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The OVAC Hall of Fame Commitiee: front row (left to right). Tom Rataiczak, Robert “Bubba™ Kapral and Tom Tisher;
second row, Jeff Harrison, Kelly Rine, Nick Bedway end Ron Mauck; third row, Doug Huff, Jay Kiger and Dick Wolf.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Committee

Nick Bedway Retired Sports Editor, News-Register/The Intelligencer, Wheeling

Jeff Harrison Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge
Doug Huff frerereetaeeeaaaaeeeeesaanans Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling
Robert “Bubba” Kapral Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry
Jay Kiger Athletic Director, East Liverpool High School
Ron Mauck................. Ron Mauck/OVAC Wrestling Championship Director
Tom Tisher Athletic Director, River High School
Thomas E. Rataiczak OVAC Executive Secretary
Kelly Rine Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School
Dick Wolf Former East Liverpool City Schools Board Member, OVAC Supporter




The 2007-2008 OVAC Executive Board. Front row, left to right, Walt Skagps, Ohio Board Member; Jeff Crosier,
Ohio Board Member; Jerry Narcisi, Past President; Dianna Vargo, President; Dan Doyle, Vice-President; and
Dan Angalich, West Virginia Board Member. Second row, Tom Rataiczak, Executive Secretary; Steve Wojcik,
Baseball Commissioner; John Howell, Baskeiball Commissioner; Don Zinni, Football Commissioner; Tom
Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; and Nancy Mumley, Treasurer. Third row, Blair Closser, Class AAAA
Representative; Kelly Rine, Class AAA Representative; Ed Cihy, Class 2-A Representative; Bob Koch, Class AA
Representative; and Doug Tush, Class A Representative. Not pictured, Tim Haught, West Virginia Board Member.




NEVER, NEVER, NEVER QUIT.

From a family’s first Campus Visit
to Graduation Day, these words echo
throughout the Linsly Experience.

1o persevere through adversity.
To show grace in victory and defeat.

To respect the opposition.

These values serve students well
while they are at Linsly and through
their college and professional lives.

The Linsly School

BRINGING YOUNG "MINDS TO LIFE.

Admissions: 304-233-1436
Fax: 304-234-4614
www.linsly.org
admit@linsly.org
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CONGRATULATIONS OVAC HALL oF FAME INDUCTEE
JOHN G. REGER, LINSLY CLASS OF 1950

* NAMED FIRST TEAM ON THE ALL-OVAC, ALL-CITY AND ALL-VALLEY FOOTBALL TEAMS
DURING HIS SENIOR YEAR AT LINSLY

* RECRUITED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

* BEGAN HIS PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL CAREER IN 1955 AS A DEFENSIVE LINEBACKER WITH
THE PITTSBURGH STEELERS

» DURING HIS NINE YEAR CAREER AS A STEELER (1955-63) vVOTED MVP IN 1959, NAMED
DEFENSIVE CAPTAIN AND SELECTED TO THREE NFL PrRO BOwLS

» COMPLETED HIS TWELVE YEAR NFL CAREER WITH THE WASHINGTON REDSKINS (1964-1966)
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In Memory of
Gene Cattane

St. Clairsville Red Devil Class of 1977

The Saints Club

St. Clairsville, Ohio




Congratulations
Nick Bedway

Thanks for your 47 years of dedicated service to the
youth of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference

Your election to the OVAC Hall of Fame
is most deserving

From your buddies,
Frank Pasden, Dave Schuetz, Joe Belancic,
Mike Kostival, Jim Fiorilli

Congratulations
Sam Andy

Thanks for ybur dedication to the kids of Ohio County
on the basketball court and off the basketball court

Your election to the OVAC Hall of Fame
is most deserving

Go Browns!

From your Vegas buddies, |
Frank Pasden, Dave Schuetz, Mike Kostival, Nick Bedway
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Congratulations

John Leon
Brooke High School, Class of 1976

Brooke Football Boosters

Congratulations

lNDlAN EHEEK
Joe Fortunato | =
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee — )

Les Carney
OVAC ‘Legends’ Honoree

T AEDSKING

Athletic Boosters
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The employees of The Intelligencer
and Wheeling News-Register
would like to congratulate

Nick Bedway

on being named to the OVAC Hall of Fame

“You have helped to make the
OVAC what it is today.”

L . I . S S N . e N




ulations on your |

Chris Enochs and all of the inductees

Your Friend, WV State Delegate Randy Swartzmiller

Strong State Leadership for the Northern Panhandle:
Chairman: West Virginia Homeland Security

West Virginia State Delegate Randy Swartzmiller is
working hard on issues that are important to You!

Randy Swartzmiller, 244 Oil Well Lane:
New Cumberland, WV 26047
Home: (304) 564-3806
Mobile: (304) 479-5140
Capitol Office: (304) 340-3138
E-mail: rswartzmiller @hotmail.com
Paid for by: Friends of Randy Swartzmiller, Jeanmarie Swartzmiller, Treasurer




®® 2,4,6,8!

Who do we appreciate?
Pap-pap Klevins - that’s who!

N i

Conatulations Pap-pap-
We love you and
are so proud of you!




Congratulations

Jennifer Hyland Brown

- on your induction into
the OVAC Hall of Fame

River Highxsehool s
first student-athlete
member of the “Hall”

River High School
Athletic Department

Dr. Vince Monseau, Principal
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HALL OF FAME
INDUCTEES

%Wm/a&/&&w«}

WHEELING PARK
HIGH SCHOOL
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Marshall County is proud
of our inductees:

o
. J :; Eﬁ:f%b"&'

From the Marshall County
Coaches Association




With the utmost admiration,
affection and respec

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches’ Association
salutes and thanks Bill Hinegardner
for making the OVAC Wrestling Tournament
what it is today — second to none.
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Beast Of The East
Congratulates Bo,

OVAC Hall of Famer!
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Jose’ Davis

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee

Mike Basrak

OVAC ‘Legends’ Honoree

Special
Congratulations
from the
Bellaire High School

Athletic Department
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Weir Red Rider Football Boosters

and
Weir High School Administration
and

Athletic Department

Salute and thank the OVAC
for the selection of Bob Kelley
as an OVAC Hall of Fame honoree

[\
¥

An_All-American Boh Kelley

1960 Kennedy Award Winner
1960 - First team all-State
1960 - Weir Red Riders State Champions
1958-60 - Weir won 26 games/lost 5
1958 - OVAC champions
1961 - Cameron Junior College
Junior Rose Bowl champions
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Congratulations

Bill Hinegardner

Thanks for your hard work

‘River High School
Athletic Department

Dr. Vince Monseau, Principal
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Athletic Department

extends congratulations and gratitude to the family of
Gene Cattane for his OVAC Hall of Fame induction
and for his outstanding contributions to the sport of
baseball as a Red Devil from 1974-77

* All-Ohio
* Four-time all-Valley selection
e Fourth all-time in total hits in Ohio (172)
» American Legion ‘Player of the Year’ in 1976
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WHEELING LIONS CLUB

ORGANIZED JANUARY 6, 1922

P.O.BOX 1122

WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA 26003
lions@stratuswave.net

Congratulates
Our Fellow Lion
and Club Secretary

Nick
Bedway

on his election
to the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Hall of Fame
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Congratulations

BILL HINEGARDNER

on your induction into the
OVAC Hall of Fame

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU.
LOVE FROM YOUR FAMILY,

SHIRLEY

TIM AND LIZ
ALEXA, BRAD & LUKE

TAMMY AND RANDY
SEAN

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE INDUCTEES!
LB SAlh Sidh dhidh dhith hidh Al dhidh dhidh dbidh dhidh EAndh dhidh dhd
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Congratulations from
the brothers and sisters,
family and friends of

Bo McConnaughy

for his induction into the

Congratulations o | B MeConmugy =0
o OVAC Hall of Fame
Bo McConnaughy | 15— F1:-"
: 2 :_ Justin 1 2 :T Larry
+ - . 3 v Jeremy - 3 5] Tessica
for your induction into the | (4 By
: 5 %_ Sara Jane | 5 :‘ Ji
OVAC Hall of Fame in 2007 | [6 = R
| f 7 7
E 8 :T‘ Tﬂu o 8 :T Lexi
9_ ?-‘“ 3’1 N 9 ;._; Jada
from the employees of | 10:\>—___ Mo:— =
gar-
5% up
C VS Pharmacy P me
. | ) e — r;al'?"y -
National Road, Wheeling | —— ——FF——
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&, OVACHALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2007
Donna Joseph

Donna Joseph (Shadyside High School, Class of 1964). A leader in the OVAC trock and cross country community
for three decades, she also coached girls track and boys and girls cross country at alma mater Shadyside High Schoal
from 1983-98.

A registered trock and cross country official for 30 years, she started working Cal Giffin OVAC Track Meets in the
early 19705 and continues to serve as director of the Class A-AA meet, a position she started in the mid-1980s.

She currently is chairperson of the OVAC Tmck Committee with over 15 yenrs on the board ond is co-chairperson of
the OVAC Cross Couniry Committee with over 20 years of service with the group.

A recipient, along with husband Butch Joseph, of the Cal Giffin OVAC Track Service Award, she also has been active
with the Qhio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches.

She is presently the secretary and membership chairperson of the OAT&CCC and serves on the Executive Board of
the statewide organization. Donna and Butch handle the registration for the annual track clinic attended by an estimat-
ed 1,700 coaches.

She served ns Meet Manager for the Midwest Meet of Champions when Ohio hosted the event at Ohio Wesleyan
College nnd also served as Ohio coach when the meet was contested in Indianapolis, Tnd. The Josephs were awarded Donna Joseph
the Ed Barker Award this year from the OAT&CCC.

Besides track and cross country, Donna also has served on the committees and worked the annual Sam Mumley OVAC Basketball All-Star games and
the Rudy Mumley OVAC Football All-Star gnmes, She also assisted with the OVAC Volleyball Tournaments and team standings. The 1964 Shadyside
High graduate earned her degree from Ohio State University in 1968 and her master’s degree in 1983 from Ohio University. She was n mathematics
instructor at Shadyside from 1968-98,

Nick Bedway

Nick Bedway (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1958). One of the area’s most versatile and prolific newspaper
sports journalists for five decades, he has been on the scene for numerous OVAC events since 1960.

After attending West Liberty State College for one year, he joined the Wheeling News-Register as o copy boy in 1960,
Later that year, he joined The Intelligencer staff as a sportswriter, In 1967, Bedway joined the News-Register staff headed
by Bill Van Home and was promoted to Associate Sports Editor in 1971, Bedway became N-R Sports Editor in 1995 and
was named Executive Sports Editor of The Intelligencer/News-Register in 2000, a position he held until he retired in 2005.

He authored doily and Sunday newspaper columns entitled “Nick's Notebook™ and also wrote columns on area golf,
bowling, college sports, outdoors and the Wheeling Nailers’ hockey team.

The OVAC media guide was dedicated to Bedway in 1999,

He served as co-publicity director of the OVAC Rudy Mumley Ail-Star Game from its inception in 1972 until 1990,
Bedway also served as the OVAC standings’ statistician in football, boys and girls basketball and baseball for more than
25 years,

Bedway served one term in 1977 as president of the W. Va. Sports Writers Association and received the Gene Morehouse

Nick Bedway Award in 1990 from the organization, He was inducted into the Ogden Newspapers 20K Classic Hall of Fame in 2006 and
the Media Wing of the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame in 1996. He twice was selected to serve as the Honorary Referee for
the W, Va. Super Six Class AA stote championship football games held ot Wheeling Island Stadium,

Bedway was the inaugurml recipient of the Father John Lester Award for o lifetime of support to local sports and youth of the Ohio Valley and received
the Spirit and Leadership Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. He also has received awards from the Wheeling Soccer Association,
Allegheny Mountain District U. S. Tennis Association, Wheeling Post 1 American Legion Beseball Team, Oglebay Park Men's Golf Club, and the Ohio
Valley Golf Association.

A past member of the Wheeling Hall of Fame Comsmittee and corrent member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, Bedway also is active with the
Wheeling Lions Club and received, in 2005, the Leonard Jarrett Award, the highest Lion honor bestowed in West Virginin.

Currently the chapter secretary and Board of Directors” member, he has served as media relations director, chapter president, first vice-president and Thail
Twister. Married 45 years to the former Judy Katona, the Bedways had four children and have five grandchildren,

Earl Klevins

Enrl Klevins (Warwood High School, Class of 1934). One of the Ohio Valley’s most prominent football and basketball
officinls during a 35-year career from 1938 to 1973,

Klevins attznded Wheeling High School for one and a helf years before transferring to Warwood High, from which he
graduated in 1934, He played high school basketball at both schools.

Earl attended Bethany College where he played football and basketball along with competing in track under legendary
coach John Knight.

Klevins officiated in his first basketbal] game in 1938 at the Madison gymnasium. The opponents on that occasion were
Wheeling High and Bridgeport and his officiating partner was another OVAC Hal) of Fame member, the late Walter Heil.
Thirty-five years later when he hung up his whistle, Klevins had officiated in more than 1,300 basketball games and 570
football games on the high school and collegiate level.

Along with serving ns an OVAC officinl, Klevins officiated games in the Southem Conference, the West Virginia
Intercolleginte Athletic Conference and at many other colleges in the tri-state area.

He also pluyed professionally with the Wheeling Blues basketball team and was a long-time participant in local independ-
ent leagues and tournaments.,

Klevins was a long-time standout on the area tennis courts, winning many local, regional and national tournaments. In
1975, Eurl and his partner won the United States national doubles title in the 75-and up age bracket. The tournament was held in Myrtle Bench, SC. At
age 45, he won the West Virginin state singles title and teamed with the late Loran Mercer for doubles honors in their age group. Earl nlso won nurmerous
Oglebay Park Tennis Club championships through his mid-80s at which time he retired from competitive tennis.

The committee for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Basketball Classic presented Klevins with the Robert “Bobby” Dawson Officials Award. Earl and his
wife Lucy have been married for more than 70 years. They raised three children: Earl Jr., Judy and Robert. They have been blessed with four grandchildren
and five great grandchildren.

