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The OVAC Hall of Fame Committee: front row (left to right}, Thomas E. Rataiczak, Robert “Bubba” Kapral and Tom Tisher;
second row, Jeff Harrison, Kelly Rine, Nick Bedway and Ron Mauck; third row, Doug Huff, Jay Kiger and Dick Wolf,

OVAC Hall of Fame
Committee

Nick Bedway Retired Sports Editor, News-Register/The Intelligencer, Wheeling
Jeff Harrison Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge
Doug Huff Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling
Robert “Bubba” Kapral Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry
Jay Kiger | Assistant Principal, East Liverpoo! High School
Ron Mauck Ron Mauck/OVAC Wrestling Championship Director
Tom Tisher Athletic Director, River High School
Thomas E. Rataiczak OVAC Executive Secretary
Kelly Rine Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School
Dick Wolf Former East Liverpool City Schools Board Member, OVAC Supporter




sz 2008-2009 OVAC

The 2008-20{09 OVAC Executive Board. Front row, left to right, Walt Skaggs, Ohio Board Member; Jeff Crosier,
Ohio Board Member; Jerry Narcisi, Past President; Dianna Vargo, President; Dan Doyle, Vice-President; and
Dan Angalich, West Virginia Board Member. Second row, Tom Rataiczak, Executive Secretary; Steve Wojcik,
Baseball Commissioner; John Howell, Basketball Commissioner; Don Zinni, Feotball Commissioner; Tom
Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; and Nancy Mumley, Treasurer. Third row, Blair Closser, Class AAAA
Representative; Kelly Rine, Class AAA Representative; Ed Cihy, Class AA Representative; Bob Koch, Class AA
Representative; and Doug Tush, Class A Representative. Not pictured, Tim Haught, West Virginia Board Member.




Never, Never,

From a family’s first Campus Visit to Graduation Day, these words echo throughout
the Linsly Experience. To persevere through adversity. To show grace in victory and defeat.

To respect the opposition. These values serve students well while they are at Linsly and
through their college and professional lives.
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Congratulations on your
induction into the OVAC
Hall of Fame!!

Mike Kovalick

Proud Graduate of
Bellaire High School
Class of 1975

From
Bellaire High School
Athletic Department

Go Big Reds!
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Thank you to Mr. Ron Mauck

e Qe "

As a Teacher, Coach and Mentor, Ron has
served as a role model for me these past 40 years.
Ron was the teacher that gave a chance to a senior
first time athlete at Follansbee High School.
He was the coach that began to develop skills in
a young undisciplined wrestler. And he was the
mentor that guided a young coach at
Steubenville High School on the road to success.

Again, thanks Coach Mauck

John Craig,
Principal
Indian Creek High School
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Congratulations

Tom Yakubowski

of
Adena High School

on your induction into
the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Hall of Fame - Class of 2008

From the Buckeye Local Touchdown Club

Go Panthers!
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Congratulations

John Blatnik

on being honored
as a ‘Legend of the OVAC’

From the Bridgeport School District

Board of Education

Don Cash
Bill Talik
Roger Stewart
Michael McGrath
Jerry Moore

Mark Matz,
Superintendent

Amy Porter,
Treasurer

Proud to be a Bulldog!
L I S L B B B S B B .
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CONGRATULATIONS
BILL KENNEDY

pre== i S

On Your Induction Into The
OVAC HALL OF FAME

WE ARE PROUD OF YOulll

LOVE,
THE SMITH'S - PATTI AND HEATHER
&

THE KENNEDY'S - BRYANT, JOHNNY, AARON,
TERRANCE & RALEIGH
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Congratulations
To the family of Bob Kettlewell

Congratulations
John Craig

Ohio Valley Athletic Conterence
Hall of Fame Inductees

Class of 2008
From the Indian Creek Athletic Boosters
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Congratulations on your
induction into the OVAC
Hall of Fame!!

Coach Thomas

Proud Graduate of
Bellaire High School
Class of 1952

From
Bellaire High School
Athletic Department

Go Big Reds!
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— Congratulations —

Bob Hedmond

John Craig
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees

George (Puck) Burgwin
“Legend of the OVAC”

From Big Red Boosters Club

Big Red Boosters Club S

P.O. Box 1412 H
Steubenville, Ohio 43952 S
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Congratulations

Ernie Bell

on being honored
as a “Legend of the OVAC”
at the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet

From East Liverpool High School

Tast Witerpool High School

100 MAINE BOULEVARD
EAST LIVERPOOL, OHIO 43920-1999
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f‘ROM PLAYER TO COACH

75 14th Street » Wheeling, WV 26003 » (304) 233-1660
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Suwzie Dailer

Basketball Accomplishments

WV Class ‘A’ All-State 3 years
Asst. Coach 2 WV State Champions
National 3-Point Shootout Champ
St. Bonaventure Basketball Hall of Fame
OVAC Hall of Fame

Congratulations #15
Pove  Mom, Dad, Dubie, T-Jay & Kenny

CONGRATULATIONS

* AUNT SUZIE *

WE LOVE YOU!

%)
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Kerry, Kathy,
Maggie and Sydney
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Congratulations

Bill Thomas

Dad and Papa

Doug David
Cindi Mindy
Cody Julia
Jordan Matthew
Rebecca

The Thomas Families

CONGRATULATIONS

ON YOUR INDUCTION INTO THE OVAC HALL OF FAME
Weir High Faculty, Staff and Administration
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Congratulations

Adena High School Class of 1958

Dad, we are all very proud of you!

From your family
Chris Yakubowski
Mark and Gail Yakubowski & family
John and Beth Shumacker & family
Patrick Yakubowski
Vince and Lisa Yakubowski & family

Joe Pettini

We are very proud of all
that you have accomplished
In your career

Love,
Barb, Amy, Kevin and Joseph

The Pettini Family
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CONGRATULATIONS
TOM YAKUBOWSKI

On your induction to the
OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE HALL of FAME!
From your “HOMETOWN” bank...

The Peoples National Bank of Mt. Pleasant @
740-769-2377 or www.peoplesnationalbankonline.com

Member
Adena FDIC Mit. Pleasant . Dillonvale

Congratulations Tom and Jim Keane
OVAC Hall of Fame honorees

Leo Keane Jim Keane Mike Keane Tom Keane Jim Keane
Father U.S. Navy Linsly Academy 44 Ohio State *44 Great Lakes 44
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Iy »
48] JOHN BLATNIK (R
¥ CLASS OF '39

THE BRIDGEPORT ATHLETIC BOOSTERS
WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE
LATE JOHN BLATNIK AND HIS FAMILY
ON HIS INDUCTION INTO THE OVAC

HALL OF FAME.

RESPECTFULLY,
BRIDGEPORT ATHLETIC BOOSTERS
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Congratulations

John Craig
Mike Kovalick
Bob Hedmond

Mike Kovalick Bob Hedmond

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches’ Association
salutes and thanks you for your contributions to wrestling
in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
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To one of Buckeye Trail’s Finest Athletes

CONGRATULATIONS

on your induction into the
OVAC HALL OF FAME

Connie Doutt

Girls’ Basketball

State Champion — 1979
State Runner-up — 1978, 1980 & 1981

Career Scoring — 1842

All-time leading career score at Buckeye Trail

Single Season Scoring — 662

All-time leading season at Buckeye Trail

Career Rebounds — 538

Connie Doutt is the only girl at Buckeye Trail to play Division | sports. Her skills and abilities were not
limited to girls’ sports as she could have played on most boys’ teams. Because of her abilities, the
statistics she accurmnulated were accomplished mostly in two quarters per game. Her passing ability
and sharing the ball were probably her greatest strengths. With the exception of a LeBron James, how
many people have ended their high school career having been in a state final each year?

~Dave Linn, Head Coach

From Buckeye Trail Athletic Booster Club
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ive Straight Winning Seasons
tu :
ratulag; on,
Coach S

*¢ Bill Thomas

Barnesville High School
letic Department %




Kenny Griffith

Wellsburg High School
Class of 1937
“Legend of the OVAC”

Thank you from
The Griffith Family

Congratulations DOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOCOO
Mark Cisar | |
The Lexington High School
ey Athletic Booster Club

congratulates

Connie Doutt

on her induction

into the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference
Hall of Fame
Love,
Your #1 Fans
Angie, Maddie & Jacob BOOOOOCOTOOOOOTOOCOOCOOOOOD
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&5 OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2008 &}
Bob Hedmond

Robert L. “Bob” Hedmond (Follanshee High School, Class of 1948). During his high school days, Hedmond was a varsi-
ty letterman in football, track, baseball and basketball. He won the half-mile title and played in the 1948 OVAC Charity All-
Star Football Game in which he sustained torn knee cartilage,

After spending 21 months in the military, Hedmond enrolled at Shepherd College where he played fullback and defensiva
end before graduating in 1954,

In coaching, Hedmond met with success at every stop. He was especially adept at starting neophyte programs or rebuild-
ing teamns that needed a spark, He coached football, track and/or wrestling at several schools, including Oxon Hill (Md.), East
Liverpool, Brooke and Steubenville. Hedmond started the program &t Oxon Hill and took his teamn from an 0-5-4 recond the
first year to a 5-3-1. He became the first head foothall coach at the consolidated Brooke High School in 1969 and led the
Bruins to an OVAC championship. Hedmond took over at Stenbenville in 1981 and directed the Jefferson County squad for
two years, His teams compiled an 18-4 record and qualified for Big Red’s first two post-season berths since Ohio adopted a
playoff system in the 1970s. While at East Liverpool, Hedmond lettered 18 sophomores as the Potters turned in a 3-7 record. :
The following season, they rebounded to finish at 7-3. Overall, his record as o head football coach was 44-22-5. During his = : S
time as track coach with the Potters, his teams went through four straight seasons without losing n dual meet. Bob Hedmond

Successful as he was with a cosching whistle around his neck, Hedmond was even more effective as an administrator.

Within the OVAC, he served as a class representative, was o long-time member of the OVAC Foundation Executive Board and, for several years, he direct-
ed giant OVAC Wrestling Tournament.

Hedmond served as Athletic Director at Steubenville High School ond later waos the Building and Grounds Superintendent with Steubenville City Schools.

Among his numerous honors were the Carl Hamill Memorial Award, presented by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club; OVAC Mr, Mat Award; Chio
Eastern District Coach of the Year; Eastern District Athletic Director of the Year and an Outstanding Achievement Award, also from Dapper Dan, Before his
passing, Hedmond was inducted into the Ghio Athletic Administrators Hall of Fame.

Jimmy Stewart

James C. “Jimmy” Stewart (Trindelphia High School, Class of 1918). Stewart devoted nearly a half-century to the news-
paper profession, serving with great distinction,

He began his career associated with the Wheeling News and The Register, which then were separate newspapers. Stewart
was sports editor of the now-defunct Wheeling Telegraph from 1921 through 1929 and later became the spois editor of the
News-Register. He eveniually concluded his long career as the associate sports editor of the N-R where he worked alongside
fellow Hall of Famer Bill Van Homne.

In the early years of the OVAC, the conference perhaps had no greater friend than “Jimmy™ Stewart, this according to Van
Home himself. Beginning in 1943, Stewart kept the weekly standings on football and basketball until his retirement on
December 31, 1968.

Stewart also painstakingly kept record books that proved invaluable to anyone interested in Ohio Valley sports lore. He also
was recognized os a walking encyclopedia on local athletics, His head was a storehonse of sports information. What wasn't com-
mitted to his memory could be found in his pocket-sized record books and envelopes which filled his desk and filing cobinet.

If someone wanted to know the score of the Martins Ferry-Bellaire football game in 1921, for example, all they needed

Jimmy Stewart was to call and he would come up with the information in a matter of seconds.
Beginning in the early 1920s, Stewart’s “Lookin’ Em Over” column was one of the most widely-read throughout the area.
In later years, he penned a golf column, “The 19th Hole,” which appeared in the newspaper every Sunday from the spring months into the fall. He also ini-
tinted a popular Monday column on area collegiate sports which he titled, *With the Colleges.”

He was also involved with the scheduling of basketball games worked by members of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials, His area
of newspaper coverage went back to the days when Wheeling had a franchise in the Middle-Atlantic Baseball League. His love of sandlot baseball was well
known, s he almost meticulously covered happenings in the old Intelligencer and United Mine Workers baseball leagues.

A quict man who never cast himself in the limelight during his career, Stewart wns honored with a special award at the time of his reticement from on
appreciative Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. He also received an award of appreciation from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and a plague from
the Golden Valley Basketball Tournament that was then hosted by West Liberty and Wheeling College,

John Craig

John Craig (Follansbee High School, Class of 1967). Craig enjoyed an illustrious 26-year career as o head wrestling coach,
including two seasons at Hillsboro (Ohio) High School, 18 years at Steubenville Big Red and five years at Indian Creek High
School in Wintersvitle.

‘Whitle at Big Red, his teams earned six overall championships in the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, Steubenville also cap-
tured seven divisional titles and finished in the top three & total of 13 times at the conference championship event. Thirty-one
of his Big Red matmen exmed individual conference titles, He had 87 qualifiers for the Ohio state meet, five of whom eamed
individunl championships, and 23 who were state place-winners. His team finished in the top five at the Ohio state touma-
ment four times, including o runner-up finish in 1988.

Craig's 1989 squad finished the regular season ranked No. 1 in The Associzted Press Divisien IT wrestling poll and placed
third at the state tournament. His overall doal meet record was 201-74-3 and he coached his teams to 42 toumament cham-
pionships, including nine district titles. Four times, his teams turned in undefeated dual meet records. Several of his former
wrestlers went on to compete in college at schools such as Ohio State, Purdue, Army, Navy and West Liberty. One of his pro- 7
1égés won a Big 10 championship and others were place-winners in the NCAA Division I, II, ITI and NAILA national tourna-
ments. John Craig

Craig was named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year on five occasions and was presented the prestigious “Mr. Mot Award™
in 2002. He is a member of the Ohio Wresiling Coaches and the West Liberty State College Athletic Halls of Fame. In 1982, he was selected as the East-
Southeast Wrestling Coach of the Year and the Ohio Division II Coach of the Year.

For 21 years, Craig served as o wrestling official on the youth, junior high, high school, college and open levels. As a principal at Indian Creek, he was one
of the founders of the Buckeye 8 Athletic League.

As an athlete, Craig wrestled at Follansbee High School and was n three-year letterman ot West Liberty where he earned WVIAC championships three times
ard twice was the MVP in the conference tournament. In 1972, Craig was the runner-up in the NAIA nationa! meet, where he eamed All-American honors.
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2008
Bob Kettlewell

Robert S. “Bob” Keitlewell (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1947). During his 20 years os the head coach at Wintersville
High School (1956-75), Kettlewell’s teams posted a 143-40-10 record, the third-best winning percentage in Ohio Valley
history for coaches with 100 or more wins. His tenms eamed nine league championships (four in the Big Eight and five
OVAC titles). Wintersville won its first OVAC crown under Kettlewell in 1956, got its second in 1966 and then captured
three in a row from 1970 through 1972, which egualed a record held previously by Bellaire and Martins Feery.

Keitlewell hed three undefeated teams at Wintersville — 1957, 1967 and 1972 — and seven clubs that sustained just one
loss. From 1966 through *73, the Warriors lost only 11 games. Under Kettlewell’s direction, Wintersville scored in a record
140 straight games, ending with a scoreless tic against Bellaire in a contest that saw the Gold Warriors denied what would
have been a game-winnping and streak-continuing touchdown because of a penalty.

Among the stars coached by this highly-regarded mentor was Donnie Young, the Ohio Valley career rushing record holder.
Among the other numerous college athletic football standouts tutored by Kettlewell were Chio State captain Alan Jack who
g}:}\ﬁ:ﬁ?& .un undefeated Rose Bowl team with the Buckeyes, and Roger Alford, the first black to sign at West Virginia Bob Kettlewell

Ketilewell also was a standout athlete while playing at Linsly Military Institute. He lettered in four sports and played football at West Virginie University,
where he also lettered.

Indion Creek High School’s (formerly Wintersville High) football facility was renamed “Bob Kettlewell Memorinl Stadium” in his honor. In 1590, Bob
was the fourth Ohio Valley coach inducted into the Ohio Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame. He joined the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall
of Fame in 1987.

Bill Thomas

William D. “Bill” Thomas {(Bellaire High School, Class of 1952). During a 48-year career as a track official, Thomas
served ns the meet referee for nenarly every major championship in the Ohio Valley, The list includes the Martins Ferry and
Shadyside Relays; the St, Clairsville, Barnesville and Wheeling Park Invitationals; Cal Giffin Track Classic; various OVAC
championship meets; West Virginia Regionals and the Ohio High School Athletic Association Eastern Sectional and District
meets,

He was a meet official for 10 OVAC schools, including Bellaire, Barnesville, Cambridge, John Marshall, Martins Ferry,
Shadyside, Skyvue, 5t. Clairsville, Wheeling Park and Union Local and Thomas also worked o8 &8 meet official at the
Mansfield Relays (15 years); Bellaire Relays (48 yenrs), Ohio regional championships (10 years) and the Ohio high school
state meets for boys and girls (15 years). Thomas also served as meet director a3 numerous Buckeye State district and
regional events, along with the OVAC Truck Championships.

- He received the OVAC Cal Giffin Award for service to track and field in 1983; was honorary referee at the Bellaire Relays
Rill Thomas in 1996 and was honored again during the 50-year celebration of the famed Bellaire meet in 2004, The former Bellaire High
athletic great is & member of the school’s Wall of Fame.
A brilliant high school athlete, Thomas capped his track career at Bellaire in the spring of 1952 when he placed second at the
Ohio state meet in the 120-yard high hurdles with a sparkling effort of 14.6 seconds. He also was fourth that year in the long jump.

Thomas is regarded as one of the finest hurdlers to grace the Ohio Valley, His brilliant 14.6-second state meet effort against big school competition
(there were only two classes in Ohio in those days) stood as an all-time valley record. He also excelled in football, basketball, track and baseball. Thomas
was a quarterback in football and played forward in basketball. Bill played first base on the baseball team in the spring of 1952. Thomas was o two-way
performer for the Ohio team in the annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Football Game and later coached in the gnme as an nssistant to River's Marty
Flannery in 1973.

Thomas attend Mississippi State on a football scholarship and alse lettered there in track his freshman year. After two years with the Bulldogs, he entered
the Army and served overseas before coming home and playing on the 1956 National Service football championship tenm, coached by Don Caryell, who
later coached the San Diego Chargers, Thomas finished his college career at West Liberty State College where he lettered in football and baseball. He
also had n long and successful career in coaching. He spent five years as an assistant in football and basketball at Bellaire High. Afier that tenure, he went
to 5t. Cleirsville as head baseball coach and an assistant in football and basketball, Bill later spent five years as head football coach at Barnesville before
becoming athletic director at Bellaire in 1973. He served as head coach at Union Local from 1978 until 1981 when he returned to Bellnire s @ teacher
until retiring in 1989,

Tom Keane

Tom Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1944). The Bellaire native was a multi-sport standout for the Cadets
and earned All-OVAC basketball and football on the first selections in 1943-44. He also was an All-City basketball selec-
Hion. As a senior on a 7-4 record Cadet football team, the two-way back and punter returned a pass interception 106
yards to score in an 18-6 win over Warwood.

He enrolled at Ohio State where he lettered as a freshinan before serving 20 months in the U.S. Navy.

Upon discharge, he enrolled at West Virginia University and lettered in 1946 and 1947, becoming a rre letterman ot
both OSU and WVU.

Keane was a third round pick and 18th overall National Football League Draft selection by the Los Angeles Rams in
1948. He played eight NFL seasons, and 87 games, as o defensive back-offensive end including the first four with the
Rams. In 1952, he played with the Dallas Texnns before two years with the Baltimore Colts and ended his career in
1955 with the Chicago Cardinals. He was a two-time All-Pro and played in the 1953 Pro Bowl, ranked second in the
NFL in pass interceptions twice, and played in three NFL championship games including the 195! Rams’ title team.
From 1948-52, both Keane brothers competed in the NFL.,

He was a long-time assistant coach in the NFL including Chicage Cardinals from 1957-39, Pittsburgh 1965 and was
an original member of the Miami Dolphins’ staff in 1966 where he remained through 1985 as defensive backs and special teams coach. In 1962, he became
the first head conch of the Wheeling Fronmen and served until joining the Steelers’ staff. The [ronmen went 9-4 in 1962 before winning the United Football
League title with a 12-1 record in 1963, In 1964, the Ironmen were 7-7.

Keane died at age 74 in 2001.

Tom Keane
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Nick Mumley

Nick Mumiey (Wheeling High School, Class of 1955). One of the most honored three-sport athletes in the long history of
Wheeling High, he starred in football, basketball and track, eamning three varsity letters in each,

He was first team All-State in football as a two-way end and he also received All-OVAC and All-City accolades.

In basketball, he was first team all-class All-West Virginia as a senior and was a two-time All-OVAC and All-City first
team selection. He scored 15.8 points per game os a junior and 24 3 per outing as a senior,

As a Wildeat senior in 1955, the 6-foot-6 center was the anchor of the final team coached by OVAC Legends' honoree
Everett Brinkman which won its first 18 games before bowing in the regular season finale at Bellaire. The OVAC title-win-
ning team won the sectional and regional titles before bowing in the first round of the state tournament to Mullens to
finish with o 22-2 record,

He also scored 30 points in a record-setting 146-110 victory over Weir High at Madison Gymnasium, a gnme which set
Ohio Valley and West Virginin marks for combined points in a game (256). .

In track, he won two state one-class shot put titles with marks of 51-3 1/2 in 1955 and 52-2 3/4 in 1954 and two OVAC Nick Mumley
shot put crowns, including a conference-record toss of 53-5 1/2.

He earned a football scholarship to Purdue University, where he lettered three years as a regular two-way end.

He was the 51st overall NFL draft pick in 1959 by the Philadelphia Eagles, but opted to play in the new American Football League where he competed
three seasons from 1960-62 with the New York Titans, a forerunner of the Jets, as a defensive end-offensive tackle. He played in a total of 42 AFL games,

Tom Yakubowski

Tom Yakubowski {Adenn High School, Class of 1958). A three-sport standout for the Golden Wave who starred in the
first year the school joined the conference, which expanded to three classes in 1957-58,

At Adena, he was a three-sport team captain in football, basketball and baseball and earmed 10 letters— four in baseball
and three each in basketball and football.

The 1957 Adena football team went 6-2-2 and won the OVAC Class A crown. He was a fullback-linebacker-quarter-
back in football and an AN-OVAC, All-Valley Small School and All-East Ohio Athletic League selection. He was the
MVP of the 1958 Ohio-W.Va. All-Star game won by Ohio, 25-0. He scored 13 points and starred as fullback-linebacker.

In basketball, he was a two-time All-East Ohio Athletic League honoree and averoged in double figures for three
seasons, including 11.3 points per game as a sophomore; 17.5 points as a junior and 19.2 points as a senior.

: In baseball, the pitcher-infielder was an All-Ohio selection as a senior and he also pitched in the Enst-West All-Star

game in Columbus. He led the Golden Wave to a 12-1 record, losing in the regional finals to Northwestern High and

Tom Yakubows future Major League pitcher Dean Chance. He tossed two one-hitters in a three-day span and had 32 2/3 consecutive
scoreless innings in tournament play, which ranks second in the Ohio High School record book.

He earned n football scholarship to Purdue University, where he lettered as o sophomore and senior fullback-linebacker while suffering a series of knee
injuries. He was second on the team in rushing (310 yards) as a sophomore. He also played baseball one season at Purdue.

Yakubowski competed in the 1962 Blue-Gray All-Stor Football Game and tried out as a free agent with the Buffalo Bills.

He later had a 38-year education career as a teacher, coach and administrator.

S T

Bill Kennedy

Bill Kennedy (Warwood High School, Cless of 1967). Basketball and Bill Kennedy nre synonymous. Some four-plus
decades since starring at old Warwood High School, basketball still is a major part of his life.

Kennedy enjoyed a stellar prep career with the Vikings. The dazeling 6 ft. 2 guard led Warweod to state Class AA bas-
ketball tournament appearances in both the 1966 and '67 campaigns. He capped his prep hoop career by sparking the
Vikings to the school’s only state basketball crown.

That team finished with o stellar 24-2 mark, including closing the season on a 15-game victory run. Warwood captured
its first OVAC hoop title in 21 years, with Kennedy providing much of the firepower with his 26.2 points per game aver-
age.

The explosive backcourt dandy gamered first-team all-West Virginia, all-OVAC, and all-City plaudits.

Just a season prior, Kennedy led the Vikings to a 22-4 mark and the state semifinals before being eliminated by Muilens.
He was a first-team all-OVAC honoree that year ond was named an all-state tournament selection, an honor he duplicat-
ed os a senior. Bill Kennedy

Kennedy finished his illustrious Vikings® basketball career with more than 1,200 points. He was also an accomplished
high jumper, s reflected in his third-place finish in the state Class AA meet as a senior.

His basketball achievements earned him a spot with the West Liberty State College basketball team. He wasted no time in making his mark for the
Hilltoppers, leading the team in scoring in both his freshman and sophomore seasons with 509 and 443 points, respectively.

Kennedy enmed all-WVIAC and all-tournament plaudits as a freshman.

His two years of impressive play with WLSC provided a springboard to a transfer to Arizona State for the 1971 and '72 seasons. Kennedy proved he
wis no small-school wonder as he led the Sun Deyvils in scoring both seasons, overaging 14.8 and 14.6 points per game, respectively. His two-year paint
total of 765 is the ninth best for 2 Sun Devil in a two-year career. All told, he scored 1,719 on the colleginte level.

His play at Arizona State caught the eyes of professional scouts. He was drafted by Memphis of the ABA, but opted for a career as a basketball official.

Kennedy, who still resides in the Phoenix area, continues to be a Pac-10 college basketball official.

27




OVAC Hall of Fame

Saturday, August 16, 2008

........................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary
............................................ Dr. Vince Moseau, River High School principal

1 £ 9 T= O TR 5:30 p.m.
Introductions ..........ccccocoiiiiiiiiiinnn, Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary
Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio
Legends of the OVAC .............. Ernie Bell, John Blatnik (accepted by Dr. Jay Blatnik),

George Burgwin {accepted by Reno Saccoccia),
Kenny Griffith (accepted by Robert Griffith), Jim Keane

o e e e e e e M M M M s M Em mm w we e

2008 Hall of Fame Inductions

OVAC ‘Family’
Bob HEAMONG... ..t presented by Don Donatelli
(accepted by Chip Hedmond)

Media
JIMMYy STEWAH ..c.ooiiiiiiiriieni e presented by Doug Huff

Officials
Bill TROMAS .....cciieeiieiiieie e i mrmrr e e e nemrassne e presented by Monte Miller

Coaches
JONN Craig - e presented by Ron Mauck

Bob Kettlewell.......cococoveiiiiininimmniienes presented by Dennis Montgomery, DDS
{accepted by Margaret Ann Keitlewell)
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Induction Ceremony

WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W.Va.

