opted to play in the new 
American Football League where he competed three seasons from 1960-62 with the New York Titans;"lt'fore
runner of the Jets, as a defensive elld-offonsive tackle. He played in a tnta! of 42 AFL games. 

Bill Kennedy (AU.let,. 1960,) 

Bill Ken,i~dy (Wurwood High School, Class of 1967). Basketball and Bill Kennedy 
are synonymous. Some four-plus decades since starring ut old Warwood High School, 
baskelbull still is a major part of his life. 

Kennedy enjoyed a stellar prep career with the Vikings. The dazzling 6 ft. 2 guard led 
Wurwood to state Oass AA basketlm!l toumament appeltfllllces in both the 1966 and '67 
campaigns. He capped his prep hoop career by sparking the Vikings to the RChool's only 
state basketball crown. That team finished with a stellar 24-2 mark, indnding closing the 
season on a 15-garne victory run. Wmwood captured its first OVAC hooptit!e in 21 years, 
with Kennedy providing much of the firepower with his 26.2 pnints per gwne average. 

The explosive backcourt dandy garnered first-team All-West Virginia,All-OVAC, und 
AH-City plaudits. Jost a season prior. Kennedy led the Vikings to a 22-4 mark and the state semifinals before 
being eliminated by Mul!eru. He wu a first-team All-OVAC honoree that year and was named an all-state tour
nament selection,an honor he duplicated as~ senior. Kennedy finished his illustrious Vikings' basketball career 
with more than 1,200 points. He was also an accomplished high jumper, as reflected in bis thinl-p!ace finish in 
the state Class AA meet as a senior. • 

His basketball achievements eumed him a spot with the West Liberty State College basketba!l team. He wast
ed no time ln making his mark for the Hilhoppers, leading the team in scoring in both his freshman and soph
omore seasons with 509 and 445 points, respectively. Kennedy earned all-WVIAC and a!l-toumament plaudit:! 
a~ a freshman. 

His two years of impressive play with WLSC provided II springbounl to u transfer to Arizona State University 
for the 1971 and '72 seasons. Kennedy proved he was no small-school wonder as he led the Sun Devil, in scor
ing both seasons, averaging 14.8 and 14.6 points per game, respectively. His two-year point total of765 is tile 
ninth best for a Sun Devil in a two.year career. All told, he scored 1,719 on the collegiate level. 

His play at Ariiona State caught the eyes of professional scouts. He was drafted by Memphis of the ABA, 
but opted for a career as a basketball official. Kennedy, who still resides in the Phoenii Wl'll, continues to be a 
Pac-10 college baskctlmll official. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Rieves (Alhkte - !%(Is) 

&bR~1(Wbeelin&ffiilJSchool, Cllll of 1969). Some40 yem afterrunnlllj bis 
.M] prql nice, RJeves Je.JlllHll the meuuri.cg llid fOT rprin1 ~ In the Ohio 
'alley. The l'.16-pound 11l£fC1lrlal-h:clc:d roe kt Wat llOthl:na 1-b,:,n o{ ICl1wlona.l during 
11 Cllll':Cl' lllith the Wudcats. 

Rieve. wu nearly untoochabk hil final two }nn lr1 the hlib ~ ranh. 
Ai a tenklr, Rkv~ tumtd In a pafomJ!IIICC that Uil1 ranb with the .0-tlln: ireat 

IVAC rnnnina fetei. He~ two llat0 records In the~ dumpir.nmlp meet while 
,iu, a lhlrd. 

He bllstefed the 220-yml dub lo• rrw w.te mma:rd ol 21 ~ while he m!llbctl the 
40 !Md by 12 =:ondi vl1 bls 47.7 clockl:ua. Rk.n' 1Chltfl.latln11 9.81.a lh0 100 
qua1etl the Wile record. Hh asuult on the lllUC reconh J'estlited h1 him becoml.n,11 the fint OVAC &thle!e in 
8 ,ear, to be tbc Ka10 meef1 hlgb ICOl'U. 

RJevet WU ffllO the Wat Vlqili1a wte cbamplm. in the 220 llll I juulor. 
The WlldcDt l1llr apturro five individual OVAC &print gold mcda!J in hit final two yem of bl~ &ebool. 

lLt hnp!'Cl:llv-c efforts bclped ie.d Wbeel!:na HJ~ to the 1969 OVAC 1am. chlmpionship, the 1ehool's fun 
JCb. title 111 23 ya:n. 
His gprintlng domillM!Ce ii relk:clcd In the fact that .l:w:l ...._. WWCfcated III a ICltior in the: 220 JiQ:I 440 ..,,J 

1u 11ever wine lha.o IC'COOd in the 100 in that time. He tied (Of blib-p;rlnt OODID In the prutiilow Befiabl, 
.etayi bll ICll.lor year while being the hJih 5COl'tt ill every other =t that ipring. 
Rieves' aprlntin!! accompliabmeau ,rcn, IO lmpreulw, thal: his tnd. jcney WU mi=I Id the annual 

ibeelina Hlp! awarda MaC!Dbl.y. 
Rie\-ea cnm:d II tnd: scbolanhip to WcU Vu-Jin~ Unlvenlty. He compctcd for two ~ fa£ the 

fountam:cn. J-1c camed hll bochclor of IICien:e de~ In lmdsc:ape mt:hlta:turc. He DOW ~ilks In Brooklyn 
IX! l.t employed by the New Yori City Palk., & Rec:reatlan Dcpal1Ircni u I capital projc:ctJ an.-lytf. 