Earl Klevins
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Sam Andy

Sam Andy (Wheeling High School, Class of 1958). The winningest coach in Ohio Valley high school boys’ basketball
history with 611 wins over a 39-year career, Andy surpassed 4 record set by charter OVAC Hall of Fame inductee Richard L.
“Dick™ Potts.

Andy’s head coaching career included two seasons at Frazeysburg (O.) High School (1964-1966), seven years ot Wheeling
High Schoal (1969-1976) and the last 30 years at Wheeling Park High School (1976-2006).

Second all-time for viciories in West Virginia's big school class, Andy's teams won three Class AAA state championships
(1976 at Wheeling High, 1980 and 1995 at Wheeling Park). The 1995 state final was one of the memorble championship gnmes
in W.Va. boys' basketball history as Andy’s Patriots defeated Beckley Woodrow Wilson 99-96 in a triple-overtime masterpiece,

He also had one other Patriot squad finish os the state runner-up {(1997) and four semifinalist teams (1988, 1990, 1998 and
2000).

Andy coached in 922 games ond his clubs experienced only three losing seasons. Under his direction, Wheeling High and
Wheeling Park qualified for an OVAC record 200 state tournaments. In 37 years at the two Ohio County schools, Andy produced
31 sectional championship teams, 28 Region One ttlists and six Ohio Valley Athletic Conference division pennant winners. Sam Andy

Through most of his career, the Wheeling Wildeats and Park Patriots dominated their rivals in the conference, winning 78
percent of their games against OVAC opponents, They also annually played a schedule that included muny of the top basketball powers in the state. His com-
mitment to have the Patriots play the very best competition in the country saw them Line up against other high school juggernauts from states including Chio,
Pennsylvania, Florida, Kentucky, Michigen, Maryland, Louisiana, New York, Virginia and the District of Columbin. Andy coached four West Virginia Player
of the Year standouts and had 31 players eam college scholarships, including several Division I stalwarts.

He twice wis honored as the OVAC Coach of the Year (1976 and 1995). In 2004, he was selected as the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club’s Co-Man of
the Year along with Monroe Central Coach Jay Circosta. In 2007 he was the recipient of the Earl Huoberfield Coaches’ Award presented by the committee direct-
ing the nanual Samuel A. Momley OVAC Basketball Classic. A 1958 graduate of Wheeling High School, Andy graduated from West Liberty State College in
1963, He was a basketball starter and letterman at both schools

Bill Hinegardner

Bill Hinegardner Meadow Bridge High Schoal, Class of 1960). Referred ta by the late Bill Van Hore — a 2004 OVAC Hall
of Fame Inductee — ns West Virginia Wrestling’s “Man of Character,” Hinegardreer received his bachelor’s degree from Concord
College in 1965 and master's degree from West Virginia University in 1968.

The former Concord basketball and baseball player entered the Marshalt Cousty School System as a mathematics teacher at the
start of the second semester of the 1964-65 school year. He served as an assistant coach in wrestling and football at Moundsville
High for three yeors before taking over the head wrestling coaching position when the consolidated John Marshall High School
opened its doors ot the outset of the 1968-63 school year.

During his 14 years os head coach, the Monarch program became one of the most successful in the OVAC and also in the state
of West Virginia. Hinegardner's tenrns won four W. Vi Class AAA championships (1572, 1973, 1974 and 1979). The Monarchs
were also runners-up four times and finished lower than sixth place only once in the W. Va. State Tournament.

The Ron Munck OVAC Wrestling Tournament saw Hinegardner's John Marshall powerhouses take the overall team championship
. N four times (1972, *73, *74, *77) and finish second five times, The Monarchs also earned five OVAC Class 4-A titles and emerged os

Bill Hinegardner  Cjags 4-A Dual Meet winners five times. From December of 1971 through December of 1976, Hinegardner’s wrestlers went through

41 straight dual matches. without sustaining & defent. His overall dual meet record was oo impressive 133-29-1. Hinegnrdner's
wrestling program produced 20 individual state champions, including a pair of two-time winners. Hinegardner also has served as an assistant coach in football,
track and bascball, In 1996, be was 2 member of the late Mike Linsky's staff that led John Marshall to the West Virginio Class AAA football title,

He has served ns President or Director of the W. Va. Wrestling Coaches Associntion; the Region Ome Coaches Association; Marshall County Coaches
Associntion; Co-Director of the OVAC and W. Va. State Tounaments; Executive Board Member of the OVAC and the WVSSAC for Wrestling. The numer-
ous swards to Hinegardner included: National Wrestling Hall of Farne Lifetime Service in Wrestling Award (2004); National High School Coaches Association
District 3 Coach of the Year (1976); OVAC Coach of the Year (1974); W. Va. Wrestling Coach of the Year (three times); Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan
Achicvement Awards (two times); Mr. Mat Award for contributions to the sport of wrestling in e OVAC (1984); Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Curl R,
Hamill Award (2000); Moundsville Area Junior Chamber of Commerce Jim Edge Award (1977) given for outstanding work in religious and youth octivities;
and the John Marshall High Schoal Wall of Fame (First Class , 2005).

After retiring from Marshall County in 1999, Bill went to work for the Switzerland of Ohio School District at River High School as a Guidance
Counselor until he retired in 2004, ’

Joe Fortunato

Joe Fortunato (Mingo High School, Class of 1948). A nine-time letterwinner in three sports at Mingo {football, basketball
and baseball), he wns an AL-Ohio Valley Athletic Conference performer as a football and basketball player.

Eortunato enrolled at Virginia Military Institute, but transferred io Mississippi State when the Keydets' head coach Slick
Morton accepted the job with the Bulldogs. At Mississippi State, Fortunato became an All-Southeastern Conference fullback-
lincbacker,

The honorable mention All-America performer lad Mississippi State in rushing and had n game high of 169 yards agoinst
North Texas State.

Highlight of his colleginte career occurred when the Bulldogs defeated national champion Tennessee 7-0. Volunteers’ Coach
General Tom Neyland praised Fortunato afier the game by calling him one of the greatest players his teams at Tennessee had
ever faced.

Fortunato was drafted in the seventh round by the Chicago Bears, but played one season in the Canadian League before sign-
- ing with the National Football League team.

He started at linebacker for 12 ssasons (1955-1966) with the “Monsters of the Midway™ and was named first team All-Pro Joe Fortunato
three times nlong with being selected for the Pro Bowl on five occasions, The defensive captain of the Bears was also captnin
the last Pro Bowl team coached by the legendary Vince Lombardi.

After his playing career, Fortunato spent two seasons on the Bears' staff, coaching the linebackers one year and then serving as defensive coordinator the next year.

Fortunato also is the only Ohio Valley nthlete to be selecied to the National Italion American Sports Hall of Fame. He was the leading vote-getter in The
Intelligencer’s 1970 All-Time Ohio Vakley Team, which was selected by a vote of the arca sports fans.

Fortunato also is & member of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dxan Hall of Fame.
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#% OVACHALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2007 &5

Don Fleming

Don Fleming (Shadyside High School, Class of 1955). The two-time All-Ohio Valley Athletic Conference first team
honotee in football, Fleming was captain of the Tigers' undefeated conference champions in 1954. He also played center
for the Shadyside squad that won an OVAC division title in basketball,

This versatile athlete played in the Ohio East-West All-Star baseball game held in Columbus and performed in the Ohio-
West Virginia All-Star Football Game held during the summer of 1955 at Wheeling Isiand Stadiom.

Fleming went on to the University of Florida on a football scholarship. He was o three-year starter and a two-way end per-
former for the Gators, He was elected captain of the 1958 team that played in the Gator Bowl and was n member of the
All-Southeastern Conference team that same year.

He was drafted by the Chicago Cardinals of the National Football League and the Boston Patriots of the American Football
League. However, Fleming elected to remain in college to complete work on his degree and play baseball, As a senior,
Fleming also was chosen captain of the Florida baseball team that won the SEC championship and eamed a berth in the :
NCAA tournament. In the spring of 1959, Fleming eamed a degree as a construction engineer. Don Fleming

When Paul Brown, owner-conch of the Cleveland Browns, traded for Fleming’s NFL rights, Fleming bypassed signing
with the baseball Baltimore Orioles ond decided to play professional football, Despite never having played defensive back, he started as a rookie with the
Browns at safety and made the NFL All-Rookie tear in 1960. After his third season with the Browns, Fleming was named to the AII-NFL first team. In
that off-season, while working on & construction job building a bank in Florida, Fleming was killed in an electrical accident.

Born June 11, 1937, Fleming was just 25 years old at the time of his passing. Despite having played just three seasons with the Browns, he had such an
impact on the franchise that they named their practice field, Fleming Field, in his honor and retired No. 46, which was his number.

The University of Florida named its intmmural field, Fleming Field, and the Florida Alumni Association established an award in his name that is given annu-
ally to the senior in any sport exemplifying the best leadership qualities. He also was selected for induction into the University of Florida's Hall of Fame and
is a member of the State of Florida's Athletic Hall of Fame. Shadyside High School retired his number (59) ond named its athletic complex Fleming Field,

John Reger

John Reger (Linsly High School, Class of 1950). This all-OVAC honoree in football and basketball was inducted into
the Wheeling City Hall of Fame in 1998,

Reger’s foothall achievements were remarkable considering that he was less than six-feet tall and weighed just 125
pounds when he began competing as a high school athlete, but he had more important attributes such as a huge, compet-
itive heart and the determination of n youth twice his size. He played fullback and linebacker at Linsly and captained the
1949 Cadet squad that lost just one game to Triadelphin {20-19) in what was regarded as the most memorable high school
football contest played during that era at Wheeling Island Stadium.

Reger went on to the University of Pittsburgh on a football scholarship and his freshman team in 1950 went undefeated.
After just three varsity games the following year, his collegiate career was ended by a knee injury.

The Wheeling native returned home and was working in a gasoline station when his former high school coach, Etz Rine,
arranged a tryout for him with the Pittsburgh Steelers even though he had not played football in three years. Displaying

John Reger the snme grit and determination he had shown in high school, Reger opened the 1959 season as one of the Steelers’ start-

ing linebackers. During his nine seasons in Pittsburgh, Reger eamed three Pro Bowl invitations, He became captain of the
Steelers defensive unit and was voted as the team's MVP during the 1959 season. Reger played in his first Pro Bowl in
1960 and made two more appearances in 1961 and 1962.

He sustained o life-threatening and near carcer-ending injury during his final season in Pittsburgh during o game against the Eagles at Frunklin Field in
Philadelphia. Reger was hit in the head and had a spasm in his throat that cut off air. Fortunately, the ambulance they sent for included oxygen and he was
revived. Following that harrowing incident, every team in the NFL was required to have oxygen on the sidelines,

Reger waos placed on waivers by the Steelers prior to the start of the regular season in 1964 and he was picked up by the Washington Redskins, for whom
he played three more years before retiring. Overall, he played 12 seasons in the NFL,

Bom on Sept. 11, 1931, Reger was selected to The Intelligencer’s All-Time Ohio Valley Football Team in 1970. His wife Kathy passed away in 1996,

Bob Kelley

Bob Kelley (Weir High School, Class of 1961). Kelley made the most of his gified and speedy legs to carve his niche into
the Weir High and OVAC record books in two sports. He was a star both on the gridiron and the track cinders for the Red
Riders,

Kelley — coached by the legendary Jim Corey — rushed for 2,730 yords and 42 career touchdowns. Kelley led Weir to a
10-1 season and the West Virginia state championship in 1960, He gained 1,259 vards that year with 22 fouchdowns.

In the 40-0 rout of Nitro in the state championship game, Kelley was o one-man wrecking crew, He tallied four TDs and
passed for a fifth. The speedy halfback also had a 75-yard scoring jaunt nullified due to & penalty,

Kelley was also a two-way starter as a junior for the Red Riders. He was the second underclassmen in state history to receive
the Kennedy Award, bestowed each year on the state’s premier prep football player, and the first winner from the OVAC.

The first-team all-West Virginia and all-OVAC honoree captured the Wigwam and Scholastic Magnzine All-American hon- [
ors aa the Red Riders were ranked 11th nationally. A .

He played in the OVAC All-Star Game and left with Most Valuable Player accolades. Bob Kelley

Kelley also made his mark in track his senior season. He established a Steel Valley League record of 9.95 seconds for the
100-yord dash and an OVAC meet standard of 10.1 seconds ot the same distance.

He was voted most valuable performer ot the OVAC meet where he won three gold medals and one silver. He went on to win four regional track titles and
four more medals in the state meet, including second place in the 100-yard dash,

After graduation from Weir, Kelley matriculated to Cameron Junior College in Oklahoma. He led the Aggies to the JUCQ championship, beating
Brkersiteld, 28-20, in a game played in the Rose Bowl. Kelley led Cameron with 712 yards on the season, eaming first-team all-Oklahoma Conference team
honors, He was also honored on the 1961 Junior College Helms Athletic Foundation All-American team as a first-team halfback.

He later attended Okluhoma State and Colorado, but was sidelined due to injuries.
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OVAC Hall of Fame

Saturday, August 18, 2007

........................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary
Invocation ... Don Cordery, Rock Hill Presbyterian Church
(9313 1= S U U P PO 5:30 p.m.
Introductions ............coocoiiiiien. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary
Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio
Legends of the OVAC ..............cc i Rudy Baric (accepted by Fred Tweedlie),

Mike Basrak (accepted by Gene Ammirante), Les Carney, Charles “Doc” Hartwig
(accepted by Barbara Erickson, Charles Hartwig, Dorothy Albright and Susan Hartwig),
Jim “Monk” Moscrip (accepted by Dr. Glenn Christy)

2007 Hall of Fame Inductions

OVAC ‘Family’

DonNa JOSEPh .....cvuiiiiiec i presented by Joel Joseph

Media

NICK BEAWEAY ..vvvveeee ittt presented by Becky Buza
Trey Bedway, Rachel Hallsten

Officials

B T I L= T PP presented by Robert McCoid

Coaches

SAM ANAY .oeeciiiiiiir et e an e a e presented by Shane Mallett

Bill Hinegardner ...... eeeeeaeeereeieeeiareseeeeeaeeeeeetaeteterereriairienraans presented by Edward Dugas
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Induction Ceremony

WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W.Va.