Athletes

Tom Keane .....ccccvveeevinicirire s s e e e presented by Thomas R. Keane
NICk MUMIY ..o presented l;:y Jody Mumley
Tom YakubowsKi......ccccovcviimmeeeeiiiiiieniene e, presented by Steve Kokovich, PhD
Bill KENNEAY ... e s presented by Jack Schuetz
30D RIBVES ..ciii e presented by Doug Huff
Viike KovalicK .......cccooimrrirr e presented by Dennis Bowman
JOE Pettini «ooooiiii e presented by Doug Huff
‘accepted by Joseph Pettini)

SONNIE DOULL ..ottt presented by Dave Linn
JaY PetersOn....c.icii ettt presented by Eric Peterson
MArK CiSar .....veevivirceririreres e scrrere e e e e e presented by Dave Cisar
SUZIE DaIlBr ..vvveiiiiiiiiiiii e presented by Penn Kuriz
3enediction ..., Dr. Vince Moseau, River High School principal

{all of Fame inductees or thelr representatives will be available for autographs and photographs immediately following the conclusion
f tonight's ceremonies. Additional programs are available prior to and immediately following tonight's induction at a cost of $10 each.
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#) OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2008
Bob Rieves

Bob Rieves (Wheeling High School, Class of 1969). Some 40 years ofter running his final prep race, Rieves remains
the measuring stick for sprint greatness in the Ohio Valley. The 156-pound mercurial-heeled rocket was nothing short
of sensational during his career with the Wildeats.,

Rieves was nearly untouchable his finn} two years in the high school ranks.

As 1 senior, Rieves tumed in a performance that still ranks with the oll-time great OVAC running fetes. He broke two
state records in the state championship meet while tying a third.

He blistered the 220-yard dash in a new state standord of 21.5 while be smashed the 440 mark by 1.2 seconds via his
47.7 ciocking. Rieves’ scintillating 9.8 in the 100 equaled the state record.

His assault on the state records resulted in him becoming the first OVAC athlete in 28 years to be the state meet’s high
SCOrer,

Rieves was also the West Virginia state champion in the 220 as a junior.

The Wildcat star captured five individual OVAC sprint gold medals in his final two years of high school. His impressive Bob Ri
efforts helped lead Wheeling High to the 1969 OVAC team championship, the school’s first such title in 23 years, 0b kueves

His sprinting dominance is reflected in the fact that he was undefeated as a senior in the 220 and 440 and was never
worse than second in the 100 in that time, He tied for high-point honors in the prestigious Belaire Relays his senior year while being the high scorer in
every other meet that spring.

Rieves’ sprinting accomplishments were so impressive that his track jersey was retired at the annual Wheeling High awards assembly.

Rieves earned a track scholarship to West Virginia University, He competed for two seasons for the Mountaineers. He earned his bachelor of science
degree in landscape architecture. He now resides in Brooklyn nnd is employed by the New York City Parks & Recreation Department as a capitil proj-
ects analyst.

Mike Kovalick

Mike Kovalick (Bellnire High School, Class of 1975). Kovalick has the distinction of not only being a two-sport
standout, but alsc a two-state standout,

Kovalick, the son of legendary coach George Kovalick, was a prep grid and mat performer for three years ot Weir
High before matriculating to Bellaire High for his senior year. Both schools benefited from his prowess on the gridiron
and on the mat.

Kovalick is a rare stote champion wrestler in both West Virginia and Ohie. He turned the trick in the Mountain State
as & jonior for the Red Riders and capped his prep mat career with a state championship in the Buckeye State for the
Big Reds. Both wrestling crowns came in the 1B5-pound classification.

The powerful matman was near-perfect his final two years on the mat. He won 27 of 28 matches as a junior before
running the table in all 28 bouts as a senior, He was an OVAC champion both winters after placing fifth as a sophomore.
i : He finished his illustrions wrestling career with a stellar 64-3-2 mark.

Mike Kovalick Kovalick continued his mat success on the collegiate Division I level. He wrestled for Bobby Douglas at Arizona
State. Kovalick finished as PAC-10 runner-up at 190 pounds in his senior season.
Kovalick — Bellaire High's first-ever state wrestling charmmpion — was induocted into the school’s Hall of Fame in 1983,

He was also an all-star performer in football. The two-way lineman anchored the Weir High trenches his sophomore and junior years and filled the same
role for Bellaire in 1974,

Kovalick earned all-Valley and all-OVAC honors his final two years. Moreover, he was named all-Ohio in football his senior campaign and he played
in the OVAC All-Star Game. :

Kovalick resides in Wheeling.

Joe Pettini

Joe Pettini (Brooke High School, Class of 1973). Pettini is without question on the short list of the greatest prep
baseball players in Ohio Valley annals. His high school diamond resume is overflowing with sccomplishments which
led 1o a sparkling collegiate career at Mercer University.

The multi-talented Pettini started every game during his Brooke High career, some 140 contests. He didn’t skip a beat
at Mercer, starting all 196 games for the Macon, Georgia-based institution.

Pettini not only enjoyed individual success in his prep career, he also led the Bruins to a coveted state baseball
championship. He was a two-time first-team all-West Virginia selection and was twice named captain of the all-Valley
squad. He earned the distinction of being captain of both the all-Valley and all-OVAC teams as a senior.

After his bolliant Mercer career, Pettini wns signed as a non-drafted free agent with the Montreal Expos in 1977. He
was Inter traded to San Francisco, playing four seasons with the Giants, Pettini finished his professional baseball career
by playing three years with the Class AAA Louisville Redbirds. -

He then entered the coaching ranks, holding several different posts. His managerial career commenced with Hamilton, Joe Pettini
Ontario in 1989. He moved to St. Petersburg for the 1990 season ond in Arkansas for three seasons. Pettini ended his oc b'e
minor lengue managerial career by guiding the Louisville Redbirds to the American Association chompionship.

Pettini gained o plum assignment in 2002 when St. Louis Cardinals’ manager Tony LaRussa tabbed Pettini to be his bench coach, a position he still
holds today. He attained the ultimate in 2006, gaining a World Series championship ring with the Cardinals.

Joe and his wife Barbara have two children, Michelle (25) and Joseph James (20). They reside in Bethany, W. Va.
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#; OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2008

Connie Doutt

Connie Doutt (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1981). At a time when girls’ sports were starting to take hold in
high school athletics, Doutt was one of the first who excelled in three sports — basketball, volleyball and softball —
but it was on the basketball court where she had her biggest impact.

The school’s all-time leading scorer with 1,842 points who also had 338 career rebounds, the 5-7 guard helped Trail
to four straight trips to the OHSAA State Tournament under Coach Dave Linn, including a state championship during
her sophomore season in 1979,

In her freshman year, Trail posted a 22-1 record, with Doutt scoring 284 points and gaining Associated Press All-Ohio
honorable mention, She scored 311 points as the Lady Warriors went 23-1 in winning the state title in her sophomore
senson, with Doutt named the state tournament MVP and again gaining honornble mention All-Ohio accolades.

The team went 26-1 with Doutt as a junior scoring 432 points. She received first team All-Ohio from United Press
Internationnl and finished ns runner-up as the “Player of the Year” to Trail tenmmate Lori Heady. She was olso a third
team All-Ohio pick by AP,

Doutt moved to the head of the class, so to speak, as a senior when she scored 815 points and was first team UPI All- Connie Doutt
Ohio ond “Player of the Year” as well as first team AP All-Ohio and first team AIl-OVAC, That year, Trail posted a 23-

4 record, meaning the Lady Warriors® record during Doutt's four years was an incredible 94-7. She was selected for the first Ohio North-South All-Star
Game and scored 18 points to earn game MVP honors,

Doutt was also a four-year starter and letterwinner in both volleyball and softbail, playing on the Lady Warriors' state tournament team in 1979,

She was inducted into the Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996,

The talented cager went on to a fine four-year career at the University of Michigan, becoming the school’s first out-of-state scholarship recipient in
women's basketball. For her career at Michigan, Doutt scored 415 points, had 267 rebounds and 170 assists.

Jay Peterson

Jay Peterson (Cadiz High School, Class of 1980). A spectacular four-sport athlete, Peterson made his biggest impact
on the football field.

The Hopedale native dazzled as a running back with numerous memorable performances, including a single-game
modern Ohio Valley-record 377 yards against Mingo and games of 288 and 282 yards, He scored six touchdowns in o
pame twice.

Peterson broke a 50-year old Ohic Valley single-season rushing record held by OVAC “Legends™ honoree George
(Puck) Burgwin when he mshed for 2,348 yards on 203 carries to lead Cadiz to an 8-0-2 record. He just missed the
modern single-season scoring record with 221 points (32 TDs, 28 PAT kicks), one point shy of OVAC Hall of Famer
Terry Snively of Powhaton’s mark of 222 points.

In his three-year gridiron career with the Cardinals, he rushed for 3,259 yards (second at the time on the Chio Valley
career list) and scored 349 points.

Peterson had his football No. 22 retired by the school.

In track, he recorded the Ohio Valley’s fastest time in the 100-meters as a senior (11.0 seconds) and also had the fastest
100-yard time (10.3) that year. He won the OVAC Class AA 100-meter race in 11.1 seconds.

He split spring duty between track and baseball and was an All-Valley honorable mention pick, hitting .352 and recording 25 stolen bases on an 18-7
record team. Peterson also participated in basketball as a sophomore and junior.

He earned 1 scholarship to Miami (Ohia) University and was honared three times on the All-Mid-American Conference football team, including first
team nccolndes in 1982, second team in 1983 and henorable mention in 1981. A four-year letterwinner, he is fifth on the all-time career rashing yoardage
list at Miami with 2,874 yards.

Following his graduation from Miami in 1985, Peterson went on to a coaching career, first as high school assistant at Cadiz ns well as Cincinnati
Anderson and Cincinnati Withrow, He then spent eight years at Miami of Ohio (1991-98), five years at Northwestern University (1999-2004) and he is
currently beginning his fourth year ot Eastern Michigan University where he is the assistant head coach/defensive coordinatorflinebackers coach.

Jay Peterson

Mark Cisar

Mark Cisar (Magnolia High School, Class of 1994). He is the only two-lime winner of a state football “Player of the Year”
award in OVAC history, having won West Virginia's Kennedy Award in 1992 and '93. He was also the Gatormnde *“Player
of the Year” in 1992 and wnos a two-time Class AA all-state coptain. He was a two-time All-OVAC and All-Valley selection.

Cisar played quarterback, safety, placekicker and punter on Blue Eagle tepms that compiled o two-year record of 25-3,
finishing as the Class AA state runner-up twice under the tutelage of his father, Dave Cisar.

In two sensons as a starter and one as a backup, he passed for Ohio Valley record totals of 5,193 yards and 64 touchdowns.
As a junior, he passed for a record 2,691 yards and 34 TDs. He also kicked a valley and state record total of 85 points nnd
had a record-tying 99-yard TD pass as o junior.

In baseball, he was a three-time All-West Virginia Class AA, All-OVAC and All-Valley pitcher.

He was also a regular in basketball, scoring 45 points in a geme on one occasion. i

He eamned a baseball scholarship to Charleston Southern University in South Carolina where he was o four-year starter. -

He was named Big South Conference “Player of the Year™ in 1997 and was a three-time all-conference selection. Mark Cisar

He was drafted by the Boston Red Sox and was the Red Sox Rookie League “Pitcher of the Year” in 1998. In 1999, he
was selected 1o the South Atlantic League All-Star Team and won a South Atlantic League title in 99 as a member of the Augusta Green Jackets,

He then played for the Capitales de Quebec, an independent league team, and was an all-star in 2002 and the Northern League “Relief Pitcher of the
Year”.

Cisar earned his bachelor’s degree in physical education and was o substitute teacher for five years in the Wetzel County School system before going
back to Charleston {(§.C ) to serve as a health and physical education teacher as well as an assistant football coach.

Currently a teacher at the Belmont Career Center in St. Clairsville, he is the head football coach at Union Local High School, guiding the Jets to 2 9-1
record and their first-ever OHSAA playoff berth in 2007. He was named the Enstern District’s Division IV “Co-Coach of the Year™ in Division IV.
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¥; OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2008
Suzie Dailer

Suzie Dailer (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1991). She proved to be a true “queen of the court”
in many ways, excelling for four years in basketball and tennis and adding a couple of fine seasons in volleyball for
good measure,

In basketball, Dailer gained All-West Virginia recognition all four years, including first team in Class AA as a
sophomote and senior and second team laurels as a junior. She was also a three-time All-OVAC and All-Valley first
team selection and a two-time All-Mountaineer League pick, The valley's feader in three-point field goals all four years,
she scored 22.1 points per game 0s a senior and finished her career with 1,381 points, the all-time girls’ mark for the
Lady Marcon Knights. Dailer led Central to three straight OVAC Class AA championships and was a sophomore on the
Knights* W. Va. Class AA state runner-up squad in 1989, Central posted a 77-17 record during her career,

In tennis, she also lettered four years and had tremendous success in both OVAC and state tournament play,
culminating in & W. Va. state doubles championship (with Pam Buich) as n senior as the Lady Knights finished as the
state runner-up. She also finished first or second in several OVAC and regional tournaments in both singles and . .
doubles and helped the team to three OVAC titles and three top four finishes in the state. Suzie Dailer

In volleyball, she lettered twice and gained first t=am All-OVAC honors as a senior, helping the team to a 37-5 record
and the OVAC, W.Va. Section 1 and Region 1 titles, and a Class AA runner-up finish in the state tournament.

Dailer continued to star ot St. Bonaventure University as a four-year starter and letterwinner. She finished as the school’s fifth all-time leading scorer
(1.422 points} and had the fifth-best single-season in 1992-93 (524 paints). She set records for single-game (8), single-season (99} and career {291) three-
pointers; had the single-season record for assists (163) and was second in coreer assists (449). Her all-star honors at St. Bonaventure included second
team all-conference as a sophomore and third team as a senior. The 1995 Division I Women’s Basketball National Three-Point Shooting champion, she
was inducted into the St. Bonaventure Athletic Hall of Fame in 2006.
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t Sgecwl };’ han fl Photographs of this year’s OVAC
0 e";yh agruaer Hall of Fame Induction
and the staff available through:
at WesBanco Arena

— Briggs Professional Photography

Site of the OVAC Hall of Fame,

Telephone: (740) 633-2541
OVAC Museum, OVAC Banquet Fax: (740) 633-1311
Of Champions, Ron Mauck email: ebriggs @ 1st.net
OVAC Wrestling Tournament, 706 N. Zane Fiy., Marlns Ferry, O 43935

OVAC Cheerleading Championship,
and OVAC Queen of Queens Pageant

‘Eve Tf @ T'lg g S owner - Photographer

Sports Action and Activity Photographs

Next Year’s OVAC Hall of Fame visit
Banquet will take place printroom.com/pro/briggsphoto
on Saturday, Aug. 22, 2009
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#> LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2008

Ernie
Bell

George Kenny Jim
Burgwin Gritfith Keane

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
' their school became a member of the conference.

Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953).

He was & two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history.

The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohjo Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service
after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll.

The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and
tied Sendusky, 13-13.

Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue University and
the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lnuded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season.

Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career.

An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio Notth-South game.

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939).

He was a two-sport Bulldog stendout who signed o pro baseball contract before his senior high school season, He wns a member of two teams which
advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Class A division.

The 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals.
In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar-
terfinals.

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high schoo! and
played for the Fred Englehardi-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senjor prep seasons, he worked out for
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season.

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn State League. He then competed, os  first baseman and outfielder,
in Fargo, N.D., and Charleston, W.V&., before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to plny in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa,, before being
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56
before retiring from baseball.

George ‘Puck’ Burgwin (Seubenville High School, Class of 1933).

A legendary early ern four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 recond teams against top tri-state
competition from 1929-32,

He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and o program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a
junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games — both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades.

His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records.

A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s.

He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team, He's inducted into
the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Burgwin died of o heart attack ot age 37 in 1951.

Kenny Griffith (Welisburg High School, Class of 1937).

He was o senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 1B-1 regular season record. It ended a
school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union.

He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring
record of 1,596 points set by national Hall of Famer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his
lnst two seasons (1940 with o 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season.

In 1941, the small college All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed
in n national All-Stor gnme in Chicago.

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Famer who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team,

After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears.

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941).

The Bellnire native was a six-sport Cadet letterman in foetball, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He eamed All-Valley honors in foothall and
received a football scholarship to the University of Towa. He finished his career at Northwestern Unijversity in Chicago.

A 6-foat-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 1§th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League —
the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rockie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi-
onship game.

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games.

His seven-year, 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns.

33




Congratulations

Connie Doutt

Congratulations Buckeye Trail High School
. Class of 1981
Connie Doutt
o OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee
Buckeye Trail High School Class of 2008
Class of 1981
on your induction Dennis Doutt
mto the OVAC Hall of Fame Eastern Ohlo District Managar
819 Whesling Ave.
bank Cambn’dg?, GH 43725
We’re proud of you! Eﬁmm&wwa (740) 431301 fax
Love, donnls Gouti@ sanccom
Your Family Lsbank com
Congratulations I I E B EEEEBS
Bob Kettlewell Congratulations
John Craig Tom Yakubowski
Ovéﬁsls{ﬂ gggg’me OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2008
From Indian Creek _
Athletic Department From the Adena High School
Class of 1958

We are proud of you!
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Congratulations

John Craig
Mike Kovalick
Joe Pettini

and all of the OVAC
Hall of Fame inductees

From
Ron and Mary Lou Mauck
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Congratulations

Bill Thomas

from the St. Clairsville
Athletic Department
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Congratulations

Jay Peterson

Being inducted into the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Hall of Fame is something very special that
you will remember the rest of your life. This is long
overdue after a great career at Cadiz High School,
Miami University and now as a coach at Eastern
Michigan. All of your friends and fans of the former
Cadiz Booster Club and now the Harrison Central
Booster Club would like to congratulate you on this
very special award.

Good luck, Jay

Enjoy your special night

MK 5 5L 30K 0 K S0 30K BOK 0K 30 X 30 X 2L X
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Flowers courtesy of

Bob &
Robin’s

Friendly florist providing a personal touch

proudly supports
East Liverpool “Potters”
and
congratulates tonight’s
OVAC Hall of Fame
inductees

Tel: 330-385-ROSE
510 Walnut Street
East Liverpool,OH
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Lapel Pins Courtesy of

DR. Nick TROMBETTA

Superintendent of Midland Borough School District

Executive Administrator of
Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber School
Midland, PA.

“As a former OVAC coach, | am aware of the unique role
that this conference plays in the lives of the member
school’s student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on
sportsmanship and scholarship are a tribute to your dedicated
leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization
of which I am aware.

The OVAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize
and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to
inspire and molivate today’s athletes.

It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small
part in your continuing success.”
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MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR
OVAC HALL OF FAME

1. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES:
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals

BOYS GIRLS
Baseball: 250 wins Basketball: 250 wins
Basketball: 250 wins Cheering: 10 OVAC titles
Cross Country: 10 OVAC titles Cross Country: 10 OVAC titles
Football: 125 wins Golf: 10 OVAC titles
Golf: 10 OVAC titles Soccer: 125 wins
Soccer: 125 wins Softball: 250 wins
Swimming: 10 OVAC titles Swimming: 10 OVAC titles
Tennis: 10 OVAC titles Tennis: 10 OVAC titles
Track: 10 OVAC titles Track: 10 OVAC titles
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles Volleyball: 250 wins

2. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS:
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased
25 years of service

3. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA:
Can be inducted anytime
25 years of service
Contributions to the OVAC

4, MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY:
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc.
Open-ended

5. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS:
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been
successful in the college/pro ranks but don’t meet the criteria in other categories
Open-ended

6. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES:

Must be out of school 10 years

Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete’s resume

BASEBALL: Muitiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships

CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or Ali-State honors

GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

SOCCER: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or Ali-State honors

SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

Next year’s OVAC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony — Saturday, Aug. 22, 2009
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Ken Alessi (Class of 2004)

Sam Andy (Class of 2007)

Wendy Baker (Class of 2006)

Nick Bedway (Class of 2007) :
Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Class of 20006)
Ed Burgy (Class of 2006)

Bob Burton (Class of 2005)

Gene Cattane (Class of 2007)

Dee Davis (Class of 2005)

Jose Davis (Class of 2007)

Doug Donley (Class of 2004)
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004)
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007)

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez, (Class of 2005)
Don Fleming (Class of 2007)

Geno Ford (Class of 2004)

Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007)

Jim Foti (Class of 2004)

Bob Gain (Class of 2006)

Joey Galloway (Class of 2005)
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004)

Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005)

Cal Giffin (Class of 2006)

Chester Grossi (Class of 2005)
Alex Groza (Class of 2005)
Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Class of 2006)
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004)
John Havlicek (Class of 2004)
Walter Heil (Class of 2005)

Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007)
Allan Hornyak {Class of 2004)
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005)
Doug Huff (Class of 2005)

Bob Hummell {Class of 2006)
Jennifer Hyland-Brown (Class of 2007)
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007)
George Kovalick (Class of 2004)

Previous ‘Legends

Bernie Allen (2006)

Mike Basrak (2007)

Russ Craft (2006)

Clarence ‘Beve’ Francis (2005)
Lou Groza (2005)

Carl Hamill (2006)

Clarke Hinkle (2005)

Calvin Jones (2005)

OVAC Hall of Fame

Gallery of Previous Inductees

Bob Kelley {(Class of 2007)

Earl Klevins (Class of 2007)

John Leon (Class of 2007)

Ron Mauck {Class of 2006)

Bill Mazeroski {Class of 2004)
Robert ‘Bo’ McConnaughy (Class of 2007)
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005)

Dick Miller (Class of 2005)

Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005)
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004)
A. Wilson Murray (Class of 2004)
Boyd Nelson {Class of 2006)

Phil Niekro (Class of 2006)

Lee Patrone (Class of 2006)
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004)
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004)

Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Class of 2004)
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006}
Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Class of 2004)
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007)
John Reger (Class of 2007)

Evan Reese (Class of 2004)

Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005)
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006)

Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006)
Terry Snively (Class of 2005)

Tim Spencer (Class of 2004)
George Strager (Class of 2005)
Dennis Swearingen {Class of 2006)
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005)
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005)
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004)
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005)

Billy West (Class of 2006)

Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams(Class of 2004)
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006)

of OVAC Schools’

Bernie Mehen (2006)

Jule Rivlin (2006)

V. Everett Brinkman (2005)
Rudy Baric (2007)

Les Carney (2007)

Charles ‘Doc’ Hartwig (2007)
Jim ‘Monk’ Moscrip (2007)
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Samuel A. Mumley (0vAC ‘Famity’)

Samnel A. Mumley (Benwood Unios High Schooly served twe terms — covering o
total of 32 years — rs cxecutive secretary of the Ohic Valley Athletic Conference.
Dusing the secend term which lasted until his death in (999, Mumley helped resurrect
the bi-state league fram the brink of bankruptcy to its current standing as one of the great
Bigh school conferences in the entire country. .

Some of the many highlighes from his stewandship included: Helping ro establish the
OVAC Foundation as a major fund-raising srm for the conference; Securing NCAA
certification for the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Footbalt Classic: Atacting
mujor fisancinl sponsors w support all of the OVAC programs, including the Banquet of
Champions, an awerds dinner that honors mare than | N athletes cach spring and
provides more than S26.400 annually in scholarships; Establishing the all-star basketball garne which was later
renamed as the Samued A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic.

Mumicy 's response (o a call of duty went beyond the OVAC as he was one of the founders of the Whecling
Super Six Committee, which has hosted the West Virginia stiste champioaship football gamces ot Wiceling
Island Stadium since [994. He also belped secure l!n:n‘:’\(es[ Virginia state soccer charapicnships for the city.
Five years after his death, the frzition of another one of his dreams occumred when an miﬁciuf)grass playing
surface was installed at Wheeling [stand Stadium.

Although awards were never important 1o Mumley, he was the recipient of numerous honors. The major
awards presented o kim included: The Nationat Federation of Officials Outstanding Service Award; Dapper
Dan Man of the year; OVAC Man of the Year; and Outstanding West Virginian.

He was a hasketball official for 23 yeers, an assistant coach, athletic triner and athietic director at several
area schools, inciuding Cameron, The Linsly School and 5t. Claimsville. He was alse a trainer at his college
alma mater, the University of Manviand, along with the Washington Redsking and Philadelphin Eagles,
Minnley served on the state of Ohio Board of Eguity, was a member of the St. Clairsville Bornt of Education
und a special lizison for the Mentat Retardatios: Beard snd School of Hope,

George Kovalick (0VAC ‘Family’)

Giearge E. Kovalick (Bﬁ({;eﬁmn High School), mm%nized as the “father™ of high
school wrestling in she Ohio Valley. Kovalick previousty has been honored with — mesn-
bership in npmernus halls of fame, including those ot Kent State Universi:y; the Chio
Vulicy Football Conches Association; Upper Ohin Valley Dapper Club; West Liberty
State College; Ohio Athletic Divectors and the Ohio Wrestling Hali of Fame,

Kovatiek was selected 25 the first Tﬁ;l;sﬁcnl (1976) of the prestigious OVAC Wrestling
Committees prestigious *Mr. Mat Award,” an honor given annualiy to an individuaf for
ouistanding contributions to the sport of wmsilin%.

Kovatick directed championships teams in football, baseball and wrestling at both the
intercollegiate and interscholastic levels during an enormously-successful 28-year
coaching career.

