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The OVAC Hall of Fame Comminee: front row (leftto light). Thomas E. Rmaiczak, Robert "Bubba" Kapral and Tom Tisher. 
second row, Jeff Harrison, Kelly Rine, Nick Bedway and Ron Mauck; third row, Doug Huff, Jay Kiger and Diel Wolf. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Committee 

Nick Bedway ............ Retired Sports Editor, News-Registerffhe Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Jeff Harrison .................................... Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 

Doug Huff ........................................ Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Robert "Bubba" Kapral ................ Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 

Jay Kiger ............................................ Assistant Principal, East Liverpool High School 

Ron Mauck .................................. Ron Mauck/OVAC Wrestling Championship Director 

Tom Tisher ................................................................ Athletic Director, River High School 

Thomas E. Rataiczak ........................................................ OVAC Executive Secretary 

Kelly Rlne .................................................. Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 

Dick Wolf ........ Former East Liverpool City Schools Board Member, OVAC Supporter 
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2008-2009 OVAC 
Executive Board 

The 2008-2009 OVAC Executive Board. Frout row, left to right, Walt Skaggs, Ohio Board Member; Jeff Crosier, 
Ohio Board Member; Jerry Narcisi, Past President; Dianna Vargo, President; Dan Doyle, Vice-President; and 
Dan Angalich, West Vlrglnla Board Member. Second row, Tom Rataicznk, Executive Secretary; Steve Wojcik, 
Baseball Commissioner; John Howell, Basketball Commissioner; Don Zinni, Football Commissioner; Tom 
Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; and Nancy Mnmley, Treasurer. Third row, Blair Closser, Class AAAA 
Representative; Kelly Rine, Class AAA Representative; Ed Cihy, Class AA Representative; Bob Koch, Class AA 
Representative; and Dong Tush, Class A Representative. Not pictured, Tim Haught, West Virginia Board Member. 
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From a family's first Campus Visit to Graduation Day, these words echo throughout 

the Unsly Experience. To persevere through adversity. To show grace in victory and defeat. 

To respect the opposition. These values serve students well while they are at Linsly and 

through their college and professional lives . 

. il www.tinsly,org 
• • . phone 304-233-1436 

.The LmslySthool 
1!RINGING YOIJNG MINDS To LIFE. . • 

·····rerrrn:m:r: 
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**************************** 
~ * ! Congratulations on your ! 
! induction into the OVAC ! 
! Hall of Fame!! ! 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
~ * 
! Mike Kovalick ! 
~ * 
~ Proud Graduate of * 
~ * ~ Bellaire High School * 
~ Class of 1975 * 
~ * 
~ ~ * ! Bellaire High School * 
~ Athletic Department * 
~ * 
~ * 
: Go Big Reds! : 

~ * 
¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ 
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Thank you to Mr. Ron Mauck 

As a Teacher, Coach and Mentor, Ron has 

served as a role model for me these past 40 years. 

Ron was the teacher that gave a chance to a senior 

first time athlete at Follansbee High School. 

He was the coach that began to develop skills in 

a young undisciplined wrestler. And he was the 

mentor that guided a young coach at 

Steubenville High School on the road to success. 

Again, thanks Coach Mauck 

John Craig, 
Principal 

Indian Creek High School 
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*************************** 

Congratulations 

Tom Yakubowski 
of 

Adena High School 

on your induction into 
the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

Hall of Fame - Class of 2008 

From the Buckeye Local Touchdown Club 

Go Panthers! 
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*************** 
Congratulations 

John Blatnik 
on being honored 

as a 'Legend of the OVAC' 

From the Bridgeport School District 

Mark Matz, 
Superintendent 

Amy Porter, 
Treasurer 

Board of Education 

Don Cash 
Bill Talik 

Roger Stewart 
Michael McGrath 

Jerry Moore 

Proud to be a Bulldog! 

*************** 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Bill KENN.EDY 

On Your Induction Into The 
OVAC HALL OF FAME 

WE ARE PROUD OF YOUIH 

LOVE, 

THE SMITH'S - PA I I I AND HEATHER 

& 

THE KENNEDY'S - BRYANT, JOHNNY, AARON, 
TERRANCE & RALEIGH 
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. Congratulations 
To the family of Bob Kettlewell 

Congratulations 
John Craig 

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Hall of Fame Inductees 

Class of 2008 
From the Indian Creek Athletic Boosters 

£DsK1~6 
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- Congratulations -

Bob Hed01ond 
John Craig 

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees 

George (Puck) Burgwin 
''Legend of the OVAC'' 

From Big Red Boosters Club 

It fdtt ; 

Big Red Boosters Club 
P.O. Box 1412 

Steubenville, Ohio 43952 
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■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Congratulations 

Ernie Bell 
on being honored 

as a ''Legend of the OVAC'' 
at the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet 

From East Liverpool High School 

tflast Ifii&crpool ~igfr ~cfrool 
100 MAINE BOULEVARD 

EAST LIVERPOOL, OHIO 43920-1999 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
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a..1Gfl~TULATIONs 
cO" 

YOUR CCHS FAMILY & FRIENDS 

FROM PLAYER TO COACH 

75 14th Street• Wheeling, WV 26003 • (304) 233-1660 
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Basketball Accomplishments 

WV Class 'A' All-State 3 years 

Asst. Coach 2 WV State Champions 

National 3-Point Shootout Champ 

St. Bonaventure Basketball Hall of Fame 

OVAC Hall of Fame 

Congfto.tuQo.Hong # 1 5 
'.;£ove JAom, CDad, CDub[e, CJ-Jay g. ffielllly 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

* AUNT SUZIE * 

WE LOVE YOUI 

Kerry, Kathy, 
Maggie and Sydney 



Doug 
Cindi 
Cody 

Jordan 

Congratulations 

Bill Thomas 
Dad and Papa 

The Thomas Families 

David 
Mindy 
Julia 

Matthew 
Rebecca 

CONGRATULATIONS 

MI ... ~ 
KOVALICK 

ON YOUR INDUCTION INTO THE OVAC HALL OF FAME 

Weir High Faculty, Staff and Administration 
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Congratulations 

Tom Yakubowski 
Adena High School Class of 1958 

Dad, we are all very proud of you! 

From your family 
Chris Yakubowsk:i 

Mark and Gail Yakubowsk:i & family 
John and Beth Shumacker & family 

Patrick Yakubowsk:i 
Vince and Lisa Yakubowsk:i & family 

Joe Pettini 

We are very proud of all 
that you have accomplished 

. 
1n your career 

Love, 
Barb, Amy, Kevin and Joseph 

The Pettini Family 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

6g, TOMYAKUBOWSKI ~ 
On your induction to the 

OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE HALL of FAME! 
From your "HOMETOWN" bank ... 

The Peoples National Bank of Mt. Pleasant • 
740-769-2377 or www.peoplesnationalbankonline.com 

Adena 
Member 

FDIC. Mt. Pleasant ~ 
Blill.HOIISlllG 

LENDER 
Dillonvale 

Congratulations Tom and Jim Keane 
OVAC Hall of Fame honorees 

Leo Keane Jim Keane Mike Keane Tom Keane Jim Keane 
Father U.S. Navy Linsly Academy '44 Ohio State '44 Great Lakes '44 
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~ JOHN BLATNIK rhi 
~ CLASSOF'39 '¥f 

THE BRIDGEPORT ATHLETIC BOOSTERS 
WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE 
LATE JOHN BLATNIK AND HIS FAMILY 
ON HIS INDUCTION INTO THE OVAC 

HALL OF FAME. 

RESPECTFULLY, 
BRIDGEPORT ATHLETIC BOOSTERS 
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Congratulations! Ernie from ELHS Athletic - Hall of Fame 
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John Craig 

Congratulations 

John Craig 
Mike Kovalick 
Bob Redmond 

Mike Kovalick Bob Redmond 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches' Association 
salutes and thanks you for your contributions to wrestling 

in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
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To one of Bucl:?eye Trait's Finest Athletes 

CONGRATULATIONS 
on your induction into the 

OVAC HALL OF FAME 

Connie Doutt 

Girls' Basketball 
State Champion - 1979 

State Runner-up - 1978, 1980 & 1981 

Career Scoring - 1842 
All-time leading career score at Buckeye Trail 

Single Season Scoring - 662 
All-time leading season at Buckeye Trail 

Career Rebounds - 538 

Connie Doutt Is the only girl at Buckeye Trail to play Division I sports. Her skills and abilities were not 
limited to girls' sports as she could have played on most boys' teams. Because of her abilities, the 
statistics she accumulated were accomplished mostly in two quarters per game. Her passing ability 
and sharing the ball were probably her greatest strengths. With the exception of a LeBron James, how 
many people have ended their high school career having been in a state final each year? 

~Dave Linn, Head Coach 

From Bucl:?eye Trail Athletic Booster Club 
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b,Je;,/1 
DESI, SUE, KEVIN, MIKE & LORI 

22 



Five Straight Winning Seasons 

:i\-gra tula ti 0 
C° Coach ~~ 

1968-72 

Barnesville Bo .. ers Club 
/.:.. LC _...._ , 

Barnesville High School 
Athletic Department ~ 
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■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Kenny Griffith 

Wellsburg High School 
Class of 1937 

"Legend of the OVAC" 

Thank you from 
The Griffith Family 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■: ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Congratulations 

Mark Cisar 

Love, 
Your #1 Fans 

Angie, Maddie & Jacob 
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The Lexington High School 
Athletic Booster Club 

congratulates 

Connie Doutt 
on her induction 

into the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference 

Hall of Fame 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2008 

BobHedmond 
Roberl L. "Bob" Hedmond (Follansbee High School, Class of 1948). During his high school days, Hedmond was n varsi

ty letterman in football, track, baseball and basketball. He won the half-mile tiUe and played in the I 948 OVAC Charity AII
Stnr Football Game in which he sustnined torn knee cartilage. 

After spending 21 months in the military, Hedmond enrolled at Shepherd College where he played fuilbnck and defensive 
end before grndunting in 1954. 

In coaching, Hedmond met with success at every stop. He was especially adept ut starting neophyte programs or rebuild
ing teams that needed a spark. He coached football, track nnd/or wrestling Ill several schools, including Oxon Hill (Md.), Enst 
Liverpool, Brooke and Steubenville. Hedmond struted the program at Oxon Hill and took his team from an 0-5-4 record the 
first year to a 5-3-1. He became the first hcud football coach ut the consolidated Brooke High School in 1%9 and led the 
Bruins to an OVAC champion.ship. Hcdmond took over at Steubenville in 1981 and directed the Jefferson County squad for 
two years. His teams compiled an 18-4 record and qualified for Big Red's first two post.season berths since Ohio adopted a 
playoff system in the 1970s. While at East Liverpool, Hedmond lettered 18 sophomores ns the Potters turned in a 3-7 record. 
The following season, they rebounded to finish at 7-3. Overall, his record as n head football coach wns 44-22-5. During his 
time ns track coach with the Potters, his teams went through four straight seasons without losing a dual meet. Bob Redmond 

Successful as he was with a coaching whistle around his neck, Hedmond was even more effective ns nn administrator. 
Within the OVAC, he served as a class representative, was n long-time member of the OVAC Foundation Executive Board and, for severnl years, he direct
ed giant OVAC Wrestling Tournament 

Hedmond served us Athletic Director at Steubenville High School and later was the Building and Grounds Superintendent with Steubenville City Schools. 
Among his numerous honors were the Corl Hamill Memorial Award, presented by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club; OVAC Mr. Mot Awurd; Ohio 

Eastern District Coach of the Year; Eastern District Athletic Director of the Year and on Outstanding Achievement Award, also from Dapper Dan. Before his 
passing, Hedmond was inducted into the Ohio Athletic Administrat~ HaJI of Fume. 

,Timmy Stewart 
James C. "Jimmy" Stewart (Triadelphia High School, Class of 1918). Stewart devoted nearly a hulf-century to the news

paper profession, serving with great distinction. 
He began his career associated with the Wheeling News and Tite Register, which then were separate newspapers. Stewart 

was sports editorof the now-defunct Wheeling Telegraph from 1921 through 1929 and later became the sports editor of the 
News-Register. He eventually concluded his long career as the associate sports editor of the N-R where he worked alongside 
fellow Hall of Forner Bill Von Home. 

In the early years of the OVAC, the conference perhaps had no greater friend than .. Jimmy" Stewart, this according to Van 
Home himself. Beginning in 1943, Stewart kept the weekly standings on football and basketball until his retirement on 
December 31, 1%8. 

Stewart also palnstnkingly kept record books that proved invaluable to anyone interested in Ohio Valley sports Jore. He also 
was recognized ns a walking encyclopedia on locnl nthletics. His head was a storehouse of sports information. What WU5II 't com
mitted to his memory could be found in his pocket•sized record books and envelopes which filled his desk and filing cubinet. 

If someone wanted to know the score of the Martins Feny•Bellaire football game in 1921, for example, all they needed 
Jimmy Stewart was to call and he would come up with the information in a matter of seconds. 

Beginning in the ellI'ly 1920s, Stewart's "Lookin' Em Over" column was one of the most widely-read throughout the area. 
In later YenP.i, he penned a golf column, ''The 19th Hole," which appeared in the newspaper every Sunday from the spring months into the fall. He also ini
tiated a popular Monday column on area collegiate sports which he titled, "With the Colleges." 

He was also involved with the scheduling of basketball games worked by members of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials. His area 
of newspaper coverage went back to the days when Wheeling had a franchise in the Middle-Atlantic Baseball League. His love of sandlot baseball was well 
known, as he almost meticulously covered happenings in the old Intelligencer and United Mine Workers baseball leagues. 

A quiet man who never cast himself in the limelight during his career, Stewart was honored with a special award at the time of his retirement from an 
appreciative Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. He also received on award of appreciation from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and a plaque from 
the Golden Valley Basketball Tournament that was then hosted by West Liberty and Wheeling College. 

,Tohn Craig 
Jahn Craig (Follansbee High School, Class of 1967). Craig enjoyed an illustrious 26-yearcareer us a head wrestling coach, 

including two seasons at Hillsboro (Ohio) High School, 18 years nt Steubenville Big Red and five years at Indian Creek High 
School in Wintersville. 

While nt Big Red, his teams eumed six overall championships in the OVAC Wrestling Tournament. Steubenville also cnp
turcd seven divisional titles and finished in the top three a total of 13 times at the conference championship event. Thirty-one 
of his Big Red matmen earned individuul conference titles. He had 87 qualifiers for the Ohio stnte meet, five of whom earned 
individuul championships, and 23 who were state place-winners. His team finished in the top five at the Ohio stnte tourna
ment four times, including u runner-up finish in 1988. 

Craig's 1989 squad finished the regular season ranked No. 1 in The Associated Press Division II wrestling poll and placed 
third at the state tournament. His ovemll dual meet record was 201-74-3 and he coached his teruns to 42 tournament cham
pionships, including nine district titles. Four times, his teams turned in undefeated dual meet records. Several of his former 
wrestlers went on to compete in college at schools such as Ohio State, Purdue.Army, Navy and West Liberty. One of his pro
teges won a Big 10 championship and others were plnce-winners in the NCAA Division I, II, m and NAIA national tourna
ments. 

Craig was named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year on five occasions and was presented the prestigious .. Mr. Mat Award" 
John Craig 

in 2002. He is a member of the Ohio Wrestling Coaches and the West Liberty State College Athletic Halls of Fame. In 1989, he was selected as the Bust
Southeast Wrestling Coach of the Year and the Ohio Division II Coach of the Year. 

For 21 years, Craig served as a wrestling official on the youth,junior high, high school, college and open levels. As n principal at Indian Creek, he was one 
of the founders of the Buckeye 8 Athletic League. 

As an athlete, Craig wrestled at FoUansbee High School and was a three-year letterman Ill West Liberty where he earned WVIAC championships three times 
and twice was the MVP in the conference tournament. In 1972, Craig was the runner-up in the NAIA national meet, where he earned All-American honors. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2008 

Bob Kettlewell 
Robert S. "Bob" Kettlewell (Linsly Militruy Institute, Cl11Ss of 1947). During his 20 years as the head coach at Wmtersville 

High School (1956-75), Kettlewell's teams posted a 143-40-10 record, the thircl-best winning percentage in Ohio Valley 
history for coaches with 100 or more wins. His teruns earned nine league championships (four in the Big Eight and five 
OVAC titles). Wrntersville won its first OVAC crown under Kettlewell in 1956, got its second in 1966 and then cuptured 
three in a row from 1970 through 1972, which equaled a record held previously by Bellaire and Martins Ferry. 

Kettlewell hnd three undefeated teams at Wintersville - 1957, 1%7 and 1972 - and seven clubs that sustained just one 
loss. From 1966 through '73, the Wllfriors Jost only 11 games. Under Kettlewell's direction, Wintersville scored in a record 
140 straight games, ending with a scoreless tie against Bellaire in a contest that saw the Gold Warriors denied what would 
have been a game-winning nnd streak-continuing touchdown because of a penalty. 

Among the stars coached by this highly-regnnled mentor was Donnie Young, the Ohio Valley cnreer rushing record holder. 
Among the other numerous college athletic football standouts tutored by Kettlewell were Ohio State captain Alan Jack who 
played on an undefeated Rose Bowl team with the Buckeyes, and Roger Alford, the first black to sign at West Virginia Bob Kettlewell 
University. 

Kettlewell olso was a standout athlete while playing at Linsly Military Institute. He lettered in four sports and played football at West Vrrginin Univen.ity, 
where he olso lettered. 

Indian Creek High School's (formerly Wintersville High) football facility was renamed "Bob Kettlewell Memorial Stadium" in his honor. In 1990, Bob 
was the fourth Ohio Valley coach inducted into the Ohio Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame. He joined the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Holl 
ofFame in 1987. 

Bill Thomas 
William D. uBill" Thomas (Bellaire High School, Class of 1952). During a 48-year career as ll track official, Thomas 

served as the meet referee for neruly every mlljor championship in the Ohio Valley. The list includes the Martins Feny and 
Shadyside Relays; the St. Clairsville, Barnesville and Wheeling Park Invitationals; Cal Giffin Track Classic; various OVAC 
championship meets; West Vuginill Regionals and the Ohio High School Athletic Association Eastern Sectional and District 
meets. 

He was a meet official for IO OVAC schools, including Bellaire, Barnesville, Cambridge, John Marshall, Martins Ferry, 
Shadyside, Skyvue, St. Clairsville, Wheeling Park and Union Local and Thomas also worked as a meet official at the 
Mansfield Relays (15 years); Bellaire Relays (48 years); Ohio regional championships (10 years) and the Ohio high school 
state meets for boys nnd girls (15 ye11rs). Thomas also served as meet director as numerous Buckeye State district a.nd 
regional events, along with the OVAC Track Championships. 

He received the OVAC Cal Giffin Award for service to track nod field in 1983; was honorary referee at the Bellaire Relays 
Bill Thomas in 1996 und was honored ugnin during the 50-year celebration of the famed Bellaire meet in 2004. The former Bellaire High 

athletic great is a member of the school's Wall of Fame. 
A brilliant high school athlete, Thomas capped his track career at Bellaire in the spring of 1952 when he placed second at the 

Ohio stnte meet in the 120-yard high hurdles with a sparkling effort of 14.6 seconds. He also was fourth that year in the long jump. 
Thomas is regarded as one of the finest hurdlers to grace the Ohio Valley. His brilliant 14.6-second state meet effort against big school competition 

(there were only two classes in Ohio in those days) stood as an all-time valley record. He also excelled in football, basketball, track and baseball. Thomas 
was a quarterback in football nnd played forward in basketball. Bill played first base on the baseball team in the spring of 1952. Thomas wns n two-way 
performer for the Ohio team in the annual Ohio-West Vrrginia All-Star Football Game and Jilter coached in the game as an 1J.Ssistant to River's Marty 
Flannery in 1973. 

Thomas attend Mississippi State on a football scholarship and also lettered there in track his freshrrum year. After two years with the Bulldogs, he entered 
the Anny and served overseas before coming home and playing on the 1956 National Service football championship team, coached by Don Coryell, who 
later coached the San Diego Chargers. Thomas finished his college career at West Liberty State College where he lettered in football and baseball. He 
also had 11 long and successful career in coaching. He spent five years as an assistant in football and basketball at Bellaire High. After that tenure, he went 
to St. Clairsville as bend baseball coach and an assistant in football and basketball. Bill later spent five years as head football coach at Barnesville before 
becoming athletic director at Bellaire in 1973. He served as head coach at Union Loca1 from 1978 until 1981 when he returned to Bellaire as a teacher 
until retiring in 1989. 

Tom Keane 
Tom Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1944). The Bellaire native was a multi-sport standout for the Cadets 

and earned All-OVAC basketball and football on the first selections in 1943-44. He also was an All-City basketball selec
tion. As a senior on a 7-4 record Cadet football team, the two-way back and punter returned a pass inten::eption 106 
yurds to score in an 18-6 win over Wanvood. 

He enrolled a.t Ohio State where he lettered us a freshman before serving 20 months in the U.S. Navy. 
Upon discharge, he enrolled at West Vuginia University and lettered in 1946 and 1947, becoming a rare letterman at 

both OSU and WVU. 
Keane was a third round pick and 18th overall National Football League Draft selection by the Los Angeles Rams in 

1948. He played eight NFL seusons, and 87 games, as 11 defensive back-offensive end including the first four with the 
Rams. In 1952, he played with the Dallas Texans before two years with the Baltimore Colts and ended his career in 
1955 with the Chicago Cardinals. He was a two-time All-Pro and played in the 1953 Pro Bowl, ranked second in the 
NFL in pass interceptions twice, and played in three NFL championship games including the 1951 Roms' title team. Tom Keane 
From 1948-52, both Kenne brothers competed in the NFL. 

He was a long-time assistant corrch in the NFL including Chicago Cardinals from 1957-59, Pittsburgh 1965 and was 
unoriginal member of the Miami Dolphins' staff in 1966 where be remained through 1985 as defensive backs and special teams coach. In 1962, be became 
the first head coach of the Wheeling Ironmen and served until joining the Steelers' staff. The Ironmen went 9-4 in 1962 before winning the United Footba11 
League title with a 12-1 record in 1963. In 1964, the Ironmen were 7-7. 

Keane died at age 74 in 2001. 

26 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2008 

NickMumley 
Nick Mumley (Wheeling High School, Class of 1955). One of the most honored three-sport athletes in the long history of 

Wheeling High, he starred in football, basketball nnd track, earning thn:e vnrsity letters in each. 
He was first team AH-State i'n football as a two-way end nnd he also received All-OVAC and All-City accolades. 
In basketball, he was first team nll--class AU-West Virginians n senior and was n two-time AII-OVAC nnd All-City first 

teum selection. He scored 15.8 points per game ns a junior nnd 243 per outing as 11 senior. 
As a Wildcat senior in 1955, the 6-foot-6 center was the anchor of the final team coached by OVAC Legends' honoree 

Everett Brinkman which won its firnt 18 gnmes before bowing in the regular season finale at Bella.ire. The OVAC title-win
ning tenm won the sectional and regional titles before bowing in the first round of the state tournament to Mullens to 
finish with n 22-2 record. 

He nlso scored 30 points in a record-setting 146-110 victory over Weir High at Madison Gymnasium, a game which set 
Ohio Valley and West Virginia marks for combined points in a game (256). 

In track, he won two stute one-class shot put titles with marks of 51-3 1/2 in 1955 and 52-2 3/4 in 1954 and two OVAC Nick Mnmley 
shot put crowns, including a conference-record toss of 53-5 1/2. 

He earned a football scholarship to Purdue University, where he lettered three years as a regular two-way end. 
He was the 51st overall NFL draft pick in 1959 by the Philadelphia Eagles, but opted to play in the new American Football League where he competed 

three seasons from 1960-62 with the New York Tttuns, a forerunner of the Jets, as a defensive end-offensive tnckle. He played in a totJII of 42 AFL games, 

Tom Yakubowski 
Tom Yakubowski (Adena High School, Class of 1958). A three-sport standout for the Golden Wave who starred in the 

first yenr the school joined the conference, which expanded to three classes in 1957-58. 
At Adena, he was a three-sport team captujn in football, basketball and baseball and earned 10 letters- four in baseball 

and three each in basketball and football. 
The 1957 Adena football team went 6-2-2 and won the OVAC Class A crown. He was a fullback-linebacker-quarter

back in football and an All-OVAC, All-Valley Small School and All-East Ohio Athletic League selection. He was the 
MVP of the 1958 Ohio-W.Va. All-Star game won by Ohio, 25-0. He scored 13 points and stnrred as fullback-linebacker. 

In basketball, he was a two-time All-East Ohio Athletic League honoree and averaged in double figures for three 
seasons, including 113 points per game as a sophomore; 17 .5 points as a junior and 19 2 points as a senior. 

In baseball, the pitcher-infielder was an All-Ohio selection as a senior and he nlso pitched in the East-West AU-Star 
game in Columbus. He led the Golden Wave to a 12-1 record, losing in the regional finals to Northwestern High and 

Tom Yaknbowski future Major League pitcher Dean Chance. He tossed two one-hitters in a three-day span and had 32 2/3 consecutive 
scoreless innings in tournament play, which ranks second in the Ohio High School record book. 

He earned a football scholarship to Purdue University, where he lettered as 11 sophomore and senior fullback-linebacker while suffering a series of knee 
injuries. He was second on the team in rushing (3 IO yards) as a sophomore. He also played baseball one season at Purdue. 

Ya.kubowski competed in the 1962 Blue-Gray All-Stnr Football Grune and tried out as a free agent with the Buffalo Bills. 
He later had 11 38-ycnr education career as a teacher, coach and administrator. 

Bill Kennedy 
Bill Kennedy (Warwood High School, Class of 1%7). Basketball and Bill Kennedy are synonymous. Some four-plus 

decades since stnrring at old Warwood High School, basketball still is a major part of his life. 
Kennedy enjoyed a stellar prep career with the Vikings. The dazzling 6 ft. 2 guard led Warwood to state Class AA bas

ketball tournament oppearances in both the 1966 and '67 campaigns. He capped his prep hoop career by sparking the 
Vikings to the school's only state basketball crown. 

That team finished with a stellar 24-2 mark, including closing the season on a 15-game victory run. Warwood captured 
its first OVAC hoop title in 21 years, with Kennedy providing much of the firepower with his 262 JX)ints per game aver
age. 

The explosive backcourt dandy garnered first-team all-West Virginia, nll-OVAC, and nil-City plaudits. 
Just a season prior, Kennedy led the Vikings to a 22-4 mark and the state semifinals before being eliminated by Mullens. 

He was a first-team all-OVAC honoree that year and was named an all-state tournament selection, an honor he duplicat
ed as a senior. 

Kennedy finished his illustrious Vt.kings' basketball career with more than 1.200 JX)ints. He was also an accomplished 
high jumper, as reflected in his third-pince finish in the state Class AA meet as a senior. 

Bill Kennedy 

His basketball achievements earned him a SJX)t with the West Liberty State College basketball team. He wasted no time in ma.king his mnrk for the 
Hilltoppers, leading the team in scoring in both his freshman and sophomore seasons with 509 and 445 points, respectively. 