Joe Pettlnl (Alhkte - 197Dsl 

]rH PtttW (Broob Hlgb Sdxxil, Ou, of 1973). Peulnl Is without~ on tbc 
:iort IM of the pwest i--ep buehall playcn In Ohio Valley mnal.J. Hb hl&h ld:lool 
l.tmoiid resume ii ovaflow:loa wlth ~ which led to a SJllrl.lloi colJe.. 
iak ~ at Mc:n:e:t Uoivenity. 
Ttc multl--ttknted Pettlnl wrtcd every gum durioa bi1 Brooke Hi~~. some 

40 cootew. Ho didn't 11:ip II beat at M=, llartln,: 1111 196 pmo for the Macoa, 
~ lottlnnkln. 
Peninl oot only cnjoyed lndlvidJ.1.1..1 wccesa In hb Pfql career, he also led the BrulM 

) I ,;:oyete,:I &tatc bmebdJ dmmpioiclup. He WU I nm-time flnt-lc:am lill-Welt 
'iJpnia lclectloa and wa.s twice llll!r.:d captll.iD of the Ill-Valley l(Jll"d. lk amal ili0 dlstioction ofb:ing 
rq,talnofbolh the 1111-Valley 111d all-OVAC teams m II Kllla-. 
After hls brllliM!t MercerC4feef, Pettinl 1rU lignal Ill• non-drafted free aient with tbc ~ El~ In 

m. He wu la1c:r tBdcd to San Franci$CO,pJayinJ foor K:aJ011J with the Giants. Pettinl finisbedhls~fu
fOIW ba:lel.ll can,er by playing three, ye.an with the: C'lau AAA lnulsville Redbinh. 

Ha then ~ the coacltlng ranks, boldl:oJ ~ diff=rt posb. lfll n:mD1gmal cart:er c.om:meoced 
11th Huniltan.,Orr!Mio ht 1989. He moved to St. Pctcnburg for the 1990 ICUOD and In ArtanJm for three 
:uom. Pettin! roded bis miJu" !ague maoa&aial ~by ~ldlng tbc UlWJville Rrobirdi to theAnx:ri.can 
.~oa clwnpionshlp. 

Pettbil 1aJne,J a plmn llllgnment in 2002 when St. Cardlnab' managc,r Tony LaRiwa tabbed Pdlfnl to be 
ls beGch c:oach, I p,»llioo he uiil holds to:Jay. He 1!tt4ine,J the ultimate in 2006, gaining II WorW Sau:, 
tJampioiublp ring w]lh the c..rdlnah. 
Joe and hh wife Bmbara hll\·e two childim, Micbdk (V) mil Jmepb James (20). TIEy tt:ride ln Bethany, 

,. VL 

Jay Peterson (Athlete - '"""'l 

J~ Pmrnnt {Oitliz High School, au. of 1980). A apedlCllU£ foor-sp::,rt lllhklc, 
eltt$OU mu: hls blggat Impact on th: foolhall field. 
The Hopedale natl-.c danbl m • nmnlng bad whh 1U11T1CroUt IIIClll<nhk: peifoman:. 

1.lnclod1n111 liujk--g:ame mcdem Ohio Vallcy-=oni )n ywd:I 11gmmtMlngoaB:1 garra 
f 2t8 N1d 282 yurls. fk a:tRtl llX toochdown:11 In • pme rwice. 

Pe1crsm bmc 11 50-}= old Obin Valley slngle-lCIISOO ruahiq rccord held by OVAC 
~~ honort:e ~ (Pud.) Bll!p'ln when be Mhed fU' 2.348 ymls on 203 cmie. 
l kad c.ut IO an 9---()..2 record. He j.Jlt mwcd the nu1eJn ~ i'COOJlJ =ortl 
,uh 221 potnu (J2 t'DI, 28 PAT llc13), one point Uly of OVAC Hall of~ Teuy 
Dively of Powhmn'• llllrl: af2ll pofoo. 
la hiJ thrte-yea:r gridiron= with the C'.anlinah, bi! rwhal for 3,939 yisdt (.-:,:cod II th: tlm! on Im Ohio 

