




I to the 2007 
Inductees at the 

4th Annual 
Hall of Fame 

Banquet! 





The OVAC Hall of Fame Committee: front row (left to right). Tom Rullliczak. Robert "Bubba" Kapral und Tom Tisher, 
second row. Jeff Harrison. Kelly Rine. Nick Bed way and Ron Mauck; third row, Doug Huff, Joy Kiger und Dick Wolf. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Committee 

Nick Bedway ............ Retired Sports Editor, News-Registerffhe Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Jeff Harrison .................................... Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 

Doug Huff ........................................ Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Robert "Bubba" Kapral ................ Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 

Jay Kiger ................................................ Athletic Director, East Liverpool High School 

Ron Mauck .................................. Ron Mauck/OVAC Wrestling Championship Director 

Tom Tisher ................................................................ Athletic Director, River High School 

Thomas E. Rataiczak ........................................................ OVAC Executive Secretary 

Kelly Rlne .................................................. Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 

Dick Wolf ........ Former East Liverpool City Schools Board Member, OVAC Supporter 

1 

lit ffld/Ui ... 



2007-2008 OVAC 
Executive Board 

The 2007-2008 OVAC Executive Board. Front row, left to right, Walt Skaggs, Ohio Board Member; Jeff Crosier, 
Ohio Board Member; Jerry Narcisi, Past Preside)!!; Dianna Vargo, President; Dan Doyle, Vice-President; and 
Dan Angalich, West Vrrginia Board Member. Second row, Tom Rataiczak, Executive Secretary; Steve Wojcik, 
Baseball Commissioner; John Howell, Basketball Commissioner; Don Zinni, Football Commissioner; Tom 
Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; and Nancy Mumley, Treasurer. Third row, Blair Closser, Class AAAA 
Representative; Kelly Rine, Class AAA Representative; Ed Cihy, Class 2-A Representative; Bob Koch, Class AA 
Representative; and Dong Tush, Class A Representative. Not pictured, Tnn Haught, West Virginia Board Member. 
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NEVER, NEVER, NEVER QUIT. 

From a family's first Campus Visit 

to Graduation Day, these words echo 
throughout the Linsly Experience. 

To persevere through adversity. 

To show grace in victory and defeat. 

To respect the opposition. 

These values serve students well 

while they are at Linsly and through 

their college and professional lives. 

Admissions: 304-233-1436 
Fax: 304-234-4614 

www.linsly.org 
admit@linsly.org 

CONGRATULATIONS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE 

JOHN G. REGER, LINSLY CLASS OF 1950 

• NAMED FIRST TEAM ON THE ALL-OVAC, ALL-CITY AND ALL-VALLEY FOOTBALL TEAMS 

DURING HIS SENIOR YEAR AT LINSLY 

• RECRUITED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 

• BEGAN HIS PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL CAREER IN 1955 AS A DEFENSIVE LINEBACKER WITH 

THE PITTSBURGH STEELERS 

• DURING HIS NINE YEAR CAREER AS A STEELER (1955-63) VOTED MVP IN 1959, NAMED 

DEFENSIVE CAPTAIN AND SELECTED TO THREE NFL PRO BOWLS 

• COMPLETED ms TWELVE YEAR NFL CAREER WITH THE WASHINGTON REDSKINS (1964-1966) 
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In Memory of 

Gene Cattane 
St. Clairsville Red Devil Class of 1977 

The Saints Club 
St. Clairsville, Ohio 
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Congratulations 
Nick Bedway 

Thanks for your 47 years of dedicated service to the 
youth of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

Your election to the OVAC Hall of Fame 
is most deserving 

From your buddies, 
Frank Pasden, Dave Schuetz, Joe Belancic, 

Mike Kostival, Jim Fiorilli 

Congratulations 
Sam Andy 

Thanks for your dedication to the kids of Ohio County 
on the basketball court and off the basketball court 

Your election to the OVAC Hall of Fame 
is most deserving 

Go Browns! 

From your Vegas buddies, 
Frank Pasden, Dave Schuetz, Mike Kostival, Nick·Bedway 
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Congratulations 

John Leon 
Brooke High School, Class of 1976 

Brooke Football Boosters 

Congratulations 

Joe Fortunato 
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 

Les Carney 
OVAC 'Legends' Honoree 

Indian Creek 
Athletic Boosters 
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*************** 
The employees of The Intelligencer 

and Wheeling News-Register 

would like to congratulate 

Nick Bedway 

on being named to the OVAC Hall of Fame 

''You have helped to make the 
OVAC what it is today." 

*************** 
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on your 

Chris Enochs and all of the inductees 

Your Friend, WV State Delegate Randy Swartzmiller 

Strong State Leadership for the Northern Panhandle: 
Chairman: West Virginia Homeland Security 

West Virginia State Delegate Randy Swartzmiller is 
working hard on issues that are important to You! 

Randy Swartzmiller, 244 Oil Well Lane: 
New Cumberland, WV 26047 

Home: (304) 564-3806 
Mobile: (304) 479-5140 

Capitol Office: (304) 340-3138 
E-mail: rswartzmiller@hotmail.com 

Paid for by: Friends of Randy Swartzmiller, Jeanmarie Swartzmiller, Treasurer 
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~ ~ 2,4,6,8! 
Who do we appreciate? 

Pap-pap Klevins - that's who! 

Congratulations Pap-pap­
We love you and 

are so proud of you! 
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Congratulations 

Jennifer Hyland Brown 

on your induction into 
···the OVAC Hall of Fame. 

River High School!s 
first student-.athlete 

member of the ''Hall'' 

River High School 
Athletic Department 

Dr. Vince Monseau, Principal 
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HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTEES 

WHEELING PARK 
HIGH SCHOOL 
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Marshall County is proud 
of our inductees: 

R u d y B a r i C .. ~·. 

Doc Hartwig -.c-=4'1. 

Bill Hinegardner 

From the Marshall County 
Coaches Association 
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With the utmost admiration, 
affection and respect 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches' Association 
salutes and thanks Bill Hinegardner 

for making the OVAC Wrestling Tournament 
what it is today - second to none. 
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Beast Of The East 
Congratulates Bo, 

OVAC Hall of Famerl 



Jose' Davis 
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 

Mike Basrak 
OVAC 'Legends' Honoree 

Special 
Congratulations 

from the 
Bellaire High School 
Athletic Department 
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Weir Red Rider Football Boosters 
and 

Weir High School Administration 
and 

Athletic Department 
Salute and thank the OVAC 

for the selection of Bob Kelley 
as an OVAC Hall of Fame honoree 

An All-American Bob Kelley 

1960 Kennedy Award Winner 
1960 - First team all-State 

1960 - Weir Red Riders State Champions 
1958-60 - Weir won 26 games/lost 5 

1958 - OVAC champions 
1961 - Cameron Junior College 
Junior Rose Bowl champions 
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Congratulations 

Bill Hinegardner 

Thanks for your hard work 
and guidance. 

· .. River High School 
Athletic Department 

Dr. Vince Manseau, Principal 
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St. Clairsville 
Athletic Department 

extends congratulations and gratitude to the family of 
Gene Cattane for his OVAC Hall of Fame induction 
and for his outstanding contributions to the sport of 

baseball as a Red Devil from 197 4-77 

• All-Ohio 

• Four-time all-Valley selection 

• Fourth all-time in total hits in Ohio (172) 

• American Legion 'Player of the Year' in 1976 
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WHEELING LIONS CLUB 
ORGANIZED JANUARY 6, 1922 

P.O. BOX 1122 
WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA 26003 

lions® stratus wave .net 

The Wheeling Lions Club 

Congratulates 
Our Fellow Lion 

and Club Secretary 

Nick 
Bedway 

on his election 
to the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

Hall of Fame 
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west liberty state"cco11eee .. ~ 

and 
west liberty state totteee[~lllnnt•Di Assotiation 
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**************************** 
Congratulations 

BILL HINEGARDNER 

on your induction into the 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU. 
LOVE FROM YOUR FAMILY, 

SHIRLEY 

TThfANDLIZ 
ALEXA, BRAD & LUKE 

TAMMY AND RANDY 
SEAN 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE INDUCTEES! 

**************************** 
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Congratulations from 
the brothers and sisters, 

family and friends of 

Bo Mcconnaughy 
for his induction into the 

OVAC Hall of Fame 

CONGRATULATIONS! Congratulations 

Bo McConna·ughy 
for your induction into the 
OVAC Hall of Fame in 2007 

@ Bo McConnaughy @ 
"'"'ll·~ ~O_VA~C,=~.:-~~To_fF_am_e ~ • 

from the employees of 

CVS Pharmacy 
National Road, Wheeling 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2007 

Donna ,Toseph 
Donna Joseph (Shadyside High School, Class of 1964), A leader in the OVAC track und cross country community 

for three decades, she also coached girls track und boys and girls cross country at alma mater Shadyside High School 
from 1983-98. 

A registered trnck and cross country official for 30 years, she started working Cal Giffin OVAC Track Meets in the 
enrly 1970s and continues to serve os director of the Ouss A-AA meet, n position she started in the mid-l 980s. 

She currently is chairperson of the OVAC Track Committee with over 15 years on the board and is co-chairperson of 
the OVAC Cross Country Committee with over 20 years of service with the group. 

A recipient, along with husband Butch Joseph, of the Cnl Giffin OVAC Track Service Award, she also has been active 
with the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches. 

She is presently the secretary and membership chairperson of the OAT&CCC and serves on the Executive Board of 
the statewide organization. Donna and Butch handle the registration for the annual track clinic attended by an estimat• 
ed 1,700 coaches. 

She served us Meet Manager for the Midwest Meet of Champions when Ohio hosted the event at Ohio Wesleyan 
College and also served us Ohio coach when the meet was contested in Indianapolis, Ind. The Josephs were awarded Donna Joseph 
the Ed Burker Award this yenr from the OAT&CCC. 

Besides track and cross country, Donna also has ser;ed on the committees and worked the annunl Sum Mumley OVAC Basketball All•Stnr games and 
the Rudy Mumley OVAC Football All-Star games. She also assisted with the OVAC Volleyball Tournaments and team stnndings. The 1964 Shadyside 
High graduate earned her degree from Ohio State University in 1968 and her master's degree in 1983 from Ohio University. She was a mathematics 
instructor at Shadyside from 1968-98, 

NickBedway 
Nick Redway (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1958). One of the area's most versatile and prolific newspaper 

sports journalists for five decades, he has been on the scene for numerous OVAC events since 1960. 
After attending West Liberty State College for one year, he joined the Wheeling News•Register as a copy boy in 1960. 

Later that year, he joined The Intelligencer staff as a sportswriter. In 1967, Bedway joined the News-Register staff headed 
by Bill Van Home and was promoted to Associate Sports Editor in 1971. Bedway became N-R Sports Editor in 1995 and 
was named Executive Sports Editor of The lntelllgencer/News-Register in 2000, a position he held until he retired in 2005. 

He authored daily and Sunday newspaper columns entitled '"'Nick's Notebook" and also wrote columns on area golf, 
bowling, college sports, outdoors and the Wheeling Na.ilers' hockey team. 

The OVAC media guide was dedicated to Bedwny in 1999. 
He served as co-publicity director of the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Game from its inception in 1972 until 1990. 

Bedwny also ser;ed as the OVAC standings' statistician in football, boys and girls basketball and baseball for more than 
25 years. 

Bed.way ser;ed one tenn in 1977 as president of the W. Va. Sports Writers Association and received the Gene Morehouse 
Nick Bed way Award in 1990 from the organization. He was inducted into the Ogden Newspapers 20K Classic Hall of Fame in 2006 and 

the Media Wing of the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame in 1996. He twice was selected to ser;e as the Honorary Referee for 
the W. Vu. Super Six Class AA state championship football games held ut Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Bedway was the inaugural recipient of the Father John Lester Award for a lifetime of support to local sports and youth of the Ohio Valley and received 
the Spirit and Leadership Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Oub. He also has received awards from the Wheeling Soccer Association, 
Allegheny Mountain District U. S. Tennis Association, Wheeling Post I American Legion Baseball Team, Oglebay Park Men's Golf Club, and the Ohio 
Volley Golf Association. 

A past member of the Wheeling Hall of Fame Committee and current member of the OVAC Holl of Fume Committee, Bedway nlso is active with the 
Wheeling Lions Club and received, in 2005, the Leonard Jarrett Award, the highest Lion honor bestowed in West Vrrginia. 

Currently the chapter secretary and Board of Directors' member, he has served as media relations director, chapter president, first vice-president and Tail 
1\vister. Married 45 years to the former Judy Katona, the Bedways had four children and have five grandchildren. 

Earl Klevins 
Earl Klevins (Wnrwood High School, Class of 1934). One of the Ohio Valley's most prominent football nnd basketball 

officinls during a 35-yenr career from 1938 to 1973. 
Klevins attended Wheeling High School for one and a half years before transferring to Wnrwood High, from which he 

graduated in 1934. He played high school basketball at both schools. 
Eurl attended Bethany College where he played football and basketball along with competing in track under legendary 

coach John Knight. 
Klevins officiated in his first basketball game in 1938 at the Mn.dison gymnn.sium. The opponents on that occn.sion were 

Wheeling High nnd Bridgeport and his officiating partner was nnother OVAC Hall of Fame member, the late Walter Heil. 
Thirty-five years later when he hung up his whistle, KJevins had officiated in more than 1,300 basketball games and 570 
football games on the high school and collegiate level. 

Along with serving as an OVAC official, Klevins officiated games in the Southern Conference, the West Virginia 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference and at many other colleges in the tri-stnte area. 

He also played professionally with the Wheeling Blues basketball team and was a long-time participant in local independ-
ent leagues and toumrunents. Earl Klevins 

KJevins wn.s n long-time standout on the area tennis courts, winning many local, regional and national tournaments. In 
1975, Earl and his partner won the United States national doubles title in the 75-and up age bracket. The tournament was held in Myrtle Beach, SC. At 
age 45, he won the West Virginia state singles title and teamed with the late Loran Mercer for doubles honors in their age group. Earl also won numerous 
Oglebay Park Tennis Club championships through his mid-80s nt which time he retired from competitive tennis. 

The committee for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Basketball Cln.ssic presented Klevins with the Robert '"'Bobby" Dawson Officials Award. Earl and his 
wife Lucy have been rrnuried for more thon 70 yenrs. They raised three children: Earl Jr., Judy nnd Robert. They have been blessed with four grandchildren 
and five great grandchildren. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2007 

Sam Andy 
Sam Andy (Wheeling High School, CIIISS of 1958). The winningest coach in Ohio Valley high school boys' basketball 

history with 61 I wins over a 39-year career, Andy surpassed a record set by charter 0VAC Hall of Fame inductee Richard L. 
"Dick" Potts. 

Andy's head coaching career included two seasons at Frazeysburg (0.) High School (1964--1966), seven years nt Wheeling 
High School (1969-1976) ru,d the last 30 yenn; at Wheeling Patk High Scbool (1976-2006). 

Second all-time for victories in West Vrrginia's big school class, Andy's teams won three Onss AAA stnte championships 
(1976 atWbeellng High, 1980 nnd 1995 atWbeeling Patk). The 1995 state final was one of the memorable championship games 
in W.Va.. boys' basketball history as Andy's Patriots defeated Beck1ey Woodrow Wilson 99-96 in a triple-overtime masterpiece. 

He ulso had one other Patriot squad finish as the state roooer-up (1997) nnd four semifinulist teams (1988, 1990, 1998 nnd 
2000). 

Andy coached in 922 games ond his clubs experienced only three losing seasons. Under his direction, Wheeling High and 
Wheeling Prut qUHlified for on 0VAC record 20 state tournaments. In 37 years at the two Ohio County schools,Andy produced 
31 sectional championship teams, 28 Region One titlists and six Ohio Valley Athletic Conference division pennant winners. Sam Andy 

Through most of his career, the Wheeling Wtldcnts and Park Patriots dominated their rivals in the conference, winning 78 
percent of their games against OVAC opponents, They also annually played n schedule that included many of the top basketball powers in the state. His com­
mitment to have the Patriots piny the very best competition in the country saw them line up against other high school juggernauts from states including Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Florida, Kentucky, Michigan, Maryland, Louisiana, New York, V.rrginin and the District of Columbia. Andy coached four West Vrrginin Player 
oftbe Year standouts and bad 31 players earn college scholarships, including several Division I stalwarts. 

He twice was honored as the OVAC Coach of the Year (1976 and 1995). ln 2004, he was selected as the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Oub's Co-Mnn of 
the Year along with Monroe Central Coach Jay Circosta. In 2007 he was the recipient of the Enrl Hubcrfield Coaches' Award presented by the committee direct­
ing the annun1 Samuel A. Murnley OVAC Basketball Oassic. A 1958 graduate of Wheeling High School, Andy graduated from West Liberty State College in 
1963. He was a basketball starter nnd lettennan nt both schools 

Bill Hinegardner 
Bill Huugardn,r (Mendow Bridge High Scbool, □ass of 1960). Referred to by the lute Bill Vnn Home - a 2004 OVAC Hull 

of Fame Inductee - as West Vu-ginia Wrestling's "Man of Character," Hinegardner received his bachelor's degree from Concord 
College in 1965 and master's degree from West Virginia University in 1968. 

The former Concord basketball and baseball player entered the Mnrshall County School System as a mathematics teacher at the 
start of the second semester of the 1964-65 school year. He served as an assistant coach in wrestling and football at Moundsville 
High for three years before taking over the head wrestling coaching position when the consolidated John Mnrshnll High School 
opened its doors at the outset of the 1968-69 school year. 

During his 14 years as head coach, the Monarch program became one of the most successful in the 0VAC and also in the state 
of West Vrrginia. Hinegardner's teruns won four W. Va. Class AAA championships ( 1972, 1973, 1974 and 1979). The Monarchs 
we~ also runners-up four times and finished lower than sixth pince only once in the W. Va. State TourtullJlent. 

The Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling Tournament saw Hinegardner's John Marshall powerhouses take the overoll terun championship 
four times (1972, '73, '74, '77) and finish second five times, 1be Monarchs also earned five OVAC Class 4-A titles and emerged as 

Bill Hinegardner Class 4-ADual Meet winners five times. From December of 1971 through December of lrJ76,Hinegardner's wrestlers went through 
41 straight dwtl matches-without sustaining a defeat. His ovemll dual meet record was on impressive 133-29-1. Hinegnrdner's 

wrestling program produced 20 individual stute chmnpions, including a pair of two-time winners. Hinegardner also has served as an assistnnt coach in football, 
track and baseball. In 1996, he wai, a member of the late Mike Linsky's staff that led John Marshall to the West Vuginia Class AAA football title. 

He has served as President or Director of the W. Va. Wrestling Coaches Association; the Region One Coaches Association; Mnrshall County Coaches 
Association; Co-Director of the OVAC and W. Va. State Tournaments; Executive Board Member of the OVAC and the WVSSAC for Wrestling. The numer­
ous awards to Hinegnrdner included: National Wrestling Hnll of Fame Lifetime Service in Wrestling Award (2004); NationnJ High School Coaches Association 
District 3 Coach of the Yeur (1976); OVAC Coach of the Year (1974); W. Va. Wrestling Couch of the Yeur (three times); Upper Ohio Volley Dapper Dan 
Achievement Awards (two times); Mr. Mat Award for contributions to the sport of wrestling in the OVAC (1984); Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Carl R. 
Hnmill Award (2000); Moundsville Area Junior Chamber of Commerce Jim Edge Awan:l (1977) given for outstanding work in religious nnd youth activities; 
ru,d the John Murshull High School Wall of Fume (First □ass , 2005). 

After retiring from Mnrshall County in 1999, Bill went to work for the Switzerland of Ohio School District at River High School us a Guidance 
Counselor until he retired in 2004. 

,Toe Fortunato 
Joe Fortunato (Mingo High School, CIIISS of 1948). A nine-time letterwinner in three sports ut Mingo (football, basketball 

and baseball), he was an All-Ohio Valley Athletic Conference perfonner as a football and basketball player. 
Fortunato enrolled at Vrrginia Military Institute, but transferred to Mississippi State when the Keydets' head coach Slick 

Morton accepted the job with the Bulldogs. At Mississippi State, Fortunato became an All-Southeastern Conference fullback.­
linebacker, 

The honorable mention All-America perfonner led Mississippi State in rushing and had a game high of 169 yards against 
North Texas Stnte. 

Highlight of his collegiate career occurred when the Bulldogs defeated national champion Tennessee 7-0. Volunteers' Coach 
General Tom Neyland praised Fortunato nfter the game by calling him one of the greatest players his teams nt Tennessee had 
ever faced. 

Fortunato was drafted in the seventh round by the Chicago Bears, but played one season in the Canadian League before sign-
ing with the National Football League team. 

He started ut linebacker for 12 seasons (1955-1966) with the "Monsters of the Midway" nnd was nruned first team All-Pro Joe Fortunato 
three times along with being selected for the Pro Bowl on five occasions. The defensive captain of the Bears was also captnin 
the last Pro Bowl team coached by the legendary Vince Lombardi. 

After bis playing career, Fortunato spent two seasons on the Berus' staff, coaching the linebackers one year and then serving as defensive coordinator the next year. 
Fortunato also is the only Ohio Valley athlete to be selected to the National Italian American SJX)rts Hall of Fnme. He was the leuding vote-getter in 1be 

Intelligencer's 1970 All-Tune Ohio Valley Terun, which was selected by a vote of the area sports fans. 
Fortunato also is a member of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 

24 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2007 

Don Fleming 
Don Fleming (Shadyside High School, Class of 1955). 'The two-time All-Ohio VaJiey Athletic Conference first team 

honoree in football, Fleming was captain of the Tigers' undefeated conference champions in 1954. He 111so played center 
for the Shadyside squad that won an OVAC division title in basketball. 

