Kapral captures

* Long-time St. John coach becomes first girls honoree in track

By JIM ELLIOTT
For The Times Leader

St. John Central girls® track and
field coach Robert *"Bubba’ Kapral
Knew he was up against some tough
competition as one of the five final-
ists for the Wheeling News-
Register/Bitll Van Horne OVAC
Coach of the Year Award during the
23rd  Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Banquet of Champions
on Monday night at WesBanco
Arena in downtown Wheeling.

Grouped in with Wheeling
Central girls™ basketball coach Penn
Kurtz. Wheeling Central football
coach Mike Young., Wheeling Park
boys™ cross country coach Michael
Jebbia. and St. Clairsville football
couch Brett McLean. Kapral wasn’t
sure where he stood,

In the end. it was at the top. as
Kapral was selected for the presti
gious honor and given a standing
ovation by the large crowd in atten-
dance.

*I was shocked. stunned. and
humbled.”” he said. ~~When they run

‘I was shocked,
stunned and hum-
bled.’

-SJC’s Bubba Kapral

through the scope of this, there’s
(roughly) 500 heuad coaches in the
OVAC. They pare tt to five. That's a
great honor in its own rite.”

Kapral had twice previously been
a finalist for the award.

“*Once you get to the final five,
that's an honor 1n itself. You don’t
expect to win it. You have Mike
Young winning all those state titles,
Penn Kurtz. who 1 thought did &
tremendous job this year.

Believe me. it was numbing. 1t's fike
when you win the state title itself,

See, COACH, Page B2

BUBBA KAPRAL,
right, was present-
ed with the Bill Van
Horne Wheeling
News Register
OVAC Coach of the
Year award during
Monday's annual
OVAC Banquet of
Champions held at
WesBanco Arena tn
Wheeling. Pictured
with Kapral is
OVAC Executive
Secretary Tom
Rataiczak. Kapral
ted his St. John
Central girls track
team to the Division
llf state champi-
onship last year.
Kapral had been a
finahist for the
award two other
times and became
only the third track
coach and first girls’
track coach to win
the award.
Additional images
may be found at
cu.timesleaderoniin
e.com
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VAC honor

BEALLSVILLE'S JIMMY Reisz was a double win-
ner during Monday’s annual OVAC Banquet of
Champions. Reisz officially received the Bierkorette
Award he won during January's, OVAC Wrestling
Tournament and he received the Matt Salsberry

Wiractlina Qrhnmlarehin



Photo by Seth Staskey

Bellaire St. John track coach Bubba Kapral, center, is pictured with The Intelligencer/Wheeling News-Register
Ohio Sports Editor Shawn Rine, left, and West Virginia Sports Editor Jim Elliott, right, at the OVAC Banquet of
Champions on Monday at WesBanco Arena. Kapral was awarded the Wheeling News-Register/Bill Van Horne

OVAC Coach of the Year award.

He’s the One

St. John’s Kapral
honored as the top
coach in OVAC

By JIM ELLIOTT
W.Va. Sports Editor

Beltaire St. John Central girls™ track
and field coach Robert **Bubba’" Kapral
knew he was up against some tough
compelition as one of the five finalists
for the Wheeling News-Register/Bill
Van Horne OVAC Coach of the Year
Award during the 23rd Ohio Valley Ath-
letic Conference Banquet of Champions
on Monday night at WesBanco Arena in
downtown Wheeling.

Grouped in with Wheeling Central
girls’ basketball coach Penn Kurtz.,
Wheeling Central football coach Mike
Young, Wheeling Park boys” cross coun-
try coach Michael Jebbia. and St.
Clairsville tootball coach Brett McLean.
Kapral wasn’t sure where he stood.

In the end, it was at the 1op. as Kapral
was selected for the prestigious honor
and given a standing ovation by the large
crowd in attendance.

*I was shocked. stunned, and hum-
bled.” he said. **“When they run through
the scope of this. there’s (roughly) 500
head coaches in the OVAC. They pare it
to five. That's a great honor in its own
rite.””

Kapral had twice previously been a
finalists for the award.

“Once you get to the final five. that’s
an honor In itself. You don’t expect to
win it. You have Mike Young winning
all those state titles. Penn Kurtz. who |
thought did a tremendous job this year.
Believe me. it was numbing.

~I's like when you win the state title
itsetf, you just don’t know if it’s reality
yer.””