Among the athletes he tutored in high school or college were all-time Ohic Valley greats John Havlicek,
Phit znd Jue Nickro, und Bobby Douglas. In baseball, Kovaulick coached the Hii]:u[;sms 1o the 1964 NALA
baseball championship. the only national title ever captured by the school. He aiso had West Virginia
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference championship teams at West Liberty in {ootbali, wrestling aad baseball,

Kovalick not only was one of the founders of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, but his Bridgeport
Frapplcm won the first seven conference championships. In 1959, Kovalick’s Bulldogs made histo bg
becoming the first school outside the Cleveland arca since 1942 to win an Ohio state wrestling title since194.2
to win an Ohjo state wresting sitfe since, He coached six individual state champions,

Kovalickds other OVAC coaching stops were at Mouadsvile, Bellaire and Weir high schools. His 1573
Weir High footbal] team was a state mnnermu]p, losing to East Bank in the Class AAA state final. He retired
from u):whin@ in 1978 but then scrved as athletic director at Bellaire until the time of his death in 1982,

He was OVAC Baseball Director for many years and also directed the conference’s mat championship
event.

Aleng with his preat cosching krowledge, Kovallek was also recopnized 0s a marvelous competitor,
mieticnlbus organizer and a man with an enormous capacity for work.

Bill Van Horne (Medin)

RBill Van Horne (Martins Ferry High School), was the dean of Ohio Valley sports-
writers during a kegendary newspaper career that spanned 5.23;::113.

Van Home was sports editor of The Times Leader for 25 years and the Wheeling
News-Regisier for 28 years, during which time he was reeognized by his peers ns the
most informational and influential writer in Obio Valley history.

His wozk with the OVAC over the years was cs{;ccml]y instrumental in the success
of the wrestling, track and ficld and cross-country. Van Home was the second recipient
of wrestling's “Mr. Mat™ Award in 1977 and be also rceeived the Calvin Giffis
Merzorial Track Award.

His columns, “Van Home on Sports,” were masterpiece chronicles of the lives of
others. A giant in his ficld and a role moded for aspitng wiiters, Vin Home was admired
andd respected for his integrity, dedication, fsirness, knowledge and compassion.

Van Home's coverage ntul support for events fike the Wheeling Distance Race {now The Ogpden
rs HIK Classic), the West Virginia Tennis Open and the (now defunct) Wheeling LPGA Clossic
ose eveats reach prominence in our srea. His hackingr:slsu was a fuctor in the w&ulaﬂty enjoyed hy
hunderbirds {now the Wheeling Nailers),

profess aotbull, basketball and hockey tedms.

Numeris awards and honors were bestowed on Van Horne. The Upper Ohio Vatley Dapper Dan Club
named him Man, of the Year in 1993, he was selected as the West Virginia Sporiswriter of the Year three times;
received the Gere Morchouse Memosial Award for contributions in sportswriting throughout the Mountain
State; and be was inducted into numerous halls of fame. Among these wete the Wheeling Hail of Famie; the
Leu Holtz Upper Ohic Vullcir Hall of Fame; Ohio Baschall Hall of Fame, Minor Leagoe Pro Foorball Hall of
Fame and the Wheeling-Oglebay Tennis Club Hall of Fame. He served as president of the West Virginia
Sports Writers Association and was a member of the Football Writers of Americy. Bill was the first sports-
wiiter from West Virginia to be elected 10 the Footbali Writers Board of Blirectors. He also served as state
chatrmas for the Heisman Trophy seleetion committee.

Ncwsga

hel
lheI:erjcclilu Ironmer, Wheeling Bines and Wheeling

Cal Pokas (Medin)

Caf Pokas (Bellaire High Schoof) was another !giant in the sports writing profession who
cul his eye teeth: under Bill Van Home and developed into one of the arca’s (rue newspa-
per greats in his own right, , .
‘okaz, who died in 2000, was employed for 4l}uycars at The Times Leader, including
29 memorable years for Ohie Valley sports fans as the sports editor. He also was assisiant
sports editor, n courthouse and polineal reporier and Martins Ferry City Editor, Even after
hss retirement, Cal coatinued to contribute to his newspaper's sports pages with his week-
idv“i‘lye on the Bucks” column shout Ohio State football. Pokas also persomally saw ta it
sat many of the so-called miner spoits such a8 cross-country, track and voileyball,
received their share of coverage in his ncwsEaper, . B
Pokas was deeply inlcrestcad in the QVAL throughout his carcer and ke devoted much .
of his spare time Lo Serving on conunitizes for the Hudy Mumley C‘hanliy Football All-Star Classic, along with
eompiling standings for the football and baskethall championship races. He also servei on a media relations com-
imitee fof the bi-state league. o )
Pokas had a term as president of the Ohio Prep Sposts Writers Association, and was commissioner of the Ohio
Valley Daseball League for 23 years. His interests in the community went b&!{]ond the world of sports as Pukas
servedd on an advisory board for the Salvation Am(‘,:': was Belmont County Chadtman of the MuRiple Sclerosis
Aszocigtion; and {id2ed a seat on the Martins Ferry Civil Service Commission $or 32 vears until his death
okas’ honors were numerous. B 1960 he was presented a Community Service Award by United Press
International. The Ohio Prep Sports Writers Association named hirn Sports Writer of the Year in 1976 and he was
given a Distingsished Service Awarnd from the Ohio Association of Track and Field and Cross Country Coaches,
Cal was selected to the Ohie Prep Sports Writers Hall of Farne and the UPE Sponts Editors Asseciation Hall
of Fame, He also received service awards from the Ohio Valley Golf Coaches Assuciation, the OVAC,; Ohio
Yalley Footbatl Couches Associntiun Ohiy Basehalt Hall of Fanle; and he was honored to be preseated the fimst
Sportsmanship Ethics and Inlﬁ[i;r}iy Award for he Eastern District from the OHSAA, Pokas was a “Mr, Mat”
awanl honores of the OVACT Wiestling Toumament, alcm&wﬂh being selected for Bellaire High School’s Wall
of Fame, He was named as the Honorary Referce for the Wheeling Park Track Clossic because of conteibutions
10 Ohio Yalley youth,

Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Coaches)

Richard L. “Dick” Potts Bnished his career as the Ohio Valley's alb-time winningest
haskethall coach with 589 carcer victories.

Inducted into the (Ohio High School Halt of Fame in 1983 by the Ohio High School
Baskethall Coachies Association, Potts coached a total of 40 seasons, all of which where
spent in Momroe County. He began in 1951 ot Bethiel High School, His 1957
Biackhawks came out of the Montoe County hills at tournament time znd advanced sl
the way to the Ohie Class A state finais where they fost by a single point. At the time
the schoof had joust 13 boys in grades sine through 12 and alf but one of the male sto-
dents was on the basketball team.

In sever: years at Bethel, his teams won more than 20 games five times, including the 27-2 miracle tcam
that played in the state toumament.

When the school was taken into the Skyvue consolidation after ihe *58 campaigs, Polts was named coach
of the Golden Hawks where he spent four years before moving on 1 River High in 1963, He remained ot the
Pilots” hetm through the 1991 season.

The former Hannibal High School athlete was named in 1981 as the recipient of the prestigious Obio Paul
Walker Award, given in memory of Jerry Lucas' bigh school coach at Middletown, Ohlo. Watker was the
Buckeye State’s all-time winningest cuach.

The navy veteran, Potts was the first OVAC coach to reach the 5MG-win plitcat in baskethall, reaching that
ol with & win over Mongee County rival Woodsfield in 1983,

Considered a master strategist and teacher of the pame, Potts may have heen at his best during critical
situations in post-season play. His teams won seven overtime lowrsament games, including o ning-OT win
achieved by River against Morgan in Class AA ssctional play.

Jim Foti (Coaches)

Jim Fotf was a baskethall coach for 38 vears and a head foolbnll mentor for 20
seasons. He already has been inducted into he City of Wheeling, West Virginia Sports
Writers Associntion, Upper Ohie Valley Dapper Dan Club and John Carroll
University's Halls of Fame,

Yati, a native of Jamestown, N.Y., came to the areain 942 after havin‘é coached at
Esie {Pa.) Prep. He coached basketball at Warwood, Wheeling Central Catholic and
Bellaire. Overall, Foti posted 466 varsity basketball victosies, all but 26 coming at
QOVAL schools. He coached Warwood High to seven West Virginia regional champi-
onships and his E967 Viking squad won the state title. In 1976, his final year as a head
coach and the last season before the Objo County consolidation, Foti's Vikings
advanced to the state tournament semifinals before being climinated. The 1975 team played in the state
championship game. He had five W.va. Cutholic thle-wiming teams at Wheeling Central and guided his
squads 1 OVAT A:%mm’;)iunsths in three divisions. i

In 1543, Foti had a 24-3 record team at Central, which lost by a point while playing in the Eastern Catholic
championships held at Newport, R1.

Foli's football coaching career produced ancther 124 victories, including a 90-106-3 record at Warwood,
where the Class AA school was saddled with playing ene of the most competitive schedules in the area. His
1943 Wheeling Central football team went 9-1 and gained a Steel Bowl berth, where it fost 2 20-19 hriller to
Rochester, Pa., ot Steubenvilie, i o

Foti ulse coached sermi-professional basketball for rao years s be directed the Wheeling Puritans in 1947
and "48.

Foti coached several cutstsnding aihletes during his distingnished career. Among the Central standouts
were James “Dubie” Datler and Billy Gompers, both of whom went on to play st Notre Dame; Jack
McCunville, Alabama: Pete Schuetz, Duguesne. and Paul Schuetz, Northwestern, Al Warwood he had a role
int the developraent of Chuck }{owle¥. former WVU omi Dallas Cowboys’ great; Bob Dunlevy (WVL), and
pasketbalf standouts Bob Ayers (VMI, Bill Kennedy (Arizona Stake) and Grog Church (An-ny{

Evan Reese (Officiuls)

Evan Reese (Follansbee High School) served ns an area high school and college
arbiter fur more than 50 vears. He atso officised football in the Canadian League, the
United Football League and the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference.

Reese was OVAC Comumnissioner for both foothall and basketbali officials and he
was president of the West Virglala Intercoliegiate Athletie Conference (WVIACY
officials in both sports. He worked numerous state ard conference tournament cham-
pionship events throughout his Jong and storied career.

Recse ulso was a member of the West Virginta Secondary Schools Activities
Commission Advisery Board and he was secretary of the Fastern District Board of
Fouothall and Basketball Officials. For many years, he was on the baskelball rales committee in the Eastern
Disteict.

Today's Ohio Valley ufficials remember Evan as someone who had a tremendous influence on up-and
coming referees.
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A. Wilson Murray (cfficial)

A. Wilson Murray (Wheeling High School) officiated high schoel basketball, foot-
ball, baseball and track for 30 years, from 1946 through 1975, He ucma!ly began his
officiating career in 1942, the yeur after e graduatad from Wheeling High School.
Murray entered the service in 1942 nnd did not retorn home until the after World War
11 had ended.

He worked numerous sectional, distsict, segional and finals in Obio, West Virginia
snd Pennsylvaniz. He also officisted basketball for 12 years in the Mid-American
Conference and the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. Murray was a
refesee ia the old United Football Lengue in the duys of the Wheeling Irosmen
professiona] football team.

He served on the OVAC Executive Boant and served for 1 years os the commissioner of the bi-state
league’s baskotball officiais, He luter was appuinted the OVAC's commissioner of foothalf offirials, a post
he hefd frem 1977 until setidng in 1985. In 1977, he was elected treasurer of the Ohio High School Athletic
Association’s Commissioners.

Murray officiated six West Vieginia state toumnamenss and two WVIAC toursaments. The forraer City of
Wheeling Treasurer was a three-year fontbalt and basketbal? Ietterman at Wheeling High Schoel. He played
on the Wildcats® 1940 state championship basketball tcam.

Among the swards he was preserted were: Ohio High School Athletic Association’s Mertericus Award
{1970); a West Virginia Secondary School's Activities Commission Award for his comributions to officiat-
inF in the Mountain State; Honorary Life Membership in the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball
Officials (1981); OVAC Exemplacy Serviee Award (£981), and an Upper Ohio Valley Dupper Dun Chub
Achieverment Award (1982). In 198%, he was selectod as the first recipicnt of the Bobby Dawson Baskethall
Officiuls’ Award presented at the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Chariiy Basketball Ctassic.

Ken Alessi (Athlete - 19405)

Ren Alessi (Yorkville High School) was a 5-7, §55-poand baskethall guard from
1947-49. He stifl holds two all-time OVAC scoring records-— 1,142 points in 32 games
45  senior and 8 career per-game polot average of 310 for 66 games.

He was the first OVAC player to score 2{H} carcer points {2,047) sfier sveraging o
then-record 35.7 peicts 4 game sad scting o mark of 70 pelnts, inchuding 31 gosls,
against Shadvside as o 1948-49 senjor, That effort prompted the national exposare in
“Ripley’s Believe-It+-Or-Not.”

He also scored 65 points vs. Adena and 55 poeints vs. Dillonvale in back-to-back
games. I one game, he converied 6 straight free throws AS a jorion, Alessi scored 843
points in 3 games,

A two-time AlIl-OVAC Class A and All-Ohio Class B honoree, he was the [esding vore-petiey in "49 when
e was selected Ghio's Class B Player of the Year.

A three-sport prep standout, be was an Alj-Eastern Ohio football player as a bvo-way back and kicker, znd
he was a shortstop-pitcher in bascball.

Recruited by West Virginia Eniversity, he played three seasons (E950-52) and was the starting point guard
two years. He led the team in assists a8 2 sophomore while playing with 6-9 All-America Murk Wotkman,

Tnn 1951, he scored 23 points in s home win over Wake Forest and tatlied 18 in a 77-73 loss at Duke, which
featured All-America puard Dick Groat, 2 future Pittsburgh Pirate infielder.

Alessi served a9 beal basketball coach the final 12 seasons (1961-72) for sima mater Yorkville High before
consplication. His best tearn went 18-3 in 1962 and his 1970 tezm won an OVAC Class A crown. The 70
team featured Chuck Saus, who wouid surpass Alessi’s career point totai.

John Havlicek (ahlete - 19505

Jobn Havlicek (Bridgepors High Schoot, Class of 1958} was a three-sport high school
honoree for the Bulldogs who later became pae of Chio State’s basketball greais and
was sefected une of the 50 greatest NBA players,

In high school, the 6-5, 180-pounder was a two-time All-OVAC Class AA basketball
performer as well a5 All-Ohie Class A The Bulldogs won the OVAC AA crown i 1958,

An excellent rebounder and passer, he also sco 94 career points in 39 games and
averaged more than 30 points per game the lust two seasons. He led the OVAC i
scoring 45 @ junior with a 3E.9-point moom, including o schoel recond 33 in a 103-301
overtime win over Cadiz,

He played in the Ohio Nortk-South All-Star j§é1r:1>e with Jerry Lucas. The two later led
Ohio Staie to three straight NCAA champions! ig rames inciiding 4 title their sophomore season of 1960,

He was an All-Eastern Ohio shortstop on two OVAC championship basebali teams and batted over A0} He
also starred in American Legion baseball und luter played first base {or Diio Ste, 5
v_ln'fpmbﬂll, the AILOVAC quarterback was recruited by several colieges including Ohio State and West

Tpinda,

Al Ohio State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his three varsity basketball seasons and he twice eamed All-
BI.ETE]‘] Conference horors, ,

aviicek was the No. 1 dnaft cholee of the NBA Boston Celties and was also setected by the NFL Cleveland
Browns even though he pever pi%cd_m college, He played a few exhibition games as a wide receiver with the
Bnﬁ}:&s before reporting to the Celtics, where he woild become team captain and bave his No. 17 jersey
retired,

Nicknamed “Hondo", Havlicek retired in 1978 after 16 NBA seasons including eight Celtic championships,
A 13-shme Afl-Star, he is the Celtics’ all-time leading scarer (26,395 poinis) and was the first NBA player to
score 000 peints in 1§ consective seasens and, when he retiresd, Hovlicek had played mors reguliy sesson
games than anyone in history. His carcer giamc averages were 208 points, 6.3 rebounds and 4.8 assists,

Besides the Basketbail Hall und National High Scheot Hull, he is 2 menber of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan and Ohio State Halls of Fane,

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete - 19505)

ki (Warren Consolidated High Schoel , Class of 1954) is best known
for his baseball feats, but the 5-11 basketball center alse led the OVAC in searing with
u 27 6 per game average 03 4 senior and was a two-time All-OVAC roundball selection
and three-year baskethall starter, He eamed second team All-Ohio Class A recognition
s 1 senior.

A four-yeur boscbali standout as & shortstop-pitcher, Mazeroski led Wasren
Consolidated to the 1953 Ohlo Class A (lurgest class) baseball finals before failing,
2-1 to Clacinnati Purcell. Mazeroski pitched 2 four-hitter in a [osing cause.

The athicte, known as “Catfish” as a youth and “Maz" during his pro playing days,
led Warren Consolidated 1o four straight OVAC Ohio-side biaseball titles, The team was
enached by Al Burazio.

Signed hy the Pittsburgh Pirates out of kigh school and stinmer, sandlot bascbull, the Rush Run sative
was in the major leagues in 1956 and becane 4 10-time AlE-Star second baseman from 1956-72 with the
National Lesgue team. He won eigit of the first §0 second hase Gold Glove fielding awards.

He played is 2,163 pames and collected 2,016 hits but his best known feat is histing pame seven 1960
World Series winning home sun versus the New York Yankees. He siil} holds some major league fielding
records for double plays and assists. The Pirates retired his jersey No. 9.

Mazesoski was inducted nte the Basshall Hall of Fame in 2001 and also is enshrined in the Upper Dhio
Valley Dapper Dran Hall, the Ghio Baseball Hall and the Pennsylvania Sports Hail,

Buckeye Local High School, 4 consclidation which includes Mazeroski®s almu muter, named its high
school field in his henor and a section of Route 7 near his Rusk Run childhood home rorth of Tiltorsviile is
known as “Bill Mazeroski Highway.”

Bobby Douglas (aciete - 1960s)

Bubby D“':ﬁ.f_“"‘ (Bricigc'?ort High Schoot, Clags of £961) was a_three-sport bigh school
standout and the first wrestler to win four OVAC indjvidual championships. He became the
first Black athlete 1o win an Chio state mat crowe: (1939) when he emerged as the 1£2-
pound titiist. He then finished third in the 1960 state tourmament and won'the 127-pound
wn as a seqior,
An A-OVAC football player and the conference Clasy AA captain as a 140-pound run-
ning back in 1960, Douglas dlso as g staeer in buseball. } .
¢ wrestled two years af West Liberty State College, winning an NAIA championship
and placing second in the NCAA. He then transferred to Okiuhoma State, where e won
the i§ Eight Confereney 147-pound tille, The team never lost a dual meet with Douglas
in the fineup and caplured 2 pair of conference titles along with the 1964 NCAA team title.

Also as a competitor, he won five national championships and a pair of U.S. Qlympic Trials titles. He had a
fousth-place featherweight finish ut the 1964 Tokyo Olympics and he captined the ULS, Treestyle tenm at the 1968
garnes In Mexjce Citg‘ ammed the nation’s autstanding wrestler i 1970 - the year he retired - Douglas compiled
1 career ecord of 303-17-7 (953). He was runner-up at the World Championships that year.

Sulk recognized as one of the nation’s outstanding wrestling coaches, Douglus has been ut the Jowa State
University hélm for 14 years and became just the fourth Division 1 mentor to seach the 400-victory plateay in
Junzary of 2003, He coached LheC)ic]on:s 10 10 top-10 at the national finds. He rlso had runner-up tedms in 1996,
2000 did 2002. In 2000, he was sclected the National Wrestling Coach of the Year, He has produced six national
c!]am?ions, 17 eonfierence titfiss and 25 All-Amesicans ut fowa State. Before taking over the Cyclones’ program,
Dmfans buiit a dynasty 2t Arizona State. From 1475-92, ke guided ASU to nine conference titke and nine top-10

[CAA team Bnishes, mcludiq% the schoo¥'s first national champienship in 1988, While with the Sun Devils, he
had three national individual titke winners, 37 conference champs and 58 All-Amesicans. . .

He was head coach of the 1492 U.S. Olympic freestyle team that competed in Barcelona, S‘H)am. All 10 of his
}vmfs_ucm luccodl ameng the top 1 in their Tespective weight classes. Blouglas has been on the 1.3, coaching staff

of {ive T TIDICS.

Douglas was!;n ucted into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame, the NATA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Ohio
Hall of Farne and the Arizona State Half of Fame.

Allan Hornyak (Athlete - 1960s)

Allan Hornyak (St. Joha Central High School, Class of 156%) was best knawn as a
record-setting 40-point per game scorer his lnst two baskeiball seasons, but the lefthander
als was a -sport standout performer 2s o football quarterback and first baseman-
pitcher in basebail.

A 6-1, 185-pound long-sunge shomin% guard in the era prior i the three-pointer,
Hom{\sak led the OVAC und the state of Ohio in scoring his last two seasons with s all-
time UVAC record 42.7 average as a junior plus 1 41.93 senior norm.

As 4 junior, he scared 812 points in 19 games. including 295 goals and 222-0f-272 free
throws. In his senior year, he tailied 923 peints in 22 games with 346 goals and 234-of-
296 free throws,

The two-titne AL-OVAC and All-Ohio cager set the OVAC record of 86 points, includ- X
ing 40} goals, in a 1969 win over Tikonsville and he scored 61 points the next night against rival Bellaire.

He scored ot Jeast 50 points in a game 14 tines and ended his 80-game carcer with a then OVAC record 2,385
points, The Irish won back-to-back OVAC Class AA basketball tities including a 20-2 ovenall secord in 196Y.

_ His scuring efforts esulted in articles in Sport magazine, the New York Times and Sporis Hlustrated *Paces
in the Crowd.” Homysk earned Scholastic Codeh All-Amenica honors 2nd his No. 20 home basketball jersey
was retired by the school.

Tu foatball, St. Fohn's also won an OVAC crown with & 9-1 recond in 1968, with Homyak a3 an AlI-OVAC
guarterhack. He passed for 14 touchdowns that seasoz. 5

Recruited for baskethall by numerous collepes, be tﬂﬁad for The Ohio State Univemsity where be led the
Buckeyes in scoting three siratght years and eamed All-Hig Ten Conference honors euch year and All-America
recognition as o Semior. X L

& Jeft DSU us the school's fousth all-time career scorer with 1,572 points in 69 games und is a member of
The Ohio State University Sports Hall of Fame.

Homyuk was the second round pick, and 26th overall, of the NBA's Cleveland Cavaliers. He was also

drafted by the ABA Indiana Pucers in the fifth round, but didn"t compete in the pro ranks.

Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams (Ablete - 1960s)

Ron “Frite” Williams (Weir High, Class of 1964) was o four-year, three-sport stand-
out for the Red Riders. He led Werr to three straight state Class AAAtitle _g]amcs includ-
ing an unbeaten 1962 regnlar season, two state runner-ups and 2 state tifle in 1963 (a
three-year secord of 62-8%.'1”[15 I.]m:brgeur AR-OVAC and All-West Virginia Class AAA
baskeipall player was also an All-GVAC and All-West Virgiaia football end in 1963 and
ihe OVAC an?l West Vigginia Region 1 sprint champion 1n the 100, 220 and 440-yand

events in 1964,

The 6-3, 185-pound Willizms was the first African- American to be named first eam
All-West Virginiz in busketball and oaly 1he fourth person in history to be pamed first
team all-state three times. He scored 2,703 career points - then an OVAC 'big school’
record —and averaged 30.9 as a senfor and 30.1 45 a jenior, He scored a sehool-record, i
55 poinis against East Liverpoul. He was named All-America by Perade and Scholastic Coach magazines.

aglliams wits il mi;ular eirid on the 1961 Class AAA state chanipionship football team and was all-state and
Scholustic Couch All-America s o senior.

He played on two QVAC Class 3-A title basketball teams (1962 and '64) and the 1962 OVAC track cham-

jonsbip squad, The first African-American secruited 1 play basketball at West Virginia University, he still
ﬂnlds season and career assist records while nvemgirg 20.1 points for his career —sixth best in bistory and
leading the team in scoring and assists three years, Only two WYL players — Jerry West and “Hot Red”
Hundley — combined for more points and assists than Williams, a three-time All-Southern Confezence hon-
oree and a second team All-American. i

The two-time team cuplain is 4 cember of the All-Time WYL team (1966-75 era) and has been inducted
intr the WYU Sports Halt of Fame a5 well us the West Virginia Sémn.s ‘Hall” and the Upper Ohio Valley
Dapper Dan *Hall’. He was the ninth overall NBA drafi pick in 1968 by the San Fruncisco Warriors and wis
also drefted in the ABA fifth round by the New Orleans Buccaneers, Despite not playing college football, he
is one of only two OVAC products 10 be drafted both by the NBA und (Dallas Cowboys, 14th round).

Williams played eight NBA seasons —five with the Warrdors, two with the Milwaskee Bucks and one with
the Los Anseles Lakers, He scored 4,797 carcer points and had 1,818 career sssisis, He died, at age 59, on
A\B}'ml 4, 2004 at his home in Califernia. The rvaid near his Weirton childhood home named ‘Ron {Fritz)

illiams Bovlevard.

Doug Donley (athtete - 19705)

Doug Denley (Cambridge High School, Class of 1977} was o three-sport standout,
excelling in footbail, track and basketball and eansing the pickname “White Lightsing™
for his bluzing speed.

On the gridiron, Dnnleg; was 4 three-year letterman at running back for the Bobeats,
finishing with a career totsd of 2,572 rushing yards, B ulso had 226 yaeds receiving and
l.gldzlss)!ra_lrj!i)s in kick returos for o coreer all-purpose yardage total u¥3,826 yards to go
wi N

Donley’s football accelades included first team Ali-Ohio Class AAA (1976) by both
The Asveciuted Press and United Press International; Eastern District Class AAA
“Player of the Year” (1976); and first feans Al-OVAC Class 4-A (1976).

In track, Donley won the OVAC Class 4-A championskip in the Jong jurip os a junior (1976) with a leap
of 21 ft. 2.5 in. und was a double-winner at the conference meet as a senior (1977) + winning the long jump
(21-10.75 und the 226-yard dash (22 4 seconds), hielping the Bobeats to the OVAC team title.

l‘{(e earned All-Eastern District in the 100-yard dush and was recognized ss a high school All-American in
trisek,

Alsa a standout in baskerbadl, Donley way hampered by s shoulder injory but stifl managed to seore 10 polats
pex contest and had a school-record 17-assist game.