This versatile athlete played in the Ohio East-West AU-Star baseball game held in Columbus and performed in the Ohio­
West Vrrginia All-St.ur Football Game held during the summer of 1955 at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Fleming went on to the University of Florida on a football scholarship. He wns n three-yeur starter and a two-way end per­
former for the Gators. He wus elected captain of the 1958 team that played in the Gator Bowl and was n member of the 
All-Southeastern Conference team that same year. 

He was drafted by the Chicago Cardinals of the National Football League and the Boston Patriots of the American Football 
League. However, Fleming elected to remain in college to complete work on his degree and play baseball. As a senior, 
Fleming also was chosen captain of the Florida baseball team that won the SEC championship and earned n berth in the 
NCAA tournament. In the spring of 1959, Fleming earned a degree as a construction engineer. Don Fleming 

When Paul Brown, owner-coach of the Cleveland Browns, traded for Fleming's NFL rights, Fleming bypassed signing 
with the baseball Baltimore Orioles and decided to play professional football. Despite never having played defensive back, he started as a rookie with the 
Browns at safety and made the NFL AU-Rookie team in 1960. After his third season with the Browns, Fleming was named to the All-NFL first team. In 
that off-season, while working on n construction job building 11 bank in Florida, Fleming was killed in an electrical accident. 

Born June 11, 1937, Fleming was just 25 years old at the time of his passing. Despite having played just three seasons with the Browns, he had such an 
impact on the franchise that they named their practice field, Fleming Field, in his honor and retired No. 46, which was his number. 

The University of Florida named its intramural field, Fleming Field, and the Florida Alumni Association estnblished an award in his name that is given annu­
ally to the senior in any SJX)rt exemplifying the best leadership qualities. He nlso WllS selected for induction into the University of Florida's Hnll of Fame and 
is a member of the State of Florida's Athletic Hall of Fame. Shadyside High School retired his number (59) and named its athletic complex Fleming Field . 

. Tohn Reger 
John Reger (Linsly High School, Class of 1950). This all-OVAC honoree in football and basketball was inducted into 

the Wheeling City Hall of Fame in 1998. 
Reger's football achievements were remarkable considering that he was less than six-feet tall and weighed just 125 

)Xlunds when he began competing as a high school athlete, but he hnd more important attributes such as a huge, compel· 
itive heart and the detennination of a youth twice his size. He played fullback and linebacker at Linsly and cnptnined the 
1949 Cadet squad that lost just one gume to Triadelphia (20-19) in what was regarded as the most memorable high school 
football contest played during that em at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Reger went on to the University of Pittsburgh on n football scholarship and his freshman team in 1950 went undefeated. 
After just three varsity games the following year, his collegiate career was ended by a knee injury. 

The Wheeling native returned home and was working in a gasoline station when his fomter high school coach, Etz Rine, 
arranged a tryout for him with the Pittsburgh Steelers even though he had not played football in three years. Displaying 

John Reger the sume grit and detennination he had shown in high school, Reger opened the 1959 season as one of the Steelers' sturt-
ing linebackers. During his nine seasons in Pittsburgh, Reger earned three Pro Bowl invitations. He becrune captain of the 
Steelers defensive unit and was voted as the team's MVP during the 1959 season. Reger played in his first Pro Bowl in 

1960 and mode two more appearances in 1961 and 1%2. 
He sustained a life-threatening and near career-ending injury during his final season in Pittsburgh during a game against the Engles at Frnnllin Field in 

Philadelphia. Reger was hit in the head and had a spasm in his throat that cut off air. Fortunately, the ambulance they sent for included oxygen and he was 
revived. Following that harrowing incident, every team in the NFL was required to hnve oxygen on the sidelines. 

Reger was placed on waivers by the Steelers prior to the start of the regular season in 1964 and he was picked up by the Washington Redskins, for whom 
he played three more years before retiring. Overall, he played 12 seasons in the NFL. 

Born on Sept. 11, 1931, Reger was selected to The Intelligencer's All·Time Ohio Valley Football Team in 1970. His wife Kathy pas.5ed away in 1996. 

Bob Kellev 
• 

Bob Kelley (Weir High School, Class of 1%1). Kelley made the most of his gifted and speedy legs to carve his niche into 
the Weir High and OVAC record books in two sports. He was a star both on the gridiron and the track cinders for the Red 
Riders. 

Kelley - conched by the legendary Jim Carey - rushed for 2,730 yards and 42 career touchdowns. Kelley led Weir to a 
10-J season and the West Virginia state championship in 1960. He gained 1,259 yards that year with 22 touchdowns. 

In the 40-0 rout of Nitro in the state championship game, Kelley was a one•man wrecking crew. He tallied four TDs and 
passed for 11 fifth. The speedy halfback also had a 75•yard scoring jaunt nullified due to a penalty. 

KeUey was also a two-way stnrter as a junior for the Red Riders. He was the second underclassmen in state history to receive 
the Kennedy Award, bestowed cnch year on the state's premier prep football player, und the first winner from the OVAC. 

The first-team all•West Virginia and all-OVAC honoree captured the Wigwam and Scholastic Magazine All•American hon­
ors as the Red Riders were ranked I Ith nationally. 

He played in the OVAC AII-Stnr Game and left with Most Valuable Player accolades. Bob Kelley 
Kelley also made his mark in track his senior season. He estnblished a Steel Valley League record of 9 .95 seconds for the 

IO0-yard dush and an OVAC meet standard of JO.I seconds at the sume distnnce. 
He was voted most valuable perfonner at the OVAC meet where he won three gold medals undone silver. He went on to win four regional track titles and 

four more medals in the state meet, including second place in the JOO.yard dush. 
After graduation from Weir, Kelley matriculuted to Cameron Junior College in Oklahoma. He led the Aggies to the JUCO championship, beating 

Bakersfield, 28·20, inn game played in the Rose Bowl. Kelley led Cameron with 712 yards on the season, earning first-team all•Oklahoma Conference team 
honors. He was also honored on the 1%1 Junior College Helms Athletic Foundation All·American team ns a firsMeam halfback. 

He Inter attended Oklahoma State nod Colorado, but wns sidelined due to injuries. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Saturday, August 18, 2007 

Welcome ........................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Invocation ................................................ Don Cordery, Rock Hill Presbyterian Church 

Dinner .............................................................................................................. 5:30 p.m. 

Introductions .................................. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC .................................. Rudy Barie (accepted by Fred Tweedlie), 
Mike Basrak (accepted by Gene Ammirante), Les Carney, Charles "Doc" Hartwig 

(accepted by Barbara Erickson, Charles Hartwig, Dorothy Albright and Susan Hartwig), 
Jim "Monk" Moscrip (accepted by Dr. Glenn Christy) 

2007 Hall of Fame Inductions 

OVAC 'Family' 
Donna Joseph ........................................................................ presented by Joel Joseph 

Media 
Nick Bedway .......................................................................... presented by Becky Buza 

Trey Bedway, Rachel Hallsten 

Officials 
Earl Klevins ...................................................................... presented by Robert McCoid 

Coaches 
Sam Andy ............................................................................ presented by Shane Mallett 

Bill Hinegardner ................................................................ presented by Edward Dugas 
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Induction Ceremony 
WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W. Va. 

Athletes 
Joe Fortunato ........................................................................ presented by Baci Carpico 

Don Fleming ................................................................ presented by David "Ty" Fleming 
(accepted by Rosalie Mcswain) 

John Reger ................................................................................ presented by Doug Huff 

Bob Kelley .......................................................................... presented by Bill Thompson 
and Bob Rossell 

Bo Mcconnaughy .............................................................. presented by Tom Ackerman 

Gene Cattane ............................................................................ presented by Tom Sliva 
(accepted by Brenda Cattane Ballog) 

John Leon .................................................................... presented by Paul "Bud" Billiard 

Jennifer Hyland Brown ............................................................ presented by lina Jones 

Anthony Reed .......................................................................... presented by Sam Andy 

Jose Davis ...................................................................... presented by Gene Ammirante 

Chris Enochs .............................................................................. presented by Jay Kiger 

Benediction .............................................. Don Cordery, Rock Hill Presbyterian Church 

Hall of Fame Inductees or their representatives will be available for autographs and photographs Immediately following the conclusion 
□f tonlght•s ceremonies. Additional programs are available prior to and Immediately following tonight's Induction at a cost of $10 each. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2007 

Bo McConnaughy 
Bo McConnaughy (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1966). He was a two-sport phenom for the Maroon 

Knights in the mid 19fi0s, starring in basketball und baseball. 
McConnaugby was a four-year letterman in both sports, gaining first-team nil-state honors in baseball as u senior. That 

s11.01e year he garnered second-team nll-West Virginia laurels in hoops llfter helping lead the Maroon Knights to the West 
Vrrginia Cutholic Tournament title. 

In baseball, McConmiUghy is considered one of the best shortstops the Ohio Valley prep ranks has ever produced. He 
went on to star at West Liberty State College in both sports. 

In 1970, McConnaughy was named first-team nll-WVIAC as a shortstop and shortly thereafter signed n professional 
contract with the Baltimore Orioles. A year previously, he was drafted by the Cincinnati Reds in the 24th round, five 
rounds uhend of Ken Griffey, Sr. 

He spent three years in the Orioles' farm system before returning home and starring for the Wnrwood Reds of the Ohio 
Valley Baseball League. Bo McConnaughy 

Bo was a second-team aJI-confcrence selection ns a senior for the Hilltoppers' hoop team. 
McConnaughy bns maintained his relationship with West Liberty, finishing up his 25th year at the Hilltoppers' 

baseball helm. 
He has accumulated more than 500 wins at his alma mater to go with five conference crowns and a berth in the 1990 NAIA World Series. McConnaughy 

led the Black & Gold to their first-ever NCAA Regional Playoffs in 1998. 
McConnaugby was elected to the West Liberty Stnte College Hall of Fame in 1988. He has been named WVIAC Coach-of-The-Year on fouroccll5i□ns. 
In addition to baseball, he hns coached football, track and men's and women's basketball at West Liberty. He is currently in charge of the WLSC 

Intmmurals Program. 

Gene Cattane 
Gene Caitane (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1977). Cattane put together an impressive four-year career on the 

diamond ns a shortstop and pitcher for the Red Devils. 
Some 30 years later, he still ranks in Ohio's top 10 in two stntistical categories - No. 4 on the all-time career hit list 

with 172 and No. 7 in RBI with 145. 
In 109 varsity games, Cattane's career numbers also included a batting average of .431 with 127 runs scored, 29 home 

runs, 13 triples and 25 doubles. As a pitcher, he compiled a 14-11 career record. 
He was a four-time all-Valley selection (second team ns a freshman and first team the next three years, including serv­

ing ns captain as a senior) and he was selected to participate in four Eastern Ohio Baseball League All-Star Games. 
Cattane was also tabbed for the Ohio All-Star Series in Columbus, equivaJent to gaining all-state honors at that time. 
As a senior, Cuttnne helped the Red Devils to the OVAC Class 3-A championship and a 23-9 overall record. He bat­

ted .478 (fifth in the valley) with valley-leading totals of 54 hits, 10 home runs, 38 RBI and 35 runs scored. He also had 
Gene Cattane four triples, six doubles and 16 stolen bases. On the mound, he was 6-2 with a 1.73 ERA. in 522 innings, striking out 

71 while walking 27 and allowing 31 hits. 
Cattane's junior numbers included a .455 average (fifth in the OVAC) with valley bests in home runs (8) and RBI (36) 

nlong with 40 hits, five doubles, three triples and 26 runs scored. As a sophomore, he hit 349 with vaJley highs in home runs (9) and RBI (46) along with 
38 hits, four doubles, three triples and 32 runs scored. His freshman totnls included a .449 average (fourth in the OVAC) and valley-leading marks in hits 
(40) and runs scored (34) along with 10 doubles, three triples, two home runs and 25 RBI. 

In addition to his high school exploits, Cattn.ne was also a standout American Legion player. He was named Ohio American Legion Player of the Year in 
1976 after leading Maynard Post 666 to a state runner-up finish with a 28-7 record, batting 350 for the season including .433 in seven tournament games. 

He also played for more than 10 years with Maynard of the Ohio Valley Baseball League and was a perenniaJ all-star. 
Cattnne, who WllS inducted into the St. Clairsvil1e High School Athletic Hall of Fnme in 2006, died in a tragic coal mining accident on Sept. 10, 1990 

at the age of 31. 

.Tohn Leon 
John Uon (Brooke High School, Class of 1976). This Bruin starred in three sports, etching his name into the OVAC 

annals as one of the premier football linemen and track weightmen ever to compete in the conference. 
Leon - who was aJso a standout grappler at Brooke - was a two-way line star for the powerful Bruins, earning a 

myriad of all~star accolades, including the 1975 Ken Hunt Award, going to the Lineman of the Year in West Virginia, 
making Leon the first OVAC winner of the prestigious honor. 

Leon led Brooke to a 9-1 season en route to the OVAC championship in his junior campaign before earning a11-
conference and all-state laurels OS a senior. The powerful Leon played in the 1976 OVAC All-Star game, captaining the 
Mountaineers to victory. 

He was just as impressive in track circles, rewriting the OVAC record books in the shot put and discus. In the 1976 
state meet, Leon launched the iron ball 59-1, breaking the W. Va. standard by some two feet. The record lasted two years 
before being ec1ipsed by future Olympian Randy Barnes. Leon won three state throwing titles, two in the shot and one 
in the discus. 

Leon was also a force on the mats, compiling a 48~6 mark as a junior and senior heavyweight. 
Upon graduation from Brooke, Leon accepted a football scholarship to Notre Dame. He was a three-year letterman 

for the Fighting Irish as a guard. The Irish won two Cotton Bowls and one Gator Bow] during his career at South Bend. 

John Leon 

After graduating from Notre Dame, he received his MD degree from West Vrrginia University in 1984. 
He has been a radio]ogist for 20 years. He is the current president of Rndio1ogica1 Physicians Associates. He is past president of the West Virginia 

Radiological Society, past president of the Marion County Medical Society as well as past president of the Fairmont Field Club. 
Leon and his wife Marcy have been married for 22 years. They reside in Fairmont with their four children: Johnny, Camille, Isabella and Joseph. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2007 

.Tennifer Hyland Brown 
Jtnnifer Hyland Brown {Rjver High School, CJass of 1986). She ranks among the all-time greats in girls' track, having 

excelled at the conference, league and stnte levels of competition as a sprinter. 
In four yeurs at OVAC Championship meets, Hyland scored a whopping 126 points ns River won two Onss 2-A tenm 

titles (1983 and '86) ond finished as runner-up twice (1984 and '85). During her freshman, sophomore and junior years, 
she won the 100,200 and 400-meters and was on the winning 1600-meter relay team while ns 11 senior, she won the 
400 and 1600-relay and wns second in the 100 und 200. 

In state meet competition, Hyland was the 400-meter runner-up ns a freshman in 1983; first in the 400, second in the 
100 and third in the 200 as n sophomore in 1984 (her 24 points single-handedly gave River n third place finish in the 
state); first in the 400 as a junior in 1985; and first in the 400 with 11 stnte-reconl time of 55.65 and on the sixth pince 
1600-meter relay team as a senior in 1986. 

Hyland also sparkled in Ohio Valley Track League (OVTL) Championship meets for the Ludy Pilots, winning the 
200 and 400 all four years while taking the 100 the last three. 

She also enjoyed tremendous success in the Belmont County Relays, finishing as the top scorer as a sophomore after Jennifer Hyland Brown 
winning the 100, 200 and 400; duplicating the top scorer feat as a junior by winning the same three events (including a 
meet record in the 200); and sconng the snme "triple" as a senior (bettering her mark in the 200). 

She was selected All-Ohio in the 400-meters all four years by the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches. She was also on All-District 
und All-Valley honoree in multiple events. In 1984, Hyland was named honorable mention High School All-America and in 1986, she was invited to 
participate in the Midwest Meet of Champions in Indiana, an event showcasing the best senior athletes from Ohio, Indiana nnd Illinois. 

A member of the River High School Wall of Fn.me, she received a scholarship to run track at West Vrrginia University where she competed for one season. 

Anthony Reed 
AnJhony Reed (Wheeling Pad High School, Class of 1989). Reed left u Justing mad on the nthletic scene both for 

the Patriots and the OVAC, evident when he became the fITTt pef50n inducted into the Wheeling Parle Sports Hall of 
Fume in 1997 for his exploits in basketball and track. 

On the basketball court, Reed was n two-time first team All-West Vrrginia Class AAA selection, serving as captain as 
a junior. He was a two-time USA Today West Virginia Player of the Year and the Gatorade State Player of the Year as 
n senior. He also gained first team All-OVAC and All-Valley accolades twice und was 11 tri-cuptain on 'The 
Intelligencer's 1111-decnde team of the 1980s. 

The 6-4 wing scored 1,290 points in two seasons, including what still slllnds as n school-record 663 points (a 28.9 per­
game average) as n senior. He averaged 115 rebounds per gnme that yenr and also set what was then no OVAC-record 
88 three-point goals as a senior. 

As n junior, Reed was selected to the West Vtrginia Class AAA All-Tournament team. 
In trnck, the talented Reed was a stellar perfonner in the high jump, hurdles and relays. 

Anthony Reed A two-time West Virginia Class AAA stnte champion in the high jump (including a meet-record 6 ft. 9 in. effort), he 
also set what was then 11 valley-record with a 6 ft. 11 in. leap. 

Reed placed second in the 110-meter high hurdles ut the state meet (14.65 seconds) und was on state championship relay teams to help Parle finish a 
close second in the Class AAA state meet in 1989. 

1be Pad:. product also made his presence felt at the colleginte level, starting und lettering for three years ut Cleveland Stute University. 
He scored 1,090 points (ranking him 10th on the all-time CSU scoring list ut the time), averaging 15.6 points per game as n senior to earn second team 

All-Mid Continent Conference accolades. 
As ujunior, he averaged 132 points per gnme nnd received the Pnul Stewart Award presented to the player whose unsung contributions did the most to 

further the success of the team. Reed also won the Mid-Continent Conference high jump championship as a junior . 

. lose Davis 
Jose Davis (Bellaire High School, Class of 1996). Davis put together some eye-popping numbers in both football and bas­

ketball, earning him All-Ohio recognition in both sports during his stellar cureer. 
On the gridiron, Davis was n three-year starter at quarterback, leading bis terun to a record of 30-5. As n senior, he led the 

Big Reds to a third straight OVAC Class 3-A championship, first undefeated regulur season and tint-ever OHSAA playoff 
appearance (Bellaire advanced to the Division IV state championship game, losing a 50-44 double-OT thriller to Versailles). 
He finished the season 253-of-406 passing for 3,551 yurds nnd 32 TDs while adding another JO scores rushing. 

Davis earned All-Ohio Division IV Offensive Player of the Year honors and was runner-up for the/restigious Mr. Football 
award as a senior. He also received first team All-Eastern District, All-OVAC Class 3-A un All• Valley big school 
accolades on multiple occasions. 

The talented signal-caller set BHS career records for most yards gained (7 .306), pass attempts (790), pass completions 
(455), highest completion percentage (55.7), passing yards (6,769) and TD passes (60). 

On the hardwood, Davis started and lettered four years, racking up 1,457 points, 479 rebounds, 167 assists and 151 steals 
(all ranking in the top five on the BHS career list). His all-star accolades in basketball included first team All-Ohio Division Jose Davis 
Ill, All-Eastern District, All-OVAC Class 3-A and All-Vnlley big school. He was ulso named third team All-Americnn as a 
senior. 

Also a three•year lettennnn in baseball at Bellaire, Davis continued his career at Kent State University. 
A three-year starter und lettennan for the Golden Flashes in football, he put up equally impressive numbers including single-game record for most pass 

attempts (59), completions (34) and TD passes (7); single-season marks for offensive yards (2,883), pass attempts (365), pass completions (194), passing 
yards (2,707) and TD passes (32); und cnreer records for offensive yards (7,731), passing yards (6,722) und TD passes (52). He hnd u Mid-American 
Conference record 551 yards passing in 1997 ngninst Central Florida and when he left KSU, he ranked 10th in MAC history in passing yards and was 
third in TD passes. 

Davis also doubled as a point gunrd on the Kent Stnte basketball team in 1997-98. 
Professionnlly, Davis played for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers of the Cnnadinn Football League in 2000 nnd 2001; for the Ohio Valley Greyhounds of the 

National Indoor Football League in 2002, leading the team to the league title by passing for 1,668 yards and 37 TDs nod earning championship game MVP 
honors; for the lndluna Firebirds of the Arena Football League in 2003, the Colorado Crush in 2004 and 2005; and the Grand Rapids Rnmpage in 2006. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

CHRIS ENOCHS 

OAK GLEN MAJOR LEAGUE 

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL 
AFFILIATES 

FOOTBALL 

BASKETBALL OAKLAND 
ATHLETICS 

BASEBALL 

HOUSTON 
ASTROS 

WEST VIRGINIA 

UNIVERSITY 
PITTSBURGH 

PIRATES 

BASEBALL 
ALL AMERICAN TEAM USA 

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES 

YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
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Anthony Reed 
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Bo McConnanl!hY 
on your induttion into the 

OVJ\C Hall of Fame 
from 

west Liberty State College 
• More than 30 nationally and 

internationally accredited degree 
programs within the schools of business 
administration, education, liberal arts, 
and sciences 

• Offering specializations in digital 
media design, forensic science, hospitality 
and tourism management, elementary 
education and more 

• NCAA Division II and WVIAC 
Intercollegiate athletic programs offered 

WLSC now offers students residing in Belmont and 
Jefferson counties In Ohio and Allegheny and Washington 

counties in Pennsylvania the MURO RATE 

What is the METRO RATE? 
A significant reduction in tuition and fees making 

WLSC eyen more affordable for out-of-state students 

West Liber 
STATE COLLEGE 

866.WEST LIB • WestLiberty.edu 
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Congratulations! 