That's part of the reason Kapral was a
finalist for the award. because he and his
St. John girls™ team reached the pinnacle
of their sport last spring. After back-to-
back state runner-up finishes in Ohio’s

Division 111, Kapral's group won the
2007 state title.

That's a rarity among OVAC track
programs. as they joined St. Clairsville's
1979 girls” team as the only Ohio Valley
teams (o win Ohio’s biggest prize.

~“The one thing that spoke volumes
about our program was that we were
state runner-ups. state runner-ups. then
winning the state title.”” Kapral said. ~"In
Ohio. that’s tough to do. In Ohio. it's
only been done one other time (by an
OVAC program) ... it’s a nice accom-
plishment, It's eight girls scoring and
assistant coaches doing great things,™

Kapral alse knows it's tough, for a
track couch. to gain notice in a football
and basketball-crazed area, and he
thanked the OVAC committee for recog-
nizing what his team accomplished,

“Obviously I'm biased.™ he said. 1
ran track in college and high school. and
Pve coached it for 20 years so [ would
like to think track is a major sport.™

Please See ONE, Page 16
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you just don’t know if it's
reality yet.”’

That's part of the reason
Kapral was a finalist for the
award, because he and his St
John girls” team reached the
pinnacle of their sport last
spring. After back-to-back
state runner-up finishes in
Ohio’s Division I1I, Kapral's
group won the 2007 state
itle.

That’s a rarity among
OVAC track programs, as
they joined St. Clairsville’s
1979 girls' team as the only
Ohio Valley girls teams to
win Ohio’s biggest prize,
The Shadyside boys also laid
claim to the title in 1976.

‘“The one thing that
spoke volumes about our
program was that we were
stale runner-ups, state run-
ner-ups, then winning the
state title,”” Kapral said. "*'In
Ohio, that’s tough to do. In
Ohio, it’s only been done
one other time (by an OVAC
program) ... it’s a nice
accomplishment. it’s eight
girls scoring and assistant
coaches doing great things.””

Kapral also knows it’s
tough, for a track coach, to
gain notice in a football and
pasketball-crazed area, and
he thanked the OVAC com-
mittee for recognizing what
his team accomplished.

“QObviously I'm biased,”’
he said. **I ran track in col-
lege and high school, and
I've coached it for 20 years
so I would like to think track
is a major sport.”’

Can his girls’ repeat that
top-shelf performance?

““We had eight girls score
in the (2007) state track
meel,”’ Kapral pointed out.
“Well five of them are still

out there - Natalie
Perzanowski, Kelly
Perzanowski, Justene

Delman, Kylie Kidder, and
Alexis Campbell. All of the
‘prime timers’ from last year
are back, so if we stay
healthy, you know you're to
be in the mix again, and
that’s all you can hope for.
And we like to think we will
be.”

Kapral, the managing edi-
tor of The Times Leader and

a former sports writer and
sports editor at the newspa-
per, has a unique perspective
on Van Horne, the longlime
Wheeling News-Register
Sports Editor for whom the
award is named.

*‘When [ started, Bitl Van
Horne and Cal Pokas were
the two idols,”” Kapral said.
“Track and Fieid was big to
Biil Van Horne. He was pas-
sionate about track. It was
like footbali and basketball. |
had a great relationship with
him, both working-wise
along with coaching. He was
a heavyweight.”

During a 20-year career,
Kapral's teams have won 11
OVAC track championships,
including the past seven in a
row on the girls’ side — an
OVAC record. He has been
named the Eastern District
Coach of the Year in each of
the past five years, and he
has coached 13 state gold
medalists  and  seven
Division-I athletes.

Also awarded during the
banquetl were 44 .scho'ar-
ships were awarded

One
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Can his girls’ repeat that
top-shelf performance?

*“We had eight girls score
in the (2007) state track
meet,”” Kapral pointed out.
“Well five of them are still
out there —  Natalie
Perzanowski, Kelly
Perzanowski, Justine Del-
man, Kylie Kidder, and
Alexis Campbell. All of the
‘prime timers’ from last year
are back, so if we stay
healthy, you know you're to
be in the mix again, and
that’s all you can hope for.
And we like to think we will
be.”

Kapral, the managing edi-
tor of the Times Leader and
a former sports writer and
sports editor at the newspa-
per, has a unicque perspective
on Van Home, the longtime
Wheeling News-Register
Sports Editor for whom the
award is named.

