
BUBBA KAPRAL, 
right, was presen•
ed With the Bill Van 
Horne Wheeling 
News Register 
OVAC Coach of the 
Year award during 
Monday's annual 
OVAC Banquet of 
Champ ons held at 
WesBanco Arena m 
Wheeling. Pictured 
with Kapral is 
OVAC Executive 
Secretary Tom 
Rataiczak. Kapral 
led his St. John 
Central girls track 
team to the Division 
111 state champi
onship last year. 
Kapral had been a 
finalist for the 
award two other 
times and became 
only the third track 
coach and first girls' 
track coach to win 
the award. 
Additional images 
may be found at 
cu. timesleaderonlin 
e.com 

T-L Photos/SETH 
STASKEY 

Kapral captures OVAC honor 
• Long-time St. John coach becomes first girls honoree in track 
By JIM ELLIOTT 
For The Times Leader 

St. John Central girls· track and 
field coach Robert • 'Bubba .. Kapral 
knew he was up again:-.t ~ome tough 
competition as one of the five final
ists for the Wheeling News
Rcgister/Bill Van Horne OVAC 
Coach of the Year Award during the 
23rd Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference Banquet of Champions 

'I was shocked, 
stunned and hum
bled.'' 
-SJC 's Bubba Kapral 

on Monday night at We\Banco ------------
Arena in downtown Wheeling. 

Grouped in with Wheeling 
Central girls' ba~ketball coach Penn 
Kurtz. Wheeling Central football 
coach Mike Young. Wheeling Park 
boys· cross country coach Michael 
Jebbia. and St. Clairwille football 
coach Brett McLean. Kapral wa~n·t 
,ure where he stood. 

In the end. it \\'a:-, at the top. a:-, 

Kapral wa-; ~elected for the pre..ri 
!!ious honor and given a ~tandint? 
<)\'ation b, the !arie crowd in alien-_ 
dance. , -

"I wa\ !>hoded. ,tunned. and 
humbled ... he ~aid. "When they run 

through the ,cope of th i~. there· s 
(roughly) 500 head coaches in the 
OVAC. They p,lrC lt to five. That'sa 
great honor in its own rite." 
- Kapral had twice previously been 
a finalist for the award. 

"Once you get to the final frve. 
that·-; an honor in it~elf. You don·t 
expect to win it. You have Mike 
Young winning all those \late title~. 
Penn Kurt'/. who I thought did a 
trcmendou, job thi\ )C,i r. -
Belie,e me. it wa~ numbin!!. It's hke 
when you win the state title ihclf. 

See, COACH, Page B2 

BEALLSVILLE'$ JIMMY Reisz was a double win
ner during Monday's annual OVAC Banquet of 
Champions. Reisz officially received the Bierkorette 
Award he won during January's. OVAC Wrestling 
Tournament and he received the Matt Salsberry 
\1'/,..oc:.-tlinn ~rhnl~r~hin 
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Bellaire St. John track coach Bubba Kapral, center, is pictured with The Intelligencer/Wheeling News-Register 
Ohio Sports Editor Shawn Rine, left, and West Virginia Sports Editor Jim Elliott, right, at the OVAC Banquet of 
Champions on Monday at WesBanco Arena. Kapral was awarded the Wheeling News-Register/Bill Van Horne 
OVAC Coach of the Year award. 

He's the One 
St. John's Kapral 
honored as the top 
coach in OVAC 

By JIM ELLIOTT 
W.Va. Sports Editor 

Bellaire St. John Central girls' track 
and field coach Robert ·'BubbJ" Kaprnl 
knew he was up against some tough 
competition as one of the five finalists 
for the Wheeling News-Register/Bill 
Van Horne OYAC Coach of the Year 
Award during the 23rd Ohio Valley Ath
letic Conference Banquet of Champions 
on Mondav ni!!ht at We\Ranco Arena in 
downtown· Wh~eeling. 

Grouped in with Wheeling Central 
girls' basketball (.'Oach Penn Kurtz. 
Wheeling Central football coach Mike 
Young. Wheeling Park boys· cross coun
try coach Michael Jebbia. and St. 
Clairsville football coach Brett McLean. 
Kapral wasn ·, -;ure where he stood. 

In the end. it wa, at the top. as Kapral 
was selected for the prestigious honor 
and given a standing ovation by the large 
crowd in attendance. 

··1 was shocked. stunned. and hum
bled.'' he said. "When they run through 
the scope of this. there·s (roughly) 500 
head coaches in the OV AC. They pare it 
lo five. That's a great honor in its own 
rite.·· -

Kapral had twice previou-;I), been a 
finalists forthe award. 

··once you get to the final five. that's 
an honor 111 itself. You don't expect to 
win it. You have Mike Young winning 
all those state titles. Penn Kurtz. who I 
thought did a tremendous job this year. 
Believe me. ii wa~ numbing. 