Bill Hinegardner 

For Your Induction 
Into The OVAC 

Hall of Fame - 2007 

From your OVAC 
wrestling friends: 

Dan Doyle 
John Stephenson 

Ron Mauck 
Dick Edge 
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'Best Wishes' 
•• and ''Thank You'' 

'Nick' and 'Bo' 

Wheeling Central Alumni 
Nick Bedway 

and Robert 'Bo' Mcconnaughy 

Wheeling Central 
Football Coaches 
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Congratulations 

Chris 
from 

Eckleberry Insurance 

Ecldeberry Insurance 
& Financial Services 

□ NaUonwklo• @ lnsuranca & Flnanclal Services Marl,;. EcUeberry 
. .......,, • ~,,., -· Rru>dy &kleberry 

~~ LiccnsctlinWY,OH&PA 

•Auto -=' 
• Home 
• Life 
• Business 

304-387-1962 
515 Carolina Ave,, Chester, wv 

Family OWned Business 
30+ Years 

Ula lnli.nllcl, ~ b'/ ~ Ufa m.nrce 
lolw.ca)!nlt.q'a~,.-.:1~~~·~ 

_:=_=-=-=-="""'=""'"='"""""'=:::::·"":::.:::=~,~'="----------

************* 
Congratulations 

Chris Enochs 

Oak Glen 
High School 

************* 

Congratulations 

Donna 
We're proud of you 

Love, 
Butch, Joel, Jared 
Jillian and Jordan 
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Congratulations 
on being inducted into 

the OVAC Hall of Fame 

NICKBEDWAY 
Your whole family 
is so proud of you 

Love, 
Your Wife, Judy 

Daughter Becki Buza, Husband Dave and Grandson Corey 
Son Trey, Wife Linda, and Grandchildren Linda and Cole 

Daughter Rachel Hallsten, Husband Kent, 
and Grandsons Zach and Matt 

Thanks OVAC Hall of Fame Selection Committee 
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Flowers courtesy of 

Bob & 
Robin's 

Friendly florist providing a personal touch 

proudly supports 
East Liverpool "Potters" 

and 
congratulates tonight's 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
inductees 

II ttdm).1 tw 

Tel: 330-385-ROSE 
510 Walnut Street 
East Llverpool,OH 
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Lapel Pins Courtesy of 

DR. NICK TROMBETTA 

Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of 
Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber School 

Midland, PA. 

"As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role 
that this conference plays in the lives of the member 

school's student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on 
sportsmanship and scholarship are a tribute to your dedicated 
leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization 

of which I am aware. 

The OVAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize 
and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to 

inspire and motivate today's athletes. 

It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small 
part in your continuing success." 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR 
OVAC HALL OF FAME 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals 

BOYS 
Baseball: 250 wins 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cross Country: 1 O OVAC titles 
Football: 125 wins 
Golf: 10 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Swimming: 10 OVAC titles 
Tennis: 1 O OVAC titles 
Track: 1 O OVAC titles 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles 

GIRLS 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 10 OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 1 O OVAC titles 
Golf: 1 O OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 10 OVAC titles 
Tennis: 1 O OVAC titles 
Track: 10 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 

4. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 

5. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS: 

6. 

~ 
"· /"'l: 

~{~$ 

Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 
successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 

Open-ended 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Must be out of school 1 O years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 

professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 

Next year's OVAC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony - Saturday, Aug. 16, 2008 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc 

George Kovalick (OVAC 'Family') 

Ge11rge E. K11vafick (Bridgepo11 High School), recognized as the "father" uf high 
school wrestling in the Ohio Valley. Kovulick previously hall been honored with mem­
bership i11 numerous hulls of fame, induding those at Kent State UnlversW;; the Ohio 

~f1/?c~~1~~1
b~i~~hJetJif/:~~~~ !;fJ7he ~~?o W~it1~:PA~f1 ~}

0
~1ne~

st 
Liberty 

Kovalick was selected us the first rccipient (1976) of the prestigious OVAC Wrestling 
Committees prestigious "Mr. Mat Award," an honor giveu annually to llll individual for 
outstanding contributions to the sport of wrestling .. 

Kuv11lick directed chaJOpionsh1p teains in football, baseball and wrestling_ at both the 
intercollegiate and interscholastic levels during an c110rmously-successto] 28-year 
coaching career. 

Among the _athletes he tutored io high school or college were a!l-tiJOe Ohio Valley greats foho H11vlicek, 
Phil and Joe N1ekro, and Bobby Dougla~. In bao;eba!l, Kovalick coached the Hilltoppers to the 1964 NAIA 
baseball championship. the only natmnal title eveI captured by the school. He also had West Virginia 

Inte1~
1
t~fi~f !1h~~l~ C:i!f~~~t3::;n1~~~:£ :risi~ abfX~ \{,~~Ji!~ fTo~~~n~:.~!~~f Wsd B~d~~~~rt 
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8
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to win an Ohio state wrestling title since. He coached six individual state champions. 
Koval!ckas Olhcr OVAC coaching stops were at Moundsvil!e, Bellaire and Welr high schools. His ICJ73 

Wdr High football team was a st.ate runner-up, losing to Ea.~t Bank in the Class AAA state finaL He retired 
from coachin;i io 1978 but then served 118 athletic din.-ctor at Bellaire until the tiJOe of his death in 1984. 

He Wllll OvAC Baseball Director for many years and also directed the conference's mat championship 
event. 

Along with his great coaching knowledge, Kova!ick was also recognized as a marvelous competitor, 
meticulous organizer arnl a man with llll eu11rmous capacity for work. 

Cal Pokas (Medial 

cufhft~':'f~i~~i~:~~H i~~~l~~:i:~-~r:~i~~eot'~f ;::;!~~lt~!s!~~:~~ 
per greats in his own riclit. 

l'okus, who died in'1000, Wllll employed for 40 ycm 111 The Times Leader, induding 
29 memomble years for Ohio Valley sports fans as the sports editor. He also Wllll ussisrant 
sports editor, a courthouse and politlc:il reporter and Martins Ferry City Editor. Even after 
lits retire1nent, Cal continued to contribute to his newspaper's sports pages with his week­
~ "Eye on the Bucks" columu about Ohio State football. Pokas also personally saw to it 

n!i:filiei{st-/~tc~~edrn~~1~rhirn::!sso~r:18 cross-country, track and volleyball, 
Pokus Willi dt.'CJ)ly interested in the OVArihruughout his career and he devoted much 

of his spare time to serving on committees for the Rudy Mumley Churi1y Football All-Star Classic, along with 
compilrng starnllngs for the football and basketball championship r.ices, He also served on u media rel11ti011s com­
mittee for the bi-state league. 

Pokas had II term us president of the Ohio Prep Spom Writers Associ11tion, and was commissioner of the Ohio 
Valley Baseball League for 23 yearn. His interests III the oomJOunity went bevond the world of sports us Pokas 
sen·cil on an 111Msory board for the Salvation Army; was Belmont County Chaionan of the Multiple Sclerosis 
Association; and filled a seat on the Martins Ferry Civil Service ComJOissmn for 32 ye= until his death. 

Pokas' honors were numerous. In 196() he was presented a Communit)' Service Award by United Press 
Jnternatinnal. TIJC Ohio Prep Spom Writers Association muned him Sports Writer of the Year in 1976 and he was 

givc~\~l:t!::~i~to~;t)h~~ rr;;J~~~:;N1~:~lW1r~!I:~1;;"8f1~d a:;~ ~it~~CA~;~claiig~c,1~1i 
of Fame. He also received service awards from the Ohio Valley Go!f Coaches K;!l(iciation, the OVAC: Ohio 
Valley Football Coaches Association; Ohio Baseball Hall ofFaJIJC; and he was honored to be presented the first 
Sportsmanship Ethics and Integrity Award for the Eastern District from the OHSAA. Pokus wiu a "Mr. Mat" 
award honoree at the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, along~ith being selected for Bellaire High School's Wal! 
of Fame. He was naJOed as the Honor,u-y Referee for the Wheeling Park Tr.ick Cla~sic because of contribmions 
to Ohin Valley youth. 

Jim Foti (Coaches) 

Jim Futi was a basketball coach for 38 years ru1d a head football mentor for 20 
seasons. He already has been inducted into the City of Wheeling, West Virginia Sports 
Writers Association, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dau Club and John Carroll 
Unh·ersity·s Halls of Fame. 

Foti, a native of Jamestown, N.Y., ca!lle to tbe area in 1942 after having coached at 
Erie {Pa.) Prep. He coached basketball at Warwood, Wheeling Central Catholic and 
Bel!aire. Ovciall, Foti posted 466 varsity l=ketball vktorks, all but 26 coming at 
OVAC schools. He coached Warwood High to seven West Virginia regional champi­
onships and his 1967 Viking squad won the state title. In 1976, his final year as a head 
coach and the lilllt seaion before the Ohio County consolidation, Fotrs Vikings 
advanced to the state toomamenl semifinals hefore being eliminated. The 1975 team played iu the state 
chamfsionshzy, 'tame. He had five W,Va. Catholic title-winning teams at Wheellng Central n11d b'llide<l his 

sq~n 1~?F!ti h<;tt:rJ~~~~t~r~~~td~~!:~]~~hkh Jost by a point while playing i11 the Eastern Catholic 
champiouships held at Newport, R.l. 

Foti's football coaching career produced another 124 victories, including a 90-106-3 record at Warwood, 
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Rochester, Pa., at Steubenville. 

Futi n!so couched scmi-pmfes$io11u\ basketball for two years as he directed the WlJCcling I'llritans in 1947 
lll!d '48. 
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McConville,Alabama: Pete Schuetz, ~ucsnc, and Pao] Schuetz, Northwestern. At Warwood he had u role 
io the developmem of Chuck Howley, former WVU and Dallas Cowbovs' great; Bob Dunlevy (WVU), and 
basketball standouts Bob Ayers (VMI, Bill Kennedy (Arizooa State) and Greg Church (Army). 
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Samuel A. Mumley covAc 'Fnndly'J 
Sam11el A. Mumky (Benwood Union High School) served two tCJ111S - covering a 

total of 32 years - as executive secretary of the Ohlo Valley Athletic Conference. 
During Ule second term which lasted until his death in 1999, Mundey helped resurrect 
the bi-state league from the brink of bankruptcy to its current standing as one of tbe great 
high school conferences in the entire country. 

Some of the many highli¥hts from his stcwanfahip included: Helping to cstabllsh the 
OVAC Foundation ns a maJor fund-ruising arm for the conference; Secorini:: NCAA 
certification for the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity AH-Star Football Classic; Attrncting 
major fillllncial sponsors to support all of the OVAC programs, including the Banquet of 
Champions, an awards dinner that honors more than 1,000 athletes each spring ll!ld 
provides more than $20,()(Xl annually in scholarships; Establishing lhe all-star basketball game which was later 
renamed as !he Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All"Star Basketball Classic. 

Mumlcy·s response to a call of duty went beyond !he OVAC us he was one of the founders of the Wheeling 
Super Six Cmmnittee, which has hosted tile West Virginia state championship football games at Wheeling 
Island Stadium since 1994. He also helped secure the West Virginia st.ate soccer championshirs for the city. 
Five years after his death, the fruition of another one of his dreams occurred when 11n artificia grass playing 
surf= was installed at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Although awmtls were never important to Mum!ey, he was the recipient of nU11\Cfllllll honors. The !llajor 
awim.fa presented to him included: The National Federntion of Officials Outstandiug Service Awnni; Dapper 
Da11 Man of the year; OVAC Man of the Year; and Outstanding West Virginian. 

He wu u husketbull official for 23 years, ru1 assistant coach, athletic trniner and athletic director at several 
urea schools, including Cu!lleron, The Llnsly School and St. Clairsville. He was also a trn.iner at his col!ege 
11lma mater, the University of Maryland, along with the Washington Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles. 
Mumley served m1 the state of Ohio Bmm! of Equity, WU.'! a member of the St. Clairsville Boan! of Education 
arnl a spedul liaison for the Mental Retardation Board and School of Hope. 

Bill Van Horne (M,d;aJ 

BUI Um H11rne (Martins Ferry High School), was the dean of Ohio Valley sports­
writers during a legendary newspaper career that spanned 53 years. 

Van. Home was sports editor of 77w 7fore.~ Lemler for 25 years and the Wlwelit1g 
News-Register for 28 yellfS, during which tiJOe be was rccogmred by his pt.'Crs us the 
most informational and inllnential writer in Ohio Valley history. 

His work with the OVAC over the years was espt.>cmlly instrumental in tbe success 
of the wrest Hug, tr.ick arnl field and cross--cnunuy. Van Home was the second rec8lient 
~e~~ri~fi~~~•~!:ar';I_at" Awnni in 1977 and he also received the Calvin iffin 

His columns, "Vun Home on Sports,'' were ma,terpiecc chronicles of the lives of 
others.A giant in his field und a role model for aspiring writers, Van Home wa~ admired 
and respected for his integrity, de<lkation, fairness, knowledge and compassion, 

Van Horne's CO\'erage and support for events like the Whecling Distance Race (now The Ogden 
Newspapers 20K Classic), the West Virginia Tennis Open um.I the (now defunct) Wheeling l.PGA Clilllsic 
helped those events reach prominence i11 oor an:a. lfo backing also Wllll a factor in the popularity enjoyed by 
the Wheeling lrumnen, Wheeling Blues and Wh~'C!ing Thunderbirds (now the Whce!mg Nailcrs), 
professional football, basketball 11nd hockey teams. 

Numerous awards and honors were bestowed on Van Home. The Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
named him Man of the Year in 1993; he wa~ selected as tl1e West Virgi11ia Sportswriterofthe Yeartlrree tiOJCs; 
received the Gene Morehouse McJOorial Awnni for contributions in sportswritini: throughout tbe Muuntain 
State; and he was inducted into 11u1nerous halls of faOJC. Among those were the Wheeling Hn!l of Fame; the 
Lou Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall ofFllllle; Ohio Bn.'lebal! Hall of Fame, Minor l.eague Pro Football Hall of 
Fame and t11e Whecling-Ogkbay Tennis C!ub Hall of Fame. fie served as president of the West Virginia 
Sports Writers Assocmtmn aru.l was a member of the Footbul! Writers of America. Bill Willi the first sports• 
writer from West Virginia to be elected to the Football Writers Boanl of Dircctorn. He also served as state 
chainnan for the Heisman Trophy selection coJOmittee. 

Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Coa,h<S) 

Ricliard L. "Dick" l'otts finished his career as the Ohio Valley's u!J.tiJOe winuingest 
basketball coach with 589 career victories. 

Inducted into the Ohio High School Hall of Fame in 1983 by the Ohio High School 
Basketball Coaches Association, Potts couched a total of 40 seasons, all of which where 
spent in Monroe County. He began in 1951 at Bethel High School. His 1957 
B!ackhawkll came out of the Monroe County hills at tournament time and advanced all 
the way to the Ohio Class A state fiuals where they lost by a single point. At the tiJOe 
the school had just 13 boys in 1,'TU<les nine through 12 and all but one of the male stu­
dents was 011 the basketball teUJO. 

In seven years at Bethel, his teams woo more than 20 game.1 five times, including the 27-2 mir.icle tcuTTL 
that played in the state tournament. 

When the school was taken into the Skyvoe commlidation after the '5K campal!,'11, Potts was named coach 
of the Golden Hawks where he speut four years before mnving unto River High in 1963. He remaiucd at the 
Pilots' helm through !he !991 season. 

The fnrmeI H111mibal High School 11tl1lcte was named in 1981 as the rcdpieut of the prestigious Ohio Paul 
Walker Award, given in memory of Jerry Lucas' high school coach at Midd!etowo. Ohio. Walker was the 
Buckeye State's all-time winningest coach. 

The navy veteran, Potts was the first OVAC coach to reach the 500-win plateau in basketball, reaching that 
goal with a win over Monroe County rival WOOOsfo:ld in 1983. 

Considered a master stmtegist and teacher of the game, Potts !llay have been at his best during critical 
situations ln post-sea.sou play. His teams won seven overtime tournament games, including a nine-OT win 
achieved by River against Morgan in Class AA sectional play. 

Evan Reese (Officials) 

EJ'an Reese (Follansbee High School) served as an area high school and college 
arbiter for more thrui 50 years. He also officiated football in the Cw1adl110 League, the 
United Football League and the West Virginia lnterco!lcgiate Athletic Conference. 

Reese wa.1 OVAC CoJOJOissioner for both football and baskethu!l offic!llls and he 
wa~ president of the West Virginia Intercol!egiate Athletic Couference (WVIAC) 
officials in both sport~. He worked numerous state and coufcrence tournament chaJO­
plonship evems throughout his long and storied career. 

Reese also was a member of the West Virginia Secondary St·hoo!s Activities 
CommiHion Advisory Bonni and he was secretary of the Eastern District Board of 
Football and Basketha!\ Official$. For many years, he was on the basketball rules committee in the Eastern 
District. 

Tnday's Ohlu Vulley offidu!s remember Evau us someone who had a treJOemlous innu~nce ou up-11nd 
coming referees. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Murray comdall 

A. Wilson Murray (\\/heeling High School) officiated high school basketball, foot­
ball, baseball and track for 30 years, from 1946 through 197.5. lie actually began his 
otndating career in 1942, the year aftcr he gr.iduated from Whei:ling High Si:hool. 
Murray entered the servll-e in 1942 and did not return hume until the after World War 
II had ended. 

He worked numerous sectional, district, regional and finals in Ohio, West Virginia 
and Pennsylvania. fie also officiated basketball for 12 years in !lw: Mid·American 
Conference and the We.~t V1Tginia Jnten:o\legiate Alhletic Conference. Murray was a 
referee in the old United Football League in the days of the Wheeling lronmen 
professional football team. 

He served on the OVAC Executive BoanJ and served for 10 yearn as the colllllillsioner of the bi-st.ate 
league's basketball officials. He later was appoin!ed the OVAC's commissioner of footba!J officials, a post 
he held fmm 1977 until retiring in 1985. In 1977, he was elected treasurer of the Ohio High School Athletic 
As1,odation's Commissioners. 

Murniy offidatcd six West Virginia state toumaments and two WVJAC tournaments. Uie fonner Ci!y of 
Wheeling Treasurer was a three-year football nnd basketball letterman at Wheeling High ScbooL He played 
on the Wddcat.~• 1940 state champiooship basketball temn. 

Among the awards he was presented were: Ohio High Schoo! Athletic Association's Meritorious Award 
(1970}; a West Virginia Secom.huy School's Activities Commission Award for hls contributions to official• 
ing in the Mountain State; Honorary Life Membership in the Ohio Valley Boanl. of Approved Basketball 
Officialll (1981); OVAC fuemplary Service Award (1981), and an Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
Achievement Award (1982). In 1989, he was selected as the first recipient of the Bobby Dawson Basketball 
Officials' Award pre...ented at the Smnuel A. Mumley OVAC Charity Basketball Classic. 

John Havlicek (Athlete. mo,) 
John Harficek (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1958) was a three-sport high school 

honoree for lite Bulldogs who llitcr became une uf Ohiu State's basketball greats and 
was selected one of the 50 greatest NBA players. 

In high school, the 6-5, 180--CJ'.)under was a two-time All-OVAC Class AA basketball 
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averaged more than 30 ~ints per game the last two seasons. He led the OVAC m 
scoring as a junior with a 31.9•point mum, including a school recmtl 53 ma 103·101 
overtime win over Cadiz. 

He played in the Ohio North-South A!l·Star _game will1 Jerry Lucas. lbe two later led 
Ohio State to three strnight NCAA chmnpinnshi&~ames indudin5 a title their supbomnre season of 1960. 

a!s~es=~tR~~~~ ~lirC:g~~t~dbter t~-~~lb~~~t~h~!i~~ and batted over .40I), lie 
In football, the A!l.QVA~ quarterback was recruited by several colleges indmling Ohin State und West 

Vi~iitin Staie, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his three varsity basketball seasons and he twice earned All­
Bi!J; Ten Coofcrence honors. 

Havlicek was the No. I draft choice ufthe NBA Boston Cc!!ics and was also selected bJ:' the NFL Cleveland 
Browns even though he neverplaved in college. He played a few exhibition games as a wide receiver wi_lh the 
Browns before repurting to the Celtics, where he wuu!d become team captain and have his Nu. 17 JCl"SCY 
retired. 