Athleies
JOB FOrUNALO.......rrre e presented by Baci Carpico
Don FIeming......coooviiireiiieeee e presented by David “Ty” Fleming
(accepted by Rosalie McSwain)
JONN REgEr.... . e presented by Doug Huff
BOb KellBY ..oeveeeeieecrrie ettt presented by Bill Thompson
and Bob Rossell
Bo McConnaughy ........coceeeeimeiiiieee e presented by Tom Ackerman
Gene Cattane ... presented by Tom Sliva
(accepted by Brenda Cattane Ballog)
JONN LEON ..ttt e presented by Paul “Bud” Billiard
Jennifer Hyland Brown ..........cccoeiieiiieie e presented by Tina Jones
Anthony Reed .......cccceiiieic e rrenerreerera presented by Sam Andy
JOSE DaAVIS..coi i e presented by Gene Ammirante
Chris ENOCHS ... presented by Jay Kiger
Benediction .......cccccoviiiiiiiiiiic, Don Cordery, Rock Hill Presbyterian Church

Hall of Fame inductees or their representatives will be available for autegraphs and photographs immediately following the conclusion
of lonight's cergmonies. Additional programs are avallable prior to and immediately following tonight’s induction at a cost of $10 sach.
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@ "OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2007
Bo McConnaughy

Bo McConnaughy (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1966). He was a two-sport phenom for the Maruon
Knights in the mid 1960s, starring in basketball and baseball.

McConnaughy was s four-year letterman in boih sports, gaining first-team all-state honors in baseball as a senior. That
same year he garnered second-team all-West Virginia laurels in hoops after helping lead the Maroon Knights to the West
Virginia Catholic Tournarment title,

In baseball, McConnaiighy is considered one of the best shortstops the Ohio Valley prep ranks has ever produced. He
went on to star at West Liberty State College in both sports.

In 1970, McConnaughy was named first-team all-WVIAC as a shortstop and shortly thereafter signed a professional
contract with the Baltimore Orioles. A year previously, he was drafted by the Cincinnati Reds in the 24th round, five
rounds ahead of Ken Griffey, Sr.

He spent three years in the Orioles’ farm system before returning home and starring for the Warwood Reds of the Ohio L : ¥
Valley Baseball League.,

Bo was a second-team all-conference selection as a senior for the Hilltoppers’ hoop team. Bo McConnaughy

McConnaughy has maintoined his relationship with West Liberty, finishing up his 25th year at the Hillloppers’
baseball helm.

He has accumulated more than 500 wins at his alma mater to go with five conference crowns and a berth in the 1990 NATA World Series. McConnaughy
led the Black & Gold to their firs-ever NCAA Regional Playoffs in 1998.

McConnaughy was clected to the West Liberty State College Hall of Fame in 1988, He has been named WVIAC Coach-of-The-Yeuar on four occasions.

In addition to basebail, he has coached football, track and men’s and women's basketball at West Liberty, He is currently in charge of the WLSC
Intramurals Program.

Gene Cattane

Gene Cattane (5t. Clairsville High School, Class of 1977). Cattane put together an impressive four-year career on the
dismond as a shortstop and pitcher for the Red Devils.

Some 30 years later, he still ranks in Ohio's top 10 in two statistical categories — No. 4 on the all-time career hit list
with 172 and No. 7 in RBI with 145,

Tn 109 varsity games, Cattane's career numbers also included a batting averzge of 431 with 127 runs scored, 29 home
nms, 13 triples and 25 doubles. As a pitcher, he compiled a 14-11 career record.

He was o four-time all-Valley selection (second team as o freshman and first team the next three years, including serv-
ing as captain as a senior) and he was selected to participate in four Eastern Ohio Baseball League All-Star Games.

Cattane was also tabbed for the Chio All-Star Series in Columbus, equivalent to gaining all-state honors at that time,

As a senior, Cattane helped the Red Devils to the OVAC Class 3-A championship and a 23-9 overall record, He bat-
ted 478 (fifth in the valley) with valley-leading totals of 54 hits, 10 home runs, 38 RBI and 35 runs scored. He also had

Gene Cattane four triples, six doubles and 16 stolen bases, On the mound, he was 6-2 with a 1.73 E.R.A. in 52.2 innings, striking out
71 while walking 27 and allowing 31 hits.

Cattane’s junior numbers included a 455 avernge (fifth in the OVAC) with valley bests in home runs (8) and RBI (36)
along with 40 hits, five doubles, three triples and 26 mns scored. As o sophomore, he hit 349 with valley highs in home runs (9) and RBI (46) along with
38 hits, four doubles, three triples and 32 runs scored. His freshman totals included a 449 average (fourth in the OVAC) and valley-leading marks in hits
(40) and runs scored (34) along with 10 doubles, three triples, two home runs and 25 RBL

Tn addition to his high school exploits, Cattone was also o standout American Legion player. He was named Ohio American Legion Flayer of the Year in
1976 after leading Maynard Post 666 to a state runner-up finish with a 28-7 record, batting 350 for the season including 433 in seven toumament games.

He also played for more than 10 years with Maynard of the Ohio Valley Baseball League and was a perennial all-star,

Cuttane, who was inducted into the St. Clairsville High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2006, died in a tragic coal mining accident on Sept. 10, 1920

at the age of 31.
John Leon

John Leon (Brooke High Schoal, Class of 1976), This Bruin starred in three sports, etching his name into the OVAC
annals as one of the premier football linemen and track weightmen ever to compete in the conference.

Leon — who was alse a standout grappler at Brooke — was a two-way line star for the powerful Bruins, eaming o
myriad of all-star accolades, including the 1975 Ken Hunt Award, going to the Lineman of the Year in West Virginia,
making Leon the first OVAC winner of the prestigious honor.

Leon led Brooke to n 9-1 season en route to the GVAC championship in his junior campaign before earning oll-
conference and all-state Inurels as a senior. The powerful Leon played in the 1976 OVAC All-Star game, captaining the
Mountaineers to victory.

He was just as impressive in track citcles, rewriting the OVAC record books in the shot put and discus. In the 1976
state meet, Leon launched the iron ball 59-1, breaking the W, Va. standard by some two feet. The record lasted two years
before being eclipsed by future Olympizn Randy Barnes. Leon won three state throwing titles, two in the shot and one il S
in the discus.

Leon was also a force on the mats, compiling a 48-6 mark as a junior and senior heavyweight. John Leon

Upon graduation from Brooke, Leon accepted a foatball scholarship 1o Notre Dame. He was a three-year letterman
for the Fighting Irish as a guard. The Irish won two Cotton Bowls and one Gator Bow] during his career at South Bend.

After pradusting from Notre Dame, he received his MD degree from West Virginia University in 1984.

He hay been a radiologist for 20 years, He is the current president of Radiclogical Physicians Associates. He is past president of the West Virginia
Radiological Society, past president of the Marion County Medical Society as well as past president of the Fairmont Field Club. :

Leon and his wife Marcy have been married for 22 years. They reside in Fairmont with their four children: Johnny, Camille, Isabella and Joseph.
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Jennifer Hyland Brown

Jennifer Hyland Brown (River High Schooi, Class of 1986). She ranks among the all-time greats in girls® track, having
excelled at the conference, league and state levels of competition as a sprinter.

In four yenrs at OVAC Championship meets, Hyland scored s whopping 126 points as River won two Class 2-A team
titles (1983 and '86) and finished as runner-up twice (1984 and '85). During her freshman, sophomore and junior years,
she won the 100, 200 and 400-meters and was on the winning 1600-meter relay team while as o senior, she won the
400 and 1600-relay and was second in the 100 and 200,

In state meet competition, Hyland was the 400-meter runner-up as a freshman in 1983; first in the 400, second in the
100 and third in the 200 as o sophomore in 1984 (her 24 points single-handedly gave River a third place finish in the
state); first in the 400 as a junior in 1985; and first in the 400 with » state-record time of 55.65 and on the sixth place
1600-meter relay team ns a senior in 1986,

Hyland also sparkled in Ohio Valley Track League (OVTL) Championship meets for the Lady Pilots, winning the
200 and 400 all four years while taking the 100 the last three.

She also enjoyed tremendous success in the Belmont County Relays, finishing os the top scorer as 2 sophomore after  Jennifer Hyland Brown
winning the 100, 200 and 400; duplicating the top scorer feat us 8 junjor by winning the same three events (including a
meet record in the 200); and scoring the same “triple” a5 a senior (bettering her mark in the 200).

She was selected All-Ohio In the 400-meters all four years by the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches, She was also an All-District
and All-Valley honoree in multiple events, In 1984, Hyland was narned honorable mention High School All-America and in 1986, she was invited to
participate in the Midwest Meet of Champions in Indiana, an event showcasing the best senior athletes from Ohio, Indiana and Hlinois.

A member of the River High Schoo] Wall of Fame, she received a scholarship to run track at West Virginia University where she competed for one season.

Anthony Reed

Anthony Reed (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1989). Reed left o lnsting mark on the athletic scene both for
the Patriots and the OVAC, evident when he became the first person inducted into the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of
Fame in 1997 for his exploits in basketball and track.

On the basketball court, Reed was a two-time first team All-West Virginia Closs AAA selection, serving as captain as
a junior. He was a two-time USA Today West Virginin Player of the Year and the Gatorade State Player of the Year as
o senior. He also gained first team All-OVAC and All-Valley accolades twice and was a tri-captain on The
Intelligencer's all-decade team of the 1980s,

The 64 wing scored 1,220 points in two seasons, including what still stands as a school-record 663 points (a 28.9 per-
game average) as a senior. He averaged 11.5 rebounds per gnme that year and also set what was then nn OVAC-record
88 three-point goals as a senior.

e As n junior, Reed was selected to the West Virginia Class AAA All-Tournament tenm.
’ In track, the talented Reed was a stellar performer in the high jump, hurdles and relays.

Anthony Reed A two-time West Virginia Class AAA state champion in the high jump (including a meet-recond 6 ft. 9 in. effort), he
also set what was then n valley-record with n 6 ft. 11 in. leap.

Reed placed second in the 110-meter high hurdles ot the state meet (14.65 seconds) and was on state championship relay teams to heip Park finish a
close second in the Class AAA state meet in 1989,

The Park product nlso made his presence felt at the colleginte level, starting and lettering for three years at Cleveland State University,

He scored 1,090 points (ranking him 10th on the all-time CSU scoring list ot the time), averaging 15.6 points per game as & senior to earn second teamn
All-Mid Continent Conference accolades.

As o junior, he averaged 13.2 points per game and received the Paul Stewart Award presented to the player whose unsung contributions did the most to
further the success of the team. Reed also won the Mid-Coatinent Conference high jump championship as a junior.

Jose Davis

Jose Davis (Bellaire High School, Class of 1996). Davis put together some eye-popping numbers in both football and bas-
ketball, eaming him All-Ohio recognition in both sports during his stellar coreer,

On the gridiron, Davis was a three-year starter at quarterback, [eading his team to a record of 30-5. As a senior, he led the
Big Reds to a third straight OVAC Class 3-A championship, first undefeated regular season and first-ever OHSAA pluroff
appearance (Bellnire advanced to the Division TV state championship game, losing o 50-44 double-OT thriller to Versailles),
He finished the season 253-0f-406 passing for 3,551 yards and 32 TDs while adding another 10 scores rushing.

Davis earned All-Ohio Division IV Offensive Player of the Year honors and was runner-up for the prestigious Mr. Footbali
award ns a senior, He also received first team All-Eastern District, All-OVAC Class 3-A and All-Valley big school
accolades on multiple occasions.

The talented signal-caller set BHS career records for most yards gnined (7.306), pass atiempts (790), pass completions
(455), highest completion percentage (55.7), passing yards (6,769} and TD passes (60).

On the hardwood, Davis started and lettered four years, racking up 1,457 points, 479 rebounds, 167 nssists and 151 steals .
(all ranking in the top five on the BHS career list). His all-star accolades in basketball included first team All-Ohio Division Jose Davis
111, All-Eastern District, All-OVAC Class 3-A and All-Valley big school. He was also named third team All-American a5 a
senior.

Also a three-year lettermian in baseball at Bellnire, Davis continued his career at Kent State University.

A three-year starter and letterman for the Golden Flashes in football, he put up equally impressive numbers including single-game record for most pass
attempts (59}, completions (34) and TD passes (7); single-season marks for offensive yards (2,883), pass attempts (363), pass completions (194), passing
yards {2,707) and TD passes (32); and career records for offensive yards (7,731), passing yards (6,722) and TD passes (52). He had a Mid-American
Conlerence record 551 yards passing in 1997 against Central Florida and when he left KSU, he ranked 10th in MAC histoty in passing yards and was
third in TD passes.

Davis also doubled as a point guard on the Kent State basketball team in 1997-98,

Professionally, Davis played for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers of the Canadian Football League in 2000 and 2001; for the Ohio Valley Greyhounds of the
National Indoor Football League in 2002, leading the team to the league title by passing for 1,668 yards and 37 TDs and eaming championship game MVP
honors; for the Indiana Firebirds of the Arena Football League in 2003, the Colorado Crush in 2004 and 2005; and the Grund Rapids Rampage in 2006.
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CONGRATULATIONS

CHRIS ENOCHS

MAJOR LEAGUE

OAK GLEN
HicH SCHOOL BASEBALL
AFFILIATES
FOOTBALL
BASKETBALL OAKLAND
ATHLETICS
BASEBALL
HOUSTON
ASTROS
WEST VIRG PITTSBURGH
UNIVERSITY PIR ATES
BASEBALL
ALL AMERICAN TEAM USA

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES
YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
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salutes

Sam Andy ¥
Anthony Reed




Bo McConnaughy

on your induction into the

OVAC Hall oI Fame

from

West Liberty State College

More than 30 nationally and
internationally accredited degree
programs within the schools of business
administration, education, liberal arts,
and sciences

Offering specializations in digital

media design, forensic science, hospitality
and tourism management, elementary
education and more

NCAA Division Il and WVIAC
intercollegiate athletic programs offered

WLSC now offers students residing in Belmont and
. Jefferson counties in Ohio and Allegheny and Washington
counties in Pennsylvania the METRO RATE

What is the METRO RATE?
A significant reduction in tuition and fees making
WLSC even more offordable for out-of-state students

866 .WEST LIB + WestlLiberty.edu
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Congratulations!