“When [ started, Bill Van
Hurne and Cal Pokas were

the two idols,” Kapral said.
*“Track and Field was big to
Bill Van Horne. He was
passionate about track. It
was like football and basket-
ball. 1 had a great relation-
ship with him, both work-
ing-wise along with coach-
ing. He was a heavy-
welght.”’

During a 20-year career,
Kapral's teams have won 1 1
OVAC track champi-
onships, including the past
seven in a row on the girls’
side — an OVAC record.
He has been named the
Eastern District Coach of
the Year in each of the past
five years, and he has
coached 13 state gold
medalists and seven Divi-
sion-I athletes.

Also awarded during the
banquet were 44 scholar-
ships presented to students-
athletes who were recog-
nized for their abilities on
the field and in the class-
Toom.
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OVAC Coach of the Year Finalists Named

Kurtz, Kapral, Jebbia, Young and McLean in

By JIM ELLIOTT
W.Va. Sports Editor

With roughly 500 varsity
nead coaches in 46 Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference
High Schools all experienc-
ing various levels of success
in a given year, it’s not easy
‘0 narrow the nominees for
‘he Wheeling News-Regis-
er/Bill Van Horne OVAC
Coach of the Year Award
lown to five.

As with any prestigicus
iward, someone who is
leserving is invariably going
o be left out.

That’s what makes the
iwccomplishments of Wheel-
ng Central girls’ basketball

running for Wheeling News-Register/Bill Van Horne

honor

coach Penn award by a ™ DeSantis, P M by a lot to FEES inhis 15
Kurtz, Bel- panel of g ,?.'r!; one of its AN , winning by =g seasons and
laire St. media and § W4 top players, a little bit.” 13 Region
John Cen- OV AC to a Knee Kurtz said : One titles,
tral girls’ Board injury. of DeSan- [l His teams
track and members. After an 8- ¥ tis” injury. | have fin-
field coach Capsules 1 begin- Still, ished as the
Robert of each ning, the Kurtz put state run-
] “‘Bubba®’ coach’s B .| Maroon together ner-up five
i Kaprai, accom- nmpeeese Knights what might times.
Kurtz Whgeling Kapral plishments Jebbia lost gtheir Young have begen McLean
Central follow: . next two his  best
football coach Mike Young, games, then went 14-1 the work in his 15th season at Mike Young
Wheeling Park boys’ cross Penn Kurtz rest of the way, That includ-  the helm of the program, Wheeling Central football
country coach Michael Jeb- Wheeling Central ed a victory in the West Vir- During the season-ending Young was recently select-
bia, and St. Clairsville foot- girls’ basketball ginia Class A state champi- run, Central’s only loss was ed as the Upper Ohio Valley

balf coach Brett McLean that
much more meaningful, as
they’ve been selected as the
five finalists for this year’s

Kurtz certainly had his
work cut out for him when,
after a blistering start,
Wheeling Central lost Kara

onship game — the school’s
second state title under
Kurtz.

“‘We went from winning

to Barnesville in the OVAC

Tourmament semifinals.
Kurtz has led Wheeling

Central to 14 sectional titles

Dapper Dan Man of the
Year,

See, Finalists, Page B4
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FINALISTS

Continuted from page BI
He has a record of 38-4 in

| three scasons as head coach

at Wheeling Central. includ-
ing three W.Va. Class A state
tities and an overall active
winming streak of 33 consec-
utive games,.

Prior to returning to his
alma mater as an assistant
coach under the late Jim
Thomas. Young was the head
coiach at St Clairsville for
nine seasons. where he com
ptled a record of 51-42. His
averall career record 15 89-
45 (.664),

Among his accomplish-
ments, e was named the

Eastern District Coach of

year three times — 1989,
‘00, and "91: his tecams won
OVAC championships in
1989, "G0. and 2007: he was
namel the Big Scason Sports
Coach of the Year in 2005
and 06 his teams won state

! championships 1 2005, "06,

and “07, including back-to-
back perfect seasons: and he
was the runner-up for last
year's OVAC Coach of the
Year award.

Brett Mcl.ean
5t Clairsville foothall

McLean. a Brooke High
and Mount Union graduate.
leurned the game from some
ol the best in Paul *"Bud™
Bilhard and Larry Kehres.
respectively.