··It's like when you win the stale title 
itself. you ju,t don ·1 know if it's reality 
yet. .. 

That·:-. part of the rea~on Kapral was a 
finalist for the award. ~cause he and his 
St. John girls· team reached the pinnacle 
of their spoIt la~t spring. After back-to
back state runner-up fini-;he~ in Ohio's 

Division Ill. Kapral's group won the 
2007 state title. -

That's a rnrilv among OVAC track 
programs. as they joined -St. Clairsville· s 
1979 girls' team as the only Ohio Valley 
teams to win Ohio's biggest prize. 

• ·The one thing that spoke volumes 
about our program was that we were 
state runner-ups. stale runner-ups. then 
winning the state title." Kapral said. "In 
Ohio. that's tough to do. In Ohio. it's 
only been done -one other time (by an 
OVAC program) ... it's a nice accom
plishment. It's eight girls scoring and 
assistant coaches doing great things.·· 

Kapral also knows T1·s tough. for a 
track coach. to !lain notice in a footbal l 
and basketball-crazed area, and he 
thanked the OV AC comminee for recoc-
nizing what his team accomplished. -

"Obviously rm biased ... he said ... I 
ran track in college and high school. and 
!'Vt: coached it for 20 ye,~rs so I would 
like to think track i\ a major sport." 

Plea1·e See ONE, Pa~e /6 
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you just don't know if it's 
reality yet." 

That's part of the reason 
Kapral was a finalist for the 
award, becau~e he and his St. 
John girls' team reached the 
pinnacle of their sport last 
spring. After baclHo-back 
state runner-up finishes in 
Ohio's Division III, Kapral's 
group won the 2007 state 
title. 

That's a rarity among 
OV AC track programs, as 
they joined St. Clairsville's 
1979 girls' team as the only 
Ohio Valley girls teams to 
win Ohio's biggest prize. 
The Shadyside boys also laid 
claim to the title in ! 976. 

"The one thing that 
spoke volumes about our 
program was that we were 
state runner-ups, state run
ner-ups, then winning the 
state title," Kapral said. ''In 
Ohio, that's tough_ to do. In 
Ohio, it's only been done 
one other time (by an OV AC 
program) ... it's a nice 
accomplishment. It's eight 
girls scoring and assistant 
coaches doing great things." 

Kapral also knows it's 
tough, for a track coach, to 
gain notice in a football and 
~asketball -crazed area, and 
he thanked the OV AC com
mittee for recognizing what 
his team accomplished. 

"Obviously I 'm biased," 
he said. "I ran track in col
lege and high school, and 
I've coached it for 20 years 
so I would like to think track 
is a major sport.·' 

Can his girls' repeat that 
top-shelf performance? 

"We had eight girls score 
in the (2007) state track 
meet,'' Kapral pointed out. 
"Well five of them are still 
out there - Natalie 
Perzanowski, Kelly 
Perzanowski, Justene 
Delman, Kylie Kidder, and 
Alexis Campbell. All of the 
'prime timers' from last year 
are back, so if we stay 
healthy. you know you're to 
be in the mix again, and 
that's all you can hope for. 
And we like to think we will 
be." 

Kapral, the managjng edi
tor of The Times Leader and 

a former sports writer and 
sports editor at the newspa
per. has a unique perspective 
on Van Horne, the longtime 
Wheeling News-Register 
.Sports Editor for whom the 
award is named. 

"When I started, Bill Van 
Horne and Cal Pokas were 
the two idols," Kapral said. 
• 'Track and Field was big to 
Bill Van Home. He was pas
sionate about track. It was 
like football and basketball. I 
had a great relationship with 
him, both working-wise 
along with coaching. He was 
a heavyweight.'' 

During a 20-year career, 
Kapral's teams have won 11 
OV AC crack championships, 
including the past seven in a 
row on the girls' side an 
OVAC record. He has been 
named the Eastern District 
Coach of the Year in each.of 
the past five years, and he 
has coached I 3 state gold 
medalists and seven 
Division-I athletes. 

Also awarded during the 
banquet were 44 .scho!ar
ships were awarded 

One------
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Can his girls' repeat that 
top-she If performance? 

"We had eight girls score 
in the (2007) state track 
meet," Kapral pointed out. 
"Well five of them are still 
out there - Natalie 
Perzanowski, Kelly 
Perzanowski, Justine Del
man, Ky lie Kidder, and 
Alexis Campbell. "All of the 
•·prime timers' from last year 
are back, so if we stay 
healthy, you know you're to 
be in the mix again, and 
that's all you can hope for. 
And we like to think we will 
be." 

Kapral, the managing edi
tor of the Times Leader and 
a former sports writer and 
sports editor at the newspa
per, has a unique perspective 
on Van Home, the longtime 
Wheeling News-Register 
Sports Editor for whom the 
award is named. 