Kennedy earned nll-WVIAC and nil-tournament plaudits as a freshman. 
His two years of impressive play with WLSC provided a springboard to a transfer to Arizona State for the 1971 and '72 seasons. Kennedy proved he 

was no small-school wonder as he led the Sun Devils in scoring both seasons, averaging 14.8 and 14.6 points per game, respectively, His two-year point 
total of 765 is the ninth best for a Sun Devil in a two-year career, All told, he scored 1,719 on the collegiate level. 

His play at Arizona State caught the eyes of professional scouts. He was drafted by Memphis of the ABA, but opted for a career as a basketball official. 
Kennedy, who still resides in the Phoenix area, continues to be a Pac-IO college basketball official. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Saturday, August 16, 2008 

Welcome ........................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Invocation ............................................ Dr. Vince Moseau, River High School principal 

Dinner .............................................................................................................. 5:30 p.m. 

Introductions .................................. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC .............. Ernie Bell, John Blatnik (accepted by Dr. Jay Blatnik), 
George Burgwin (accepted by Reno Saccoccia), 

Kenny Griffith (accepted by Robert Griffith), Jim Keane 

2008 Hall of Fame Inductions 

OVAC 'Family' 
Bob Hedmond ...................................................................... presented by Don Donatelli 
(accepted by Chip Hedmond) 

Media 
Jimmy Stewart .......................................................................... presented by Doug Huff 

Officials 
Bill Thomas ............................................................................ presented by Monte Miller 

Coaches 
John Craig .............................................................................. presented by Ron Mauck 

Bob Kettlewell .................................................. presented by Dennis Montgomery, DDS 
(accepted by Margaret Ann Kettlewell) 
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Induction Ceremony 
Wes Banco Arena, Wheeling, W. Va. 

Athletes 
Tom Keane .................................................................. presented by Thomas R. Keane 

Nick Mumley ........................................................................ presented by Jody Mumley 

Tom Yakubowski ...................................................... presented by Steve Kokovich, PhD 

Bill Kennedy ........................................................................ presented by Jack Schuetz 

Bob Rieves ................................................................................ presented by Doug Huff 

\/like Kovalick .................................................................. presented by Dennis Bowman 

Joe Pettini ................................................................................ presented by Doug Huff 
:accepted by Joseph Pettini) 

::;onnie Doutt ............................................................................ presented by Dave Linn 

Jay Peterson ........................................................................ presented by Eric Peterson 

\/lark Cisar .............................................................................. presented by Dave Cisar 

Suzie Dailer ............................................................................ presented by Penn Kurtz 

3enediction .......................................... Dr. Vince Moseau, River High School principal 

iall of Fame inductees or their representatives will be available for autographs and photographs immediately following the conclusion 
11 tonight's ceremonies. Additional programs are available prior to and immediately following tonight•s induction at a cost of $10 each. 

29 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2008 

Bob Rieves 
Bob Rkl'es (Wheeling High School, Class of 1969). Some 40 years after running his final prep race, Rieves remains 

the measuring stick for sprint greatness in the Ohio Valley. The 156-pound mercurial-heeled rocket was nothing short 
of sensational during his career with the Wildcats. 

Rieves was nearly untouchable his finul two years in the high school ranks. 
As a senior, Rieves turned in a perfonnance that still ranks with the all-time great OVAC running fetes. He broke two 

state records in the state chrunpionship meet while tying a third. 
He blistered the 220-yard dash in a new state standard of 21.5 while be smashed the 440 mark by 12 seconds via his 

47.7 clocking. Rieves' scintillating 9.8 in the 100 equaled the state reconl. 
His assault on the state records resulted in him becoming the first OVAC athlete in 28 years to be the state meet's high 

scorer. 
Rieves was also the West Virginia stnte champion in the 220 as a junior. :, ~, 
The Wildcat stor cuptured five individual OVAC 5Print gold medals in his finul two years of high school. His impressive Bob Rieves 

efforts helped lead Wheeling High to the 1969 OVAC team championship, the school's first such title in 23 years. 
His sprinting dominance is reflected in the fact that he was undefeated as a senior in the 220 and 440 and was never 

worse than second in the 100 in that time. He tied for high-point honors in the prestigious Be11aire Relays his senior yeor while being the high scorer in 
every other meet that spring. 

Ri~ves' sprinting accomplishments were so impressive that his track jersey was retired at the annual Wheeling High awards assembly. 
Rieves earned a track scholarship to West Virginia University. He competed for two seasons for the Mountaineers. He earned his bachelor of science 

degree in landscape orchitecture. He now resides in Brooklyn and is employed by the New York City Porks & Recreation Department as a capital proj
ects analyst. 

Mike Kovalick 
Mike Kovalick (Bellaire High School, Class of 1975). Kovalick has the distinction of not only being a two-sport 

standout, but also a two-state standout. 
Kovalick, the son of legendary coach George KovaJick, was a prep grid and mat performer for three years at Weir 

High before matriculating to Bellaire High for his senior year. Both schools benefited from his prowess on the gridiron 
and on the mat. 

Kovalick is a rare state chrunpion wrestler in both West Vrrginia and Ohio. He turned the trick in the Mountain State 
as a junior for the Red Riders and capped his prep mat career with a state chrunpionship in the Buckeye State for the 
Big Reds. Both wrestling crowns came in the 185-pound classification. 

The powerful matman was near-perfect his final two years on the mat. He won 27 of 28 matches as a junior before 
running the table in all 28 bouts as a senior. He was an OVAC champion both winters after placing fifth as a sophomore. 

He finished his illustrious wrestling career with a stellar 64-3-2 mork. 
Mike Kovalick Kovalick continued his mat success on the collegiate Division I level. He wrestled for Bobby Douglas at Arizona 

State. Kovalick finished as PAC-IO runner-up at 190 pounds in his senior season. 
Kovalick - Bellaire High's first-ever state wrestling chrunpion - was inducted into the school's Hall of Fume in I 983. 

He was also an all-star performer in football. The two-way lineman anchored the Weir High trenches his sophomore and junior years and filled the same 
role for Bellaire in 1974. 

Kovalick earned all-Valley and aJl-OVAC honors his final two years. Moreover, he was named all-Ohio in football his senior campaign and he pla.yed 
in the OVAC AIJ-Stnr Game. 

Kovalick resides in Wheeling. 

.Toe Pettini 
Joe Pettini (Brooke High Schoo], Class of 1973). Pettini is without question on the short list of the greatest prep 

baseball players in Ohio Valley annals. His high school diamond resume is overflowing with accomplishments which 
led to a sparkling collegiate career at Mercer University. 

The multi-talented Pettini Eitorted every game during his Brooke High career, some 140 contests. He didn't skip a beat 
at Mercer, starting all 196 games for the Macon, Georgia-based institution. 

Pettini not only enjoyed individual success in his prep career, he also led the Bruins to a coveted state baseball 
championship. He was a two-time first-team nll-West Virginia selection and was twice nllmed captain of the nll-Valley 
squad. He earned the distinction of being captain of both the all-VaJley and all-OVAC teams as a senior. 

After his brilliant Mercer career, Pettini was signed as a non-dmfted free agent with the Montreal Expos in 1977. He 
was later traded to San Francisco, playing four seasons with the Giants. Pettini finished his professional baseball career 
by playing three years with the Class AAA Louisville Redbirds. 

He then entered the coaching ranks, holding several different posts. His managerial career commenced with Hamilton, Joe Pettini 
Ontario in 1989. He moved to St. Petersburg for the 1990 season and in Arkansas for three seasons. Petlini ended his 
minor league managerial career by guiding the Louisville Redbirds to the American Association championship. 

Pettini gained a plum assignment in 2002 when St. Louis Cnrdinals' manager Tony LnRussa tabbed Pettini to be his bench coach, a position he still 
holds today. He attained the ultimate in 2006, gaining a World Series championship ring with the Canlinols. 

Joe and his wife Barbara have two children, Michelle (25) and Joseph James (20). They reside in Bethany, W. Va. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2008 

Connie Doutt 
Connie Doutt (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1981). At a time when girls' sports were starting to take hold in 

high school athletics, Doutt was one of the first who excelled in three sports - basketball, volleyball and softball -
but it was on the basketball court where she had her biggest impact. 

The school's all.time lea.ding scorer with 1,842 points who also had 538 career rebounds, the 5-7 guard helped Trail 
to four straight trips to the OHSAA State Tournament under Coach Dave Linn, including a state chrunpionship during 
her sophomore season in 1979. 

In her freshm!l.D year, Trail posted a 22-1 record, with Doutt scoring 284 points nnd gaining Associated Press All-Ohio 
honorable mention. She scored 311 points as the Lady Warriors went 23-1 in winning the state title in her sophomore 
season, with Doutt named the s11!.te tournament MVP nnd again gaining honorable mention AIi-Ohio accolades. 

'The team went 26-1 with Doutt as a junior scoring 432 points. She received first team All-Ohio from United Press 
International nnd finished ns runner•Up as the "Player of the Year" to Trail teammate Lori Heady. She was also a third 
team AU.Ohio pick by AP. 

Doutt moved to the head of the class, so to speak, as a senior when she scored 815 points and was first team UPI AJJ. Connie Doutt 
Ohio and "Player of the Yeur'' as well as first team AP All·Ohio and first team AJl.QVAC. That year, Trail posted a 23· 
4 record, meaning the Lady Warriors' record during Doutt's four years wns an incredible 94-7. She was selected for the first Ohio North•South All-Star 
Game and scored 18 points to earn game MVP honors, 

Doutt was also a four.year starter and letterwinner in both volleyball and softball, playing on the Lndy Warriors' state tournament team in 1979. 
She was inducted into the Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996. 
The talented cager went on to a fine four-year career at the University of Michigan, becoming the school's first out-of-state scholarship recipient in 

women's basketball. For her career at Micb..igan, Doutt scored 415 points, had 267 rebounds and 170 assists . 

Jay Peterson 

. Tay Peterson 
Jay Peterson (Cadiz High School, □ass of 1980). A spectacular four•sport athlete, Peterson made his biggest impact 

on the football field. 
The Hopedale native dazzled as a running back with numerous memorable perfonnances, including a single-game 

modem Ohio Valley.record 377 yards against Mingo and games of 288 and 282 yards. He scored six touchdowns in u 
game twice. 

Peterson broke a SO.year old Ohio Valley single-season rushing record held by OVAC "Legends" honoree George 
(Puck) Burgwin when he rushed for 2.348 yards on 203 carries to lead Cadiz to no 8-0·2 record. He just missed the 
modem single-season scoring record with 221 points (32 TDs, 28 PAT kicks), one point shy of OVAC Hall of Furner 
Terry Snively of Powhatnn's mark of 222 points. 

In his three•year gridiron career with the Cardinals, he rushed for 3,959 yards (second ut the time on the Ohio Valley 
career list) and scored 349 points. 

Peterson had his football No. 22 retired by the school. 
In trnck, he recorded the Ohio Volley's fastest time in the 100-meters as a senior (11.0 seconds) nod also had the fastest 

100--yard time (10.3) that year. He won the OVAC Class AA 100-meter race in 11.l seconds. 
He split spring duty between track nnd baseball and was nn All-Vnlley honorable mention pick, hitting 352 and recording 25 stolen bases on an 18-7 

record team. Peterson also participated in basketball as a sophomore and junior. 
He enmed n scholarship to Miami (Ohio) University nod was honored three times on the All·Mid·American Conference football team, including first 

team accolades in 1982, second team in 1983 nod honorable mention in 1981. A four-year letterwinner, he is fifth on the all-time career rushing yardage 
list at Miami with 2,874 yards. 

Following his graduation from Miami in 1985, Peterson went on to a coaching career, first as high school assistant at Cadiz ns well as Cincinnati 
Anderson and Cincinnati Withrow. He then spent eight years at Miami of Ohio (1991-98), five years at Northwestern University (1999•2004) and he is 
currently beginning his fourth year ut Eastern Michigan University where he is the assistant head coach/defensive coordinator/linebackers coach. 

Mark Cisar 
Mark Cisar (Magnolia High School, Class of 1994). He is the only two•tirne winner of a state football "Player of the Year" 

a.ward in OVAC history, having won West Virginia's Kennedy Award in 1992 and '93. He was also the Gatorade "Player 
of the Year" in 1992 and was a two-time Class AA all-state cuptuin. He was u two-time All-OVAC and All-Valley selection. 

Cisar played quarterback, safety, placekicker and punter on Blue Eagle teams that compiled a two-year record of 25-3, 
finishing as the Class AA state runner•up twice under the tutelage of his father, Dave Cisar. 

In two seasons as a starter and one as a backup, he passed for Ohio Valley record totals of 5,193 yards and 64 touchdowns. 
As a junior, he passed for a record 2,691 yards and 34 TDs. He also kicked a valley and state record total of 85 points und 
had a record•tying 99•yard TD pass as a junior. 

In baseball, he was a three-time All-West Virginia Class AA, All•OVAC and All-Valley pitcher. 
He was also a regular in basketball, scoring 45 points in a gume on one occasion. 
He earned a baseball scholarship to Charleston Southern University in South Carolina where he was n four-year starter. 

He was named Big South Conference "Player of the Year" in 1997 and was a three•time all-conference selection. Mark Cisar 
He was drafted by the Boston Red Sox and was the Red Sox Rookie League "Pitcher of the Yeur'' in 1998. In 1999, he 

was selected to the South Atlantic League All•Star Team and won a South Atlantic Lengue title in '99 as a member of the Augusta Green Jackets. 
He then played for the Capitales de Quebec, an independent league team, and was an all.star in 2002 and the Northern League "Relief Pitcher of the 

Year". 
Cisar earned his bachelor's degree in physical education and was u substitute teacher for five years in the Wetzel County School system before going 

back to Charleston (S.C.) to serve as a health and physical education teacher as well as an assistant football coach. 
Currently n teacher at the Belmont Career Center in St. Clairsville, he is the head football coach at Union Local High School, guiding the Jets to a 9· l 

record and their first--ever OHSAA playoff berth in 2007. He was n!1Il1ed the Eastern District's Division IV "Co-Coach of the Year" in Division rv. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2008 

Suzie Dailer 
Suzie Daller (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1991). She proved to be a true "queen of the court" 

in many ways, excelling for four years in basketball and tennis and adding a couple of fine seasons in volleyball for 
good measure. 

In basketball. Dailer gained All-West Vrrginia recognition all four yen.rs, including first team in Class AA as a 
sophomore nnd senior nnd second team laurels ns a junior. She was also a three-time AII-OVAC and All-Valley first 
team selection and n h,\lo-time All-Mountaineer League pick. The valley's leader in three-point field goals n11 four years, 
she scored 22.1 points per game as a senior and finished her career with 1.381 points, the aU-time girls' mark for the 
Lady Maroon Knights. Dailer led Centrnl to three straight OVAC Class AA championships and was a sophomore on the 
Knights' W. Va. Class AA stnte runner-up squad in 1989. Central posted a 77-17 record during her career. 

In tennis, she also lettered four years and had tremendow success in both OVAC and state tournament piny, 
culminating in a W. Va. state doubles championship (with Pam Butch) as a senior as the Lady Knights finished as the 
stn.te runner-up. She also finished first or second in several OVAC and regional tournaments in both singles and 
doubles nnd helped the teD.JO to three OVAC titles and three top four finishes in the state. 

In volleyball, she lettered twice and gained first team All-OVAC honors as a senior, helping the team to a 37-5 record 
and the OVAC, W.Va. Section 1 and Region 1 titles, and a Class AA runner-up finish in the state tournament. 

Suzie Daller 

Dailer continued to star ut St. Bonaventure University as a four-year starter and Jetterwinner. She finished as the school's fifth all-time leading scorer 
(1.422 points) und bud the fifth-best single-season in 1992-93 (524 points). She set recon:ls for single-game (8), single-season (99) und crueer (291) three
pointers; had the single-season record for assists (163) and was second in career assists (449). Her a.11-star honors at St. Bonaventure included second 
tenm all-conference as a sophomore nnd third team as a senior. The 1995 Division l Women's Basketball National Three-Point Shooting chwnpion, she 
was inducted into the St. Bonaventure Athletic Hall of Fame in 2006. 

Special Thanks 
to Denny Magruder 

and the staff 
at WesBanco Arena 

Site of the OVAC Hall of Fame, 
OVAC Museum, OVAC Banquet 

of Champions, Ron Mauck 
OVAC Wrestling Tournament, 

OVAC Cheerleading Championship, 
and OVAC Queen of Queens Pageant 

Next Year's OVAC Hall of Fame 
Banquet will take place 

on Saturday,Aug. 22, 2009 
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Photographs of this year's OVAC 
Hall of Fame Induction 

available through: 

---- Briggs Professional Photography 

~ Telephone: 
Fax: 
email: 

(740) 633-2541 
(740) 633-1311 
ebrlggs@ 1st.net 

706 N. Zane Hwy., Martins Feny, OH 43935 ------

tfvert 'Brigg 5 Owner- Photographer 

Sports Action and Activity Photographs 

visit 

printroom.com/pro/briggsphoto 



Ernie 
Bell 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2008 

John 
Blatnik 

George 
Burgwln 

Keuuy 
Griffith 

Jim 
Keane 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). 
He wus a. two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded us one of the best in school history. 
The 160-pound guard was named to five AU-Ohio first terun selections, ond un Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 

after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. 
The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula nnd Wellsville and 

tied SllOdusky, 13-13. 
Opposing teams found it ulmost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, n future stnr at Purdue University and 

the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked seveml times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced nil season. 
Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was n member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North-South game. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939). 
He wns n two-sport Bulldog stnndout who signed 11 pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which 

advanced to the Ohio stnte basketball tournament in the lnrgest Class A division. 
The 1938 team, coached by FJoyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals. 

In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar
terfinals. 

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school und the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and 
played for the Fred Englehwtlt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seusons, he worked out for 
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn Stnte League. He then competed, as a fi.r..t baseman and outfielder, 
in Fnrgo, ND., and Charleston, W.Va., before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa., before being 
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from I 948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

Georl!e 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). 
A legendary early em four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 reconl teams against top tri-stnte 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 reconl, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV reconl I 7 straight shutout wins. As a 

junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games - both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standrutl.s for six decades. 
His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s. 
He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hull of Furne. 
Burgwin died of a heart attnck ut age 37 in 1951. 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1937). 
He wus u senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended a 

school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Oark, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union. 
He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring 

record of 1,596 points set by national Hall of Farner Hank Luisetti of Stnnfonl by scoring 1941 points in four seusons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
last two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season. 

In 1941, the small college All-American became the first stnte basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
inn national All-Star game in Chicago. 

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he wus selected to the all-time West Vll'ginia Conference team. 
After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyellf5. 

Jim Keane (Linsly Militury Institute, Class of 1941). 
The Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet letterman in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and 

received a football scholarship to the Univel'Bity of Iowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago. 
A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League -

the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi
onship game. 

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games. 
His seven-year, Bl~gwne NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
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Congratulations 

Connie Doutt 
Buckeye Trail High School 

Class of 1981 
on your induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

We're proud of you! 
Love, 

Your Family 

Congratulations 

Bob Kettlewell 
John Craig 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2008 

From Indian Creek 
Athletic Department 
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Congratulations 

Connie Doutt 
Buckeye Trail High School 

Class of 1981 

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 
Class of 2008 

Dennis Doutt 
Eastern Ohio District Manager 

819 Wheeling Ave. ~bank Cambridge, OH 43725 
~ •. (740) 432-1313 

FiwSW5'niaG~""'@ (740) 432-1301 fax 
(800) USBANKS 24-hr service 
dennls.doutt@usbank.com 

usbank.com 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Congratulations 

Tom Yakubowski 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2008 

From the Adena High School 
Class of 1958 

We are proud of you! 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 



Congratulations 

John Craig 
Mike Kovalick 

Joe Pettini 

and all of the OVAC 
Hall of Fame inductees 

From 
Ron and Mary Lou Mauck 

Congratulations 

Bill Thomas 

from the St. Clairsville 
Athletic Department 
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Congratulations 

Jay Peterson 

Being inducted into the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference Hall of Fame is something very special that 
you will remember the rest of your life. This is long 
overdue after a great career at Cadiz High School, 
Miami University and now as a coach at Eastern 
Michigan. All of your friends and fans of the former 
Cadiz Booster Club and now the Harrison Central 
Booster Club would like to congratulate you on this 
very special award. 

Good luck, Jay 

Enjoy your special night 
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Flowers courtesy of 

Bob & 
Robin's 

Friendly florist providing a personal touch 

proudly supports 
East Liverpool "Potters" 

and 
congratulates tonight's 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
inductees 

Tel: 330-385-ROSE 
51 o Walnut Street 
East Liverpool,OH 
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Lapel Pins Courtesy of 

DR. NICK TROMBETTA 

Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of 
Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber School 

Midland, PA. 

"As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role 
that this conference plays in the lives of the member 

school's student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on 
sportsmanship and scholarship are a tribute to your dedicated 
leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization 

of which I am aware. 

The OVAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize 
and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to 

inspire and motivate today's athletes. 

It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small 

part in your continuing success." 
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MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR 
OVAC HALL OF FAME 

1. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals 

BOYS 
Baseball: 250 wins 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cross Country: 1 O OVAC titles 
Football: 125 wins 
Golf: 10 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Swimming: 10 OVAC titles 
Tennis: 10 OVAC titles 
Track: 10 OVAC titles 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles 

GIRLS 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 1 O OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 10 OVAC titles 
Golf: 10 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 1 O OVAC titles 
Tennis: 1 O OVAC titles 
Track: 10 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 

2. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 

3. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 

4. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 

5. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS: 

6. 

Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 
successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 

Open-ended 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Must be out of school 1 O years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 

professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 

Next year's OVAC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony - Saturday, Aug. 22, 2009 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

Ken Alessi (Class of 2004) 
Sam Andy (Class of 2007) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007) 
Panl 'Bud' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
Ed Bnrgy (Class of 2006) 
Bob Burton (Class of 2005) 
Gene Cattane (Class of 2007) 
Dee Davis (Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class of 2007) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007) 
John 'Fuzzy' Filliez, (Class of 2005) 
Don Fleming (Class of 2007) 
Geno Ford (Class of 2004) 
Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007) 
Jim Foti (Class of 2004) 
Bob Gain (Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway (Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004) 
Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005) 
Cal Giffin (Class of 2006) 
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) 
Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Class of 2006) 
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004) 
John Havlicek (Class of 2004) 
Walter Heil (Class of 2005) 
Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007) 
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004) 
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005) 
Doug Huff (Class of 2005) 
Bob Hummell (Class of 2006) 
Jennifer Hyland-Brown (Class of 2007) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
George Kovalick (Class of 2004) 

Bob Kelley (Class of 2007) 
Earl Klevins (Class of 2007) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Ron Mauck (Class of 2006) 
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004) 
Robert 'Bo' McConnaughy (Class of 2007) 
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005) 
Dick Miller (Class of 2005) 
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005) 
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004) 
A. Wilson Murray (Class of 2004) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
Phil Niekro (Class of 2006) 
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006) 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004) 
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004) 
Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Class of 2004) 
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Class of 2004) 
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007) 
John Reger (Class of 2007) 
Evan Reese (Class of 2004) 
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006) 
Terry Snively (Class of 2005) 
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004) 
George Strager (Class of 2005) 
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004) 
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams(Class of 2004) 
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006) 

Previous 'Legends of OVAC Schools' 
Bernie Allen (2006) 
Mike Basrak (2007) 
Russ Craft (2006) 
Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (2005) 
Lou Groza (2005) 
Carl Hamill (2006) 
Clarke Hinkle (2005) 
Calvin Jones (2005) 
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Bernie Mehen (2006) 
Jule Rivlin (2006) 
V. Everett Brinkman (2005) 
Rudy Barie (2007) 
Les Carney (2007) 
Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (2007) 
Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (2007) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc 

George Kovalick (OVAC 'FamUy'J 

George E. Krwaliek (Bridgeport High School), recognized as !he "father" of high 
school wre~!llng in the Ohio Vaney. K.{wnlkk previously has been honored with mem~ 
bership in numerous halls of fame, inducting those at Kent State Univefliitr; the Ohio 

~~i?c~TT~1
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st 
Liberty 

Kuva!icf was selected as the first ret:ipknt (1976) oftlic prestigious OVACWrestling 
Committees prestitou.~ "Mr. Mat Award," an hunor given annually to an individual tor 

OU\~~~nrkcsl~tc~jcl~:~
0 

i~~shri:r~:~"N!~1t"ai1, baseball and wrestling at both the 
interculkgiate and interscholastic lcveh during an enonnously-succcssfu! 28-ycar 
coaching career. 

Among the athletes he tutored in high school or college were all-time Ohio Valley greats John Havlicek, 
Phil nod Joe Niekrn, nod Bobby Douzlas. In baseball, Kovalick ooad1ed the Hi!ltoppers to t11e 1964 NAIA 
baseball championsh_ip. 1be only natumal title ever captured by tl1e school. lfo also had West Virginia 
Intercollegrnte Athlcuc Conference championship teams at West Liberty in football, wrestling and baseball. 

Kova!kk not only was one of the founders of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, but hls Bndgeport 
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to win an Ohio state wrestling title since. He ccmche<l six individuul state chamrions. 
Kuvalickas uther OVAC coaching stops were at Mouod~ville, Bc!lalrc and Weir high schools. His 197.3 

Weir High football team was a state runner-up, losing to East Bank in the Class AM state final, He retired 
from coaching in 1978 but tl1e11 served as athletic director at Bellaire until the time ofhb death in 1984. 

He was OVAC Daseba!l Director for many yc;irn und also directed Ule conrerencc·s mat champlonshlp 
event. 

Along with his great coaching know]e<lgc, Kovalick was abo recognized WI a mar,;dous competitor, 
meticulou~ organizer and a man with an enormous capacity for work. 

Cal Pokas (Medial 

cuf fl/~/:tJBth~~~:tfil ~~tt2:~~:1°:~.~r~;i,::~ irn~e;r1:
1
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per i:;~:i!m: ~ i~gf&.o, was employed for 411 ·cars at 77,e Time.1 Lratkr, including 
29 mcmorJble years for Ohm Va!lex sports fans as ~e sports editor. He ulso Wllil assistant 
sports editor, a courthouse nod poliucril reporter and Martins Ftrry City Editor. Even aner 
hrn retirement, Ca! continued tn contribute to his newspaper· s sports pages with his week
ly "Eye on the Bud:s" column about Ohio State footba!L Pukas also pcnmnally saw to it 
Uiat many of tl1e so-called minor sports such a~ cross-country, trock and volleyball, 

recet~'r!:~~s s3c~;ti~fc~~~d :~ ~ ~:i&arn~u •hout his career nod he devoted much ' 
of his spare time Lu serving on conuoittees for the Audy Mumky Charity Football All-Star Classic, along with 
cumpllmg standings for the football and basketball championship races. He also ser.·ed on a media relations com
mittee ror the bi-s1ate league. 