'alley can::u l!JIJ and si:orcl ,49 pol.a.lJ. PczRJo. had bb foo!ball No. ll mired by the ICbool.. 
In track, he:~ the Ohio VaJ\ey'• fll:$lelt l:in:lll In the 100-metai as• IC'llior (IID ~) ID.I also hid 

ie faste:r,t 100-yml Im-.: (!OJ) thal.year. He won theOVACCiu.lM 100-mettrnice In II.I m:.u:ida. 
He split sprtn1 .h:11)' b:t~ tract and lmcblJl w - anAII-Valley IJ:Dnhle mczidoo pic.k,hlttlnJ .312 and 

:ronting 2.5 itolm l:ua oo BD 18-7 r=:inl learn.. Pelalao also p,uticipErl In buktbill .. • qb:m<Je l!ld)m-

• He ea:ma1 e ICholanhip to Miami (Ohio) Unlvcnity mad wu bonom:l three times on the All-Mid-~ 
:oaJ'i:r= football !um, indudln&: fl:IU team accolu:I in 1982, .-:ccod teun In 1983 -1 hco;nblc IIIClttion In 
9SI. A fwr-yeu ~. be Is fifth oo the all-time cnreer rumm, yan1qc Jut at Miami with 21,'14 ysdl;. 

FolkJwlni: his~ from Miami In 19S1, ~ wmon to• COlldrin&cmer,firsl u blgb ldu::il: um-
111.111 Cadiz as -..ell as Cincim:l-11.l Ando::noll m:l C1Ddnnati Withrow. He then lpeo.l clyil ~ Zit Miami olOhio 
!991-98), five yein at NMhwatmi Univality (1999-2004) a:nd he IJ ~Y bepmloJ hu fourth Yai£ at 
:im::ni Miclrlpn Unlvcnlty wb= be b the au Imm head coac:h/dcfmrin, ~ OOJICb. 

Suzie Daller (Athleto - 1990sl 

SIUU IJ4ihr(Wbecllng Central Catholic High School. C'les.l of 1991). Sl\.e proved to 
e II true "cpeen of the C0\111" In m■.ny w,iy1, eicell~ for four years In baw::tball ud 
:1lllll mid addin& • couple of fine: K&ml\S ln volleyball for good~-

In bub:tball, Daik:f gffll All-We.st Vlfilllia recognkion lill frm yc:an, indocliJ31: fint 
~ lo Clan AA Bl a ~ and ■mlor end r.econd ~ ~ u a junkir. Sb0 
1U elso II tbm:~lme AJI-OVAC and All-Valley fint team ~Dll eod II two-time All
fountalM:CT Leque pkk. The valley'• lea<w In ~-point field go11h all four ye■n, 
11,e ICOred 22.1 ~ per pme as•~ II.lid fumbed bercvee:r with 1.3St poiou, 
1e aJJ.tJ~ cfrls l1lllik for the Lady Maro,;w;J Kni£hlll. OalJcr lal C.entnJ to Ihm: w-al~ 
lVAC Cl11.11AAc:bampiomhlpi and wu • IOJlOOIDOff' oo the Knl&Jrt.,' W. VII.. Cfu.,i AA 
late IUIIIICl"·llp ~ in J989. Carini poakd II. 77-]7 teem:I duriog her ca:=:T. 

In tellllb, lhe !lilO lett=d (001 yem and had tmr,cndoo1 nic:ceu In both OVAC and mte toummoeot play, 
ulmlnatlnti lo • W. Va. i;wi:, dooblel dmnpioruhip (with Pam BU(Ch) as• lmior as the Looy KnlibU fin• 
;bed as the 11ate ru1111eM1p. She also fJnilhal fin! or iecood Ul iievenil OVAC mid regional tounwneuU in 
oth Wlgkl md douhlel l!lld helped th,: nm lo thm: OVAC tltle:a and lhcce lop four fmWii::i In the ltMe. 

In vnlleyb!III, ■b0 1ctte=1 t,t,ice -1 gamed filll tr:mll All-OVAC hooo;u 11t • Knia, hclpg:!11 th, team to• 
7-~ record 1100 tbeOVAC, W.V... Sectk,n 111.Ddllqion I tlUCll,ll!ld• OlllAA111111ter-upfi11im In the mte 
--

Dalb" cootioocd to~ Ill St. Sonaveuturc Univenity as a four-year starter and lettmrrinner. She flnidied 
1 the school.'~ flflh 1111-tlme Jeadin& san:r (1.422 points) 1111d hail the fifth-ben MI!pe-lal:SO!l ln 1992-93 (124 
olou). She El m:onll for lin&le·gl!D0 (8), UDgfe-tnSOII (99) IDd = (291) tbm:.pointm; had the Wl
}c,-.uon record fir awru (163) and - ltll:ODd Ul car= .uiiU (-449). Her afl-ru:r bcx.cn Ill St. 
kolw,~ Included~ team aJl.conf=iic:c as a sophomore and third tc.am a• s.ewor. The 1995 
)MU<ln I Woori:i'1 Bw.etb:all Natlooal Tl=e-Point SbJodng clwnpion, lhe ~ indllcied Into the St. 
IOIIIVenture Athklic Hall of fame: In 2006. 
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Mike Kovalick (Alhktc - 1970,J 

Mia ~-,lid; (Bel~ Hi&Jt Scbool, Clffl- of 197S), Kowllck bes the dli:tinctlon of 
not only be:lnj a two-lpor! wndout, but alJo II two-llalc llaiJdout. 