Nicknamed "Hondo", Ha\·!icek retired in 1978 after 16 NBA seasons including eight Celtic championships. 
A 13-time All-Star, he is llie Celtics' alJ.tirne leading s1:orer (26,395 points[and was the first NBA player tu 
score I ,{JOO points in 16 ctmsecutivc seasons and, when he retired, lfavlke had played more regular season 

gaW:J~1!n8~~\i~\W!fl· ~~s N~~aiTil:~S~1i!;i 1fJf :l~8 
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Dan and Ohio State Halls uf Fame. 

Bobby Douglas (Athlete - 1960s) 

st!~r ~'me"i'iA~:f~~J~o/ri foC!(O~flci~f/J!\lc=~iu~Pi.ife ~~~ 
fiJst black athlete to win an Ohio state mat crown (1959) when he emerged as the 112-
pound tit!is1. He then finished tlllrd in the 1960 state tournament and won the 127-puund 
lTIJllm as a scninr. 

An All-OVAC football player and the conference Clas.~ AA captain as a 140,pound run­
ning back in 1960, Douglas also as a starter m baseball. 

He =stied two yem at West Liberty State College, winning an NAIA champiunship 
nnd Glacing second m the NCAA. lie then transferrei.l to Oklal10ma State, where he won 

t't thet;i~;i°~!~fi!j ! ~~r6t~~~~~~etiW!~ al~n~er JUht~ed!.fJ'~tXl
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Abo as u competltur, he wun five nation.a.I champiunships and a pair uf U.S. Olympic Trials titles. He had a 
fourth-place featherweight finish at the 1964 Tokyu Olympics und he captained the U.S. freestyle team at the 1968 
games m Melico Citl. Named the nation's uut.'ltanding wrestler in 197(1 ~ the war he retired- Douglas compiled 
a career record of 30 -17-7 (.953). He was runner-up at the WOfld Championihips that year. 

Still recui:nized as une of the nation's uutstanding wrestlin_g coaches, Douglas has been at the Iowa State 
Universi1y helm for 14 years and became just tile fotirth Divismn I mentor to reach the 400--victory plateau m 
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champions, 17 eonferern:e titlists und 25 ,\IJ.Amencans at Iowa State. Before taking over the Cyclones' program, 
Duila~ built a dvnas1y nt Arizona State. f'rom !975·92, he guided ASU to nine C(mferencc title and nine t(>p--!ll r.s th~~li~:i1\~di~'ld~j~fi~:i~!~.

1}l~~f~~~~-:1 c:1Ji~<l~18 ~u1.~!~Z~:. with the Sun Devils, he 
He was head coach of the 1992 _US Olympic freestyle team that cum~ted in Barcelona, ~n- All Ill of his 

r':fit~~m:fc1i::Ut:_.tlhe tup 10 m their respective weight clai;ses. Douglas has heen un the .S. coaching staff 

°''"!las was lnzliieted into t11e National Wrestling Hall of f'ame, the NAIA Wrestling Hall ofFnme. the Ohiu 
Hal! of 'rune and the Ariznna State !fall nf Fame. 

Ron 'Fritz' Williams CAthkle - 1960,) 
Ron "Fritz" Wilfianu (Weir High. Cla~s of 19641 was a four•year, three-spurt stand· 

nut for the Red Riders. He led WeJrto three straight state Class AAA title _games lnclud-
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baskefbau player was also nnA!l-OVAc and All-West Virginia footba!feod in 1963 nnd 
the OVAC and West Virgima Region I sprint d1ampion m the JOO, 220 and 440-yard 
events in 1964. 

TI1e 6·3. \H5•pound Wi!liams was !he first African-American tu be named fim team 
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record -and a\·eraged 30.'J as a senior and JO.I as a junior. He scored a school-record 
55 wlints against East Liverpool. He was named All-America by J'amde and Sclwlmtir Coach magazines. 
.'irlw/:ti::1~~U:,lXJ~~:;;;Jiao! ~~~t~.Clas8 AAA state championship football team and was all-state and 

He plnyed nn two OVAC Class 3-A title basketball teams (!962 and '64) and the 1962 OVAC trnck cham• 
pionsh1p squad. The first African•American recruited tu piny basketball at West Virg_lnia University. he still 
holds season and career assist recunls while averaging 20.1 points for his career - s1x!h best in history and 
leading the team in scoring and assists three years. On!}'. two WVU players - Jerry West and "Hot Rod" 
Hundley - wmbined for mure points nnd assists than Williams, a three•time A!J.Suuthem Conference hun-­
uree anil a second team A!l•American. 

The two-time team captain is a member of the All-Time WVU team (!966-75 era) and has been inducted 
into the WVU S_purts Hall uf Fame as well as the West Virginia S~lru 'Ha!!' and the Upper Ohki Valley 
Da~r Dan 'Hall', He was the ninth overall NBA draft pick m 1968 by the San Francis.:o Warriors und was 
also drafted in the ABA fifth round by the New Orkans Buccaneers. D~ not Pi laying college football, he 

is Wi1Ll!~~W1!;:d ~~f NB1~i:~~s il:. ir;:~1~1:1~ W~t~~,~~~ith tlle 'Rfl::u~Wt:rks ~!t~ ii~~lth 
the Los A'lifJes Lakers. He scored 4,797 career points and hai.1 1,818 career assists. He died, at age 59, on 
Mflfa~/aou!6:a%~• hume in California. The niad near his Weirton cl1ildhood home named 'Ron (Fritz) 
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Ken Alessi (Athlete - 1940s) 

Ken Alessi (Yorkville High School) was a 5-7, 155-pound basktball guard from 
1947--49. He still holds two all-time OVAC scoring records-1,142 points in 32 games 
as a senior and a career per-game point average of 31.0 for 66 games. 

He was tl1e first OVAC player to score 2,000 career points (2,()47) after averaging a 
then-record 35.7 polntll a game and setting a mark uf 70 poinl.'l, indnding 3 l gua.ls, 
against Shadyside as a 1948--49 senior. That effort prompted the national nposure in 
"Ripley's Believe--11-0r-Not." 

He also scored 65 points vs. Adena und 55 points vs. Di!lonva!e in back-to-back 
games. In one game, he converted 16 straight free throws As ajunior,Ales~i scored 845 
points in 30 games. 

A twu-time AU-OVAC Class A and All-Ohio Cla~s B honoree, he was the leading vote.getter in '49 when 
he was selected Ohio's Class B Player of the Year. 

A three-sport prep standunt, he was nnA!l--Eastem Ohio football player as a two.way back nnd kicker. nod 
he was a shortstop-pitcher in baseball. 

Recruited by West Virginia University, he played three seasons (1950-52) and was the starting point guard 
two years. He led the team in assists a.~ a sophumure while playing with 6-9 All·America Mark Workman. 

In !951, he scored 23 points in a bumc win over Wake Forest nnd tal!ied JR in a 77,7.l loss at Duke, which 
featured All-America guard Dick Groat, a future Pittsburgh Pirate infielder. 

Alessi served as head ba,;ketbal! coach the final 12 seasons ( 1961--72) for alma mater Yorkville High before 
consolidation. His best team went IR-3 in 1962 and his JIJ70 team won an OVAC □ass A crown. lbe '70 
team featured Chuck Saus, who would sarpass A!essi's career point tuta]. 

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete. 1950,) 

BUI Ma:eroski (Warren Consolidated High School , Class of 1954) is be~t known 
for his baseball feats, but the 5-11 basketball center also Jed the OVAC in scoring with 
a 27.6 per game average as a seniur nnd was a two-timcAII-OVAC roundlia!l selection 
and ~-year basketball starter, He earned second team All-Obiu Class A recognition 
as a scmur. 

A four-year baseball standout as a shurtstup-pitcher, Mazeroski led Wam:n 
Cunsolidatcd tu the 1953 Ohio Class A (largest da%) bascba!l finals before falling, 
2-1 to Cincinnati Purcell. Ma:zeruski pitched a four-hitter in a losing cause. 

1be athlete, known as "Catfish" as a youth and "Maz" doring his pm playing days, 
led Warren Consolidated tu four straight OVAC Ohiu-side baseball titlcs. lbe team was 
coached by Al Burarin. 

Signed by the Pittsburgh Pirates out of high school and summer, sandlot baseball, the Rush Run nati1·e 
was ln the major leagues in 1956 and became a J{).time All-Star second baseman from 1956-72 with the 
National League team. He won eight of the first IO second base Gold Glove fielding awards. 

He played in 2,163 games nnd co!lei:ted 2,(}16 hits but hb best known feat is hitting game seven 1961) 
World Series winning hume mo versu! the New York Yankees. He still hold~ some major league fielding 
records for double plays and assists. The Pirates retired his jersey Nu. 9. 

Mazcroski was inducted into the Baseball flail of Fame in 2001 and also is en~hrined in the Upper Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Baseball Hall und the Pennsylvania Sports Hall. 

Buck.eye Local High School, a conso!idntiun which inclodes Mazeroskfs a!ma mater, named it'I high 
school field in his honor and a section ufRoute 7 near his Ru.\h Run childhood home north ufTiltunsvi!le is 
known as "Bill M=mki Highway." 

Allan Hornyak (Athlete -1960,) 

AT/an llornyak (St. Juhn Central Hlgh School, Class uf 1969) was hest k.ntiwn as a 
reconl-setting 40-point per grune scorer his last two basketball seasons, but the lefthander 
also was a three-sport sta.niluut perfonncr as a football quarterback and first baseman• 
pitcher in baseball. 

A 6-1. 185-puund !ong·range shooting_guard in the era priur tu the three-pointer. 
Homyak led tile OVAC nod the state uf Ohm in scoring his last two seasons witli an all­
time OVAC record 42.7 average as a junior plus a 41.95 scniur nurm. 

As,j·unlor, he scored 812 points in 19 games, including 295 j!oals and 222-uf-272 free 
throws. n his seniur year, he tallied 923 points in 21 grune~ w1tl1 346 goals and 131-of• 
296 free throws, 

The twn,time Al!·OVAC and AI\.Qhio cager set the OVAC record uf 86 points. includ­
ing 40 goals. in a 1969 win over Tiltonsvil!e nnd he scored 61 points the next night against ri\·al Bellaire. 

He S..,'Ored at least 50 points in a game 14 times and ended his SO-game career with a ll\Cn OVAC record 2.385 
puints. lbe Irish won back-to-back OVAC Cla,s AA basketball titles including a 20·2 overall record in 1969, 

His scorin& elfon.s resulted in artkles in Sp,m magazine, the New fork Time.1 and i,.iwrts ll/u,1/mted 'Faces 
in the Crowd. Homvak earned Sdwlastic Coadi A!l·America honors and his No. 20 hume basketball jersey 
wns retired by the school. 

In fuothall. St. John's also won an OVAC crown with a 9-1 rel'Ord in 1968. with Homyak a~ an AU-OVAC 
quarterback. He passed for 14 touchdowns that season. 

Recruited for basketball by numerous colleges, he opted for Tiie Ohiu State Univer:sity where he led tile 
Buckey~s in sruring_ three straight years nnd earned All-aig Ten Conference hunurs each year and All-America 

recrren/!W'b~J !~'lli~School's fourth all•time career scorer with 1.572 points in 69 games and is a member of 

Thel~;lta!a~te~~n~in~.a~\3[,l~ei6lh o\'cra!l. of the NBA's Cleveland Cavalim. He was also 
drafted by the ABA Indiana Pacers m !be filTh round, but dii.ln't eumpcte in the pm ranks. 

Doug Donley (Athlete - mo,) 

Doug Donley (Cambridge High School, Cla~s uf 1977) was_ a three-sport standout, 
excelling in football, track and basketball and earning the nickname "White Lightning" 
for his blazinis speed. 

On the gndiron, Dunky was a lhree•ycar lettennan at running back for the Bohcats, 
finishing with a career total of2.572 mshing yards. He nlw had 226 yurd8 receiving nnd 
I ,028 yanls in kick returns for a career all-purpose yardage total uf 3,826 yard.'! to go 
with 31 TOs. 

Dunlcy·s football accolades included firnt team AU-Ohio Class AAA (!976) by both 
171e Associaled Press and United Press Jmenuuimwl; Ea,tem Distrkt Class AAA 
"Player of the Year" (1976); and first team All-OVAC Class 4-A (1976), 

In track, Donley won tlie OVAC Class 4-A championship in the lung jump as a junior (1976) with a leap 
uf 21 ft. 2,5 lo. and was a double-winner at the conference meet as a senmr {1977) winning the Jung jomp 
(2!--10.75 and the 220--yard dash (22.4 secunds), helping the Bobcats to the OVAC temn title, 

He earned Al!•Eiistem District in the 100-yanl dash and was recognized a.~ a high school All·Amcrican in 

""'· Alsua standout in bllSketball, Donley was hampered by a shoulder injury but still managei.l to score IUpolnts 
per contest and had a schuul•recurd 17-assist game. 

Widely recmited for football, Donley attended The Obin State Univer1;ity and earned first team All-Big Ten 
and honorable mention Al!•America accolades at wide receiver(l981l). He ranks among the Buck.eyes' nll--time 
leading m:eivers in scver.11 rntegories, induding career yard'! per catch (211, i;ccond); yardage (2,252, fourth); 
touchdowns (16, fifth); and rece-ptions (106, tied for ninth). He led the team in receptions from 1978-80. 

Donley was a sewnd round i.lraft choice of the Dallas Cowhoys in 1981, playing four ycat11 in the NFL. He 
cnoght 55 passes for 898 yanls and fourTDs. 

lmlucted into tl1e Cambridge High School Hall ofFame,Donlcy ls president of Advantage Golf Tournament 
Services in Addison, Texas. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athleh! ~ 1970s) 

r1111 Sptnter (St. Clairsville High School, Clasg of 1979) ranks with the greatest 
running backs ever tu grace Ohio Valley high sd100\ gridirons. Spencer - who plied hi5 
tr.idc for kgernlary coach George Strager - rushed for some 3,144 yards am! 50 touch­
downs. He scored 338 points during his R~>d DevU grid career. 

As n senior, the Pamde All-American gained 1,670 yards and scored 28 touchdowns 
while his junior numbers totaled 1,280 rushing yards and 18 touchdowm. Spencer's top 
prep game came wi a senior when he rushed for 306 yun.ls and scored six touchdowns 
agamst Martins Ferry. AU told, he scored 40 points in that contest. 

He was awarded A!l-OVAC and All-Ohio football honors following his junior and 
senior scascms. 

Spencer also played basketball and rJn track for the Red Devils, excelling in the JOO- and 200-meters. 
After his prep days, Spencer matriculated to Columbus to play for Coach Earle Bruce ·s Ohio State BllCkeyes. 
The 6-1, 2IO•pounder was a three-year starter for the Buckeyes. He finished his career with 3,553 yards 

whkh still nmks third on Ohio State·s al!-time rushing cbam. 
Spencer led tl1e Big Ten in rushing as u senior with l;371 yards, eighth best in the nation. He was acconkd 

All-Big Ten honors twke and was a second•team UPI AU-American selection as a i;cnior. 
He serYed as the Buckeyes' co-captain as a senior and was voted the team MVP that year. He was also named 

MVP of the Holiday Bowl as he rushed for 167 yanls and two TDs in OSU's 47-17 win. 
Spencer was the second player selected in the United States Football League (USFI..) drn.ft by the Chicago 

Blitz. Afte:r a throe-year USFL stint, he signed with the San Diego Chmgern where he started fill" four years at 
fullback. 

He gaiJWd more than 5,000 rushing yards and scored 45 touchdowns as a professional. 
Spencer served as Ohio State's mnning backs coach fmm 1994 through the 2003 i;cason. He left the 

Buckeyes for 011 ossistant's mle with the Chicago Bears. 

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete • 1980,) 

Mhch /lanrmht (Skyvue High School, Class of 1985) was the e~tome ofa winner ill 

~~ :;~:;;i~
1
~~J~':;~~!k~~t~J[~~}t'.!s%if. sparked the tiny olden Hawks tii the 

In tmaktball, Skyvue made the OHSAA state tnumament in Hannahs' junior and sen­
ior seasons, finishing as the Class A mnncr-up in 1984-85. He was selected first team 
AU-Ohio U5 a senior und second team as a junior and was a two--time first team All­
Eastern District,AJ!.OVAC and AH-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree. He also partic­
ipated in the Ohio North-South A!l•Star classic lollowing a senior season where the 5• ,, 
JO guard aven1ged more than 22 points per game. V 

lo baseball, the consistent-hitting and sure-handed shortstop hclpc.>d the lfawh to _the 
Ohio Class A state championship as a senior (1985) ns well as the OVAC and PVC titles. He earned fin,t team 
All-Ohio,All-Eastem District, AH-OVAC and All-PVC honors and v..w; i;clected for the Ohio Baseba!l All-Star 
Series. 

He also received All-Eastern District, All-OVAC illld All-PVC accolades following his sophomore (1983) 
ond junior (1984) seasons. 

Al"ter graduation Hannahs pulled off a rare "double" when his college team - Indiana State University • 
advanced to the NCAA Division I College World Series in 1986 and that same season, he played for the 
Maymml Posi 666 team which ad\·atJCed to the American Legion World Serics. lfonnal1s was voted MVP of 
the reginnal tournament that season and won the Louisvil!e Slugger Awanl for t11e highest batting oYerage in 
tournament p!ay. 

At Indiana State, Hannalis was a three-time AH-Missouri Valley Conference performer (1987-89) and was 
an NCAA Division I All-American following his senior year (1989). 

He was a 16th round drnft pick of the Milwaukee Brewers, playing in their farm system from 1989-93. 
Hannahs is currently athletic director and head baseball coach ot Lmcoln Tr.iii College in Robinson, Illinois. 
He previously coached for seven years at his alma mater - Indiana State University. 

Geno Ford (Athlete· 1990,) 

Gena Fard (Cambridge High School, Class of 191JJ) achieved the ultimate honor 
of a high school basketball player in the state of Ohio when he was selected "Mr. 
Basketball" following his senlor season. 

The 5-8 sharpshoote:r finished a ste\lnrfour-year career with the Bobcats as Ohio's 
second all-time leading scorer with 2,680 points which a!su 5tands as the OVAC's 
all-time high-water mark. 

Ford's name also appea,s in the OHS AA record hook in the following categories: 
288 free throws made in o season (1991-92). first all-time; 697 free throws made in 
a career (1989-93), first all-time; and 928 point.~ in a season (1991-92). seventh 
oil-time. 

Playing for his father, highly-successful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Geno earned AH-Ohio Division 
II first team accolades following both his junior and senior seasuns. He wos also a two-time All-Eastern 
District Division II "Player of the Year" and two--time All-OVAC Class 4-A first team pick. 

Fnrd went on to become o four-year lcttcmmn nt Ohio University. earning All•Mid American 
Conference second team hnnors as a junior ( 1996) Md first team plaudits as a seoiur (1997). He is the fifth 
all-time leading scorer at OU with l ,7'52 points. One of the most popular players at OU. Ford helped the 
Bobcats to one NCAA and one NIT appearance during hi.~ career. 

Following gr.1.duation, he served as o graduate assistant (1998-99) ond ossistant coach (1999-2001) at 
Ohio University; was heod coach for one season at Division II Shawnee State University (2001-02), 
leading his team to a 22- HI record and eaming Amerlcan Mideast Conference "Coach of the Year" 
honors; served as an assistant coach at Kent State University since the 2002-03 i;cason. 
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Amy Gamble (Athlete• 19811s) 

AmyGumble (John Man;holl High Schoo!, Class of 1982) i~ one of the Ohio Val!ey's 
greatest female athletes of all time. Gamble e:c.cclled in throe sports - basketball, trnck 
:md wonien·a handball. 

She became Marshall County's fin,t Olympian when she competed with the U.S. 
Women's Handball Team in the 1988 Games held in Seoul, Korea. Earlier, the U.S. 
Wouien were crowned as champinns of the Pan American Games. 

Gamble was i;clectcd as the West Viiglnia Womcn's Basktball Player nf the Year in 
1982 after leading John Marshall to the state Cla~s AAA championship. She aYeraged 
23 points and 18 rebounds on a 22-1 record team which avenged its only loss hy defeat­
ing E!k.im in the state finals. Captain of the All-Starn Team, Gamble was a tw1rtime Cla.~s AAA first•team 
honoree. She was chosen AH-OVAC and All-Valley three stndght years. 

She was the first JMHS girls' basketball performer to score more than 1,000 points and the initinl Monarch 
athlete to have her jersey retired. She scored 1,498 career points. Gamble was ranked as the No. 4 girb' 
basketball player in tl1e country her senior season when wus named to the Parru/e, Street & Smith and USA 
1i1day All-American teams. 

Recruited by Tennessee, she played as u backup on the l'J8J Lady Vols' squad that finished 11-'l the NCAA 
tournament runners-up, losing to the Cheryl Miller-Jed Southern Cal powerhouse. She left Tennessee at the end 
of that SC'J.son and trnnsfern,'tl to West Virginia University but played just nJW season before ,kciding to try 
team handball. 

After her appearance in the Olympics, Gamble returned to basketball und enrolled at the University of 
Ariwna. Despite having just uoe sea.•mn of eligibility remaining, Gamble was the team's leading scorer am! 
she enmt.-d Pacific-!O Conference player of the week laurels. 

I kr high school track career was a!so brilliant, as Gamble set numerous invitational mcel nod OVAC reconls 
in the shot put and the discus. She establi5hed all-time OVAC standards in hoth events and WU-'l a West Virginia 
state champion in hoth events. She was a three-time AH-Valley honoree. 