Pnkmi hud a term as {)!CS1den1 nf lhe Ohlo Prep S 
Val!ev Baseball Lea:,'lle ~ community went beyond the world of sports as Pokas 
servcil on an adl'l!<(Jry Ix Belmont Coun1y Chairman of lhe Multiple Sdcrnsis 
As1uxiatinn; and filled a • for 32 ycan until hh deal!1. 

Ptikas' honors were numenms. In 19611 he Was presented a ;: Service Awanl by United Press 
International. TI1e Ohio Prep Sports WriK-rs Association named him itcr oflhe Year in 1976 aod he was 

givc~r P!t!~re:A~~~)st~bhCW~ 
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of Fame. He also received scr.·ic_e awards from the Ohm Valley Golf Coaches ~ssodation, the OVAC; Ohio 
Val!ev Fon!OOII Coaches Assodauon; Ohm BascbaU Hall of Fame; and he was honored to be presented the fiflit 
Sport'sman.~hip Ethics am! fn~ty Award for the Eastern District from the OHSAA. Pokas was a "Mr. Maf' 

~f~rn~~7fere1~!t ~~l~~he H(~~l~~:i:r~~ ~l~\li'h~~i~i~k~~f tl~s~~v;:a~~fs,c~~~~~t~!
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10 Ohio Valley ynnth. 

Jim Foti (Coaches) 

Jim Foti was a basketball cuach for 38 venrs and a heud football mentor for 20 
seasons. lie already ]ms been inducted into tfie City or Wheeling, West Virginia Sports 
Writers Association, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and John Carroll 
Universitfs Halls or Fame. 

Foti, a oal!ve of Jamestown, N.Y., came tu llie area in 19-12 after ha\·ing coached at 
Erie (Pa.) Prep. He coached basketball ut Warwood, Wheeling Ccntml Catholic and 
Bellaire. Overall, foll posted 466 varsity basketball victnnes, all but 26 coming ut 
OVAC schools. lk coached Warwoot.l High to seven West Vi~wnia rerional champi-

~~U15a~~d t\;~ \~:7 ~~~J ~~-~~ "'ti~ t~hj~tc~~~i 
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advanced to 1!1e state tournament semifinals before &t'ing eliminated. The 197.5 team played in the state 
championship game. lie had five W,Va. Ca1holic ti11e-wrnning teams at Wheeling Central anti guided his 
squads to OVAC championships in three divisions. 

In 1943, Foti had a 24-3 record temTI at Ccntr,i!, which Josi by a point while playing in the Eastern Catholic 
dmmpion~hips held at Newport, R.I. 

wh~~\·h:c:~~
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1'}43 Wheeling Ceotml football team went 9-1 and gained a Steel Bowl berth, where it lost a 20-19 thriller to 
Rochester, Pa., at Steubenville. 

Foti also coached semi-professional basketball for two years as he directed the Wheeling Puritans in 1947 
and '48. 

Foti coached several outstanding athletes during his distinguished career. Among tlie Centr:JI standouts 
were fames "Dubie" Daikr and Billy Gompers, both uf whom went on to play at Nmre Dame; Jack 
McCunvillc,Alabama: Pete Schuetz, Duquesne. aml Paul Schuetz, Northwestern. At Warwood he had a role 
in the development of Chuck Howley, fumier WVU nod Dallas Cowboys' great; Bob Dunlevy (WVU), and 
basketball standouts Bob Aycrs (VMI, Bill Kennedy (Ariwna State) and Greg Church (Anny). 
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Samuel A. Mumley (OVAC 'FamUy'J 
Samuel A. Mumky (Benwood Union High School) served two tcrrrn - covering a 

total of 32 years - llll executive secretary of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 
During the second term which lasted until his death i11 1999, Murnley helped rcsum:ct 
the bi-state league from the brink of bankruptcy to its current standing as one of the great 
high school conferences Ju the entire country. 

Some of the muny highlights from his stcwan.bhip included: Hdping to establish the 
OVAC Foundation as a maJor Cund·raising arm for the conference; Securing NCAA 
certification for the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All•Star Football Classic; Attrncting 
major financial sponsors to support all of the OVAC programs, including the Banquet of 
Champions, an awards dinner that honors more than I !KKJ athletes each spring and 
provides more than $20,(KKJ annually in scholarships; Establishins the all-star basketball game which was later 
renamed as the Samne! A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic. 

Mumley's response to a call of duty went beyond lhc OVAC WI he was one of the founders of the \Vhecling 
Super Six Committee, wbkh has hosted the West Virginia s!ate chmnpiomhip football games at Wheeling 
Island Stadiom since 1994. He also helped secure the West Virginia state soccer d1umpionshirs fur Che dty. 
Five years after his death, the fruition of another one of his dream~ occurrcd when an artilkia grass playing 
surface was installed nt 'Wheeling ls!and Stadium. 

Although awanls were never important to Mumlcy, he wns the recipient of numerous hunors. The majur 
nwanls presented to him included: Tiic National Federation of Officials Outstamling Service Awanl; Dapper 
Dan Man of the year; OVAC Man of tlic Year; and Outstanding West Virginian. 

He was a basketball offidal for 23 ye=, an assistant coach, athletic trainer and llthlctic director at several 
area schools, inducting Cameron, The Linsly S(:hool and St. Clalrsvi!le. He was also a trainer at his college 
alma mater, the University of Maryland, along with the Washington Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles. 
Mumley ser\'ed on the state of Ohio Board or &iulty, was a member uf U1e St Clairsville Doan! of Educntion 
and a special liaison for the Mental Retardation board and School of Hope. 

Bill Van Horne (MedluJ 

Bill Van Horne (Marti115 Ferry High Schon!), wa., the dean of Ohio Valley sports
writers during a legendary newspaper career l!mt spaoned 53 years. 

Van Home Wllil sports editor of 111e Times Lrmicr for 25 years and the Wheeling 
News-Register for 28 years, during which time he was recogmir:d by hi~ peers as the 
most infonnation.al and lnnuential writer in Ohio Valley history. 

His work with the OVAC over the years was especmlly insuumcntal in the succes~ 
of the wrestling, trnck and field and cross-country. Van Home was the second recaiient 
~e;;;J~fJJPr:c;~~i!l~t" Award in 1977 and he also received the Calvin iffin 

Jib columns, "Van Home on Sports," were mastc:rpiece chronicles of the lives of 
others. A giruJt in his field and a mle model fur aspiring writers. Van llorne was admired 
and respeecetl for his integrity, dedkatiOll, foimess, knowledge and compassion. 

Van Horne·s cuventge and support for evenrn like U1e 'Wheeling Distance Race (now l11e Ogden 
Newspapers 20K Classic), lhc West Virginia Tennis Open and tl1e (now defunct) Wheeling LPGA Classic 
helped those events reach pmminelll'C in uur urea. His backing aim was a factor in the popularity enjoyed by 
the Wheeling Jrnnmen. Wheeling B!nes and Wheeliog Thunderbirds {now the Whcclmg Naikrs), 
professional football, basketba!l and hockey teams. 

Numerous awanls and honorn were bestowed on Van Home. 1he Upper Ohio Vnlley Dapper Dao Club 
named him Man of the Year in 1993: be was selected as the West Virginia Sportswriter of the Year three times; 

S:~7~~Jhhe C:ar:1~~1~:rl:o~~::~~st~fl~ o~'fa:~-~~~n~h~~~t~~ib~~itll~Lu~f ~!~~~~~~ 
Lou Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall ufFame; Ohio Baseball Half of Fame, Minor Lengue ~ Football Hall uf 
Fame and the \Vl1ecli11&-0gklray Tennis Club Hall of Fame. He served as president of the West Virginia 
Sports Writers Associatmo and was a member of lhc Football Writers of America. Bill was the first sports~ 
writer from West Virginia to be elected to the Football Writers Doan! of Directors. He also served as state 
chairman for the Hcisman Trophy selection committee. 

Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Coaches) 

Rlrlmnl L. "Dick" Potts finished his career as the Ohio Val!ey·s all-time winoingcst 
ba,ketball coach with .589 carocr victories. 

Inducted into tlie Ohio High School Hall of Fume in 1983 by Ilic Ohio High School 
Basketball Glachcs Assodation, Potts coached a total of 40 sea,ons,all of which where 
spent in Munroe County. He began in 1951 at Bethel High School. His 1957 
D!ackliawh came out of the Monroe Counly hills al tournament time and advanced all 
U1e way to Ilic Ohio Class A state finals where they lost by a single point. At the time 
the school had just I 3 boys in !,'Tades nine through 12 anti ull but one of the male stu
dents was uo the basketball team. 

In seven years at Bethel. his !cums won more than 20 games five times. including the 27-2 miracle team 
that played in the state tournament. 

When Ilic school was taken illlo Ilic Skyvue con.mlidation after !he '.58 campaign, Potts wmi named coach 
of the Golden Hawks where he spent four yean:; before moving on to River High in 1%3. He remained at the 
Pilots' helm through the 199! sea,;on. 

The fonner Hannibal High School athlete was named in 1981 as the recipient of the prestigious Ohio Paul 
Walker Awanl, given in memory of Jerry Locas' high school conch at Middletown, Ohio. Walker was the 
Buckeye Statc·s all-time winoingcsl coach. 

The navy veteran, Potts was the fiflit OVAC coach In reach the 500-win plateau in basketha\l, rem:hing that 
goal witl1 a win over Monroe County rival Woodsfield in 1983, 

Considered a master strategist and teacher of the game, Pons may h~ve been at his besc during critical 
situations in pm!-scason play. His teams won seven overtime tournament games, inducting n nlne-OT win 
achieved by River against Morgan in Class AA sectional piny. 

Evan Reese (Officials) 

Eran Reese (F(lllambec High S~·hoo[) served as an area high school and college 
ruhiter fur more than 50 years. He also officiated football in the Canadian League, the 
United Football League and !he West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. 

Reese was OVAC Commissioner for both football and basketball officials and be 
was president of the West Virginia lntcrcol!cgiate Athktk Conference (WVIAC) 
officials in bo1!1 sports. He worked numerous state and conference tournament cham
pionship events tl1roughoot his loog and storied ~arecr. 

Reese also was a member of the West Virginia Secondary Schools Actlvitic.~ 
Commission Advisory Board and he was secretary of the Eastern District Board of 
Football and Basketball Officials. For many ye.ars, he was on the baskelball rules committee in the Ea.>tcm 
District. 

Today"s Ohio Valley ufficials remember Evan as someone who had ~ tremendous inllucnce on up·and 
coming referee~. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Mnrray (Offidal) 

A. WI/sun MfllTrly (Wheeling High School) officiated high school basketball, foot
ball, baseball and track for 30 years, from 1946 through 1975. He actually beg1m his 
officiating cnrcer ill 1942, the year afier he graduated from Wheeling High School. 
Murray entered the service in 1942 lllld did not return home until the after World War 
II had ended. 

He worked numerous sectional, district, regional and finals in Ohio, West Virginia 
und Pennsy)vauia. He also officlllted basketball for 12 years in the Mid-American 
Conference and the West Virginia Jnll.!rcollegiate Athletic Cm1fercnce. Murray wus a 
referee in the old United Football League in the days of the Wheeling Ironmen 
professiofllll football team. 

He served on the OVAC Executive Board and served for IO yelll1> as the commissioner of the hi-state 
league's baskl:tbull officials. He later was llpPOinted the OVA C's commissioner of football offidals, a post 
he held from 1977 until retiring in 1985. In 1977, he was docted treasurer of the Ohio High School Athletic 
Association ·s CommiSJlionen. 

Murray officiated six West Virginia state toumumentll 1111d two WVJAC tournaments. The fonnerCity of 
Wheeling Treasurer wus a three-year football and basketball letterman at Wheeling High School. lie played 
on the Wildcats' 1940 state chumpinnshlp basketball team. 

Amnng the awards he was pn:se11ted were: Ohio High School Athletic Association's Meritorious Award 
(1970); u West Virginia Sccondwy School's Activities Commission Award for his contributions to officiat
ing in the Mountain State; Honorary Life Membership in the Ohio Valley Boan! of Approved Basketball 
Offlciu\s (1981); OVAC Exemplwy Service Award (1981 ), and Ull Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dao Club 
Achievement Award (1982). In (989, he was selected as the first recipient of the Bobby Dawson Basketball 
Officials' Award prese11ted at the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Charity Basketball Classic. 

John Havlicek (Atl,lete - 1950,l 

J()ht1 Havlicek(Bridgeport High Schoo!,Class of 1958) was a threc-s~rt high school 
honoree for the Bulldogs whu later became one of Ohio State's basketball greats Ulld 

wfn ~l:t~h:r ~ °cf-1~1~-a~~•=t~;ar:o-time All-OVAC Class AA basketball 
peifonner as well us AJI-Ohioi!fassA. The Bulldogs won theOVAC AA crown in 1958. 

An excellent rebounder and passer, he also scorcil 1,594 carccr ~ints in 59 games and 
averaged more than 30 PCJ:ints per game the last twu seasons. He led the OVAC in 
scoring us a junior with u 31.9-point nOml, lnc!udiug u school rccurtl 53 iu a 103-101 
overtime win over Cadiz. , 

He played in the Ohio North-South All-Star game wlth Jerry Lucas. The two later led 
Ohio State to three s1r.iight NCAA championshit)~ames including a title their sophomore season of 1960. 

ul~~~j~~;!3:i~ P!1!fo~hb~~tgf1[~~ter tiiJ~:FflJib~!~ifo~h~i1M:e".1s and hutted over .40(}, He 
In football, the All-OVAf quarterlmck was recruited by several colleges including Ohio State and West 

Vi:J:lih·io State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during hia three varsity basketball seasons and he twice earned All

BifiJ:n.;k~::~ ti~Ii.ift choke of the NBA Boston Celtics and was also selected by the NFL Cleveland 
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retired. 
Nicknamed "Hondo .. , Havlicek_retired in 1978 utter 16 NBA seasons indudin° eight Celtic championships. 

A 13-time AU-Star, he is the Celtics' ull-time leading scorer (26;395 points) una' was the first NBA player tu 
scun: J .()00 points in 16 consecutive seasons and, when he retired, lfuvlicek had played more regnlar se.:mm 
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DUil and Ohio State Halls of Fame. 

Bobby Douglas (Athlete· 1960,) 

st!~i ~d':tli~~t~~,1«~~1~ f;u~~fg.1~~~l:a\1ct~~i~:~p;CT~ t~h~~ 
first black athlete to wiu an Ohio state mat crown (1959) when he emeri;ed as the 112-
pourul tit!ist. He then finished thud in the 1960 state toummnent and won the 127-pound 
crown a, a senior, 

An A!I-OVAC football plaxcr and the conference Cius~ AA captain as a 140-pound run
ning back in 1960, Douglas also as a starter iu baseball. 

He wrestled two years at West Libe!:tY State c~:r winning an NAIA championship 

~ &ilac~lf1i8;c:1e~~ t:i1~in~t ti~~ ib-::isiam net~e?1~~r:;;J~~~t~tr ~u:~ 
in the fineup and captured a pair of couference titles alOllg with the 1964 NCAA team tJlle. 

Also as a competitor, he won five national championships and a palr of U.S. Ol_ym(lic Trials tilles. He had a 
fourth-place foatherwei~t finish at the 1964 Tokyo Olympics and he cr-ined the U.S. li"eestyle team at the 1968 

~=n::fcif 'illt11mfli.~°:~ ~=-~in!f.t ~SWor\d g7~p~~i1; ~af~~ -Douglas compiled 
Still recogni~ as une of the nation"& outstaJi:\fng wrest!in,g coadlt:s, Doug!us has been at the Iowu State 

Universitf helm for 14 ye.am and became just the fourth Division I mentor to reach the 4(X)...victory plateau in 
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champions, 17 conference tit!ist.'l und 25 All-American5 at fowa State. Before taking over lhe Cydone.f program, 
Do~as built a dj'.nasty ut Arizona State. Frum 1975-92, he guided ASU to nine oonfercnce title and nille top-JO 

~a] OU:~~: i~sdi~icj~ji;mtii~!~]l~~~r:~1ch~~i:tYs ~ll~~~~~-with the Sun Devils, he 
He was hwd coach of the 1992 U.S. Olympic freestyle team tbat competed in Barcelona, Spain. All IO of his 

wrestlers plm.'ed among the top JU in their respective weight cl=. Douglas has been 011 the U.S. coaching staff 
for five other Olym(fu1cs. 
Hal~~~:::lthe~!1: t:i1afi~f'JY.:!~ing Hall of Fame, the NAIA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Ohio 

Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Athlete~ 1960s) 
Ron "Fritz" WUliams (Weir High, Class of 1964) was a four-year, three-sport stand

out for the Red Riders. He led We1r to three s1r.iight state Class AAA title !frmes indud-

ih~~y~::~~ lir6l21i:'i:i;e stl:i:• !~0
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basketball player was also 1111A!l·Ov"Ac aud AU-West Virginia footbalrend iu 1963 and 
the OVAC and West Virginia Region 1 sprint champion m tbe JO(), 220 and 440-yartl 
events in 1964, 

The 6-3. 185-J>C!und Willlams was lhe firstAfric.:m-American to be named first team 
All-West Virgirna in basketball nod on!J the fourth person in history to be named first 
team all-state three times. He scored 2,203 career pomts - then an OVAC 'big school' 
record -und averaged 30.9 as II senior and 30.1 as a junior. He scored a school-record 
55 wlims ugainst East Liverpool. He Wall named All-America by l\m1Je 1111d Scholrutic Coach magazines. 
Sclm:~::1~~:ia:l zr-~:~.;i~a°~s t~~i!~. Class AAA state championship football team and was all-state am! 

He played on twu OVAC Class 3·A tille basketball teams {1962 and '64) and the 1962 OVAC tr.tek cham
piunsh1p squad. Tiie first African-American recruited to play basketball at West Virg,inia University, he still 
holds seasu11 and career assist records while averagi~ 20.J points for his career -sixth best in histoi and 
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orec uni! a second team AH-American. 
Tiie two-time team ca~tain is u member of the AlJ.11me WVU team (1966--75 era) and has bcc!l inducted 

into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame us we!! as the West Virgi11la Sports 'Hall' and the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan 'Hall'. He was the ninth overall NBA draft pick m 1968 by tbe SUll Fnmdsco Warriors Ulld was 
also drafted in the ABA fifth ruund by the New Orleans Buccaneers. Despi_te uot playing college foolball, he 
is one uf only twu OVAC producis to be drafted both by the NBA and NFL (Dallas Cowboys, 14th round). 

Williams played eight NBA seasons -five wilh the Warriors, twu with the Milwaukee Buck.'! and one with 
the Los A/KJeks Lakers. He scored 4,797 career points and had 1,818 career ussists. He died, at age 59, on 
WiU/a~s 2eu!l:!};:i~. home in California. The road near his Weirton childhood home named 'Ron (Fritz) 
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Ken Alessi (Athlete~ 1940s) 

Ken Alessi (Yorkville High School) was a 5-7, 155-poond basketball guard from 
1947-49. He sti!l holds twu ull-time OVAC scoring recortls-1,142 points in 32 games 
as a seoior und a career per-game point avemge of 31.() for 66 games. 

He was the first OVAC player tu score 2,{l(JO can:er points (2~147) ufter uveraging a 
then-recortl 35.7 points u game and selling a mark of 70 points, including 31 goals, 
against Shadyside as a 1948-49 m1ior. That effort prompred the nutional exposure in 
"Ripley's Believe-It-Or-Not." 

He also scored 65 points vs. Adena and 55 points vs. Dillonvale in back-to-back 
games. In one game,he convert1.-'tl 16 straight free throws As ajnnior,Alessl scored 845 
points in 311 games. 

A two-time All-OVAC Class A and All-Ohio Class B honoree, he Wall the leading vote-b'Ctter in '49 when 
he was selected Ohio's Class B Player of the Year. 

A three-sport prep standout, he was 1111 Al!-Eastem Ohio footba!l player as a two-way back and kicker, lllld 
he was a shortstop-pitcher in baseball. 

Recruited by West Virginia University, he played three season~ (1950-52) and was the starting point guard 
two years. He led the team in assists as a suphumore while playing with 6-9 All-America Mart Workman. 

In 1951, he scored 23 points in II home win over Wake Forest and tallied 18 in a 77-73 loss at Duke, which 
featured All-America guard Dkk Grout, a future Pittsburgh Pirate infielder. 

Alessi served us head !msketbull coach the final 12 seasons { 1961-72) for alma mater Yorkvi!le High before 
consolidation. His best team went 18-3 in 1962 and his 197{) team won an OVAC Class A crown. TI1e '70 
team featured Chuck Saus, who would BUIJlllSS Alessl's career point total. 

Bill Mazeroski (AthMe. 19so,i 

Bill Mauroski (Warren Consolidated High Sdmol, Class of 1954) is best knowu 
for his baseball feats, but the 5-11 basketball ceutcr afao led !lie OVAC in scoring with 
a 27 .6 per game avcmgc a.<1 u senior a11d was a two-time All-OVAC roundball selection 
and three-year ba,;ketball starter. He earned second team All-Ohio Class A recognition 
us II senior. 

A four-year buseball standout as a shortstop-pitcher, Mau:roski Jed Warren 
Consulidated to the 1953 Ohio Class A (lurgest class) baseball finals before falling, 
2-1 to Ciudnnati Purcell. Muzeroski pitched a four-hitter in a losing cause. 

The uth!ctc, known as "Catfish" as u youth uud "Mai." during his pro playing days, 
led Warren Consolidated to fourstrnight OVAC Ohio-side baseball titles. The team was 
couched by Al Burazio. 

Signed by the Pittsburgh Pirates out of high school and summer, sandlot baseball, the Rush Run native 
was in the major leagues in 1956 and became a JO-time All-Star second baseman from 1956-72 with the 
National League tcum. He wun eight of the first HJ second base Gold Glove fielding awards. 

He played in 2,163 games lllld col!ected 2,{)16 hiu but his best known feat is hitting game seven 1960 
World Series winning home run versus the New York Yankees. He still holds ~ume major lcuf>'lle fielding 
n:curtls for double p!ays and a.>si:;ts, The Pirates retired his jersey No. 9. 

Mu.reroski was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Faroe in 2001 and ulso is enshrined in the Upper Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Baseball Hull and the Pennsylvania Sports Hall. 

Buckeye Local High School, a oonsolidatlun which include.~ Mau:roski's alma mater, named its high 
school field in his honor 1111d a section of Route 7 near his Rush Run childhood home north of Tiltonsville is 
known as "Bill Mazeroski Highway." 

Allan Hornyak (Athlete - 1960,) 

Allan Homyak (St. John Centrnl High School, Class of 1969) was best known as a 
record-setting 40-point per game scorer his !!!St two hasketba!l seasons, but the Jcfthander 
alsu was u three-spun standout perfom1er as a football quarterl!Uck and first bascman
pltcher in baseball. 

A 6-1, 185-~und long-rllllgc shooting guan.1 ln the era prior to the three-pointer, 
Hum yak led the OVAC and the state uf Ohio in scoring his lust twu seasons with an all
time OVAC record 42.7 avernge as ajanior plus a 41.9:, senior nonn. 
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296 fn.-e throws. 

The two-time A!l-OVAC and All-Ohio cager set the OVAC record of 86 points. includ
ing 40 goals, in a 1969 win over TIitonsviiie aod he scnred 61 points the next night against rival Bellaire. 

He swred at least 50 points in a game 14 times and ended his 80--game curecrwilhu thcu OVAC record 2,385 
point_s. Tiie Irish won hack-to-back OVAC Class AA basketball titles including a 20-2 overall recurtl in 1%9. 

His scorinq efforts resulted in articles in Sport ma!azinc, the New York Tm1es 1111d sf::ts Illustmred 'Faces 
~a~~~:~:tt· J!:°~t!{anied Scholaslk Coach Al -America hunorn and his No. 20 ome busketba!I jersey 

Ju football. St. John"s also wun 110 OVAC cruwn with 11 9-1 recortl in 1968, with Hurn yak as an A!l-OVAC 
quarterback. He passed for 14 touchdowns that scasun. 

Recruited for basketball by numerous cu!kges, he opted for The Ohio State University where he led the 
Buckyi;s in scorin~ three strnight years aod camcd AU-Biglell Confcrern:e hunorn each year urn! AU-America 

"tfcn/~WQWJ !~th<;{Schoo!'s founh all-time career scorer with 1.572 points in 69 games ~ml is a member of 
The Ohio State University Sports Hall of Fame. 

Homyak was the recund murnl pick, and 26th overnll, of the NBA's Cleveland Cavalieis. He was u\su 
drarted by the ABA Indiana Pacers in the fifth rournl, but didn't compete in the pro fltllks, 

Doug Donley (Athlete ~ 1970s) 

Doug Danky (Cambridb>e High School, Class of 1977) was a three-spart standout, 
excd!ing in football, 11".JCk and basketball and earning tlie ukkname "White Lightning" 
for his blui.illi,: speed. 

On the gndimn, Donley was a three-year lettcnnan at running back for the Bobcats, 
finishing with a can.-er totul of2.S72 rushiug yards, He also had 226 yartls recfiving and 
1,028 yards in kkk returns for a career all-purpose yardage total uf 3,826 yartls to gu 
with 31 TDs. 

Dunley's footbull accolades included first te11m AU-Ohio Class AAA (1976) by both 
The As.wciated Press and United Press Intemati()lm/; Eastern District Class AAA 
~Player uf the Year'' (1976); and first tean1 A!l-OVAC Class 4-A (1976). 

In tr.tek, Thmlcy won the OVAC Class 4-A championship in the long Jump as a junior (1976) with a leap 
of 21 ft. 25 in. and wu.~ a double-winner ut the conference meet us a semur (1977) ➔ winning the long jump 
(21-10.75 1111d the 220-yard dash (22.4 lie(.,·tmds), helping the Bobcats to the OVAC team lillc. 

He eanied All-Eastern District in the 100-yard clash lllld was recogniz.cd us a high school All-American in 
tr.tek. 

Also u standout in basketball, Donley was hampered by u ~honlder injury but still managed tu score 10 pointi 
per contest 1111d had a school-record 17-assist game. 

Widely recruited for football, Donley attended The Ohio State University and earned first team All-Big Ten 
and honorable mention All-America accolades at wide ittciver ( 1980). He ranks amo11g the Buckeyes' all-time 
]wiling receivers in several categories, including career yards per e.:tich (212, second); yardage (2,252, fourth); 
touchdowns (16, fifth); uod receptions (!06, tied for ninth), He led the team in receptions from 1978-80. 

Du11!ey wllS u second round dr~ft choice of the Dallas Cowboys in 1981, playing four yearn in the NFL. He 
caught 55 passes for 898 yartls urn! four TDs. 

Irnlucted into t!ie Cambridge High School Hall of Fame, Donley is president of Advantage GolfToumament 
Services in Addison, Texas. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athlete - 1970s) 

Tim Sptncer (St. C!airnville High School, Class of 1979) ranks with the gn:atcst 
running backs ever to grace Ohio Va!lcy high school gridirom. Spencer - who plied his 
trade for legendary coach George Strager - rushed for some 3,!44 yanls and 50 touch• 
downs. He scored 338 points during his Red Devil grid career. 