Kovellck, tbe ilOII of le~ co.ch l3eolie K=allck, wu • Pfql grid -.I 11W per
fom:.er for thJtt yem at Weir HlJh before matrlcu1Mln1 to Bd1airc High for hu ICllior 
year. Both ICboob benef1~ from hli pmwcu OIi the p;ridiroi:J and Oil the mat. 

Kovlllkk ii 11ran: ltl:1e clwnpioa ~ In boch We,t Vlfilnla and Ohio. He tunied 
the trick in tbe Moo:ntain State as •Junior for th: Red Riden md capped hiJ ~ 11W 
career ..-lth • mte dwnpiomhip lo the Buckeye, State for the B111 Reds. Both IIITeU!lni 
cmwn1 came lo the J8j-pound clas.<ilfu:litlon. 

The: powerful matmKn WU llell"-perfcct biJ finll.l IMJ YC3I1 on the mill. He won 27 of 28 roalcile, U ajnn
lor before running the table In llil 28 bouu u ICIIKl'I". He WM llll OVAC champiou both ..-cmen oft« placing 
fifth ... topbonne. 

l-10 fl:nlm:d hlii lllustriow v=ltl.ln& = with a siellar 64-3-2 llllTk. 
Kowlid. cmtinued his mat wccc.u on the oolJeg1ate Divl$l00 I level. He wreslled for Bobby Doog!BJ at 

Arlmna SWe. Kovalld: f1nlshcd as PAC-JO l1llllla·up at 190 pomdJ in bi.I ICllior sea,on. 

Ko\"aUd - Bdl.am, Hli:b'• fint-cvcr llmc ~ champioo - was indudc,J lmo the achool.'i Hllll of 
Fame In 19!13 . 

He 1l'll .i.o an 1111-ltltr performer ln rootball. The two-w,iy llne:man anchored the Weir High tJrocba hls 
aq,bcnoorc mdjunlor YeaJJ and fi.Jled the- rule fir Bclhhc In 197-4. 

Kovallcl. eam:d Ill-Valley md all-OVAC booon hiJ final two ycm. Morro"'", be 11,'11 l1ltned all-Ohio In 
footblil b!J leZlior ~J:11 aad be played In the OVAC All-SIM Game. 

Kovalick rwia In Wbe:cllna:. 

Connie Doutt (Alhktc - 1980s) 

COlllUI Dolltl (Bud:cyc TBil Hi~ School, 0- of 1981). AI• time wbeo girls' 
tporu ~ ltacting lo lllD hold in hijh 1Cbool lll.hletle1, Doutt 11,'11 ooe of the f\nt who 
e.teclled In Ihm: ip01'1S - besktball, volleyball an<1 IIOl'lblll - but It wes oo the hll
letball court wtae a had tier biggest impact. 

Tue ICbool'g a.11-tim!, lwlng: IClJm" with 1,842 ~ who Abo had 538 areef 
rebouudt, the 5.7 ruairl helped Tull 1o four IIImght trlpl. to the OHSAA SUtC1 
TIJI.D1WIEl:lt underCoad:i Dave Unn, lncludl:n:111. llllic c:bunplomhip during ha aq,ho
lDCR laSOll In 1979. 

la ha frnbman year, Trafl p'.lli\el1 I 22•1 JCDYd, wJ-th Doutt scoring 2S4 pointJ aad I 
pl.ai:nx Asaoclmrl fuu AU-Ohio hollCnble me#lon. She ICOl'ed 311 pointJ u the LDdy 
warri<i-ii wmt 23-1 In wh:rrtJni the wte title in her .aplnnre ICMOll, with Doutt JWiied the~ trunwoent 
MVP and. qlll:n plning booonibk mention AD-Ohio accolades. The 1':ml wei:it 26-1 with Doutt a a junior 
tcor1n11432 pol nu. Sh, received firn tcw:nAII-ObkJ from Untied Preu Intematlanlll ll.00 f!nimed BJ runna•up 
u the "Plar=- of the Year" la Tull tea:mmelc Lori Haidy. She WU lllso a thlrtl lealllAII-Ohlo pkl by AP. 