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athlete • 1980,) 

Vicki Pullie-Stukes (Wellsville High School, Class of 1987) is belleved by many 
Wd!svi!le residents to be one of the greatest athletes in the schoors history, ottested to 
by her induction as o mcmber of Wellsville High School's Athletic of Fame inaugural 
Class of 2004. 

During her high school career, Pullie.Stokes collected 15 first--place finishes at the 
annual Cnl Giffin OVAC Track Champiouships and she was selected as the area "Track 
Athlete of the Year" three times. She alsu eamcd hotb All-Valley and AH-Eastern District 
laurels four times each. She was a two-time Imig jump champion at tl1e Ohio high school 
state meet and was a runner-up in the 200 meters. 

In volleyball, she WU5 twice selected as the tcom MVP mid cumed AH-Area (three 
times), All-Eastern District (twice), and All-OVAC (twice). Three times she was named to !he Al!-Columhhma 
County team. 

In basketball, she led the 1987 1..ndy Tigers to the state finals. Her 27-1 record Wellsville team ended one 
of the nation's longest basketball streaks at 108 when the1igen; defeated West Holmes in tournament pfoy, She 
scored more than J ,400 points and collected more than PP 8CK) rebounds while helping the 1i1,,,ers too three­
year record of 66-8. Pullie•Stokcs was chosen OVAC "Player of the Year" tlmt season and was a two--time 
AU-Ohio honoree. She also earned AH-Valley and AU-Area recognition tltree times each on the hardwood. 

All told, she won 11 varsity leners and was selected as the American Legion 1987 Ohio State "Athlete of 
the Year~. She went on to piny colkgiote basketball at Ohio State and was o member of the 1989 Buckeyes• 
oquad that won the Big Ten Conference championship. She gained persona! honors when in 199() she Wn'l 
sdedcd as Ohio State·s be>t defen~i\"c p!ayer, team MVP and Big Ten honorable mention. Twice, she wa.~ 
designated as the conference·s player of the week. 

Additionally, Pullie earned o gold medal with the North Teom in the 1989 U.S. Olympic Festival, held in 
Normnn, Okla. 

Stephanie Petho (Athlete· 1990,) 

Stephanie Pet/111 {St. John Central, Class of 1992) remains the mea.,;uring stick for 
female basketball greatness in the OVAC. 

The Fighting Irish three-sports luminary re-wrote the St. John Central and OVAC 
scoring books during her career on Guemsey Street. The 5-7 sharpshooter finished 
her four-year career with 2.667 points whkh is first iu conference annals 1111d sti!\ 
r,mks sixth in the state of Ohlo. 

Petl10 wus accorded first-team A!l-OVAC all four yeani. The Bellaire notive 
earned All-Ohio h()uors three years, rnlmiuating by being named the state"s Division 
IV "Player of the Year" following a season in which she O\'eraged a staggering 37 .! 
points a game. 

As a junior, she tallied 35.9 points per game in leading her Lody Irish teammates lo a 22-3 record a berth 
in t11e OHSAA rcgionol tournament. She was named first team All-Ohio after scoring 9!0 point~ that 
winter alone. Pctho twice cracked the SO-point plateau in a game. scnring 57 against Shadyside and 56 
against Toronto. 

The two-year starter 111 the University of Pittsburgh carried St. John Ceutrnl to four OVAC clmmpi­
onships in ba~ketbal! and an uYernl! 75-16 record, Petho was no oue-sport wonder. also smrring ln vol­
leyball ond track during her prep career. She earned A!l-OVAC in volleyball her juninr and senior years. 

In track, Petho is one of the valle/s all-time great throwers. earning five OVAC gold medals in the 
weight events - three in the discus and two in the shot put. Petho tossed the platter a school-record 
12!"7 en route to a regional championship and o third-place showing in the state meet as a jnnioc 

She capped her high school career by belng named co-valedictorian of her senior class and she went on 
to become an Acodemic All-American at Pitt. While there, she led the team in scoring in the 1994-95 
sea.~on, became the career free throw percentage leader (81.4) and is 14th on the alHime scoring list. 

Rody Mnmley (OVAC 'l'amily) 

Rudy Mumlcy (Wheeling High School, Class of 1936). lfRudr Mnmky's heart was 
measured by the site nf bis love for his fellow men and women, 11 never cou!d have fit 
inside his body. 

Mumky, an educator. administrator, humanitarian, dyuamic organizer and charity 
fund-nliser, served the OVAC and the rest of Ohio Valley in many different, but special 
ways. lie was a twu-time president, charter memher ot" the conference's Foundatiou 
Board, served on the football and baskelball cornmiuccs and was the or_gaoizer and long-
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president during 1he 1967-61'1 school year. To help the game get uffthe ground, Muinley 
once mortgaged his home tn achieve the financing neeili.--d for the inaugurnl OVAC-~ponsoredcontest in 1972. 
He also was a great supporter of the OVAC wrestlin? tournament. 

A gr.iduate of old Whl'Cling Hii;h School and ¥,est Liberty State College with a master's degree frum 
WVU. Mumky scn·ed in the Alr Force during World War II and was recalled during the Korean conflict. 
He tau.,ht at Powhatau. Shadyside and Smithfield High Schoob before being uppolntcd principal at Warren 
Consofidated Hifh in TiltonsYille in 1964. Rudy later served as rrincipul at Yorkville High. La1cr, when the 
Buckeye Local Schoo! District was formed, he became principa at Buckeye South and remained there until 
his retirement in 1979. 

Mumley, who was bom in 1918 and died in 1999, also provided great sen·ice to the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dao Club 1111d his college alma mater, West Liberty State. Rudy was a member of the Dapper Dan 
Board of Dlrectorn for some 25 vearn and was banquet co-chairman si~ times. At West Liberty, he earned a 
rare honor as a non.athlete when he was inducted into the schuul'sAthktic Hall of Fame in 1985. He was pres­
ident of the HUhnppers • Alumni Association and the fouodatioo. Among the nmnerous honors he receivt'll 
indude: the Robert McKelvey Awanl mid Ma11 of the Year honorn from the Dapper Dan Club; \.v'l...."iC Gold 
and Black Achievement Awanl and the College President's Award, along with tl1e Wmwood Lions Club·s 
Citiz.en of the Year Award in 1981. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Agnes Timmons (OVAC 'Family') 

Ag_nes 17mmons (Sdo High School, Class of 194;!). This Octogenarian started coach­
ing pickup girls' basketball teams at Barnesville High School in 1946 when there were no 
~diool-sanctioned girb' programs for member schools of lhe OVAC She was a girls' 
physical education teadier at the time, after having graduated from Denison University in 
Granville, Ohio. 

Timnums considered it pan of her job as a phys ed tcocher to t~aniie whakwer athletic 
teams she could because she wanted the gir!s to have some compel!tion and experience !he 
fun of playing organiw.l sports. She would join with teachers from other schools in lhe 
area interested ln doing the same thing to sdredule games. They aho had to hire their own 
offidub and provide transportation to the game sires. 

Timmons left teaching after 1948 to begin raising a family. After having four children, she retumed to her 
teachins am.I coaching career at Barnesville in 1962. Timmons coached volleyball and basketball even though it 
wasn't unti!June of I 972 lh31 Title IX was enru:tcd, demanding equal sports opportuni!ies for girls. She was asked 
by then OVAC executive secretary Sam Mumley to host an<l serve as dira1or of the first conference volleyball 
championship tournament which was held at Bamcovdle High. Timmons coached basketball arnl track until well 
into tl1e 1981l's, butcontirmed her duties with lhe vol!eyball team until her retirement from teru:hing in IIJ<Jl. She 
also coached softball for one year when her daughter played because the talented youth also wanted to cmnpcte 
as a member of the track and field team. ll1e school district would only permit that to happen ifTimmons coru:bed 
both Spllrts, which she did. 

Even today, Timmon~ renmins dose to the Bamcsvil!e athletic program. Through this past sea'IOn. she served 11.1 
the announcer fur the Shamrocks' boys arnl girls basketball games, as well as for the home vol!eybal! matches. She 
also has been the nnnouncer and part of tin: committee for the OVAC volleyball tournament for over 30 years. Last 
winter, the then BO-year.old Timmons was called back into the coaching mnks when Barnesville needed someone 
to help Dill with the vol!eyball nquad. Agnes coached the jayvces and tlioroughly enjoyed the experknce. 

Her track teams were perennial c1mtemlers for OVAC titles and several volleyball teams advanced to the district. 

Bob Burton (Coaehe,J 

Robert W. (Bob) Burto11 (Magnolia High School, Class of 1957) coached several 
6ports at Paden City High School, but is most remember for a sparkling 38-ycar 
career as head boys' basketball coach (1963-2001) where In: amassed a reconl of 
554-327, 

During his tenure, the Wildcats won 21 sectional championships; eight regional 
titles; finished as state runner-op twice (1972 and '82) and captured the West 
Virginia Class A championship twice (1973 and 'B7). Paden City had 2fl winning 
seasons under Burton, including nine 20•win campaigns, and won live OVAC Class 
A championships (1971. '75, '92, '93 and '94). 

Borton received the West Vlrginia "Coach of !he Year" honor in 1986 and was selected to coach in lhe 
OVAC All-Star Baskc!ball Oassic several times as well as the West Virginia North-South All-Star Game 
in 1987. I-le wa~ a member of the West Virginia Basketball Coaches Association, the State Coaches 
Committee and the OVAC Basketball Committee, 

Burton also served as ao assistant coach io footlml! at Paden City for I 8 yel!fs, serving on the Wildcats' 
staff during two state champiom;hip seasons ( 1970 and '79); coached track for more than 30 years, 
winning several OVAC Class A and Intra-State League championships: coached cross country for two 
years and gulf for one season; was assistant hascba!l coach for three years; and spent more than a decade 
as athletic director. 

As an athlete, Burton was a three-~port athlete at Magnolia, earning all-West \.1rginia honors in football 
in 1955. At the cullege level, he was also a three-spnrt pcrfonner, playing football at Kent State University 
and then f1xilball, basketball and tennis after transferring to West Liberty State College where he !,'Taduated 
in !961. He then l"C(;cived a master's degree in education from West Virginia Uuiversi!y in 1968. 

John 'Corky' Vrotsos (Couches) 

]11Jm "C11rky" \.'rots11s {Martins Ferry High Sch<Xll, Class of 1946) not only initiated 
tin: sport of wreot!ing at his alma mater, he quickly established himself as one of the 
premier mat cuaches in conference history, 

VrotS<:lS guided the Purple Rider grapplers from 1957-68, leading his team to seven 
consecutive OVAC Tournament championships (1961-67) along will1 six strnlght Ohio 
District Tournament titles. His teams finished ranked in the tnp HI in tl1e state four times 
(!95!), '6(), '63 and '64) and the best finish at the state tournament was a flflh place 
effort in 1'160. 

During his tenure. Vrotsns coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Ohio State 
Tournament qualifiers, including JO state place-winners and nne state champion (17.5-
pounder John Sconlos in 196-1). Ferry's dual meet remnl during the Vrotsos years was 85-20-1 including 
unbeaten seasons in 1964 and '67, 

The initial inductee into the Martins Ferry High School Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1994 and the 1978 
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament"s "Mr. Mat. Award", he served as tournament director for the 
OVAC, sectional and t.!istrict tourn3ments after yielding tile coaching pnst. 

In additinn to serving as head wrestling coach, Vrutsos was 3Jso an assistant in footba!l and track for tin: 
Poiple Riders. He was on the footba!l ~taff during Ferry·s run of three consecutive umlefeated seasons (1959-
61) and four OVAC championships (alw 1963). 

As an athlete, he was a three-year lettennan in football and basketball at Martins Ferry. In football, he was 
a center"linebackcr under legendary coach Fred 1lmm3.'I, playing l"Cnter and linebacker on tlw 1944 and '45 
OVAC championship ~quads, earning all-conference "AA., hnnors as a senior. lie played guard in basketball 
under coaches Aoyd Baker and Ra!r.h Gartrell. After serving in the nnny, Vrutsos tl1en attended West Liberty 
State College,graduating in 195!. f e was a three-year ~arsity football player for the Hill toppers and a mem­
ber of two undefeated teams tliat played iu bowl games. (Smokey Mountain Bowl and Pythian Bow!). 

Walter Heil (OfliciuhJ 

Willter Heil {Bellaire High, Class of 1923) was regarded as one of the deans of 
Ohio Valley offidating thanks to a career that SJ!llnned some 38 years and involved 
three sports. 

He began as a bascba!l umpire in 1926 then added footba!I in 192H and haskctball 
in 1929, working countless games until finally hanging op his whistle at the age of 62. 

Heil officiated football and basketball at the high school, collegiate and profes­
sional levels. He worked live West Virginia High School State Tournament~. five 
West Virginia Catholic High School State Tournaments and three West Virginia 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Tournaments. He also officiated in the semi-pro 
Continental Football League, which featured the Wheeling Jronmen. 

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Boan! of Officials, the West V1rginia Officials Association and the 
International Association uf Approved Basketball officials and was 

honored for length of service by eru:h of these organizations. 
After retiring as an active official, Heil as&umed the rule of commissioner of both basketball and foot­

ball officials for the Ohio Valley Alhlctk Conference, a position he held from 1965-70. 
He wa.~ a charter member of the Bellaire High Athletic Wa!l of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the 

OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials' Award. 
Heil worked for Weirton Steel Corporation and was a resident of Yurkville until his death in 1970. 
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Doug Huff (Mediu) 

Doug lfuff \Magnolla High Schoo!, Class of 1961). This native of New Marti~\'ille 

ta:mr~~,.~!e1t.1rr~:\~lus~~~eto~11~iruWJof~~ i:;·;nt~};~fen:~~ a~~~~ 
sports editor in 1967, a position he held until 1978 when he was named as thal paper's 
sports edltur, remaining 111 that n,:sition until his retirement in 1999. He (iliviouoly was 
~!:: i~;.'i~~:~~~innont ,mes arnl worked on tl1e sports staff o the Dominion 

While the sp,.ms chief uf 77re /ntr/ligencer, Huff originated All-Valley Boys 
Basketball and Baseball selections in 1968, plus the OV All·Spllm Schoo! and Athlete 
Awards and the All-OV Scholar-Athlete selections. He compiled Ohio Valley arnl West 
Virginia reconls for footlm!l. basketlm!l arnl baseball, along with historical material on OVAC schools, coach­
es and athletes. Since 1979. he has been tlie EJtecuti\'C Secretary-Treasurer of the W.Va. Spurts Writers 
Association after having pre\·iously sen·ed as the president and football all-state board cbainnan. Huff also is 
on the Board of Directors of the Football Writers Assodation of America and the National Sportscasters & 
Spur15 Writers Assocla!ion. 

Among the nomeroos honors he has achieved include: induction intn the National High School S~rts Hall 
of Fame (1999): state sports writer of the year nine times; West Vlrgin!a University SdiOOl of Journalism PJ. 
Reed Life Achievement Award (1999): M~Jia H~ School Athletic Boo$ters Life Achic\·emcnt Awanl 
g

1
~':){R':;J~~l~v~ri,fw5Js?"~'.1n Mo use Award (1992); Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 

He is the aothor of ?ports io West tirginla. ~A Pk1orinl History" (1979) an<l also of the National High 
School Football and Basketball Record Books (2001 ·2002). Doug also co-authored "How to Watch Sports on 
TV. .. And Enjoy If." Sint-e 1975, Ju: has been a lligh school contnbutlng editor of Street and Smith magazine 
and eompiks their pre-sea.'IOn schoolboy All-America teams for football. boys' basketball an<l lmschal!. 

!~i~~ ~!i~!i~~!S ~tl:;1
~ =~~~I~;r~~i11~i{~= ri;~-~~t:.:I~fu~:!~t!il°~i:f~~~ 

busketbnll selections for Parade arnl EA Sports. 

George Strager (Caache,J 

George Slmger(McKeesport, Pa. High School,Class of 1943) h~ often been called 
the "dean" of Ohio Valley high school football coaches thanks tu a highly-suec~sful 
career that spanned some 3M years (1950-87) nt five different schools. He posted a 
career coachmg record of 246 wins, 115 losses and 15 ties which stood as the alHime 
va!ley record until eclipsed in 21X)4 by Jay Circosta ofWoodsfield/Moorue Central. 

Strager's coaching career began in 1950 ul tiny Sbtersville High School, compiling 
a 42·22·3 rerun! in seven seasons there and leading lhe Tigers to the West Virgi[lia 
Class A state champion,hip in 1953. He moved on to Clarksbora Notre Dame High for 
four years as head football and basketball coach (19.57-6<)), gmng 24-JO on the grid• 
iron and leading tin: basketball team to the West Virginia Class A state semifinals. Next 
came a three-year stint at Wheeling Central Catbolk (1961·63) which featured two undefeated regulllf 
seasons and a mark of 21-9-1. Tiie 1962 team lost to Charleston Catholic in the inaugural West Vlrginia 
Cutho!ic State Championship game, but the next y_ellf Stragcr·s team avenged that l!m to win the crown. Up 
next was a five-year stay at Cambridge High ( 1964-68), postioll a 25-23-2 recmd. 

He then bc!,'.an a legent.!ary 19-year run ut St. Clairsville High 111 1969, turning his trademark "belly series" 
to a record of 134-Si-9 there. His Red Devil teams posted three undefeated seasons ( 1969, '77 and '85) and 
the \9H3 squad earned the s.:hoors first-ever trip to lhe OH SAA playnffs and the 1986 team advanced to the 
orate semifinals before losing n heart-breaker to 01agrin Falls Kenston. 
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i~ ~:ivf~8lii:S:1:~~~0p,!;;~ giJs': ~i~;/1~1:~d ½'ffi_r □hiu Valley in 1992. He also coached 

A graduate of Salem College, Strager passed 3way iu 1990, bu! bis memory lives on in the form of the 
George Strager Memorial Football Camp and Scholarship Pm gram as well a~ the "George Strager Evening 
with the Stars" dinner held in conjunction witl1 the OVAC Charity All-Star Ftxitba!l Classic. 

Chester Grossi (Officials) 

CherterGro1!i (Weir High School,Class of 1940) began officiating in 1942. claim­
ing to be "drafted" inti:, officlatin_g by fellow honoree Walter Heil because many offi­
cm!s had been lost due to tin: military draft. 

His !oveofsports saw him enter tile world of offidatlng,not only in football, but also 
in basketball and ba~ball. He retired from officiating in 1987 after 45 years. During 

:~~~~~j;v~~b(ill"fnjlj~~L~dfi:i~°r:~::~LJl~tj:~n~~o~de!~:r~f ~;~ 
Virginia Catholic State basketball arnl footba!l playoff games as well as games in the 
We~t Vrrgima lntcn::ollegiate Athletic Conference and the Uuited Football League. lie 
is a lire member of lhe Ohio Valley Boan! of Officials aod the West Vlrginia football 
arnl Ha.~ketball Officials' Association. He was tlie 1997 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials' 
Award and was honored by the Upper Ohio Vul!ey Dapper Dan Club. 

As an athlete at Weir, Gm~si played football for coach Carl Hamill fmm 1936·3') and during that time, the 
Red riders won 27 straight ga_mes. He received a football scho!anhlp t() West Liberty State College where he 
ployed for Coach Joe Bartell m 1941 and after World War II. 

He graduated from West Libert! whh a bachelnr"s dc_grce in political science, returning to Weir High School 
as a teacher and as~istant coach. I e left the education field to enter into the lll\'Cstment and insurance hosi[less 
in 1960. He remain~ active ln many civic, fraternal and service organli.ations. He is preaident of the Weirtonian 
Lodge of the Italian Sons and Daughters of America, serves on tl)e Iloanl of Directors of the Fraternal 
Association and is an honorary national president of ISDA; a member of the board of the Upper Ohio Valley 
Italian Heritage Festival; the Weirtun Council 3734 Knights uf Columbus and an officer of their Fourth 
Degree; a life member of Post IO of the American Le<•fon; board member of Camp Fire USA; the Weirton 
Elks; and is a member of the West Liberty State Colfege Foundation·s Finance Committee, Hall of Fame 
Committee, f!Hltoppers Athletic Club and a life member of the Alumni Association. 

He wus inducted into the West Liberty State Colkgc Hal! of Fame am! was honoretl by the West Virginia 
Northern 

Alex Groza (Athlete - 1940,J 

Alex Grom (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1944). This 6-foot-7, 220-pounder 
led the Purple Riders to !WO straight undefeated regular seasoos in basketball and to 
the Ohio state tournament both years. Martins Ferry finished 24-1 in 1943 and 26-1 the 
following season. 111e Purple Riders won tin: first OVAC Clas~ AA basketball 
championship in 1944 as Grui.a scored a valley record 628 points (a mark Inter broken 

rte!~ ~~~_;;;;1~~c::~ ti~~~~~ ~~!~~s:~i~:~ scored 41 vs. Tilton~ville. 

Alex was the top scorer and rebounder on the University of Kentucky's "Fabulous 
Five," which wun back-w-back NCAA titles iu 1948 and '49, with Gruza being: named 
the tournament MVP botl1 yearn. He was a tliree·time a!l·Southeastern Conference 
choice and a two.time eon~cn.ms All·Amerkan. lie set 22 indi\·idual SEC records. Groza still ranks seventh 
llll Kentucky's all-time scoring list with 1,744 points. Alex's jersey number (1.5) was retired by the school. 
Gnii.a and foor of his UK teammates - Ralph Beard, Wallace Jones, Cliff Barker and Kenny Rollins -
won a gold medal as U.S. Olympians at the London Games in 1948. Grom, in 1949, was named the Helms 
Foundation Basketball Player of the Year. In a J950Associated Press nationwide poll of sports writers select~ 
ing the leading: athletes of the half-century,Alcx Wllll chosen as one of tile five top•rated bask.ctba[l players. 