As a senior, the Parade All•American gained 1,670 yar<ls and scored 28 touchdowns 
while hi~ junior numbers tota!e<l 1,280 rnshing yards and I 8 touchdowns. Spencer ·s top 
pre~ game came as a senior when he rushed for 306 yards and scored sill touchdo1•ms 
agamst Martifl.'I F-erry. A!! told, he scored 40 points in that contest. 

He wa.1 awarded All-OVAC am! AH-Ohio football honors following his junior and 
senior seasons. 

Spencer nlso played basketball and ran track for the Red Devils, el.celling in the 100· and 200-rnctcrs. 
Aller his prep days, Spencer matriculated to Columbus ta play for Coach Earle Bruce's Ohio State Buckeyes. 
The 6-1, 210..poundcr was a three-year starter for the Buckeyes. He finished his career with 3,553 yrutls 

which still rnnks third on Ohio State's a!J.time rushing charts. 
Spencer led the Big Ten in rushing as a senior with l J71 yrutls, eighth best in the nation. He was llCCOnied 

AU-Big Ten honors twice and was a second-team UPI All-Americllll selection as a senior. 
He served ru. the Buckeyes' co-captain as a senior !llld was voted the team MVP that y=. He was also Mmed 

MVP of the Holiday Bowl as he rushed for 167 yrutls and two IDs in OSffs 47•17 win. 
Spencer was lhe second player selected in the United States Football League (USFL) draft by the Chicago 

Biltz. After a three-year USFL stint, he signed with the San Diego Chargers where he started for four years at 
fullbru:k. 

He gained more lhan 5.000 rushing yrutls lllld scored 45 touchdown.'! ns a pmfcssioMI. 
Spencer ~erved a1 Ohio State's running backs coach frum 1994 through the 2003 sea.wn. He left the 

Buckeyes for llII assistant's role with the Chicago Bears. 

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete - t980sJ 

Milr:11 Hanna/is (Skyn1e High School, Class of 1985) was the epitome of a winner in 

~::~ :~~:~~nli':thr:!k~~b~f~~}b:!:ilitll sparked the tiny Golden Hawks to the 

In basketba!l,Skyvue mudc the OHSAA slate tournament in Hannahs' junior and sen
ior seasons, finishing 35 the Class A runner-up in 1984·85. He was selected first team 
All-Ohio as a senior and second team as a junior and was 11 two-time first team All
Eastern District,All-OVAC and AU-Pioneer Val!ey Coofcrence honoree. He also partic
ipated in tile Ohio North-South AII-Stnr clnulc following a senior season where the 5-
IO gurutl averaged more than 22 point/I per game. 

In baseball, the consistent-hitting and sure-handed shortstop helped the Hawks to the 
Ohio Class A state championship as a senior (1985) as we!l WI lhe OVAC and PVC titles_ He eamed first team 
All-Ohio, A!l-Enstem District, AJ!-OVAC and All-PVC honors and was se!ecte<l for the Ohio Baseba!l All-Star 
Series. 

He also received All-Ea~tem District, Al!.OVAC and All-PVC accolades following his sophomore (1983) 
and junior (!984) seasons. 

After m-aduatlon Hannahs pulletl off a rare "double" when his college team • Indi!llla State Univcnity • 
advanced to the NCAA Division I College World Series in 1986 and that same season, he played for Uie 
Maynrutl Post 666 team which advanced to the American Le!ion World Series. Hannahs was voted MVP of 
the regional tournamclll that season and won the Louisville S uggcr Awrutl for the highest baning average in 
tournament p!ay. 

At Indiana State, Hannahs was a three-time All-Missouri Valley Conference performer (11)87-89) and Wllli 
an NCAA Division I A!l-American following his senior year (1989). 

He was a 16th round tlraft pick of the Milwaukee Brewers, playing in their farm s_ptcm from 1989-93. 
Hannahs is c=nt!y athletic director and head baseball coach at L111coln Trail College 111 Robinson, !Hinois. 
He previously coad1ed for seven years at his alma mater - Indiana State University. 

Geno Ford (Athlete - 1990s) 

Geno Ford (Cambridge Hlgh School, Class of 1993) achieved the ultimate honor 
of a high school basketball player in the state of Ohio when he was selected "Mr. 
Basketball'' following his senior season. 

The 5-8 sharpshooter finished a stdlar four•ycarcarecr with the Bobcats ll.'I Ohio's 
second nil-time leading scorer with 2,680 puints which also stands as U1e OVAC's 
all•time h!gh-wntcr mark. 

Fonl's name also appears in the OHS AA record book in the following categories: 
288 free throws made in a season (1991-92), first a!l-time; 697 free throws made in 
a career (1989-93), first :ill-time; and 928 points in a season (1991-92), seventh 
all-time. 

Playing fnr his fother, bighly-successfu] Cambridge coach Gene Fon!, Geno earned All-Obin Division 
II first team accolades following both his junior and senior seasons. lie was also a two-time All-Eastern 
District Division II "Player of tbe Year" and two-time Al!-OVAC Class 4•A first tcmn pick. 

Ford went on to become a four-year lcttennan at Ohio University, earning All-Mid American 
Conrerence second team honors as a junior ( 1996) and first tenm plaudits as a senior ( 1997). He is the fifth 
all-time leading scorer at OU wilh 1,752 points. One of lhe most popular players at OU, Fun! helped the 
Bobcats tonne NCAA and one NIT appearance during his career. 

Following graduation, he served as a graduate assistant (1998-99) and assistant coach ( !999-2001) at 
Ohin University; was head coach for one season at Division II Shawnee State University (2001..()2), 
leading bis team to a 22-IO record and earning American Midea~t Conference "Coach of the Year" 
honors: served as an assistant coach at Kent State University since the 2002-03 season. 
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Amy Gamble (Athlete - t980sJ 

Amy Gamble (John Marsha!l High School,C!ass of 1982) is one nfthe Ohio Valley's 
greatest female athletes of llil time. Gamble exee!led in three sports - baskctba!l, track 
and women's hlllldball. 

She became Marsba.ll Cnunty's first Olympian when she c0111peted with the U.S. 
Women's H!llldba.ll Team in the 1988 Games held in Seoul, Korea. Earlier, tire U.S. 
Women were crowned as champions of the Pan Americllll Garnes. 

Gamble was selected as the West Vrrginia Women's Basketball Player of the Year in 
(982 after leading John Marshal! to the state Cllllis AAA championship. She averaged 
23 points and 18 rebounds on a 22-1 record team which avenged !ts only !on by defeat
ing ElkiM in the state finals. Captnin of the A!!•State Team, Gamble was a two-time Class AAA first-te:im 
h(moree. She was chosen All-OVAC lllldAll-Vnlley three straight years. 

She was the first JMHS girls' hllliketball perfonner to i:core more than I ,(XX) points and the initial Monarch 
alblete to have her jersey retired. She scored I .498 career points. Gamble was ranked as the No. 4 girls' 
basketball player in the country her senior st:a.wn when was named to the fumdr, Strut & Smith and USA 
Tr/day All-American teams, 

Ri:cmited by Tennessee, she played as a backup on the 1983 Lady \\:J!s' squad that finished M the NCAA 
tournament runners-up, losing to the Cheryl MiHer-led Southern Cal powerhouse. She left Tennessee at the end 
of tllat season !llld transferred to West Virginia Universily but played just one season before dedding to try 
tenm handball. 

After her appearance in the Olympics, Gamble returned to basketball and enrolled at the University of 
Arimna. Despite having just one season of eligibility remaining, Gambk was the team·s leading scorer and 
she earned Pacific.JO Conference player of the week laurels. 

Her high school track career was lliso brilliant, as Gamble set numerous invitational meet and OVAC n:conb 
in the shot put and the discus, She established all-time OVAC standards in both events lll!d Wllli a West Virginia 
state champion in both eYents. She Wllli a three-lime Al!-Val!ey honoree. 

Vicki Pnllie-Stokes (Athlet• - t980sJ 

Vicki PulUe-Stobs (Wellsville High School, Class of 1987) is believed by many 
Wellsvil!e residents to be one of the greatest athletes in the school's history, attested to 
by ber induction as a member of Wellsville High School's Atltlctic of Fame inaugunll 
C\a.~s of 2004. 

Doring her high school career, Pullie•Stokcs collected IS firsl·placc finishes 111 the 
annual Cal Giffin OVAC Track Championships and she WlU selected ll.'I the area "Track 
Athlete oftlie Year" three times. She nlsocamed both All-Valley and All-Eastern District 
laurels four times each. She WWI n two-lime Jong jump champion at lhe Ohio high school 
state meet and was a runner-up in the 200 mel:enl. 

In vo\lcyball, she WWI twice selected 35 the team MVP and earned All-Area (three 
times),A!l-Enstem District (twice), andAIJ-OVAC (twice). Three times she Wllli named to the A\1-Co\umbilllla 
County team. 

In basketball, she let.I tlie (987 Lady Tigers to the state finals. Her 27-1 reconl Wellsville team ended one 
oftl1e nation's lnnb>eSt basketball streaks al 108 when theTigersdefeatcd West Holmes in tournament play. She 
scored more lhan 1,400 points and collected more t!mn PP 800 rebounds while helping the Tigers to a three
year re,:onl of 66-8. Pullie-Stokes was chosen OVAC '"Player of die Year" that season and was a two-time 
All-Ohio honoree. She 11!so earned All-Valley !llld AU-Area recognition three times each on the hardwood. 

All told, she won 11 varsity lcttern and was selected 3li the American Legion 1987 Ohio State "Athlete of 
the Year". Slie went on to play collegiate basketball at Ohio State and was n member of the 1989 Buckeyes' 
squad that won the Big Ten Conference championship. She gained personal honors when in 1990 she was 
selected as Ohio State"s best defensive player, team MVP and Big Ten honorable mention. Twke, she was 
designated as the conference's player oftlie week. 

Additionally, Pullie earned a gold medal with the North Team ln the 1989 U.S. Olympic Festival, hdd in 
Non11311,0kla. 

Stephanie Petho (Athlete - 1990s) 

Stephanie Pel110 (St. John Central, Class of 1992) remains the measuring stick for 
female basketball greatness in the OVAC. 

The Fighting Irish three-sports luminary re-wrote the St. John Central ond OVAC 
scoring books during her career on Guernsey Street. The 5-7 sharpshooter finished 
her four-year career with 2,667 points which is first in conference annab and still 
ranks sll!h in the state of Ohio. 

Petbo was accorded first-team All-OVAC all four ye=. The Bellaire native 
earned All-Ohio honors three years, culminating by being named the state·s Division 
IV "Player of the Year" following a season in which she averaged a staggering 37.1 
points a game. 

As a junior, she tallled 35.9 points per game in leading her Lady Irish teammates to a 22-3 record a berth 
in the OHSAA regional tournament. She was named first team All-Ohio after scoring 9!0 points that 
winter alone. Petho twice cracked the 50-point plateau in a game, scoring 57 against Shadyside and 56 
against Toronto. 

Tiw two-year starter at the University of Pltl!lburgh carried SI. John Central to four OVAC (."hampi· 
onships in basketball !llld an overall 75-16 record. Pethn was no one-sport wonder, also starring in vol
leyball and track during her prep career. Sbe earned All-OVAC in volleyball her junior and senior yearn. 

In track, Petho is one of the valley's all-time great throwers, earning five OVAC gold medals in the 
weight events - three in the discus and two in the shot put. Petho tossed the platter a school-reconl 
121-7 en route to a regional championship and a third-place showing in the state meet as a junior. 

She capped her high school career by bcin~ named co-valedictorian of her senior cla~s and she went on 
to become an Academic All-American at Pllt. While there, she led the team in scoring in the 1994-95 
season, became the career free lhmw percentage leader (81 ,4) and is 14th on the all-lime scoring Ust. 

Rudy Mumley (OVAC 'Family') 

Rudy Mumley (Wheeling High School, Class of 1936). Ir Rudy Mumlcy"s heart was 
measured by the size of his love for his fellow men and women, it never could have fit 
inside his body. 

Mumley, an educator, administrator, humnnitrui!lll. tlynamic ruganizer and charity 
fund-raiser, served the OVAC and the rest of Ohio Valley in many <lifTerent, but special 
ways. He was a lwn-timc president, charter member of the conference's Foundation 
Board, served on the football and ba~ketball committees and was the organiz.cr and long• 
time game director of the Ohln-West Virginia Charity Football Claisic. The mid-sum
mer all-star football dash WWI renamed in his honor m 1986. He lliso served as OVAC 
president during the 1%7·68 school year. To help the game get off tire ground, Mum!ey 
once mortgaged his home to achieve the finllllcing needed for the inaugural OVAC-sponson:d contest in 1972. 
He also was a great supporter nfthe OVAC wrestling tournament. 

A graduate of old Wheeling High School and West Liberty State Collcle with a master"s degree from 
WVU, Mumley served in the Air Force durini; World War II and was reca led during the Korean conflict. 
He taught nt Powhatan. Shadyside qnd Smithfield High Schools before being appointed principal at W:im:n 
Consolidated High in Tiltonsville in 1964, Rudy later served as principal at Yorkville High. L.iter, when the 
Buckeye Local Schoo! District wns fnnned, be became principal at Buckeye South and remained there until 
hi~ rellrement in 1979. 

Mumley, wlm Wllli born in 1918 and died in 1999, lliso provided great service to the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club and his college ulma mater, West Liberty State. Rudy was a member of the Dapper Dan 
Boan! of Directors for some 25 years and was banquet co--chainnan six times. At West Liberty, he earned a 
rare honor 3li a non-athlete when he was inducted intotl1e school's Athletic Ha!! ofFmne in 1985. He was pres· 
ident of the Hil!toppers' Alumni Association and the Foundation. Among the numeruu~ honors he recel\'ed 
include: the Robert McKe!vey Award and Man of the Year honors from the Dapper Dan Club; WLSC Gold 
and Black Achievement Awrutl and the Col!ege President's Awrutl, lliong with the Warwood Lions Club's 
Citizen of the Year Award in 1981. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Agnes Timmons COVAC 'Furnlly') 

Agnes Timm1ms (Scio High School, Class of 1942). This Octogenarian started coach
ing pickup girls' basketball teams at Bamesville High School in 1946 when there were no 
school-sanctioned girls' progrnms for member schools of the OVAC. She was a girls' 
physical el.!ucation teocher at the time, after having graduated from Denison Unil'ersity in 
Gr4n\·ille, Ohio. 

Timrnun~ considered it part of her job as a ph}'S ed teacher to organize whatever athletic 
teams she could bt:<:ause she wanted the girls to have some competition and experience the 
fun of playing oiganited sports. She would join with teachers from other schools in the 
area interested in doing the same thing to schedule games. They also had to hire their own 
officiab and provide transportation to the game sites. 

Timmons left tcuching after 1\148 to begin r.iising a family. After having four children, she returned to hcr 
teaching wid cmu:hing cun.w at Barnesville in 1962. Timmom coached volleyball and basketball even though it 
wasn't until June of 1972 thatlitle IX wasenacted,demandlng equal sports opportunities for girls. She was asked 
by then OVAC exeeuti\·e secretary Sam Mumley to host and serve us director of the fir.t cm1fen,nce volleyball 
championship tournament which was held at Barnesville High. Timmon9 coached basketball and track until well 
imo the 1980's, but continued her duties with the volleyball team until her retirement fmrn teaching in 1991, She 
also coached snfiba!l for one year when her daughtcr played because the talented youth also wanted to compete 
as a member of the track and held learn. The sch!)l)I district would only permit that to happen ifTimmons coached 
both sports, which she did. 

Even today, Timmons remains dose to the Barnesville athletic pn:lgrnm. Through this past season, she served as 
the announcer for the Shamrocks' boys and !Jir!s basketball !James, ns well as for Uie home volleyball matches. She 
also has been the nmmunt-cr um! part of the committee for the OVAC volleyball toumament for over 30 years. Lnst 
wiotcr, the then 80-ycar-old Timmons was called back into the coaching rnnks when Barnesville 0<..>clcd someone 
to help out with the volleyball squad. A!JneS coached the_jayvees aud thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

Her tr.ick teams Wl-re perennial contenders for OVAC utles am! severnl vo!leybal! teams udvaru:ed to the district. 

Bob Burton (Couches) 

Robert W. (Bob) Burton \Magnolia High School, Clas~ of 1957) coached se\'crul 
sports ut Paden City High School, but is most remember for a sparkling 38-ycilT 
career as heud boys' basketball coach (1963-2\KH) where he amassed a record of 
554-327. 

During his tenure, the Wildcats won 21 sectional championships: eight regional 
titles; finished as state runner-up twice (1972 and '82) and captured the West 
\-1rglnia Class A chumpiunship twke (1973 and '87). Puden City hnd 28 winnin)l 
~eusons under Burton, including nine 20-win cumpni)lns, nnd won five OVAC Class 
A championships ( 197!, '75. '92, '93 and '94). 

Burton received the West V1rginia "Coach of the Year" honor in !lJ86 and was selected to coach in the 
OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic several times us well as the West Virginia North,South All-Star Game 
in 1987. He wa~ a member of the West \-1rginla Basketball Conches Association, the State Coaches 
Committee and the OVAC Basketball Committee. 

Burton u!so served DS 1.111 assistant conch in football at Paden City for 18 years, serving on the Wildcats' 
staff during two state championship seasons (1970 and '79); coached trnck for mure than 30 years, 
winning several OVAC Class A and Intra-State League championships; coached cross country for two 
years and golf for one seusun; was assistant base hall coach for three year.;; and spent more than u decade 
ns uthletlc director. 

As un athlete, Burton was a threc~sport athlete at Ma!Jnolia, eW11ing all-West Virgin in honors in football 
in 1955. At the college level, he was also n three-sport perfortner, playing football at Kent State Unl\'crsity 
and th_cn foothall, basketball and tennis after transferrin)l to West Liberty State College where he gnuluated 
in 1961. He then received a ma~1er's degree io t'tlucation from West Virginlll University in 1968. 

John 'Corky' Vrotsos (Cou,h,sJ 

John "Corky"Vrotwx (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1946) not only initiatcd 
the sport of wrestli11g at his alma mater, he quickly cstubllsbed himself as one of the 
premier mat coacbc$ in conference hlstmy. 

Vmtsos guided the Purple Rider grapplers from llJ57,68, kading his team to seven 
consecutive OVAC Tournament dmmpionshlps (1961-67) along with six strai)lht Ohio 
District Tournament titles. His teams finished ra11ked in the top JO in the state four times 
{1959, '60, '63 urn! '64) a11d the best finish ut lhe state tournament was u fifth place 
effort in I 960. 

During hi~ tenure, Vmtsos coached 4! OVAC champions and 41 Ohi(l State 
Tournament quali{iera, inducting 10 st.rte placc-winnern undone state champion ( 175-
pounder John Scordos ill 1964). ferry·s dual meet record during lhe Vrotsos years was 85-20-1, including 
unbeaten seasons in \9{,4 and '67 

TI1e lnitinl induct~'C into tlie Martins Ferry High School Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1994 and the 197!! 
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament's "Mr. Mat. Award", he ser,ed as tournament director for the 
OVAC, sectional and district tournaments after yielding the coaching post. 

In addition to serving us head wrestling coach, Vrotsos was also un assistant in football and track for the 
Purple Riders. He was on the footha!I staff daring Ferry's run of three consccutil'e umlefeatcd seasons ( 1959-
61) and four OVAC championships (also 1963). 

As an athlete, he was II three,y~ar le!tcnnan in football nod basketball at Martins Ferry, In football, be was 
a center-linebacker under legendary coach Fred Timma~, playing center urn! linebacker 1m the 1944 and '45 
OVAC championship squads, earning all..conforence "AA" hunorn as u senior, fie played guard in basketball 
under couches Floyd Baker and Rnlph Ganrell.Afler scr11i11g in the army. Vrotsus then nltendcd West Liheny 
State College, graduatin)l in 195 ! . He was a three-year var.ity football player for the Jlill toppers and a mem
ber of two undefontcd teams lhat played in bowl games. (Smokey Mountain Bowl and Pythian Bowl). 

Walter Heil (Offiduh) 

lfo/ter /feil (Bellaire High, Class of 19:!3) was regarded as one of the deans of 
Ohio Valley officiating thanks to a career that spunned some 38 yeilTS and inrnlvcd 
three sports. 

He began n.i a ba'leba!I umpire in 1926 then added football in 1928 und basketball 
in 1929, working countless games until finally han)llng up his whistle ut the age of 62. 

Heil officiated football uud basketball nt the high school, collegiate and profes
sional levels. He worked five West Virginia IHgh School State Tournaments, five 
West Virginia Catholic High School State Tournaments und three West Virginia 
h1tcrcollcgiate Athletic C'onfcrcnce Tournaments, He also officiated in the semi-pro 
Continental Footba!l League. which featured the Wheeling Ironmen. 

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Officials, the West Virginia Officials Association and U1e 
International Associatinn uf Approved Basketball officials und was 

honored for length of service by euch of these OJganiiutious. 
After retiring as an active official, Heil assumed the role of commissioner of bn!h basketball and foot

ball officials for the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, a position he held from 1965-70. 
He was a charter member uf the Bellaire High Athletic Wull of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the 

OVA C's Robert Dawson Officials' Award. 
Heil wo;ked for Weirton Steel Corporntinn and was a resident of Yorh-ille until his death in l 970. 
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Doug Huff (M,'<liu) 

Doug Hu.ff (Magnolia High Schoo!, Class of 1961). This native of New Martinsville 
has been wnting sports since the age of 12, his first "job" being with the \Vetri.'/ 
Democrat, a weekly pllper in his home town. Huff jui11ed The lntelligcm·ff as associate 
spom editor in 1967_, a position be held uatil 1978 wben he was named WI that paper's 
sports editor, remaimng_ in that-R::sition until bis retirement i11 1999, He prevlously was 
~~ i~~~ir~Jn~~~~i,1110111 ,mes und worh'd on the sports staff of tbe Dominion 

B~\l~'m~ict'ba~~1r::i~:io~:in 
1
rnt!,

1
,g;;:,'t[he 

16%1 At~~)~~ti~r:~rAt~ici: 
Award_s 1md the A!J.QV Scholar-Athlete selections. He compiled Ohio Valley and West 
Virgima records for foolbull, basketball and baseball, along with historical material on OVAC schools. coach
es and athletes, Since 1979, he has been the Executive Secretary-Trewmrer of the W.Vu. Spc,rts Writern 
Aswciation nfkr having previously served as the president aud footb.ail all-state board chairman. Huff also is 
on the Board of Directors of the football Writers Association of America and the N3tional Sportscasters & 
Sports Writers As~ociation. 

Among the numerous honors he has achieved include: indUL'tiou into the Natirnml High School Spom Hall 
of Fame (1999): state sports writer of the year nine time~; West Virginia University School of Journalism P.I. 
R~-cd Life Achicveinent Award (1999): Mcl;nolia Hi~h School Athletic Boosters Life Achievement Award g

1
~~l;R~J~ WifcJv~rif~a~lJ~j'.m enc More IUUSe Award (1992); Upper Ohio Vulley Dapper Dan 

He h the author of rports in West Vir)linia, "A Pictorial History" ( 1979) and also of the National High 
Sch1)1)] Football and Basketball Record Books (2001-2002). Doui also co,authon.'d "How to Watch Sports on 
TV ... And Eitjoy It." Since 1975, he has been a high schrnil contnbuting editor of Street and Smith magu!ne 
and compiles tlieir pre-season schoolboy All-America teams for football, boys' basketball and baseball. 
Although retired from The Jntell, he continues to submit a much-read and enjoyed weekly column. Doug also 
serves us the nntiona! rankings and records editor for Student Sports Inc., and coordinates football and boys 
basketball selectiuns for Par.u:tc and EA Spons. 

George Strager (Couches) 

Geurge Stm,:er(McKeesport, Pa. High School, Class of 1943) has often been culled 
the "dean" of Ohio Valley high school football coaches thanks to a hi)lhly-successful 
career that spanned some 38 yearn (1950-87) at five different schools. He posted a 
career coachm)l record of 246 wins, l 15 losses und 15 tic~ which stood as the all-time 
valley record until edipsetl in 2004 by fay Circosta of Woodsficld/Momoe Central. 

Stragcr's coaching career he!Jan io 1950 at tiny Slslcrnville High School, compilin!J 
a 42-22-3 record in seven seasons there and leading the Tigers to tbe West Vin•inia 
Class A state champiomhip in 1953. He moved on to Clarksburg Notre Dame High for 
four years as head football and basketball coach (1957-6!)), going 24-10 on the grid
iron and leading the bnskelba!l team to the West Virginia Class A state semifinals. Next 
came a three-year stint nt Whcellng Ceutrnl Catholic (1961-63) which featured two undefeated regular 
seasons and a marl: of 21-9-1. Tiie !962 team lost to Charleston Calhollc in the inaugural West Vlf!Jinia 
Catholic State Championship game, but the next year Strn)ler's team nvenged that loss tu win the crown. Up 
next was a five-year stay at Crunbridge High (1964-68), postinlj u 25-23-2 record. 

He Uien began n k)lendary 19-year run at St. Clairaville High 111 1969, turning his trademark "belly series" 
to a record of 134,-51-9 lhere. His Red Devil teams posted Um.>c undefeated i;ensons (1969, '77 and 'RS) am! 
lhe 1983 squad earned !lie school's first-ever trip to the OIISAA playoffs uud lhe !986 team ad\·anced to the 
state semifinals before ]using a heart-breaker to Chagrin Falls Kenston. 

Strager•s top honorll included induction into the Ohio Hl)lh School Football Coaches Hall of Fame in 
!998; Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association Hall ofFame inl99!; selection as OVAC Coach oftlie Year 
in 1979 and 'H7; and recognition by the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley in 1992. He also coached 
in the OVAC AH-Star Charity Footbu!l Classic twice ( 1972 und '87\. 

A graduate of Salem College. Strnger passed away i11 !990, but his memory llves on in the folTll of the 
Geor!Je Strn)lcr Memorial Football Cnmp and Scholarnhip Pru gram as well as the "George Strnger E\·ening 
with the Sturn" dinner held in conjunction with the OVAC Charity All.Star Football Cla.~sic, 

Chester Grossi (Otlicials) 

ClmterGrossl (Weir High Schoo!, Class of 1940) bega11 officiating in 1942, claim
ing: to be "drafted" into offidatin_g by fo!low honoree Walter Heil bccau~ many offi
cials lmd been lost due to the military drnli. 

His !ol'e of sporu snw him enter the world of officiating, nut only Jo footba!l. buta!sn 
in basketball and base bull. He retired from officmlin)l m 1987 after 45 yearn. Durin!J 
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Virginia Catholic State basketball u_nd football playulT games n.~ well us ganies in the 
West Virginia ln!Crcollegiaie Alhldic Conference and the United Football Lcn~ue. He 
is a life member of t!ie Ohm Valley Board of Officials and tlie West Virginia Poollm!l 
and Ba~kctball Officials' Association. He was the 1997 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawsoo Officials' 
Awanl and wa~ honored by the Upper Ohio Valley D~pper Dan Club, 

As an athlete at Weir, Grossi played football for couch Carl Hamill from 1936-39 und during that time, the 
Red riders won 27 straight games. He received a football ocbolarship In Wc~t Liberty State College where he 
played !or Coach Joe Bartell in 194! and after World War II. 