Doutt moved lo tbc bta,J Of the clan, SO to speak.. 11.111 ICIOO" when l:be scored 815 points I.lid WU i'lnt lal.m 
UPI All-Ohio mid "Player of the Yeaf' u W?:U u nm team.AP All-Ohlo and firu ll:alll All-OVAC. Thal yai:r, 
Tnril ~ • 23-4 n:cord, mcm:tlnJ the Lr.dy Warrior,' t=Jfd durln; Ooorf1 fwr yean 1rU an lncmfible 94-
7. SI:£ wu selcd.:d for the fint Ohio Nortn·Sooth All-Slll"Gemc aod ICOml 18 points IO eara pme MVP hon
~-

Doutt 1l'U lliso II four-year ram- and k:tktwb:mer In bodi volleybllll and softball, playin11 on the Llldy 
Warrior.i' - tcnntWllelll team. In 1979. Sbe Wilt mducted inlo the Budeyt: Trail Athletic Hllil of Fame In 
1"'6. 

The: taknted cq:cr went <Bl ta• fine foor•yar ca:recr at the Univa1ity of Michipn, becomln& the actn:,]'s 
fint out-ol-mte lclJolmhlp recipient In women'• ba.,tetball. For ha= a:t Micbigm, Doutt acored 415 
po1nu, bad 267 rtlioundJ -i 1m-uu. 

Mark Cisar <Athlet• - 1990sl 
Marl Cimr(Magool.ia High School, CJ es of 1994). He Ii the only two-time winner 

of•~ football "Pl.ayer of the Year" !IWmd In OVAC bl.uOI)', having won West 
VIIJ]nia'g Kennetfy Awanl In 199211.Dd '93. He wn1 lllso the Gatande "Player of the 
Year., i:n 1992 and wn • two-tlnie Clu:1 AA llil•llate captain. He was• twcrlime All• 
OVAC 11.11d All-Valley i.ekctlon. 

CISII.I' pbyed guartcmeck, ufrty, placekidtt Wld pmter on Blue Eagle tams that 
compiled• two-year record or 25-J, fmWtlng u the: O.S. AA uau, =--up twia, 
wider the ~ of hll filtbtt, Dave Cl!:a!". In t1IU 1CUOD1 es e ltJlrter end otie "' • 
backnp, be pagai f~ Ohio Vlllley =:on1 tottb of 1,193 yvds II.lid 64 toochdowru. AJ 
11.junk,r, bc: passal for 11. reconl 21,91 yanh mid 34 TDt. He also l,Jded a valley 11.11d lltatc t=Jfd total of 85 
pomu and had• record-tying 99-yanl 'ID p11.n BJ e junior. 

1.11. buel;,Qll, bc: wu • three-time Afl.Wc,st V~inl• CiUII AA, AJJ--OVAC and All-Valley pitcher. 
Hc- abo areplar In tmkeiball, acoring4.'I pointJ Ina gam: Oil one oc~. 
He eamed a biaeball lCbol.lnblp to Charleuan Soutbem Ulllvailiy lo South Cuollna ..-here be: WU a four

yair lltanef. He wu mmed Bi& South Conference "Plllyer of the Year" lo 1997 and ..-u e tbm:-timc 1111-coo
f= plclc. 

Hc11mdnfted by the Botton Red Soi md wutheRed Soi Roob:Leap.e HPitchexofthe Yar" In 1998. 
In 1999, be was 1elccted to the South AtllDl.lc League All-Star Tam and woo a South AtWltlc Leaiue title 
In '99 as• member ol the Aogu"8. Orem Jzrlru. He thCll played for the Capltaio de Quebec, an !ndep:nd· 
ent kllgue tc.am, U!d wu an Ill~ In 2002 and the Northern I.ague HRelief Pitcher of tbc Yair". 

Cl3llf earned h:iJ bac.belor'• dc&I= In physical edi=tlDl! and wu 11. rubstitul!) teaclKr for five yean in tbe 
Wctul Coc.mty School ryllcm befott gohi& back to Chnie$loo (S.C.) to sen-e as 11. health II.lid pbyslclll cdu· 
cation tc:acber as wdl u an ~t footbllil coach. 