Bill Hinegardner

For Your Induction
Into The OVAC
Hall of Fame - 2007

From your OVAC
wrestling friends:
Dan Doyle
John Stephenson
Ron Mauck
? Dick Edge




‘Best Wishes’
and “Thank You”’

‘Nick’ and ‘Bo’

Wheeling Central Alumni
Nick Bedway
and Robert ‘Bo’ McConnaughy

Wheeling Central
Football Coaches

s
e e

R




. * ek Yook fr ok T ok T ok Yok
Congratulations
e
Congratulations
Chris
from .
Eckleberry Insurance Ch” s En OCh §
Eckleberry Insurance
& Financial Services
— s Oak Glen
L mﬁﬁvﬁ&m *
BR e | High School
e 515 Garolna Ao, Chastr, WY
T ———. K etk ok ke Bk Tk
Congratulations

”~ o
Donna /~ L

We’re proud of you

Love,
Butch, Joel, Jared
Jillian and Jordan
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Congratulations

on being inducted into
the OVAC Hall of Fame

NICK BEDWAY

Your whole family
is so proud of you

Love,
Your Wife, Judy
Daughter Becki Buza, Husband Dave and Grandson Corey
Son Trey, Wife Linda, and Grandchildren Linda and Cole
Daughter Rachel Hallsten, Husband Kent,
and Grandsons Zach and Matt

Thanks OVAC Hall of Fame Selection Committee
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Flowers courtesy of

Bob &
Robin’s

Friendly florist providing a personal touch

proudly supports
East Liverpool “Potters”
and
congratulates tonight’s
OVAC Hall of Fame
iInductees

Tel: 330-385-ROSE
510 Walnut Street
East Liverpool,OH
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Lapel Pins Courtesy of

DR. Nick TROMBETTA

Superintendent of Midland Borough School District

Executive Administrator of
Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber School
Midland, PA.

“As a former OVAC coach, | am aware of the unique role
that this conference plays in the lives of the member
school’s student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on
sportsmanship and scholarship are a tribute to your dedicated
leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization
of which I am aware.

The OVAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize
and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to
inspire and motivate today’s athletes.

It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small
part in your continuing success.”
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MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR
OVAC HALL OF FAME

1. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES:
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals

BOYS GIRLS
Baseball: 250 wins Basketball: 250 wins
Basketball: 250 wins Cheering: 10 OVAC titles
Cross Country: 10 OVAC titles Cross Country: 10 OVAC titles
Football: 125 wins Golf: 10 OVAC titles
Golf: 10 OVAC titles Soccer: 125 wins
Soccer: 125 wins Softball: 250 wins
Swimming: 10 OVAC titles Swimming: 10 OVAC titles
Tennis: 10 OVAC titles Tennis: 10 OVAC titles
Track: 10 OVAC titles Track: 10 OVAC titles
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles Volleybail: 250 wins

2. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS:
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased
25 years of service :

3. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA:
Can be inducted anytime
25 years of service
Contributions to the OVAC

4. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY:
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc.
Open-ended

5. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS:
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been
successful in the college/pro ranks but don’t meet the criteria in other categories
Open-ended

6. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES:

Must be out of school 10 years

Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete’s resume

BASEBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships

CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

FOOTBALL: Multipie First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

SOCCER: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

TRACK: Multiple individua! OVAC and/or State championships

VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

WRESTLING: Muitiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

Next year’s OVAC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony — Saturday, Aug. 16, 2008
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc

Samuel A. Mumley (ovAC Famity’)

Samuel A. Mumley (Berwood Union High School) served two terms — covering s
total of 32 years -~ as executive secretry of the Obio Valley Athletic Conference.
During the second term which Jasted untié his death in 1999, Mumley helped resucreet
the bi-statz leagrue from the brink of buskuptcy to its curment standing as one of the great
high school conferences in the entir: country.

Some of the many hightighits from his stewardship included: Helping to establish the
OVAC Foundation £ & wajor fund-mising arm for the conference; Securing NCAA
certification for the Rudy Mumley OVAC Chaity All-Star Foutball Classic; Atiracting
major financial sponsors 1o suppost alt of the DVAC programs, including the Bunquet of
Champions, am awards dinner that honors more than 1000 atbletes each spring snd
provides more than $20 000 annually iz scholarships; Establishing the all-star basketball game which was fater
renamied a8 the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic.

Muraley's response to a call of duty went beyond the OVAC ps be was one of the founders of the Whesling
Super Six Committee, which has hosted the West Virginia state championship football games at Wheeling
Island Stadium since 1994, He alsu heiped secure lheﬂﬁfest Virginia state soccer championshins for the city.
Five years after his death, the fruition of another one of his dreams occurred when 2o acificis Fgmss playing
surfuce was instalied at Wheeling Island Stadium.

Although awards were never important to Mizmley, he was the recipient of numerous honors. The major
uwands presented to him included: The National Federation of Officials Outstanding Service Awend; Dapper
Dran Man of the year; OVAC Man of the Year: and Outstanding West Virginian.

He wus u busketball official for 23 years, an assistant coach, athletlc trainer and athletic director af sevesal
area schools, including Cameron, The Linsly Seheok uwd St Clairsville, He was also a tvainer at bis coliege
alma mater, the University of Masyland, slong with the Washington Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles.
Mumley served on the state of Ohio Board of Equity, was a mermber of the St. Clairsville Board of Education
and a speeisl laison for sthe Mentul Retardation Board and Schoul of Hope.

George Kovalick (ovac ‘Family)

George E, Kovalick {Brid\{?c]‘)un High Schecl), recognized as the “Father” of high
school wrestling in the Ohio Valley. Kovalick previously has been bonora? with  mem-
bership in numernus halls of fame, including those at Kem State University; the Ohio
Valley Foothal] Coaches Associntion; U]:Fer Ohio Valley Duplger Club; West Libesty
State College; Ohiv Athdetic Directers and the Ohio Wrestling Hall of Fume.

Fovalick was selected 9 the first mﬂs’icﬂ[ {1976) of the prestigions OVAC Wrestling
Committees prestigious “Mr. Mat Award,” an honor given annually to sn individusl for
ouistanding conitibutions to the sport of wrestling.

Kovalick directed chumpionship teams in football, baseball and wrestling at both the

lfegiate and interscholastic levels daring an enormously-successtul 28-year
coachiing career.

Amomg the athletes be tutored in high school or college were afl-time Ohio Valley greats John Havlicek,
Phif and Joe Niekre, and Bobby Douglas, In baseball, Kovalick coached the Hilltoppers to the 1964 NATA
baseball champicnship. the only natiozal tile ever captured by the school, He ulso had West Virginia
Intervollegiate Athletic Conference chumpionship teams at West Liberty in football, wrestling and baseball.

Rovalick not onty was one of the founders of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, but his Bridgeport
E:;dpplem won the first seven confercnce championships. In 1939, Kovalick’s Buildops made history i

cotmiag the first school outside the Cleveland arca since 1932 1o win an Ohio state wrestling title since}042
o win an Ohio state wrestling title since. He coached six individual state champions.

Kovallckds ether OVAC coaching stops were at Moundsville, Bellaire and Weir high schaols. His 1973
Weir High football feam was a state runner-up, losing to East Bank in the Class AAA state final. He retired
from couching in 1978 but then served es athletic director at Beliaire unti] the time of his death in 1984,

e was OVAC Baseball Director for many years and abso directed the cenference’s mat championship
event,

Along with his preat cosching knowledge, Kovalick was also_recognized 23 a marvelous competitor,
meticelous organizer and a pan with an ennmmous capacity for work,

Bill Van Horne (Media)

Bill Yan Horne (Martins Ferry High School), was the dean of Ohio Valley sporis-
writers during a fegendary newspaper career (hat spanned 53 years.

Van Home was spors editor of The Times Leader for 25 years and the Wiheceling
News-Register Tor 28 years, during which time he was recognlzed by hly peers as the
most informational and influential writcr in Ohio Vaulley history.

His work with the OVAC over the years was especially instrumental in the success
of the wrestling, track and field and cross-county. %n Home was the second recipient
of wrestling’s “Mr. Mat” Awanl in 1977 and he nlso received the Calvin Giffin
Memorial Track Award.

His columas, “Van Home on Sports,” wero masterpiece chronicles of the Tives of
others, A giaut in i fetd and a role model for aspiring writers, Van Home was admired
and respectad for his inegrty, dedication, faimess, knowledge and compassion,

Van Home's coverage und sup%qn_fnr events like the Wheeling Distance Race {now The Dgden
NewsgaJmm 20K Classic), the West Virginin Tennis Open and 1he (now defancty Wheeling LPGA Classic
helped those events reach prominence in our area. His backing afso was o factor in the po&u arity ecjoyed by
the Wheeling bronmen, Wheeling Blues and Wheeling underbinds (mow the Wheeling Nailers),
professional football, basketball and hockey eams.

Numeruus awards and honors were bestowed on Van Horne, The U[gpcr Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
nzmed him Man of the Year in 1993; he was selected as the West Virginia Sportswriter of ihe Year three times;
received the Gene Morehotse Memerial Award Tor contributions in sportswriting throughout the Mountain
State; and hie was inducted into numerous halls of fame. Among those wer the Wheeling Hall of Fame; the
Lou Haltz Upper Ghio Val]cir Hall of Fame; Ohiv Baseball Hall of Fame, Minor League Pro Foothall Hall of
Fame and the Wheeling-Oglebay Tennis Club Hall of Fame. He served as president of the West Virginin
Sports Writers Association and wis a member of the Footbull Writers of America, Bill was the [irst sporis-
writer from West Virginia to be elecied to the Foothall Writers Board of Thiectors. He also served a8 state
chairman for the Heisrman Trophy selection committee.

Cal Pokas (Medi)

Cul Pakas (BeBaire High School) was another Fian! in the sports writing profession who
cut his eye tecth under Bill Van Horme and developed inmto vne of the arci's true newspu-
per greats in his cwn right. .

kas, who died in 2K, was smployed for 46 gcm at The Times Leader, including

24 memgrable years for Ohio Valley sl?ons fans as the spors editor. He ulso wos assistant

sports editor, a courthouse and polifical ceporter and Martins Ferry City Editor, Even after

his retirement, Cal continued to contribute to his newspa{)er's sports pages with his week-

E; “Eye an the Bucks” colusmm ghout Ohio State Eoothall, Pokas als6 personally saw o it

al many of the so-called minor sports such as cross-couniry, track and volleyhall,
received their share of coverage in his ng:wsEaper‘ .

Pokus was deeply interesied in the OVAC throughout his career and he devoted much
of his spars time to serving on committess for the Rudy Mumley Charity Football All-Star Classic, along with
compiling standings for the foothall and basketball championship races, He also served on a media relutions com-
maitice for the bi-staie lengne. ) . .

Pokay had # term uy president of the Ohio Prep Spoits Writers Association, and was commissioner of the Ohic
Valley Bascbatl League for 23 years, His interests in the community went beyond the world of sports us Poias
served on an wdyisory bosrd for the Salvation Army: was Belmogt Couyaty Chairman of the Multiple Sclerosis
Association; and filled a seat on the Marting Ferry Civil Service Commission for 32 years until his death,

Pokas® honors were pumerous. In 1960 he was presented u Conmmunity Service Award by United Press
International. The Ohio Prap Sposts Writers Association numext Rim Sports Weiter of the Year in 1976 and he was
given a Distinguished Service Award irom the Dhio Association of Track ani Field and Cross Country Coaches,

Cal was seiected to the Dhio Prep Sposts Writers Hall of Fame ond the UPI Sports Editors Association Hall
of Fame. He nlso received service awards from the Ghio Valley Golf Coaches Association, the OVAC: Ohin
Valley Football Couches Association; Ohic Baschalf Hall of Farte; und he was honored to be presented the £irst
Sporisrmnship Ethics and Integrity Award for the Eastern District from the OHSAA. Pokas was a “Mr, Mar®
award honoree at the OVAT Wiresiling Tounament, along with being sclected for Bellaire High School's Wall
of Fame, He was named as the Honorary Referce for the hfhcc]ing Park Track Classic becanse of contributions
1o Ohio Valley youth.

Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts {Coaches)

Richard L. “Bick” Potts finished his career as the Ohie Valley's ail-time winningest
basketbalt coach with 589 career victories.

Inducizd inta the Ohie High School Hail of Fame in 1983 by the Ohiu High Schoal
Baskethall Coaches Association, Potts couched a total of 40 seasons, alt of which where
spert in Monroe County. He began in 195% at Bethel High School. His 1957
Biackhawks came out of the Monroe County hills ot teumament tme and advanced #il
the way to the Ohio Class A state finuls where they lost by a single point. At the time
the school bad just 13 boys in grades nine through 12 and oll but one of the male stu-
dents was on the basketball seum,

En seven years at Bethel, his teams won more than 20 games five times, Including the 27-2 miracle team
ihat played in the state toumameis.

When the scheol was taken into the Skyvue conselidation after the "58 campaiym, Poits was named coach
of the Golden Hawks where he spent four years befure maving an to River High in 1963, He emained at the
Pilots’ helm shrough the §991 season.

The former Hansibal High School athlete was named in 1981 as the recipient of the prestigious Ohio Paul
Walker Award, given in memory of Jerry Eucas’ high school coach at Middietowa, Ohlo. Walker was the
Buckeye State™s all-time winningest coach,

The navy veteran, Potts was the first OVAC coseh to reach the 500-win platean in basketball, reaching that
goal with a win over Monroe County rival Wodsficld in 1983,

Considered 4 master sirategist and teacher of the game, Potts may have been at his best during critical
situstions in post-season play. His ieams won seven ovenkme tonmaroent games, ncludiog a sioe-OT win
uchieved by River against Morgan in Class AA sectional play.