Widely recruited for Eaotball, Donley attended The Ohio State University and earned first team All-Hig Ten
and honorable mention All-America aceolades at wide receiver (1980), He ranks amoag the Buckeyes” efl-time
leading receivers in severat categories, including career yards per catch (21.2, second); yardage (2 252, fourth);
touchdowns (16, Ghh); and receptions (106, tied for ninth). !-}::clcd the team in receptions from 1578-840,

Dionley was a second round draft choice of the Dallas Cowboys in 1981, playing four years in the NFL. He
canght 53 passes for B98 yards and fosr TDs.

Inducted into the Cantbridge High School Hall of Famse, Donley is president of Advastage Golf Toumament
Services in Addison, Texus.
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Tim Spencer (Attete - 1970s)

Tim Spencer {31 Clairsville High School, Class of 1979} ranks with the greatest
running backs ever to grace Ohio Valley high school gridirons. Spencer — whe plied his
trade for fegendary coach George Strager — rushed for some 3,544 yards and 50 touch-
downs. He scared 338 points during his Red evi) grid carecr,

As u seor, the Parade All-American gained 1,670 yards and scored 28 touchdowns
while his junicr numbers totaled 1,280 rushing yards and 8 touchdowns, Spencer’s top
prep game came as b senior when he rushed for 306 yanls end scared six touchdowns
against Martins Ierry. Al told, he scored 40 points in that contest.

He was awurded AH-OVAL and All-Ohio foothall honors following his junior and
senior seasons.

Spencer also played basketball and ran srack for the Red Devils, excelling in the 100 and 200-meters.

Adfter his prep days, Speacer matriceiated o Columbus to play for Coach Earle Broce's Ohio State Buckeyes.

The 6-1, 210-pounder was a thres-year staster for the Buckeyes, He finished his career with 3553 yards
which stifl ranks third on Ofio State’s all-time rushting charts.

Spencer fed the Big Ten in sushing as a senior with 1,371 yards, cighth best in the nation. He was nccorded
All-Big Ten honoes twice and was a second-team UPI Al American selection as a senior.

He serveit as the Buckeyes’ co-captain as a seafor and was voted the team MVP that year. He was also named
MVP of the Holiday Bow! as ke rushed for 167 yurds and two TDs jn 0510 47-17 win,

Spencer was the second playes selected in e United States Football League (USFL) draft by the Chicage
Bi}}f; i&er o three-year USFL stint, he signed with the San Diego Chargers where he started for four years at
fustlback,

He gained mose than 5000 rushing yards and scored 45 touchdowns as a professional.

Spencer served as Chio State’s ruzming backs coach from 1994 through the 2003 season. He left the
Buckeyes for an assistant’s role with the Chicage Bears.

Amy Gambhle (Athlete - 19805)

Amy Gamble (Tohn Marshail High School, Class of 1982) is ane of the Ohio Valley's
greatest female athletes of olf time. Gamble exceiled in three sports - baskesbatl, wack
and women's handbali.

She became Marshall County’s first Olympian when she comperx with the US.
Women's Handbal! Team in the 1988 Games held in Seoul, Korea, Eadlicr, the U.S.
Wormen were crawned as champions of 1he Pan American Games.

Gamble was selected as the West Virginia Women's Basketball Player of the Year in
1982 after Jeading John Marshali to the state Class AAA championship. She everaged
23 points and 18 rebounds on a 22-1 record team which avenged its onty foss by defeat-
ing Elkins in the state finals. Captain of the All-State Team, Gamble was a two-ime Class AAA first-tzum
honaree, She was chosen AH-OVAC and All-Valley three stralght years.

She was the first IMHS girls” basketball perforiser to score more than 1,000 peints and the taitial Monarch
athlete to have her jersey retired. She scored 1498 carcer points. Gamble was ranked us the No. 4 gids’
basketball player in the cotntry her senior season when was named (o the Parade, Strect & Smith and 1SA
Today All-American teams.

Recruited by Tennessee, she played as a backup on the 1983 Lady Vols® squad that finished as the NCAA
fournament ruzmners-up, losing to the Cheryl Miller-led Scuthern Cat powerhouse. She Jeft Tenmessee at the end
of that season and transferred to West Virginia University but played jost one scason belore deciding to try
team handball.

After her appearance in the Olympics, Gamble returned to basketball and enrolled at the University of
Arizona. Despite having just one season of eligibility remaining, Gemble was the team's leading scorer and
she eamed Pacifie-10 Confesence player of the week latrels.

Her high schoot track career wag also briliant, as Gamble set numerous invitational meet and OVAC records
in the shot put and the discus. She cstablished all-time DVAC standards in both events and was a West Virginia
state champion in both events, She was a three-lime All-Valfey honoree.

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete - 1980s)

Mitch Hannahs (Skyvue High School, Class of 1985) was the epitome of a winner in
high school as the two-sport, fnur?(:a:r [etterman sparked the tiny Golden Hawks tn the
state tournament in both basketbalt and basebali.

In basketball, Skyvie made the OHSAA state tournament in Hannahs® junior and sen-
ior seasons, finishing as the Class A runner-up in F984-85, He was selected first team
All-Ohio a5 a senior and second team as a junior and was a (wo-time first team All-
Esstern District, AL-OVAC und All-Pioneer Valley Confereace honoree. He also partic-
ipated in the Ohio Norh-Sowth All-Star classic foliowing a scafor seasen where the 5-
10 puard averaged maore than 22 points per game,

In baseball, the consistens-hitting and sure-tanded shortstop helped the Hawks to the
Ohio Class A state championship 23 a senior (1985) as well ag the OVAC and PVC tities. He camed first 1cam
?llzohio. All-Eastern District, A-OVAC and AL-PVC hosioss and was selected for the Ohio Baseball Afl-Star

cties,

He also received All-Eastens District, AIMOVAC and All-PVC accolades Followisg his sophomere (1983)
2o junior {£984) seasons,

Afer igirnulumitm Hansahs pulled off a rare “double” when his college team - Indigna State University -
advanced to the NCAA Division I College World Series in EY86 and that same season, he played for the
Mayaard Post 666 team which advanced to the American Legion World Sesies. Hannshs was votzd MVP of
the regional tournamesns that season and won the Louisville Siugger Award for the highest batting average in
tournament piay.

Al Indiana State, Hannahs was a three-time All-Missouri Valieby Conference performer (1987-89) and was
an NCAA Division I All-Americat following his senfor year (1989},

He was a 16th round drafl pick of the Milwaokee Brewers, plaving in their fatm system from 1989-93.
Hannahs is currently pthletic director and head baseball coach at Lincoln Trail College in Robinsen, Tliinois,
He previously coached for seven years at his alma mater - Indiana State University,

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athlete - 19805)

Viekd Pullie-Stokes (Wellsville High School, Class of 1987) is believed by many
Wellsville residents to be one of the greatest athletes in the school’s history, attested to
by ber induction as a member of Wellsville High Schoot’s Athlatic of Fame isaugurat
Class of 2004.

During her high schoel carcer, Pullie-Stokes collected 15 first-place finishes of the
arnual Cal Giffin OVAC Track Championships and she was selected as the area “Frack
Athlete of the Year” three times. She also earned both All-Valley and All-Eastern Distriot
Tauels fous tires each, She was a two-time Jong jump champicn at the Dhio high school
state meet and was a runner-up in the 200 meters.

En volleyball, she was fwice sclected as the team MVP and esmed All-Atea {three
titres), All-Eastern District {twice}, and Al-OVAL (twice). Three times she was named to the All-Columbizna
County team.

In basketbail, she led the E987 Lady Tigers to the state finals, Her 27-1 secord Wellsville team ended one
of the nation’s Jongest baskethall streaks at 108 when the Tigers defeated West Holmes in tournament play. She
scored more thas 1400 poists and collectes) more than PP 800 rebounds while helping the Tigers to a three-
year fecond of 66-8. Pullic-Stokes was chosen OVAC “Player of the Year™ that scason and was a two-lime
All-Ohio honoree. She afso camed All-Valley and All-Area recognition three times each on the hardwoad.

All told, she won 11 varsity letters and was sclected as the American Legion 1987 Ohio State “Athlete of
the Year”, She went o to piay collegiate hasketball at Ohio State and was a member of the 1989 Buckeyes'
souad that won the Big Ten Conference championship. She gained nal honors when in 1950 she was
selected as Chio State’s best defensive player, team MVP and Big ‘ten honorable mention. Twice, she was
designated a5 the confercace's player of the week.

N Addilioéuil]ly, Pullic camed a gold medal with the North Team in the 198¢ {1.5. Glympic Festivel, held in
orman, Okla.

Geno Ford (Adilete - 19905)

Geao Ford (Cambridge High School, Class of 1993) achieved the ultimate honor
of 3 high schoot baskethall player in the state of Ohio when he was selected “Mr.
Basketball” following his senior scason.

Fhe 5-8 sharpshooter finished a stellar four-year career with the Bobcats as Ohio's
seeond all-time leading scozer with 2,68{ points which alse stands as the OVAC's
oll-time high-water mark.

Ferd's name also appears in the OHSAA record book in the following categories:
2B4 free throws made in a season {1991.92), fisst all-time; 697 free throws made in
a carcer (1989-93), first ali-time; and 928 points in a season (1991-92), seventh
alf-time.

Flaying for his father, highty-successful Cambridge conch Gene Ford, Geno earned Alk-Ohio Division
1L first team accolndes following both his junior and senfor seasons. He was also a two-time All-Eastern
District Division 1T “Player of the Yeor™ and two-time All-OVAC Ciass 4-A first 1eam pick,

Ford went on w become a four-year Fetterman ot Ohio University, carsing Al-Mid American
Conference second wam onors 2s 2 junior (1996) ank fisse 1eam plaudits ag a senior (1997}, He is the fifth
all-time leading scorer at O with 1,732 points, One of the most populac playess at OU, Ford helped the
Bobceats te one NCAA and one NIT appearunce duriag his career,

Following graduation, he served as a graduate assistant (1998-99) and assistant coach {1999-2001) at
Ohio University: was head coach for one seasen at Division I1 Shawnee State University (2001-02),
leading his team to a 32-10 record aml saring American Mideast Conference “Conch of the Year”
honots: served ns on nssistant coach at Kent State Usiversity since the 2802-03 scason.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc

Stephanie Petho (Athlete - 19905)

Stephanie Petha (St, Fohn Central, Class of 1992) remains the measuring stick for
{emale bagkethall greatness in the GVAC.

The Fighting Irish three-sports luminary re-wrote the St. John Centrat and OVAC
scosing books during ber carcer on Guemnsey Street. The 5-7 sharpshooter finished
ber four-year carcer with 2,667 points which is first in conference annals and still
ranks sixth in the state of Ohic.

Petbo was accorded firsi-team All-OVAC &ll four years. The Bellaire native
camned Ali-Ohio honors three years, culminating by being named the state’s Division
1V “Player of the Year” following a season in which she averaged a staggering 37.1
points a game.

As a junior, she tallied 35.9 points per game in lending her Lody Irish teemmates to 8 22-3 record 2 berth
in the OHSAA regional tournament. She was named first team All-Ohio afier scoring 910 points that
winter aloze. Petho twice cracked the 50-point platean in a game, scoring 87 against Shadyside and 56
against Tamonto,

The two-year staster at the University of Pittsbusgh carried St John Central to four OVAC champi-
cnships in basketball and an overall 75-16 record. Petho was no one-sport wender, also starring in vol-
leyball and track during her prep career. She eamned A-OVAC in volleyball her funior and scnior years.

In track, Petho is one of the valley's all-time great throwers, eaming five OVAC gold medals in the
weight events — three In the diseus and twa in the shot put. Petho fossed the platter a school-record
121-7 en toute to a regional championship and a third-piace showing in the state meet as a junior.

She capped her kigh schoo! carcer by being named co-veledictorian of her sesior £lass and she went on
to become an Academic All-American at Pitt. While there, she led the team in scoring in the E994-95
season, became the career free throw percentage feader (81.4) and is 141h on the all-time scoring list.

Rudy Mumley (0vAC Family’)

Rudy Mumiey (Wheeling High School, Class of 1936). If Rudy Mumley's beart was
ieasured by the size of his [ove for his fellow men and women, it never could have fit
inside his boxly,

Mumley, an educator, administrator, humanitarian, dynamic izer and charity
fund-raiser, served the OVAC and the rest of Ohio Vatley in many different, byt special
ways. He was a two-time president, charter member of the confersnce’s Foundation
Board, served on the football and basketball committees and was the organizer and long-
lime game directar of the Obio-West Virginia Charity Football Classic, The mid-sum-
mer all-star foothall clash was renamed in his honor m 1986. He also served as OVAC
president during the 1967-68 schoot vear. To help the game get off the ground, Mumley
once morigaged his home to achicve the financing needed for the innugeral OVAC-sponsored contest in 1972,
He also was a great supporter of the OVAC wreslii.rv:& tournament.

A graduate of cld mcﬁng High School and West Liberty State College with a master's degree {rom
WVU, Mumley served in the Air Enn:e during World War H and was recalled during the Korean conilict.
He tanghe at Powhatan, Shadyside snd Smithficld High Schoois before being appointed principal at Warren
Censolidatel th in Tiltensville in 1964, Rudy later served as principal at Yorkville High, Later, when the
Buckeye Loczl School District was forined, be becarne principal at Buckeye South and remained there untit
his retirement in 1479,

Mumley, who was bom in 1918 and dicd in 1999, also provided great service to the 1) Ohia Valley
Dapper Dag Club and his college alma mater, West Liberty State. Riddy wns n member of the Dapper Dan
Beard of Directors for seme 25 years and was banquet co-chairman six times. At West Libenty, he earned a
rare honor us a non-athiete when he was inducted inte the schoel’s Athletic Hall of Fame in 1985, He was pres-
ident of 1he Hilkoppers® Alumni Associntion and the Foundation. Among the numerous horors he received
inctude: the Robert McKelvey Award and Man of the Year honors from the Dapper Dan Club; WLSC Gold
and Black Achievernent Award and the College President’s Award, nlong with the Warwaod Lions Club's
Citizen of the Year Award in F981,
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Agnes TImmons (OVAC ‘Fumily)

Agnes Timmuons (Scio High Schiool, Class of 1942). This Octogenarian started coach-
ing pickup girls’ basketball teums at Barnesville High School in 1946 when there were no
school-sanctioned girls' programs for member schools of the OVAC. She was a girs®
physical education feacher at the time, after having graduated from Denison University in
Graaville, Ohio.

Timmans considered it part of her job as 2 phys ed teacher to orgunize whatever athletic
tearns she could because sﬁc wanted the girls to have some competition and experience the
fun of playing erganized spors. She would join with wachers from other schools in the
ure interested in doing the same thing ko schedule games, They also bad to hire their ows
officiuls und provide iransportation to the game sites.

Timmons left teuching after 1948 10 begin raising a family. Afier having four children, she retumed to her
teaching und coaching carcer 2t Bamesville in 1962, Timmons coached volleyball and baskethatl even though it
wast’t untid June of 1972 that Title [X was enacted, demanding equal spocts opportnities Tor gidls, She was asked
by then OVAC exscutive secretary Sum Mumley 1o hust and serve as director of the first confeponce volleyball
champlonship toumament which was held 2t Bamesville High. Tinunons coached basketbalf and track untif wel)
jmto the 19807, but continued ber duties with the volleyball team until her retirement from teaching in 1991, She
also coached sofibatl for one year when ber daughter played hecause the talented youth also wonted 1o compote
a3 3 membecof the track and field team. The school district wosld onfy perit that to happen if Timmons crached
both sports, which she did.

Event today, Timmons remains close to the Bumesville athlefic program. Through this past season, she served a
the ennouncer for the Shamrocks® boys and girls busketball games, as well as for the home volleybail matches. She
also has been the aanourcer and part of the committee for the OVAC volleyball tournament for over 30 years. East
winter, the then Bil-year-old Timmons was eatled back into the conching ranks when Bamesville needed someone
to help out with the volleyball squad. Agnes coachied the jayvees and thproughly enjoyed the experience.

Her truck teams were perennial contenders for OVAC titles and several volleyball twams advanced to the district.

Doug Huff oedin)

Doug Huyff (Magnolia High Schoof, Class of 1961), This nutive of New Martinsville
has been wriling sporss since the age of 12, his first “job” being with the Werzel
Demoerat, a weekly paper in his home town. Huff joined The Ftelligencer a3 tssociate
sparts editor in 1907, 2 position be held uatil 1978 when he wes named s that paper’s
sports editor, remaiming in that position until his retirerent in 1999, He previously was
sports editor of the Fairmmont Tiwes and worked on the sporis staff of the Dominion

ews i Morgantown.

While the sports chief of The Inrelligencer, Huff originated All-Valley Boys
Basketbattmnd Baseball selections inn 1968, plus the OV All-Sports School und Athléte
Awanls and the AHl-OV Scholar-Athlete selections. He compiled Ohio Valley and West
Virginia reeords for football, baskeiball and basehall, alony with historical misteriai on OVAC schools. couch-
es fnd athletes, Since 1979, he has been the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the W.Vu. Sports Wiiters
Association afier having previously served as the president and fontball eil-state boand chuirmar. Hulf also is
on the Board of Directors of the Football Writers Association of America and the National Sportscasters &
Sports Writers Association. i

Asnong the numerous honors he has uchieved include: induction into the National High Schoot Sperts Hall
of Fame {£999); state sports wiiter of the year ging times; West Vhtinia University School of Joumalisim PI.
Rewd Life Achievement Award {1999); Magnoliz High School Athletic Boosters Life Achievernent Awaed
{19%)); W.Va. Sports Writers Association Gene Morchouse Awarid (1992); Upper Ohio Valley Dlapper Dan
Club’s Robert L‘Kclvgy Award {1994), L )

He is the author of ggns i Wess Virginin, “A Pictorial Hxsmrf“ {1979 and also of the Nutional High
School Foothall and Basketbull Record Books (2001-2062). Doug also co-authosed “How 1o Walch Sports on
TV..And Enjoy 1" Since 1975, be kas been # high school contributing editor of Street e Smith magazine
and compiles their pre-season schoolboy Ali-Amenica teams for football, boys’ basketball and_baseball.
Although retired from The Futell, he continues to subemit a much-read and enjoyeid weekly column. Dous alse
serves as the nationad rankings and records editor for Student Sports Tnc., and coordinates football snd boys
basketball selections for Parade and EA Sports.

Bob Burton (Cusches)

Robert W. (Bob) Burton (Magnalia High Schoof, Class of 1957) eouched seversl
sports st Paden City High School, but is most remember for a sparkling 38-year
career as head boys’ basketbail coach (£963-203%) where he amassed a record of
554-327.

Duaring his tepure, the Wildeats won 21 sectional championships; ight regional
titles; finished as state runncr-up twice (1972 and "82) and captured the West
Virginia Class A chumpionship twice (1973 and '87). Paden City had 28 winning
seasons under Barton, including nine 20-win campaigns, and won five OVAC Class
A championships (1971, 75, *92, '93 and '94},

Burtont received the West Virginia “Coach of the Year” honer in 1986 and was selected 1o coach in the
OVAC All-Star Baskethall Classic several times as well as the West Virginia North-South AL-Star Game
in {987, He was a member of the West Virginia Basketbal] Coaches Association, the State Coaches
Committee ad the OVAC Hasketball Commitiee.

Burton also served as un assistant coach in football at Paden City for 18 years, serving on the Wildcats'
staff during two state championship seasons (1970 and 793 coached track for more than 30 years,
winning seversl OVAC Class A and Intra-State League championships; coached cross cotntry for two
years und golf for one scason; was assistant basehall coach for three years; and spent more than a decade
as athletic director.

As an athlete, Burton was o three-sport athlete st Magnolia, earning all-West Virginia bonors in football
in 1955, At the college lovel, he was also u three-sport perfonmer, playing football at Kent State University
and then foothall, basketball and icnnis afier transferdag 1o West Libesty State College where he graduated
in 1961. He then received o master's degree in education from West Virginia University in 1968,

George Strager (Couches)

Gearge Strager (McKeesport, Pa, High School, Class of 1943) has often beer called
the “dean” of Ohic Valley high school tootball coaches thanks to a hi; hlihsuccr:ssfu!
career that spanned some 38 years (£950-87) at five different schooﬁ. {e posted o
carecr coaching record of 246 wins, 15 Josses und 15 ties which stood as the all-time
valley record until eclipsed in 2004 by Jay Circostn of Woodsfield/Monroe Central.

Strager’s coaching career began in 1959 at tiny Sistersville High School, compiling
a 42-22-3 reeond In seven seasons there and leading the Tigers o the West Virginia
Class A state championship in 1953, He moved on to Claskshurg Notre Dame HigTz far
four years ns head foutball tnd basketball coach (1957-60), going 24-10 on the grid-
iron and leading the basketbail teasn 1o the West Virginia Class A state semifinals. Next
came a three-year stint at Wheeling Central Catholic (1961-63) which festured two undefeated regular
seasans and a mark of 21-9-1. The $962 team lost to Charleston Catholic in the insugural West Virginia
Cathalic State Championship game, bui the next year Strager’s team avengsd that loss to win the crows. Up
next was a five-year stay at Cambridge High (1964-68), posting a 25-23-2 recon,

He then began o lependary 19-year nun at 5t Clairsvifle Highn 1969, tming kis trademark “belly series”
to a record of 134-51-9 there, His Red Devil teams posted three undefeated seasons (1969, 777 and *85) and
Lhe 1983 s?uad carned the school's first-ever tip to the OHSAA playoffs and the £986 team advanced to the
state serniftuals before losing a heart-hreaker to Chagrin Falls Kenston.

Struger’s top honors included induction into the Ohio High School Football Coaches Hall of Fame in
£998; Olin Valley Football Coaches Assaciation Hall of Fame in]99%; selection as OVAC Couch of the Year
in $979 and '87; ind recognition by the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley in 1992. He also coached
in the OVAC Ali-Star Charity Football Classic twice (1972 and "#7).

A praduate of Salem Callege, Struger passed away in 1991, but his memory lives on in the fory of the
Gearge Strager Memarial Foothall Camp and Scholaship Program as well as the “George Strager Evening
with the Stars™ dinner beld in conjunction with the OVAC Charity All-Star Foothall Classie,

John ‘Corky’ Vrotsos (Coaches)

Juha “Corky™ Viotsos (Martins Ferry High School, Cass of 1046) ot only initiated
the sport of wiestling at his alma mater, he guickly established himsclf as one of (he
premmicr mat couches in conference histary.

Vrotsos guided the Purple Rider grapplers from 1937-68, leading his team to seven
consecutive OWAC Tournament championships (1961-67) along with six stzaight Ohie
District Toumnament titles. His teams finished ranked in the top 10 in the state four times
{1959, '60, "63 and "64) and the best finish at (he state toumament was a fifth place
cffort in 1960,

Bluring his tenure, Viotsos coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Ohie State
Tounament gualifiers, inciuding 10 state place-winoers and one state champion (175-
pounder John Scordos in 1964), Ferry's doal meet record during the Viotsos years was 85-20-1, including
unbeaten seasens in 1964 and *67.

The initial inductee into the Marting Ferry High School Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1994 and the 1978
recipient of the DVAC Wrestling Tournament's “Mr. Mat. Award”, he served us tournament dircetor for the
QWVAC, sectional und distric toumaments after vicldiag the coaching post.

In additicn 1o serving as head wresting coach, Vintsos was also an assistant in football and track Tor the
Purple Riders. He was on the foothall staff during Ferry™s run of theee conseeutive undefeated seasons (1959-
61y amt Four OVAC championships (also 1943).

As an athlete, he was a three-year ketterman in football and basketball wt Martins Ferry. In football, he was
 center-linebacker under legendary coach Fred Thomas, playing center and Unebocker on the 1944 and '43
OVAC championship squads, eaming all-conference “AA™ honors as u senior. He played guard in basketball
under coaches Floyd Baker and Ralph Gartrell. After serving in the srmy, Vrotses then attended West Libenty
State College, praduating in 195§, He was a three-year varsity Tootball player for the Hill toppers and & mem-
ber of two Undefented teams that played in bow] games. (Smokey Mountain Bowl and Pythian Bowl),

Chester Grossi (Officials)

Chester Grossi (Weir I}ég!} Schoot, Class of 1940) began officiating in 1942, claim-
ing 1a be *draflted” into officiating by fellow honoree Walter Heil because many offi-
cials bad been fost due to the military draft.

His Jove of sports saw him enter the world of ofTiciatiag., net only in foothall, but atso
in baskethall and bascball. He rettred from offichatiog in 1987 ofter 45 years. During
thase year, he worked many district and regionai tournument games as well as 14 state
1ourndrments in basketball and 12 state finals in football. He alse worked several West
Virginia Catholic State busketball snd foothall playoff games as well 25 pames i the
West Virginta Tnwercotlegiate Atiletic Confercnce and the United Football League, He
is a life member of the Ohio Valley Board of Officials and the West Virginia Football
and Basketball Officials’ Association. He was the 1967 recipient of the OVAC's Robert awson Officials”
Awant and was honored by the Upper Ohio Vlley Dapper ©an Club,

As un athlete at Weir, Grossi pla{cd football for ceach Cerl Hamill from 1936-30 and during that time, the
Red riders won 27 straight games. He received a footbalf scholarship to West Liberty State College where he
plaved for Coach Joe Bartell in 1941 and after Wotkd War If,

fle graduated from West Liberty with o bachelor's degree in political science, retuming to Weir High School
a5 2 teaches amd assistant coach. Fe lefi the cducation field w cnwr inte the investment and insurnce business
in 1960, He remains active in many civic, fraemal and service organizations. He is president of the Weirtonian
Lodge of the Italian Sons and Dpughters of America, serves on the Doard of Directors of the Fratemnal
Association and is an honorary nutional president of 1SDA: a member of the board of the Upper Ohio Valley
Iinlian Heritage Festival; the Weirton Council 3734 Knights of Columbus and en cfficer of iheir Founth
Degree; a life member of Post 10 of the American Eegion; board member of Camp Fire USAL the Weirton
Elks: and is a member of the West Liberiy State Goli’cge Fousdation's Finance Comunittee, Hall of Fame
Commiitee, Hilltoppers Athietic Club and a life member of the Alumni Association.

N lI:; was tnducted into the West Liberty State College Hall of Fame and was honored by the West Visginln
orthern

‘Walter Heil (orficals)

Walter Heil {Bellaize High, Class of 1923} was regarded as one of the deans of
Ohio Valley officinting thanks 1o n carcer that spanned some 38 years and invelved
thyee sports.

He began os u baseball umpire in 1926 then added football in 1928 sud basketball
in 1929, working coustless games umntil finally hanging up his whistle at the age of 62.