"When I started, Bill Van 
Hl.lrne and Cal Pokas were 

the two idols," Kapral said. 
"Track and Field was big to 
Bill Van Horne. He was 
passionate abou~ track. It 
was like football and basket
ball. I had a great relation
ship with him, both work
ing-wise along with coach
ing. He was a heavy
weight." 

During a 20-year career, 
Kapral's teams have won 11 
OV AC track champi
onships, including the past 
seven in a row on the girls' 
side - an OV AC record. 
He has been named the 
Eastern District Coach of 
the Year in each of the past 
five years, and he has 
coached 13 state gold 
medalists and seven Divi
sion-I athletes. 

Also awarded during the 
banquet were 44 scholar
ships presented to students
athletes who were recog
nized for their abilities on 
the field and in the class
room. 
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OVAC Coach ·or the Year Finalists Named 
Kurtz, Kapral, Jebbia, Young an~ McLean in running for Wheeling News-Register/Bill Van Home honor By J™ ELLIOTT 

W.Va. Sports Editor 
With roughly 500 varsity 

head coaches in 46 Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
High Schools all experienc
ing various levels of success 
in a given year, it's not easy 
:o narrow the nominees for 
:he Wheeling News-Regis
:er/ Bill Van Horne OV AC 
:oach of the Year A ward 
jown to five. 

A :, with any prestigious 
1ward. someone who is 
ieserving is invariably going 
o be left out. 

That ' s what makes the 
lccomplishments of Wheel
ng Central girls' basketball 

Kurtz 

coach Penn Fl 
Kurtz, Bel- ~ 
laire St. 
John Cen
tral girls ' 
track and 
field coach 
Robert 
"Bubba" 
Kapral, 
Wheeling 
Central 

football coach Mike Young. 
Wheeling Park boys' cross 
country coach Michael Jeb
bia. and St. Clairsville foot-

Kapral 

award by a 
panel of 
media and 
OVAC 
B o a r d 
members. 

Capsules 
of each 
coach's 
accom
plishments 
follow: 

Penn Kurtz 
Wheeling Central 
girls' basketball 

ball coach Brett McLean that 
much more meaningful, as 
they've been selected as the 
five finalists for this year' s 

Kurtz certain·ly had his 
work cut out for him when, 
after a blistering start, 
Wheeling Central lost Kara 

Jebbia 

Desantis , 
one of its 
top players. 
to a knee 
injury. 
After an 8-
1 begin
ning, the 
Maroon 
Knights 
lost their 

. next two 
games, then went 14-1 the 
rest of the way. That includ
ed a victory in the West Vir
ginia Class A state champi
onship game - the school's 
second state title under 
Kurtz. 

" We went from winning 

by a lot to 
winning by 
a little bit. " 
Kurtz said 
of Desan
tis' injury. 

Still, 
Kurtz put 
together 
what might 

Young have been 
his bes t 

work in his 15th season at 
the helm of the program. 

During the season-ending 
run. Central ' s only loss was 
to Barnesville in the OV AC 
Tournament semifinals. 

Kurtz has led Wheeling 
Central to 14 sectional titles 

McLean 

in his 15 
seasons and 
13 Region 
One titles. 
His teams 
have fin
ished as the 
state run
ner-up five 
times. 

Mike Young 
Wheeling Central football 

Young was recently select
ed as the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Man of the 
Year. 

See, Finalists. Page 8 4 
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He ha\ a rernrd of 38 4 in 
three ,ca,on, a, head coach 
,II Wheclllll! Central. 111clud
ing three W~.Va. Clm,\ A ,tatc 
title, and an ovt:rall active 
winmnl! ~trcak ol ::n con,ec
utive game,. 

Prior to rcturnmg to h1, 
alma mater a, an a\~i,tant 
coach under the late Jim 
Thoma!>. Young was the head 
coach at SI. Cla1r~v11le tor 
nme :,,ea~on~. where he com 
piled ., record of 5 1-42. H L, 
mcr.111 career recurd I\ 89-
4.'i (.6641. 

Among hh acrnmpli:,,h
mcnl\. he v.a, named the 
Eastern Dl',ll'lct Coach of 
,·e,lr three lllllC\ - 1989. 
'90, and ·91: hi\ teams won 
OVAC champio11,h1p~ 111 
1989. ·90. and 2007: he wa~ 
named the Big Sca,on Sports 
Coach or the Year in 2005 
and • 06: hi~ teams won ~late 
champiom,hip~ 111 2005. ·06. 
and '07. includin!.! back -to
back perfect ,e:N>11,: and he 
v. a, the runner-up for la~t 
year's OV AC Coach of the 
Year award. 

Brett McLean 
St. Clairsville football 

McLean. a Arookc Hil!11 
and Mount Union !.!radu:1tc. 
learned the ~ame fl1>m some 
of the bc:--t ~in Paul •· Bud" 
81ll1ard and Larry Kehres. 
re,pectivcly. 