105 ¢lear from his work
carly in his carcer. he was
paying attention. Mchean has
led St. Chaursville 1o back-to-
back Ohio Division IV play-
off appearances. including its
first perfect regular season
since 1986, in 2007,

For his efforts. he was
named The Intelligencer.
Times Leuader. Eastern Dis-
trict. and Big Season Sports
Coach of Year. McLean was
an ussistant coach on the
South squad of the Ohio
North South Classic. which
defeated the North 55-6, the
largest margin of victory in
game history. He was also
the head coach of the 2007
Rudy Mumiey OVAC All-
Star Classic. which his Ohio
leam won 7-6. St. Clairsville
closed the season as Division
IV, Region 15 runner-ups:
Buckeye 8 Champions: and
an Ohio AP ranking of sixth

‘in Division TV.

in six scasons at St

Clairsville, he’s compiled a
record of 40-24,

Bubba Kapral
$t. John Central
Girls’ Track

Kapral is in his 20th sea-
son in charge of the St. Iohn
Central track and field pro-
grams, and at the moment,
none have becn better than
last season. That's when
Kapral's talented charges.
who had been knocking at
the door for three seasons.
blew it open and won the
Ohio Division I stale cham-
pionship.

The Irish were state run-
nerups in 2005 and 06,

Kapral’s teams have won
11 OVAC track champi-
onships. including the past
seven in a row on the girls’
side.

He has been named the
Eastern District Coach of the
Year in cach of the past tive
years. and he has coached 13
state gold medalists and
seven Division-I athletes.

Kapral was a four-year
track letterman at Bethany
College.

Michael Jebbia
Wheeling Park

Boys’ Cross Country

In his fourth season back
at his alma mater. Jebbia led
his runners to the 2007 West
Virginia Class AAA state
cross country championship
last fall. the school’s first
since 1986. That was one
season after he led them to a
runner-up finish in 2006. He
coached both the boys™ and
girls” teams 10 OVAC cham-
pionships in 2006, with the
boys’ repeating the feat in
200°7. The girls™ had a three-
year run end after winning a
conference title from 2004-
(6.

Led by individual state
champion and Tennessee

recruit  Ryan  Beabout.
Wheeling Park had four all-
state runners in Kyle Gram-
lich {5th at state meet):
Courtney Yaeger (4th)., and
Logan Wojcik (9th) between
the two teams.

On the boys’ side, Jebbia
will welcome back 5 of 7
athletes, losing Beabout and
Brandon Janesczko.

Other members of Park’s
teamn are Jason Bennett. who
finished 17th at the state
meet. Russell Mulley, and
Ethan Casey.

Wheeling Park has had ali
five guys make the all-
OVAC team the last two sea-
sons. with Yaeger making the
grade on the girls” side each
of the last three years.



OVAC Coach of the

By JIM ELLIOTT
For The Times Leader

With roughly 500 varsity head
coaches in 46 Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference High Schools all cxperienc-
ing various levels of success in a given
yedr. it's not easy 1o narrow the nomi-
nees for the Wheeling News-
Register/Bill Van Horne OVAC Coach
of the Year Award down (o five.

g

JEBBIA

Year

KAPRAL

KURTZ

finalists set

- McLEA

As with any prestigions award, some-
one who is deserving is mvariably going to
be left out.

That's what makes the accomplishments
of Wheeling Central girls’ basketball coach
Penn Kurtz, Beilaire St. John Central girls
track coach Robert “*Bubba'" Kapral.
Wheeling Central footbal] coach Mike
Young. Wheeling Park boys® cross country
coach Michael Jebbia. and St. Clairsvilie

football coach Brett McLean that much
more meuaningful. as they've been selecled
as the five finalists for this year's award by
a panel of media and OVAC Bouard mem-
bers.

Capsules of each coach's
ments follow:

accomplish-

Penn Kurtz
Wheeling Central giris’ basketball
Kurtz certainly had his work cut out for

him when. after a blistering start. Wheeling
Central lost Kara DeSantis. one of its top
players. to a knee injury. After an 8-1
beginning, the Maroon Knights lost their
next two games, then went 14-1 the rest of
the way. That included a victory in the
West Virginia Class A state championship
game — the school's second state title

See, OVAC, Page B2
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under Kurtz.

“We went from winning by a lot to win-
ning by a little bit,”" Kurtz said of DeSantis’
injury.

Still, Kurtz put together what might have
heen his best work in his 15th season at the
helm of the program. During the season-
ending run, Central’s only {oss was to
Barnesville in the OVAC Tournameént semi-
finals.