Heit officiated footbalt and basketball at the kigh school, collegiate and profes-
sivnal levels, He worked five West Virginia High School State Tournsments, five
Wese Virginia Catholic High School State Tournaments and thoee West Visginia
Intercallegiate Athlctic Conference Tournaments. He alse officiated in (he semi-pro
Cuontinentsl Football League, which featured the Wheeling fronmen.

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Gfficials, the West Virginia Officials Association aad the
International Association of Approved Basketball officials and was

honored for length of service by euch of these urganizations.

After retiring »s an active ufficis), Heil assumed the role of commissioner of buth basketball and foot-
bail officials for the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, a position he held from 1963-70.

He was o charter member of the Bellaire High Athfctic Wall of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the
OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials’ Award,

Heil worked for Weirton Stee} Corporatiun and was  resident of Yorkville until his death in 1970.

Alex Groza (Athlete - 1940s)

Alfex Groza (Martins Ferry High Schocl, Class of 1944). This 6-foot-7, 220-pounder
led the Purple Riders to two straight undefented regular seasons in basketbali and o
the Ohio state foumnament both years. Marting Ferry finished 24-1 in 1943 and 26-1 the
following seuson. The Purple Riders won the first OVAC Class AA basketball
championship in 1944 a3 Griza scored  valley record 628 points (a murk Jater broken
by 24 OVAC Hall of Fame inducteo Ken Alessi). Groza scored 4§ vs. Tikonsville,
He was an all-conference and all-Ohio first-team selectivn.

Alex was the top scorer ind rebousder on the 1inbversity of Kentucky's “Fubulous
Five,"” which won hack-to-back NCAA tiiles in 948 and "4Y, with Groza being named
the totrnament MVP both years, He was o three-time all-Southeastern Conference
choice and a two-time consensus All-Amercan. He set 22 individual SEC reconds, Groza still ranks seventh
on Kentucky’s alt-time scoring ist with 1,744 points. Alex’s jersey number ¢E5) was retired by the school.
Greza and four of his UK seammates — Ralph Beard, Wallace Jones, Ciiff Barker und Kenny Rolling -
won a gokl mudal as U.S. Olympians at the London Games in 1948, Groza, it 1949, was named the Helms
Foundation Basketball Player of the Year. Ina 1956 Associated Press nationwide poll of sports writers select-
ing the leading athietes of the balf-centtiry, Alex was chesen us one of the five top-ruted basketball playess.

In the NBA, Groza averaged 22.5 points in 130 pre gaines with the lndianapelis Olympiass in 1950 and
'51, He voached Bellarmine (Ky.) College from 1959 through 1966. The scheel had never won a basketball
championship before Groza's fenure, He led the Kaights (o the Kentucky Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
regular season and tournament ttle in 1963, after which he was named the leagoe couch of the year,

Gioza later served as business manager and then assistant 1o the president of the ABA's Kenmcky
Colonels before becoming genern] manager of the San Diego Conguistadors until the franchise folded. He
then served ss GM of a professional velleylall wam for one year before joining Reynolds Metals in E977 25
a regional sales manager.

Girvza died of fung cancer at his home in San Dicgo on Fanuary 21, 1995,
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Chuck Howley (Atlete - 19505)

Charfes L. (Chuck) Howley {Warwood High School, Class of 1254} was a first ieam
all-West Virginia and all-OVAC tackte in 1933, He lettered in football, basketball and
baschall. As o teenager, he alsu competed for an independent All-America boys
gymnastics group.

The West Vinginia University graduate is stilf the only Mountaineer athiete to letter in
five sports — football, gymnastics, wrestling, track and swimming. In foothall he played
guard, center, and linchacker while caming All-Southemn Conference laurels three
straight vears. Also the fong snapper oo special teams, Howley was selected as a third-
team Ali-Arsericun his sentor year, Howley, at 6-2, 230 pounds, was considered to be
one of the fastest finemen in WVU history, e started in three coflege all-stor games —
Fast-West Shrine Game, Senior Bowl and the College Feotball All-Star Game, He letiercd for ihe
Mountaineers on the trampoline in gymnastics, a heavyweight in wrestling, sprinter and weightman in track
and a diver in swimming. In 1957, Howley was selected as the West Virginia Amateur Athlete of the Year.

He was an NFL first-round draft cheice (1958) of the Chicago Bears — only the third Mountaineer select-
ed in the opening round. He played a year and a half in Chicago before being sidetined by a sericus knee
injury. Howley was back home in Wheeling working at a gas station in 961 when the expansion Dallas
Cowhoys rraded ¢wo draift picks for kim. The ex-Bear decided fo give it one more try and wound up starting
at outside linebacker 12 years for the Cowboys, eaming ll-pro laurels six times. He starred in two Super
Bowls. The 571 game saw ]‘lowic%; intercept two passes and recover & farmble o gam MYP honors in a
1613 loss lo the Baltimore Calts. He remains the only player on a losing seam te be selected as the Super
Now]’s most valuable player. In 1972, ke helped the Cowboys win Super Bowl Vi over the Miami Dolphins
by intercepting 1 Bob Griese pass to set up a touchdown.

Huawley iz a member of the West Virginia Sports Writers Association, WVU, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan Club and City of Wheeling halls of fame,

Dick Miller (Athtete - 1950s)

Dick Miller ¢ Wheeling Contral Catholic High School, Class 1952) was a first-team ali-
state and atll-OVAEC pertormer in basketball ibree stmié;ﬁt years while pedfurming for the
Maroop Knights. Miller led Central Catholie to the conference and West Virginia Catholic
championships all three seasons, scoring 1,593 poines during a stellar high school career.
His three-year scoring average was 21 .4 points per game. His career point total stoad for
51 years until it was bested by Pavid Contraguerm, a four-year letterman for the Maron
Kaights. Contraguene’s record was later toppled by a Central girly”  basketbu?] great,
Kayleen Fitzsimmons. Miler also had a game high of 30 points in a West Virginia-
Kentucky All-Star Game, [eading the Mountaineer tcam 1o an 81-80 victory at ;
Williamson, Twice, (1951 apd *52), Mitler was chosen as 1he state’s basketball playér of
the year. He also was a standout performer in football and baseball in high school. He was a “T” foomation quar-
terback es a footbali performer and a shortstop/pitcher on the baseball team.
Reeruited by the University of Wisconsin on ¢ basketball sclmlmhg?, Miller way the Badgers” sturting point
%uanl {or two years. Nicknamed “The Cat” because of his quickness. Bick averaged 19 poists per game in Big
‘23 play. topping the 30-point mark three limes during his career. In $456, he set a conference record Yor the most
consecitive free throws made, converting 2% in 4 row over two consecutve gatnes, Miller also excelled as o floor
Ieader and defensive player. He was voted as the tcam MVP his senior vear, Although deafted by the New York
Kunicks in 1956, Mifier chese w0 plaif AAL basketball, He was votad to the AAU All-America eam after partic-
Jpalzn%_m 1he National Tournament held in Denver where he led the Milwaukee Allen Bradley Team to a fourth
place finish. Miller played two scasons with the Phillips Oilers in the National Endustriul Basketball League and
one season in the Tidewater Basketball Associntion whese he averaged 22 poiits per game and was voied the
league’s MVP for the 1562-63 season.
Jiller played basebal] ane year at Wisconsin, hitting .333 and Playing second base. Because a shoulder injury
in high school limited his throwing obility, he gave up baseball alter one season to concentrate on basketball.
His athletic career then continued in a differens sport as he 100k up handball (Four-wali} and in his first year,
e won the Norh and South Carolina Open Singles Championship. He went on to win numerous singles litles
troughout the Southeast, including fwo national singles age group champioaships, He Brally ended his com-
petitive carcer in 1996 at the age of 62,

Mike Sherwood (Amiete - 1960s)

Mike Sherwood {Bellaire High School, Class of 1967). This soft-spoken athletic
preat rates with Bellaire High's all-time stalwarts in both football and basketball.

He quarterbacked the 1966 Big Reda to a 8-1 season as a senior for coach Don Ault.
It remains o ’uab]]y one of the best p‘l’tfp Frid teams in Ohio Vailey history, Sherwood
led the OVAC with 20 TD passes that {211 as he completed 73 of 110 passes for a 66.4
percentage and amassed more than | A yards with only four interceptions.

He wils just ag impressive on the hardwood for legendary coach Claire Cribbs. The
sweet-shooting 61 guard was a twa-year starter for the Big Reds and surpassed tie
1 (X)-point platcau while eaming All-Ohio honors. He averaged 23 3 points a game in
leading the Big Reds 1ua §7-4 record. As a junior, he averaged 25 puints per game, He

ues] in o career-high, and school-record, 59 points against Guernscy Street rival St

otin Central. He was abso selected for the Ohio North-South Basketball Classic. X
Fx)]luwing‘ hig illustrious prep career, Sherwond accepted a foutball scholasship to West Virginiz
University, where his futher carlicr ;lﬂayed.Aﬁrsr Dumpclin%gn the freghman team, he staned of quarterback
for three seasons, As a sophomore, he passed for some 200 yards while establishing a schoof record with
416 yards against rival Pitt, completing 27 of 37 passes. He finished the Syenr rasked Flth in the naton, aver-
nging 198 passiog vards a game. The Mountaineers went 7-3 that fall. Sherwood led the Mountaineers 1o a

-7 tecord in his three yeass, mcluding a 19-1 mark and a Peach Bowl win his senior season. He still ranks
among WYU career feaders in total ofiense, passing ynn!sc,‘rass complelions and attermats, TD passes, pass-
ing efficiency and completion percentage. He wag selected to play (n the 1970 Blue-Gray Game sod won
the Ira B, Rodgers Awand (he sime year. Sherwood was also selected All-East by UPI jn £970. A member of
the All-Time WV E95(1-69 Em team, Sherwood was inducted itsto the WVU Sports Hall of Fame in 1947

After praduation, be stayed on at WVU and was a gradeate assistant for Bebby Bowden and Frank
Cignetti. He went to Bethany College to serve as offensive coonlinator from 1974-78 under his high school
coach, Dan Al Sherwsod tetsrned te his prep alma mater, serving as the Big Reds” hewl coach from 1980-
B4, mizistcring a 26-12.2 record. He was named Eastern District Coach of the Year in [982. He became the
school’s nihletic ditector in 1484 and is curmently the high school principal.

Terry Snively (alete - 1960s)

Terry Snively (Powhatan llipgl_Schwl. 1966). This all-mund athlete starred in four
sports for the Indians. He established an Ohio Valley foctball modem single season
record by amassing 222 points, including 35 touchdowns, his senior season. The gquick-
footed rimmming hack faished with 398 carcer Yomls. Snively was named Ohio's UPI
Class A Back of the Year ain 1963, He was an AI-OVAC honoree as a junior an senior
while gnrnennf,v All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley Jaurels,

Captain of the Indians” football, baseball track teams. He also was a four-year let-
terman in baskethail, starting his last three seasons. Snively averaged belior than 24
iumms n game in cach of his final two seasons and fnished his career witls 1,146 points.

e wag third tear AN-Obie as o gentor and Eirst teary AI-OVAC as o junior and senjor, :

Springtime af Powhatan sow Snively do doubie duty, staming in basebal) and teack. . .
He was o talented pitcher and outfieldef in the diamond sport for four years. He hclgcd the Indians 1o a pair of
Ohio state kremament berths, 1n£§udmﬁ winning the state Class A crown in his freshran scason when e bat-
ted (315 os Jeadoff hitter.  Powhatzn High launched o truck program in his sophomore season, He was (he
OVAC [00-yard, 206-yard and long juma champion as aJumur anith gualificd fos the stale meet in the 106G, He
bolds the school s in the I{Nfd(l 2% 200 &3.4 an lnnﬁjump (19-5). . L

After his storied four-sport prep career, he accepted a football schotarship to West Virginia Um\*crsnx’ where
be was an tmgn:r player in the defensive backficld 23 a three-year starter. He was seiecied (o the {1 Time
WVL 1950-6% Fra team. i i

After eamning his WYL diploma, he uEg.cd 1o remain in athletics in his native Ohio Va}]lz{. Snively cut his
coaching teeth at Bellaire High. During his six-year stint with the Big Reds, he was a footbail gide o Jake
(dsavsky and served as head basketbalt and bascball coach for five yerrs. He \ed Bellawre 10 a pair of section-
al crowns in hoops while gaining a district title (3974) and OVAC dmmﬁ!omh;%}[l B76) in basebail, Snively
mayriculated 1o Shadyside High is bead basketball couch for two vears. His 1976-77 tearn won n district title
and OVAC crown. In shat season, be wes natmed distsict coacls of the year, Snively leh Tigertown for River
High, where be served a3 bead foothad] coach for 23 seasons. During tiat quarter of a centitry, his 1997 team
went 10-0 and won s OVAC sitle while his teams e the Ohio playoffs (o 1953 and 1997, niv:ﬁ cnached
in the OVAC All-Star Game twice while also coaching the Ohio Nordy-South Game in 1994, In 2004, Soively
received the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Carl Haimill Award.

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (Athiete - 1970s)

Johku Filliez (Mngnolia High School, 1973}. The first OVAC athiete  ear All-W. Va,
[irst team honors in football, basketbail und basebail also set an NCAA pass receiving
record at Marshall Universiy.

Nicknamed “Fuzzy” becouse of his bushy red hair, the Blue Eagles’ wide receiver-
defensive back [ed the Cthio Valley in pass receiving vards his last iwo seasons and ended
his career with B] catches for | 434 yards and 16 touchdowns in regnlar sessoa play, In
his senior scason, Magnolia went 14)-2 with a state Class AA timmerup finish 10
Raveaswood,

He teamed with Magnolia's all-state quarerback Brian Book to lead the W. Va. All-
Stars 40 a viclery over Ohio in the anaual OVAC All-Star gare at Wheeling Island.

In hasketball, the guard averaged 19 peints a game and earned all-state honors after the Blue Eagles wene
state *AA" munnerup to Gary.

In baschall, the outfiekler batted 352 and completed his all-star trifecta with All-Valley, and all-state
honers in three sposts.

Recraited for foothall by Marshall, West Virginia, Virginia Tech, Pitt and Penn State, the 5-F, 175-pounder
sigied carly with WV, but opted for Marshall where he led the Thundering Herd in pass receiving for four
straight years and set school records with 168 catches for §.934 yards and 14 TDs. His reception total ranked,
2t the time, cighth among ail-time NCAA Division [ receivers. Starting four years, he sel a then-NCAA record
by catching passes in 42 stsuipht games. He broke the mark set by Heisman Tmfhy winner Johnny Rodgers
from Nebraska. Atdomobile bumper stickers supporting the police showed up at Herd games, where they bad
a different meaning. They read! I Love the Fuzza.” The team co-ceptaln was o two-time All-America honor-
able mention choice and a first team Nationat Independent All-Star honoree.

Filliez also was sclected as the state Amateur Athlete of the Year in 1976, Tn 1985, he was inducted inte the
Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame, Fifliez curreatly resides in Delaware, Ohio.

Lance Mehl (aehlete - 19705)

Lance Mehi {Bellaire High School, Class of 1976). A three-sport team captain for
the Big Reds, Meht was also an All-Valley foothall linebacker und baseball first base-
man as weil os a center in basketball.

He earned All-Obio football honors for coach Jake Olsavsky while serving as co-
captain of the 1975 ream which wem 9-1. He playsd in the Obio North-Scuth game in
Caolumbus and tamed in a sparkling defeasive effort for the South all-stars.

Recruited by Pean State University for football, he was cited by coach Jee Paterno
and defensive coardinator Jerry Sandusky as “one of the best inside linebackers™ ever
to play for ‘Linchacker U”.

Mehl was the [eading tackler for the unbeaten 1978 Nittary Lion team which bewed
to Alabama, 14-7 in the Sugar Bow] and probably cost PSU from being declared national champion. In that
game, he [ed Lion defenders with 17 stops, including Fl unassisted tackles.

After that junior season, he was named the “Man of the Year™ by the Upper Chio Villey Dapper Dan Club
and i3 one of only three college athletes to receive that henor.

The PSU defensive co-captain also fed the Lions in 1ackles a3 o senior and carned second team All-
America honors by The Associated Press and United Press Internatienal,

Mehl was irafted in the NFL's thind round by the New York Jets and played nine years before his career
was cut short with a recurring knee injury.

He was the Jets” leading defender from 1982-86 before a knee injury. The Jets’ defensive signat-caller
recorded 172 (otal tackles (103 solos and 67 assists) in 1984. In 1983, he intercepted seven passes and picked
off |5 career interceptions.

Mchi was sclected to the Pro Bowl after the 1983 scason when he recorded £15 tackles, 43 assists and
thres pasy interceptions.

After his NFL carcer ended, he renised to the Ohin Valley and resides in St Clairsville.

Dee Davis (Athlete - 19805)

Dee Davis (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1981}, The first OVAC girls’ ath-
lete 1o earn first team All-W. Va. honors three times set Ohio Valley and state scoring
records which remain or the books afler o quarer of a century. Overalt, she set three
OV and three W, Va. scoring standards.

Athree-year Wheeling Park standout, she scored a school recond 1,854 points includ-
ing 716 fur 2 32.5 average as a senior. She was named state “Player of the Year” and
captain of the Class AAA ail-state team for the 198{} season. She scored a school-record
%3 points vs. Weinon Madonna and set a state tournament Class AAA scoring record
which remains on the books after 27 years, She sallied 43 points vs. Greenbrier East ng
a sophomore in 1974, In two state fournament games that year, she scored 76 points
including 13 of 14 free throws.,

Dravis led Park to a state Class AAA ruaner-up spot as 2 sepfor when she alsa charted 164 steals, 71 assists
and 87 rebounds. After the season, she was MVF in the state North-South game where she scored 30 points,
She camed All-America mention in Strect & Smith's and Converse magazines.

Al Park, Davis slso starred as a pitchet-ghonstop on the first vassity softball t2ams and eamed all-state
recognition from the W. V. Coaches Association.

She sigied a basketball schelarship to Tennessce Tech where she played for two seasons hefore finishing
her college career at West Virginia University. En her two seasons with she Mountaineers, she served as team
co-captain in 1980 with Georgeans Wells, the first woman to dunk in a colfege basketball game. In Davis™
junior season, WV reconded its second-cver 20-win season with o 2010 mazk.

She afso played basketball with 2 1.5, All-Star tzam in England and scored 150 points for a 21 4 average.

Dravis has completed her §3th year as head gitls” basketball coach at hee alrsa mater Park, She has gaided
the Patrints into six state toursaments and won back-to-back Class AAA championships in [998-99 and
became the first female (o win the all-sports “OVAC Coach of the Year" award. The Wheeling resident also
coaches softball.

Brian Swisher (atblete - 1980s)

Brian Swisher (Sistcrsville High Scheot, Class of §982), The 3-7, 145-pound
dyoamo became the first three-time Grst team AW, Va. football honoree in Fyler

‘ounty as he led Sistersville High to back-to-back state Class A championships in 1980
amd "B1.

Swisher led the Tigers 10 a 13-0 record in 1981 as be set an Chio Valley and W. Va,
record for searing by a lineman with 26 touchdowns (receiving, rushing, returns) and
156 points. He was rmnnes-up for the Kennedy Awanld 2 state player of the year and
was accomled the Hunt Award as state Lineman of the Year.

He set season and carcer pass receiving marks in the Chio Valley and averaged 39.2
yards on kickoff returns ond 20.2 yards on punt returss. He adso was uctive on end-around roshing plays.

Swisher, who set an OV record by catching passes in 36 consecutive games - every game he started. His
career regular seuson totals were 126 receptions for 2,174 yards and 23 TDs.

He led the OV in regular season pass receiving yards for 1981} (68F vards on 47 catchest and 1981 (906
yards and 14 TDs on 53 receptions). As a sophemore, be landed 26 passes for 582 yards,

Swisher was o three-time AH-OVAC and All-Valley honeree os welf as ail- West Virginin three times.

In the spring, he competed in track as 4 1696 and 200-meser sprinter, long jumper and relay member, He
won cight individual medals in three state Class AA meets - a {irst in (he 100 as a sophomore, six seconds
and a thind, and was a member of a ficst place 4x 300 refay teans. He tied o state mect AA 100-meter record
with & 10.9-second mask in the E981 trials.

He signed a foutball scholarship with Marshall Univessity and played four seasens, including three years
as f stasting wide receiver. He landed )6 passes from 1982-85 for 1,617 yards and 14 touchdowns, He was
Marshall’s Feading receiver in 1983 with 32 catches for 560 yanis and three scores, He also was o Herd track
sprinter.

Swisher cursently resides in Lewis Ceater, Ohio.
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Joey Galloway (aaiete - 19905

Juey Galloway (Bellaire High School, Class of 1990). This Big Reds’ four-sporis per-
former has excelled on the prep, collegiate and professicnal kevels.

The mercury-heeled wide receiver was an Kll-()hiu gridder for coach John Magistro
before o sparkling carser at Ohio State Univershty. After his Scarlett & Gray days,
Gulloway was = first round draft pick by the Scanle Seahawks of the National Football
League.

alloway rewrote the Dhio Valley secend books for pass receiving yirds with 2,332 and
touchdown rzceptions with 27. He ended with 108 career catches, The 5-9 explosive gume-
breaker helped lead the Big Reds to thie OVAC 3-A foothall title llzlirgunior lyaar. plagm% ufy ;
integral rele in the 9-1 campaign. He landed 43 passes for 973 yurds and [3 TDs that fall. R
Galloway was u three-lime AU-OVAC and All-Valley hunoree and was named Al-Ohio sccond team in Division

TEL us o senicr.

In busketball, he was just us dominating as u goint guard. Gallowsy was a starter for three straipht OVAC
championskip teams for coach Gene Ammirante, He eamed All-OVAC, All-Vulley and All-Ohio Sionors,

The spriugtime saw Galloway serve the Biﬁ Reds as an inflelder os the baseball diamond, but it was on the
qvlul whers he made an even higger impact. Gulloway claimed the state Division I 100-meter and 200 state sprint
titles as a seajor.

The Bellsire Bullet then took his amazing athletic skills to Columbis, starring for John Cooper on the grid-
iren. He was Boncred ns an AL-Big Ten wide receiver a8 a junior—~a season in which he grubbed 47 passes for
946 yards. His carcer totals at Ohio State were 10§ receptions for 1,894 yards and £9 Tlg.;. Galloway finmshed
with 2,754 all-purpose yards and was the team's co-captain in 1994, He was an All-Big Ten Academic honoree
in 199, 1993 and 1994 while camed the Nutional ler\}m!i Foundating Scholarstip in 1994, He earned a degree
in business/marketing.

Galloway was the eighth overall pick in she 1994 NFL Draft, He Eluycd five seasons with e Seahawks, cateh.
ing 283 passes for 4457 yards and 37 TDs. In his best season in Seattle, he collared '72‘5;255&:5 for 1049 yards
and 12 TDs. He left Seatile for the Dallas Cowboys and is now a member of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.,

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc

Matt Gaudio (athlete - 19905)

Mati Gawdio (Brooke High Schoecl, Class of $991). This fluid athlete dominated
the West Virginia prep hardwood as he was a four-year sturter for the Bruins.

He concluded his sparkling Brooke career by being named the W. V. “Player of
the Year™ as well as the Gatorade state “Player of the Yeas” in £991. The 6-7 forward
paced Brooks to records of 19-4, 32-4, 16-7 and 18-7 for a four-year career mark of
75-22.

Gaudio was a two-time all-state Class AAA honoree and twice named fo the all-
state towrmament team. He averaged §7.9 poiots and 10.1 rebounds as 4 sophomon:
and followed that up wiih a state Class AAA-best 24.8 scoring norm s a junior while
averaging 13 rebounds.

Gaudio capped his superb prep cureer with a brilliunt senior campaign. He aversged 24.3 points and
geubbed 134 rebounds o repeat as AIMOVAC, All-Valley and All-W. Va, honors while being accorded
honorzble mention All-America. He was the first Bruin 10 em first feam sil-state jn boys” baskethall.
Gatndio surpassed the |00 mark in career poings {1.874) and career rebounds (1,108), both Bryin records,

He opted to costinue his academic and athletic career at Penn State University, where he was plagued
by chronic back problers which requined surgery, In spite of the medical woes. Gaudio endured to twn
in u solid career. During his redshirt sophomore season, be averaged 9.4 points end 4.7 rebounds o game
und was namned recipient of the Lou Lamie Most Inspirational Player Award.

‘Fhe following year, he served s student assistant coach while completing his liberal ants degree with
an emphasis on architecture. He retumed to play as u senjor and was second on the team in scordng with
# 13.1 averaged while collected 6.4 sebounds a game during a 21-7 record season.

Cal Giffin (OVAC ‘Family”)

Cul Giffin (Belluire Hiph School, Class of 1947). One of the legendury figures
invelved 1n the sport of high school track and cross eountry in the DVAC.

During his 17 years employed as a teacher and couch in the Belluire City School
District, Giffin was cne of the founders and 1he Girector of the fimed Bellaire Relays,
During its 32-year history, the Beilaive Relays attracted many of Ohio’s greatest athletes
1o the Nelson Field. At one time, the Bellaire Relays was recognized as the second-
furpest track event in the Buckeye State, His teams won five OVAC and district track
championships. During his seign, the Big Reds won 38 dualftniangulur mack mests, Also
while at Belluire, he served as an assistant coach in footbull und basketbal, .

Giffin’s time-conswming work and contributions to the Ohin Valley Adhletic -
Conference included a ter us (?resideut £1973-74) and commissioner of ¢he Teotball and basketball officials.
He directed many tajor OVAL track meets and to honor his efforts, the league chumpionships in track and
field wese renamed as the OVAC Cal Giffin Classic. He was a member of the Eastern District of the Ohio
Athletic Board, the Ohio High School Coaches Association. the Ohio Football Couchies Assogiation and the
National Collegiate Track and Fiekd Coaches Association, He was voted isto the Ohio State ‘Track Coaches
Hali of Fame in 1972, Giffin was presented two awards of merit from the QHSAA und, following bis death in
1975, he was selected for a posibumous Afumoi Achieverment Award by West Liberty Staie College. Gillin
served the Eastern Ohio Couches Associution as president us well s being ihe state viee pregident for the Ohin
Association of Track Coaches.