He graduated from West Liberty with a bachelor's dc•_grcc in politku! ~dcnce, retnmlng to Weir High Schoo! 
as a teacher an!l n.~.1istant coach. He lcfl the education field tocnter into the investment and insurance busines~ 
in 1960, He remuins active in many civic, fraternal and service organizations. He is president ufthe Wdrtonian 
Lodge of the Italian Sons and Daughters of America. serves on the Board of Director, of the Fraternal 
Association nnd is an honorary national president of lSDA; a member ufthe board of the Upper Ohio Val!ev 
Italian Heritage Festival; the Weirton Council 3734 Knights of Columbus and un officer of their Fourth 

~;~~d :~f: ~~~t:r ~f~h~t \~~f ~t~;s~: lw~;~;F~j1~1~!JCFi~!~!dl1~::1~~:¥,!\f oo/~:~~ 
Committee, Hilltoppcrs Athletic Club and n life member of the Alumni A~soeiutlon. 

lie was inducted into the West Liberty State College Hu!l of Fame und was honored hy the West Vlrglnia 
Northern 

Alex Groza (Athlete - 1940s) 

AlexGroza (Martins Perry High School, Class of 1944). Tiiis 6-foot-7, 220•p.,Undcr 
led the Purple Riders to two ;trnight undefeated regular seawns in basketball and tu 
the Ohio state toumamem both years. Martins Ferry finished 24-1 in 1943 and 26-1 the 
following season. The Purple Riders won the first OVAC Class AA basketball 
chn111pionship in 194-1 as Gmza scon.'tl n vnl!ey record 628 points (a mark later broken 
by 2(KJ4 OVAC Hull of Fame inductee Ken Alessi). Gmza scored 41 vs. Tiltonsville, 
He W!lll an all-conference and all-Ohio first-team selectiun. 

Alex was the top scorer und rebounder on the Univcrnity of Kentucky's "Fabulous 
Five," which won back-to-back NCAA titles in 1948 and '49, with Groza being numed 
the tournament MVP both year.;. He was a three-time all-Southeustcm Conference 
choice and a two-time con.'lensus A!I-Amcricun. He set 22 individual SEC recon.Js. Gmza still ranks seventh 
on Kentucky's nl!-time scoring list with 1,744 points. Alex's jersey number (15) was retired by the school. 
Groza and four of his UK teammates - Ralph Beard, Wallace Jones, Cliff Baiter und Kenny Rollins -
won a gold medal as U.S. Olympians at the London Games iu 1948. Groia, in 1949, W!lll named the Helms 
foundation Basketball Player of the Year. In a 1950Associatcd Press nationwide poll of sports writers select
ing the leading athletes of the half-century, Alex was chosen as one ofUie five to1i-ruted basketball players. 

In the NBA, Gmzn averaged 22.5 points in 130 pro games with tlie lndiunopo is Olympian~ in 1950 and 
'51. He couched Bellarminc (Ky.) Colk!Je from 1959 through 1966. The scbrnJI had never won a basketball 
championship before Gmz.a's tenure. He led Uie Knights to tl1e Kentncky Inlf!rcolle!Jiute Athletic Conference 
regular season and toumunient title in 1963, after which hewn.~ named the league couch of the year, 

Groza later ser,•ed as business manager nnd theu assistant to the president of the ABA"s Kentucky 
Colonels before becoming genera\ manager of the San Die!JO Conquistadors until tlie fnmchise folded. He 
tben served us GM of n professional volleyba!l team for nne year before joining Reynolds Metals in 1977 as 
a re!Jiolllll sales mana)ler. 

Gmza died of lung cancer at his home ill San Diego on January 21, 1995. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (Athlete - 1950,) 

Cl1arfe1 L. (Chuck) Howley (Warwuod High SchDul, Class uf 19.54) was a first team 
all-West Virginia a111l all-OVAC tackle in 195). He lettered in football. basketball and 
baseball. As a teenager, lit: also compete<.! for an independent All,America boys 
gymnastic~ group. 

The West \lirgmill University graduate is atill the only Mountaineer athlete to letter in 
five sports -football. gymnastics, wrestling, track and swimming. In football he played 
gunnl, cent«, and linebacker while earnini A!l-Southcm Conference laurels three 
straight years. Also the long snapper on special tl!llms, Howley was selected as a third
team All-American his senior year. Howley, at 6-2, 220 pournls, was CD11sidered to be 
one of the fastest !iocmcn in WVU history. He started in three college all-star games -
East-West Shrine Grune, Senior Bowl and the College Football All-Star Game. He lettered for the 
Mountaineers on the trampoline in gymnastic5, a heavyweight in wrestling, sprinter and wcightman in track 
and a diver in swimming. In !957, Uow\cy was sdceted as the West Virginia Amateur Athlete of the Year. 

He was an NI1.. first-round draft choice (1958) of the 01kal,'(l Bears - only the third Mountaineer sdect
ed in !he opening round. He played a year and a half in Chicago before being sidelined by a serioux knee 
injury. Howley was track home in Wheeling working at a gas station in 1961 when the eiqmnsina Dallas 
0)wboys traded two draft picks for him. The ex-Bear decided lo give it one more try and wound up starting 
at outside linebacker 12 years for the Cowboys, earning aJ! .. pm lanrcb six times. He starred in two Super 
Bowls. TI1e 1971 game saw Howley intercept two passes nod recover II fumb\c to earn MVP honors in a 
16-13 loss lo the Baltimore Colts. He remains the only player on a losing team to be selected as the Super 
Bowl's most valuable player. In 1972, he helped the Cowboys win Super Bowl Vi over the Miami Dolphins 
by intercepting a Bob Griese pass to 8Ct up a toucbdown. 

Jlowley is a member of the West \lirgmia Sports Writers Association, WVU. Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Club and City ofVvliecHng halls of fame. 

Mike Sherwood (Athlete. 196&) 

Mike Sl1erw111,d (Bellaire High School, C!a.~s of 1967),. Thls soft-spoken athletic 
great rates wilh Bellaire High's all-time stalwarts in botb football and lrasketba!l. 

He quartertmcked the 1966 Big Reds to a 9-1 oea.on as a senior for coach Don Ault. 
It remams arguably one of the best prep frld teams in Ohio Va!ley history. Sherwood 
led the OVAC wilh 201D passes that fal as be completed 73 of 110 passes for a 66.4 
percentage and amassed more than 1,400 yards with only foor interceptions. 

He was just as impressive on the hardwood for legend~ coach Claire Crihhs. TI1e 
sweet-shooting 6-1 guard was a two-year starter for the Big Reds and s1.1rpasscd lite 
I tKXJ-pointA!ateau while earning AU-Obio honorn. He averaged 253 points a game ln 
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Y::im Central. He was also sdccted for the Ohio North-South Bask.etlra!I Classic, 

following his i!lu~trinu~ prep career, Sherwood acL-cpted a football scholm.hip to West Virginia 
University, where his father earlier played.After competing on the freshman team. he r;furted at quarterback 
for three seasons, As a sophomore,l1e passed for wme UlOO yards while establishing a school record with 
416 yards against rival Pin,complctint[7 of 37 passes. He finished the ~ear ranked I Ith in the nation, avcr-
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11mong WVU career leatrs in total ofW:nse,passing yan.fa, pass completions and nttempts, TD passes. pass· 
ing efficiencv and completion percentage. lie was selected to play m tbe 1970 Blue-Gray Game and won 
the Ira E. ROOgersAwaid llie same year. Sherwood wa~ also selected AII-Ea:;1 by UPI in 1970. A member of 
the All-Tlme WVU 1950·69 Era team, Sherwood was inducted mto the WVU Sports Hall of Fame in 1997. 

After graduation, he stayed 011 at WVU nod was a graduate as~istant for Bobby Bowden and Frank 
Cignetti. He went to Bethany Oillcge to serve as offensive coordinator fmm 1974-78 under his high sdmol 
coach. Don Ault. Sherwood returned tn bi.~ prep alma mater, serving as the Big Reds' head coach from 1980-
84, registering a 26-12·2 record. He was named Eastern District Coach of the Yc.ir in 1982. lie became the 
school's n!hlctic director in 1'184 and is curreut!y tlie higb school principal. 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Athlete. 1970,i 

J11hn FU/le: (Magnolia Jligh School, 1973). The first OVAC athlete to earn All-W. Va. 
first team honors in football, ba:;kctball and baseball also oet an NCAA pass receiving 
record at Marshall Unlvcrnity. 

Nicknamed "Fuzzy" because of his hushy red hair, the Blue Eagles' wide receiver
defensive back led the Ohio Valley in pass rcceh'!ng yards bis last lwo seasons and ended 
his career with HI rntd1es for 1,434 yards and 16 touchdowns in regular sruson play, In 
his senior season. Magnolia went Hl·2 with a :;tale Oass AA runncrup finish to 
Ravemwnod, 

He teamed with Magnolia's a!l-~tate quarterback Brian Book to lead the W. Va. All
Stars to a victory nver Ohio in the annual OVAC All-Star game at \Vheeling Island. 

In basketball, the guard averaged 19 points a game nod earned all-state bonors after the Blue Eagleg were 
state "AA" runncrup to Gary. 

In baselra!l. the outfielder batted .352 and completed his all-star trifecta with All•Valley, and all-state 
honors in three sports, 

Recruited fur football by Marshal!, West Virginia, Virginia Tech, Pitt and Penn State, the 5-11, 175-poun<lcr 
signed early with WVU, but opted for Marnhall where he led the Thundering Herd in pass receiving for fonr 
straight years and set sdmol records with 168 catches for 1,954 yards and 14 TDs. His reception total ranked, 
at the time, eighth among a!l•time NCAA Division I receivers. Starting four yearn, he set a then-NCAA record 
by catching pasi;es in 42 straight games. He broke the mark set by Hcisman Tmphy winner Johnny Rodgers 
from Nebraska. Automobile bumper sticker~ ~upporting the police showed up at Herd games. where they had 
a different meaning. They read: "I Love !he Fuzz." TI1e team co--cnptain was a two-time All-America honor
able mentitm choice and a first team National lndcpcmknt All-Star honon:c. 

FH!iez also was selected as the state Amatenr Athlete of the Year in 1976, ill 1985, he was inducted into the 
Man;hall Athletic Ha!! of Fame, Fi!liez currently resides la Delaware, Ohio. 

Dee Davis (Athlete - 1980s) 

Vee Daris (Wheellng Park High Scholl!, Class of 1981). The fin;t OVAC girls' ath
lete to earn first team AJI-W. Va. honors three times set Ohio Valley and state scoring 
records wbich remain on the hlmks ofter a quarter of a century. Overall, she set three 
OV and three W. Va. scoring standards. 

A thrce.year\vl1celi11g Park standout, sbe scnrod a school record 1,854 points indud• 
ing 716 for a 32.5 average as a senior. She wu.<i named state "Player of the Year" and 
captain of the ClassAAAa!l•state team forthe 19811 sea.~on. She scored a school-record 
55 points vs, Weirton Madnnna and set a state tournament Class AAA scnring record 
which remains 011 the books after 27 years. She tallied 43 points vs. Greenbrier East as 
a sophomore in 1978. In two state tournament games !hat year, ~he scored 76 points 
including 13 of 14 free throws. 

Davb Jed Park to a state Cla~s AAA runner-up spot as a i;enior when she also charted 1()4 steals, 71 assists 
and 87 rebounds.After the scasnn, she was MVP in tbe state Nnrth•Soutb game where she scored 30 points, 
She earned All-America mention in Stn:cl & Smith·s and Converse maguines. 

Al Park, Davis ubo starred 11s a pitcher-shortstop on the first varsity softball teams and earned a!l•state 
recognition from the W. Va. Coaches Association. 

She signed a basketball scholarship to Tennessee Tech wliere she played for two seasons before fini.,hing 
her college career at West Virginia University. In her two seasons with the Mountaineers, she served as team 
co--eaptain in 1986 with Georgeann Wells, the first womno to dunk in a college basketball game. In Davis' 
junior season, WVU recorded its second-ever 20-win season with a 20· IO mark. 

She also played basketball with a U.S. AIJ•Star team in England and scnrod 150 points for a 21 .4 average. 
Davis has completed her 13th year as head girls' basketball coach al her alma mater Park. Slie hllll gnidcd 

the Patriots into six state tournaments and won back-to·back Class AAA championships in 1998-99 and 
became !lie firnt female to win the all-sports "OVAC Coach of the Year" award. Tiie Wheeling resident also 
coaches softball. 
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Terry Snively (Athlete· 1960,) 
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Lance Mehl (Athlete· 1970s) 

Lan~e Mehl {Bellaire High School, Class of 1976). A three-sport team cnptain for 
the Big Reds, Mehl was also an AU-Valley fool ball linebacker and baseball fast lrase• 
man as well as a center in lrasketball. 

He earned A!l-Ohiu footba!l honors for coach Jake Olsavsky while serving as co
captain of the 1975 team which went 9-1. lie played in the Ohio North-South game in 
Columbus and turned in a sparkling defeosive effort for the South all-stars. 

Recruited by Penn State University for football, he was cited by coach Joe Paterno 
nod defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky as "one oftbe best inside linebackers" ever 
to play for 'Linebacker U'. 

Mehl was the leading tackler for the unbeaten 1978 Nlttany Lion team which bowed 
tu Alab:ima, 14-7 in the Sugar Bowl and probably cnst PSU from being declared national champion. In tlmt 
game, be led Lion defenders with 17 stops, including I 1 unassisted tackles. 

After that junior season, he was named the ••Man of the Year" by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
and is one nf only tlrrce college atblctcs to receive that honor. 

The PSU defensive co-captain a!so led the I.ions in tackles a.<1 a senior and earned second team All
America honors by The Associated Press and United Press International. 

Mehl was drafted in tbe NFL's third round by the New York Jets and played nine years before his career 
was cut short with a rccUITing knee injury. 

He was the Jets' leading defender fmm 1982-86 before a knee injury, The Jets' defensive slgna!-cnlkr 
recorded 172 total tackles {I05 solos and 67 asslsts) in 1984. In 1983, be intercepted seven pa~scs nod picked 
off 15 career interceptions, 

Mehl wa~ selected to the Pro Bowl after the 1985 seawn when he n:conlcd I 15 tackles, 43 assists and 
tlu,:e pas~ interceptions. 

After his NI1.. career ended, he returned to the Ohio Valley aml resides Jn St. Clairnville. 

Briau Swisher (Athlete. 19s0si 

Bruln Swisher (Sistersville High School, Class of 1982), The 5-7, 145.pounJ 
dynamo became lite first thn:c·time firnt team Al!-W, Va. football honnrce in Tyler 
County as he led Sistersvil!e High to back-to-back state Class A championships in 1980 
and '81. 

Swisher led the Tigers tu a 13-0 record in 1981 as he set no Ohio Valley and W, Va. 
record for scoring by a lineman with 26 touchdowns (receiving, rushing, returns) 1111d 
156 points. He was runner-up for the Kennedy Award II~ state player of t!ie year and 
was accorded tlte Hnnt Award u.1 state Lineman of the Year. 

Ue set season and career pass receiving marks in the Ohiu Valley and averaged 39.2 
yards on kickoff returns und 202 yards on pu!ll returns, He also was productive on end-around rushing plays. 

Swisher. whu set an OV record by catching passes in 36 consecuuve games - every game he started, His 
career regular i;eason totals \\--ere 126 receptiono for 2,174 yards and 23 TDs. 

He led the OV in regular season pass receiving yards for 1980 (681 yanl; on 47 catches) and JQHI {906 
yard5 nod 14 TDs on 53 receptions). As a sophomore, he landed 26 pu.~ses for ,5H2 yards, 

Swisher was a three-time A!I-OVAC nod All-Valley honnroe a<1 well as all• West Virginia three times. 
In the spring, he competed in track as a HKI nnd 2!Xl-mctcr sprinter, long jumper and relay member. lie 

won eight individual medals in three state Class AA meets - a first in tlie ]UO as a sophnmore, six seconds 
and a third, and Willi a member of a first f,!ace 4x!!KJ relay team. He lied a stllte meet AA 100-meter record 
with a 10.9-second mark in the 1981 tria s. 

He signed a football sclmlarship with Marshall University and played four seasons, including three years 
as a starting wide receiver. He lauded !06 passes fmm 1982-85 for I /)17 yards and 14 touchdowns. lie was 
Mru-sbal!'s lcuding receiver in 1983 with 32 catches for 560 yards and tliree scores, He also was a Herd track 
sprinter. 

Swisher currently resides in Lewis Center, Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athlete - 1990,) 

Joey Guflttwa{i (Bellaire High School, Class of l9'XJ). This Big Reds' four-sports per-
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before u sparITiug c= at Ohio State University. After his Scarlett & GrJy days, 
Galloway was II first murnl dr.ift pick by the Seattle Seahawks of the National Football 

Lead~1~way rewrote the Ohio Valley record books for pass receiving yards with 2,332 and 
touchdown receptions with 27. He ended with 1()8 career cakhes. The 5-9 explosive i;ume
breaker helped fcad the Big Reds to the OVAC 3-A football title hlsjunlor year. play mg an 
integral role in the 9-1 campaign. He landed 43 pa~ses for 973 yards and 13 TDs that fall. 
Galloway was a three-time AU-OVAC and AU-Valley honoree and was named AU-Ohio second team in Division 
III llS n senior. 

hi basketball, he was just as duminatinp as a point gumd. Galloway was a starter for three str4ight OVAC 
championship teams for coach Gene Amnurante. He earned AII-OVAC,All-Valley and All-Ohio honors. 

The springtime saw Galloway ser•1e the Big Red~ as an infielder on the baseball diamond, bnt it was on the 
oval where he made an even bigger impact. Galloway claimed the state Division II 100-meter and 200 state sprint 
titles as a senior. 

The Bellaire Bullet then took his anmzing athletic skills to Columbus, starring for John Cooper on the grid
iron. He was honored as an AU-Bi_g Ten wldil ret,>eivcr as a junior-a season in which he grabbed 47 passes for 
946 yam!. Hls career totals at Ohm State were 108 receptions for 1,894 yards and 19 TD~. Galloway finished 
with 2,754 all-purpose yards and was the team's co-captain in 1994. He was an AH-Big Ten Academic honoree 
in 1991, 1993 and 1994 while eamL'li the National Football Fnundatinn Scholarship in 1994. He earned a degree 
in business/maib:ting. 

Galloway was the ei5hth ovcrn~ick in the 1994 NFL Dmft. He glaycd five searons wiU1 the Seahawks,catrh-
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largest high school events of its kind in the entire country, sin~'C f 979. This highly-regard
ed cluunr.wnship wus rernuncd as the Ron Muuck OVAC Wrestling Tournament in 2006. 

A pupil of the late George Kovalick, nn OVAC Hal! of Farner nnd considered to be the 
patrian:h of high school wrestler in the Ohio Valley, Mauck also established the confcr
ence·s dUII! meet championship standings in 1971 und directed five W.Va. state tourna
ments 111 the Whedif]g Civic Center (now WesBancoArena). Three limes, he served as a 
volunteer on the staff for NAIA and NCAA Division II championships (hosted by West 
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Star Football Classic. He was assistunt game directorund later served us game directorfrolll 1993 lhrough 1998. 
Tiie Bridgeport High and West Liberty State College grnduate, who earned his master's in safety eJncatiun, 