He ls tbc had footbdl coacli at Unloo Local HJ~ School, guiding the Jru to• 9-1 record Md their first
ever OHS AA pl.llyoff bath In 2007. He ~ named the ~ Dutrict·■ Divlsioo IV "CoCoach of the Yue". 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2004 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the 
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovallck 
(accepting for the late George Kovallck), 
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill 
Van Home), Betty Pokes (accepting for the late 
Cal Pokes), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (acceptiug 
for the late Rlcbard L. Potts), aud Martha 
Reese (ncceptiug for the late Evan Reese. 
Second row,Jim Murray (accepting for the late 
A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, 
Bill Mazeroskl, Dr. AI Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rayna 
Williams (acceptiug for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Speucer (accepting for Tim Speucer), Amy 
Gamble, MUch Hannahs, Vlck1 Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petbo. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2005 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Mntt Mumley (accepting for 
the late Rudy Mumley), Agues Tinuuons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strager (ncceptlng for the late 
George Strager), Bob Burton and John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester G~, 
Mary Kay Zltzelsberger (accepting for the late 
Walter Hell), Mary Schuetz (acceptiug for tbe 
late Ales Groza), June Paull (ncceptiug for 
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood 
and Terry Snively. Third row, John 'Fuzzy' 
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swl'iber, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), and Mutt Gaudio. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent
ing Cal Glflln), Ron Mauck,Mlke D'Innocente 
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard 'Lefty' 
Hall, Pool 'Bud' Bllllard and Dave Pugh (rep
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gain, Phil Nlekro, John Maglstro (represent
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry 
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bm Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

Members of the OVAC Hall or Fame Class of 
2008 or their representatives Include, front 
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond 
(accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug 
Huff (accepting for the late Jlnuny Stewart), 
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell 
(aceeptlng for the late Bob Kettlewell); second 
row, Tom Keane (acrepting for the late Tom 
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yokubowskl, BW 
Kennedy, Bob RJeves and Mike Kovallck; 
back row, Joseph Pettlnl (accepting for Joe 
Pettlnl), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Clsar and Suzie 
Daller. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Members or the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2007 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway, 
Earl Klevins, Sam Andy and Bill llinegardner; 
second row, Bad Cnrpico (representing, Joe 
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwain (representing 
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert 
'Bo' Mcconnaughy and Brenda Cattane 
Ballog (representing Gene Cottone); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Bl"Own, 
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs. 

ijALL OF FAME": • • 

• 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lou 'The Toe' 
Groza 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923) 

Clarke 
Hiukle 

Calvin 
Joues 

One of only threel3-lener winners in football, basketball, baseball aod track at Wheeling High.be was an oil-state football end and scored 54 paints inn basketball gmn 
as n freshman. He became n three-sport, nine-letter stnodout nt W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to earn his mark m coaching. 

A pioneer of the jump shot nod fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combined 405-193 record. A 
Wheeling, bis teams were 356-138 with five state titles in seven trips to the firulls. The 1938 and 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other state titles were won in 1936, I~ 
and 1943.1be '40 nnd '43 teruns lost bot once. 

Brinkman nlso coached football for 14 years - six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Fouro 
his gridiron teams claimed stntc titles in the pre-official state playoff cm: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. The '34 team wu 
unbeaten but twice tied. 

He also was a top-flight football official for several years and active in state coaches and officials' organizations. 
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls of Fame - West Vrrginin Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, und W. Vu.. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Cinss of 1952) 
A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school ll.00 college who attrocted national attention nod was profiled in numerous boob, national magaziocs (U)( 

major newspapers. Two books were written on his career. 
The 6-9, 190-pounder played only one season nt Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 game 

with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-l record state tunnO'-UJ 

Steubenville and hnnded W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses. 
He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, be scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 pe 

grune average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 465 points and scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Waki 
Forest, Providence, Butler and Ocightoo and gwues in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miwni Beach Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hall of Pruners left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Olobctrotters. He also pla.yed in the Eastern and ABL pro leagues bcfon 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminnry is best known as a record-setting professional football plJlcekicker, but he was much more. 
In high school, he was a three-sport standout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He wru; center, and the state tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Ride 

terun which won the 1941 state Class A title. He also was a tackJe on the 10-0-1 record. 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co-championship after a 14-14 tic will 
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Groza, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played football n.s a freshm.nn at Ohio State before joining the armed services which prtteded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967 
When he retired, he was pro football's all-time leading scorer with only one ID and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a Jong of 53 yards. He ha( 

conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight gnmes. The Lou GmzaAward is given annlliUly to college football's top placekicker. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tnck1e, ns well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams 
The Pro Football end Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Farner had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry 

Clark£ Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926) 
This versatile early era football player left such an impression on his a1mn mater that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is namcd,in his honor 
The 5- I 1, 195-pound nthlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the frrst Hall of Prune class, and in the National Footbal 

League. He wns inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football nod the Uppei 
Ohio Ynlley Dapper Dans. 

At BuckoeJI from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East-West GaIIk 
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer star Wa<I one of the most versatile players in the National Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-pla.cckickcr, WlC 

was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking nnd tockliog. 
Hinkle was frrst or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time All-Pro. He wns on the NFL AU-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packei 

practice fields is named in his honor. 
When he retired, he was the leading ru.sbcr (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totals now rank sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career point! 

nod averaged 40.8 ymds punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best k:oowo for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketbaJI team to a school-best 28-1 record nnd Ohio Class A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

team its only two )OS,Se:S, 

In football, the All-Ohio lineman sclccted the University of Iowa over Ohio State und went on to An-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He mode 22 All-Amerlct 
teams nt guard, including a record 15 in 1954. As team cnptain, be earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman and became one of only twc 
consensus All-America picks ot Iowa, where he played both offense and defense. , 

A member of the College Football and Hcbns Athletic Fouodation Hulls of Prune, he was inducted into the first Iowa Hull of Fame class and is a member of tht 
All-Tnne Hawkeye temn. His jerrey No. 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only two at the school. 