It's clear from his work 
earlv 111 his career. he was 
payiiig attention. McLean has 
led St. Clairwille to back-to
back Ohio Division IV play
off appearances. including its 
f1r~1 perfect regular season 
\im:e 1986. in 2007. 

For his efforts. he was 
namc<l The lnlcllil!encer. 
Times Leader. Eastern Dis
trict. and Big Season Sports 
Coach of Year. McLean was 
an ass,~tant coach on the 
South squad of the Ohio 
'-Jorth South Clas~ic. which 
defeated the North 55-6. the 
largest margm of victory in 
game hb,tory. He was also 
the head coach of the 2007 
Rudy Mumlcy OVAC All
Siar Clas~ic. which his Ohio 
team won 7-6. SI. Clairsville 
clo\ccl lhc ~cason as Division 
IV. Region 15 runner-ups: 
Buckeye 8 Champions: and 
an Ohio AP rankinl! of sixth 

•in Division IV. ~ 
In six seasons at St. 

Clairsville. he·s compiled a 
record of 40-24. 

Buhha Kapral 
St. .John Central 

Girls' Track 
Kapral is in his 20th sea

son in charge of the St. John 
Central track and field pro
grams. and at the moment. 
none have been better than 
last season. That's when 
Kapral· s lalcnted charges. 
who had been knocking at 
the door for three seasons. 
blew it open and won the 
Ohio Division Ill state cham
pionship. 

The Irish were slate run
m:111ps in 2005 and '06. 

Kaprars teams have won 
1 I OV AC track champi
onships. including the past 
seven in a row on the girls' 
side. 

He has been named the 
Eastern District Coach of the 
Year in each of the past tive 
years. and he has coached I 3 
state gold medalists and 
seven Division-I athletes. 

Kapral was a four-year 
track lenerman at Bethany 
College. 

Michael Jebbia 
Wheeling Park 

Boys' Cross Country 
In his fourth season back 

at his alma mater. Jebbia led 
his runners to the 2007 West 
Virginia Class AAA state 
cros\ country championship 
last fall. the school's first 
since 1986. That was one 
season after he led them 10 a 
runner-up finish in 2006. He 
coached both the boys· and 
girls· teams to OVAC cham
pionships in 2006. with the 
boys· repeating the feat in 
2007. The girls' had a three
year nm end after winning a 
conference title from 2004-
06. 

Led by individual state 
champion and Tennessee 

recruit Ryan Beabout. 
Wheeling Park had four all
state runners in Kyle Gram-
1 ic h (5th at state meet): 
Courtney Yaeger (4th). and 
Logan Wojcik (9th) between 
the two teams. 

On the boys· side, Jebbia 
will welcome back 5 of 7 
athletes. losing Beabout and 
Brandon Janesczko. 

Other members of Park's 
team are Jason Bennett. who 
finished I 7th at the state 
meet. Russell Mulley, and 
Ethan Casey. 

Wheelin!.! Park has had all 
five guys make the all-
OV AC team the last two sea
sons. with Yaeger making the 
!.!rade on the girts· side each 
of the last three years. 



OVAC Coach of the Year finalists set 
By JIM ELLIOTT 
For The Times Leader 

With roughly 500 v,1r,1ty head 
co,tchcs in 46 Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference High Schools all cxperienc
mg various levels of ,uccess 111 a given 
}'Car. it', not ea,y to narro,, the nomi
nee, for the Wheeling News
Rcl!i,tcr/Bill Van Horne OV AC Coach 
of the Year A,, ard dcm n 10 fi vc. 

A, with any pre,tigiou, award. some
one who is de,ervmg i, mvariably going to 
he left ou1. 

That's what makes the accomplishments 
of Wheeling Central girb • basketball coach Penn Kurt/ Bellaire SI. John Central girls' 
track coach Robert "Bubba" Kapral. 
Whcelinl! Central football coach Mike 
Young. Wheeling Park boys· cross country coach Michael Jcbbia. and St. Clairsville 

football coach Breit McLean that much 
more meaningful. as they've been selected as the five finalists for this year·-. award by 
a panel of media and OV AC Board mem
bers. 

Capsules of each coach's accomplish
ments follow: 

Penn Kurtz 
Wheeling Central girls' basketball 

Kurtz certainly had his work cul out for 

him when. after a blistering ~tart. Wheeling 
Central lo~t Kara DeSantis. one of ,1~ top player,. to a knee injury. After an 8-1 
beginning. the Maroon Kmghts lost their 
next two game~. then went 14-1 the re~t of 
the way. That included a victory in the West Virginia Class A ')late championship 
game - the ~chool', ~econcl state title 

See, OVAC, Page 82 
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under Kurlz. 
··we went from winning by a lot to win

ning by a li11le bit," Kurtz said of Desantis' 
iajury. . 