began his teru:lt!ng and coaching career 111 1965 ut Follansbee High School wh~"re he started the school's \'ami
ty wrestling progr,1111 and coached the school's only individual state champlun (Lou Daly). While at Follansbee, 
Mauck coacheil"John Cr.t.ig, a first-time wrestler as II senior in 1965 who went on to become un AU-American 
ut West Ubeny and later was one of the area's outstanding coaches before becoming an administrdtor. When the 
coruolidated Brooke Jliuh School o~ed in 1968, Ron was named to coach the wrestling team where he tutored 
the Bruins' first West vi'rginia mat chump io Jim Suddoth. Before retirini5eufter a 34-~ar cureer in educatinn, 

~~~~~·~e~~~~rdi:atAtl~feN~ Di~~~: fnri~;~io~~ag~iing ~QVi'c 'w~~~i~T~u~~~:; 
rcnumed in his honor, Mauck u!so was presented the "Mr. Mat" Award in !985. He was named the W, Va. 
Wrestling Coaches Man of the Year (1987); and n:o:ived reco_gnition awards from the Upper Ohio Vdl!ey 
Dapper Dan Club (1985 und 1997); W. Va. Athletic Director of the Year (1995), Mauck twice was selected 
Warwood Lions Citizen nf the Yeur, winner of the H.V. Corcomn, Sr. Award (200 I) and a member of the Brooke 
County Wa!l of fame (2006). He ls past president or the W. Va. Safety Association, the Bridgeport Alumni aud 
Warwood Junior Hlgh Athletic Association. 

Paul 'Bnd' Billiard (Couches) 

l'aul"Bud'' Billiard (Wdlshurg High Sch(lo!, Class of 1959). Head coach at Brooke 
High Schoo! for 23 seasons (1979-2001) where he compiled a record of 185 wins, 79 
defeats und I tie. During this span, Bi!liard's Bruins won three West Virginia Class 
AAA state championships - 1985, !987 and 1990. His 1987 and '90 powerhouses 
rcconled perfect record seasons and both were uutionally r.inked. The 1987 team fin
ished 25th in the country while tlic ll}l)(J squad ended up m 23rd place. In 1994, Brooke 
also ended the campaign with a 10-0 record but lost in tl1e state playoffs. Fifteen of his 
23 Bruin teams panicipated ln the post-season playoffs und seven made the state cham
piomhip game. Also, Billiard coached tl1e green und gold to seven OVAC Class AAAA 
Division chumpiunships. He coached in two Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star 
Football iames and in three West Virginia North-South Games. He was among tl1e founding members and 
past president of the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association for whom he ulso was chairman uf the 
group·s annual awurtls <linner. He also assisted in nrguuizing the OVFCA's Clinics und Prospect Nights, 
Billiard's Brooke coaching career also included eight yearn as an ussistant in football, two years as a wrestling 
assistant. six years as head wrestling coach nnd three yenrs as head truck c(lach. Prior to Brooke, he spent 
four years as an assistant in football ut Wheeling Centr,d, two years as a volunteer assistant in wrestling and 
three :ye= as head trnck coach. 

While attending Wellsburg High School, he played four years of football and lettered three years, serving 
as team captain in 1958. He played baseball three yellf!I, earning two letters. At West Liberty State College, 
Billiard was a four-year Vllf!llty lettennun in football playiag on both the offensive and defensive lines. Alter 
his junior season, he eamed first-team All-WVIAC laurels. 

Among his awards are: Ohio Valley, OVAC and West Vuginiu Coach of the Year; Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Man of the Year; Carl Hamill Coaching Award; Steubenville Moose Lodge Coach of the Year; 
West Liberty State College Athletic Hall of Fame; 2005 Ohio Valley Football Coaches Hull offame inductee; 
RV. Corcornn Sr. Award for tlie Brooke football program bringing national attention to the Ohio Valley; and 
a 2005 recipient of the West Virginia Athletic Coaches Association's Retired Coaching Award. 
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Matt Gaudio (Athlete ~ 1990s) 

Matt Gaudio (Brooke High School, Class of 1991 ). This fluid uthlcte dominated 
the West Virginia prep hardwood as he was a four-year starter for the Bruins. 

He concluded his sparkling Brooke career by befog named the W. Va. ~Player of 
the Year" as well as the Gatorade state "Player of the Year" in 1991. The 6-7 forward 
paced Brooke to records of 19-4, 22-4, 16-7 and 18-7 for a four-year career mark of 
75-22. 

Gaudio was a 1w1Hime all-state Class AAA honoree und 1wice named lo the a!\
Mate tournament team. He averaged 17 .9 points and IO.I rebounds 115 a sophomore 
and followed that up with a state Class AAA-best 24.8 scoring nonn as a junior while 
uveragiog 11 rebounds. 

Gaudio capped his superb prep career with a brilliant senior campaign. He averaged 24.3 points and 
grubbed 13.4 rebnumls to repeat as All-OVAC, All-Valley and All-W. Va. honors while being uccorded 
honorable mention All-America. He wus the first Bruin to earn first team ul!-state in boys' basketball. 
Gaudlo surpassed the I JlOO mark in rnreerpoints (l .874) and career rebounds (1,108), both Bruin records. 

He opted to continue bis academic and athletic career at Penn State University, where he was plagued 
by chronic back problems which required surgery. In spite or the medical woes. Gaudio endured to tum 
in a solid career. During his redshirt sophomore Sellson, he uvernged 9.4 point~ und 4.7 rebounds a game 
and was named recipient of the Lou Lamie Most Jnspirntiona\ Player Award. 

TI1e following year, he served as student assistant coach while completing his liberal arts degn.-e with 
un emphasis on architecture. He returned to play as II senior and was second on the team in scoring with 
a 13.1 uveraged while cnlkcted 6,4 rebounds a game during 1121-7 record seruon. 

Cal Giffin (OVAC 'Fumlly') 

Cul Giffin (Bellaire High School, Class of 1947). One of the legendary figures 
iovolvcd m the sport of high school tr..ck and cross eouuuy in the OYAC. 

During his 17 years employed as a teacher and coach in the Belluire City School 
District, Giffin was one of tl1e founders und !he director of the famed Bellaire Relays. 
During its 52-yeur history, the Bellaire Relays attrJcted many of Ohio's greatest athletes 
to the Nelson Field. At one time, the Bellaire Relays was recogniied a.1 the St'Cond
!mycst track ewnt in the Buckeye State. His teams won five OVAC and district track 

~~hi!?~~Bs~ll~re~~:~:~~ ~;g~ :~i~~lr:!cti~ i~~~Y~::r~~~~r. meets.Also 
Giffin's time-consuming work and contributions to tl1e Ohio Valley Athletic 

Conference included II tenn as l-esidet1t (1973•74) und commissioner of the football and basketball officials. 
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Athletic Board, the Ohio High School Coaches Nlsodution. the Ohio Football Coaches Association and the 
Nutional Co!legiutc Track and Field Cooches Assodution. He was mted into tlie Ohio State 'frack Coaches 
Hal! of Fame in 1972. Giffin was presented two awards of merit from Ilic OHSAAam.1, following his deatl1 in 
1975, he was selected for a poslliumous A!umui Achievement Award by West Liberty State Co!kge. Giffin 
served lhe Eastern Ohio Coaches Assodution as president us well us being the stale vice president for tlie Ohio 
Assodatlon of Track Qmdies. 

Athletically, Cal was II three-sport lettemum (football, haskl:tball and tr..ck) at Bellaire Hi,gh. He played on 
the first Big Reds' football team to win an OVAC charnpionslti(l (1946). He ulso played m the Ohio-West 
Virginia AH-Stur Football Game h1 1947. rnmo·s career also led him to the Martms Ferry Schoo! District 
where he was the supervisor of elementary und secou<lary educatioo. Prom then:, he became the principal of 
St. Clalrsvll!e High Schoo! and later served as superintendent of the St. Clairsville-Richhmd School District. 
He received his B.A. in Education from West Liberty in 1951 and his Master of Arts Degree iu ochool admin
istr,ttion from WVU in 1967. 

Boyd Nelson (Medlu) 

Boyd Ne/sut1 (Bellaire High School, C!a.~s of 1945). Nelson spent 41 years 115 a 
photographer with 111e 1imes Leader in Martins Ferry. Fellow staffers and friends 
have called him a pioneer, a legend and, perlrups, the greatest 1,1uodwill umbassudor 
in the newspaper·s history. His wori: behind tlie camera, accmtlu1/ to many area high 
school coaches, help bring the sports world ulive to the readers o The Times Leader. 

Nelson, 11 quiet, unassuming mun, kt his carnern do his talking for him. No ussign
ment was too big nor too menial for Nelsou, who had Uie opportunity to take pictures 
of seven U.S. presidents from Hwry Truman though Rollllld Rengan. Nelson chroni
cled nearly every major happe_ning throughout the Ohio Valley and was a familiar 
and much-wekonie face at high school. college und professional games und matches 
from the start of his career in the late 1940s until his retirement in 1988. As was pointed out at the time of 
bis death in 2003, there wasn't a gymnasium, football field or baseball diamond in The 1imes Leader's eov
en1ge area where Nelson didn't captnre the exploits of athletes of all ages and abilities. Among the future 
professional greats be covered included baseball tmll of famcrs Phil Nkkro and Bill Mazeroski; basketball 
hall of famer John Havlicek, Joe Niekru, Tim Spencer, Olympic wrestler und coach Bobby Douglas and 
Allan Homyuk,just u to mention a few. 

Boyd's devotion to bis work also made him a role model 11nd an impiration to aspiring and seasoned pho
tographers a!ikt:. Nelson shunned the limelight throughuut his life despite the urgings of co-workers and 
admirers to enter his pictures in stutewide competition. As a result, he was bypassed for many uwanls that 
easily wou!d have conie his way. However, Umted Press lnternationu] began presenting uwanls to newspa
per a11d magaiine photographers in the early 1970s und the very first honoree was none 0U1er than Boyd 
Nelson, When The 1imes Leader published a pictorial history of Eastern Ohio in 1999, the book was dedi• 
cated to Nelson, a lifelong Belmont County resident. He begun his career following a stint in the U.S, Navy. 
He served a stlnt in the Philippines during World War II. After returning home, Nelson attended Ohm 
University for a ycur. However, afkr heini; hired us a summer intern by The Times Leader, he neverrerurned 
to college und made photography his lifetime profession. 

Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Cua,he,) 

Richard "Ufty" Hall (Barnesville High School, Cluss of 1959). Hull wus one of 
the most successful two-sport coaches (baseball/golf) in OVAC history, compiling a 
whopping 1,116 victories over 11 34-year span. 

He began his baseball coaching career at Powhatan High School for a year before 
taking the same post at St. Clairsvllle High School. In bis 33 years with the Red 
Devils (1969-2001), his teums amassed an outstanding 515-320 record. 

With "Lefty" calling the shot.'! from the dugout, St. C!ain;ville won seven OVAC 
championships and made five Ohin High School Athletic Assoclution regional tour• 
nament uppeurunces ( 1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1997). Tiie Red Devils udvanced 
to the state tournament ~Finni four" in 1997. St. Cluirsville ulsn won five Eastern Ohio Baseball League 
titles under Hull's guidance. 

Hull us named OVAC Coach of the year in 1991 and received U1e same accolade from the Ea.~tem 
District three times, 1990, 1995 und 1997. He also served as one of the coaches in the Mizuno All-Star 
Series in 1997. A true baseball "junkie,'' Hall was inducted into the Ohio High School BasebaU Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 1996 and was named the Ohio Base bu]] Hall of Fame "Man of the Yeur" in 1999, 

Ha\1 coached six players who signed professional basebull contracts, the list including Gerry Cmft, 
Gene Cattane, Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik and Joe Dudek. 

In golf, "Lefty" coached St. Clairsville for 27 yeu111 ( 1974-2000) .finishing with a 601-123 record. He 
had three unbeaten teams llrld also tutored three squads that udvanced to !he Ohio state tournament. The 
Red Devils ulso collected 14 OVAC golf championships. 

Hall, a life-long resident of Barnesville, lettered in baseball and track while 1ierfonuing for the 
Shumrocks. He gruduated from Ohio University. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Warren Pugh (Dffidnls) 

Uturen "Nookie" Pugh mie Linsly School, C'hm of 1920). The Wheeling bland 
resident who died in IIJ83 at the age of 81 served 1he coaching and offidating profession 
vcry we!! !llld also was an outstanding contributor to his lmnmittce. 

As an official, Pugh served as a football and basketball referee for over 40 years. In 
football, he worked in both high scb(KJ! aml colkge, im:!uding the West Virglnfa 
Intcrco!lefiate Athletic Conference and West Virginia UniVc11iity, Pitt and Penn State. A 
lm>kctbal official for more than 40 years, Pucll officiated high school and college con
tests. In 1933 and 1934, he worked the entire West Virginia state high school basketball 
tournament, his partners being Judge Paul Carnil!etti the firnt year and Dink Westfall Ilic 
second year, Pugh and John Gott of Bluefield blew the whistle for all 11 games of the 
first WVIAC tournament hdd in 1935 at Fairmont. Pugh served as presi<leiit of both the 
Ohio Val!ev Boan! of Football and Basketball Olfkia!s, He also was the referee of the famed Bellaire Relays 
for many y"can and was later 1mmcti as tl1e meet's honorary referee. He was also lmnorcd for his service by the 
Shrulys1de Rdaj·s uni.I the West Virgmia Secondary School Acth'itks Commission. Pugh conducted officials' 
clinics in sevcrn SJXlltS and wrote a newspaper series on offidatmg. Pugh also was a Red Cross instructor in water 
safety und life-saving for over SO years. In his vouth. he was remgnii.cd as a tri-state divinl\champion and was 
known lo mauy people in \\,'heeling for diving off the Snspensmn Bridge into the Ohio iver. He r.erfonned 
that feat for the firlit time on Labor Day during the state fair held when he was a teenager, He repeatcil that dive 
nn several other ,xcasmM during his youth. He coad1ed swimming at his alma mater 1be Unsly School for 
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in Phfoppi for two years and played football ocfure transferring to Davis & Elkins College where was a stdf.:i 
fullback and center for Hall of Fame Coach Cam Hi;'JlliCfStln. Smt-c eligibility ruks never rcallfi c.dstcd in those 
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ed into the w~-st Virginia Spurts 1fau of Fame (l'l&fl), the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame {1984) uni.I 
now Ilic Ohio Valley Athletic Conference !fall of Faine. 

Phil Niekro (Athlele. 1950,) 

PhilNidro (Bridgeport High Schoo!,Class of 1957). TI1e Baseball Hall of Farner got 
his athletic start with the Bulldogs where he was a three-sport performer. Besides base
ball, he was a football end and bask.etba!I forward and a teammate offellow OVAC Hall 
of Farner John Havlicek. 

Nicknamed "Knuchle" because of his &taple pitch, the knuckleball, which he kamcti 
from his father, Niekro was a four-year Bulldog pitcher with a 17, J career n:conl. HL'l 
only lo>s Willi 1-0 to Tiltonsville in 1954, his freshman year, when fellow Baseball lllld 
OVAC Hall of Farner Bill Mazcroski hit the game-winning home run.1be 1955 Bulldog 
team shared the East Ohio League title witl1 Martins Ferry. ill a 9-4 Ohio sectional tour
nament win m·cr St. John"s, Niekro won the game in relief lllld belted a twn•nm single. Bridgeport, however, 
was halted in the finals by Shadyside, n team twice defemcti by the Bulldog~. In 1956,Niekro and the Bulldogs 
defeated Steuhenvil!e Central, 7-1, in the Class A district tournament after sectlonal wins over Barnesville and 
St. Clairsvil!e. Britlgcpnrt bowed to East Liverpool in the district finals. As a senior, Niekro tossed a four-hit
ter and suuck out JO in a 4-2 win over Stcuben\'ille Ccntrul for the OVAC Ohio-side title. He earlier hurlcti un 
8-2 win over East Liverpool in tlie Class AA district semifinals. UnOCatcn Steubenville Central halted 
Bridgeport, 6, I in the finals. 

Nickro, who also played for the Bridgeport Legion team :md Blaine in the summer Twilight League, Willi 
signed by the Milwaukee Braves for a $500 bonus at a 19.58 tryout camp in Bellaire. 

In l!/64, he started a 24-year major kague career with the Braves, New York Yankees, Cleveland Indians 
and Toronto Blue Jays. He had a 318-274 career reconl while appearing in 864 games lllld striking out 3,342 
batters, eighth on the a!J.time chru-15. He hurled a no-hitter lllld won five Gold Gloves and was named to five 
AH-Star teams. TI1e Braves honored him by erecting a bronze statue in front of their home stadium and, in 
1997, he was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame. fie resides in the Atlanta area. 

Bob Hummel (Athlete. 1960sJ 

Bob lfummefl (Moundsvi!le High School, Class of 1966). This 6 ft. J guard was a 
scoring machine for Moundsville High School before taking his \"ast hoop talents to West 
Virginia University. 

Hummell finished Iris stellar four-year prep career wltli 1,941 points, good for a 22.6 
per game average, That average sti!l ranks sixth among Clasi; AAA players in the slate. 

His senior year was one for lhe n:conl books at the Marshall C'mmly school. He poured 
in 897 points in 25 games for a 35.9 average, which is tied for the highest average in 
Class AAA an:hives. 

Moreover, his scoring antics tnmslatcd into team success as Mtlllndsvi!Je finishcti as 
~tale nmnerup in Class AAA, the school's first state final since l921l. Humme!l torchcti 
Richwood for 45 nll!fkers in the state semifinal game. He established the Moundsville single·game scoring 
mark witli 53 pnints in a win against Follansbee, Hummell was chosen as the West Virginia "Player of the Year" 
by the Morgantown Touchdown Club while also being named captain of the Class AAA all-state team, al\
OVAC and Scholastic Coach All-America. He also was n top-notch baseball player for f,,foundsville. earning 
second·tcam all-state honors as a pitcher. 

Following hi8 glorious stay at Moundsvi!le, Hummell joined the WVU hemp squad and he wasted nu time in 
making his presence Celt. Hummell led tl1e WVU frosh team in scoring with a 24.2 a1·erage, including a 45 -
point outburst against Maryland and 41 against Duquesnse. In those days,freshman were ineligible by NCAA 
rules from playing on the 1·arsity level. 

He went on to average 12.9, 15.5 and 1411 points a game the following three seasons, al! of which he served 
1he Mountnineers as a starter. Hummell wa~ the team's captain hi senior seawn. 

Hummell totaled I ,137 points in his WVU career, placing him seventh in school annals at the time his career 
ended in 1970. he was an adept free lhrow fillooter, hitting at an 81l.7 clip for his career. Hommell - who had 
14 games of20 or more points - was selected to the 1966-75 a!J.time WVU hoop team. 

Ed Burgy (Athlete· 1970s) 

Ed Bur]zy (Bellaire High School, Class of 19716" This fonner Big Rctis' ~tar remains 
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distinguishcti himseff as arguably the premier prep baseball pfayer in OVAC arm:.Ps. 
While his baseball stmistlcs are staggcnng, he accomplished ttiem in just three seasons 
as Bellaire High did not start a baseball prngam until Burgy's sophomore season, 
Known for his overpQwcring pitching prowess, Burgy was alr.n a tremendous shortstop 
and powerful hitter. Borgy etched his named m Bellaire High.Ohio Valle}: and OHS AA 
record books. The three-vear All-Valley 11rst-tcam honoree completed his prep career 
with a 20-5 record, stl!l the moM wins ever by a Big Rctis' pitcher. He owns the career 
strikeout mark with. 326 (in/'ust I 7$ innings) and the single-season strikeout standard of 
128. While possessmg near y-unhittablc heat, he also owned great control. The talented right-hander walked 
just 31 batter!i in his career and went eight straight games wi!litlllt issuing a base on balls. He carved nut state 
records with a minuscule O,!.J ERA for a season und an 0.63 ERA for a career. His lhird OJISAA record was 
for hurling 16 shutouts. Burgy also set an Ohio Valley mark with 23 strikeouts ln a Ill-inning no-hitter 
versus River. He was also a ifeadly hitter. Burgy owns Bellaire High reconls for hits in a game (6), triples in 
a season (8) and career triples {12). 

Burgy abo was a stellar,four-year football p¢onner for coaches Rudy Sharkey lllld Jake O!savsky. He was 
a slaslim& runnmg back unhl his senior sca'l!m, Olsavskr opted tu switch B~ to~eiback, a move tlmt paid 

Wtn~~villed(0-i~:n/~~10,~~e i~hili~~tfie~ i·y ·Jo~f:: ~~~n~~~?u:in to ~ Ji~-Wvbi~S\r; 
Baltimore Colts. Burgy was a multi·talented honpstcr. Staning for three seasons, he poured in 1,197 ~ints, a 
total that still ranks seventh on the a!J,tirne school scoring card. It was BCCtmd only to legcmlruy Lee Patrone 
when Burgy hung up the Big Red sneakers. He wns a first-team All-Valley Big School honoree fiis sophomore 
and junior scasons. lk exploded in his senior campaign for a 212 per game average. 

Burgy was a sixth-rrnmd draft choke nfthe New York Mets and spent lhrec years in the Mets' fann system1 first Ill Virginia followed by a stop in Pompano (Fla.) and Memphi!!. He had 1J wim in one season and fanneu 
20 in one game. 
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Bob Gain (Athlete • 1940s) 
Bob Gain {Weir High Schoo!, Class of 1947). An all•tlme great un the high school, 

college and professionol levcb, he started hls football career for the Rcti Riders and 
twicecamcti first teamAIJ-OVAC honors as a lineman and was honored on the 1946All
W,Va. selections. 

In 1969, he Willi selected a.~ a 'Modern Era' defensive tackle on an All-Time Ohio 
Val!ey football team selected by TI1e Intelligencer newspaper. In 2005, be was honored 
on an All-Time W.Va. high school team selected by The Fairmont Times newspaper. 

At Weir High, he Willi the largest all-state honoree at 6-2, 21!l-pnunds and was n two
way tackle as well as handling punting and kickoff duties. His late coach Carl Hamill 
never slng!cti out his best Red Ridcr foutlm!I product hut always started his list with Gain, a four-year starter 
and his most hocmred protege, 

Gain is regW"ded as the greatest lineman in University of Kentucky, where he Willi a lbree·time All
Southeastern Conference honoree and a two.time first team AU-America choice in 1949 and 1950. As a !lCII• 
ior, he won the Outland Trophy as the nation's outstanding lineman, the first from the SEC so honored, and 
one nf only two from the Ohio Valley. The other Outland Trophy honoree was the University of Iowa's Calvin 
Jones from Steubenville High, Playing for the legendary Paul "Bear" Bryant at Kentucky, the Wildcats were 
33-I 0-2 in Gain ·s ftlllr scasuns and he was co--captain of the I0-1 record ream that upset national champion 
Oklahoma in the 1951 Sugar Bowl. Gain Willi tl1e Nu. 5 choice - the highest ever for an OVAC utlilcte - in 
the first round of the 1951 NFL Draft by the Green Bay Packers. However, he opted for Ottawa in the CFL 
before starting a 12,year NFL career witl1 the Cleveland Browns. The five-time Pm Bowler was a starter on 
three NFL championship teams under legendary coach Paul Brown in 1954, 1955 and 1964. 

The Oevcland area resident has been inducted into seven Halls of Fame - Colle:,>e Football. West Vuginia 
Sports, Upper Ohiu Valley Dapper Dan, Univcr~ity of Kentucky. Cleveland and Akron Halls und Clevdand 
Browns' Legends Hall. 

Lee Patrone (Athlete. 1950s) 

Lee l'aJrone (Bellaire High School, Class of 1956). For SU years, Patrone Willi the nil
time lcruling career scorer in Big Reds.history with 1,842 points in three seasons. He led 
Bellaire High to three str.iight sectional tides with won-lost marks of 18-4, 2/J..3 aml 19-
4 while averaging 235,26.7 lllld 32.9 points per game each season. His 27 J point career 
average remains u school record. 

The two-time first team Al!-OVAC honoree, and an All-Ohio first team honoree by 
The Associatcti Press as u senior, he was a scOfing machine witlt 57 career games over 
20 points, including all 23 as n senior, and he hrul 28 straight games in which he scored 
at least 20 points. 

He ta!lied 54 points twice in a game in 1956, including his final game while playing with an injured led 
against Martins Ferry in the district tuurnament title game. Ferry prevailed, 91-87, while surviving n !imping 
P.Jtrone'a lieruks. Earlier, against a Bridgeport team featuring Basketball and OVAC Hall of Farner John 
Hav!k'ek, he convertcti 25 goals. His 299 goal~ in a season remains a school standanl. 

After n brief stay at Ohio State, tl1e stocky 6-tl guard enrolled at West Virginia Univcrnlty in 1957 and led 
the 1958 freshman team in scoring with a 20-pnint norm. Amemberofthe 1959 NCAA runner-up team led by 
All-American Jeny West, he was second to West in 1960 tcam scoring with a 14.2 per game nonn and was 
named to three aU-toumamcnt reams: NCAA regional, Soutliern Conference and University of Kentucky. A 
Virginia sportswriter described him a~ "good enough to be cocky and cocky enoogh to be good." 

As a senior, he was a thin! team A!l-Americahonoree by Helms Foundation. He ended his career wilh 1.028 
points - then seventh best in WVU history. 

After graduation, he taught and coached five seasons at Winte~ville High School where his first 1969 team 
went 14-4 and 1972 team was 16-4. After retiring, he relocated to his cum:-nt home in Anrida. 

Harry Wilson (Athlete - 1960s) 

Harry Wilron (Steubenville High School, Class of 1963). This former Big Red star 
ranb with the elite running hacks in OVAC history. 

Hi~ gridiron career at Steubenville was nothing short of spectacular. ffo ability Ill 
carry the football took him to a starring role at !he University of Nebraska uni.I a short 
stint with the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, 

The S ft. 11. 190-pounder was also a safety and kick returner for Big Red, but 
rushing die fonthal! is what Wilson did best. 

He carricti the Big Red to a 9-1 mark his senior season, a campaign in which the 
Je!Tmon County charges pocketed a prizcti 14-8 win over heralded Massillon. Wilson 
paced the Ohio Valley in both rushing yanls and scoring with 1,756 infantry stripes and 23 touchdowns. Tiie 
former standard b a modern day school reconl for a !(),game campaign. 

His achievements garnered him Ohio "Back of the Year" designation by both the AP and UPI in Class AA, 
which was tlie largest class hack t!ien, He was named first team n!l-Ohioand a Scholastic Coach All-American. 
Wilson was ulmust mi domill!lting his junior year. The "Steubenville Stumper'' rushed for 1,586 yanl.~ and 
scored 28 touchdowns and 168 points in 10 games, He Willi selected first team all-Ohio by AP as a safety while 
also ~aming all-OVAC and all-Valley !aureb, 

Wilson - who was also nicknamed "Ughthorsc" - enjoycti a sparkling career at Nebraska. He led the 
Cornhuskcrs in rushing his junior and senior seasons, finishing his career with 1,702 yards uni.I a stellar 5.0 per 
carry average. 

He was named unanimous all-Big Eight as a senior lllld honorable mention All-America by UPI. He has the 
distinction of playing in three major bowl games -Cotton, Orange and Sugar. 

After hb playing days in Lincoln, Wilson was selected in the thin.I round of the 1967 NFL draft by the 
Eagles. He spent tlrree years with the team as a backup running hack and kick returner. 

Bruce Smith (Athlete - t970s} 

Bruce Smith (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1976). He is at the top of the list 
when it comes to distance running as a four-time Ohio state champion who set countless 
meet, valley and school records along tlie way. 

In cross country, Smith Willi a three-time All-Ohioan (1973, '74 and '75), capturing 
first place at tlie state meet in both his junior (9:43.0) and senior (9:33.4) seasons after 
pl11Cing seventh (10:05.0) as a sophomore. His time in 1975 was the state reconl at the 
time. 

As both a junior lllld senior, he also finished first in !lie sectional, district, OVAC lllld '--~--'---' 
Belmont County meets and finished undefeated both years. As a sophomore, he Willi 
second in tl1e sectional, district and county meft and third in the OVAC. 

He was a three-time All-Eastern District and All-Valley honoree in cross country as we!l. 
In track, Smith earned AH-Ohio status two times (] 1J75, '76), winning the state championship in the two

mile run both years. He posted a time of9:l \ .1 as a senior after winning in 9:31 .I as a junior. He also placed 
scventh at tlie stale event as a sophomore (9:39.9). 

He finished first in the sectional and district meets all tlrree years, winning the county event twice and 
finishing as runner-up once. In OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one-mile run and finished tliird in the 880-
yani run as a senior, and captured the two-mile run as both a sopbnmore ruidjnnior. 

Smith garnered All-Eastern Di!itrict uni.I All-Valley laurels three times in track. 
In the two spurts at Martins Ferry, Smith was part of four undefeated reams, three sectional and di.-trict 

champiomhip teams, une OVAC championship team uni.I three OVAC runner-op teams. 
Smitl1 Wall also a long•thne competitor in must = road race~, including several years as the top local 

runner in the Elby·s Distance Race (now the Ogden 20K Classic). 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Wendy Baker (Athlete~ 1980s) 

Wendy Bahr (East Liverpool High School, Clas.~ of 1989). A two-sport standout for 
the Lady Potters.excdling In both basketball and softball. 

On the court, she was II four-year varslty performer, becoming the first player in 
school history to exceed l ,IXKl career points, finishing with 1,127 tallies. As a senior, 
she averJgcd 21.5 points per game. Baker also excelled defensively, posting 291 can.>er 
steals including 135 as II senior. 

As a senior, she was a se~-oml team all-Ohio Division J selection who was selected to 
play in the McDonald's All-Star Classic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class 4-A, 
District 5, Division I andAII-Co!umbiaua County "Player of the Ycur". She was also an 
All-OVAC and All-Eastern District first team choke as a junior a11d an all-District honorable mention 
pick as a sophomore. 

On the diamond, Baker·s c:ireer pitching numbers included 49 victories and 226 strikeouts und .400-plus 
batting uvcrnge. Her senior season numbers included a lofty .477 average along with sume impressive 
pitching numbers - 19 victories, 117 strikeouts and u 0.54 E.R.A. She batted .483 as a junior with 32 RBI 
:md bad 109 pitching wins, registering 109 strikeouts and u 1.77 ERA. As u supbomure, she hit .422. 

Baker's suftball all-star honors included two-time A\1-0blu (first team as a senior, second team as a 
junior); and !Wu-time A\1-0VAC Class 4-A. 

She attended Wheeling College and played basketball for two seasons, scoring 882 points and posting 1 H2 
steals during that time. She gained first team AU-West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conforcncc honors as 
a sophomore ofter gaining honornble mention as a freshman. 

Jeff Snedegar (Athlete - 1990s) 

Jeff Snedegar (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1995). He put up lofty 
numbers during his four-yeur gridiron career, culminating in his selection as the AP 
A!l-Ohio Division V Offensive Player of the Year and finishing as runner-up in the 
voting for Ohto·s "Mr. Football'' award following his senior season. 

A 6 ft. 3, 210-pound four-yeur letterman at quarterback and linebacker for the 
Warriors, he rncked up 7 $KIO yards offensively and registered 673 tackles on defense. 

~:t!S{th~::i:!CscA]tl~~ ~\;~~~:~dl%1f.~t!~ :tti~:~re and junior ycars and 
As a senior. he led Trnil to its first und only OHSAA playoff appearnnce (the 

Wruriorn finished with an 11-2 overall record, winning 1wo games before losing in the 
Division V state semifinals to Wellsville). That year,he passed for what was then a school record 1,769 yards 
while rushing for 1,621 yards for a combined total uf 3.390 yards. He participated in 212 defensive stops as 
u senior. 

Snedegar wus alsu a three-year lettennan in basketball (he didn't pluy as a junior), finishing fourth on 