Jim Foti (Coaches)

Jim Fod was a basketbalf coach for 38 years und a head football mentor for 20
seasons. He already has been inducted into the City of Wheeling, West V:r%‘:nin Sports
Writers Association, Upper Ohio Vulley Dapper Dan Club and Joha Canoll
Univeyrsity's Halls of Fame,

Foii, a native of Jamestown, N.Y., came to the area in 1942 sfter having coached at
Erig {Pa.} Prep, He cosched busketball st Warwood, Wheeling Ceatral Catholic and
Bellaire. Overall, Fotj posted 466 varsity haskethall victorics, afl but 26 coming at
OVAC schools. He coached Warwood High 1o sever: West Virginis regional champi-
onships and his 1967 Viking squad won the state lifle. In 1976, his final year as a head
coach and the last season before the Ohio County consolidation, Foti's Vikings .
advanced to the state toumament semifinals before being eliminated. The 1975 teum played in the state
cham) iunshi? ame. He had five W Va, Catholic title-winning teams at Wheeling Central and guided his
squads to O A%: chamfinnships in three divisions,

In 1943, Foti had a 24-3 record team at Central, which lost by a point while playing in the Eastern Catholic
championships held af Newport, R .

Foti’s football coaching career produced another 124 victories, including a 90-106-3 record at Warwood,
where the Clasy AA school was saddled with playing one of the most competitive schedules in the area. His
1943 Wheeling Ceatral football team went @1 and gained a Steef Bowl berth, where it lost a 20-19 thriller to
Rochester, Pa,, at Steubenville,

Foti also coached semi-professionul busketbull for two years os he directed the Wheeling Puritans kn 1947

Foti couched several outstanding athletes during his distinguished career. Amony the Central standouts
were James “Dubie” Duiler and Billy Gompers, both of whom went on to play at Notre Dame; Jack
McConville, Alabama; Pete Schuetz, uesne, and Paul Schuetz, Nosthwestern. Al Warwood he had o role
in the developmens of Chack [lowle{ former WVU and Dallus Cowboys’ preat; Bob Dunlevy (WVA3), and
basketball standouts Bob Ayers (VMI, Bil} Kennedy {Arizona State) und Greg Church (Army{

v
+

Evan Reese (Officials)

Evan Reese (Follansbee High Schoal) served as an area high schoot and coliege
arbiter for more than 30 years. He slse officiated football in the Casadian League, the
United Football League and the West Virginis latercolleginte Athletic Confercoce,

Reese was OVAC Commissioner for both football and busketbatl officials snd he
was president of the West Virginia Intercollegise Athletic Conference (WVIAD)
officials in both sports. He worked numeroas state and corference toumament cham-
pionship events throughout his long and storied career.

Reese also way u member of the West Virginia Secondary Schools Activities
Commission Advisory Hoard und he was secretary of the Fastem District Board of
Footbalt and Basketbail Officials. For many years, he was on the baskethall rules committee in the Fastern
Distriee,

Tuduy’s Ohia Valley uificials remmember Evan as someone who had a tremendous influgnce on up-and
coming referees,
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A. Wilson Murray (Official)

A. Wilsen Murray (Wheeling High Schoel) officiated high school baskethall, foot-
hall, baseball ark track for 30 years, from 1940 through 1975, He actually began hiy
officiating career in 1942, the year after he gradvated from Wheeling High School.
Murmay entered the service in 1942 amd did not return hume until the afier World War
1t had ended.

He worked numerous sectional, district, regional and finals in Ohic, West Virginia
2nd Pennsylvania. He also officiated basketball for 12 years in the Mid-American
Conference and the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conlerence. Murray was a
referee in the old United Foolball League in the days of the Wheeling lronmen
professional football team.

He served on the OVAC Executive Boan? and served for 10 years as the commissioner of the bi-state
leapue’s basketball officias. He later was appointed the OVAC's corsmissioner of football officials, a post
he held from 1977 until retiring in 1985, In 1977, he was elected treasurer of the Ohio High School Athletic
Agsociation’s Commissioners.

Murray officiated six West Virginia state tournaments and two WVIAC tournaments. The former City of
Wheeling Treasurer was a three-year football and basketbalf letterman at Wheeling High School. He played
on the Wildeats' 1940 state championship baskethalf team,

Among the awards he was presented were: Ohio High School Athletic Association’s Meritorious Award
(1970} a West Virginia Sevondary School's Activities Commission Award for his contributions to officiat-
ing in the Mountain State; Honorary Life Membership in the Ohio Valley Hoard of Approved Basketbal
Odficials (1981); OVAC Exemplary Service Award (1981}, and an Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
Achievement Award ([982). In 1989, he was sefccted gs the fiest secipient of the Bobby Dawsoa Baskeiball
Oficiais’ Award presented at the Bamuel A. Mumley OVAC Charity Basketball Classic.

Ken Alessi (Athlete - 19405)

Ken Alesst (Yorkville High School) was a 5-7, 155-pound baskethall guard from
1947-49, He still holds two all-time OVAC scoring reconds — 1,142 points in 32 games
a8 a senjor and a capser per-game point average of 31.0 for 66 games.

He was the fisst OVAC player to score 2,000 career points (2 047) afier averaging a
then-record 357 points 4 game ol setting a mark of 70 points, including 31 goals,
against Shadyside ns a 194849 senior. That effort prompted the national exposure in
“Riplcy’s Believe-it-Or-Not.”

He alse scored 63 points vs. Adena and 35 points vs, Diflonvale in back-to-back
games. Tn one game, he converted 16 straight free throws As a junior, Alessi scored 845
peints iz 30 games.

A two-time ALl-OVAC Class A and All-Ohio Class B honoses, he was the leading vote-getier in 49 when
he was selected Ohio’s Class B Player of the Year.

Athrec-sport prep standout, he was an Afl-Eastern Ohio foothalt player as a two-way back and kicker, and
he was a shortstop-pitcher i hasebald,

Recruited by West Virginia University, he played three seasons (1950-52) and was the starting point guant
twa years. He led the (eam in assists as o sophomore while playing with 6-9 All-America Mark Workman.

In 1951, ke scored 23 points in a home win over Wake Forest and taltied 18 in a 77-73 Joss ar Duke, which
featured All-America guard Dick Groat, a future Pitisburgh Pirate inficlder.

Alessi served as hesd basketbali coach the finad 12 seasons (1961-72) for alma maier Yorkville High before
consolidation. His best team went 18-3 in 1962 and his 147 team won an OVAC Class A crown. The '70
tean featured Chuck Saus, who would sarpass Alessi's carcer point total.

John Havlicek (Athlete - 19505)

John Havlicek {Bridgeport High School, Class of 1438) was a three-sport high schoot
bosnoree for e Bulldegs who later became one of Ohio State’s basketball greats and
was sclected one of the 30 %-n:ms: NBA players. |

In high scheel, the 6-53, 180-povnder was a two-time All-OVAC Class AA basketball
perfoemer as well as All-Ohio Class A. The Bulldogs won the OVAC AA crown in 1958,

An excellent r} and passer, he alse scored 1,594 carcer peints in 39 games
averaged more than 3¢ points per pame the st (wo seasons. He led the OVAC in
scoring as & junior with & 31.9-point norm, including a school recond 53 in a 03 10GE
overline wis over Cadiz, .

He played in the Ohin North.Scuth All-Star game with Jerry Lucas, The two later led
Ohio Stale to three straight NCAA champions lgemcs incliding a title their sopheraore season of 1960,

He was an All-Eastern Ohio shortstop on twoe OVAC championship baseball teams and batted over 40( He

alsw starped in Amenican Legion haseball and later played first base Tor Ohio State. | ,
v_]nvﬁ_xnhall. the AN-OVAC quarserhack was reeruitesd by sevesal colleges Inchling Ohio State and West
irginia,

At Ohie State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his three varsity hasketbal] seasons and he twice eamed All-
Big Ten Conference honors, i i
avlicek was the No. | draft choice of the NBA Buostor Celtics and was also selected by the NFL Cleveland
Browns even though he never played in college. He played n few exhibition games as o widg receiver with the
Hrowns before reporting to the Celtics, where he would becume team captain and have bis No. 17 jersey

retired.

Nicknamed “Hopdo™, Havlicck retired in 1978 after 16 NBA scasons including cight Celtic championships.
A 13-time Al-Star, he is e Celtics™ all- time lcadm%lsmrer f2ﬁ.395[pmgﬂsaﬂ was the first NBA player to
score 1000 points i 16 consecutive seasons and, when he retired, Havlicek had played more regular season
games than anyone in hmnr{. His carcer game averages were 24).8 points, 6.3 rehounds and 4.8 assists,

Besides the Baskeibai} Hall and National High School Hall, he is a member of the Upper Ghio Valley Dapper
Dan and Ohio Siate Halls of Fame.

Bill Mazeroski (Athiete - 1950s)

Bill Mazeroski {(Waren Consolidated High School |, Class of 1854} is best known
fort his baseball foats, but the 5-11 basketball center also Jod the OVAC in scoring witk
a27.6 per game average as a senjor and was a two-time AL-OVAC roundball selection
and three-year basketball starter. Fe eamed second team All-Ohio Class A recognition
as g seRior.

A four-year baseball standout as a shortstop-pitcher, Mazeroski led Warren
Consclidated to the 1933 Ohio Cluss A (largest class) baseball finals before falling,
2-1 to Cincianati Purcell, Mazeroski pitched a four-hitter in a losiog cause.

The athlete, known as “Catfish” as a youth and “Maz” during his pro playing days,
led Warren Consolidated to four straight OVAC Ohio-side baseball titles. The 1cam was
coached by Al Burazio.

Signed by the Pittsburgh Pirates out of high school and szmmer, sandiot baseball, the Rush Run native
was in the major leagues in 1956 and became o 10-time Atl-Star second basemnan from 1956-72 with the
National League team. He won eight of the first 1) second base Gold Glove fielding awards.

He played in 2,163 games and collected 2,016 hits but kis hest known feat is hitting game seven 1960
World Series winning home run versus the New York Yankees, He still holds some major league fielding
records for double plays and assists. The Pirates retired his jersey No. 9.

Mazeroski was inducied into the Basebalt Hall of Fame in 28H and zlso i3 enshrined in the Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Baseball Hall and the Pennsylvagia Sposts Hall,

Buckeye Local High Schoot, 3 consolidation which includes Mazeroski's alma mater, named its high
school field in his hotior and a section of Route 7 near his Rush Rur chiddhood home narth of Tiliensville is
known as “Bll Mazeroski Highway.”

Bobby Douglas (Athlete - 19605)

Bobby Dmtﬁgla: (Br‘xdgr:?‘m High School, Class of 1963) was a_three-sport high school
standout and the first wrestler to win four OVAC individual championships. He betame the
farst Black athlete o win an Olilo state mat crown (1959} when he emerged as the 112-
ponnd titfist. Fe then finished third in the 3960 state tournament and won the 127-pound

LTOWT 4% 3 SERLT. ,
An A-OVAC foutball player and the confercnoe Class AA captaln as a 140-pound -
ninﬁ back in 1960, Douglas also as a staster sn baseball. i i
e wrestled two years at West Liberty State College, winning an NALA championship
and placing second T the NCAA. He then, Lransfcrrcﬁ t Oklahioma State, where he won
the Big £ight Conference 147-pound title. The team never lost a dual meet with Douglas
in the Lineup amd captured a patr of conference titles along with the 1964 NCAA team title.

Alse as a competitor, he won five nationul championships atul a pair of ELS. (lympic Trials titles. He had a
fourth-place feaﬂwrweig%‘il finish at the 1964 Tekya Olympics and he captained the U5, freestyle team at the 1968
games in Mexico C'lg. amed the nation's onstanding wrestier @ 97 - the vear he retired - Douglas compiled
a carzer record of 3043-17-7 (953). He was runnnz—lg: at the World Chagrpionships that year,

Stil) recognized as one of the nation’s outstanding wrestling coaches, Douglas has been at the lowa State
University kelm for 14 years and became just the fosith Division 1 mestor to feach the 400-victory plateay in
Janunry of 2003, He coached the C{cl(mcs to | (Hop- 10 at the pationad finals, He also had runmer-up tearms in 596,
2000 it 2002. In 200K), he was selected the National Wrestling Couch of the Year. He has produced six national
champions, 17 conference 1itlists and 23 All-Americans at lowa Siate, Before taking over the Cyclones” program,
Douglas built n dfynasty at Arizona State. From 1975-92, he guided ASU 1o ning conference title and nine top- )
NCAA team finishes, including the school's first pational champmnshxsg in 1988, While with the Sun Devils, he
rad thres national individual title winners, 37 conference charaps ancd 58 All-Attiericans. R i

He was head coach of (he 1992 US. Oiympic freestyle team that competed in Barcelona, Spaic. Al 19) of his
wrestlers placed among the top 1 in their respective waight classes. Douglas hos been on the 1.8, coaching staff
for five other Olympics.

Bouglas was mducted into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame, the NAIA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Ohio
Hall of Fame and the Arizona State Hall of Fame.

Allan Hornyak (Atblete - 1960s)

Allan Hornyak (St. John Centrat High Schoof, Class of 1969) was hest known as a
recani-setting 40-point per game seorer his last two basketbolt seasons, but the lefihader
also was a -spogt standout performer as a feotball quartesback and first baserzan-
plm??ﬂﬁ““'mx hauting guard in the or 1o the three-poi

. 183-pound long-range shooting ard 1n 1he ez prior to -POIRET,
Horayak fed t!)ep‘())VAC and thegstate of Ohio in scoring his iuslﬂwn SEASONS wi!hpunn all-
time OVAC record 42.7 average as a junior plus a 41 .93 senior norm.

As n juaior, he scored BI2 points i 14 patnes, ncluding 293 gouls and 222-6£-272 free
throws. In his senior year, he tadlied 923 points i 22 games with 336 goals and 231-0f-
296 frec throws,

The twi-time AU-OVAC und All-Ohlo cager st the GVAC tecond of 86 points, includ-
ing 40 gouls, tna 196% win over Tikonsville and he scored 6¢ points the next night ugainst civat Bellase.