Still, Kurtz pul together what might have 
heen his best work in his I 5th season at the 
helm of the program. During the season
ending run. Central's only loss was I? 
Barnesville in the OV AC Tournament semi
finals. 

Kurtz has led Wheeling Central to 14 
sectional titles in his 15 seasons and 13 
Region One titles. His teams have finished 
as the state runner-up five times. 

Mike Young 
Wheeling Central football 

Young, recently selecJed as the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year, 
has a record of 38-4 in three seasons as head 
coach at Wheeling Central, including three 
W.Va. Class A state titles and an overall 
active winning streak of 33 consecutive 
games. 

Prior to returning to his alma mater as an 
assistant coach under the late Jim Thomas, 
Young was the head coach at St. Clai_rsville 
for nine seasons, where he compiled a 
record of 51-42. His overall career record is 
89-45 (.664). 
Among his accomplishments, he was named 
the Eastern District Coach of year three 
times - 1989, '90, and '9 I; his teams won 
OVAC championships in I 989, '90, and 
2007; he was named the Big Season Sports 
Coach of the Year in 2005 and ' 06; his 
teams won state championships in 2005, 
'06, and '07, including back-to-back perfect 
seasons; and he was the runner-up for last 
year's OVAC Coach of the Year award. 

Brett McLean 
St. Clairsville football Coach 

McLean, a Brooke High and Mount 
Union oraduate, learned the game from 
some or°the best in Paul "Bud" Billiard and 
Larry Kehres, respectively. . . 

It's clear from his work early 111 his 
career, he was paying attention. McLean h~s 
led St. Clairsville to back-to-back Ohio 
Division IV playoff appearances, including 
its first perfect regular season since I 986, in 
2007. 

For his efforts, he was named The 
Intelligencer, Times Leader, Eastern 
District, and Big Season Sports Coach of 
Year. McLean was an assistant coach on the 

.South squad of the Ohio North South 
Classic, which defeated the North 55-6, the 
largest margin of victory in game history. 
He was also the head coach of the 2007 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star C\ass_ic, 
which his Ohio team won 7-6. St. Clairsvrlle 
closed the season as Division IV, Region 15 
runner-ups; Buckeye 8 Champions; and an 
Ohio AP ranking of sixth in Division IV. 

In six seasons at St. Clairsville, he's com
piled a record of 40-24. 

Bubba Kapral 
St. John Central girls' track 

Kapral is in his 20th season in charge of 
the St. John Central track and field pro
grams, and at the moment, none have been 
belier than last season. That's when Kapral's 
talented charges, who had been knocking at 

OVAC Banquet of 
Champions Monday 

The annual OVAC Banquet of 
Champions is slated for Monday at 
WesBanco Arena, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
All of the senior members and captains Qf 
the respective teams along with their 
coaches are invited a~ championship ban
ners are passed out at this time. 

Along with the recognizing of the 
champions, some 35 scholarships, total
ing more than $27,000 in financial 
rewards will be presented at this time. 

The list of scholarships include: 
Kroger (2) i Pepsi-Cola (2 ), Bodkin 
Wilson & Kozicki Co. Soccer, Douglas 
Pi!ney Memorial Golf, OVAC Softball, 
Ohio Valley Football. Officials, Samuel A. 
Mumley, WesBanco (2), OV AC Boosters 
(8 ), Scholastic Sport$ Marketing, Clare 
Kap~al Track, Henry Lazasz Basketball 
(2), Richard Potts Basketball (2), Stephen 
E. Hanning Memorial, Deluca Realy 
Volleyball, OV AC Cheerleader (2), 
Wrestling (5), OV AC Baseball and 
OV AC Basketball Coaches Clinic. 

A long with the rewards for the stu
dents, the official presentation of the 
Dave Bierkorette Award, which is pre
sented to the Most Outstanding Wrestler 
from the giant Ron Mauck OV AC 
Wrestling Tournament held this past 
January. 

The Irish were state runnerups in 2005 
and '06. 
• Kapral' s teams have won I 1 OV AC 

track championships, including the past 
seven in a row on the girls' side. • 

He has been named the Eastern District 
Coach of the year in each of the past five 
years, and he has coached I 3 state gold 
medalists and seven Division I athletes. 

Kapral was a four-year track letterman at 
Bethany College. 

Michael Jebl>ia 
Wheeling Park Boys• Cross Coll:ntry 
In his fourth season back at his alma 

mater, Jebbia led his runners to the 2007 
West Virginia Class AAA state cross coun
try championship last fall, the school's first 
since I 986. That was one season after he 
led them to a runner-up finish in 2006. He 
coached both the boys' and girls' teams to 
OVAC championships in 2006, with the 
boys' repeating the feat in 2007. The girls' 
had a three-year run end after winning a 
conference title from 2004 06. 