Tr.1irs all-time scoring list with 834 points and third io career reboundiug with 561. He averaged 16.1 
~~j11iro~ic: usu senior. earning sped al mention AP All-Ohio as well as first team All-Eastern District 

The 2000 Buckeye Trnil Tla!l of Fame inductee went on to a stellar career at the University of Kentucky 
( 1996-99),eaming four letters as an outside linebacker.As a freshman, be had 42 tackles, started three games 
and was named the outstanding s:yedal teams' player and he followed that up with 97 tackles as a ~oplm
more. Suede gar bad 63 tackles an four sacks us a junior, helping Kentucky to an Outback Bowl berth where 
he recorded 11 tackles in a loss to Penn State University. In his final ~ear at UK.he had 84 tackles, fonr sacks 
and two interceptions, earning him defensive MVP honors. He wus St'Jccted to the A!l-Southcast Conference 
squad und was named to the All-American Frum Foothall Team by Successful Farming Magazine. 

Snedegar was signed by the Miami Dolphins of the NFL in 2{K)(l us an undr.iftcd free agent. 
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Nick Redway (Media) 

Nick JJnlw11y (Wheeling Central High. School, Class of 1958). One of th.c arca·s most 
versatile Will prulil1c newspaper sparts jmunalists for five d.,,;a<les, he has been on lhc scene for 
numerous OVAC cvcms since 1%0. 

After a(tcndi11g West Liher!y State College for one year, he joined the ',\'heeling News-Register 
as a copy boy in J 960. Later that year, he joined The_ Jntcl!igcncer staff as a sportswriter. In l 967. 
Redway joined !he News•Registcr staff headed by Bill Vun Home wit! Wall pruimlted lo Ai,socmtc 
SixJrts Editor in 1971. Redw~y became N-R Spart~ Editor in 1995 and was named Executive 
Spurt~ E<limr of The Jutclligencer/News•Register in :moo, a position be hdtl until he n_-tired in 
20()5. He nuth.orcd daily w,d Sunday newsp.tper columns entitled "Nick·s Nntcbook"' 1111d also 
wrote column., nu area golf. bowling,cnllcge spurts. out<.kl<lrs and lhe WhL-c!ing Nailers· hockey 
tcam.11,c OVAC medlu guide Wllli dedicated to Bedway in 1\199. Ile served us co-publicily director of the OVAC Rutly 
Mumley All•StarGainc fmm its ino.,ption in !972 anti! 1990. Bedway also served as lhe OVAC st:ui<lings' stlltistidan in 
foo1ha!!, boys and girls b:iskctball w1d baseball for more thw, 25 yc11r11. 

Bedwuy scrvetl one \enn in 1977 as president of the W. Va. Sports Writers Associali<m and receh·ed th.c Gene 
Morehuuie Award in 1990 from the organization. He was inducted into the Ogden Newspapers 20K Classic I la!! of Fame 
in 2006 and Lhe Media Wing oflhe Ohio Baseball Hall nfFame in 19%. He twice was selected t(! scr•;e as the Jlnnnrary 
Referee for !he W. Va, Super Six Class AA Mate championship football games held at \Vheding Jslwitl Stadium. 

Redway was lhe inaugural recipient of lhe Father John Lester Awiml for a lifetime of suppnrt to local spt1rts and youth 
oflhc Obin Valley and rocei,,ed Uie Spiri1 w,d Lca<lt:rship Award fmm lhe Upper Ohio Valley Duppt'1" Dan Club. He alsn 
has received nwar<ls from !he Wheeling Soccer Association, Allegheny Mmmtain Dislrkl U.S. Tennis A,sod:uion. 
Whcding Post 1 America:u L,,giun Baseball Team, Ogkb:ly Park l\lcii's Golf Cluh, and the Ohio Valley Golf Aisocbfam. 
A past member of the Wheeling Hall of Fame Committee and current member of the OVAC !fall of Fame Committee, 
Bctlway also is active with the \\11t:e!ing Llun• Club arul reccil-ed, in 2005, the Lennan! fam.11 Award, !he highest Lion 
ho1ior besmwcd in West Virginia. Currently lhe chapter secretary and Board of Directors' member, he h:is servt:d as media 
relations direcl\lr, chapter president. lint vice•presidcnt and Tail Twister. Ma.ried 45 ycar:s ID lhe fonner Judy Kalona, the 
Bed ways had four children arnl have fa·c grandchildren. 

Dennis Swearingen (Athlete - I980s) 

De1mil Swearingen (Martins Ferry Hii;h School, Class of 1982). He earned 10 
varsity letters in four sports, making his biggest marks ln footbu!l and basketball. 

In football, he was a three-year letterman as starting juartcrback/defensivc back, 
amassini\i 1,616 )ards passing and 89() yan1s mshini whi e leading the Purple Riders 

?~ c~nfi~~;}~i ;:i::h~nibud~~~ tfn':I:r:n~: he~~~ ~r:.c~i~:ti'filil~ ~kl~; 
and had 11 pass interceptions. j'.!e was a two-time first team AP All-Ohio Class AA 
defensive back. earning second tcam u!l-stur honors frum UPI both years as well. lfo 
a!su gan=a.l first team Al!-OVAC Class AAA,AU-Eastcm District ClussAA and All· 
Val!cy honors twice. Following his senior seuson, Swearingen wus named a 
~l~ngvAc?~:::,A~~r;:;r~1b~1Yl':U!~hin Valley Dapper Dan Club special honoree and purtkipllled in 

In basketball, [wearingen was u three-year sturtcr and I JKIO-point career scorer and he was a key mem· 
ber ofFerrfs squad which posted a 20·5 record and advan~'ed to i11C Ohio Class AA rei;ional finals in A then~ 
m 1982. Scoring !4.7 poims per game as a senior, he was named first teamAII-OVAC Cluss AAA (captain), 
AH-District 12 aud A!I-Valle7. us well as second team All-Eastern District Clas~ AA. He pluyed in both the 
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~~tS ~~ 1~~;fA\1!6tlt5b%~A.,G: !:i ~lrf1?:tri~rif.':Jb~"nd~1!f1u!~~[ngd~~f~~su~ ;~ 
third team All-Valley. 

Swearingen nlsu was a three-yeur kttemum in ba.~chall, earning AH-OVAC Class AAA honors twice. He 
also lettered in truck us a senior. 

Swearingen w_cnt on to a stellur four-year football career at Ohio Univcn;lty, gnu.!uating in 1986 and posi
tioning himself m tl1e to_p five on the Bobcats' all-time passin11 Iist io lO cate_gnrics (through 2005). lie is 
second in pass mtempts ma game (57) and scusno (383); third m pass completions for a game {31) and sea· 
son (195) u.s we!! as TD rasscs for a season (13); fourth in yards ~,sin_g for a game (355), seuson (2,056) 
und carecr{3.267) us we! as pass attempts (569) and completions (Jl2) for a career; and fifth in career pass
ing yards (3,267). 

Bill West (Athlete· 1990s) 

Billy west (Buckeye Local High School. Class of 1993). He murle his biggest 
impm:t on the football field. earning All-Ohio honors three times, including twice us a 
first team selection. 

West also wus a three-time AII-OVAC selection (1990, '91 and '92) and a three-time 
Al!-Eastem District pick (first team in '91 and '92, St..~ond team in '90). He nlw par
ticipted in the Rudy Momley/OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic following his 
semor season. 

After starting as a freshman at Buckeye North, where he rushed for 900 yards despite 
missing two•p!us games due tn injury, he put op some ultra-impressive numbers at the 
newly-consolidated Buckeye Locul High School. 

He fini.,hed with what still siands as a school-record 4,658 yards, inclnding u single-season effort of! ,846 
yards as a senior. He al,o had 1,719 yurds us a junior uud 1,[193 us a sophomore. He also owns six: uftbe top 
seven individual game rushing rerurds at Buckeye Local, !1Cadcd by a whopping 335-yard game ugainst 
Martins Ferry in 1991 (second all-time). 

West srured 352 poiuts on the gridiron, including 152 in his final season. 
Dnring his three yean with the Punthcrs, the team compiled a 28-4 comhiued record (9-2 in 1990,10-1 in 

1991 und 9-1 iu 1992), making the playoffs twice and narrowly missing on a third. 
West also lettered three years in tr.ick and two in basketball for the Punthcrn. 
He was a four-ycur letterman at the University of Pittsbmyh, starting for three years and earning A!l-Big 

East "Offensive Player of the Year., honors as a sopbomore ( 1994) after replacing All-American tal\back 
Curtis Martin in game two und rushing for 1,358 yards, fifth on the all-time single-sca.~<m rushing list. A 
Panther tri-cup!ain us a senior, West finished as the school's fourth ull-tlme leading rusher with 2,803 yards. 

Donna Joseph (OVAC 'Family') 

Donna Joseph (Shadyside High School, Class of 1964). A leader in the OVAC 
track and cruss country community for three decades, she alw coached girls track and 
boys and glrls cross country ut alma mater Shadyside High School from 1983-98. 

A registered track und ems.~ couutry officiul for 30 yeurs, she started working Cal 
Giffin OVAC Trnck Meets in the early 1970s and continues to serve us director of 
the Class A-AA meet, a po~ition she started in the mid-1980s. 

She currently is chuirperson of the OVAC Truck Committee with over 15 yean; on 
the board and is co-chuirperson of the OVAC Cross Country Committee with over 
20 years of service with the group. 

A recipient, along with husband Butch Joseph, uf the Cal Giffin OVAC Trnck Service Award. she u!su 
has been active with the Ohio Association ofTrJ.ck and Cruss Country Coaches. 

She is presently the secretary u11d membership chairperson of the OAT&CCC und serves on the 
Executive Board of the statewide organization, Donna and Butch handle the registration for the annual 
truck clinic uttended by an estimated 1,700 coach.cs. 

She served us Meet Manager for Che Midwest Meet of Champions when Ohio hosted the event ut Ohio 
Wesleyan College und u!so served as Ohio cnuch when the meet was contested in lndlanapolls, Ind. The 
Josephs were awarded the Ed Barker Award this year from the OAT&CCC. 

Besides trnck and cross country, Donna also has served on the cummittees und worked the annual Sam 
Mumley OVAC Basketball All-Star games and the Rudy Mumley OVAC Footbull All-Star games. She 
also assisted with !he OVAC Volleyball Toumaments and team struidiugs. The 1964 Shadyside High 
graduate earned her degree from Ohio State University in 1968 and hermastcr•s degree in 1983 from Ohio 
University. She was a mathematics instructor ut Shadyside from 1968-98. 

Earl Klevins (Officials) 

E11r/ Klevills (Warwood lligh School, Class of 193-1). One of lbe Ohin Valley·s mmt 
promiucnl footba!l amt basketball offkbb during a 35-year career from !1)38 to 1973, 

Klevin:1 a!lcnded Wheeling High Schoo! for one and a half years before tran~ferting to 
Warw(xid High, from whirh he gr.u.luated in !93-4. He played high school baske1ba.1l a1 both 
schools. 

Earl attended Bethwiy College where he played f,x,tball and basketball along wilh com
peti,1g in tr.ick under legendary coach John Knight. 

K!cvins officiated in his first basketball game in 1938 at the Madison gymnasium. The 
opponents un !hut occasion were Wheeling High ant! Bridgeport and his nffidating partner 
Willi uno1her OVAC Hal! of Fame member, lh.e late Walter H"il. ·n1irty-llve years later when he hnng up his 
whistle, Kle,·ins had oflldated in more th.an 1,300 basketball games und 570 football games tm the high school amt 
collegiate Jcvd. 

Along with serving as an OVAC official, Klevius nfficiated games in tlie Southern Confcrenc~, the West Vi.gi11ia 
lnten:nllegiate Athletic Conference and at many olher colleges iu tlie lri•SW.le area. 

He also played pmfo!;Sionally with the W11eeling Blues basketball team and wu.~ u lrmg-time particip1111t in local 
imlepc~Klcn! leagues and toumam.,nts. 

Klcvins was a lung-time standout on 1he urea tennis courts, winning lllllllY local, regional and national touma
mcnl!i. In 197.5, Ear! and his partner won the United State.I national d<luhks title iii th.c 75-and up age brnd.e!. The 
tournameat Willi hdtl in Myrtle Beach, SC At age 45, he won !he West Virginia stare singles title u,Kl teamed wiU1 
tlie late Loran Mcm:r for doubles hnmm.1 in their age group. Earl also won nun1t:rou• Oglebay !'ark Tennis Club 
championships thmugh his mid-80s at which time he retired from competitive tennis. 

111c committe~ for the Samuel A. Mumlcy OVAC Ba!lkctba!l Classic presented Kkvi11s with the Robert "Bobhy'. 
Dawson Official• Award. Earl and his wife Lucy ha,·c been married for more lh.:m 70 yearn. 11lt'y raised three 
children: Earl Jr.,Jutly and Robert. ·n1ey have been blessed with four grandchildren und five great gramlcbildren. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Sam Andy (Coache,) 

Sam Andy (Wheeling High Sch<Md, Class nf 195!1), The winningest coach in Ohio Valley 
high school boyi' baske1ba!I hiswry with 611 wins over a 39-year career, An<ly surpassed a 
n,cmd set by di:U1cr OVAC Hall of Fame: inductee Richan! L. .. Dick" Pon,. 

Andy's head coaching career included two =isoJJS at Frazeysburg {0.) High School ( !964• 
1966), se\·en yearn at 'Nhec!ing High School (1%9-1976) and the la.it 30 yean at Wheeling 
Parl, High Sdmol (1 1J76-20U6). 

Sectmd all-time ror victories in West Vrrginia's big school class, Andy"s \C'Jms w,m three 
Cla,s AAA state cliarnpiunsl,ips (!976 at Wheeling High, 19!!1) and 1995 at Wheeling Park). 
The I 995 stale final was one uf the memurablc diampioniliip games in W.Va. boys' bmke!ball 
history as Andy"s Patriou defoatc:d Beckley Woodmw Wilson 99-96 in a triple--1,vo:rtime rrw-
tcrpicce. 

lie also had one other Patriot llquail finish as !he state runner-up (1997) and four semifinalist temrui (1988, 19'XI, 
1998 and 2000).Aruly mached in 922 games and his dubs expericncetl <mly lhn.:c lasing seasons. Under hi• direction, 
Wheeling High and Wheeling Park qualified for an OVAC record 20 slate tournaments. In 37 years at lhe t11m Ohio 
County si:honls,Andy fITTl<lllCCd 31 sectional championship terutlil, 28 Rcgiun One titlim and six Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conforence divisicm pennant winner.;. 

1bruugh most of his career. the Wheeling Wi!<lcats and Pruk Patriots domimtted their ri\·als in the ~'<.mfcrencc, win
ning 78 pcn:cnt ofthdr games against OVAC upponcnts. Tiiey also annually pfoyc<l a si:hedule tl,:11 indutkd many of 
the top basketball powers in the state.Andy coa.hed four West ¼rginia Player of the Year standouts and had 31 play
en cam college sdm!mhips. including ~ever.ii Division I sta!waru. 

Ile twice Wlll< h,morccl a~ Ilic OVAC Coacltoflhe Ycar(l976 and 1995). In 2004,he Wlll< sdcctcd lllC the Upper Obin 
Va!!ey Dapper Dan Club's 0>--Man of the Year along with Monroe: Central Cna<:h Jay Cin:osta. In 2(K)7 he was I.he 
n:dpient of the Earl llabetfreld Cuaches' Awanl presented by the cnmmiltee direc!ing the annual Samuel A. Mumley 
OVAC Basketball Classic, A l'lSS graduate of Wliee!lng High School, Andy graduated from Wei;t Llbeny State 
O,llcge in 1%). He was a basketball starter and !ctt<:rrmm at botll schools. 

Joe Fortunato (Athlde - 1940,1 

Joe FortunQ/o (Mingo High School, Class of 1948). A nine-time letterwinner in 
three sports at Mingo (football, basketball and baseball), he was an All-Ohio Valley 
Atl1ktic Conference performer as a football and basketball player. 

Fortunato enrolled al Virginia Military Institute, but tnmsferred lo Mississippi State 
when tlie Key<lcts' berul coach Slick Morton accepted the job with the Bulldogs. At 
Mississippi State, Fortunatu became 11n All-Southeastern Conference fllllback-llne
backer. 

The honorable mention AU-America perfonner led Mississippi State in rushing and 
had a game high of 169 yards against North Texas State. 

Highlight nf his collegiate career occurred when the Bull<logs defeated national champion Tennessee 7-
n. Volunteers' Coach Gcneml Tom Neyland praised Fortunato afu:r the game by cal!ing him one of the 
greatest playcn; his teams nt Tennessee had ever faced. 

Fortunato was drafted in the seventl, rottnd by the Chicago Bears, but played one season in the Canadian 
League before signing with the National Foothall League team. 

He started 111 linebacker for 12 seu.~ons ( !955-1966) wilh Ilic uMonstcrs of lhc Midway" and was named 
first team AU-Pro three times along with being selected for Ilic Pro Bowl on five occasions. The defensive 
captain of the Bear.. was also captain of the last Pru Bowl team coached by the legendary \llnce Lombardi. 

After his playing career, Fortunato spent two season~ nn the Bears' staff, coaching the linebackers one 
yCJU" and tlien serving as defensive coordinator the next year. 

Fortunatu also is the only Ohio Valley athlete tu be !!elected lo tlie National ltulian American Sports Ha!! 
of Fame. lie was the leading vote-getter in The lntdligcncer's 1970 All-lime Ohio Valley Team. which 
ww1 !!elected by a vntc of the area sports fans. 

Fortunato also is a member of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Ha!l of Fame. 

John Reger (Alhlete • 1950s) 

John Rrgtr (Llns!y High School, Class of 1950). TI1is aU-OVAC honoree in foo1ba!l 
and basketball Waii indoctcd inlo the Wheeling City Hall of Fame in 1998. 

Reger·a football achievements were remarkable considering tliat he was Jess than slx
feet tall and weighed just 125 pounds when he began competing as a high school athlete, 
but he had more important auributes such as a huge, competitive heart and Ilic det1:nni
nation of a youth twice hls sire. He played fullback and linebacker at Lindy and captained 
the 1949 Cadet squrul that lost just one game to Triadelphia (20-19) in what was regard
ed as the most memnmble high school footba!I t~mtest played during that era. at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

Reger went on to the University of Pittsburgh on a football scholarship and his freshman team in l'l50 went 
undefeated. Afu:r just three varsity games the follnwing year, his col!egiate career was ended by a knee injury. 
The Wheeling native returned home and Wllli woding in a gasoline station when his former high school coach, 
Etz Rine.arranged a tryout for him with the Pittsburgh Stct:ler!i even thuugh he had not played football in three 
years. Displaying the same grit and dell:nnination he had shown in high school, Reger opened the 1995 season 
as one oflhc Steelers' staning linebackcn. During his nine seascms in Pittoburgh, Reger earned three Pm Bowl 
invitatiom. He became cuptain of the S1celers defensive unit an<l Wlll< votc<l as the team's MVP during the 1959 
!>Cason. Reger played in his first Pro Bowl in 1960 and made two more appearances in 1961 and 1962. 

He sustained u life-threatening and near career-ending injury during his final season in Pittsburgh during a 
game against the Eagles at Franklin Field in l'hilade!pliia. Reger was hit in the head and had a spasm in his throal 
that cut off air. fortunately. the amhulance they sent for included olygcn and he was revived. Following that 
harmwing incident, every 11:am In the NFL was ,-,:quired tn have oxygen on the sidelines. 

Reger was placed on waiver!i hy the Stcdcr!i prior to lhe start oflhe regular season in 1964 and he was picked 
up by !he Washington Redskins, for whom he played three more years before retiring. Overall, he played 12 sea• 
sons in the NI'!.. 

Robert 'Bo' Mcconnaughy (Athlete· 1960,) 

Robl!rt 'Bo' McConnaugh:, (Wheeling Central High Scltool, Clu.ss or 1966). Jlc was a 
1wn-spor1 phenom for tlie Maroon Knights in tlie mid 1 %0!1, starring in basketball and base
ball. 

McConrurughy was a four-year lettennan in bo1h sporll!, gaining firsl-te.am all..state hun
Or!i in baseball as a senior. 11iat name year he gamcte<.l sccnncl-ll:IUTI all-West ¼rginia Jau. 
rcls in hoops after helping lead the Mamon Knights to the West Virginia Catholic 
TI1urnamcnt title. 

In baseball, Mc:Cnnnaughy ii; considen:d one of the best shortstops tire Ohio Valley prep 
ranks has ever produced. lie went on tu star ,u Wc,;t Liberty State College in both spurts. 

In 1970. McConnanghy was named first-team all•WVIAC as a shorutop and £honly 
thereafter signed a fITT)fessional CO!l!iact with the Baltimore Orioles. A year previously, he wu.s druftcd by the 
Cincinnati Rcru in the 24th nnmd, five mund.'I ahead of Ken Griffey. Sr. 

He spent three yean in lhc: Orioles' farm system before returning home and i;tarring for tlie W:uwood Reds of 
tlie Ohio Valley Baseball League. 

Bo wa, a second-team all-clmfcttne:c selecti,111 as a senior for tlie Hil!toppers' luKlp team. 
McO.mnaughy has maintained hi• relationship with Wc,;t Liberty, finishing up his 25th year at the Hilltnppcn• 

baseball helm. 
He hall accumulatcd more than 5()() wim1 at his alma mater to go with five canfcn::nre crowns and a berth in the 

1990 NAIA World Series. McConnaughy led the Black & Gold to their first-ever NCAA Regional Playoffs in 
1998. 

McConnaughy was elected to the West Liberty State College Hall of Fame in 1988. He hall been named WVIAC 
Coach-of-The-Year on four occasiOfl'l. 

In a<lditi,m to baseball, he has coached foothall. tracl,;: and men's and women's baskc1hall at West Liberty. He is 
CWTCDtly in charge of the WLSC lntrnmurab Program. 
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Bill Hinegardner (Cou,hes) 

Bill llinr,:ardner (Meadow Bridge High School. Class of !'l60). Refem::d to by I.he late Bill 
Van Hmrn: as W.Va. Wil'stling"s "Man of Character," Hinegardner received his bachelur·s degree 
from Conconl College in 1965 arul master"• degree from West Virginia University in 1%8. Tite 
fmmcr Concord basketball and baseball player enltred the Marshall CtlUOIY School System as~ 
matliematks 11:achcr in the l'lti4-65 sdmol year. He served as an assistant coach in wrestling and 
football al Moundsville High for three years before mking over lhe head wrestling position when 
the cunso!iclated Julm Marshal! High Schon! opened its doors al the outset of tlie I %8·69 school 
year. Ourfog hi• 14 YCJITT as head cnach, the Monurch program llecame one uf the most ouc,-css• 
ful in the OVAC and a!oo in the state of West Virginia. Hineganlner's team, won four W. Va. Oas, 
AAA championships (1972, 1973, 1974 am.I !'l79). The Mun:uchs wm: also rul!JlcrS.up four 
times and finished lower than sixth place tmly orn.-c in lite W. Va. State Toornantcnt. The Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling 
Tmimarnent "'lW llinegartlner'sJohn Marshall J)()Wefhouscs take the overall team lille four times (1972. '73, '74, '77) and 
finish second five times. The Monarchs also earned five OVAC Class 4-A lillei and emerged as Class 4-A Dual Meet win
ners five times. Fmm December of_l<lll through December of 1976. Hinegartlner"s wrestlern went through 41 slraight 
d'1al lll3td,es wi!hcmt a defoat. lfo over.di dual meet record was ]3J.l9.], Hlneg.mlner'11 pmgram pmduced 20 inclivid• 
ual state champiull!I. In 1996, he was a member oflhe late Mike Linsky\ stalflhat led John Mar.hall lo the W, Va. Class 
AAA football lille. He served all President or Director llflhe W. Va. Wrestling Coadies Asscx:.: the Region One Cuaches 
Association; Marsliall Cuunty Coaches Association; Co-Director oflhe OVAC am.I W. Va. State T,mmarnents; faecutive 
Buard Member of the OVAC and the WVSSAC for Wreslling. lfo award3 include Nalional Wrestling Hall of l'ame 
Llfolimc Service in Wrestling Award (2{KJ.I); National High Schoc1I C()lll;he~ Aosodalion Districl J Coach ()f dtc Year 
(1976); OVAC Cuach of lhe Year (1974); W. Va. Wrestling Coach of they.,,.,. (thrre times): Upper Ohio Valley D~pper 
Dan Achievement Awards (two times): Mr. Mat Award for ccmttihutions lo !he spent uf wrestlmg in the OVAL {)984): 
Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Carl R. Hamil! Award (2lK)(l); Moundlville Area Junior Chamber of Commen:e Jim Edge 
Awanl {]'l77) given for out1tanding wnrl.: in religious and ynulli activities; and tlie John Mmhall High Schnol Wall of 
Fanie (Fu~t Class, 2(l(l5). After reuring fmm Marsh::ll County in 1999, Bill went tu work for !he Switzerland of Ohio 
School District at River High as a Guidance Counselor until he retired in 2(Xl4. 

Don Fleming (Athlele • 1950s) 

Don Fleming (Shaclyside High School, Cl:1.1s of !'l55). The tW<>-time Al!·Ohiu Valley 
Athletic Conference first team honoree in football. Fleming was captain ufthe Tigcn· urule
feaktl confcrenrechampi<ms in 1954. He also played center for the Shadyside squad lhat won 
an OVAC divi.1i<m title in haslretball. This versatile atltletc p!ayrnl in the Ohin East.West All
Sl:lr baseball game held in Columbus and perfomied in the Ohio-West Virginia All-Star 
Football Game held during the summer of 1955 at Wheeling Mand Stadium. Fleming went on 
lo the Uni\'crsily of Rurida on a football sclmlarship. lie was a lhr=ycar starter and a two
way end performer for the Gatorn, lie was elected captain of the 1958 team that played in the 
Gator Bowl and wu a member of 1he All-Sout!ieastcm Conforcnt-c team tll:11 same year. He 
was drafted by lht> Chicago Canllnal, of the Nati,mal l'm1bal) l.=gue and the Bn,tnn Patriots 
of the American foolba!l League. Hnwevcr, Fleming elected tu remain in college to complete work on hi~ degree and 
play baseball. As a senior, Fleming al~, was chrn<en captain of the Flnrida basc:haU team !hat won Ilic SEC diampi• 
onship and earned a berth in the NCAA tournament. In tlie spring nf 19.5'1, Fleming earned a degree as a construction 
engineer. When Paul Bmwn, owner-coach nf t!ic Cleveland Bmwns. traded for 1<1eming"s NFL rights, Fleming 
bypassed signing with the baseball Baltimore Orioles and decided to play profcssitmal f()(nball. Despite never having 
played defensive back, ltc started as a mokic witll the Bmwns at safely and made tlic NFL A!!-R<K)kie team in ]%0, 
After his thinl seasnn with tltc Bmwns, Fleming was mun.etl tu the All-NFL first team. In that olf-scas,m. while work• 
ing cm a consu-u.:tion jnb building al a hank in Floritl:i, Fleming wa,i killed in an electrical accident. Born fone I I, 
1937, Fleming was just 25 years old at the time of his passing. Despite having played just three 1<eaSCm$ with lhe 
Brnv.n11, he had such an impact on the franchise tliat tl1ey named lhcir practice fidd, Fleming Field, in his b<mor and 
retired Nn. 46, whkh wu.s hi~ numller.1l1c University of Florida named it.! in1ran1ural field. Acming Field. and the 
Florida Alumni Association established an awanl in his name thal is given annually to tl1e senior in any ~pc,rt 
exemplifying the bcsl lcaclcrship qualities. lie also was selected for induction into the University nfF1mJda·s Hall of 
Fame and is a member of the State ufl<1oritl:i's Athletic Hall of Fame. Shadyside High Scb<x,! retired his number (59) 
and named its alhlctk complex Fleming Fidd. 

Bob Kelley (Athlete - t961ls) 

Bob Kelk:, (Weir High School, Class of 1961). Kelley made lhe mo$1 of his gifted 
and speedy legs to carve his niche into the Weir High and OVAC record books in two 
sports. He was a star both on the gridiron and lhe track cinders for the Red Riders. 

Kelley - coached by the legendary Jim Carey - rushed for 2,730 yanls and 42 
career touchdowns. Kelley led Weir to a 10-1 seu.\'.tm and the West Virginia state 
championship in 1960. He gained 1,259 yards that year with 22 touchdowns. 

In the 40-0 rout of Nitru in the state championship game, Kelley was a one-man 
wrecking crew. He tal!ic<l four IDs and pasr;ed fur a fifth. 

Kelley was a\sc1 a twO"way starter as a junior for the Red Riders. He wa~ the second 
underclassmen in state history to receive the Kennedy Award {!959). !iesmwed each year on t11c s1a1c·s 
premier prep football player, and the first winner from the OVAC. The fin;t-team all-West Virginia and all
OVAC honoree captured the Wigwam and Scholastic Magaz.ine All-American honors as the Red Ridcr!i were 
ranked ] Ith nationally. He played in tlie OVAC AU-Star Game and left with Most Vuluablc Player accolades. 

Kelley also matle his mark in track his senior season. He established a Steel Valley League record uf CJ.95 
setxmds for the 100,yanl dash and an OVAC meet stamlani of JO.I seconds at the SaJIIC distuncc. 

He was \'oted most valuable perfonncr at the OVAC meet where he wun three gold medals and one silver. 
He went on to win four regional track titles and four more medals in the stute meet, including second place in 
the 100-yanl dash. 

After graduation from Weir, Kelley matriculatctl to Cameron Junior College in Oklahoma. He Jed the Aggies 
to the JUCO championship, beating Bak.cn;fie!d, 28-2(), in a game played In the Rose Bow!. Kelley Jed 
Cameron with 712 yards on the season.earning first-team all-Oklahoma Conference team honors. He Wits nlso 
Jumored un the 1961 Junior Collq,,c Helms Athletic Foundation All-American team as a first•team hal/bnck. 

He later attended Oklahoma State and Cu!oradu, but was sidelined dne to injuries. 

Gene Cattane (Athlete - t970s) 

GtntCallallt (St. Clairsville:: High Schonl,C!an of ]1)77). Catiline put together nn impres
si1·e fnnr-year career on the diamorul as a shcntstnp and pitcher for the Red Devib. 

Some 30 years later, he still ranks in Ohio's top ]fl in two statistical categories - No. 4 on 
the all-time carcerhll list with 172 and No. 7 in RBI with 145. In 109 varsity ganm1,Cat1ane"s 
cam:r numbc:rn alsc> included a batting average of .431 with 127 ruru scored. 19 home ruru. 
13 triples and 25 doubles. As a pi11:her, ltc compiled a 14-11 career rec:nnl. 

Uc wu a fonr-time alJ.Valley selection (sc:c<md team as a freshman and fir,;t team !he next 
three years. including serving as captain as a senior) and he was selected ro participate in four 
Eastcrn Ohio Baseball League AH-Star Games. Canane Wlll< also tabhccl fur the OhioAIJ·Star 
Series in Columbus, equivalent to gaining all.state ]mnors nt that time. 

As a senior, Cauane helped the Red Devib to the OVAC Class 3,A championship and a 23-'l overall record. He 
batted .478 (fifth in lhc: valley) with valley-leading trJtab of 54 hits, 10 home rum, 38 RBI and 3.'i runs scored. He 
also had four triple~, six tl<ruhle• and 16 stolen bases. On lhe muund, he Wall 6-2 witl1 a 1.73 E.R.A. in 52.2 innings. 
striking out 71 while walking 27 and allowing 31 hi(s. Canane'sjunior numbers included a .455 average (fifth in 1he 
OVAC) with valley bests in home ru1111 (II) and RBI (36) altmg with 40 hits. five doubles, tlrrcc triples and 26 runs 
scored. As a sophomore, he hit 349 with valley highs in home runs (<JJ and RBI (46) alcmg with 38 hit1, four dou
bles, three triples and 32 runs sc;orc<l, His freshman tt>tab inducled a .449 average (fourth in the OVAC) and valley
leading marks in hits (40) and runs scored (J4) along with ](} doubles, three triples. two home runs and 25 RBI. 

In addition to his high school exploits, Cattanc W:lll also a standontAmerican Lcgi(lfl player. He was named Ohio 
American Legion Pla}'CJ" of the Year in 1976 after leading Mainard Post 666 to a state rnnncr-np finish with a 28· 7 
record, hailing .350 for the seasun induding .433 in seven tournament games. He alsc, played for more than JO years 
with Maynard of the Ohio Valley Baseball League nntl was a perennial all-stm". 

Cattane. inducted intc>the St. C. Hall of Fame in 20:16.dietl in a coal mining accident on Sept. 10, 1'190 at the age 
of 31. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Leon (Athlete - 1970s) 

John Ltun (Brooke High School, Class of 1976). This Bruin starred in three sports, 
etching his name into the OVAC 11111111\s ai one of the premier football llnemen and track 
wi:ightmen ever to compete in the conference. 

Leon - who was also a standout grnpp\er at Brooke - was a two-way line star for 
the powerful Bruins, ellflling a myriad of all-st!IT accolades, including the 1975 Ken 
Hunt Awanl, going to the Lineman of the Year in West Virginia, making Leon the first 
OVAC winner of !he pres1lgim11 honor, 

Leon Jed Brooke to a 9-1 season en route to the OVAC champioushlp in his junior 
campaign before earning a\1--ronfen:nce and all-state laurels as a senior. The powerful 
Leon played in the 1976 OVAC All-Star game, captaining the Mountitineers to victory. 

He was just as impressh·e in track circles, rewriting the OVAC reoonl books in the shot put and discus. In 
the 1976 state meet, Leon launched the iron ball 59-1, breaking tlie W. Va, standard by some two feet. The 
rerord lasted two years before being eclipsed by future Olympian Randy Barnes. Leon won three state throw
ing titles, two in the shotput and one in the discus. 

Leon was also a force on the mats, compiling a 48-6 m:n-k as a junior and senior heavyweight. 
Upon graduation from Brooke, Lenn occepted II football scholarship to Notre Dame. He was a three-year 

letterman for the Fighting Irish as a guanl. The Irish won two Cotton Bowls and one Gator Bowl during his 
career at South Bend. Aller graduating from Notre Dame, he received his MD degree from West Virginia 
University in 1984. 

He hall been a radiologist for 20 yean.:. Heb the .i;nrn:nt president of Radiological Physicians Associates. 