In the NBA, Groza a\'eraged 22.5 points in 130 pro g3mes with the Indianapolis Olympians in 1950 and 
'51. He cuached Bclhumine (KyJ College from 1959 through 1966. TI1e school had never won a basketball 
championship before Groza·s tenure. He led t11e Knights to the Kenrncky Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
regular season and tournament title in 1963, after which he was named the league cuach of lhe year. 

Grnza later served as business manager and then assistant lo lhe president of the ABA's Kcntu,·ky 
Colonels before becoming general manager of t11e San Diego Conquistadors until the franchise folded. He 
then served as GM of a professional volleyball team for one year before joining Reynolds Metals in 1977 as 
a regional sales manager. 

Grnza died of lung cancer at his home iu San Diego on January 21, !995. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (Athlete - 1950,) 

Clmrlrt L (Churk) Huwky {Wai-wood Hlgh School, Class of 1954) was a first team 
all-West Virginia and all-OVAC tackle in 1953. He lettered in football, basketba!l and 
baseball. As a teenager, he abo competed for an independent All-America boys 
gymnastics grouj_}. 

llie West Virginia University graduate is still the only Mountaineer athlete to letter in 
five sports -football,gymnas1ics, wrestling, track and swimming. Ill football he played 
guard, center, and linebacker while earning All-Southern Conference laurels three 
strnigbt yeuJ11. Also the long snapper on special teams, Howley was sclcctoo as a thlrd­
lcilm All-American his senior year. Howley, at 6-2, 220 pounds, wa~ considered to be 
one of the fastest linemen in WVU history. He started in three college al!-star games -
East-West Shrine Game, Senior Bowl and the College Football All-Star Game. He lettered for the 
Mountaineers on the tmmpoline in gymnastics, a heavyweight in wrestling, sprinter and wcightmao in track 
and a diver in swimming. Io 1957, Howley was selected as the West Virginia Amateur Athlete of the Year. 

He was an NFL first-round draft choice (1958) of the Chicago Bears ~ only the thinl Mountaineer select­
ed in the opening round. He plared a year and a half in Chicago before being sidelined hy a serious knee 
injury. Howley was back home m Wheeling working at a gas station in 1961 when the expansion Dallas 
Cowboys traded two dmft picks for him. The ex-Bear decided to give it one more try and wound up starting 
at outside linebacker 12 yearn for the Cowboys, earning all-pm laurels sh times. He starred in two Super 
Bowls. The 1971 game saw Howley intercept two passes and recover a fomhle to earn MVP honors in a 
16-13 loss to the Baltimore Colts. He remains the only player on a losing team to be selected as the Super 
Bowl's most valuable player. In 1972, he helped the Cowboys win Super Bowl VI over the Miami Dolphins 
by intercepting a Bob Griese pass to set up a touchdown. 

Howley is a member of the West Virgmia Sports Writers Association, WVU, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Oub and City of Wheeling balls of fame. 

Mike Sherwood (Athlete w 1960s) 

Mike Shtrwtwd \Bellaire High School. Gass of 1967). This soft-spoken athletic 
great rates with Bel aire High's al]"time stalwarts in both football Wld basketball. 

He quarterbacked the 1966 Big Reds to a 9-1 season a~ a senior for couch Don Ault. 
It remams arguably oue of tlie best prep grid teams in Ohio Valley history. Sherwood 
led the OVAC with 20 TD passes that fall as be completed 73 of !JO passes for a 66.4 
percentage and amassed more than 1,40() yards with only four ioterccptioll.'I. 

He was just as impressive 011 the hanlwood for legendl!!Y coach Claire Cribbs. The 
sweet-shooting 6-1 guard was a two-year starter for the Big Reds and surpasSL'il the 
1,000-pointtateau while earning All-Ohio honor.~. He averaged 25.3 points a game in 
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lohn Central. He was also selected for the Ohio Nonh~outh Basketball Cla~sic. 
Following his illustrious prep career, Sherwood accepted a football scholarship to West Virginia 

University, where his father earlier played. After competing on the freshman team, he siurte<l at quarterback 
for three seasons. As a sophomore, he passed for some 2,000 yards while establishing a school record witb 
416 yards against rival Pitt,completin! 27 of37 passes. He fimshed the Slear rallked I Ith in the oation,aver-
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nmung WVU career lcaJcrs in total o~nsc, passing yanls, pass completions and attempts, TD passes, pass­
ing efficiency and completion percentage. He was selected to play m the 1970 Blue-Grg'. Game and woo 
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After graduation, he stayed on at WVU 1111d was a graduate assistant for \robby Bowden and Frallk 

Cigoetti. He went tu Bethany College to serve as offensive coon!inator from 1974-78 under his higb school 
ccmch, Dou Ault. Sherwood returned to his prep alma mater, servi~ as the Big Reds' head coach from 1980-

~h~f•~~~!e~~ ~f~~~Zl~ ~%t ~~dj~c~:~gy~:wg~i~~~I pJ;~;!1~c Year in 1982. He became the 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Athl,t, - 1910,J 

Juhn Fil/ie:(Magoolia High School, 1973). The first OVAC atlilete toeamAll-W. Vu. 
first team honors in football, basketball and baseball also set an NCAA pass receiving 
reconi at Marshall University. 

Nicknamed "Fuzzy~ because of his bushy red hair, the Blue Eagles' wlde receiver­
defensive hack led the Ohio Valley in pass receiving yanls his last two seaso11~ and ended 
his career witb 81 catches for 1,434 yanls and 16 touchdowns in regular season play. In 
bis senior seawn, Magnolia went 10-2 wilb a state Class AA rnnnerup finish tu 
Ravenswood. 

He temned witb Magoo!ia·s nil-state quarterback Brian Book to lead the W. Va. AU­
Stars to a victory over Ohio in the annual OVAC AH-Star game at Wheeling Island. 

In basketball, the guanl averaged 19 points a gruue and eamerl all-state honors after the Blue Eagles were 
state "AA" runnerup to Gary. 

In baseball, the outfielder batted .352 arnl complcK'tl his all-star trifccta with All-Valley, and a!l-stnte 
honors in three sports. 

Recruited for football by Marshall, West Vi'llinia, Vi'llinia Tech, Pin and Penn State, the 5-11, 175-pounder 
signed early with WVU, bnt opted for Marshall where be led the Thundering Herd in pass receiving for four 
straight yean and set school reconls witb 168 catches for 1,954 yanls and 14 TDs. His reception total ranked, 
at the time, eighth amung a!l-thnc NCAA Divis.ion I ret:eivers. Starting four yearI, he set a then-NCAA reconl 
by catching passes in 42 straight games. He broke the mark set by Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Rodgers 
from Nehraska. Automobile bumper stickers supporting the police showed up at Hern games, where they had 
a different meaning. They read: "I Love the Fuu," The team co-captain was a two-time All-America honor­
able mention choice and a first team National Independent All-Star honoree. 

Fi!Ucz also was selected us the state Amateur Athlete of the Year in 1976. In 1985, he was inducted into the 
Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. Fillicz currently resides in Delaware, Ohio. 

Dee Davis (Athlete - 1980s) 

Dee Davis (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1981). Tiie first OVAC girls' ath­
lete to earn firs! team All•W. Va. !moors three times set Ohio Valley and state scoring 
records which renmin 011 the books after a quarter of a century. Oveml!, she set tbrce 
OV and three W. Va. scoring standard11. 

A three-year Wheeling Park standout, she scored a school record 1,854 points includ­
ing 716 for a 32j avcmge as a senior. Sbe was oamed state "Player of tbe Yem'' and 
captain of the Class AAA nil-state team for tl1e 1980 season. She scored a school-recun.I 
55 points vs. Weirton Madonna and set a state tournament Cla~s AAA scoring reconi 
which remains on the books after 27 years. She tallied 43 points vs. Greenbrier Ea~t as 
a sophomore in 1978. lu two state tournament games that year, sbe scored 76 points 
including 13 of 14 free thmwa. 

Davis led Park tn a state Gass AAA runner-up spot as a senior when she ulso charted 104 steals, 71 assists 
and 87 rebounds. After the season, she was MVP in the stale North-South game where she scored 30 points. 
She earned All-America mention in Street & Smitb·s and Converse magazines. 

At Park, Davis also starred as a pitcher-shortstop on the first vursity softball teams und earned all-state 
recognition from the W, Va. Coaches Association. 

She signed a basketball scbolarsbip to Tennessee Tech where she playerl for two seasons before finishing 
her college career at West Virginia University. 111 her two sea'l{ms with the Mnuntai11cers, she served as team 
co-captain in 1986 with Georgeann Wells, the first woman to dunk in a college basketball game. Io Davis' 
junior seuson, WVU reconlcd its second-ever 2(1-win season with a 20-10 mark. 

She also played bai;ketba!I with a U.S. All-Star team in England and scored 150 points for a 21.4 average. 
Davis bas completed her 13th year as head girls' basketball coacb at her alma mater Park. She has guided 

the Patriots into si.t state tounmments aud won back-to-back C!a~s AAA championships in 1998-99 and 
became the first female to win the all-sports "OVAC Coacb oftbe Yeur" award. The Wliecling resident also 
coaches softball. 
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Dick Miller (Athlete - 1950,) 
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Maroon Knights. Milkr led CentrJI Catl101ic to the conference and West Virginia €:atholic 
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51 years until it was [sted hy David Contrnguerro, u four-year ktteJlllan for the Maroon 
Kmghts. ContrJguerro·s record was later toppk'<i hy a Ceutral girls' basketball great, . , 
Kuyleco Fitzsimmons. Miller also had a game high of 30 pomts in a West Virginia- ~: 
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the year .. Hc also was a standout pcrlonncr ill football and baseball in high schoor ,has a • .,... formation quar­
terba(:k as a fool ball petfonner and a shortstop/pitcher on the baseball team. 

Recrmted by the University of Wisconsin on a basketball scholarship, Miller was the Badgers' starti11["l JX:ilnt 
f,uard for two years. Nkk11amed "The Cat" because of his quickness, Dick averaged 19 points per \ame III Big 
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i11ating_in the National Toumame11t he1d in Denver where he led the Milwaukee Allen Bradley Team to a fourth 
place finish. Miller played two seasons with the Phillips Oilers ln the National Industrial Baskdball League and 
one season in the Tidewater Basketba!l Association where he averaged Z2 points per game and was voted the 
league's MVP for the 1962-63 season. 

Miller plajed baseball one year at Wisconsin, hitting 333 and playing second base. Because a shoulder injury 
in high sdioo limited his throwing ability, he gave up.baseball after one season to conce11trnte on basketball. 

His athletic career then continued iu a different Sp!_]rt as he took up handball (four-wall) and in his first year, 
he won the North and South Carulillll Open Sioi!es Chmnpionship. He went on to win numerous singles titleJ1 
thr1;mghout the_Southeast, including two llllliorm singles age group championships. He fiua!ly ended his com­
pet1tl\'e career 111 1996 at the ab>e of 62. 

Lance Mehl (Athlete ~ 1970s) 

Lance Mehl (Bellaire High School, Class of 1976). A three-sport team captain for 
the Big Reds, Mehl was abo Ull All-Valley football linebacker and ba,;eball first base­
man as well as a center in baskelba!l. 

He earned All-Ohio football honors for coach Jake Olsavsky while serving as co­
captain of the 1975 team which went 9-1. He played in the Ohio North•South game in 
Columbus und turned in a sparkling defensive effort for the Soutb all-stars. 

Recruited by Penn State University for football, he was cited by coach Joe Paterno 
and defcmive cnonliuator Jerry Sandusky a~ "one of the best inside linebackers" ever 
to play for 'Linebacker U'. 

Mehl was the leading tack!erforthe unbeaten 1978 Nitumy Lion team whicb bowed 
to Alabama, 14-7 in the Sugar Bowl and probably cost PSU from being declared national champion. In that 
game, be led Liou defenders with 17 stops, inclodiug 11 una~sistcJ tackles. 

After tbat junior season, he was nmncd tl1e "Mao of the Yea(' by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
and is one of only three col!ege athletes to receive that honor. 

TI1e PSU defensive co-captain also led the Lions in tackles as a senior and earned second team All­
America honors by The Associated Press m1d United Press l11tematio11al. 

Mehl waq drafted in the NFl..'s tbird round by the New York Jets and played nine yearn before his career 
was cut short with a recurring knee injury. 

He waq the Jets' leading defender from 1982-86 before a knee injury. The Jets' defensive signal-<:allcr 
recorded 172 total tackles (I 05 solos and 67 assists) in 1984. In 1983, he intercepted seven passes and picked 
off l5 career interceptions. 

Mehl was selected to the Pro Bowl after the 1985 seuson when he recorded 115 tackles, 43 assists and 
tbrce pass interceptions. 

After his NFL can.-er eud~'I.!, he returned to tile Ohio Valley und resides in St. Clairsville. 

Brian Swisher (Athlete - 1980s) 

Bria11 Swisher (Sistersville High School, Class of 1982). The 5-7, 145-pound 
dynamo became the first three-time first team All-W. Va. football honoree in 1"yler 
County as be led Sistersville High to back-to-back stateC!a~s A championships in 1980 
and '81. 

Swisher led the 1igcrs to a 13-11 record in 1981 as he set an Ohio Valley and W. Va. 
record for scoring by a linemmi with 26 tnuchdowns (receiving, rushing, returns) and 
156 points. He was runner-up for the Kennerly Awanl as state player of the year and 
was acconlcd the Hunt Awanl as stale Lineman of the Y=. 

He set season and career pass receiving marks in the Ohio Valley and avcrngerl 39.2 
yards on kkkoff retums and 202 yanls on punt returns. He also was productive on end-around rushing plays. 

Swisher. who set an OV record by cat,:hing passes in 36 consecuuve games - C\'cry game he started. His 
career regular season totals were 126 rcccptimt~ for 2,174 yurds and 23 'IDs. 

He led the OV iu regu\ur season pass receiving yards for 1980 (681 yards ou 47 catches) and 1981 (906 
yards and 14 TDs on 53 receptions), As a 8oplmmure. he landed 26 passes for 582 yards. 

Swisher was a three-time All-OVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as all-West Virginia three times. 
lu the spring, he competed in tr.ick as a JOO and 200-meter sprinter, long jumper 1111d relay member. He 

won eight iudividual merla\s in three state Class AA mL'Cts - a first in the HXJ as a sophomore, six SCL'Onds 
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He signed a football scholarship with Marsha!! Univer.iity and played four seasons, including three years 
as a starting wide receiver. He landed 106 passes from 1982-85 for 1,617 yanls and 14 touchdowns. He wns 
Marshall's leading receiver in 1983 with 32 catches for 560 yard'! and three scores. He also wns a Hen! track 
sprinter. 

Swisher currently resides in Lewis Center, Obio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athlete - 1990,) 

Joty Gall,nv4!J (Be!Wrc High School, Clm of 1990). This Big RM' four•sporl5 per-

fu'ni!; =~cc -~1!/~iSerc~rt:~: ~d XIT:~hii1:ld&':1fi;r coach John Magistro 
before a sparllng career at Ohiu State University. After his Scarleu & Gray days, 
Galloway was a first round draft pick by the Seattle Seahawks of the National Football 

Leacfaii;way rewrote the Ohio Valley record boob for pass receiving yards with 2,3.32 and 
touchdown recefe!ions wilh 27. He ended with I08 career catches. The5-9 explosive game-

rn~ake~ ~~lITi: i:1lf J!~:.1,~i~~~l"A ~o/~~~ry~:ctfJnfs1ili!~faif 
oa1fo!ay was a three-time AU-OVAC nnd All-~ey honoree ll!ld was namedA!l-Oblo ~econd team in Division 
Ill as a senior. 

In basketball, he was just as dominatini as a point guard. Galloway was a starter for three straight OVAC 
championship teams for coach Gene Amnurante, He eruned All-OVAC, AU-Valley and All-Ohio honors. 

ovJl:1i~h:~:i~1J'f:[eri;~~ 8!Jlo~~; i1!~f~~!~Ots~ri1M'!:~"M\ ::e1~~:i 
titles as a senior. 

The Bellaire Bullet then took his amazing athletic skills to Columbus, starring fur John Cooper on the grid­
iron. He was honored as an All-Bi_g Ten wide receiver as a junior-a sctiron in which he grabbed 47 Ptl§seS for 
946 yards. His career totals at Ohio State were 108 receptions for 1,894 yards and 19 'IDs. Galloway finished 
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in business/marketing. 

Galloway was thee!lhth overall pick in the 1994 NFL Draft. He played five seasons with tlie Seahawks. catch­
ing 283 passes for 4,4 7 yards and 37 'IDs. In his best season in Seattle, he collared 72 passes for 11)49 yards 
and 12 TDs. He left Seattle for the Dallai1 Cowboys and i~ now a member of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

Class 
of 

2006 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc 

Ron Mauck (OVAC 'Fumlly'J 

Ron Mauck (Bridgeport High School, Class of J<J58). E.ducator, administrator, com• 
munity leader. Mauck !ins been director of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, one of the 
largest hi&h school events of its kirnl in the entire country. since 1979. This highly-reganl. 
ed charnr.ions.hip was renamed us the Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling Tournament in 20ll6. 

A pupd of lhe late George Kovalkk, llII OVAC Hall of Farner ani.l considered to be the 
patriarch of high school wrestler in the Ohio Valley, Mauck also estabfahed the confer-
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volunteer on the staffrur NAIA and NCAA Di\'ision II championships (hosted by West 
Liberty State Cul!ege) held in Wheeling. In nddit!on to his duties with the conference mat 
tournament. Mauck was u long-time member of the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All• 
Star Football Clrusic. lk was 11ss1stant gume director urnl Juter served 35 game director from _1993 tltrolh 1998. 
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111 West Libe~ and later was one of the urea's outstanding coaches before becoming an admlnistmtor. When the 
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Mauck served Brooke as director of the sc:hoors Drivcr·s E.ducalion ~(lartmcllf, 1'hysica! Plant Director, 
Assistant Athletic Director and Athletic Director. In addition tu havin!l, the OVAC Wrestliog Tuumrunent 
renamed in his honor, Mauck also was prc,entci.l the "Mr. Mat" Award m 1985. lk was named the W. Va, 
Wrestling Coaches Man of the Year (1987); and received recognition uward'I from the UpPCf Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club (1985 and !997); W, Va. Athletic Director of tlie Year (1995). Mauck twice was selectcil 
Warwood Lions Citizen of the Year, winner of the H.V. Corcurnn. Sr. Award (2001) and u memberufthe BllJllke 
County Wall of Fame (2006). He is past president of the W. Va. Safety Association, the Bridgeport Alumni and 
Warwoud Junior High Atliletic Association. 

Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Coa,h") 

Paul"Bud" BUliard (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1959). Head coach ut Brooke 
Hi1;sh School for 23 seasons (]979•2001) where he compiled a record of 185 wim, 79 
<le/eats nnd I tie. During tills spll!I, Bil!iard's Bruins won three West Virginiu Class 
AAA sl!lte championships - 1985, ]987 and 1990. His 1987 nnd '90 powcrlmuses 
recorded pe1frct recnni seasons and both were nationully ranked. The 1987 team fin• 
ishe<l 25th in the country while the 1990 squad ended up in 23ni place, In 1994, Brooke 
ulso ended the campaign with a !().() reconl but lost in tlie sl!lte playo!Ts. Fifteen of bis 
23 Bruin teums partkiputcd in the post-season playoffs and seven made the stale cham­
pionship game.Also, BHliard coached the green 1111d gold tu seven OVAC Class MAA 
Division championships. He coul'hed io two Rudy Mumky OVAC Charity All•Star 
Fuolhall irunes and in three West Virginia North-South Games. lie wns among the founding members and 
past president of tl1e Ohio Valley FIK)tball Coaches Association for w!mm he also wns chairman uf the 
~roup·s annual awanl.'t dinner. fie u\so assisted in urgnnizing the OVFCA's Cllnics and Prospect Nights. 
Billiard's Brooke coaching career also included eight years as an assistant in f(Knball, two years as a wrestling 
assistant, sl:1. years as head wrestling coach and three years ns head track coach. Prior to Brooke, he spent 
four years as an assistant in football at Vvlieeling Central, two years as a volunteer assistant in wrestling and 
lhree rears us hea<l track coach, 

While attending Wellsburg High Schou\, he played four years of footha!l and lettered three ve!ll1l, serving 
us team captain in 1958. He _pluyed baseball three vears, earn in" two leuern. At West Liberty State College, 
Billiard wa~ a four-year varsity lettennan in football playing on both the offensive and defensive lines. After 
his junior season, he earned fi11,Heam All-WVIAC laurels. 

Among his awards are: Ohio Valley, OVAC and West Virginia Coach of the Year; Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Man of the Year; Carl Hamill Q1aching Award; Sll':ubcnvi!le M(Kl!le Lodge Coach of tlie Year; 
West Liberty Stule Cu!kge Athletic Ha!! of Fame; 2005 Ohio Valley Football Coaches Hall of Fame inductee; 
H.V. Corcoran Sr. Award for the Brooke fuotbull prugram bringing nutional utten1ion to the Ohio Valley; and 
a 2005 recipient ufthe West Virginiu Athletic Coaches Assodation·s Retired Coaching Award. 
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Matt Gaudio (Athlde - 1990s) 

Mall Gaudio (Brooke High School, Class uf 1991). This fluid athlete dominated 
the West Virginia prep hardwood as he was a four-year starter for the Bruins. 