Led by individual state champion and 
Tennessee recruit Ryan Beabout, Wheeling 
Park had four all -state runners in Kyle 
Gramlich (5th at state meet); Courtney 
Yaeger (4th), and Logan Wojcik (9th) 
between the two team~. 

On the boys' side, Jebbia will welcome 
back 5 of 7 athletes. losing Beabout and 
Brandon Janesczko. 

Other members of Park's team are Jason 
Bennett, who finished 17th at the state meet, 
Russell Mulley, and Ethan Casey. 
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ning by a little bit," Kurtz said of Desantis' 
injury. . 

Still, Kurtz put together what rrnght have 
been his best work in his 15th season at the 
helm of ihe program. During the season• 
ending run, Central's only loss was t? 
Barnesville 111 the OV AC Tournament semi
finals. 

Kurtz has led Wheeling Central to 14 
sectional titles in his 15 season~ and 13 
Reoion One titles. His teams have finished 

0 ~ . 
as the state runner-up tive times. 

Mike Young 
Wheeling Central football 

Young, recently selecJed as the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year, 
has a record of 38-4 in three seasons as head 
coach at Wheeling Central, including three 
W.Va. Class A state titles and an overall 
active winning streak of 33 consecutive 
games. 

Prior to returning to his alma mater as an 
assistant coach under the late Jim Thomas, 
Young was the head coach at St. Clai_rsville 
for nine seasons, where he compiled a 
record of 5 1-42. His overall career record is 
89-45 (.664). 
Among his accomplishments, he was named 
the Eastern District Coach of year three 
times - 1989, '90, and '91; his teams won 
OVAC championships in 1989, '90, and 

1 2007; he was named the Big Season Sports 
Coach of the Year in 2005 and ' 06; his 
teams won state championships in 2005, 
·06, and ·o7, including back-to-back perfect 
seasons; and he was the runner-up for last 
year's OVAC Coach of the Year award. 

Brett McLean 
St. Clairsville football Coach 

McLean, a Brooke High and Mount 
Union oraduate, learned the game from 
some· of°the best in Paul "Bud" Billiard and 
Larry Kehres, respectively. 

It's clenr from his work early in his 
career, he was paying attention. McLean h~s 
led St. Clairsville to back-to-back Ohio 
Division IV playoff appearances, including 
its first perfect regular season since 1986, in 
2007. 

For his efforts, he was named The 
Intelligencer, Times Leader, Eastern 
District, and Big Season Sports Coach of 
Year. McLean was an assistant coach on the 
South squad of the Ohio North South 
Classic. which defeated the North 55-6, the 
largest margin of victory in game history. 
He was also the head coach of the 2007 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star C~ass_ic, 
which his Ohio team won 7-6. St. Clairsville 
closed the season as Division IV, Region 15 
runner-ups; Buckeye_ 8 C:ha~p\o_ns; and an 
Ohio AP ranking of sixth m D1v1s1on IV. 

In six seasons at St. Clairsville, he's com
piled a record of 40-24. 

Bubha Kapral 
St. John Central girls' track 

Kapral is in his ioth season in -~harge of 
the St. John Central track and field pro
grams. and at the moment, none have be~n 
better rhan last season. That's when Kapral s 
talented charges. who had been ~nocking at 
the door for three seasons, blew 11 open and 
won the Ohio Division III state champi
onship. 

---~-- .................. .._.. 

Champions Monday 
The annual OVAC Banquet of 

Champions is slated for Monday at 
WesBanco Arena, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
All of the senior members and captains Qf 
the respective teams along with their 
coaches are invited as championship ban
ners are pas~ed out at this time. 

Along with the recognizing of the 
champions, some 35 scholarships, total
ing more than $27,000 in financial 
rewards will be presented at this time. 

The list of scholarships include: 
Kroger (2): Pepsi-Cola (2), Bodkin 
Wilson & Kozicki Co. Soccer, Douglas 
Pilney Memorial Golf, OV AC Softball, 
Ohio Valley Football. Officials, Samuel A. 
Mumley, WesBanco (2), OV AC Boosters 
(8), Scholastic Sports Marketing, Clare 
Kap~al Track, Henry Lazasz Basketball 
(2), Richard Potts Basketball (2), Stephen 
E. Hanning Memorial, Deluca Realy 
Volleyball, OVAC Cheerleader (2), 
Wrestling (5), OVAC Baseball and 
OV AC Basketball Coaches Clinic. 

Along with the rewards for the stu
dents, the official presentation of the 
Dave Bierkorette Award, which is pre· 
sented to the Most Outstanding Wrestler 
from the giant Ron Mauck OV AC 
Wrestling Tournament held this past 
January. 

The Irish were state runnerups in 2005 
and '06. 
• Kapral 's teams have won I I OV AC 

track championships, including the past 
seven in a row on the girls' side. ' 

He has been • named the Eastern District 
Coach of the year in each of the past five 
yea·rs, and he has coached I 3 state gold 
medalists and seven Division I athletes. 