He wrui the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports lliustrated. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but bejote 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High Schoc>l, Class of 1957) 
A IO.letter winner io three sports for the Potters, he wns o. quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 rcconl 1956 football team; a regular basketball player on tenm which upset 

unbeaten Steubenville in the sectionnl tournament; and un all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio AU-Star Baseball Game and wns on winning Ohio football 
team in ruumal Ohio-West Vuginia All-Slru' Game. 

At Purdue University, he earned six letters ns footbalJ quarterback and baseball shortstop and wns team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned National Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio Stnte. He was Purdue's Outstanding 

Senior Athlete for ]96().61. 
Allen signed a pro basebaJI contract in 1961 with the Minnesotn Thins. After spending one year in the minor leagues at Omrlotte, N.C., he went on to a. 12-year major 

league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. In 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Tom Tresh for the 
American League Rookie of the Yearhonon;, He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1%2. ln 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hu11 ofFillne game In Cooperstown, N.Y. 

He's been loducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he becllIIlC the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hull and wus a charter Inductee into the East Liverpool Hu1l of 
Fmne. He's u1so in the Upper Ohio Vu1ley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Va!Jey Hulls of Prune. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport performer in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned AII-Vu11ey and All-Stnte honors as a senior football back. 
Craft played football, baseball and ran track at the University of AJnbama, where be wns a two-way back regular in football and earned second team AJl-Southeastem 

Conference honors. 
Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Engles of the National Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) us a defensive back-kick returner and was selected to the 

All-Trrne Eagles' Team. He played on Eagles' teruns which won NFL titles in 1948 und 1949 and finished second in 1947. He was nnmcd to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and 
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass inte.rttptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point kicks 
in 1952 game und returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards aguinst the Rams in 19.50. 

Craft is credited as the first player in the NFL to wenr the new hard plastic hehnet in 1951. He ended his NFL curecr in two seasons as a player-nssistnnt coach with the 
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' presentntioo of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, llOO 20-ynnl TD retwn, 
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hull of Farner Elroy (Crazy legs) Hirsch of the Rams. 

Craft is inducted into the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he wus a three-sport stundout at Llnsly and Bethany College. An AJI-Valley football player, he ulso scored 

an unherud-of 330 points in 21 basketball grunes in 1920, a rare totul in the center jump, low-scoring era. 
From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. lfu football teams scheduled top-ootch programs from three states and went 166-35-13 including a 111-10 

mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Rider.. 
won the first-evt.'t' WVSSAC largest class state playoff title und the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that school year, he coached the 1950 baseball team 
to its second state one-class crown (the other wus in 1945). The 1949-50 ba.<iketball team lost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to 
win the championship. He was selected West VlJEin.ia "Coach of the Year'' for high school and college ull sports. 

In basketball, he guided Weir to a 370-127 record and six state tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942. 
Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio 

Valley Football Coaches Hnll. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leader.. pictured on a 
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is nwned in his honor. 

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938) 
The finit Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team ull-state basketball three straight yenrs, he led the 'Wildcats to W. Va. &late titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24--0 

record in 1938. 
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Meben scored 1,193 points in S4- career 

grunes with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era. 
He later earned AJI-America and AJI-Southeastem Conf~nce recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference 

championship. After serving in World Wnr II, where he was wounded, he played prof~ionally with the Yoongstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps. 
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Prune in 1992. 

· Jule Rivlin (frirulelphia High School, Class of 1935) 
He was an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He a1so was the high-point scorer in the 1935 ooe-cluss state track 

meet where he won three gold medals. He timed 102 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit. 
At Marshall College, he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Crun Hcnden;on and enmed Little All-America honor.. 

while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the MaIBhall basketball team to two 
Mid America Conference titles. 

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947, he Wll.'i the Most Vuluable Player in the World Toumnmcnt in Chicago which featured the nation's best pro teams including the Harlem Globetrottern. 
He was a 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a first terunAH-W.Va. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 

finals. As a junior, he helped the lronrnen to a state tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 23-2. 
At West Vuginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York's 

Mndison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular senson record, the Mountaineers were seed
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 5249, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western 
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team's only &-footer was the team's lending rebounder and second-highest scorer nnd was select
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to 1145-20 record. 

ln 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Rnese in the anned services, Barie served as interim coach and guided WVU to 11 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach high school basketball for 19 years 11t Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 games. 