Kurtz has led Wheeling Central to i4
sectional titles in his 15 seasons and 13
Region One titles. His teams have finished
as the state runner-up five times,

Mike Young
Wheeling Central football

Young, recently selected as the Upper
Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year,
has a record of 38-4 in three seasons as head
coach at Wheeling Central, including three
W.Va. Class A state titles and an overall
active winning streak of 33 consecutive
games.

Prior to returning to his alma mater as an
assistant coach under the late Jim Thomas,
Young was the head coach at St. Clairsville
for nine seasons, where he compiled a
record of 51-42. His overall career record is
89-45 (.664).

Among his accomplishments, he was named
the Eastern District Coach of year three
times — 1989, °90, and *91; his teams won
OVAC championships in 1989, *90, and
2007; he was named the Big Season Sports
Coach of the Year in 2005 and * 06; his
teams won state championships in 2005,
06, and *07, including back-to-back perfect
seasons; and he was the runner-up for last
vear’s OVAC Coach of the Year award.

Brett McLean
St. Clairsville foothall Coach

McEean, a Brooke High and Mount
Union graduate, learned the game from
some of the best in Paul **Bud’” Billiard and
Larry Kehres, respectively.

1t’s clear from his work early in his
career, he was paying attention. McLean has
led St. Clairsville to back-to-back Ohio
Division IV playoff appearances, including
its first perfect regufar season since 1986, in
2007.

For his efforts, he was named The
Intelligencer, Times Leader, Eastern
District, and Big Season Sports Coach of
Year. McLean was an assistant coach on the
.South squad of the Ohio North South
Classic, which defeated the North 55-6, the
fargest margin of victory in game history.
He was also the head coach of the 2007
Rudy Mumley OVAC Ali-Star Classic,
which his Ohio team won 7-6, St. Clairsville
closed the season as Division IV, Region 15
runner-ups; Buckeye 8 Champions; and an
Ohio AP ranking of sixth in Division 1V,

In six seasons at St. Clairsville, he’s com-
piled a record of 40-24.

Bubbha Kapral
St. John Central girls’ track

Kapral is in his 20th season in charge of
the St. John Central track and field pro-
grams, and at the moment, none have been
better than last season. That’s when Kapral's
tatented charges, who had been knocking at

OVAC Banquet of

Champions Monday

The annual OVAC Banquet of
Champions is slated for Monday at
WesBanco Arena, starting at 6:30 p.m.
All of the senior members and captains of
the respective teams along with their
coaches are invited as championship ban-
ners are passed out at this time.

Along with the recognizing of the
champions, some 35 scholarships, total-
ing more than $27,000 in financial
rewards will be presented at this time.

The list of scholarships include:
Kroger (2); Pepsi-Cola (2}, Bodkin
Wilson & Kozicki Co. Soccer, Douglas
Pilney Memorial Golf, OVAC Softball,
Ohio Valley Football Officials, Samuel A.
Mumley, WesBanco (2), OVAC Boosters
(8), Scholastic Sports Marketing, Clare
Kapgal Track, Heary Lazasz Basketball
(2), Richard Potts Basketball (2), Stephen
E. Hanning Memorial, DeLuca Realy
Volleyball, OVAC Cheerleader (2),
Wrestling (5), OVAC Baseball and
OVAC Basketball Coaches Clinic.

Along with the rewards for the stu-
dents, the official presentation of the
Dave Bierkorette Award, which is pre-
sented to the Most Outstanding Wrestler
from the giant Ron Mauck OVAC
Wrestling Tournament held this past
January.

The Irish were state runnerups in 2005
and *06.

Kapral's teams have won 11 OVAC
track championships, including the past
seven in a row on the girls’ side. '

He has been named the Eastern District
Coach of the year in each of the past five
years, and he has coached |3 state gold
medalists and seven Division I athletes.

Kapral was a four-year track letterman at
Bethany College.

Michael Jebbia

Wheeling Park Boys’ Cross Country

In his fourth season back at his alma
mater, Jebbia led his runners to the 2007
West Virginia Class AAA state cross coun-
try championship last fall, the school’s first
since 1986. That was one season after he
led them to a runner-up finish in 2006. He
coached both the boys’ and girls’ teams to
OVAC championships in 2006, with the
boys’ repeating the feat in 2007, The girls’
had a three-year run end after winning a
conference title from 2004-06.

Led by individual state champion and
Tennessee recruit Ryan Beabout, Wheeling
Park had four all-state runners in Kyle
Gramlich (5th at stale meet). Courtney
Yaeger (4th), and Logan Wojcik (9th)
between the two teams.