Kapral was a four-year track letterman at 
Bethany College. 

Michael Jebbia 
Wheeling Park Boys' Cross Country 
In his fourth season back at his alma 

mater, Jebbia led his runners to the 2007 
West Virginia Class AAA state cross coun
try championship last fall, the school's first 
since 1986. That was one season after he 
led them to a runner-up finish in 2006. He 
coached both the boys' and girls' teams to 
OVAC championships in 2006, with the 
boys' repeating the feat in 2007. The girls' 
had a three-year run end after winning a 
conference title from 2004-06. 

Led by individual state champion and 
Tennessee recruit Ryan Beabout, Wheeling 
Park had four all- state runners in Kyle 
Gramlich (5th at state meet); Courtney 
Yaeger (4th), and Logan Wojcik (9th) 
between the two teams. 

On the boys' side. Jebbia will welcome 
back 5 of 7 athletes, losing Beabout and 
Brandon Janesczko. 

Other members of Park's team are Jason 
Bennett, who finished I 7th at the stale meet, 
Russell Mulley, and Ethan Casey . . 

Wheeling Park has had all five guys 
make the all-OV AC team the last two sea
sons, with Yaeger making the grade on the 
girls' side each of the last three years. __ .....___ 



fTive finalists named for OVAC Coach of the Year award 
IM ELLIOTT 
OR THE JEFFERSONIAN 

Wilh roughly 500 varsi

' head coaches in 46 Ohio 
1alley Athletic Conference 
ligh Schools all experiencing 

arious levels of success in 
given year. it's not easy to 

iarrow the nominees for the 

Wheeling News-Register/Bill 
Ian Horne OVAC Coach of the 

rear Award down to five.· 
As with any prestigious 

1ward. someone who is deserv
ng is invariably going to be 
eft out. 
That's what makes the 

!ccomplishrnents of Wheeling 

Central girls· basketball coach 
Penn Kurt7.. Bellaire St. John 
Central girts· track and field 

coach Robert "Buhba" Kapral, 
Wheeling Central football 
coach Mike Young. Wheeling 

Park boys· cross country 
coach Michael Jcbbia. and 

St. Clairsville football coach 
Brett McLean that much more 

meaningful. as they've been 
selected as the five finalists for 
this year's award by a panel 

of media and OVAC Board 
members. 

Capsules of each coach 's 

accomplishments follow: 
Penn Kurtz (Wheeling 

Central girls' basketball). Kurtz 
certainly had his work cut out 

for him when, after a blis
tering start. Wheeling Central 
Jost Kara DeSantis, one of its 
top players, to a knee injury. 
After an 8-1 beginning, the 

Maroon Knights lost their next 
two games. then went 14-1 the 

rest of the way. That included 
a victory in the West Virginia 

Class A state championship 

game - the school's second 
state title under Kurtz. 

Sti II. Kurtz put together what 
might have been his best work 

in his 15th season at the helm 

of the program. During the 
season-ending run. Central's 
only loss was to Barnesville in 

the OVAC Tournament semi
finals. 

Kurtz has led Wheeling 
Central to 14 sectional titles in 
his 15 seasons and 13 Region 

One titles. His teams have fin
ished as the state runner-up 
five times. 

Mike Young (Wheeling 
Central football) . Young, 

recently selected as the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man 
of the Year, has a record of 
38-4 in three seasons as head 

coach at Wheeling Central, 
including three W. Va. Class A 
state titles and an overall active 
winning streak of 33 consecu
tive games. 

Prior to returning to his alma 
mater as an assistant coach 
under the late Jim Thomas, 

Young was the 
head coach at 
St. CIJir.w1lle 
for nine ~ca
sons. where 
he compiled 
a record of 
51-42. His 
overall career a 4""S 

~~ct1
64
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Among hi, accomplishment~. . Brett McLean (St. Clairsville The Irish were state runner
ups in 2005 and '06 . 

he wa~ named the Eastern football coach). McLean. 

District Coach of year three a ~rooke High and Mount 

times - 1989. '90, and '91: Union graduate, learned the 

his teams won OVAC cham- game from ~ome of the best in 

pionships in 1989, '90, and Paul "Bud" Billiard and Larry 

2007; he was named the Big Kehres, respectively. 

Season Sports Coach of the It's clear from his work 

Year in 2005 and '06; hi~ teams early in his career, he was 

won state championships in paying attention. McLean has 

2005, '06. and '07, including led St. Clairwille to back-to

back-to-back perfect seasons; back Ohio Division IV playoff 

and he was the runner-up for appearance~. including its first 

last year's OVAC Coach of the perfect regular season since 

Year award. 1986. in 2007. 
For his efforts, he was named 

The Intelligencer. Times 

Leader, Eastern District, and 
Big Season Sports Coach of 
Year. McLean was an assistant 
coach on the South squad of 
the Ohio North South Cla!,~ic. 
which defeated the North 55-6, 

the largest margin of victory 
in game history. He was also 
the head coach of the 2007 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All

Star Cla~~ic, which his Ohio 
team won 7-6. St. Clairsville 
closed the sea~on as Division 
IV, Region 15 runner-ups; 
Buckeye 8 Champions; and 

an Ohio AP ranking of sixth in 
Division IV. 