Athietically, Cal was a three-sport letterman (football, basketball and truck) at Bellaire High, He played on
the first Big Reds’ feotball team to win an OVAC champienship (1946). He also played n the Ohio-Wesi
Virginia AltSw.r Football Game in 1947. Giffin’s career also led him to the Martins Ferry School District
where he was the superviser of clementory s secondusy education. From therg, he became the principal of
St, Clairsville High School und kater served ss superintendent of the St. Clairsville-Richland School District.
He received his B.A. in Education from West Liberty in 1951 and his Master of Arts Degree in school admin-
istration from WV in 1967,

Ron Mauck (0vAC Family’)

Ron Manck (Bridgeport High School, Cluss of 1958). Educator, sdministator, com-
munity leader. Maucﬁ' é’fs beea director of the OVAC Wn:stlin‘? Toumament, one of the
argest high school events of its kind in the entire country, since 197Y. This highly-regard-
ed champlonship was renamed us the Ron Mauck OVAT Wiestling Tourmarment in 2006,

A pupil of the late George Kovalick, an OVAC Halt of Famer and considered to be the
patriarch of high school wrestler in the Ohio Valley, Mauck alsy established the confer-
ence’s dual meet chamgionshj stapdings in 1971 and directed five W.Va. state touma-
ments it the Wheeling Civic Center (new WesBanco Arenal. Three times, he served usa
voluntezr on the staff for NALA and NCAA Divisien H championships (hosted by West
Libesty State CDLI:EEE} held in Wheeling. [n addition to his duties with the conference mat
tournament, Mauck was a long-time member of the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-
Star Footbalt Classic, He was assistant game director and Jater served ns game director from §893 though 1998,

The B:idgc%m High and West Liberty State College gmduate, who eamned his muster's in safety education,
began his wacking and coaching career in 1965 a1 Follansbee High School where be started the school’s varsi-
ty wrestiing program and coached the school's only individual state champion (Lou Thly), While at Follansbes,
Mauck coached John Craig, a fisst-time wrestler us u senior in 1965 who went on to become un Ali-American
af West Liberty and Sater was one of the area’s ourstanding coaches before becoming an adininistrator. When the
consolidated Brooke High School opened in 1968, Ron was named o coach Lhe wrestling team where he uiored
the Bruins' first West Virginia inat champ in Jima Suddotls. Before reticing after a 34-year career in education,
Mauck served Brooke as director of the school’s Driver’s Education Department, Physical Plant Director,
Assistant Athletic Director and Athletic Director, In addition to havieg the OVAC Wiestling Tournament
renamed in bis honor, Mauck also wis ‘;m:senwd the “Mr, Mat” Award'io 1983, He was named the W, Va,
Wiestling Coaches Man of the Year {£987); and received recognition awards from the U Ohio Valley
Dapper {Xan Club (1985 and 1997); W, Va, Athletic Director of the Year (1995), Mauck twice was sclecied
Warwood Lions Citizen of the Year, winner of the H V. Carcoran, St. Award {2001) and a member of the Brooke
County Wail of Fame (2006). He is past president of the W, Va, Safety Association, the Bodgeport Al amd
Warwood Junior High Athletic Association.

Boyd Nelson (Media)

Boyd Nelsen (Bellaite High School, Class of 1943). Nelson spent 41 years as a
Ehntogra}aher with The Times Leuder in Martins Ferry. Fellow staffers and {riends
ave called him o pioneer, a legend und, perhaps, the greatest goodwill ambassador
in the newspaper’s history. His work behind the camera, sccording to many area high
school coaches, help bring the sports world alive to the readers of The Times Leader.
Nelson, a quict, upassuming man, Jet his camera do his talking for him. No assign-
ment was o big nor teo tenial for Nelson, who had the um)omméty 1t take pictures
of seven L1.5. presidents from Hamry Truman though Ronaid Reagas. Nelson chroni-
<led neatly every major hay ?cnin%l throughout the Okio Valley and was a familiar
and much-welcome face at ﬁxgll school. cotlege und professional games and matches -
from the start of bis career in the Jate 19408 unti his retisement in 1988, As was pointed out at the time of
This death in 2003, there wasn't a gymnasium, foothall fiektor baseball diamond iz The Times Leader's cov-
em%e nrea where Nelson didn't capture the exploits of athletes of il ag]::nand unbilities. Among the future
mofessional greats he covered included basebal] hal) of famess Phil Niekeo and Bilt Mazeroski; basketball
all of famer Tohn Havlicek, Joe Nickro, Tim Spencer, Olympic wrestler and coach Bobby Douglas and
Allan Hornyak, just o te mention o few,
Boyd's devotion to bis work atso mude him 2 role model snd an inspirstion to aspiring andé seasoned pho-
of co-workers and

tographers alike. Nelson shunned the limefight throughout his life despite the Hrgin‘%ﬂ
ndmirers to enter his pictires in statewide competition. As a result, he was bypassed Tor many uwards thai
easily would have come his way. However, Unsted Press International began presenting awards to newspa-

1 and magazine photographers in the early 19708 und the Vc? first hunoree was nooe other than Boyd

lelson. When The Times Leader published a pictoeial history of Enstern Ohio in 1999, 1he book was dedi-
cated fo Nelsoa, a lifelong Belmont County sesides, Be began bis career following a stint in the 8.5, Navy.
He served a stint in the Philippines during World War 11 After retuming home, Nelson attended Ohto
University for a year, However, ufier being hired as a summer inler by The Tanes Leader, he never rewmed
to college and made photography his lifettme profession.

Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Cosches)

Paul "Bud” Billiand (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1959). Head coach st Brooks
High Schooi for 23 seasens {(1979-2001) where be compiled a record of 185 wins, 79
defeats and 1 tie. Duning this spas, Billiard's Bruins won three West Virginia Class
AAA state championships — 1985, 1987 and 1990, His 1987 und *%0 powerkotses
recorded perfect record seasons and both were mationally ranked. The $987 tean fin-
ished 25th in the country while the 1940 squad ended up 1n 23rd place. In 1994, Brooke
also ended the campaign with a 10-0 record but lost in the state playolfs, Fifteen of his
23 Bruin teams participated in the post-season playoffs und seven made the state cham-

ionship pame. Also, Billiurd coached the green and gold o seven OVAC Class AAAA

ivisicn champioaships. He coached in two Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star
Football pumes und in theee West Vinginia North-South Games. The was amony the founding members and
past president of the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Asseciation for whom he also was chaimman of the
ﬁmup‘s anntal uwards dinner. He alse assisted in organizing the OVFCA’s Clinics and Prospect Nights,

illiard’s Brooke coaching career also included cight years us an assistant in football, two years as a wrestling
assistaat, six yeurs us head wrestling coarh and three years as head track coach. Prior to Broake, he spent
four years as an assistant in fostball at Wheeling Centsaf, two years as a volunteer assistant in wrestling and
three years as head track coach,

While ttending Welisbun: High School, ke played four years of footbat] and lettered three gﬂars. serving
as team caplain in 1958. He playcd baseball three years, curning two letters, At West Liberty State College,
Biilzard was a four-year varsity lettenman in footbalt playing on both the offensive and defensive lines, After
his junior seasen, be eamed first-ieam All-WVYIAC laurels,

Among his swands are: Chio Valley, OVAC and West Vinginiu Coach of 1he Year; Upper Ohio Valley
Dapper Dan Man of the Year; Caxl Hamill Coaching Award; Sieubenville Moose Lodge Coach of the Year,
West Liberty State College Athletic Hall of Fame; 2005 Ohio Valley Football Coaches Hall of Fame inductee;
H.¥. Corcoran Sr. Award for the Brooke football program bringing national attention to the Ohlo Valley; and
a 2005 recipient of the West Virginia Athletic Coaches Associstion’s Retired Coaching Award.

Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Coaches)

Richard “Lefty" Hall (Bamesville High Scheol, Class of 1959). Hall was one of
the most successful two-sport coaches {(baseball/golf) in OVAU history, compilinga
whopping 1,116 victaries over a 34-year span.

He began his baschall coaching career at Pewhatan High School for a yrar before
taking the same post ut St. Clairsville High School. o his 33 years with the Red
Devils (1569-20011, his teamns nmaussed an outstanding 515-320 record.

With “Lefty™ calling the shots from the dugout, St. Cluirsville won seven OVAC
championships and made five Ohio High School Athletic Association regional tour~
nument uppearances (1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 und 1997), The Red Devils advanced
to the state tournament “Final Four™ in 1947, 5t. Clairsville alse won five Eustern Ohio Baseball League
tiiles under Hall’s guidance,

Hall as named OVAC Ceach of the year in 1991 and received the same accelade from the Eastern
District three times, 1990, 1995 and 1997, He also served as one of the coaches in the Mizono All-Star
Series in 1997, A true baseball “junkie,” Hall was inducted into the Ohio High School Baseball Coaches
Hall of Fame in 1996 and was named the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame “Man of the Year™ in 1999,

Hall coached six players who signed prefessional baseball contracts, the list including Gerry Crafl,
Gene Cattane, Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik and Joe Dudek.

In golf, “Lefty™ coachied St. Chairsvilie for 27 vears (1974-2000) . finishing with u 61}1-123 record. He
hadf three unbeaten teams and also ritored three squads that advanced to the Ohio state tournament. The
Red Devils alse coflected 14 OVAC golf championships.

Hail, a life-long resident of Barnesville, keticred in baseball and track while performing for the
Shamrocks. He graduated frem Ohio University.
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Warren Pugh (omciat)

Warren “Nookie” Pugh ‘E;Thc Linsly Schoul, Clasa of 1920). The Wheeiing Istand
resident wha died in 1983 at the age of B1 served the couching and officiating profession
very well and slso was an outstanding contributor ta his committee.

As an official, Pugh served us a football and basketball referce for over 40 years. In
foothall, he worked in_both high scheol and cullc-Ere. inchnding the West Virpinia
Intercollegiate Athletic Conferanee and West Virginia University, Pitt and Penn State, A
baskeiball official for more than 40 years, Pugh officiated high school and college con-
tests. n 1933 and 1934, he worked the entite West Virginia state high schoo] basketball
toumament, his partners being Judge Paul Camilletti the first year and Dink Westfall the
secand year. Pugh and John Gott of Bluefield blew the whistle for all 1] games of the
first WVIAC tournament held is 1935 at Fazrmont. Pugh served as president of both the
Ohio Valiey Board of Foothall and Basketball Ofjciais, He also was the referce of the famed Bellairs Relays
for many years and was {ater named as the meet's honorary referee, He was also honosed for his service by the
Shadysilé Rela{s andd the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission. Pugh conducted officials’
clinics in several sports and wrote a ncwsrzlggr serics oo officiating. Pugh also wag 3 Red Cross instructor in water
safety and life-saving for over S0 years. In his vouth, he was recognized as a tri-state diving champion and was
known tomany  people in Wheeling for diving off the Suspension Bridge into the Olio River, }‘[)c performed
that feat for the fisst thme on Labor Dlay during the state Cair held when he was 2 tecnager. He repeated that dive
on several other occasions during his youth. He coached swimmiag at his #lma maler The Linsly Schoo] for
nearly three decades, guiding the Cadéts to 26 OVAT championships, including 25 i z row,

Pugh was also a remendous athlete, especlaliy as a foothall player. He attended Alderson-Broaddus Colle
in Philippd fer two vears and F]aycd foothall before transferring to Davis & Elkins College where was a stejfas
fullback and center Tor Hall of Fame Coach Cam Henderson, Since eligibility rules never mallr_ existed in those
doys, Pugh played four lyg:ms at D&E.His community service included [5 a’enrs as Wheeling's Recreation
Director, two terms as Ohio Cuun? Sheriff and six yedrs as an Ohio County Commissioner, Pugh was induct-
ed inte the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame (1981, the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame {1984) and

now the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame.

Boh Gain (ailete - 19408

Bob Gain (Weir High School, Class of 1947).  An all-time great un the high school,
callege and professiomal levels, he started his Football career for the Red Riders and
twice camed first team AN-OVAC heners ag & lineran and was honored on the F46 All-
W.Va, selections.

Tn 1969, he was selected as o ‘Modern Era” defensive teckle on an Al-Teme Ohio
Valley football team sciected by The Intcliigencer newspaper. In 2663, he was henored
on an AllTime W.Va. high school team selected by The Faismont Times newspaper.

At Weir High, he was the [argest all-state honoree at 8-2, 240-pounds and was g 3wo-
way tackle as well as handling punting and kickoff duties. His f:ie coach Carl Hamill
never singled out his best Red Rider football product but always started his list with Gain, a four-year starter
and his most honared protégé.

Gain is regarded as the mratest lineman in University of Kenmucky, where he was a three-time All-
Soulheastern Conference honores and & two-time first team All-America cheice in 1949 and 1950 A5 5 sei-
jor, he won the Cttand Trophy as the nation’s outstanding Jineman, the first from the SEC so honored, and
ane of only two from the Ohio Valley. The other Omtand Trophy honoree was the University of lowa's Calvin
Jones from Steubenville High. Playing for the legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant at Kentucky, the Wildcats were
33-10-2 in Gain's four seasons and he was co-captain of the 10-1 record team that upset national champion
Oflahorma i the 1951 Sugar Bowl. Gain was the No. 5 choice — the highest ever for an OVAC athlete — in
the first round of the 1951 NFL Draft by the Green Boy Packers. However, he opted for Qttawa in the CFL
before starting a 12-year NFL career with the Cleveland Browns. The five-time Pro Bowler was a starter an
three NFL championship teams under legendary coach Paul Brown in 1954, 1955 and 1964.

‘The Clevelund area resident bas been inducted into seven Halls of Fame — College Foolball, West Virginia
Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, University of Kentucky. Cleveland and Akron Halls aod Cleveland
Browns' Legends Hall,

Phil Niekro (amiete - 1950s)

Phil Niekro (Bridgeport High Schoot, Class of 1957}, The Busehali Hall of Famer got
his athietic start with the Bulldogs whete he was a three-sport performer. Besides base-
Ball, ke was a foothalt end and basketha!] forwand sad o iearmate of fellow OVAC Hall
of Famer Jehn Havlicek.

Nicknamed “Knucksie™ beeause of his staple pitch, the knuckleball, which he learned
from his father, Niekro was a four-year Bulldog pitcher with a 17+1 career reconl. His
only loss was 1-0 to Filtonsvifk in 1954, his freshman year, when fellow Baseball and
OVAC Rall of Famner Dill Mazeroski bit the game-winning home rn. The 1955 Bulldog
team shared the East Ohio League title with Martins Ferry. In a 9-4 Ohio sectional four-
nament win over St. John's, Niekro won the game in relief and belted a two-nun single. Bridgepont, however,
was halted in the finals by Shadyside, a team fwice defeated by the Bulldogs. In 1956, Niekro and the Rulldogs
defeated Steubenvilie Centrat, 7-1, in the Class A district tournament after sectional wins over Bamesville aad
S4. Clairsville, Bridgeport howed to East Liverpoo) in the district finals, As a senior, Nickro tossed & four-hit-
ter and struck out 10 in a 4-2 win over Steubenville Central for the OVAC Ohio-side title. He carlier hurded an
B-2 win over East Livetpool in the Class AA district semifinals. Unbeaten Steubenville Central halted
Bridgeport, 6-F in the {inals.

Niekro, who ulse played for the Bridgeport Legion team and Blaine in the surmes Twilight League, was
signed by the Milwaukee Braves for a $500) bonus ot a 1958 tryout camp in Beltaire.

In 1964, he started & 24-year major league career with the Braves, New York Yankees, Cleveland Indians
anet Toronto Blue Jays. He had 2 318-274 cascer recond while appearing in B64 games and striking out 3,342
batters, cighth oa the ail-time charts. He huried a no-hitter and won five Gold Gloves and was samed to five
All-Star teams, The Braves honored him by erccting a brorze statue in frost of their bome stadim and, in
1997, he was inducted into the Baseball Hail of Fame. He resides in the Atlanta area.

Lee Patrone (Atslete - 1950s)

Lee Patrore (Bellaire High School, Class of 1956}, For 5(} years, Patrone was the all-
time leading career scorer in Big Reds” hissory with | 842 points in three scasons. He led
Bellaire High to thres stralght sectional titles with wog-lost marks of [8-4,20-3 and 18-
4 while averaging 23 5,26 7 and 329 pelnts per game cach season. His 27.1 point career
average rensains a schood record,

The two-time first teamn AlFOVAC honoree, and an All-Obio first tcam honeree by
The Associated Press #s # sendor, he was a scoring machine with 57 career games over
20 points, inchading all 23 as o sesior, and he had 28 straight games in which he scored
at keast 20 points.

He tallied 54 points twice in a game in 1956, including his final game while playing with an injurcd led
against Mactins Ferry in the districl wumament title game, Ferry prevailed, 94-87, while surviving a limping
Putrone’s beroics. Earlier, against a Bridgepart team featuring Baskethall and OVAC Hall of Famer fohn
Havlicek, he converted 25 goals. His 299 pgoals in a season remains a school standanl,

After a brief stay at Dhic State, the stocky 6-4) guard enmlled at West Visginia University in 1957 and led
the 1958 freshman team in scoring with a 20-point porm. A member of the 1959 NCAA runner-Gp team [ed by
All-American Jetsy West, he was second 1o West in 1960 team scoring with a 14.2 per game nornt and was
named to three ali-tournament reams: NCAA regional, Southern Conference and University of Kentucky, A
Virginia sportswriter described kim as “good enough to be cocky and cocky enough 1o be good.”

As a senior, he was a thind tzam All-America honoree by Hetms Foundation. He ended his career with 1,028
points — then seventh best in WVU history.

Afler graduation, he taught and coached five seasens at Wistersville High School where his first 1969 tecam
went 144 and 1972 teom was 16-4, After retiring, he relocated to his current home in Florida.

Bob Hummel (athiete - 19605)

Beb Hummell (Moundsville High School, Class of 1966). This 6 f. 3 guard was a
scoring machine for Moundsville High School before iaking his vast hoop talents to West
Virginia University.

Hammell finished his stellar four-year prep career with 1931 poiats, good fora 22.6
per game average. Tha sverage still ranks stith among Class AAA players in the state,

His senior year was one for the record books at the Marshall County school. He poured
in BG7 points in 25 games for a 359 average, which is tied for the highest average in
Class AAA archives.

Moreover, his scoring antics trnstated into team success as Moundsville finished as
state rusnerp in Cliass AAA, the schooi’s first state final since 192(), Hummedl torched
Richwaod for 45 markers in the stale semifinal game. He established the Moundsville single-game scering
mark with 53 points in a win against Follanshee. Hummell was chosen as the West Virgiaia “Player of the Year®
by the Mosgaitown Touchdown Club while also being named captain of the Class AAA allstate team, all-
OVAC and Scholustic Coach All-America. He also was a top-rotch baseball player for Moundsville, eaming
secend-teans all-stute hotors as a pitcher,

Following his glorious stay at Moundsville, Hummell joined the WVU hoop squad and he wasted ro time in
making his presence fclt. Hummell led the WVU frosh team in scoring with a 34.2 average, inelwding a 45 -
point outburst against Maryland and 41 against Duguesnse. i those days, freshman were ineligible by NCAA
rules from playing on. the varsity level,

He went on to average 12.9, 18.5 and 14.0 points a game the following three seasons, all of which he served
1he Mountnineers as a starter. Hummell was the team’s captain hi senior scason.

Hummicll totaled 1,137 points in his WVU career, placing him seventh in school annais af ihe time his carcer
ended in 1970, he was an adept free throw shooter, hitting at an 80,7 clip for his carecr. Hurnmeli — who had
14 games of 200 or more points — was selected 1 the 196675 all-tirne WVU hoop team,

Harry Wilson (antete - 1960s)

Harry Wilson (Steubeaville High School, Clasa of 1963). This former Big Red star
ranks with 1he elite running backs in OVAC histary.

His gridiron carcer at Steubeaville was nothing short of spectacufar. His abitity w
carry the football took hinx to a starring role ot the University of Nebraska and n short
stint with the NTL's Philadelphia Eagles,

Fhe 5 ft. 11, 190-pounder was also a safety ond kick retusner for Big Red, but
fushing the football is what Wilson did best.

He carried the Big Red to a 9-1 mark bis senior season, a campaign in which the
Jefferson County charges pocketed a prized 14-8 win over heralded Massiflon. Wilsen
paced (se Ohio Valley in both rushing yards and scaring with 1,756 infantry stripes and 23 touchdowns. The
former standand is a modem day school record for a 10-game compaign,

His achievements garnered him Ohio “Back of the Year” designation by both the AP and UPT in Class AA,
‘which was the [argest class back then, He was named first tear all-Ohic ark a Scholastic Coach All-American.
Wilson was almost as dominating his junior year. The “Steubenville Stomper” rushed for 1,586 vands and
seored 28 touchdowns and 168 points in 10 games. He was selected first team afl-Ohio by AT as o safety while
also eaming all-OVAC and all-Valley lausels,

Wilson — whe was also nicknamed “Lighthorse™ — enjoyed a sparkling carcer ot Nebsaska. He led the
Cornhuskers in rushing his junior and sexior seasons, flaishing his career with 1,702 vards and a stellar 54 per
CAITY average.

He was named snanimous sil-Big Eight as a senior and honorable menticn All-America by UPE He has the
distinction of playing in three major bow games —Coston, Orange ond Sugar,

Alter his playing days in Lincoln, Wilson was selected in the find round of the 1957 NFL draft by the
Eagles. He spent three years with the leam as a backup running back and kick returier.

Ed Burgy (Athlete - 19705)

Ed Burgy (Bellaire High Scheel, Class of 1971}, This former Big Reds” star semains
the measuting for prep bascball greatacss in the Ohio Valley,

_While also starring in football and basketball ut the Gaernsey Stieet school, Bus
distinguished bimsell as argoably the premier prep basehall player in OVAC annals.
'hile his baseball statistics are slnggcnnﬁ, he accomplished them in just three seasons
as Bellafre High did not stant a buseball program entil Burgy's sophomore season.
Known for his cverpowering pitching prowess, Burgy was also a tremendous shuﬁssox
and powerful hitter, Burgy éiched his samed in Bellaire High, Ohio Valley and OHSA,
record books, The three-vear All-Valley first-team honoree completed Ris prep career
witl 2 20-3 recosd, still the most wing éver by a Big Reds” pitcher, He owns the career
strikeout mmark with 326 (in ljusl 175 innings) and the single-season strikeout standard of
128. While possessing nearly-unhittable beat, he alse ownesd prear centrol, The talented right-hander walked
Just 31 harers in his career dnd went cight straight games withoul issuing a bass on balls. He carved out state
records with a misuscule D.33 ERA for a season and un (.63 ERA for a career, Bis (hird OHSAA record was
for huiting 16 shutouts. BulrFy also set an Ohio Valley mack with 23 strikeonts in a J-inning no-hitter
versus River. He was also a deadly hitter, Burgy owns Bellaire High records for hits ina game (h%, triples in
a seasen (8) and carcer triples (12},

Burpy also was a stellar, four-year football performer for coaches Rudy Sharkey and Jake ©lsavsky. He wes
4 slashing running back until his sexior scasen. Olsavsky epted to switch urgg to q:dnrtemzck, amove that paid
fig dividends. Burg}g kelped guide the Reds to an 8-1-1 season, losing only to Marietta ¢12-0) while tying

intersville (-0). He was joined in the backficld by Ron Lee, who went'on to fome with WVU and the
Baltimore Colis. Burgy was's multi-lalented hoopster? Starting for three scasons, he Em:ed inx 1,197 peints,
tatal that still ranks seventh en the afl-time schoot scoring card. Tt was second only to legendary Loe Patrone
when Burgy hung up the Big Red sneakers, He wag a fisi-tears All-Valicy Big School honoree his sophemore
and funior seasons. He exploded in his senior campaign fora 212 J)er Fame average.

Burg{r was a sixth-round draft choice of the New York Mets and spent three vears in the Melts” farm &
izitr]s‘t iz Virginia followed by a step in Pompaso (Fla) and Memphis, He had 13 wins in pae seasen and
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Bruce Smith (atbiete - 19705)

Bruce Smith (Martins Ferry High Schoal, Class of 1976). He is ot the top of the list
when it comes to distance running as a four-time Ohio state champion who set countless
rcet, valley and schook records along the way.

In ¢ross country, Smith was a three-time All-Ohioan {1972, *74 and '75), capturing
first place at the state meet in both his junior ($:43.0) and senior (3:33.4) seasons after
placing seventh (10:45.0) as a sophomors. His time in 1975 was the state record at the
time.

As both a junior and seaior, he also finished first in the sectional, Histrict, OVAC and
Belmont County meets and finished undefeated both years, As a sephomore, he was
secend in the sectional, district and county meet and third in the OVAC.

He was a three-time All-Eastern District and AL-Valley honoree in cross country as well,

In track, Smith eamed All-Ohio status two times (1975, *76), winning the state championship in the two-
mile run both: years. He posted a time of $:11.1 as 8 senjor after winning i 9:31.1 as a junior. He also placed
seventh at the state event as a sophomore (9:39.9).

He finished first in the sectional and district mects ol three years, winning the county event twice and
finishing as runner-up once. In OVAC meets, he won the OVAL oue-mile tun and finished third in the 886-
vand run as a senior; and captured the two-mile rin as both a sophomore and jonior.

Smith garnered All-Eastern District and All-Valley laurels three times in track.

En the two sports at Manins Ferry, Smith was part of four undefeated teams, three sectional and disrigt
champicnship teams, one OVAC chatnpionship tcam and three OVAC runner-up teams.

Semith was also a long-time competitor in most arca road races, including several years as the top locat
runner in the Elby's Distance Race {now the Ogden 20K Classic).
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Wendy Baker (Aihlete - 19505)

Wendy Baker (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1989}, A two-sport stunclout for
the Lady Potters, excelling in both basketbail and softbull.

Dn the court, she was # four-year varsity performer, becoming the first player in
schoal history to exceed 1,/XK) career points, fisishing with 1,127 wllies. As n senlor,
she averaged 21.5 poims per garme. Buker also excelled defensively, pesting 291 career
steals including 135 us o senior,

As a senior, she was 2 second team ell-Ohio Division I selection who was seiected o
play in e McDonald's All-Siar Classic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class 4-A,
District 5, Division [ and All-Colitmbiana County “Player of she Yeas”, She was also an
Al-OVAC and All-Eastera District fizst team choice as a junior and an all-Déstrict henorable
pick as a sophomon:.