On the boys’ side, Jebbia will welcome
back 5 of 7 athletes, losing Beabout and
Brandon Janesczko.

Other members of Park's team are Jason
Bennett, who finished 1 7th at the state meet,
Russell Mulley, and Ethan Casey.

Whaallmae Taele hae bad 11 020
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ning by a little bit,”” Kurtz said of DeSantis’
injury.

Still, Kuriz put together what might have
been his best work in his 15th season at the
helm of the program. During the season-
ending run, Central’s only loss was o
Barnesville in the OVAC Tournament semi-
finals.

Kurtz has led Wheeling Central to 14
sectional titles in his 15 seasons and 13
Region One titles. His teams have finished
as he stale runner-up five times.

Mike Young
Wheeling Central football

Young, recently selected as the Upper
Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year,
has a record of 38-4 in three seasons as head
coach at Wheeling Central, including three
W.Va. Class A state titles and an overall
active winning streak of 33 consecutive
games,

Prior (o returning to his alma maler as an
assistant coach under the late Jim Thomas,
Young was the head coach at St. Clairsville
for nine seasons, where he compiled a
record of 51-42. His overall career record is
89-45 (.664).

Among his accomplishments, he was named
the Eastern District Coach of year three
times ~ 1989, '90, and '91; his teams won
OVAC championships in 1989, 90, and
2007, he was named the Big Season Sports
Coach of the Year in 2005 and * 06; his
teams won state championships in 2005,
06, and *07, including back-to-back perfect
seasons; and he was the runner-up for last
year's OVAC Coach of the Year award.

Brett McLean
St. Clairsville football Coach

McLean, a Brooke High and Mount
Union graduate, learned the game from
some of the best in Paul ‘*Bud’’ Billiard and
Lary Kehres, respectively.

It's clear from his work early in his
career, he was paying attention. McLean has
ted St. Clairsville to back-to-back Ohio
Division 1V playoff appearances, including
its first perfect regular season since 1986, in
2007.

For his efforts, he was named The
. Intelligencer, Times Leader, Eastern
District, and Big Season Sports Coach of
Year. McLean was an assistant coach on the
South squad of the Ohio North South
Classic, which defeated the North 55-6, the
largest margin of victory in game history.
He was also the head coach of the 2007
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Siar Classic,
which his Ohio team won 7-6. St. Clairsville
closed the season as Division 1V, Region 15
runner-ups; Buckeye 8 Champions; and an
Ohio AP ranking of sixth in Division IV.

In six seasons at St. Clairsville, he's com-
piled a record of 40-24.

Bubba Kapral
St. John Central girls’ track

Kapral is in his 20th season in charge of
the St. John Central track and field pro-
grams, and at the moment, none have been
better than last season. That’s when Kapral's
talented charges. who had been knocking at
the door for three seasons, biew it open and
won the Ohio Division 11 state champi-
onship.
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Champions Monday

The annual OVAC Banguet of
Champions is slated for Monday at
WesBanco Arena, starting at 6:30 p.m.
All of the senior members and captains ¢f
the respective teams along with their
coaches are invited as championship ban-
ners are passed out at this time.

Along with the recognizing of the
champions, some 35 scholarships, total-
ing more than $27,000 in financial
rewards will be presented at this time.

The list of scholarships include:
Kroger (2): Pepsi-Cola (2), Bodkin
Wilson & Kozicki Co. Soccer, Douglas
Pilney Memorial Golf, OVAC Softball,
Ohio Valley Football Officials, Samuel A.
Mumley, WesBanco (2), OVAC Booslers
(8), Scholastic Sports Marketing, Clare
Kapral Track, Henry Lazasz Basketball
(2), Richard Potts Basketball (2), Stephen
E. Hanning Memorial, DeLuca Realy
Volleyball, OVAC Cheerleader (2),
Wrestling (5), OVAC Baseball and
OVAC Basketball Coaches Clinic.

Along with the rewards for the stu-
dents, the official presentation of the
Dave Bierkorette Award, which is pre-
sented to the Most Outstanding Wrestler
from the giant Ron Mauck OVAC
Wrestling Tournament held this past
January.

The Irish were state runnerups in 2005
and ‘06.

Kapral’s teams have won |1 OVAC
track championships, including the past
seven in a row on the girls’ side.

He has been named the Eastern District
Coach of the year in each of the past five
years, and he has coached 13 staie gold
medalists and seven Division I athletes.