In six ,cason~ at St. 
Clairsville, He·~ compiled a 

record of 40-24. 
Bubba Kapral (St. John 

Central girls ' track). Kapral 
i~ in hi~ 20th season in charge 

.. • ,, • ' ,-, ., I • ~ • • 

Kapral\ teams have won 11 
OVAC track championships, 
including the past seven in a 
row on the girls' side. 

He has been named the 

Eastern District Coach of the 
Year in each of the past five 

years, and he has coached 13 
state gold medalists and seven 
Division-I athletes. 

Kapral was a four-year track 

letterman at Bethany College. 
Michael Jebbia (Wheeling 

Park boys' cross country). In 
his fourth season back at his 
alma mater, Jebbia led his run

ners to the 2007 West Virginia 
Class AAA state cross coun
try championship last fall, the 
school's first since 1986. Thal 
was one season after he led 
them to a runner-up finish in 

2006. He coached both the 
boys' and girls' teams to OVAC 

championships in 2006, with 
the boys repeating the feat in 
2007. The girls had a three-year 
run end after winning a confer
ence title from 2004-06. 

Led by individual state cham
pion and Tennessee recruit 
Ryan Beabout, Wheeling 
Park had four all-state run

ners in Kyle Gramlich (5th at 
state meet): Courtney Yaeger 
(4th). and Logan Wojcik (9th) 

between the two teams. 
On the boys' side, Jebbia will 

...... t , ....,.....,~ J..u~ V .. u.,.. r'\f" ~P'1Pn 
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Coach o( year three 
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e was named the Big 
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16. and '07. including 
back perfect seasons; 
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Brett McLean (St. Clairsville 
football coach}. McLean, 
a Brooke High and Mount 
Union graduate. learned the 
game from ~ome of the best in 
Paul "Bud" Billiard and Larry 
Kehres. respectively. 

It's clear from his work 
early in his career, he was 
paying attention. McLean has 
led St. Clairsville to back-to
back Ohio Division IV playoff 
appearances. including its first 
perfect regular season since 
l 986. m 2007. 

For his efforts. he was named 
The Intelligencer, Times 
Leader. Eastern District, and 
Big Season Sports Coach of 
Year. McLean was an assistant 
coach on the South squad of 
the Ohio North South Classic. 
which defeated the North 55-6, 
the largest margin of victory 
in game history. He was also 
the head coach of the 2007 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All
Star Classic, which his Ohio 
team won 7-6. St. Clairsville 
closed the season as Division 
IV. Region 15 runner-ups; 
Buckeye 8 Champions; and 
an Ohio AP ranking of sixth in 
Division IV. 

In six seasons at St. 
Clairsville. He's compiled a 
record of 40-24. 

Bubba Kapral (St. John 
Central girls· track). Kapral 
is in his 20th season in charge 
of the St. John Central track 
and field programs. and at the 
moment. none have been better 
than last season. That's when 
Kapral's talented charges, who 
had been knocking at the door 
for three seasons, blew it open 
and won the Ohio Division III 
state championship. 

The Irish were state runner
ups in 2005 and '06. 

Kapral's teams have won 11 
OVAC track championships, 
including the past seven in a 
row on the girls' side. 

He has been named the 
Eastern District Coach of the 
Year in each of the past five 
years, and he has coached 13 
state gold medalists and seven 
Division-I athletes. 

Kapral was a four-year track 
letterman at Bethany College. 

Michael Jebbia (Wheeling 
Park boys' cross country). In 
his fourth season back at his 
alma mater, Jebbia led his run
ners to the 2007 West Virginia 
Class AAA state cross coun
try championship last fall, the 
school's first since 1986. That 
was one season after he led 
them to a runner-up finish in 
2006. He coached both the 
boys' and girls' teams to OVAC 
championships in 2006, with 
the boys repeating the feat in 
2007. The girls had a three-year 
run end after winning a confer
ence title from 2004-06. 

Led by individual state cham
pion and Tennessee recruit 
Ryan Beabout, Wheeling 
Park had four all-state run
ners in Kyle Gramlich (5th at 
state meet); Courtney Yaeger 
(4th), and Logan Wojcik (9th) 
between the two teams. 

On the boys· side, Jebbia will 
welcome back five of seven 
athletes. losing Beabout and 
Brandon Janesczko. 

Wheeling Park has had all 
five boys make the all-OVAC 
team the last two seasons, with 
Yaeger making the grade on 
the girls· side each of the last 
three years. 