He scored at least 50 puints in a game [4 times and ended his 8)-game career with a then OVAC record 2,385
points. The Irish won back-to-back OVAC Class AA basketball titles including a 20-2 overall reevrd & 1969,

. His gcoring efforts resulted in articles in Sport magazine, the New York Times and Sports Hlustrated ‘Faces
in the Crowd,” Homyak eamed Scholastic Coack Afl-America honots and his No. 20 bome basketball jersey
was retired bf/ the school,

In feotball, St Jokn's sso won a OVAC crown with a 9-1 record in 1968, witk Homyak 25 an All-OVAC
quarterback. He passed for 14 wuchdowns that season.

Recruited for basketball by numetous colleges, he o for The Ohio State University where he led the
Buckeyes in scoring three straight years ond camed All-Hig Ten Conference honors each yeir and All-America
recogsition 4y 9 serior,

He left O5LF 25 the school’s fourth all-lime career scorer with 1,572 points in 69 games and is 8 member of
The Ohio State University Sports Hall of Fame.

Homyak was the second round pick, and 26t overail, of the NBA's Cleveland Cuvaliers. He was also
drafted by the ABA Indiana Pacers in the filth round, but didn’t compete in the pro ranks.

Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams (Athlete - 1960s)

Ron “Fritz” Williams (Weir High, Class of 1964) was a four-year, three-sport stand-
cut for the Red Riders. He led Wer to three straight state Class AAA title games includ-
ing an unbestcn 1962 reguldr season. two stalg Tunser-ups ond a state title in 1963 {a
three-year record of bZ»S%. The three-vear A-OVAC and All-West Virginia Class AAA
basketholl player was also an All-OVAC and All-West Virginia footbzll end in 1963 and
the OVAC and West Virginia Region 1 sprint champion in the 160, 220 and 440-yard
events in 1964, X

The 6-3, 185-pound Williams was the fisst African-Ametican to be pamed first team
All-West Virginia in baskethall and only the fousth person in bistery 1o be named firsy
tesm afl-state thres Limes. He scored 2,703 carcer points — then an OVAC *big schooi®
record — and averaged 304 as a senior and 30.1 83 5 junior. He scored a school-record
35 &)ims against East Liverpool. He was named All-America by Parade and Scholasiic Coack magazines.

iHlinms was a regidar end on the 1961 Class AAA state chammipionship feotball tearn and was all-state and
Svholastic Coach All-America s a senior.

. He played on two OVAL Class 3-A titls basketball teams (1962 and *643 and the 1962 OVAC track chasn-

picnship squad. The first African-American recruited to play basketball at West Virginia University, be stilt
iolds season and career assist records while avemgug 24).1 points for his career — sixtk best in history and
cading the team in scoring and assists three years. Only two WYU players — Jerry West and “Hot Rod”
Hundley — combined for mere points and assists than Williams, a three-time Afl-Southern Conference hon-
oree and a second team All-American.
_ The two-time team captain is a mernber of the All-Time WVU team (1966-75 era) and has been inducted
into the WYY Sports Hall of Fame as well a3 the West Virginia Soorts *Hall” and the Upper Ohio Valley
Dapper Dan "Hall'. He was the ninth cverali NBA droft pickin 1968 by the San Francisco Warriors and way
also drafted jn the ABA fifth round by the New Orleans Buccaneers. Dns;}uc not playing college foothal}, he
is pne of ozrly twe OVAC products 1o be drafted both by the NBA and NEL (Dallas Cowboys, 14th round).

Williams played eight NBA seasons -five with the Warrior, swo with the Milwaukse Bucks and one with
the Los Angeles Lakess, He scored 4,797 career points and had 1,818 career assists. He died, at age 39, on
Al 'i!"l 4, 2B ‘atB!:‘i]s_humc in Califomia. The road near his Weirtor childhood home named ‘Ron (Fritz}

itliams Boulevan).

Doug Donley (Athete - 19705)

Doug Donley (Cambridge High School, Class of 1977) was 4 three-sport standout,
excelling in foolball, track and basketball and earning the sickniame “White Lightning™
for his blazing speed.

On the grdiron, Bonley was a (hree-year ktserman o1 running back fot sthe Bobeats,
finishing with a career jotal of 2,572 mushing yards, He also had 220 vards receiving and
I{ll;.isayngxile in kick retums for a career all-purpese yardage total of 3,826 yards (e go
wil 5.

Dattley’s football accolades included first team AE-Ohio Class AAA (3976) by both
The Associased Press and United Press International, Eastern District Class AAA
“Player of the Year” (1976); and first team AN-OVAC Class 4-A (1976).

In track, Donley won the DVALC Class 4-A championship in the long jump as a junier (1976) with 2 laap
of 21 ft. 2.5 in. and was a double-winner at the conference meet as s semor (1977) - winning the Jong jump
{23-10.75 and the 22(-yard dash (22.4 seconds}), helping the Bobcats to the OVAC team title,

}ée eamed All-Eastern Dlistrict in the 1)-yand dash and was recognized as a high school All-Americas in
track.

Also a standost in basketball, Donley was hampered by a shoulder injury but stifl manzged to seore 10 points
per contest and hatl a schoel-record 17-assist game.

‘Widely recruited for football, Bonley atteaded The Ohio State University and eared first team AU-Big Ten
and hanorzble mentios All-America sccolades at wide receiver (1980). He ranks amoeng the Buckeyes” ull-time
lewding receivers in severai categories, including carcer vards per catch 21 2, second); yardage {2,252, fourth);
touchdowns €16, fifthy, and receptivng (108, ted for ninth). He led the fcan: in receptions from 1978-R4).

Dondey was 4 second round cheice of the Dallas Cowboys in 1981, playing four vears in the NFL. He
caught 33 passes for 898 vards and four TDs.

Inducted into the Cambridge High Schoeol Hall of Fame, Donley is president of Advantage Gelf Toumament
Services in Addison, Texas.
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Tim Spencer (Athlete - 19705)

Tim Speacer {St. Clairsville High Scheel, Class of 1979) maks with the greatest
running backs ever to grace Ohio Valley high school gridicons. Spencer — who plied his
trude for legentary coach George Strager — rushed for seme 3,144 yards gsd 50 touch-
downs. He scored 338 points during his Red Devil grid career.

As 1 senior, the Parede All-American gained 1,670 yards and scored 28 touchdowns
while kis jurior numbers totaled 1280 rushing yards and 18 touchdowns. Spencer's top
prep game came g3 3 senior when he rushed For 306 yards and scored six touchdowns
against Mariins Ferry. All told, be scored ) points in that cortest.

He was awarded All-OVAC und Ali-Ohio foethall honors following his junior and
senior SEASLDS.

Spencer also played baskeiball and ron track for the Red Devils, excelling in the 18- 2nd 200-meters.

Afier his prep days, Spencer matriculated to Columbus 1o play for Coach Earle Bruce’s Ohio Staie Buckeyes.

The 6-F, 218-pounder was a three-year starter for the Buckeyes. He finished his career with 3,553 vands
which stil) ranks thict on Ohio State’s all-time rushing charts.

Spencer led the Big Tea in rushing as u senior with 1,371 yands, eighth best in the nation. He was soconled
Al-Big Ten honors twice and was o second-team UPI All-American selection as a senior,

He served as the Buckeyes® co-capttiin 08 o seitfor nnd was voted the team MVP that year. He was also named
MV of the Holiday Bow] as he rashed for 167 yans and 1wo TDs in O8U's 47-17 win.

Spencer was the second player selected in the United States Footbalf 1.eague (USFL) draft by the Chicago
Bl!it_z. .?‘fmr n three-year USFL stint, he signed with the San Diego Churgers where he started for four years ag
fullback,

He gained rmore than 5,000 rushing yards and scored 45 touchdowns as @ professional.

Spencer served ns Chio State’s running backs couch from 1994 through the 2003 scason. He left the
Buckeyes for an assistant’s role with the Chicago Bears,

Amy Gamble (athlete - 19505

Amy Gamble (John Marskall High School, Class of 1982) is one of the Ohio Valiey's
greatest female athletes of afl time. Goamble excelled in three sports - basketball, track
snd women's handball.

She becume Marshall Coamiy’s first Olympian when she competed with 1he U5,
Wormen's Handbalt Team iz the 1988 Games held in Seouvf, Korea. Earlicr, the U.S,
Waormen were crowned a8 champions of the Pan Americar Gumes.

Garmble was selected as the West Virginia Women's Basketball Player of the Year in
1982 afier Jeading John Marshalf o the staie Class AAA championship. She averaged
23 paints und 18 rebounds on a 2241 record team which svenged its only loss by defeat-
ing Elkins in the state finals. Captain of the All-State Team:, Gamble was 4 swirtime Class AAA first-team
honosee. She was chosen All-OVAC and All-Valley theee straight years,

She wys the first IMHS girls’ busketball performer 10 score more than 1,000 points and the initia Monarch
athlete to have her jersey retired. She scored 1498 career points. Uamble wus ranked as the No, 4 giils’
baskethall Rlaycr ity the countey her sentor seuson when was named 10 the Parade, Street & Smith and USA
Todgy All-American fcams.

Retreiled by Tennessee, she played s o backup on the 1982 Lady Vols’ squad that finished as the NCAA
tousnament runners-up, losing 0 the Cheryl Mitler-fed Southern Cgl powerbiouse. She left Tennessee ai the end
of thali se(z}t;n’r; and tramsferred o West Virginia Elniversity bt played just one season before deciding to try
tenin handpali,

After her appearance in the Olympics, Gamble retwmed to  basketball and engolied ut the University of
Avizom. Despite having just one season of eligibility remaining, Gamble was the team’s leading scorer and
she earned Pacific- 10 Conference player of the week Jaurels.

Her kigh school track cureer was ulse brillinnt, as Gamble set numerous invitationat mest and OVAC records
i the shot put and the discus. She established afl-time OVAC standards in both cvents and was o West Virginia
state charmpion i both events, She was a three-time AlL-Valley honoree.

Mitch Hannahs (Athiete - 1980s)

Mitch Hannuhs (Skyvue High School, Class of 1985} was the epitome of a winner in
high schoo! as the two-spoert, four—rea{ letterman sparked the tiny Golden Hawks to the
state teurnasent in botlt basketbal] and baseball.

I busketball, Skyvue made the OHSAA state fournament in Hannahs' junicr and sen-
ior seasons, finishing as the Class A runner-up in 1984-83. He was selected first team
Ali-Ohio as a senior ond sscond team as a junior and was a two-time first eam All-
Easternt District, AHOVAC and All-Fioneer Valley Conference bonoree, He also partic-
tpated in the Ohio North-South Afl-Star classic following a senior season where the 5«
£0) guard averaged more than 22 points per game.

In basebail, the consistent-hilting and sure-banded shorstop helped the Hawks to the
Ohio Class A state champienship as a senior (1585) 9 well a8 the OVAC sod PV titles. He earned first team
All-Ohio, AR-Eastern District, AI-OVAC and AlL-PVC honors und was selected for the Ohio Baseball Afl-Star
Sexies.

He aiso received All-Easterns District, AIIMOVAC and All-PVC accolades following his sophomore (1983)
and junior {1984) seasons,

After gradugtion Hasoahs polied off a rare “double” when his coliege feam - Indiana State University -
advanced o the NCAA Division 1 College World Series in 1986 and 1hat same season, he played for the
Mayrard Post 666 team which advanced to the American Legion World Serics. Hanmalis was voted MVP of
the regienal tounument that season and won the Loutsville Slugger Award foe the highest batting average in
tournament play.

At Indiana State, Hannahs was a three-time All-Missouri Valley Conference performer (1987-89) and was
an NCAA Division T All-American following bis seafor year {198%).

He was a 16th sound deaft pick of the Milwaukee Brewers, playing in their farm system from 1989-93.
Hannahs is cusrently wthletic director and head baseball coach. at Lincoln Trail Cellege in Robinsen, 1iingis.
He previously conched for seven yeurs at his aima mater - Indiana State University.

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athlete - 1950s)

Véeki Pullic-Stokes (Wellsville High School, Clasy of 1987) is believed by muny
Wellsville residents to be one of the greatest athletes in the school’s history, attested to
by her indaction as a member of Wellsville High Schoel’s Athlesic of Fame inauganl
Ciass of 2004,

Dwring her kigh school career, Pullie-Stokes collected 15 fisst-pluce finishes at the
onnual Cal Giffin OVAC Frack Championships and she was selected as the area “Track
Athlete of the Year” three times. She also earned both All-Valley and All-Eastern District
laurels four tmes cach. She was a two-time long jump champion at the Ohio high school
state meet and was a nenerup in the 200 meters,

Tn volleybull, she was twice selected s the team MVP and eamed Al-Area @theee
times, All-Eastem Thatrict (twice), and AYN-OVAC {twice), Three times she was numed to the Al-Coliminana
Couniy team,

In busketbull, she led the 1987 Lady Tigers to the state finals, Her 27- record Wellsville team enled one
of the nation”s fongest basketbali streaks at 108 when the Tigers defeated West Holmes in woumarnent play. She
scored more than 1400 peints and collectod more than PP 8K rebounds while helping the Tigers ie a three-
year record of 66-8. Pullie-Stokes was chosen OVAC “Pluyer of the Year” hat scason and was a two-lime
Alt-Ohio bonoree, She also earied All-Valley and All-Arca recognition three fimes each on the hardwoud,

All told, she won 11 varsity letters and was selected as the American Eegion 1987 Dhio State “Athlete of
the Year”. She went on 1o play collegiate basketball at Olio State and was a member of the 1989 Buckeyey’
squad 1hat won the Big Ten Conference chumpionship. She gained personal honors when in 1990 she was
selected as Ohio State™s best defensive player, teum MVP and Big “Ten honorable mention. Twice, she was
designated s the conference’s player of the week,

Additionally, Pullie eamed a gold medal with the North Team in the 1989 U5, Olympic Festival, helé in
Norman, Okla,

Geno Ford (Athiete - 1990s)

Geno Ford {Cambsidge High School, Class of 1993) achicved the ullimate honor
of a high school basketball player in the state of Ohio when he was sefected “Mr.
Basketball” following his senior season,

The 5-8 sharpshoeter linishet a stellar four-year carcer with the Bobcats as Ohbin’s
second sll-time leading scorer with 2,680 points which also stands as the OVAC's
all-time high-waser mork.