He is past president of the West Virginia Radiological Society, past president of the Marion County Medical 
Society as well as past president of the Fairmont Field Club. 

Leon arnl his wife Marcy have bceo married for 22 years, They have four children: Joh1my, Camille, Isahella 
and Joseph. 

Anthony Reed (Athlete - 1980s) 

Anthony Rted (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1989). Reed left a lasting mark 
on the athletic scene both for the Putriolll and the OVAC, evident when he became the 
first person indm:ted into the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame in 1997 for his 
exploits in hasketba!l and track, 

On the basketball court, Reed was a two-time first team All-W.Va. Clas~ AAA selec
tiOII, sen•ing as captain as a junior. He was a two•time USA Today W.Va. Player ufthe 
Year and the Gatorade State Play~-:rofthe Year us a senior. He also gained first teamAII
OVAC and All-Valley accolades twice and was a tri-captain on The Intelligencer's all• 
decade lellm of the 1980~. 

The 6-4 wing scored 1,290 points in two seasons, including what still stands as a 
school•reconl 663 points (a 28 .9 per-game average) as II senior. He avcr.iged 11.5 rebounds per game that year 
uod also set what was then an OVAC-recurd 88 three-point goals as a senior. As a junior, Reed was selected 
to the West Virginia Class AM All•Tournament team. 

In tmck, the talented Reed was a stellar perfonner in the high jump, huni!es and relays. 
A two-time West Virginia Clan MA state champion in the high jump (including a meet-record 6 ft. 9 in. 

effort), he also set what was then a valley-record with a 6 ft. 11 in. leap. Reed placed second in the I 10...meter 
high hurdles at the slltte meet (14.65 seconds) and was on state championship relay teams to help Park finish 
a close second in the Class AAA state meet in 1989. 

The Park product also made hi!1 presence felt at the collegiate level, starting and lenering for three years at 
Cleveland State University. He scored I ,090 points (rnnking him 10th on the all-time CSU scoring list at the 
time), averaging 15.6 points per game us a senior to earn second team All-Mid Continent Conference acco
lades. As II junior, be averaged 13.2 points per game and received the Paul Stewan Award presented to the 
player whose unsuog contributions did the most to further Ute success of the teum. Reed also won the Mid• 
Continent Conference high jump championship as a junior. 

Chris Enochs (Athlew - 1990,) 

Chri1 En,n;h1 (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1994). Emichs ~xcellcd in three spo113 
for the Golden Bears, but it WM baseball where he would make hi! biggest impact. 

Enoc:hs' senior season diamond exploits earned him fin;t teum all-West Virginia Class 
AA accolades and he WM muned the "Player of the Year'' by both Gatorade and USA To,lay 
and was selected all the runner-up for thal honor by the W, Va. Sportswriters As~ociation. 

Also a first team u!J.QVAC Class J.A first teamer and ~Player of the Year" and an all
Valley first teamer uml "big &chool" captain, Enochs led the valley wilh 11 home runs and 
42 RBI while baiting .442. His pitching totals included a 6-4 reconl aml a J,22 E.RA. wilh 
106 strikeouts and 26 walb in 63 innings. He pitched a perfect game for Oak Glen against 
Toronto. 

On the basketball conrt, Enochs was first team all-OVAC and all-Valley and was an hnnomblc mention all-West 
Virginia Class AA choke. He averaged 19.2 poinb aml 13.2 rebounds per game as a senior and finished his career 
witl1 J ,()47 polnts. 

On the football field, Enochi earned fin;t team all-West Virginia Clas11 AA as a quarterback afier leading Oak 
Glen to ill! first.ever WVSSAC playoff appeararu:e. Also a first team a!J,OVAC Class 3-A 1111d a!l•Valley pick, he 
led the valley with 1,729 passing yards. 

Drafted by the Cleveland lmlians in 1994, Enochs opted for a scholanhip to West Virginia University where he 
became the Big East ~Pitcher of tl1e Year", first team AH-East Region and was a second team A!l•American pick 
by Baseball America, The Sporting News and the National Collegiate Baseball Writers. Named the leam's co
MVP, he was 12•1 on the mound wilh a 3.03 E.R.A. and JO complete games, including a no•hitter against 
Villanova. As a junior he was named the Big East Tnurnament'H MVP and Outstanding Pitcher. Enochs had 21 
wins, including 14 complete games, in his three-year Mounrnilicer career. 

Fullnwing hili junior year, he became the highest drafted player in OVAC history, selected No. 11 ln the first 
round by the OaklandAth!e!ks in 1997. The 6-3, ill•pound right-hander witli a 93-mile per hour fastball played 
nine seasons in the minor leagues, the first seven in the Oakland organization and then one yell!' each for Houston 
and Pittsburgh. He pitched in 250 games with a 45.52 record and a 4.91 E.R.A., posting 661 strikeouts whlle 
walking 380. He was a member of the Class AM Pacific Coa,t League champion Sacramento Rivercab nnd 
pla}'ed for the Puerto Rkan Winter League champion Ponce Leones. 

Enocht also played for Team USA, winning a 11ilver mOOal at the 2001 World Cup in Taiwan. 
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Jennifer Hyland Brown (Athlete. 1•so,J 
Jennifer Hyland Brown (River High Schon], Class of 1986 ). She ranks aniong the all

time greats in girlH' truck, having excelled at the conference, league and state levels of 
competition as a sprinter. 

In four years at OVAC Championship meets, Hyland scored II whopping 126 poinlll as 
River won two Class 2-A learn titles (1983 and '86) and finished as runner-up twice 
(1984 and '85). During her freshman, sophomore and junior years, she won the JOO, 200 
1111d 400-meteni and was on the winning 160().meter relay team. While as a senior, she 
won the 400 and 1600-relay and was ~econd in the 100 and 200. 

In stute meel competition, Hyland was the 400-meter rurmer-up 115 a freshman in 1983; 
first in the 400, second in the 100 and third in the 200 as a wphomore in 1984 (her 24 points single-handedly 
gave River a lhird place finish in the state); first in the 400 as a junior in 1985; and first in the 400 with a 
state-record time cif 55.65, 1111d on the sixth place 1600--meter relay team as a senior in 1986. 

Hylaml u!so sparkled in Ohio Valley Tmck League (OVTL) Championship meets for the Lady Piloto, 
winning the 200 and 400 al! four years while taking the 100 the lust three. 

She also enjoyed tremendous success in the Belmont County Relays, finishing as the top scorer as a 
sophomore after winning the 100,200 and 400; duplicating tlie top scorer feat as ajuniorby winning the &IIIlle 
three events (including u meet record in the 200); and scoring the sanie "triple" as a senior (bettering her mark 
in tlw 200). 

She was selected Alt"Ohio in the 400-meters uU four years by the Ohlo Association of Track lllld Cross 
Country Coaches. She was also nn All-Distrid and All-Valley honoree in multiple event,, In 1984, Hyland was 
named honorable mention High School All-America and in 1986, she WII!! invited to participate in the Midwest 
Mee! of Champions in Indiana, an event showcasing the best senior athletes from Ohin, Indiana and ll!inois. 

A member of the River High Schon! Wall of Fame, she received II sdmlanhip to run tr.u:k at West Virgiula 
University where she competed for uru, season. 

Jose Davis (Athlete - 1990s) 

Jan, DavU (Bellaire High School, Class of 19%). Davis put together some eye-popping 
numbers in botli football and basketball, e,irning him AH-Ohio recognition in both sports 
during his ,tellar career. 

Ou the gridiron, Davis was II three•year staner at quarterlmck, leading his team to a rccnnl 
of 3(1-5. As a senior, be led the Big Red!! to a third straight OVAC Class 3-A championship, 
first undefeated regular seasnn and first-ever OHSAA playoff appearance (Bdlaire 
advanced to the Division IV state chan1pionship gan,e, loslng a 50-44 double•OT thriller to 
Versailles). He finished the season 253-of-406 passing for 3,551 y~ 1111d 32 TOs while 
adding another 10 scores rushing. Davis earned AJl.Qhio Division IV Offensive Player of 
the Year hnnnrs and was runner-np for the pres!igious Mr. Football award as a senior. He 
alsorecei\'ed first team AH-Eastern District,A!l-OVAC Class 3-A undAl!-Valley big school accn!ades on multiple 
occasions. 1be talented signal.caller set BHS arecr reconb for most yards gained (7.306), pass attempts (790), 
pass completions (455), highest completion pen,1entage (55.7), passing yards (6,769) and TD pas1es (60). 

On the hardwood, D'Jvis started and lettered four years, racking np l ,457 points, 479 rebounds, 167 assists and 
151 steals (all ranking in the top five on the BBS career list). His a!l•nar accolades in baskelball lncluded fi~t team 
All-Ohio Division Ill, A!J.Eastem District, All-OVAC Class 3-A and AH-Valley blg school. He was also named 
third team All-American as a seninr. 

Alw a three-year kttem1an in baseball at Bellaire, Davis continued his Care<:r at Kent State Uni\'cnity. A three
year starter and letterman for the Golden Flashes in football, he put Up equally impressive numbers including 
single-gan,e recurd for most p.LSS attc:,mpts (59), completions (34) and TD passes (7); single-season m.,uks for 
o!fonsive yards (2,883), pass a!lempts (365), pass completions (194), p.LSSing yards (2,707) and TD pasBCs (32); 
and career rccord11 for offensive y~ (7,731), pa,sing yanls (6,722) and TD passes (52). He had a Mid-American 
Conference rerord 551 yards passing in 1997 against Central Florida and when he left KSU, he ranked !Otli in 
MAC history in passing yanls and was lhinl in TD passes. 

Davis also doubled il.'I point guanl on the Ktnl Sta«: ha11ketball team in 1997•98. 
f'rofeA'lionally, Davis played for die Wim1ipeg Blue Bombers of the Canadian Football League io 2000 1111d 2001; 

for the Ohio Val!ey Greyhounds of the National Imloor Football League in 2002, leading tbe team to the league title 
by passing for 1,668 yanl, and 37 TDs and eaming champiuuship game MVP honors: for the Indiana Firebinb of 
the Arena football League in 2003, the Colorado Cruih in 2(K)4 aml 2(K)5; and the GrJml Rapids Rampage in 2006. 

OVAC Museum 
Seeks Memorabilia 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation's 
largest high school conference with 46 member 
schools, has established an OVAC Museum to dis
play memorabilia from its member schools - past 
and present - and is currently seeking additional 
display items. Each school will have a display case 
for its trophies, photographs and other items to 
showcase its athletic history. For more information, 
call the OVAC office at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer 
concourse of WesBanco Arena before you leave 
tonight's OVAC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2004 or their representatives Include, front 
row left to right, Naocy Mumley (acceptlng for 
the late Samuel A. Mumley), Gladys Vao 
Horne (acceptlug for the late Bill Vau Home), 
Betty Pokas (ncceptlng for the late Cal Pokas), 
Jim Fotl, Linda Beisel (acceptlng for the late 
Rlcbard L. Potts), aod Martha Reese (accept
ing for the late Evau Reese). Second row, Jim 
Murroy (acceptlng for the late A. Wilson 
Murrny), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, Bill 
Mazeroskl, Dr. AI Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alau Hornyak aod Rayna 
Wllllams (accepting for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (acceptlng for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Bnnnebs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford aod Stepbanle Petho. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2005 or their representatives Include, front 
row left to right, Matt Mumley (acceptlng for 
the late Rody Mumley),Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strnger (acceptlng for the late 
George Stroger), Bob Burton and John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kay Zltzelsherger (ncceptlng for the late 
Walter Hell), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the 
late Alex Grom), June Paull (accepting for 
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood 
aud Terry Snively. Third row, John 'Fuzzy' 
F1.1Hez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher, 
Courtney Redmao (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), nod Matt Gaudio. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D'lnnocente 
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard 'Lefty' 
Hall, Paul 'Bud' Billiard nod Dave Pugh (rep
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gain, Phil Niekro, John Magistro (represent
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hmnmell nod Harry 
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) nnd Bill West. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Membel1i of the OVAC Holl of Fame Class of 
2007 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Redway, 
Earl Klevins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner; 
second row, Bad Carplco (representing Joe 
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwaln (representing 
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Rober! 
'Bo' McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane 
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown, 
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs. 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lou 'The Toe' 
Groza 

Clarke 
Hinkle 

Calvin 
Jones 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923) 
One of only threel3-letter winners in football, basketbaU, basebaJI and track at Wheeling High, he was an nJl-state football end and scored 54 points inn basketball game 

as n freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-letter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to earn his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 nod Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combined 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five stnte titles in seven trips to the fioals. lbe 1938 and 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other state titles were woo in 1936, 1940 
and 1943. Tile '40 and '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 yeani - six at Benwood Union nn<l eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of 
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, und nt Wheeling in 1934 nnd 1937. The '34 team was 
unbeaten but twice tied. 

He also was a top-flight football official for several years and active in state coaches and officials' organlzntions. 
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls or Prune - West Vrrginia Sports, Upper Ohio VaHey Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Class of 1952) 
A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attrncted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines and 

major newspapers. Two books were written on his career. 
The &.9, 190-poundcr played only one season at Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from lronda]e. In 1952, he scored TI6 points in 25 games 

with 31-polnt average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville Jost only to 28-1 record stnte runner-up 
Steubenville and lumdcd W. Va. Oass B champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per 
game average. He scored 116 vs. &hland Junior College. In 1954, be averaged 46.5 points nod scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. lbe schedule included wins over Wake 
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and grunes in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditoriwn. 

The NAIA Hall or Pruners left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and toor with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the Ea.stem and ABL pro leagues before 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Feny High School, Class of 1942) 
TIM! Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setting professiorull football placekicker, but he was much more. 
In high school, he was a three-sport standout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He was center, and the stnte tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 state Class A title. He ulso was a tackle on the 10.()..1 record 1941 football team whlch claimed nn Ohio co-championship after a 14-14 tie with 
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Oroz.a, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played football as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns whlch ended in I %7. 
When he retired, he was pro football's all-time leading scorer with only one 1D and 1,609 point.9. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had 

conversion streak of 134 nod scored in 107 straight games.1be Lou Groza Award is given annuaJly to college football's top placekick.er. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offen.sive tackle, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams. 
The Pro Football and Upper Ohio VaJley Dapper Dan Han of Farner had his jersey No, 76 retired by the Browns, A portion or Route 7 is nnmed for him in Martins Ferry. 

Clarke Hinkle (foronto High School, Class of 1926) 
This versatile early era football player left such an impression on his aJmn mater tfmt the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor. 
The 5-11, 195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame cluss, and in the National Football 

League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fume. He's u1so a member or the Hans of Prune for College Football nnd the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East-West Game 
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer stnr was one of the most versatile plnyers in the Notional Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-plocekicker, and 
wus cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking nnd tackling. 

Hinkle was first or second team aJl-league all ID seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Tune Two-Way team selected in 1994. One or the Packer 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totals now rnnk sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career points 
and averaged 40.8 yards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best known for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 record nod Ohio Oass A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

tewn its only two looses. 
In football, the All-Ohio lineman 5eJected the University of Iowa over Ohio State nod went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America 

teams nt guard, including a reconl 15 in 1954. A<; team captain, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman und became one of only two 
consensus AII-Americu picks at Iowa, where he played both offerue and defense. 

A member of the College Footba11 and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he wos inducted into the first Iowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the 
All-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No, 62 wos retired by Iowa, one of only two at the school. 

He Willi the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Illustrnted. 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2006 
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Mehen 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or Who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bernie Allen (East LiveipOOI High School, Class of 1957) 
A 10---letter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was 11 quarterback-plocekicker for the S.-2 record 1956 football team; 11 regular basketball player on team which upset 

unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament; and an all-stnte baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Baseball Game and wns on winning Ohio footbaJI 
team in annua1 Ohio-West Vuginin All-Stnr Grune. 

At Purdue University, he earned six letters as football quarterback nnd basebaJI shortstop and wns team MVP in both sports and AU-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned National Football Back of Weck honors from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio State. He was Purdue's Outstanding 

Senior Athlete for 1960-61. 
Allen signed a pro basebaJI contract in 1%1 with the Minnesota 'l\vin.s. After spending one year in the mioor leagues at Clmrlotte, N.C., he went on to a 12-year major 

league career from I %2-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yllflkees and MontreaJ ExJX)S. In I 962, he was runner-up to the Yllllkees • Tom Trcsh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962. In I 972, he hit three home runs in the Ha11 of Prune game in Cooperatown, N .Y. 

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall und was n charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of 
Fume. He's also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dnpper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Frune. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport performer in football, basketball nnd baseball for the Orange Knights and enrned All-Valley and Alt-State honors as a senior football back. 
Craft played footbaJI, baseball IIOd ran track at the University of Alabama, where he was a two-way back regular in football and earned second team All-Southeastern 

Conference hooors. 
Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Engles of the National Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner and Will, selected to the 

All-Tune Eagles' Team. He played on Engles' teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947. He was named to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and 
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game ogainst the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point kicks 
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950. 

Croft is credited as the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plnstic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two sea'iOllS as a player-assistant coach \1/ith the 
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD return, 
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams. 

Craft is inducted into the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame nod the Upper Ohio Valley Dllppcr Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-sport standout at Llnsly and Bethany College, An All-Valley football player, he also scored 

an unhemtl-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a rare total in the center jump, low-scoring em. 
From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football teruns scheduled top-notch programs from three states and went 166--35-13 including a 111-JO 

mark: vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the first-ever WVSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that school year, be coached the 1950 baseball team 
to its second state one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketball team lost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten WhceUng High, which went on to 
win the championship. He was selected West Vrrginia "Coach of the Yenr'' for high school and college all sports. 

In basketball, be guided Weir to a 370-127 record and six state toumnment berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942. 
Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fume, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio 

Valley Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a 
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor. 

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team all-state basketball three straight yenra, be led the Wildcats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0 

record in 1938. 
During those three years that be was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 654 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 career 

gnmes with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era. 
He later earned All-America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the Univer..ity ofTenncssee, whe~ he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference 

championship. After serving in World War II, where be was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears nnd Toledo Jeeps. 
He wns inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Frunc in 19n. 

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School, Class of 1935) 
He was an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the hlgh-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state trnck 

meet whc.rc be won three gold medals. He timed 102 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit 
At Marshall CoUcge, he was one of the first guards to nm the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Little All-America honors 

while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two 
Mid America Conference titles. 

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Oticago which featured the nntion's best pro teams including the Harlem Olobettottcr... 
He wm; a 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fnme and is a member of foor other hulls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

/heir school became a member of the conference. 

Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a first team AII-W.Va. basketball honoree as 11 senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 

finals. As a junior, he helped the lronmen to a stnte tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 23-2. 
At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the NationaJ Invitation Tournament championship in New York's 

Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed
ed last in the eighHeam event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, nod Western 
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finnls. The team's only 6-footer was the tenm's lending rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to u 45-20 record. 

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Ruese in the anned services, Boric served as interim coach and guided WVU to 11 14-7 record, He then went on to 
coach high school basketbull for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 games. 

A member of the AU-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class und is 11 W. Vu. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak(Bellaiie High School, Class of 1931) 
The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds' career and earned All-Eastern Ohio and AU-Valley honors before becoming the 

first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selectedAJI-Americu 
by the A-A board, The Associnted Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displnyed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a IO-foot pictorial 
banner above the front entrance to the City Building. 

In the second National Football league Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrnk. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was 
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Carney (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952) 
A IO-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football running back plnyed in only one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob McFarren. Wintersville, however, didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Carney accepted 11 scholarship to Ohio University. 
As a sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid Americll.D Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military 

service, 
Afterretuming,he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors ns a senior. He held the NCAA 

220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won 
the conference 100-yard crown with n 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he clnimed all or parts of five school individuul or relay records. 

Carney was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for n job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
meets. He earned n spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won 11 silver medal at 200 meters. 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters nnd earned 11 spot on the U.S. terun for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finuls, 
be earned n silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livia Berutti ofltaly, who set an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds. Carney's time of 20.6 
would have won every previous Olympic finul including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley and All-West Virginin football lineman who went on to earn nutional fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He pluyed for 

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pitt, he was selected team captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and earned All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
The 1934 Pitt terun was ncclnimed national champions. The three-year lettennnn played on Panther teums with a combined 24-3-2 record. 

He ulso played in the East-West Shrine Game a.Jong with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, a future U.S. president. 
Hartwig becnme n nationul hero when he was pictoriuJly featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley nthlete so honored. 
He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Mnrtins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school's only All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931) 
He earned 10 letters in three sports - football, basketball and baseball - and was an AU-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred 

Thomas. He led the 1930 football team ton 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He ulso the MVP of the county basketball tournament. 
After spending n year nt Kiski Prep in Snltsburg, Pn., the 6-foot,-186-pounder became a three-year starter ut Stanford University and pluyed on the famed 

"'Vow Boys" team - so named for vowing not to lose to Southern Culifornin during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat
ed USC three times and compiled n 25-4-2 record while becoming the first terun to piny in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice nod Moscrip, 
a two-wny end and placek.icker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He ulso played in the East-West Shrine Game. 

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member of the All-Time Stanford team, be was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame. 
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Embarks on 66th Year 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing, 
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman 
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference's first 
president. 

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate aud promote a more 
lucrative program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley. 

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the 
United States. A total of 45 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 17,000 
athletes in the various competitive athletic areas. 

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of 
all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship, 
scholarship, and sportsmauship within the conference. 

Current OVAC Member Schools 
Paden City 
Zanesville Bishop Rosecrans 
Bishop Donahue 
Weirton Madonna 
St. John Central 
Conotton Valley 
Beallsville 
Bridgeport 
Valley 
Toronto 
Cameron 
Shadyside 
Frontier 
Linsly . 
Wellsville 

Steubenville Catholic Central 
Caldwell 
River 
Shenandoah 
Wheeling Central Catholic 
Monroe Central 
Buckeye Trail 
Fort Frye 
Barnesville 
Magnolia 
Bellaire 
Tyler Consolidated 
Union Local 
Martins Ferry 
St. Clairsville 
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Meadowbrook 
Oak Glen 
Harrison Central 
Indian Creek 
Steubenville 
Weir 
Edison 
East Liverpool 
Buckeye Local 
Beaver Local 
Cambridge 
Zanesville 
Brooke 
John Marshall 
Wheeling Park 
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