He concluded his sparkling Brooke career by being named the W. Va. "Player of 
the Year" as well as the Gatorade state "Player of the Year" io 1991. The 6-7 forward 
paced Brooke to records of I lJ-4, 22-4, I 6-7 and Hi-7 for a four-year career mark of 
75-22. 

Gaudio was a two-time all-state Class AM honoree and twice named to the all­
state tournament team. He averaged 17.9 points and JO.I rebounds as u sophomore 
and followed that up wilh a st.ate Class AAA-best 24.8 scoring norm as a junior while 
nvcraging 11 rebounds. 

Gam!io capped his superb prep career with u brillillllt senior campaign. He uveraged 24.3 points und 
grabbed 13.4 rebounds to repeat as AII-OVAC, AJI.Vu!Jey ll!ld All•W. Va. honors while being accorded 
honornb!e mention All•America. He was the first Bruin to earn first team all-state in boyi' busketball. 
Gaudio surpassed the 1,000 mark in career points (1.874) and career rebounds (J,!08), both Bruin records. 

He opted to continue his academic and alhletic career ut Penn State University, where he was plagued 
by chronic back prublems which required surgery. In spite of the medical woes. Gum!io endured to turn 
in u solid career. During his redshirt sophomore seasoo, he averaged 9.4 points und 4.7 rebounds a game 
and was named recipient of the Lou Lamie Must Inspirational Player Awani. 

The following year, he scr11ed ll'i s111dent assistant coach while cump!eting his liberal arts degree with 
an emphasis on architecture. He returned to play as a seuior und was secuod on the team in scoring with 
a 13.J averaged while collected 6.4 rebounds a game during a 21·7 record season. 

Cal Giffin (OVAC 'Family') 

Cal Giffin (Bellaire High School, Class of 1947). One of the legendary figures 
involved in the spurt ofhigI1 school track and cross country in the OVAC. 

rn~tri~r,gG~Mj~~~/~~r!:C~ te~~/~~~~J'ui~f~alfen~~ i;~~~ 
During its 52-year history, the Bellaire Rcia)'S !ltlrncti:d many ofOblu's greatest athlete11 
to the Nelson Field. Al one time, Ilic Bellaire Relays was recognired as the 11CCond­
largest track event in the Buckeye State. His teams wcm fh·e OVAC and district track 

~~P~f:e~\~~::~~~ ~~ ~:ti~:Ct~~ f!i=i:r~~~~~- meets<Alsu 
Giffin·s time-consuming work and con!ributiuns to the Ohio Valley A!hlelic 

Conference included a term ns~sident (1973•74) and commissioner oft!ie football and brukctball officials. 

~;iJ1:;:ire=reS1:l°~~tA~~I ~tPi/~!1t~~~r !;! ~ff;:~:: !;t~ g:iJii~i~~ ~f ~ko~ 
Athletic Board, the Oblo High School Coaches Associution, the Ohio Football Coaches Associutiun and the 
Nutiunal Collegiate Track and Field Coaches Associalion. He was voted into the Ohio State Track Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 1972. Gitnn was presented two awards of merit fmm the OHSAA and, following his death in 
1975, be was .elected for a posthumous Alumni Achievement Award by West Liberty St.ate College. Giffin 
served the Eastern Ohio Coache11 Associution us president as well as being the stute vice president for the Ohio 
Association of Track Coaches. 

Athletically, Cal was a three•spurt letterman (football, basketball and track) at Bellaire Hizh. He&layed on 

~~~! !\rl:~f:1i16~:1 ~ iJr1 '.'1G~:~ c~~p~~s?~ ~\~
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where he was the supervisor of elementary and secondary educution. From there, he became the principal of 
St. Clairsville High School and later served as superinti:ndcnt of the St. C'lairsville-Rich\and School District. 
lk received hi3 If A. in E.ducatiun fn1m West Liberty in I 95 l and his Master of Arts Degree in sd100! a<lmin· 
istratiun from WVU in 1967 

Boyd Nelson (Media) 

Bo,yd Nelson (Bellaire High School, Class of 1945). Nelson spent 41 years as a 
photugrnpher with The Times I.eader in Martins Ferry. Fd!uw staffers and friends 
ha\·e called him u pioneer. a legend and, perhaps, the greatest 1,'00dwi!l ambussador 

~~:;ir~(~Y:l~!1~i~~ ~t~s s;~~ .. ~~irJ ~.~~g1e~,:~:'
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Nelson, a quiet, unassumin!:j man, let his cameru do his talking for him. No assign· 
mcnt was too big nor too memal for Nelson, who had !he opportunity tu take pictures 
of seven U.S. presidents from Harry Truman though Ronald Reagan. Nelann chnmi­
cled nearly every major happening lhmughout !he Ohio Valley and was a familiar 
and much-welcome face at high school, college and professionul games and matches 
from the start uf his career in the lute 1940s until his retirement in 1988. As was poioted out nt the time of 
his death in :ml3, tl1cre wasn't u gymnasium, football field or baseball diamond in TTre Times Le1ulrr"s cov­
'"le arc.I where Nelson didn't cupture the exploits of athletes of all ages and abi!itie.J1. Amon_g the future 
pro essionul greats he covered inclmled baseball hall nf famers Phil Nlckm and BHI Mazerosk1: basketball 
hull of famer John lfavlicek. Joe Niekm, Tim Spencer, Olympic wrestler and conch Bobby Douglas and 
Allan Homyak.just a to mention u few. 

Boyd's devol!on tu his work a!so made him a rule model and an inspiration to aspiring and sea!;lmed pho­
tographers ulike. Nelson shunned the Umelight throughout his life despite tl1e urgings of co-workers and 
admirers to enter his pictures in statewide competition. As u result, he was bypassed fur many uwards tliat 
easily would have come his way. However, Umted Press International began presenting awards tu newspa• 
per and magazine photographers in the early 1970s and lhc very firnt honoree was none other tlw.n Boyd 
Nelson. When 7111: Times Leoder published a pictorial history of Eastern Ohio in 1999, the book was dedi­
cated tu Nelson_,a lifelong Belmont County resident. He began his career following a stint in tlie U.S. Navy. 
He served a sl!nt in the Phillppines during World War II. After returning home, Nelson emended Ohm 
University for a year. However, afterbein!f hired us a summer intern hy 71,e 1imes leader, he never returned 
tu college and made photography bis lifetime profession. 

Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Cou,hes) 

Richard "lefty"lluU (Barnesville High School. Class of 1959). Hall was one of 
the must successful two-sport coaches (baseball/golf) in OVAC history, compiling a 
whoppiog] ,J 16 victories over a 34-year span. 

He began his baseball coaching career at Powhatan High School for a year before 
taking the same post at St. Clairsville High School. In his 33 yearn with the Red 
Devils (1969-2!KH), his teams amassed an outstanding 515-320 record. 

With "Lefty" calling the shots from the dugout, St. Clairnville won seven OVAC 
championship.~ and made live Ohio High School Athletic Association regional tour­
nament appearances ( 1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1997). The Red Devils udvanced 
to the stute tnurnament "Final Four" in (997. St. Clairsville a!so won five Eastern Ohio Baseball League 
titles under Hall's guidance. 

Hall us named OVAC Coach of the year in 1991 and received the same accolade from the Eastern 
District three times. 1990, 1995 and 1997. He ulso served as one of the cuache~ in the Mizuno Al!·St.ar 
Series in 1997, A true baseball "junkie," Hall was inducted into the Ohio High Schon! Baseball Cllllehes 
Hull of Fame io (996 ll!ld was named the Ohio Busebull Hull of Fame "Man ufthe Yellf" in 1999. 

Ha!! coud1ed six p13yers who sigucd pmfessinnal baseball contracts, the list including Gerry Craft, 
Gene Cuttune. Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik and Joe Dudek. 

In golf, "Lefty" coached St. Claimille for 27 years (1974•2!Kl0) , finishing with a 601-123 record. He 
had lhree unbeuten teams 3nd ubo tutored three squads that advanced to the Ohio slate tournament. The 
Red Devils also collected 14 OVAC gulf clw.mpion~hips. 

Hall, a life-long resident of Barnesville, letkred in baseball and track while perfonning for the 
Shamrocks. He graduated from Ohio University. 

" 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Warren Pugh tOtnda~J 

Wirrren "Nookie" Pugh (The Lins\! School, Cl= of 1920). TI1e Whecllng Ishmd 
resident who died in 1983 at the age of I served the coaching and officiati11g pmfcssion 
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basketbalf offidal for more than 40 yeaJ'll, Pugh ofliciated high school and ci,llcge con­
tests, In 1933 !llld 1934, he worked the entire West Vhginia slllte hlgh school bas~tbal! 
tournament, his partners being Judge Paul Camil!etti the first year and Oink Westfall the 
second year. Pugh and John Gott of Bluefield blew the whistle for all I I games of the 
first W\/IAC tournament held in 1935 at Fairmont. Pugh served as president of both the 

g~i~~~l~~~o::i ~!~~r~!a=l~st~?!'ii~~~e~}~n:.11/1!h!~~rs:; h~n~!J11
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Shadyside Relays nrn:I the West Virginia Secondary School Actlvities Commission, Pu]h conducted officials' 
dimes in several sports and wrote a newspaper series on officiating. Pugh also was a Rru cross inslructor in water 
safety and life-suvmg for over 50 yearn. In his youth. he was recoiinized as a tri-state diving champion and was 
known to many people in Wheeling for divmg off the Suspens1011 Bridge into the Ohio River. He peffonned 
that feat for the first time on Labor Duy during the state fairlic!d when he was a teenager. He repeated that dive 
on sever.ii uther occasions during his youtb. lfe coached swimming at his alma mater The Linsly School for 
nearly three decades, guiding the Cadets to 26 OVAC chwnrionships, including 25 in a row. 

Pugh was also a tremendouR ath!ctc,especially IIS a football player. He attendedAlderson-Bl'Ollddus College 
in Phdi_ppi fur two years and flayed fuod:iall before trnnsferrinjl to Davis & Elkins College where was a stelfur 
fullback itnd center for Hullo Fame Coach Cum Henderson. Smee eligibility roles neverll!allfi existed in those 

~~~t~~~git~s :uofuoeo~nP1~e~/; ~d~~un~ 6;r;;;,-eotl~~~nli C~~~~i~:. ~i~ ::~d~~t~ 
ed into the West Virginia S~ l~.ll of Fame (19~). the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame (1984) and 
now the Ohio Valley Athleuc Cunference Hal! of Fame. 

Phil Niekro (Athlete· 1950,) 

l'hil Nkkro (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1957). The Baseball Hall of Fumer got 
his athletic start with the Bulldogs where he was a three•~port petfonner. Besides base­
hall, he wa~ a football end and basketball forwurd and ll teammate of fellow OVAC Hall 
of Farner John Havlicek. 

Nicknamed "Knucksle" because of his staple pitch, the knuckleball, which he learned 
from his father, Nlekm was II four-year Bulldog pitcher with a 17-1 career recurd. His 
only loss was 1-0 to TIitonsviiie in 1954, his freshman year, when fellow Baseball and 
OVAC Hall of Pamer Bill Mazcroski hit the game-winning home ron. The 1955 Bulldog 
team shared the East Ohio ~gue title with Martins Ferry. In a 9-4 Ohio sectional tour­
uament wiu over SI. John's, ~)ekro won the game in relief and belted a two-run single. Bridgeport, however, 
was halted in the finals by Shadyside,a team twice defeated by the Bu!ldogs. In 1956, Niekro wid the Bulldogs 
defe.ited Steubenville CentrJI, 7-1, in the Class A district tournament after sectiollll! wins over Barnesville and 
St. Clairsville, Bridgeport bowed to East Liverpool in the district finals. As a senior, Niekro tossed II four-hi1-
ter and snuck out 10 in a 4-2 win over Steubenville CentrJl for the OVAC Ohio-side title. He earller hurk'd an 
8-2 win over East Liverpool in the Class AA distrk1 semifinals. Unbeaten Stenbenville Central halted 
Bridgeport, 6-1 in the finals. 

Nickm, who also played for the Bridgeport Legion team and Blaine in the summer Twilight League, was 
signed by the Milwaukee Braves for a $500 bonus 111 a 1958 tryout camp in Bellaire. 

In 1964, he started a 24-ycar majur league career with the Braves, New York Yankees, Cleveland Indians 
and Toronto Blue Jays. He had a 318-274 career record while appearing in 864 games wid striking out J,342 
batters, eighth on the aJJ.time charts. He hurled a no-hitter and won five Gold Gloves and was named to five 
All.Star teams. The Brnvcs honored him by ercctiog a bronze stutne in front of their home stadium and, in 
1997, he was inducted into the Baseball Hall ofFame. He resides in the Atlanta area. 

Bob Hummel (Athlete - 1960s) 

Bob lfummeU (Moundsville High School, Class of 1966). This 6 ft. 3 b'Uurd was u 
scorin!:l machine for Moundsville High School before taking his vast hoop talents to West 
Virgimu University. 

Hummell finished his ste!lar four-year prep career with 1941 points, good for a '.!2.6 
pe:r game average. 'llmt avernge still ranks slxlh among Class AAA playera in the state. 

His senior year was ooe for the record books at the MU!Shall County school. He poured 
in 897 points iu 25 games for u 35.9 average, which is tied for the highest average in 
Class AAA archives. 

Moreover, his scoring antics translated into team success as Moundsville fiuished as 
state runnerop in Class AAA, the schoors first state final siuce 1921). Hummell torched 
Richwood for 45 markers in the state semifinal game. He established the Mournlsville single-game scoring 
mwk with 53 points ina win against Follansbee. Hummell was chosen as the West Virginia "Player of the Year" 
by the Morgantown Touchdown Cluh while a!so being named captain of the Class AAA nl]-state team, all­
OVAC and Scholastic Coach AU-America. He also was a top-notch basebaU player for Moundsville, earning 
second-tenm all.state honurs as a pitcher. 

Following his glorious stay at Moundsvil!e, Hummell joined the WVU hoop &1Juad am! he wasted no time in 
making his presence felt. Hummell led the WVU frosh team in scoring with a 24.2 average, including a 45 -
point outburst against Maryland and 41 against Duqucsnse. In tho!;C days, freshman were ineligible by NCAA 
roles from playing on the varnlty level. 

He went on to avernge 12.9, 15.5 and 14!} points a garoe the following three seasons, al! ofwhkh he serv~'ll 
the Mountaineers as a starter. Hummell was the team's captain hi senior r.eason. 

Hmnmell totnled 1,137 points in his WVU career, placing him seventh in school annals at the time his career 
ended in 1970. he was an adept free throw shooter, hitting at w1 80.7 clip for his career. Humme!I - who had 
14 games of20 or more points - was selected to the 1966-75 a!l-tlme WVU hoop team. 

Ed Burgy (Athlete - 1970,) 

Ed Burgy {Bellaire High School, Class of 1971k This former Big Reds' star remains 

the\Vhik~i~J [~Jl!? i':i'1l{~1
aWe!fliilL~W!i? al°t~al~~~msey Street school, Bur y 

distinguished himse~ as arguably the premier prep baseball player in OVAC annafs. 
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~;1J'~J~:r!lh~~er~~~tn;tc~~r~w J:.i;:-:n~· :c1rnr1tilig~:ohi~rev~~~~~ld s8H118l°A 
record books. The three-year AH-Valley first-team honoree completed his prep career 
with a 20-5 record, still the most wins ever by II Big Reds' pitcher, He owns tl1e career 
strikeout mark with 326 {in iust 175 inni1Wis) und the single-season strikeout standard of 
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records with a minuscule 0.13 ERA for a season and an 0.63 ERA for II career. His third OH SAA record was 
for hurling 16 shutouts. Bu~y also set an Ohio Val!fl. mark wlth 23 strikeouts in a IO-inninf, on-hitter 
!~c.!1:n~\lf{iJ;lj (i~e~l~ples (fi). hitter. Burgy owns c!laire High records for hits in a game (6 , triples in 

Bu!"!ly also was 11 ~tellar, four-l'car football ~!former for coaches Rudy Sharkey and fake Olsavsky. Ile Willi 
a slashmJl ronning back until his "senlur sea'!tm. Olsavsk\ upted to swiu.-h Bur~ to~rterbuck, u move that paid 

Wfnf~~vflfe~0~~'.1tie~~~ofr!f i~ci1~:C~ficld t, ilo~a~: ~j~n~i~t yo~~ to fa;~~ta Jih~i\h~vJi~n2·:~~ 
Balumore Colts. Burgy was a multi-talented lmopster. Stllfling for ihlt'e seasons, he poured in 1,197 points, a 
total that still ranks seventli on the all•time school scoring curd. It wus second only tu legendary Lee Patrone 
when Burgy hung up_ tl1e Big Red sneakers. He was a first-team All-Valley Big School houon:e fiis sophomore 
1111d junior seasons. He exploded in his senior campaign for a 212 per game average. 

Burgy_ was a sixth-round draft choice of !he New York Mets aod spent three_ye= in the Mets' frum system, 
first in Virginia followed by a stop in Pompano (Fla.) and Memphis. He had 13 wms in one sea.son and fanned 
20 m one game. 
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Bob Gain (Athlete - 1940s) 

Bob Gain (Weir High School, Class of 1947). Au all-time great on the high school, 
college and profe.~slonal levels, he startetl his football career for the lkd Ritlers am! 
twice camei.J first team AII-OVAC honors as a lineman and was honored on the 1946 A!l­
W.Va. selei:tions. 

In 1969, he wa~ selected as a 'Modern Ern' defensive tackle un an All-Time Ohio 
Valley football team selected hy TI1e lnte!ligencer newspaper. In 2005, he was honored 
cm ao AU-Time W.Va. high school team selected by The Fainnnnt Times newspaper. 

At Weir High, he was the largest ul!-state honO!t'C at 6-2, 210-pounds and was a two­
way tackle as we!! as handling punting and kickoff duties. His late coach Carl Hamill 
never singted out his best Red Rider football product but always started his list with Guin, a four-year starter 
and his IUO&t honored protCgC. 

Gain is regarded as the grcute5t lineman in University of Kentucky, where he was a three-time All­
Southeastern Conference honoree and a two-time first team All-America choice in 1949 and 1950. As a sen­
ior, he won the Outland Trophy as the nation's outstanding lineman, the first from the SEC so honnred, and 
one of only two from the Ohio Valley. The other Outland Trophy honoree was the University of Iowa's Calvin 
Jones from Steubenville High. Playing for the legendary Paul "Bear" Bryant at Kentucky, the Wildcats were 
33·10-2 in Gain's four seasons und he was co-captain of the JO-I record team that upset national champion 
Oklahoma in the 1951 Sugar Bowl. Gain wa,,; the No. 5 choice - the highest ever for an OVAC athlete - in 
the first round of the 1951 NFL Draft by tl1e Green Bay Packers. Huwever, he opted for Ottawa in the CFL 
before starting u l2-year NFL career with the Cleveland Browns. The five-time Pro Bowler WU!! a starter on 
three NFL championship teams under legendary couch Paul Brown in 1954, 1955 mid 1964. 

The Cleveland area resident has been inducted into seven Halls of Fame - Col!ege Footba!l, West Vrrginia 
Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, University of Kentucky, C!e\·eland and Ahon Halls am! Clevelarnl 
Browns' Legends Hal!. 

Lee Patrone (Athlete - 1950s) 

Lee l'atnme {Bellaire High Scl100l, Cl11Ss of 1956). For 50 year!!, P.Jtrone was the a!l­
tiine leading career scorer in Big Reds' history with 1,842 points in three seasons. He led 
Bellaire High to three strnight sectional titles with woo-lost marks of 18-4, 20-3 and 19-
4 while averaging 23.5, 26.7 and 32.9points per game each season. His 27 J point career 
average remains a school record. 

The two-time first team Al!-OVAC honoree, and an All-Ohio first tcain honoree by 
The Associated Press as a seuior, he was a scoring machine with 57 career games over 
20 points, including aU 23 as a senior, and he had 28 straight games in which he scored 
at least 2() points. 

He tallied 54 points twice in a game in 1956, iududing his final gwue while playing with an injured Jed 
against Martins Ferry in the district toumainent title game. Ferry prevailed, 91-87, while surviviog a limping 
Patrune's heroics. Earlier, against a Bridgeport team featuring Basketba!l and OVAC Hal! of Farner John 
Ha\·licek, he converted 25 goals. His 299 goals in a season remaius a school standard. 

After a brief stay at Ohio State, the stocky 6-0 guanl enrolled at West Virginia Universily in 1957 nrn:l led 
tl1e ]958 freshman team in scoring with a 20-point ntmll.A member of the l959 NCAA runner-up team led by 
All-Americao Jerry West, he Wa5 securnl to West in 1961) team scoring with a 142 per game nonn and was 
oamed to three all-tournament reams: NCAA regional, Southern Conference and University of Keutucky, A 
Virginia sportswriter described him us "good enough to be cocky am! cocky enough to be good," 

As a senior, he was n third team Al!-Auterica honoree by Helms foundation. He ended his career with 1,028 
points - then seventh best in WVU history. 