Ford's name also appears in the OHSAA record book in the following categories:
288 free theows made fn u season (1991-923, Grst all-4ime; 697 free throws made in
a carcer (1989-93), firss all-time; and 928 points in a scason (1993-923, seventh
all-time.

Playing for his father, highly-successful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Geno zarned All-Ohio Division
I first team accolades following both his junior and senior scasons. He was also a two-time All-Eastern
District Division 11 “Player of the Year™ and two-time All-OVAC Class 4-A first team pick.

Ford went on to become a four-year letterman u1 Ohjo University, eaming All-Mid American
Conference second team henors as a junior (1996} and fivst team plaudits s a senior (1397). He is the fifth
all-time leading scorer at O with 1,752 poizts. One of the most popular players at OUF. Ford helped the
Bobceats to one NCAA and one NIT appearance durdsig his career.

Following pruduation, he served as a graduate assistant (1998-99) and assistant coach (1999-2001) at
Ohio Uziversity; was head coach for one season at Division II Shawnee Stae Univessity (2001-02),
leading his team to 4 22-H} record and eaming American Mideast Conference “Coach of she Year™
honors: served ag an assistant coack at Kent State University since the 2002-03 season.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc

Stephanie Petho (athiete - 1990s)

Stephanie Petho (S1. Jobn Central, Class of 1992) remains the measuring stick for
female basketball preatness in the OVAC,

‘The Fighting Irish three-sports luminary re-wrote the St. John Central and OVAC
scoring books during her career on Guemsey Street. The 5-7 sharpshooter finished
ber four-year carcer with 2.667 points whicﬁ is fisst in conference annals and stifl
ranks sixth in the state of Objo.

Petho was sccorded first-tearn AH-OVAC all four years. The Bellaire nutive
eazned All-Ohio honors three years, colminating by being named the state’s Division
EV “Player of the Year” felfowing a scason in which she averaged a staggering 37.1
points a gume.

As a funior, she tallied 35.9 points per gaine in leading her Lady Irish teammutcs 10 a 22-3 record a berth
in the OFISAA regional tovmament. She was named fiest team Al-Obio after scoring 910 polsts tha
winter aloze. Petho twice cracked the 50-point plateau in o game, scoriag 57 against Shadyside and 56
against Toronto.

The two-year starter al the University of Pitsburgh camied 5t John Centrat 1o four OVAC champi-
oniships in basketball and an overuli 7516 recond. Petho was no anc-sport wonder, also stanting in vol-
feyhall and track during ber prep caseer. She camed AL-OVAC in volleyball her junier and senior yeirs.

Tn track, Petho i3 one of the valley’s alltime great thoowers, saesing five OVAC gold medals in the
weight events — three in the discus and two in the shot put. Petho 1ossed the platier a school-record
i21-7 en route Lo & regional championship and a third-place showing in the state meet as a junior,

She capped her high school career by being numed co-valedictorian of her senior clasy and she went on
to become an Academic All-Amcdean nt Pit, While there, she led the team in scorng in the 199495
season, became the career free throw percentage leader (83.4) and is 14th on the all-time scoring list.

Rudy Mumley (0vaC Fanily)

Reedy Mumiay {(Wheeling High Schoel, Class of 1936). If Rudy Mumley's heart was
measured by the size of his love for his feflow men and women, it never could have fit
isicke hiy body.

Mumley, 0 educator, administrator, humanitarisn, dynamic organizer and chadty
fund-raiser, served the OVAC and ihe rest of Ohio Valley in many different, but special
ways. He was a two-time president, charter mesber of the confersnct’s Foundation
Board, served on the footbiall and baskeiball comrmittees nnd was the organizer and long-
time game director of the Ohio-West Virginia Chaxity Football Classic. The mid-sum-
mer all-star football clash was repamed i his honor in 1986. He also served s OVAC
president during 1he 1967-68 school year. To help the game get off the ground, Mumley
once mortgaged his home 1o achieve the financing nectled For the inaugural OVAC-sponsored contest in 1972,
He also was & great supporter of the OVAC wrcsllin$ ournament,

A praduste of old Wheeling High School and West Liberty Siate College with a master’s degree from
WV, Mumley served in the Afr Enrce during World War F and was recalied duging the Korean coafiict.
He taught at Powhatan, Shadyside and Smithfield High Schools before being appointed principal ot Warren
Consofldated High in Tiktonsville in 1964. Rudy later served as principal ut Yorkville High. Loser, when the
Buckeye Eocal Schoo! District was formed, he became prineipal at Buckeye South and remained there until
s retizement in 1979,

Mumley, who was bom in 1918 and died in 1999, ylso provided great service to the Upper Ohio Valley
Dapper Dan Club and his coflege alina mater, West Liberty State. Rudy was a member of the Dapper Dan
Buard of Directors for some 25 years and was banquet co-chairman six times. At West Libenty, he camed 4
rare honor 45 4 non-athlete when he wes inducted into the school’s Athletic Hall of Fare in 1985, He was pres-
iient of the Hifltoppers® Alumni Associufion and the Foundation. Among the numerous honors he received
incloder the Robert McKelvey Awand snd Man of the Year honors from the Dapper Dan Cluty, WLSC Gold
and Black Achievement Award and the College Prosident’s Award, along with the Warwood Lions Ciub’s
Citizen of the Year Award in 1981,
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Agnes Timmons ©VAC ‘Family’)

Apnes Timmons {Scio High School, Class of 1942). This Octogenarian sarted couch-
mf pickup girls* basketball tearns at Bamesville High School in 1946 when there werg no
school-sanctioned gisls’ programs for member schools of the OVAC, She was 4 girls'
physicat educntion eacher at the time, after huving graduated from Denison University in
CGiranville, Ohio,

‘Timmons congidesed it Fm of her jub as a phys ed teacher 1o organize whatever athictic
teams she could because she wanted the girfs to have some compelition and experience the
fun of playing organizes] sports. She would join with teachers from other schouls in the
ares interested in doing the same thing to schedule games. They also had 1o hire their own B3
officials and provide transportation te the game sites.

Timmons Jeft teacking alier 1948 o begin raising a family. After having four children, she reterned to her
teaching and cuaching career at Barnesville in 1962. Timmons coached volleyhall and baskethadl even though it
wasn't umtil June of 1972 that Title 1X was enacted, demanding equal sports opportunities for gitls. She was asked
by then OVAC exccutive sceretary Sam Mumley to host and serve as director of the first conferonce volleybalk
[ L}Piﬂmhip tournament which was held at Barnexvilie High, Titnmons coached basketball and track until welk
intto Bie 19865, but continued her duties with the volieyball tcam smsll her retivement from teacking in 1991, She
also coackied softhall for one year when her daughter played because the talented youth also wanted to commpete
as amernbier of the track and field team. The school district would enly permit that o Bappen if Tismons coached
boil: sponis, which she did.

Even tday, Timmeons remains close to the Bamesville athletic program. Tluwlﬁch this past scason, she served es
the announcer for the Shamrocks’ boys and girls baskethall games, as well as for the home volfeyhall matches. She
ulso has been the announcer und part of the committee for the DVAC volleyball tournament for over 3 years. [ast
winter, the thert 80-year-old Fimmens was called back into the coaching ranks when Barnesville needed someone
to help out with 1he volleybal) squad. Agnes coached the jayvees and thoroughly cnjoyed the experience,

Her track 1cams were perennial comenders for OVAC tilles and several valleyball feams advanced to the district,

Doug Huff edia)

Doug Huff {Magnolia High School, Class of 1961). This native of New Mariinsville
ks been writing sports since the age of 12, his first “pob” being with the Werzel
Demaocrat, & weekiy paper in his home town. Huff jomed The Intetiigencer as associate
sports editor in 1947, a position he held untit 1978 when he was narmed as that paper’s
spaorts editor, remaining in that position untit his retirerment in 1999, He tpm\’ious]y_ was
sparts editor of the Fatrmont Times and worked on the sports staff of the Dominion

ews in Morgantown.

While the sgmss chief of The Intelligencer, Huff oripinated All-Valley Boys
Basketball and Baseball selections in 1968, plus the OV All-dports School and Athlete
Awardds and the A0V Schofar-Aulilete selections, He compiled Ohin Valley aod West
Virginia records for {oothatl, hasketball and baseball, along with historicat miaterial on OVAC schools, coach-
es and athletes. Since 1979, he hus been the Execmtive Secratary-Treasurer of the W.Va. Sports Writers
Assoctation after having previously served as the president and footbail all-state board chairman, Ful¥ also s
on the Board of Directors of the Football Writers Association of America and the National Sportscasters &
Sports Writers Association. . , i :

Among the numernus honors he has achicved incioder induction into the National High School Sports Hail
of Fame 71999); state sports writer of the year nine times; West Virginia University School of Joumatism P1,
Reed Life Achieverment Award (1999); Magnolia Hritg},l:] School Athletic Boosters Life Achievement Award
g')‘)ﬂ}; W.Va. Sports Wiiters Association CE:‘W: Morchouse Awerd (1992); Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan

lub’s Robert McKelvey Award (1994),

He is the muhoy of in West Virginia, “A Pictosial History” {1979} and aiso of the Notional High
School Football and Basketbult Record Books (2001-2802). Doug aiso co-muthoned “How 1o Watch Sports on
TV...And Enjoy It.” Since 1573, he has been a high school contfibuting editor of Street and Smith magazine
and compiles their pre-scason schoolboy All-America wamg for football, hoys® basketball and busehall.
Although retired from The Intell, ke continues to submit a much-read and enjclvlycii weekly colamn. Doug alse
serves s the national raokings and records editor for Siwdent Spotts Ing., and cooniinates football and boys
basketball selections for Parade and EA Sports.

Bob Burton (Coeaches)

Robert W. (Bob) Burton (Mognolia High School, Class of §957) coached several
sports at Paden City High Schoel, but is most remember for a sparkling 38-year
carcer as head buys’ basketbal] coach (1963-2001) where he amassed a record of
554.327.

Duging his tesure, the Wildcats won 21 sectional championships; eight regional
titles; finished as stale runner-up twice {1972 and 'B2) and captured the West
Virginia Class A champlonship twice (1973 ond BTk Paden City bad 2B winning
seasons unler Buston, inciuding nine 20-win campaigas, and won five OVAC Class
A championships (1971, °75, '92,°43 and "94).

Burtoa received the West Virginia “Coach of the Year™ hosor in 1986 and was selected to coach in the
OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic several times as well as the West Virginia Nosth-South AlL-Star Game
in 1987. He was a member of the West Virginia Busketbatl Coaches Association, the State Coaches
Committee and the OVAC Basketbull Committee.

Burion alse served as an assistant coach in footkalt at Paden Ciiy for 18 years, serving on the Wildcats”
staff during two stale championship seasons (1970 and "79); coached truck for more than 30 years,
wimming several OVAC Class A and Tntra-State League championships: coached ¢ross country for two
yenrs and polf for one season; was assistant bascbail coach for three years; and spent more than a decade
as athletic director.

As an pthiete, Burton was a three-sport athlete st Magnolia, eaming alf-West Virginia honors in football
in 1953, At the college Jevel, he was aisa o three-spott performer, playing foothall at Kont State University
and then footbatl, basketball and tennis after transferring to West Liberty State College where he graduated
in 1961. He then received a master’s degree in education from West Virginia University in 1968,

George Strager (Couches)

Gearge Strager {McKeesport, Pa. High School, Class of 1943) has often been called
the “dean™ of Ohio Valley high school football coaches thanks to 8 hif;b]{«smcessful
carger that spanned some 34 years (1950-87) m five different schoals. He posted a
career coaching recard of 246 wins, 115 losses and 15 ties which stood as the all-time
valley record uatil eclipsed in 2004 by Jay Circosta of Woedsfiehd/Moenree Central.

Steager's coaching career began in 1950 st tiny Sistersville High School, compiling
1 42-22.3 recond in seven seasons there #nd Jeading the Tigers to the West Virginia
Class A state championship in 1953, He moved on to Clatksburg Notre Dame High for
four veass as head football and basketball coack (1957-60), going 24-10 on the grid-
iron and leading the basketball team to the West Virginia Class A state semifinals. Next
came a Lhree-year stint a8 Wheeling Central Catholic (1961-63) which featured two undefleated regular
seasons and 3 mark of 21-9-F. The 1962 ream lost 1o Charlestor: Catholic in the inaugural West Virginia
Catholic State Championship game, but the et year Strager’s team av:ngcd that foss to win the crown, Up
next was a five-year stay at Cambtidge High (1964-68), posting a 23-23-2 recont.

He then began a legendary 19-year run o St, Clairsville High in 1969, herming his tmdemark “belly series”™
to a record of 134-51-U there. His Red Trevil teanms posted theee undefeoted seasons {1969, *77 and "85) and
the 1983 squad earnesf the school's first-aver trip 1o the GHSAA playoffs and the 1986 1eam advanced to the
state semifinals before fosing a bears-breaker to Chagrin Falls Kenston.

Strager’s top honors included induction inta the Ohio High School Football Coaches Hall of Fame in
[998; Ohio Valley Footbatl Coaches Association Hall of Fame in]991; selection as OVAC Coach of the Year
in 1979 and "R7; and recognition hy the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley in 1592, He also coached
in the OVAC All-Star Charity Feotball Classic twice (1972 and "87).

A graduate of Saler Collége, Strager passed away in 1990, but his memory lives on in the form of the
George Sttages Memarial Football Camp and Scholnrshig Program as well as the “George Strager Evening
with the Stars” dinner held in conjunction with the OVAC Charity All-Star Foottall Classic.

John ‘Corky’ Vrotsos (Coaches)

John “Corky” Vrotsos {Martins Ferry High Schoeol, Class of 1946) not only initiated
the spert of wresiliog at his alma mater, be guickly established himsell as one of the
premier mat coaches in confercnce history.