Kapral was a four-year track letterman at
Bethany College.

Michael Jebbia

Wheeling Park Boys’ Cross Country

In his fourth season back at his alma
mater, Jebbia led his runners to the 2007
West Virginia Class AAA state cross coun-
try championship last fatl, the school’s first
since 1986. That was one season afler he
led them to a runner-up finish in 2006. He
coached both the boys® and girls’ teams to
OVAC championships in 2006, with the
boys® repeating the feat in 2007. The girls’
had a three-year run end after winning a
conference title from 2004-06.

Led by individual state champion and
Tennessee recruit Ryan Beabout, Wheeling
Park had four all-state runners in Kyle
Gramlich (5th at state meet); Courtney
Yaeger (4th), and Logan Wojcik (9th)
between the two teams.

On the boys' side. Jebbia will welcome
back 5 of 7 athletes, losing Beabout and
Brandon Janesczko. .

Other members of Park’s team are Jason
Bennett, who finished 17th at the state meet,
Russell Mulley, and Ethan Casey.

Wheeling Park has had all five guys
make the all-OVAC team the last (wo sea-
sons, with Yaeger making the grade on the
girls’ side each of the last three years.



Five finalists named for OVAC Coach Of the Year award
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With roughly 500 varsi-
¢ head coaches in 46 Chio
‘alley Athletic Conference
ligh Schools all experiencing
arious levels of success in

given year, iU's not easy 10
jarrow the nominees for the
Nheeling News-Register/Bill
Jan Horne OVAC Coach of the
Year Award down to five.’

As with any prestigious
ward, someone who is deserv-
ng is invariably going to be
eft out.

That's what makes the
accomplishments of Wheeling
Central girls” basketball coach
Penn Kurtz. Bellaire St. John
Central girls™ track and field
coach Robert “Bubba™ Kapral,
Wheeling Central  football
coach Mike Young., Wheeling
Park boys™ cross country
coach Michael Jebbia, and

St. Clairsville football coach
Brett McLean that much more
meaningful. as they've been
selected as the five finalists for
this year's award by a pancl
of media and OVAC Board
members.

Capsules of each coach’s
accomplishments follow:

Penn Kurtz (Whecling
Central girls’ basketball). Kurtz
certainly had his work cut out
for him when, after a blis-
tering start, Wheeling Central
lost Kara DeSantis, one of its
top players, to a knee injury.
After an 8-1 beginning, the
Maroon Knights lost their next
two games. then went 14-1 the
rest of the way. That included
a victory in the West Virginia
Class A state championship
game — the school’s second
state title under Kuriz.

Still, Kurtz put together what
might have been his best work

=

in his 15th season at the helm
of the program. During the
season-ending run, Central’s
only loss was to Barnesville in
the OVAC Tournament semi-
finals.

Kurtz has led Wheeling
Central to 14 sectional titles in
his 15 seasons and 13 Region
One titles. His teams have fin-
ished as the state runner-up
five times.

Mike Young (Wheeling
Central  football).  Young,
recently selected as the Upper
Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man
of the Year, has a record of
38-4 in three seasons as head
coach at Wheeling Central,
including three W.Va, Class A
state titles and an overall active
winning streak of 33 consecu-
tive games.

Prior to returning to his alma
mater as an assistant coach
under the late Jim Thomas,

Young was the {8
head coach at |58
St. Clairsville |
for mine sea-
sons, where
he compiled
a record of
51-42.  His
overall career

record 15 89- Bubba Kapral

Penn Kurtz Michael Jehbia

Mike Young

45 (.664).
Among his accomplishments.
he was named the Eastern
District Coach of year three
times — 1989, '90, and '91:
his teams won OVAC cham-
pionships in 1989, 90, and
2007; he was named the Big
Season Sports Coach of the
Year in 2005 and "06: his teams
won state championships in
2005, '06. and '07, including
back-to-back perfect seasons;
and he was the runner-up for
last year's OVAC Coach of the
Year award.

Brett McLean (St. Clairsville

footbail coach). McLean,
a Brooke High and Mount
Union graduate, learned the
game from some of the best in
Paul “Bud” Billiard and Larry
Kehres, respectively.

It's clear from his work
early in his career, he was
paying attention. McLean has
led St. Clairsville to back-to-
back Ohio Division 1V playoff
appearances, including its first
perfect regular season since
1986, in 2007.