After graduation, he taught and coached five seasons ut Wintersvi!le High School where his first 1969 team 
went 14-4 and 1972 team was 16-4. After retiring, he relocated tu his current home in Florida. 

Harry Wilson (Athlete - 1960s) 

lfarry Wilson (Steubenville High School, Class of 1963). lbls former Big Red star 
ranks wilh the elite ronning hacks in OVAC history. 

His gridinm career at Steubenvil!e was nothing short of spectacular. His ability to 
carry the football took hlm to u starring role at the University of Nebr.iska and a short 
stint wlth the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles. 

The 5 ft. 11, 190-pounder was u!so a safety and kkk returner for Big Red, but 
roshing the football is what Wilson did best. 

He carried the Big Red to u 9-1 mark his senlor season, a campaign in which the 
Jefferson County charges pcx:kfted a prized 14-8 win over heralded Massillon. Wilson 
paced the Ohio Valley in both roshing yan.ls anti scoring with 1,756 infantry stripes and 23 touchdowns. The 
former standard i$ a modem day school record for a JO.game campaign. 

His achievements gamcred him Ohlo "Back nf the Year'' designation by both the AP and UPI in Class AA, 
which was the largest class back then, He was llllmcd first team all-Ohio and a Scholastic Coach A!J.American. 
Wilson was almost as dominating his juuior year. The "Steubenville Stomper" roshed for J,586 yards and 
scored 28 touchdowns and 168 points in 10 games. He was selected first team all-Ohio by AP us a safety whi!e 
also earning all-OVAC and all-Valley \uureb. 

Wilson - who was also nicknamed "Lighthorse"- enjoyed a spark\lng career at Nebrnska. He lctl the 
Comhuskers in rushing his junior 1111d senior se.isons, finishing his career with 1,702 yards and a stellar 5.0 per 
carry uvernge. 

He was named unanimous all-Big Eight as a senior and honorable ntentiunAll-America by UPI. He has the 
distinction of playing in three major bowl ga11ies -Cotton, Orange and Sugar. 

After his playing days in Unco!n, Wi!sou was selected in tlie third round of the 1967 NFL draft by the 
Eagles. He spent three years with the team as a backup running back and kick returner. 

Bruce Smith (Athlete - 1970s) 

Bruce Smith (Martins Ferry High School, Cla~s of 1976). He is at the top of the list 
when it comes to distance running us a four.time Ohio state champion who set countless 
meet, valley and s~hool records along the way. 

In cross country, Smith was a three-time All-Ohioan (1973, '74 and '75), rupturing 
first place at tl1e state meet in both his junior (9:43.()) and senior (9:33.4) seasons ufter 
placing seventh (10:05.0) as a sophomore. His time in 1975 was tlie state reconi at the 
time. 

As bolh II junior and senior, he also finished first in the sectional, district, OVAC and 
Belmont County meets and finished undefeated both yeaJ1J. As a soplio1t11lll!, he was 
second in the sectional, district and county meet and d1ini in the OVAC. 

He was u three-time All-EasWm District and AU-Valley honoree in cross country as well. 
In track, Smith earned All-Ohio status two times (1975, '76), winning the state champimuhip in the two­

mile ron both years. He posted II time of 9:11.1 as u senior after winning iu 9:31.1 IIS a junior. He also placed 
seventh at the state event as a sophomore (9:39.9). 

lie finished first in the sectional am! district meets a!l three year!!, winning the county event twice aud 
finishing a,~ rutmer-up once. In OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one•mi!e run and finished third in the 880-
yurd ron as a senior; w1d captured the two-mile ron as both a sophomore and junior. 

Smith garnered AU-Eastern District and All•Valley laurels three times in trnck. 
In the two sports at Martins Feny, Smith was part of four undefeated teams, three sectional 1111d district 

championship teams, one OVAC chanipionship team and three OVAC runner-up teams. 
Smith was also a long-time competitor in most area road rnces, including several years as the top local 

ronner in the Elby's Distance Roce (now the Ogden 20K Classic). 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Wendy Baker (Athlete - t980sl 

ll'tndy Baker (East Li1'erpool High School, Class of 1989). A two.sport stamlout for 
the Lady Potters, excelling in both basketball and soflhall. 

On !he coun, she was a four-year varsity performer, becoming as the fim player in 
school history to e;i:;ceed I JKJO career points, finishing with 1,127 ta!lics. As a senior, 
she averaged 21.5 points per game. Baker also excelkd defensively, posting 291 career 
steal~ including 135 as a senior. 

As a senior, she was a second team all-Ohio Division I selection who was selected 
tu play in the McDonald's All-Star Classic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class 
4-A, District 5, Division I am.I All-Columbiana Coumy "Player of the Year". She was 
u!so an AU-OVAC and AH-Eastern District first team choice as a junior and an al\-Dfatrict honorable 
mention pick as a sophomore. 

On the diamond, Baker's career pitching numbers included 49 victories and 226 strikeouts and .41KJ..p!us 
batting average. Her senior season numbers included a lofty .477 average along wi!l1 some impressive 
pitching numbers - 19 victories, 117 strikeouts and a 0.54 E.R.A. She baited .483 as a junior with 32 RBI 
and Juul 109 pitching wins, n:gisrering !{)9 strikeouts and a 1.77 ERA- As a sophomore. she hit .422. 

Baker's softball a!\-star honorn included two-time All•Ohio (first team as a senior, second team as a 
junior); and two-time AH-OVAC Class 4-A. 

She attende<l Wheeling College and played basketball for two seasons, scoring 882 points and posting 182 
steals during that time. She gained first team AU-West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Confen:rn:e honurn as 
sophomore uftcr gaining honorable mention as a freshman. 

Jeff Snedegar (Athlete - 1990,1 

Jr.ff Snedegar (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1995). He put up lofty 
numbers during his four-yellf gridiron career, culminating in his selection as the AP 
All-Ohio Division V Olfensive Player of the Year und finishing as runner-up in the 
voting for Ohiu·s "Mr. Fuutbalr' award following his senior season. 

A 6 ft. 3, 2JO.-pound four-year !ettcnnan at quarterback and linehacker for the 
Warriors, he racked up 7 J)()(J ,{ards ofTensivc!_y und registered 673 tackle$ on defense. 

~=s~S{thrc~::Afl~~~ D1~·a~:~!J1t1i.Otk~ :~fc~ti~i.re und junior years and 
As a senior, he led Trail to its first and only OHSAA pJayoff appeanmce (the 

Waniorn finished with an 11-2 overall record, winning two games before losing in the 
Division V state semifinals to Wellsville). Tiiat year, he pmscd for what was then a school reconl 1,769 yards 
while rushing for 1,621 yards for a combined total of 3,390 yards. He participated in 2!2 defensive stops as 
a senlor, 

Snedegar was also a three-ye11r kttennan ln basketball (he didn't play as II junior), finishing fourth on 
Trai!'s all-time scoring list with 834 points 11ml third in career rebounding wilh 561, He averaged 16.1 
~~~n~ir'ci~~~ as a senior, earning special mention AP All-Ohio as well as first temnA\1-East.cm District 

TI1e 2000 Buckeye Trail Hall or Fame indut1ee went on to a stel!ar career at the Uni\·ersity of Kentucky 
( 1996-99), earning four lettcrn as 1111 outside linebacker. As a fn:sbman, be bad 42 tackles, started three games 
and was named 1]1e outstanding special teams' player and he followed that up with 97 tackles as a sophu­
more, Snedegar !iad 63 tackles and four sacks as a junior, helping Kentucky to an Outback Bowl berth where 
he recorded 11 tackles in a loss to Penn State University. In his final year at UK,hehad B4 tackles, four sacks 
and two interceptions, earning him defensive MVP honors. He was selected to the All•Southeast Conference 
squad and Wl!S named to the All-American Fann Football Team by Successful Fanning Magazine. 

Snedegar was signed by the Miami Dolphins of the NFL in 2000 us an undrafted fn:e agent. 

OVACMuseum 
Seeks Memorabilia 

Dennis Swearingen (Athlete - 1980s) 
Dennh Swearingen (Martins f-erry High School, Class of 1982). He earned JO 

var!
1
tln!i~:i7. i~/~!/!:°~':1~1e~:=e~~ ~~fnin !~~!:1i.1:r~~\~1

imck, 
amassing 1,616 yards pmsing and 890 yards rushing wtile leading tlie Purple Riders 
to a colribinetl 2l-1) reconl, induding a spotless 10-0 mark in his sophomore season, 

:iih:lTit ras~cg~~~~:~?iri;~ ~~w~!ti~~·~ti:m AW~tJ1~~~1~~~ 
defensive hick, earning second team all-star honors from UPI bnth years as wdl. He 
11l so garnered first team Al!-OVAC Class AAA, AlH!astern District Class AA aml All­
Valley honors twice. Following his senmr season, Swenringen was named 11 
iniJ~~:ip~tA~~s':F~tbaJY~~hio Va!ley Dapper Dan Club special honoree and participated in 

In basketball, Swearingen was a three~year starter and I JKKJ..point career scorer und he was a key mem­
ber ofFe~·s squad wh1cb pusted a 20~5 reconl and advanced to the Ohlo Class AA regional finals in Athens 
in 1982. Scoring 14.7 points per game as a senior, he was named first teamA]!.QVAC Class AAA (captain), 
All-Distnct 12 and AII-Va!le_y as well as second team All-Eastern Distric1 Class AA. lie played in both the 

~~J ~~ g~mAl1-1i3~2'ii:ta~MA ~ iJr.t1;1r~flt~Jt~~d:~~t11~~~nit~~f~~~s~'.!. ~!j 
third team All• Valley. 

Swearingen also was a three-year lettennan in ha.-eball, earning AII-OVAC C!a~s AAA honnrs twice. He 
also lettered m track WI II senior. 

Swearingen w_cnt on tn a stellar four-year foo!hall career at Ohio University, graduating in 1986 and posi­
tioni113 himself m the top five on the Bobcats' all-time passing list in 10 catc,gories (thmugh 2()(15). He is 

=(19~) ~!!fF~111 
a ~~:~1i~~~~ }J~~ 1~i1:utlt'!~sii;;nR~~0

;~r(~5~r,resc~s~n(tJi~i 
and career (3,267) as we!~ pass attempts (5(,9) und completions 8121 ii::r a career; and fifth in career pass­
Ing yards (3,267}. 

Bill West (Athlete - 1990,) 

Billy H~st (Buckeye Local High School. Class of 1993). He made his biggest 
impact 011 the football field, earning All-Ohio honors three times, including twke 11s 11 
first team selection. 

West also wus a tbree-tlmeAII-OVAC selection (1990, '91 and '92) and a three-time 
AU-Eastern Dlstrict pick (first team in '91 and '9:!, second team in '90). He also par­
tkipateu in the Rutly Mum!ey/OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic following his 
senior season. 

After starting as a freshman at Buckeye North, where he rushed for 91K) yards despite 
missing twn-plus games due tu injury, he put up some ultra-impressi~e numbers at Ille 
newly-consolidated Buck.eye Local High Schoo!. 

He finished with what stlll stands as a scboo]-recnrd 4,658 yanfa, iududing a single-season effort ofl,846 
yards as a senior, He also had 1,71') yards as a junior antl 1.093 as a sophumnre. He also owns six of the top 
seven individual game rushing record at Buckeye Local, beaded by a whopping 335-yard game against 
Martins Ferry in 1991 (second nlHime). 

West scored 3.52 points on the gridinm, induding 152 in his final season. 
During his three years wilh the Panthm, the team compiled a 28-4 combined n:conl (9-2 in 1990,10-1 in 

1991 1111d 9-1 in 1992), making the playum twice und narmwly missing on u third. 
West also lettered three years in track and two in basketball for tl1e Panthers. 
He was a four-year lettcnnan at the Univcr~lty of Pittsburgh, starting for three years and earning A!I-Big 

East "Offensive Player of the Year" honors as a sophomore (1'}94) after replacing All-American tailback 
Curtis Martin in game two and rushing for J .}58 yards, fifth on the al!•tlme single-seaS1m ru~hing list. A 
Panther tri-captain as a senior, West finished as the school's fourth all-time leading rusher with 2,803 yard~. 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation's 
largest high school conference with 46 member 
schools, has established an OVAC Museum to display 
memorabilia from its member schools past and 
present - and is currently seeking additional display 
items. Each school will have a display case for its 
trophies, photographs and other items to showcase its 
athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC 
office at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse of WesBanco Arena 
before you leave tonight's OVAC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of tbe OVAC Hull of Fame Class of 
2005 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Matt Mumley (accepting for 
the late Rudy Mumley),Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late 
George Strnger), Bob Burton and John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Gros.si, 
Mary Kay Zltzelsberger (acceptiog for the late 
Walter Hell), Mary Schuetz (arcepting for the 
late Alex Groza, June Paull (accepting for 
Chuck Howley), Dick MIiier, Mike Sherwood 
and Terry Snively. Third row, John 'Fuzzy' 
Filliez, Lonee Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hull of Fame Class of 
2004 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Nancy Mumley (acceptlog for 
the late Samuel A. Mumley), Gladys Van 
Home (accepting for the late Bill Van Home, 
Betty Pokas, accepting for the late Cnl Pokas, 
Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting for the late 
Richard L. Potts), and Martha Reese (accept­
ing for the late Evan Reese). Second row, Jim 
Murray (acceptiog for the late A. Wilson 
Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, Bill 
Mazeroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rayna 
Williams (accepting for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vlcld Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent~ 
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D'lnnocente 
(representing Boyd Nelsou), Richard 'Lefty' 
Hull, Paul 'Bud' Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep­
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gain, Phil Nlekro, John Maglstro (represent­
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry 
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jell Snedegar) and Bill WesL 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lou 'The Toe' 
Groza 

Clarke 
Hinkle 

Calvin 
Jones 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923) 
One of only threel3-letter winners in football, basketball, basebaJI nnd track at Wheeling High, he was nn nll-stnte football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game 

as a freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-letter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to earn his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jump shot and fost break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to 11 combined 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five stnte titles in seven trips to the finals. The 1938 and 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other state titles were won in 1936, 1940 
and 1943. The '40 and '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years - six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Unioo. Four of 
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-officiaJ state playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. The '34 team was 
unbeaten but twice tied. 

He also was a top-flight footbaU official for scvernl years and active in state coaches and officials' organiz.ntion,;. 
Brinkman enrlier was elected to four Halls of Fame - West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohio Vulley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School. Class of 1952) 
A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines and 

mnjor newspapers, 1\vo books were written on hi,; career. 
1be 6-9, 190•fX)tmder played only one season at Wellsville High ufter sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games 

with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28·1 record state runner.up 
Steubenville and handed W, Va. Oass B champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two sca'iOns, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for nation.al record 50.1 per 
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 465 points and scored 113 vs. Hillsdn.le CoUege. The schedule included wins over Woke 
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and gnmes in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hull of Farner., left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrouer.,. He also played in the Eastern o:ndABL pro leagues before 
retiring In 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a recoffr-seuing professional footba]J placekicker, but he was much more. 
In high school, he was a three•sport standout and All.Ohio in football and basketball. He was center, and the stnte tournament's leading scorer, on the 27•2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 state Class A title. He n1so was a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co--champlonship after a 14-14 lie with 
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Gmza, by the way, kicked only one field goal ia high school. 

He played football as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services whkh preceded his 21 •ye.ar career with the ClevelumJ Browns which ended in 1967. 
When he retired, he was pro football's aJl.tJme lending scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He hnd 

conversion strenk of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Gmza Award is given annually to college football's top plocekicker. 
A nine•time Pm Bowl offensive tackle, ns well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams. 
The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Farner had bis jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry. 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926) 
This versatile early em football player left such an impression on his alma mruer that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor. 
1be 5.11, 195-pouod athlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the firn Hall of Fame class, and in the National Football 

League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pm Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Hulls of Fame for College Football and the Upper 
Ohio Vulley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the Ea.st in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the Ea.st-West Grune 
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile players in the National Football League. He was a fullback•liI1ebacker•punter·placekick.er, and 
was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling. 

Hinkle wa<. first or second team aJI.Jeague all 10 seasons and four•time All·Pro. He w::is on the NFL All•Time 1\ver-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totals now rank sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career points 
and averaged 40.8 yards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952) 
Titls two-sport Big Red stnndout was u high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best knm\rn for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 ba<!ketball team to a school-best 28·1 record and Ohio Oass A runner.up finish. En mute, Big Red handed the Francis•led Wellsville 

tenm its only two losses. 
In football, the All.Ohio lineman selected the University of Iowa over Ohio State and went on to All·Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America 

teams at guanl, including a record 15 in 19.54. As team cap(D.in, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman and became one of only two 
consensus All•America picks at Iowa, where he played both offense and defense. 

A member of the CoUege Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the first Iowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the 
A11•1ime Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only two at the school. 

He was the ft.mt African•American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Illustrated. 
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Bernie 
Allen 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2006 

Russ 
Craft 

Carl 
Hamill 

Bernie 
Mehen 

Jule 
Rivlin 

Legends ofOVACmember.sc/wOls honors those great athletes who played or coached in the OhioYa/ley 
prior to theformatiim of the,conference in 1943 or who pkryed or coached after that date"liut before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

" 

Bernie Allen (East Llvetp00l High School, Class of 1957) 
A IO-letter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was a qunrterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regulnr basketball player on tenm which upset 

unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament; and an o11-stnte baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio AU-Star Baseball Game and was on winning Ohio footba]I 
team in annual Ohio-West Vrrginin AU-Star Game. 

At Purtlue University, he earned six letters us football quruterback and baseball shortstop and was terun MVP in both sports und All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned National Football Bock of Weck honors from The Associnted Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio Stutc. He wus Purdue's Outstnnding 

Senior Athlete for 1960-61. 
Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues nt Chnrlotte, N.C., he went on to a 12-year major 

league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. In 1962, he was nmner-up to the Yankees' Tom Trcsh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted .269 with 12 home runs in 1%2. In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, N.Y. 

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall and was u charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hull of 
Fume. He's u1so in the Upper Ohio Vulley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Hulls of Fume. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1939) 
He was u three-sport performer in football, busketball o:nd baseball for the Orange Knights und earned All-VaJ!ey und All-Stute honors as u senior football back. 
Craft played football, baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama, where he wus 11 two-way back regulnr in footbaJl and eurned second team All-Southeastern 

Conference honors. 
Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the Nutiorutl Footba11 League, he played eight seasons ( 1946-53) as u defensive back-kick returner n:od was selected to the 

All-Trme Engles' Terun. He played on Engles' teams which won NFL titles in 1948 und 1949 and fmished second ia 1947, He was nruned to the Pro Bowl in 1951 o:nd 
I 952. He is tied foc the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game agaifL5t the Curdinnls in 1950. He ulso blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point kicks 
in 1952 gnme and returned u kickoff for 11 ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950. 

Craft is credited as the first player in the NFL to wenr the new hard plll.Stic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two seasons as a player-assistant coach with the 
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' presentntion of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-ynrrl ID return, 
of u pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Cmzylegs) Hirsch of the Rnms. 

Cnlft is inducted into the W. Va. Sports Hall ofFnrne and the Upper Ohio VaJley Dapper Dan HaJI. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete und high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-sport standout ot Llnsly ru1d Bethany College. An All-Vulley football player, he also scored 

an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketbaJI games io 1920, a rare total in the center jump, low-scoring em. 
From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach ot Weir High. His football teruns scheduled top-notch programs from three states and went 166-35-13includinga111-10 

mark vs. Mountain Stute temns. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three stnte titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 und 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the first-ever WVSSAC lorgest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a stute title trifecta. Later that school year, he coached the 1950 baseball team 
to its second state one-clru.s crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949--50 basketball team lost n 38-37 regionaJ title game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to 
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia "Coach of the Yenr" foc high school und college aJI sports. 

In basketball, he guided Weirton 370-127 record und six stute tournament berths. Weir wns numer-up in 1942. 
Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. SJX)rts, Upper Ohio Va1Jey Dapper Dan, Bethany College und was the first inductee into the Ohio 

Valley Footbnll Coaches HaJI. Toe annunl Dapper Dan coaching uwurd is nomed foc him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a 
downtown murnJ. The Weir High Fieldhouse is n:nned in bis honor. 

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio VaJley uthlete to be selected first team uTI-stnte basketball three straight years, he led the Wildcats lo W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0 

record in 1938. 
During those three yeorB thot he was the lending scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Me hen scored 1,193 points in 84 cureer 

games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era. 
He latereamedAll-Americn andAll-Southeostem Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference 

championship. After serving in World War II, where he wus wounded, he played professionolly with the Youngstown Bears und Toledo Jeeps. 
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hull of Fame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphiu High School, Class of 1935) 
He wll.'i no aJl-stute basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-cla.ss state track 

meet where be won three gold mednls, He timed 102 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards ond was n member of the medley relay winning unit. 
At MurshaJI College, he wns one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cnm Henderson and earned Little All-America honors 

while setting a school season scoring record with 530 JX)ints. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He loter coached the Marshall basketbaJI teum to two 
Mid America Conference titles. 

He played professiooully with the Toledo Jeeps ond was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947, he wm; the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation's best pm teams including the Harlem Globetrotters. 
He was a 1980 chruw- inductee into the City of Wheeling HaJI of Fame and is a member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Mnrshall and Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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to the 2007 
Inductees at the 

4th Annual 
Hall of Fame 

Banquet! 