Cin the dinmond, Bakex's career pitching numbers included 49 victories and 226 strikeouts and 400-plus
batting sversge. Her senior season mwmbers included a lofty 477 average along with some impressive
pitchisg numbers — 19 victories, 187 strikeouts znd 09.54 ER.A. She betied 483 as a junior with 32 RBI
and had 1Y pitching wins, registering 109 strikeows and a 1.77 ERA. As u sophomore, she hit 422,

Haker's softball ll-star honors included two-time All-Ohio (first team as a senior, second team a8 &
juniory; and twao-time All-OVAC Class 4-A,

$he attended Wheeling College and played buskethall for two seusons, scoring 882 points and posting 182
steals during that time. She gained [irst team A)l-West Virginia Entercollegiate Athletic Conference bonors as
a sophomure ofter gaining hooorable mention ns 4 freshman.

mention

Dennis Swearingen (alete - 1980s)

Dennis Swearingen (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1982). He earned 16
varsity letters in four sports, making his higgest macks in footbal and basketbalt,

In football, he was a three-year letiermin as smm‘n¥i uarterback/defensive back,
amassing 1,616 {ards passing and §) yards rushing while leading the Purple Riders
0 a combined 21-9 record, ineluding o spotless 10-0 mark in his suphomere scason,
Fcn-i's first perfect record in 2(;{yeurs, i delense, he was credited with 125 tackles
and had El pass interceptions. He was a two-time fitst 1eam AP Afl-Obio Class AA
defensive back, earning second tean afl-star honors frum UPL both years ns well. He
ulso garnered first team AIR-OVAC Cluss AAA, All-Easten: District Cluss AA and Afl-
Vulley honors twice. Fallowing his senior season, Swearingen was mumed a
Centmany Psep Afl-Asmerican, ar Upper Ohin Vidley Dapper Pan Club special fionoree ned participated in
the OVAC Charity Als-Star Football Game.

In baskeshall, Swearingen was a three-year starter and | 00-point carcer scortr and he wus a key mem-
ber of Ferry's sguad which posted a 20-5 record and advaneed to the Ohia Class AA regional finsls in Athens
in 1982 Scoring £4.7 points per game a3 u senior, he was named first eam All-OVAC Class AAA (captain),
All-District 12 snd All-Valley as well as second team All-Eusteri District Class AA. He played in both the
OVAC and District 12 All-Star Games. As u {'unior, Swearingen averuged E8.9 points per game and was
named first seam Al-OVAC Class AAA und Ali-District 12, second team All-Eastem District Class AA and
third team All-Valley.

Swearingen also wis a three-year lettermun in haseball, carning A-OVAC Class AAA honors twice. He
also lettered 1n truck as a senior,

Swearingen went on ¢ 4 stellar four-
tioning himself in the top five on the Bobcats® all-time passiog
second in pass sttempts In a game (37) and season (383Y; third in puss completions for s game {31) and sea-
soi (195 as well as TO) passes for a season {333 lourth io yards pa :sir}g or & pame (335), season (2£56)
and career {3,267) as well as puss silempts (569) and completions (gdl‘?.) or a carcer; and §ifth in career pass-
ing yarly (3,267).

car foothall career et Ohio University, graduating in 1986 and posi-
list in 10 categorics (through 2005). He is

Jeff Snedegar (athiete - 19905)

Jeff Snedegar (Buckeye Trail High Scheol, Class of 1995} He put up loft
wmbers during his Four-year gridiron carcer, culminating o his selection as the Ag
Afl-Ohio Division ¥V Offensive Player of the Year und finishing as runser-up in the
voting Tor Ohio’s *Mr. Football™ award following his senior season,

A6 . 3, 210-poond fotr-year ketferman at quarterback and linebacker for the
Warriors, he rcked up 7000 yards offensively and registered 673 tackles on defense.
He afso eamed second team All-Ohio following his sophoemore and junior years and
way a three-time All-Eastern District and AI-OVAC selection,

As 4 senjor, he fed Trail to its first and osly OHSAA playoff appearance (the
Wasriors finished with an 11-2 overall record, winning two games before losing in the
Diivision V state semifinals to Wellsvilte). That vear, he passed for what was then a school record 1,769 yands
while rushing for 1,62 yards for & combined total of 3,390 yards. He purticipated in 212 defensive stops as
& semior.

Snedegar was also o three-year lefterman in basketball (he didn’t pluy as a jenien), §inishing fousth on
Trail’s all-time scoring kst with 834 points and third in carcer rebounding with 561, He averaged 16.
points per game as a seaior, earning special mention AP All-Ohio as well as first team All-Eastem District
and All-OVAC,

The 2000 Buckeye Trail Tial of Fame inducte went o to a stellar career at the University of Keotucky
(1996-9Y), caming Tour jetters as an oviside linsbacker. As a freshinan, be bad 42 tackles, started thiee gaines
and was named the outstanding special teans” player und he followed that up with 87 tackles as a sopho-
more. Snedegar had 63 tackles and four sacks as a junior, he!pin Kentucky to an Omback Bewl berth where
he recorfed 11 tackles in n foss to Penn State University, Tn hig final yeer at UK, he had 84 tackies, four sucks
and two interceptions, earning him defensive MVP bonora. He was selected to the All-Southeast Conference
sguad and was named to the All-American Farm Football Team by Suceessfl Farming Magazine.

Snedegar was signed by the Mismi Dolphins of the NFL in 206K} s un undrafied free agent.

Bill West (Athlete - 19905)

Billy West (Buckeye Local High School. Class of 1993). He made his biggest
impact on the football field, earning AU-Ohio honors three tiraes, including twice us a
first team selection.

West also was i three-tims AN-OVAC selection (1950, "91 and "92} und & three-time
All-Eastern District pick (first team in *91 und "92, second tewmn in "96). He also pac-
ticipated in the Rudy Mumley/QVAC Charity All-Star Foothall Classic foliowing his
SeRior season.

After starting as a freshuan at Buckeye North, where he rushed for 900 yards despite
missing two-plus games dug o injury, be put up sume ultra-impressive numbers it the
newly-consclidated Buckeye Local High Schoul.

e fimished with what still stands as u schoel-record 4,658 vards, including 4 single-seuson effort of 1 846
yards a5 a senior. He also had £,719 yands us u junior and 1093 us a sophomore. He also owns six of the top
seven individual game rushing records at Buckeye Local, keaded by a whopping 335-yard game against
Mastins Ferry in 1991 (second all-time).

West scored 352 poluts on the gridiron, incloding 152 in his final season.

During his three years with the Panthers, the team compiled & 28-4 combined record (9-2 in 1996,10-Lin
199§ and -1 in 1992), making the playofs twice and sarowly missisg ot a thisd.

West ulso lettered three years in track and two in basketball for the Panthers.

He wiis a four-year letterman at the University of Pittsburgh, starting for three years and eaming All-Big
East “Offensive Player of the Year™ honors as a sophomose (1994) after replacing All-American taitback
Curtls Martin in game two and rushing for 1358 yards, fifth on the alltime single-sesson rushing st A
Panther tri-captain s a senior, West finished as the school's fourth all-time leading rusher with 2,803 yards.
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Donna Joseph (OVAC Family’)

Ponna Juseph (Shadyside High School, Class of 1964). A leader in the DVAC
truck and cross country community for theee decades, she also coached pirds frack and
bays und girfs cruss country at alms mater Shadyside High School from 1983-98,

A registered track and cross country official for 30 years, she started woiking Cal
Giffin OVAC Track Mcets In the early 19705 and conlinues to serve as director of
the Class A~AA meet, o position she started o the mid-1980s.

She curreatly is chairperson of the OVAC Truck Commiitee with aver 153 years on
the board snd is co-chairperson of the OVAC Crass Country Comumnittee with over
20 years of service with the group,

A recipleat, ulong with busband Butch Joseph, of the Cal Gillin OVAC Frack Serviee Award, she also
fias been active with the Chio Association of Track und Cross Country Coaches.

She 35 presently the secretary and membership chuirperson of the OAT&CCC and serves on the
Executive Board of the statewide organization, Donna ond Butch handle the registration for the ancual
track clinic attended by an estimated 1,700 coaches.

She served as Meet Masager for the Midwest Meet of Champions when Obio hosted the event uf Ohio
Wesleyan College and also served as Ohio coach when the mect was contested in Indianapolis, Ind. The
Josephs were awarded the Ed Barker Awand this year from the OAT&CCC.

Besides track and cross country, Donta also has served on the committees and worked the ansual Sem
Mumley OVAC Baskethall All-Star games and the Rudy Mamley OVAC Football All-Star games. She
also assisted with the OVAC Valleyball Tournaments and team standings. The 1964 Shadyside High
graduate earned fiex degree from Ohio State University in 1968 and ber master's degree in 1983 from Obie
University. She was & maihematics instructor #t Shadyside from 1968-98.

Nick Bedway Mediw

Nick Bedway (Wheeling Central High Sehool, Class of 1958). One of the area’s most
versatile end prolific newspaper sparts joumalists for five decades, he has been on the scene for
numerons OVAC events stiee 1960,

After sirending West Liberty State College for one year. he joined the Wheefing News-Register
asa copy boy in 1960. Later that year, he joined The Intelligencer staff as u sportswriter. In 1967,
Bedway joined the News-Register staff headed by Bill Van Home and was prowmoted o Associate
Sports Editor in 1971, Pedway becarne N-R Sports Editor in 1995 and was named Exceutive
Sports Editor of The Tnielfigencer/News-Register in 2000, u position he held untid he retired in
20085, He suthored daily aad Sunday neswspaper colamns catitled “Nick's Notebook™ and also
wraite cofumns on ansa golf, bowling, college sports, outdoors and the Wheeling Nailers” hockey
teum. The OVAC medis guide was dedicated to Bedway in 1999, He served us co-publicity director of the OVAC Rudy
Miuttley All-Stur Gare from its inception in 1972 tntit 1990. Bedway also served as the OVAC standings” statistician in
foethall, boys and girls baskeshall and baseball for more than 23 years.

Hedway served one term in 1977 as president of the W. Vi, Sports Writers Association and received the Gene
Movrehouse Award in 1990 from the organization. He was inducted into the Ogden Newspapers 20K Classic Hall of Fume
in 2006 and the Media Wirg of the Ohio Busebatl Hall uf Fame in 1996, He twice was selected o serve as the Honorary
Referes for the W. Va, Super Six Class AA stte championship foothall games held at Wheeling Istand Stadivm.

Bedway was Lhe inasgural recipient of the Father John Lester Award for 2 lifetine of suppont tn Incal sports and youth
of the Ohin Valley and received the Spirt and Leadership Award from the Upper Ohio Vatley Dupper Dan Club. He also
has received nwards from the Wheeling Socver Assoviation, Allegheny Mountain District U, 5. Tennis Asseciation,
Wheeling Post 1 American Legion Baseball Team, Oglebay Park Men's Golf Club, and the Ohio Vatley Golf Association,
A past member of the Wheeling Hall of Fame Commitiee und current member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee,
Bedway also is uctive with the Wheeling Lians Club and received, 1t 2003, the Leonand Jarrett Award. the highest Lion
Tionar bestowed in West Virginia, Cumrently the chapter secretary usd Board of DHrectors” member, he has served as media
relations dircetor, chapter prosi First vice-president and 'Tail Twister. Masried 45 years to the former Jady Katona, the
Bedways had four chifdren and have five gramdchildren.

Earl Klevins (Officials)

Earl Klevits (Warwood High School, Class of 1934), Qe of the Ohio Valley's most
promsiaens football and baskeiball officialy dudng a 35-year career from $538 to 1973,

Klevins atended Wheeling High School for vue ang o balf yeurs before transferdng to
Warwood High, from which be graduated in $934. He played high school baskeiball ot botts
schools,

Earl artended Bethany College where he played foutball and busketball along with com-
peting in ek under legendary ceach John Knight.

Kievins officiated in his first basketball game in 1938 at the Madison gymnasium. The
opponents un thet accasion were Wheeling High and 8ridgeport and his officiating pariner
wis another OVAC Halt of Fame member, the fsle Walter Heil. Fhiny-five yewrs later when he hung up his
whistle, Klevins had officiated in more than 1,300 basketball games and $H) football games on the high school aud
collegiate Jevel.

Along with serving as an OVAC oilicial, Klevins officiated ganies in the Southern Confurence, the West Virginia
Intercollegiate Athletic Conferinee and at piany other colleges i the ir-state area,

He also played professionally with the Wheeling Blues baskechall teamt and wus a leng-time participant in focal
independent leagues and tournaments.

Klevins was a Jong-time standont on the ared tennis couns, winning many local, regional and nutional toumia-
ments. En 31975, Bart and kis partner won the United States sutional doubles title in the 75-amd up zge brackes. The
tournament was held in Myrile Beach, SC. At age 45, he won the West Virginia skate singles title and teamed with
the lare Loras Merczr for doubles tistors in their uge group. Earl also won numerous Oglebay Purk Tensis Club
championships through his mid-80s st which time he retired fron: competitive teunis.

The committes for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Basketball Classic presented Klevins with the Robert “Bobhy™
Elawson ORficials Awand, Earl and Tis wife Lucy have been mamicd for more than 70 year. They raised three
chifdren: Easl Ir.. Judy and Robert. They have been blessed with four grandehildren and five great grandchildren.
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Sam Andy (Coaches)

Sam Ardy (Wheeling High Schoal, Class of 1958), The winmingest coach in Chio Valley
high school boys™ huskethall Bistory with 611 wins over a 30-year carcer, Andy surpassed a
record set by charter OVAC Hall of Fame inductee Rickand L. “Dick™ Potts.

Andy's heatl coaching carcer included twa scasons at Frazeyshurg (0.) High Scheol (1964-
1966}, seven years at Wheeling High School (1969-1976) and the last 30 years at Wheeling
Park High Schoot (1976-2006).

Second all-dime for victorics in West Virainia's big school class, Andy’s teams won Ures
Class AAA state champiunships (1976 ot Wheeling High, 1980 and 1993 at Wheeling Park).
'The 1995 state final was ane of the memorable championship games in W.Va. boys’ baskesball
Tistery as Andy™s Patriots defeated Beckley Woodrow Wilson $9-96 in 4 triple-overtie mss-
tarpicce.

He also had one other Patziot squad finish as the state runner-vp {1997) and Eour semifinalist teams (1988, 1990,
1598 and XH0). Andly couched in 922 games and his clubs experienced only three losing seasans. Under his direction,
‘Wheeling High and Wheeling Park qualified for an GVAC record 20 state tournaments. fn 37 years at the two Chio
County schools, Andy produced 31 sectional champtonship rams, 28 Region One titlists and sit Ohio Valley Athletic
Conlizrence division pepnant winners.

Through most of his carcer. the Wheeling Wikleats and Pask Patriots dominated their rivals in the conferenee, win-
ning 78 percent of their games against OVAC opponents. They also annually played a schedule that included many of
Ihe top haskethall powess in the state, Andy coached four West Virginia Player of the Year standouts and had 31 ploy-
ers eam college schofusships, including several Division I statwarts.

He twice was honored a5 the OVAC Coach of the Year (1976 and 1995} In 2003, he was sclected as the Upper Ohio
Valfey Dapper Dan Club’s Co-Man of the Year along with Monroe Central Coach Tay Circosta, In 2007 he was the
recipient of Lhe Eard Haberficld Cosches” Award presented by the committee dirveting the annual Samuel A. Mumley
OVAC Besketball Classic, A 1958 graduate of Wheeling High School, Andy produated from West Libeny State
College in [963. He was o basketbald starter and Ietferman at both schioots.

Bill Hinegardner (Coacties)

Bill Hinegardrer (Meadow Bridge High School, Class of 1960}, Referred 10 by the late Bill
Van Home as W.Va. Wrestling's “Man of Character,” Hinegardner received his buchelor's degree
from Concond College in 1965 and master's degree from West Virgiiz Untversity in 1963, The
former Concord haskethall and basebali player entered the Marshall County School System as a
muthernatics teacher in the 963-65 schicol year, He served as an assistaat coach in weestling and
focthall at Moendsville High for theee years before takiag over the head wrestling position when
the comsalidated Jolus Marshall High Schoot opencd its doors at the outset of the 1968-69 school
year. Duting his [4 yeers as head coach, the Monarch program became one of the most success-
Fulin the OVAC and also i the state of West Virginia, Hinegardner's teams won four W, Va, Class
AAA chazpionships (1972, 1973, 1974 and 1979}, The Munarchs were also runpers- -up four
times and finished Jower than sixth place only once in the W, Va. State Toumamen?. The Ron Mauck DVAC Wrestling
Tornament saw Hinegardner's John Marshall powerhouses take the overall team 1itle four times (1972, 73,74, 77) and
finish second five times. The Monarchs also earned five GVAC Class 4-A ttles and emerged o5 Class 4-A Dual Mect win-
ners five times. From December of 1971 throegh December of 1976, Hinegordner's wrestlers wen through 43 siraight
deal matches withuut a defeat. His overall dual mecet record was 133-29-1, Hinegardner's program produced 20 individ-
ual state champions. [z 1996, he was a member of the late Mike Linsky's staff that led Folin Marshall to she W. Va. Class
AAA foothall tite. He served as President or Blirector of the W. Va., Wrestling Coaches Assac.: the Region One Caaches
Association;, Marshall County Coaches Association; Co-Director of the OVAC and W. V. State Toumaments; Fxecutive
Baard Member of the OVAC and the WVSSAC for Wrestling, His awards include National Weestling Hall of Fame
Lifctime Service in Weestling Awarnl (20KM); National High School Coeches Asseciation Blstrict 3 Congh of the Yoar
(1976, OVAC Cuoach of the Year {1974}, W. Va. Wrestling Coach of the Year (three times); Upper Ohin Valley Dapper
Dan Achievement Awards (fwo times)y; Mr. Mar Award for contributions to the sport of wiestling in the OVAC {19833
Lipper Ohia Valley Dapper Ban Carl R. Hamill Award (20006); Moundsvilte Area Junior Chamber of Commeree Jim Fdge
Award (1977) given for owstanding work in religious and youth activities; and tse John Murshall High Sehool Wall of
Fame (First Class, 2005). Alter rezieing from Masshall County in E999, BUl went w0 work for the Switzeifand of Obio
School District at River High as a Guidance Counselor until he retired in 2004,

Joe Fortunato (Athlete - 1940s)

Joe Forturato (Mingo High Scheol, Class of 1948). A nine-time ketterwinner in
three sports at Mingo {feotball, basketball and bascball}, he was an All-COhio Vallcy
Athletic Conference performer as 3 football and hasksthall player.

Fortunato errofled at Virginia Military Institute, but transferred (o Mississippi State
when the Keydets’ head coach Slick Morten accepted the job with the Bulldogs. At
Misstssippi Stare, Fortunato became an All-Southeastern Conference fullback-line-
backer.

The honorable mention All- America performer bed Mississippi State in rushing and
had a game high of 169 yards against North Texas State.

Highlight of his collegiate career cecurres) when the Bulldegs defeated natlonad champios Tennessee 7-
13, Volunteers' Coache Geperal Tom Neyland praised Fortunato after the game by caliing him one of the
greatest players lis teams at Tennessee had ever faced.

Fortunato was drafted in the seventh round by the Chicago Bears, but played one scason in the Canadian
Lesgue before signing with the National Foothall League team.

He staeted o8 Finebascker for 12 seasons (1935-1966) wilh the “Monsters of the Midway™ and was ramed
first teamn All-Pro three times along with being selected for the Pro Bow! on five occasions. The defensive
captain of the Bears was also captain of the last Pro BowE icam coached by (ke legendary Vince Lombardi.

After his playing career, Fortunate spent two seasons on the Bears' staff, coaching the linebackers one
year and then serving as defensive coordinator the next year.

Fortupato atso is the only Ohlo Valley athlete 1o be selected (e 1he National Italian American Sports Hall
of Fame. He was the leading vote-getter in The Intelligencer's 197) All-Time Ohio Valley Team, which
was seleeted by o vore of the arca spans fans,

Fortunato zlso is a member of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Don Fleming (Atnsete - 19505)

Don Fleming (Shalyside High Schoal, Class of 1955). The two-time Ali-Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference first team honoree in fixwball, Fleming was captain of the Tigess™ unde-
featedd conference champions in [954. He also played centet for the Shadyside squad that wos
an BYAC division 1itle in basketball. This versatile athlete played in the Ohlo East-West All-
Star baseball pame held in Cofumbus and performed in the Ohio-West Virginia All-Star
Football Game held during the sumemer of 1955 a1t Wheeling Islasd Stadivm. Fleming went on
to the Univensity of Florida vn a football scholarship. 1e was a three-year starier and a two-
way end performer for the Gators, He was clected captain of the 1958 team that played in the
Gator Bowl and was s member of the All-Southeastern Conference eam that same year, He
was drafied by the Chicago Canlinals of the National Football League and the Boston Patriots
of the American Football League, However, Fleming elected 1o remiain in coffege 10 complete work on his degree and
play baseball. As a senior, Fleming also was chosen captain of the Florida baseball team that won the $EC chamnpi-
onship and eamed a berth in the NCAA toumnament. in the spring of 1959, Fieming eamed a degree as o construction
englticer. When Paul Brows, owner-coach of the Cleveland Browns, traded for Fleming's NFL tights, Fleming
bypassed signing wilh the baseball Baltimore Oriofes and decided 2o play professional fooball. Despite never having
played defensive back, he started as a rookie with the Browns at safety and made the NFL All-Rookie team in 196),
Afier his thind scason with the Browns, Fleming was namel to the All-NFL fivst team. 1n that off-scason, while work-
inp on a construction job building at a bunk in Florda, Fleming was killed in an electrical acvident. Bom June 1,
1937, Fleming was just 25 years old a1 the time of his passing. Despite having played just three seasons with the
Browns, he had such an impuct on the franchise tiat they numed thelr practics field, Fleming Field, in his haner and
retired No. 46, which was his number. The University of Florida named its intramural §icld, Fieming Field. and the
Florida Alumni Association established an award in his name that is given annually to the senior in any sport
exempifying the best leadership gualitics. He also was selected for induction into the Univensity of Flosida™s Hall of
Fame and is a member of the State of Florida's Athletic Hall of Fame. Shadyside High Schoof retired bis number (59)
aml named iy athletie complex Fleming Field.

John Reger (Athlete - 19505)

JSoha Reger (Linsty High School, Class of 1950, This atll-0OVAC honoree in football
antl baskeshall was inducted into the Wheeling Cisy Hal} of Fame in 1998,

Reger's febadl achievements were remarkable considering that he was Jess than six-
feet tall and weighed just 123 pounds when he began competing as a high schook athlete
but ke had more iportast attyibutes such as a hoge, competitive heart uead the determi-
natiem of a youlh twice his size. He played fullback and linebacker at Linsfy and captained
1he 1949 Cadet squad that lost just one parme to Triadcl{:hla (20-1%) in what wes regard-
o as 1he most memorable high school feathall consest played during that sva at Wheeling )
Island Stadium, -

Reger went on to the University of Pittshurgh om a foothal] scholasship and his freshman team in E950 went
wndeFeated. After fust thiee varsity pames the following year, his collegiate career was ended by a knee injury.
The Wheeling native retumed home and was working is a gasoline station when his former kigh schocl coach,
Eiz Rine, aranged a tryout for him with the Piltsburgh Steelers even though he hadl nat played foothall in three
years. [Hsplayiag the same grit and detesminagion be had shows in high school, Reger opened the 1995 season
as pne of the Steelers” stanting lincbackers. Puring his nine scasons in Pittsburgh, Reger carned three Pro Bowl]
invitations, He became captain of the Steckers defensive unit and was voted as the team’s MVP during the 1959
season. Reger played in his first Pro Bowl in 1964 and made two more appearances in 1961 and £962.

He sustained u life-threatening and pear carect-ending injury during Bis final season in Pistshurgh during a
game against the Eagles at Franklin Ficld in Philadelplia. Reger was kil in the head and had a spasm in his throa
ihat cut off air. Fortunately, the ambulance they sent for included oxygen and he was revived. Following that
harmowing ineident. every team in the NFL was required $o have caygen on the sidefines.

Reger was placed on waivers by the Steelers prior to the start of the regular season in 1964 and he was picked
up by the Washington Redskins, for whom he played three more years before retiring, Overall, he played 12 sea-
sons in the NFL.

Bob Kelley (Atete - 19605)

Hob Kelley (Weir High Schoot, Class of 1961). Kelley made the most of kis gifted  jud
and speedy legs to carve his niche into the Weir High and OVAC recont books in two
sports, He was & star botls on the gridiron and the track cinders for the Red Riders.

Eeliey — coached by the legendary Jim Catey — rnushed for 2,730 yards nnd 42
carcer touchdowns. Kelley led Weir 10 a 10-] season and the West Virginta stae
championship in 1960. He gained 1,259 yards that year with 22 touchdowns.

In the 40-0 rout of Nitro in the state championship game, Kelley was 2 one-man
wrecking crew. He tallied four TDs and passed for a [ifth.

Kelley was alse a two-way starter as a junior for the Red Riders, He was the second
underclassmen in state history to reccive the Kennedy Award (1959), bestowed cach year on the state’s
pregrict prep football glayer, atd the first winner from the OVAC. The first-team al-West Virginia and all-
OVAC heneree captured the Wigwam and Scholastic Magazine All-American honors as the Red Riders were
ranked | 1th natienally. He played in the OVAC All-Star Game and Teft with Most Valuable Player accolades.

Kelley alse made his mark in track his senior season. He established a Stee} Valley Eeague record of 9.95
seconds for the 11¥)-yar! dash and an OVAC meet standard of F).E seconds at the same distance.

He was voted most valuable performer at the OVAC meet where be won three gokt medals and one silver.
He went on to win four regional track titles and four more medals in the state meet, including second place in
the H¥)-varl dash.

After graduation from Weir, Kelley matricslatesd to Cameron Junjor College in Oklahoma. He led the Aggies
to the JUCO champlonship, beating Bakersfictd, 28-20, in a game played in the Rose Bowl. Kelley led
Cameron with 712 yards on: the seascn, 2aming first-team all-Oklahoma Conference team honors, He was also
honured on the 1961 Junior College Heims Athletic Foundation All-American team as a firsé-team halfback,

e later attended Oklahoma State and Colorad, but was sidelined due to injuries.

Robert ‘Bo’ McConnaughy (Athtete - 19605)

Robert “Ba’ McConnaughy (Wheeling Centtnd High School, Class of 19663, He weas &
ewo-sport phenoim for the Maroon Knights in the mid 1960s, stasting in basketball and hase-
ball.