For his efforts, he was named
The Intelligencer, Times
Leader, Eastern District, and
Big Season Sports Coach of
Year. McLean was an assistant
coach on the South squad of
the Ohio North South Classic,
which defeated the North 55-6,
the largest margin of victory
in game history. He was also
the head coach of the 2007
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Classic, which his Ohio
team won 7-6. St. Clairsville
closed the season as Division
IV, Region 15 runner-ups;
Buckeye 8 Champions; and
an Ohio AP ranking of sixth in
Division V.

In six seasons at St
Clairsville, He's compiled a
record of 40-24.

Bubba Kapral (St. John
Central girls’ track). Kapral
is m hls 20th season in charge

[ . G [ 1

The Irish were state runner-
ups in 2005 and "06.

Kapral's teams have won 11
OVAC track championships,
including the past seven in a
row on the gitls' side.

He has been named the
Eastern District Coach of the
Year in each of the past five
years, and he has coached {3
state gold medalists and seven
Division-l athletes.

Kapral was a four-year track
letterman at Bethany Coilege.

Michael Jebbia (Wheeling
Park boys' cross country). In
his fourth season back at his
alma mater, Jebbia led his run-
ners to the 2007 West Virginia
Class AAA state cross coun-
try championship last fall, the
scheol's first since 1986. That
was one season after he led
them to a runner-up finish in
2006. He coached both the
boys’ and girls’ teams to OVAC
championships in 2006, with
the boys repeating the feat in
2007. The girls had a three-year
run end after winning a confer-
ence title from 2004-06.

Led by individual state cham-
pion and Tennessee recruit
Ryan Beabout, Whecling
Park had four all-state run-
ners in Kyle Gramlich (5th at
state meet); Courtney Yaeger
(4th), and Logan Wojcik (9th)
between the two teams.

On the boys’ side, Jebbia will

....... a hanls fiva Af coauvan
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Brett Mclean(St. Clairsville The Irish were state runner-
football coach). Mclean, upsin 2005 and "06.

a Brooke High and Mount
Union graduate, learned the
game from some of the best in
Paul “Bud” Billiard and Larry
Kehres. respectively.

it's clear from his work
early tn his career, he was
paying attention. McLean has
led St. Clairsville to back-to-
back Ohio Division 1V playoff
appearances. including its first
perfect regular season since
[986. in 2007,

For his efforts. he was named
The Intelligencer, Times
Leader, Eastern District, and
Big Season Sports Coach of
Year. McLean was an assistant
coach on the South squad of
the Ohio North South Classic,
which defeated the North 55-6,
the largest margin of victory
in game history. He was also
the head coach of the 2007
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Classic, which his Ohio
team won 7-6. St. Clairsville
closed the season as Division
IV. Region 15 runner-ups;
Buckeye 8 Champions; and
an Ohio AP ranking of sixth in
Division V.

In  six seasons at St
Clairsville, He's compiled a
record of 40-24.

Bubba Kapral (St. John
Central girls™ track). Kapral
is in his 20th season in charge
of the St. John Central track
and field programs, and at the
moment, none have been better
than last season. That's when
Kapral's talented charges, who
had been knocking at the door
for three seasons, blew it open
and won the Ohio Division ILI
state championship.

Kapral's teams have won 11
OVAC track championships,
including the past seven in a
row on the girls’ side.

He has beern named the
Eastern District Coach of the
Year in each of the past five
years, and he has coached 13
state gold medalists and seven
Division-I athletes.

Kapral was a four-year track
letterman at Bethany College.

Michael Jebbia (Wheeling
Park boys' cross country). In
his fourth season back at his
alma mater, Jebbia led his run-
ners to the 2007 West Virginia
Class AAA state cross coun-
try championship last fali, the
school’s first since 1986. That
was one season after he led
them to a runner-up finish in
2006, He coached both the
boys’ and girls’ teams to OVAC
championships in 2006, with
the boys repeating the feat in
2007. The girls had a three-year
run end after winning a confer-
ence title from 2004-06.

Led by individual state cham-
pion and Tennessee recruit
Ryan Beabout, Wheeling
Park had four all-state run-
ners in Kyle Gramlich (5th at
state meet), Courtney Yaeger
(4th), and Logan Wojcik (9th)
between the two teams.

On the boys’ side, Jebbia wili
welcome back five of seven
athletes, losing Beabout and
Brandon Janesczko.

Wheeling Park has had all
five boys make the all-OVAC
team the last two seasons, with
Yaeger making the grade on
the girls’ side each of the last
three years.
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