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Flllne class nnd is 11 W. Va. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School, Class of 1931) 
The 6.3, 210-pound football center started 22 gllll1eS in his Big Reds' career and earned All-Eastern Ohio nnd All-Valley honors before becoming the 

first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selectedAII-Americn 
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pictorial 
banner above the front entrance to the City Building. 

In the second N11tional Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later 
renamed the Steelers, No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrok:. Weirton's Bob Gnin, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was 
a fifth pick. Basrnk played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Camey (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952) 
A 10-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob McFnrren. WmtersviJle, however, didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Carney accepted a scholarship to Ohio University. 
As 11 sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being caUed to military 

service. 
After returning, he led the Bol:x:nts' track terun to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA 

220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won 
the conference 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individunl or relay records. 

Carney was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
meets, He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters, 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. terun for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals, 
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of Italy, who set an Olympic record of 205 seconds. Carney's time of 20,6 
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fome and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for 

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pitt, he was selected terun captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and enmed All-America honors in l 934 after coming back.from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
The 1934 Pitt tellJn was acclaimed national champions. The three-year lettennan played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record. 

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, u future U.S. president. 
Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He coached Moundsville High in 1938 nnd Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school's only All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931) 
He earned 10 letters in three sports - football, basketball and baseball - and was an AU-Eastern Ohio and AU-Valley football end under Coach Fred 

Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basketball townament. 
After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa,, the 6-foot, 186.pounder became a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the famed 

... Vow Boys" team - so named for vowing not to lose to Southern California during their career, Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip, 
a two-way end and placekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Grune. 

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions, 
A member of the All-Time Stanford team, be wns inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame. 
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Ernie Bell (Enst Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). 
He wns a two-way line stnndout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regll.fded ns one of the best in school history, 
The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 

after the 9-0~1 record team wns voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. 
The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtnbula and Wellsville and 

tied Sandusky, 13-13. 
OpJX)sing teams found it ulmost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue Univer..ity and 

the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked seveml times by Be11 and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season. 
Bell nlso blocked four punts in one game of his four-year cnreer. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hnll of Fame, Bell nlso was a member of the winning North team in the unnual Ohio North-South game. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939). 
He was a two-sport Bulldog stnndout who signed a pm baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which 

ndvnnced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest □ass A division. 
The 1938 team, conched by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual chrunpion Newark in the semifinals. 

In 1939, under conch Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defented Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar
terfinals. 

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and 
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for 
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Brndley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation, be started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn State League. He then competed, as a first baseman and outfielder, 
in Fargo, ND., and Charleston, W.Va., before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg und Wilkes-Barre, Pa., before being 
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

GeorJ!e 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). 
A legendary early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red terun of 1930 und a program which reeled off nn OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a 

junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games - 00th Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades. 
His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s. 
He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 
Burgwin died of a heart attack ut age 37 in 1951. 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1937). 
He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended a 

school-best 22-2 season, under conch Reed Clark, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union. 
He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a rwtional scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke .the national career scoring 

record of 1,5% points set by national Hall of Farner Hllllk Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
lust two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average und 1941 at 22D) and became the first West Vrrginia Conference player to average 20 points for a seuson. 

In 1941, the small college All-Amcricnn became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
in a national AU-Star game in Chicago. 

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the walls of the school gymnusium, he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team. 
After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Good.years. 

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941). 
The Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet lettennan in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and OOxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished his career ut Northwestern University in Chicago. 
A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Jlenrs in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League -

the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers, In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi
onship game. 

ln his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 cutches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games. 
His seven-year, 81-gnme NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns. 

57 



Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Embarks on 67th Year 

rw rw 
The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing, 
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman 
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference's first 
president. 

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more 
lucrative program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley. 

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the 
United States. A total of 47 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 17,000 
athletes in the various competitive athletic areas. 

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of 
all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship, 
scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference. 

Current OVAC Member Schools 
Paden City 
Zanesville Bishop Rosecrans 
Bishop Donahue 
Weirton Madonna 
St. John Central 
Conotton Valley 
Beallsville 
Bridgeport 
Valley 
Toronto 
Cameron 
Shadyside 
Frontier 
Linsly 
Wellsville 
Morgantown Trinity 

Steubenville Catholic Central 
Caldwell 
River 
Shenandoah 
Wheeling Central Catholic 
Monroe Central 
Buckeye Trail 
Fort Frye 
Barnesville 
Magnolia 
Bellaire 
Tyler Consolidated 
Union Local 
Martins Ferry 
St. Clairsville 
Meadowbrook 
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Oak Glen 
Harrison Central 
Indian Creek 
Steubenville 
Weir 
Edison 
East Liverpool 
Buckeye Local 
Beaver Local 
Cambridge 
Parkersburg South 
Zanesville 
Brooke 
John Marshall 
Wheeling Park 
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