McConnaughy was a four-year ketterman i both sports, gaining first-teara all-state hon-
ors in baseball as # senior. That same year he gatherd second-team all-West Visginia lau-
eels in hoops after helping lead the Maroon Knights to the West Virginia Catholic
‘Tournament title.

In basehall, McConnaughy is considered ome of the best shartstops the Ohio Valley prep
ranks has ever produced. He went on 1o star a1 West Liberty State College in both spoits.

I £970, McConnanghy was named first-team alt-WVIAC as a shonstop and shonly
thereafier signed a professional coatzact with the Baltimore Onoles. A year previously, he was drafied by the
Cincinnati Reds in the 24th round, five rounds ahead of Ken Griffey, St

He spext three yours in the Otiofes” fanm systemn before returning home and starting for the Warwood Reds of
ite Do Valley Baseball League.

Bo was a second-team afl-conference selection as a senjor for the Hilitoppers™ hoop team.

McCennaughy has maintained his relationship with West Libetty, finishing tp his 25th year at the Hillwppers®
basehat] helm.

He has accumulated more than 54 wins at his alma mater to go with five conference crowns and a berth in the
1990 NAIA Workd Series, McConnaughy kad the Black & Gold (o their first-ever NCAA Regiosal Flayoffs in
19098,

McConnaughy was clected to the West Liberty State College Half of Fame iz 1988, Ee has been named WVIAC
Coach-of-The-Year on four vccasions.

In addition to baseball, he has heat [ootball, track and men’s and women’s hasketball at West Liberty. He is
currently in charge of the WLSC Intramurals Program.

Gene Cattane (Amlete - 1970s)

Gene Cattane (5t. Claissville High Schoul, Class of 1977). Cattane put together an impres-
sive four-year career on the diatmond as & shortstop and pitcher for the Red Devils.

Same 3 years later, he still ranks in Ohin's top 141 in two statistical categories — No. don
the all-time career hit list with 172 amd No. 7 in RBI with 145, En 189 varsity games, Catlane's
career numbers also included o batting average of 431 with 127 suny scoted, 29 home rins,
13 wriples and 25 doubles. As a pitcher, be compiled a 14-11 career reeand.

He was a four-time all- Valley seleciion (second team as 3 freshman and first team the next
three years, including serving as captain as a senior) and he was selecsed 10 panticipate in four
Eastern Ohio Baseball League All-Star Games. Cattane was alsa tabbed for the Ohio All-Star
Series in Columbus, equivalent to gatning alf-state honors at tha) tirme.

As a senior, Cattane helped the Rzd Devils to the OVAC Class 3.A championship and a 23-9 overall record. He
batted A78 {fifth in the valley) with valley-leading totals of 54 hits, 10 home runs, 38 RBE and 35 tuns scored. He
alsa had four triples, six doubles and §4 stolen bases, On the mound, he was 6- with 2 1.73 ER A, in 522 tnnings,
striking out 71 while walking 27 and allowing 31 hits, Cattane’s junior numbers inchuded a 435 average (fifth in the
OVAC) with valley bests in home runs (¥) and RBI (36) along with 40 hits, five doubles, three triples aml 26 runs
scored. As a sophomore, he hit 349 with valley highs in horoe runs (9) and RBI (46) along with 38 hits, four dou-
bles, three rriples and 32 runs scored. His freshrnan rotals included a 449 average (Tousth in the OVAC) and valley-
leading marks in hits (40) and runs scored (34) along with 10 doubles, three triples, two home runs and 25 RBE.

In addition 1o his kigh school exploits, Cattane was also a standant American Leglon player. He was nated Obio
American Legion Player of the Year in 1976 after leading Maynard Post 666 €0 a state ramner-up finish with a 28.7
record, barting 350 for the season including 433 & seven tournament pames. He also played for more than 10 years
with Maysiard of the Ohio Valley Baseball League ol was & perennial all-star.

Cattone, inducted inte the St. C. Hall of Fame in 2006. died in & coal mining accident o Sept. EG, 1990 at the oge
of 31,
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John Leon (Athlete - 19705)

Jokn Lean (Brooke High School, Class of 1976). This Brain starred in three sports,
etching his name into the OVAC unnals 23 one of the premier football linemen and track
weightmen ever fo comgete in the conference.

Leon — who was also a standout grappler at Brooke — wus a two-way kine star for
the powerful Bruins, carning o myriad of all-star accolades, including the 1975 Ken
Hunt Awaril, poing to the Linensan of the Year in West Virginia, making Leon the first
OVAC winner of the prestigious horos,

Leon led Brooke 10 & 9-1 season ¢a route 40 the OVAC champlonship in his junior
campaign before eaming all-coaference and ull-state laurels as o senior. The powed'ul
Lean played in the 1976 OVAC All-5iss game, captaining the Moustaineers to victory.

He was just a5 impressive in track circles, rewriiing the OVAC record books in the shot put and discus. In
the 1976 slate meet, Leon launched the iron ball 59-F, breaking the W, Va, standard by some twa feet. The
reenrd lasted two years before being eclipsed by future Dlympia.rl Randy Barmes. Leon won thiree state throw-
ing sithes, two in the shotput and one in the discus,

Leon was zlso 4 force on the nats, compilinyg & 48-6 mark as a junior and senior heavyweight,

Upon graduation from Brecke, Leon accepted o foetball scholarship to Notre Dame. He was u three-yrar
letterman for the Fighting Irish as a guant, The Trish won two Cotton Bowks and ene Gator Bow! during his
career at South Bend, Afler graduating from Notre Dame, he received his MD degree from West Virginia
University in 1984,

He bas been a radiologist for 20 years, He is the purnent president of Radiclogical Physicians Assocx:nes

Jennifer Hyland Brown (Athlete - 19805)

Jennifer Hyland Brown (River High Schoeel, Class of 1986). She ranks among the ali-
time preats in girly' track, kaving excelled at the conference, league and state levels of
competition as a sprinter.

En four yeurs nt OVAC Championship meets, Hyland scored u whopping E26 points sy
River won twa Class 2-A tesm titles (1983 and '86) and finished a8 runner-up twice
{£984 and 'R3). During her freshmun, sophomore snd junior years, she won the 100, 204k
and 400-meters and was on the winning 1600-meter relay team, While as a senior, she
woi e 400 and 1600-relay and was second in the 100 and 2.

In state meet competition, Hyland was the 400-meter runner-up s 4 freshiman in 1983;
farst in the 400, second in ihe 100 and thind in the 200 #s a sophomore in 1984 (her 24 points single-handedly
gave River o third place finish in the state); first in the 400 as a junior in 1985; and first in the 400 with a
state~record fime of 5565, and on the sixth place 1600-meser reday team es « senior in 1986,

Hyland ufso sparkied in Ohio Valley Track League (OVTL} Champiunship meets for the Lady Pilots,
winning the 200 awt 400 ali four years while taking the 100 the last three

She also enjoyed tremendous suceess in the Belmont County Relays, finishing as the top scorer as a
sophomere after winning the 100, 200 and 400; duplicating the top scorer feat us a junior by winning the same
three events (including n meet record in the 2041 and scoring the same “iriple” as a senior (bettering her mask
in the 200).

She was selecied All-Obio in the 400-meters all four years by the Ghio Association of Track and Cross
Country Coachcs She was #so an All-District and All-Valley honoree in multiple events. In 1984, Hyland was

He s past president of the West Virginia Radiclogical Suciety, past president of the Marion Couniy Medical
Society as well as past president of the Fairmont Field Club.

Leon 2nd his wife Marcy have been manded for 22 years, They have four children: Johany, Camille, Isabella
and Joseph,

nsened § les High School All-Amezica and in 1986, she was invited to participate in the Midwest
Mect of Chamgions in Indiana, an event showcasing the best senfor athletes s Oldo, Tndiana und 1iinsis.

A member of the River High School Wall of Pame, she received u scholarship to run track at West Virgiaia
University where she competed for one season,

Anthony Reed (Atbiete - 1980s)

Anthony Reed (Wheeling Purk High School, Class of 1989). Reed feft a lasting mark
on she athletic scene both for the Putdots and the OVAC, evideot when he became the
first person inducted into the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame in 1997 for his
expleits in bagketball and track,

On the basketball court, Reed was a two-tisne first team All-W,Va, Class AAA selec-
tion, serving as captain as 4 junior. He was a two-time USA Today W.Va, Player of the
Yeas and the Guorade State Player of the Yeur us 4 senior, He also gained Frst seam All-
OVAC und All-Vasley accolades twice and was a td-captain on The Intelligencer’s all-
decade team of the 19805,

'The 6-4 wing scored 1,290 points in two seasons, includieg what still stands #s 4
school-reenrd 663 poinis (2 28.9 per-game average) as a senjor. He averaged 1.5 rebounds per pame that year
and niso set what was then an OVAC-record 84 threc-point gouls 48 4 senior, As 4 junior, Reed was selected
to the Wese Virginia Class AAA All-Tournament zam.

In track, the talented Reed was a steflar perfonner in the high jump, hurdles and relays.

A two-time West Virginia Class AAA state champion in the high jump (including a meet-record 6 ft.9 in.
effort), he also set what was then a valley-record with a 6 [, 11 in. leap. Roed placed second in the F1D-meter
high hurdles at the stste mect (1465 seconds) and was on state championship selay teams to help Park finish
a close second in the Class AAA state meet in §989.

The Park. prashuct alse made his presence felt at the collegiate fevel, starting und lestering for three years at
Cleveland State University. He scored 190 points (reaking him 10th en the slb-tiue CSU scoring dist u the
time), averaging 15.6 points per game as a senjor to eam second team All-Mid Continent Conference acco-
lades. As a junior, he averaged 13.2 peints per game and roccived the Paul Stewart Award presented 1o the
player whose unsung coatributions did the most to further the success of the team. Reeid also won the Mid-
Continent Confercnee high jump championship as a junios.

Chris Enochs (Athlete - 1990s)

Chriv Enoche (Qak Glen High School, Class of 19%4). Enochs excelled in three sports
fur the Gelden Bears, but it was baseball where he would make bis biggest impace.

Enochs’ senior season diamond exploits eamed him first team ail-West Virginia Class
AA accolades and he was numed the “Player of the Year" by both Gatorade and USA Today
und was selected a8 the ronner-up for thas honor by the W, Va. Sportswriters Association.

Alse a first team sl-OVAC Class 3-A first teamer and “Player of the Year and an all-
Valley first t=amer and "big school” captaiz, Enochs led the valley with 11 heme runs and
42 RBE while batting 442. His pitching totals included a 6-4 record and o 1.22 ER.A. with
106 sirikeouls and 26 walks in 63 innings. He pitched 4 perfect pame for Oak Glen against
‘Foronto.

On the baskethall court, Enochs was first team all-OVAC and all-Valley and was an bonorable mention all-West
Virginia Class AA choice, He averaged 19.2 points and 13,2 rebounds per game as 4 senior and finished bis carcer
with 1,047 points.

On the foothall field, Enochs eamed first 4eam all-West Virginia Class AA as a guarterback afler leading Oak
Glen to i3 first-ever WYSSAC playoff appearaace. Also a first team all-OVAC Class 3-A and all-Valley pick, he
led the valley with 1,729 passing yarda,

Dizfted by the Cleveland Indians in 1994, Enochs upted for a schelasship to West Visginia University where he
became the Big East “Pitcher of the Year™, first team All-East Region and was a second team All-Amecican pick
by Basehall America, The Sporting News and the National Colleglate Basebull Writers. Named the team’s co-
MVP, he was $2-1 on the mound with & 303 ER.A. and 10 complete games, inclading a uo-hitter against
V’;llanm'a As a jomior he wes pamed 1he Big East Tourisment's MVP and Outstanding Pitcher. Enochs had 21
wins, incloding 14 plete pames, in his th M career.

Follewing his | junior year, he became the highest drafted player in OVAC history, selected Ne. 11 in the firs
round by the Cukland Attdetics in 1997, The 6-3, 225-pound right-hander with a 93-mile per hour fastball played
nine seasons B the winor leagues, the first sever in the Gakland erganization and then one year each far Hougton
and Pittsburgh, He pitched in 250 games with 2 45-52 record and a 49§ E.R.A., posting 661 stikeonts while
walking 380. He was a member of the Class AAA Pacific Coast League champlon Sacramestn Rivercats and
played For the Puerto Rican Winter League champion Ponce Leones.

Enochs aiso played for Team USA, winning a silver medal at tke 2001 Werld Cup in Taiwan,

Jose Davis (Asnlete - 19905)

Jose Daviy (Bellaire High Schoel, Class of 1996). Davis put fogether some eye-popping
numbers in both football and basketball, exming him Ali-Ohia recognition in both speris
during his stellar career.

On the gridiron, Davis was a three-year storter at quarterback, leading his teans to a record
0f 305, As 4 senior, he led the Big Reds w a third staight OVAC Class 3-A championship,
first undefeated regnlar season and first-cver OHSAA playoff sppeantnee (Belluire
advanced to the Division 1V state championship game, josing a 50-44 double-OT thriller to
Versaifles). He finished the season 253-0f-<406 passing for 3,551 yurds and 32 TDs while
adding unother 10 scores rushing. Davis eamed All-Ohbio Division 1V Offensive Player of
the Year honors and was runner-up for the prestigious Mr. Football award as s senior, He
alsa reedived first team All-Eastern District, ALl-OVAC Class 3-A snd Alf-Valley big school accolades on maltiple
oecasions, The tafented signal-cailer set BHS carcer secanls for most yards gained ¢7.306), pass attemprs {790),
pass completions (455), highest completion percentage (55.7), passing yards (6,769) and TD passes {60).

©On the hardwonsd, Davis staned and lettered four years, racking up 1,457 points, 479 rebounds, 167 assists and
151 steals {alé ranking i the top five on the BHS carcer lisr). His afl-star accolades in baskeiball inchaded first team
All-Ohio Division 111, All-Eastern Bistrict, AlIFOVAC Class 3-A ané All-Valley big school. He was also named
third team All-Americen as s senior,

Alsp a three-year letterman in baseball at Bellaire, Davis continued hig career at Keat Stute University. A theee-
year starter and letterman for the Golden Flashes in football, he put up egually impressive numbers iscluding
single-game mecerd for most pass attempts (593, completions (34) and T passes (7); single-season marks for
effensive yards (2,883}, pass attempts (363), pass completians (194), paseing yards (2,707) and TD pusses (32}
and carger records for offensive yards €7,731), passing yards (6,722) and TD passes (52). He had a Mid-American
Conference record 551 yards passing in 1997 against Central Florida and when he left KSU, he ranked 10th in
MAC history in passing yards and was thind in T passes.

Davis a!so doubled as point guanl on the Kent State basketball team in 1997-93.

Professicnally, Davis played for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers of the Canadizn Football League in 2000 ang 20015
{or the Chio Valicy Greyhounds of the Nationdl Indoor Football Exague in 2002, leading the tears to the league title
by passing for 1,668 yards and 37 TDs and eaming championship game MVE honors; for the Indiana Firchirds of
the Arend Football League in 2003, the Colorado Crust: in 2004 end 2003; and the Grand Rapids Rampage in 2006,

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc

OVAC Museum
Seeks Memorabilia

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation’s
largest high school conference with 46 member
schools, has established an OVAC Museum to dis-
play memorabilia from its member schools — past
and present — and is currently seeking additional
display items. Each school will have a display case
for its trophies, photographs and other items to
showcase its athletic history. For more information,
call the OVAC office at 740-671-3269.

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer
concourse of WesBanco Arena before you leave
tonight’s OVAC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2004

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2004 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for
the late Samuel A, Mumley), Gladys Van
Horne (accepting for the late Bill Van Horne),
Betty Pokas (accepting for the late Cal Pokas),
Jim Foti, Lindn Beisel (accepling for the late
Richard L. Potts), and Martha Reese (accept-
ing for the late Evan Reese). Second row, Jim
Murray (accepting for the late A. Wilson
Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, Bill
Mazeroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for
Bobby Douglas), Alon Hornyak and Rayna
Williams (accepting for the late Ron ‘Fritz’
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes,
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2005

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
20{}5 or their representatives Include, front
row left to right, Matt Mumley (accepting for
the late Rudy Mumley), Agnes Thnmeons, Doug
Huff, Duke Strager (accepiing for the late
George Strager}, Bob Burton and John
‘Corky’ Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi,
Mary Kay Zitzelsberger (accepting for the Iate
Walter Heil), Mory Schuetz (accepting for the
inte Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting for
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood
and Terry Snively. Third row, John ‘Fuzzy'
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher,
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey
Galloway), and Matt Gaadio.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2006

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2006 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent-
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D'Innocente
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard ‘Lefty’
Hall, Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep-
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob
Gain, Phil Niekro, John Magistro (represent-
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Humunell and Harry
Wilson, Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith,
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West,

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2007

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2007 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway,
Earl Klevins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner;
second row, Baci Carpico (representing Joe
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwain (representing
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert
‘Bo’ McConpaughy and Brenda Catiane
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); third
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown,
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs.




V. Everett Clarence ‘Bevo’ Lou “The Toe’ Clarke Calvin
Brinkman Francis Groza Hinkle Jones

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ghio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923)

One of only three13-letter winners in foothall, basketball, baseball and track at Wheeling High, he was an all-state fooiball end and scored 54 points in a basketball game
as a freshman, He became a three-sport, nine-letter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College beflore returning to the Chio Valley to earn his mark in coaching.

A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 amd Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combined 405-193 record. At
Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five state titles in seven trips to the finals. The 1938 and 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other state titles were won in 1936, 1940
and 1943, The '40 and "43 teams lost but once.

Brinkman also coached football for 14 yeam — six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937, The "34 team was
unbeaten but twice tied.

He also was a top-flight football official for several years and active in state coaches and officials’ organizations,

Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls of Fame — West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports.

Clarence ‘Bevo’ Francis (Welisville High School, Class of 1952)

A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who nttmcted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines and
major newspapers. Two books were written on his career,

The 6-9, 190-pounder played only one season at Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games
with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points, Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up -
Steubenville and handad W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses.

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per
game average, He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he avernged 46.5 points and scored 113 vs, Hillsdale College, The schedule included wins over Wake
Forest, Providence, Butler aund Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium.

Tha NAIA Hall of Famers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the Eastern and ABL pro leagues before
retiring in 1962.

Lou ‘The Toe’ Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942)
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a recond-setting professional football placekicker, but he was much more.

In high school, he wos a three-sport standout and All-Chio In football and basketball, He was center, and the state tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider
tenm which won the 1941 state Class A title. He also was a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohlo cochampionship after u [4-14 de with
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Groza, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school.

He played football os a freshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967,

When he retired, he was pro football’s all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had
conversion streak of 134 scored in 107 straight games. The Lon Groza Award is given annually to college football’s top placekicker.

A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams.

The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Famer had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns, A portion of Route 7 is nnmed for him in Martins Ferry.

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926)

This versatile early era football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Football Stadinom behind the school is named in his henor.

The 5-11, 195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint ot Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame class, and in the National Football
League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the Upper
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans.

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 polnts in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East-West Game
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player.

From 193241, the Green Bay Packer stor was one of the most versatile players in the Notional Football Lengue. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and
was cited for his running, blocking, recetving, kicking and tackling.

Hinkle was first or second team all-lengue alt 10 seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer
practice fields is named in his honor.

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 cairies) in NFL history and his totals now rank sixth in Packer history, He scored 379 career points
and overaged 40,8 yards punting.

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952)
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honeree Bevo Francis but is best known for feothall.

At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to o school-best 28-1 record and Ohio Class A mnner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville
team its only two losses.

In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of Town over Ohio State amd went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-Ametica
teams at guard, including a record 15 in 1954, As team capiain, he eamed ihe Owtland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman and became one of only two
consensus All-America picks at lown, where be played both offense and defense.

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the first lowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the
All-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by [owa, one of oaly two ot the school,

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Illustrated.
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Bernie Russ Carl Bernie Jule
Allen Craft Hamill Mehen Rivlin

. Legends.of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
‘prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but: be:fore
their school became a member of the conference. .

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1957)

A 10-letter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was n quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regular basketball player on team which upset
unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional fournament; and an all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Baseball Game and was on winning Ghio football
team in arnual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.

At Purdue University, he eamed six letiers as football gquarterback and baseball shortstop and was tearm MVF in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball.

Allen earned National Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports Mlustrated for play in upset of Ohio State. He was Purdue's Qutstanding
Senior Athlete for 1960-61.

Allen signed o pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins. After spending one year in the mivor leagues at Charotte, N.C., he went on to a 12-year major
league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. In 1962, he was munner-up to the Yankees® Tom Tresh for the
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962, In 1972, he hit three home tuns in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, N.Y.

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of
Fame. He's also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame.

Russ Craft (welisburg High School, Class of 1939)
He was a three-sport performer in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and eamed All-Valley and All-State honors as a senior football back.

Craft played football, baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama, where he was a two-way back regular in football and eamed second team All-Southeastern
Conference honors.

Drafied in 1943 by the Philadelphin Eagles of the National Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as 1 defensive back-kick retumer and was selected to the
All-Time Eagles’ Team. He played on Eagles’ teams which won NFL tilles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947, He was named to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass intercepdions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point kicks
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for a ten team racord 103 ynrds against the Rams in 1950,

Craft is credited as the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two seasons as a player-ussistant coach with the
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD retum,
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Famer Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Roms,

Cratft is inducted into the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall.

Carl Hamill (insly School, Class of 1922)
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-sport standout ar Linsly and Bethany College, An All-Valley football player, he also scored
an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball garnes in 1920, 2 rare fotal in the center jump, low-scoring era.

From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football tenms scheduled top-notch progrims from three states and went 166-35-13 including a 111-10
mark vs, Mouniain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders
won the first-ever WVSSAC larpest class state playofT title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifects, Later that school year, he coached the 1950 baseball team
to its second state one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-30 basketball team lost o 38-37 regional titke game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia “Coach of the Year” for high school and college all sports,

In baskethall, he puided Weir to a 370-127 record and six state tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942,

Hamill has been inducted info several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio
Valley Football Coaches Halb. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is nemed for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his hopor.

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938)
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team all-state basketball three straight years, he led the Wildcats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including n 24-0
record in 1938,
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 career
games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era.
He later earned All- Americn and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tenoessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference
championship. After serving in World War II, where he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps.
He wus inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992,

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School, Class of 1935)

He was an all-state basketball gnard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track
mest where he won three gold medals. He timed 10.2 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit.

At Marshall College, he was one of the first guands to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Little All- America honors
while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles, He Jater coached the Mershall basketball tearn to two
Mid America Conference titles.

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was plnyer—coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52,

In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chmgu which featured the nation’s best pro teams including the Hurdem Globetrotters.

He was a 1980 charter inductes into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of four other holls of fame, inctuding W. Va. Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan.
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%5 LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2007

Les Charles ‘Doc’ Jim ‘Monk’
Carney Hartwig Moscrip

Rudy
Baric

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior ta the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
_ their school became a member of the conference. :

Rudy Baric ®enwood Union High School, Class of 1938)

He was a first team All-W.Va. basketball honoree as o senjor when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section
finals. As a junior, he helped the Ironmen to a state tournament berth and the school’s best-ever record of 23-2,

At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center caplained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship In New York's
Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament, After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed-
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finols. The tenm’s only 6-footer was the team’s leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select-
ed tournament MVP. The three-yesr regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record.

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the armed services, Baric served as interim coach and guided WVU to o 14-7 record, He then went on 1o
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 games,

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee,

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School, Class of 1931)

The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds’ career and eamned All-Enstern Ohio and Al-Valley honors before becoming the
first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 pames at Duquesne and was selected All- America
by the A-A board, The Associnted Press and other major selectors. Belluire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pictorial
banner above the front entrance to the City Building.

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pitisburgh Pirates, loter
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak, Weirton’s Bob Gain, inducted into the QVAC Hall in 2006, also waos
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL.

Les Carney (wintersville High School, Class of 1952)

A 10-letter winner in four sports — football, basketball, baseball and track — for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game
in three seasons for Coach Bab McFurren, Wintersville, however, didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Carney accepted o scholarship to Ohio University.

As a sophomore OU running back, he eamed honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military
service.

After returning, he led the Bobcats’ track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while enming NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA
220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years, He also won
the conference 100-yard crown with a 8.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records.

Carney wns drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track
meets, He eamed n spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters.

In 1960, he placed third in the 1.5, Olympic Trials at 200 meters and eamed n spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals,
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of Ttaly, who set an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds. Carney’s time of 20.6
would have won every previous QOlympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7.

Charles ‘Doc’ Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930)

An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for
Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school’s first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pitt, he was selected teamn captain,
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and earned All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season.
The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national champions. The three-year letterman played on Panther teams with n combined 24-3-2 record.

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with felow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, a futire U.S, president,

Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Chio Valley athlete so honored.

He coached Moundsville High in 1938 apd Mortins Ferry High the next two yenrs before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department,

Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school's only All-American.

Jim ‘Monk’ Moscrip (adena High School, Class of 1931)

He earned 10 letters in three sports — football, basketball and baseball — and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley fooiball end under Coach Fred
Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record ns the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament.

After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-pounder became a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the famed
“Yow Boys"” team — so named for vowing not to lose to Southern Califoria during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat-
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three siraight Rose Bowls, Stunford won twice and Moscrip,
a two-way end nnd placekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game.

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions.

A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valiey Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Foatball Hall of Fame.
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing,
J.C. Greer, M..S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference’s first
president.

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more
lucrative program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley.

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the
United States. A total of 45 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 17,000
athletes in the various competitive athletic areas.

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of
all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship,
scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference.

Current OVAC Member Schools

Paden City Steubenville Catholic Central Meadowbrook
Zanesville Bishop Rosecrans Caldwell Oak Glen
Bishop Donahue River Harrison Central
Weirton Madonna Shenandoah Indian Creek
St. John Central Wheeling Central Catholic Steubenville
Conotton Valley Monroe Central Weir
Beallsville Buckeye Trail Edison
Bridgeport Fort Frye East Liverpool
Valley Barnesville Buckeye Local
Toronto Magnolia Beaver Local
Cameron Bellaire Cambridge
Shadyside Tyler Consolidated Zanesville
Frontier Union Local Brooke

Linsly Martins Ferry John Marshall
Wellsville St. Clairsville Wheeling Park

OO OOCOOOOO
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