Violsos guided the Parple Rider grapplers from 1957-68, keading his team 0 seven
conseeutive OVAC Foumament championships (£961-67) along with six straight Ohio
Bristrict Tournament titles. Fis teams finished snked in the wop 10 in the state four times
(1959, *&0), 63 and *64) and the best finish at the state toumament was a fifth place
effort in 1960,

During his tenure. Vrotsus coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Ohio State
Toutnament qualifiers, including L0 state place-winners and one state champion (175-
pounder Yohn Scotdos in 1964). Ferry's dual meet recont during the Vrotsos years was 85-20-1, including
unbeaten seasons is 1964 and 67,

The mitial inductee into the Masting Ferry High Schoot Wresding Hall of Fame ia 1994 and the 1978
recigient of the OVAC Wrestling Toumament's “Mr. Mat. Awanl”, he served s tousnament director for the
OVAC, sectional ard district oumaments alier yiclding the couching post.

Ta addition 10 serving us head wrestling coach, Vrotsos was also an assistant in football and track for the
Purple Ridess. He was on the foorbaf] stalf during Ferry's run of three conseeutive undefeated seasons (1939-
i1} and four OVAC championships (aiso 1963).

As an athkese, he was a three-year letierman in foothall and basketball ot Martins Feery. In foctbal), hie was
a ceater-linebacker under legendary coach ¥red Thomas, playing center and linebacker on the 1934 and 45
OVAC championship squads, caming all-confereore *AA™ honors 25 a senior. He played guard in basketball
under coaches Floyd Baker and Ralph Gartrell, After serving in the anmy, Viotsos then attended West Liberty
State College, graduating in 1951, He was 2 three-year varsity football player for the Hill toppers and a mem-
ber of two andefeated teams that played in bowl games. (Smokey Mountain Bewl and Pythian Bow},

Chester Grossi (Offictals)

Chester Grossi (Weir High Schoal, Class of 193)) b‘%ran officiating in 1942, claim-
ing to be “drafted” into officiating by fellow honoree Walter Heil because many offi-
cialg hd been Jost due to the military draft.

His {ove of sports saw him enter the world of officiating, not only in football, but also
in basketball and baschall. He retired from officiating in 1987 afier 43 years, Dusing
those year, he worked many distzict and reglonal tournzment games as well as 14 state
tournamesits it baskethalt dnd 12 state finais in foothall. He also worked severai West
Virginin Cathofic State basketba!l and football playoff games as well as games in the
West Virginia Intervollegiate Athletic Conference and the United FmthalFLra e, He
is o Life member of the Ohio Valley Board of Officinls and the West Virginia Football
and Basketball Officials” Association. He was the 1997 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials”
Awarsh and was hosored by the Upper Ohio Valiey Dapper Dan Club,

As an athlete at Weir, Grossi played footbali for coach Carl Hamnill from 1936-39 and during that time, the
Red tidders won 27 straight games. i{e received a football schotarship to West Liberty State College where he
pleged for Coach Joe Bartel] in 1941 and after World War I1.

e graduated from West I.ihcn¥ with u bachelor’s degree in political science, retuming o Weir High School
as i leacher and assistant coach. He left the education field 1o enter into the investment and insurance business
in 1960. He remains active in many civic, fratemal and service organizations. He is president of the Weirtonion
Lodge of the Italian Sons and Draughters of America, serves on the Bourd of Directory of the Fratemal
Association and is an honorary natiosial president of BSDIA; o member of the beard of the Upper Ohie Valle
Italian Heritage Festival; the Wesron Council 3734 Keights of Columbus and an officer of their Fou
Degree; a [ife member of Post 10 of the American Legion; member of Carop Fire USA: the Weirton
Elks; and is a member of the West Liberty State College Fouadation's Finance &)mmiﬂce, Hall of Fame
Committee, Hilltoppers Athletiv Club and d life member of the Alumni Asseciation.

. Hcl was inducted into the West Liberty State College Half of Fame and was honored by the West Virginia
orhers

Walter Heil (0fficiuls)

Walter Heil {Beblaire High, Class of 1923) was regarded as one of the deans of
Ohie Valley officialing thanks to # curcer that spanned some 38 years and involved
three spurts.

He began as a basebafl umpire in 1926 ther added footbail in 1928 and hasketboll
in 14929, working counticss games until finally banging up his whistle at the age of 62.

Heil officiated football and basketball at the high school, collegiate and profes-
stonal levels. He worked five West Virginia High School State Toumarments, {five
West Virginin Catholic High School State Tosrnaments and three West Virginia
Tatercollegiute Athletic Conference Teurnaments. He also officiated in the semi-pro
Costnentat Foolball League, which featured the Wheeling lronmen.

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Officials, the West Virginia Officials Asseciation and the
Iaternational Associstion of Approved Basketball officials and was

fhonored for length of service by each of these organizations.

After retiring as an active official, Heil assumed the role of commissioner of both basketball and foot-
ball officials for the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, a position he held from $965-70.

He was a chaster member of the Beilaire High Athletic Wall of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the
OVAC's Robent Dawson Officials’ Award.

Heil worked for Weirton Steel Corporation and was 4 resident of Yorioviile untif bis death in 1970,

Alex Groza (Athiete - 19405)

Alex Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1944). This 6-foot-7, 220-pounder
led the Purple Riders to two straight undefeated regular seasons in basketball and to
the Ohio state tournament both years. Martins Ferry finistied 24-1 in 1943 and 26-1 the
following season. The Purple Riders won the fist OVAC Ciass AA baskethall
championship in 194 as Grezs sconsd s valley record 628 points (a mark later broken
hg; 2004 OVAC Hall of Fame inductee Ken Alessi). Groza scoted 41 vs, Tiltonyville.
He was an all-conference and all-Ohio first-icam selection.

Alex swas the top scorer and rebounder on the University of Kentucky's “Fabulous
Five,” which won hack-lo-back NCAA 1stfes in 1948 and "49, with Groza being named
the tournament MVP both years. He was a thrze-time all-Southeastern Conference
chaoice and a twe-titne consensis Al- American. He set 22 individual SEC records. Groza still ranks seventh
un Kentacky's all-time scoring list with 1,744 points. Alex's jersey number {15) was retired by the school.
Ciroza and four of his UK teammates — Ralph Beard, Wallace fones, CIil Barker and Keany Rolling —
won o goid medal as U.5. Olympias #¢ the London Games in FM8. Groza, in 1949, was named the Helmy
Foundation Basketbalf Player of the Year. In a 1950 Associated Press nationwids poll of spogts writers select-
ing the leading athlates of the bhalf-century, Alex was chosen as une of the five top-rated basketball players.

In the NBA, Groza averaged 22.5 poiats in 130 pro games with the Indiznapolis Olympians in 1950 and
*51. He coached Bellarmine (Ky) College from 1954 through 1966. The schoof had never won o basketball
championship before Groza's tenure., He Jed the Knights to the Kentucky Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
regular season and Sournament title in 1963, after wlkich he was named the league coach of the year.

Groza later served ns business manayer and then assistunt to the president of the ABA's Kentucky
Cotonels hefore becoming general tanaget of the San Diego Conquistzdors until the franchise folded. He
then served as GM of a professional volleyball team for ene year before joining Reynolds Metals in 1977 as
a regional sales manager.

Groza died of lung cancer at his home in San Diego on Janvary 21, §995,
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Chuock Howley (atntete - 19505)

Charles L. {Chuck} Huwley {Warwood High School, Class of 1954) was a first team
all-West Virginia and all-OVAC tackie in 1953, He letiered in football, basketball and
basehalf, As A teenager, he also competed for an independent All-Amerca boys
E¥mmastics group.

The West Virginia University graduate is still the only Mountaineer athiete to letter in
ﬁv:r?mm —foothall, gyinnastics, wrestling, truck and swimming. In footbzli he played
guard, center, and linebucker while eaming Al-Southern Conference lavrels three
straight years, Also the long snapper on specitl ams, Howley was selected as a thind-

team All-American his senior vear. Howley, at 6-2, 220 potinds, was considered to be

ane of the fastest linemen in WVU history. He stanted in coliege ali-star games -
Easi-West Shrine Game, Senior Bowl and the College Football All-Star Game. He [emtered for the
Mountaincers on the trampoline in gymnastics, a heavyweight in wrestling, sprinter and weightman in track
znd a diver in swimming.qg 1957, Howley was selected as the West Virginia Amatear Athfete of the Year.

He was an NFL first-round draft cheice {1958} of the Chicage Bears — only the thind Mountinesr select-
ed in the opening round. He played o year and a balf in Chicago before being sidelined by # sedous knee
iniury, Howley was back home in Wheeling working at 4 gos station in 1961 when the expansion Dallas
Cowhoys tradest two draft picks for him, The ex-Bear decided to give it one more try and wound up starting
at outside linchacker 12 years for the Cowbays, eaming all-pro laurels six I.imes.?-’[e starred in two Super
Bowls. The 1971 pame saw Howley intercept two passes and recover a fumble fo gam MYP honoes in a
16-13 loss to the Baltimore Colts, He remsing ike only player on # Josing tex to be selected as the Super
Bowl's most valusble player. Tn 1972, he helped the Cowboys win Super Bowl V1 over the Mizmi Dolphing
by intercepting 4 Bob Griese pass to set up a touchdown,

Howley is 2 member of the West Virginia Sports Writers Association, WU, Upper Ohdo Valley Dapper
Dan Club and City of Wheeling halls of fame.

Dick Miller (Aiblete - 19505)

Dick Miller (Wheeling Central Cathalic High School, Class 1952) was a first-tearm all-
state and wll-OVAC perfonmer in baskethatl léﬂ:t: straight years while performing for the
Maroon Knights. Miller led Centra} Catholic to the conlerence and West Virginia Catholic
championships all three seasons, scoring 1,593 points durin{g u stellar high school career.
His three-yeur scoring average was 21 .4 points per game. His carver point total stood for
51 years until il was bested by David Contraguerro, a four-year letterman for the Marvon
Km%hts. Contraguerto’s recond was later toppled by o Ceitral girly  baskethall preat,
Kayleen Fitzsimmons, Miller ulso had a game high of 30 pomts in a West Virginia-
Kentucky Al-Star Game, leading the Mountaineer tewn to an 31-80 viciory of
Williamson. Twice, (1951 and 'iﬁ, Miller was chosen as the state's basketball playér of
he year. e ulso wis 4 standout performer in football and baseball in high school. He was a *“T™ formation quar-
terback as a football performer and a shorsstop/pitcher on the baseball wam,

Recruited by the University of Wisconsin on a basketball scholarship, Milter was the Badgers' stusting point
;;}mrd for two years, Nicknamed “The Cat” because of bis quickness, Dick aversged 19 points per game In Big

en play, topping the 30-point mark three times doring his career. In 1956, be set a conferénce record for the most

consecutive free throws mude, converting 29 in a Tow over two consecutive games. Mitler alse excelled 25 a floor
leader snd defensive p]a{:r. He wis voted as the team MVP his senior year, Although drafied by the New York
Knicks in 1956, Milicr chose to play AAU basketball. He was voted to the AAU All-America team afier partic-
lpalin%iz; the National Toumament held in Denver where be led the Milwaukee Allen Bradiey Team to a fonnh
piace finish. Miller played two seasons with the Phillips Gilers in the Nationa] Tndustrial Basgclbizll League and
one season in the Tidewater Busketball Association where he averaged 22 points per game and was voted the
feague’s MVP for the 1962-63 season,
o Miller la{uj buseball one year at Wisconsin, hitting 333 and ElP{aying second base, Because a shoukler injury
in E]lgh school limited his throwing ability, he gave up baseball after vue season to concentrule o baskatbail,

His uthletic career then contintied in 4 different sport s he ok uﬁhundba]l (four-wall) and in his first year,
he won the North and South Carolina Open Singles Championship. He went on to win numerous singles litles
thepughout the Sousheast, including two national singles age group championships, He finafly ended his com-
petitive career in F596 at the age of 62,

Mike Sherwood (Athtete - 1960)

Mike Sherwood {Bellain: High School, Class of 1967). This seft-spoken sthletic
great cates with Bellaire Hi%h‘s all-tine stafwarts in beth football and basketball,

He quarterbacked the 1966 Big Reds to a -1 season as 4 senior for coach Don Ault,
It remaing uahlg one of the best pre {;nd teams in Ohio Valley history, Sherwood
led the OVAL with 20 TD passes that fall s he completed 73 of [§{} passes for s 66.4
percentage and amassed more thare 1408 yards with only four interceptions.

He was just us impressive on the hardwood for legend‘:lry cozch Claire Cribbs. The
sweel-shooting 6-1 puand was a two-year starter for the Big Reds and surpassed the
1,000-paint ptatean while earning All-Ohio honors. He averaged 23.3 points a pame in
icudinf the Big Reds to a 17-4 record. As a junior, he averaged 25 poimssper game. He

ured in a career-high, and school-record, 59 points ugainst Guernsey Street rival St.

ohn Central. He wus ulso selected for the Ohio North-South Basketbali Classic.

Follpwing his illustricus prep career, Sherwood accepted o foothall scholurship $o West Virginia
University, whers his father earlier played, After compeuaiﬁ)gu the freshmnin team, he s ut goarterback
for three seasons, As a suphomaore, he passed for some 2 yards whife establishing 2 school record with
416 yards ngainst dval Pirn, completing 27 of 37 passes. He finished she vear ranked 173h in the nation, aver-
u§in 3 198 passing yards a game. The Mouniaineers went 7.3 that fall. Sherwood led the Mountaincers toa
25-T eecond in hig three years, including a 10-1 mark and s Peach Bow] win his senior season, He still ranks
amang WVYU career ieaders in total of enseirassing yurds, pass completions and attempts, TD passes, pass-
ing efficiency dand completion percentage. He was sr:kcn.d' ed 10 play m the 1970 Blue-Gray Game and won
the Ira E. Rodgers Award the same year. Sherwood was also sslected All-East by UPL in 19711 A member of
the All-Time WV 195064 Era team, Sherwood was inducted inta the WVU Sports Hall of Fame in 1997,

After graduation, he staved on of WV and was o graduate assistamt for Bobby Bowden and Frank
Cignetti. He went to Bethany College to serve os offensive coordinator from 1%74-78 ander his high school
coach, Don Ault, Sherwood retumed w his prep alma mater, servi‘rj-%us the Big Reds’ head coach from 1980-
84, reyistering a 26-12-2 record, He was named Eastem District Coach of the Year in 1982. He became the
school's athiete director g 1984 snd s comently the high school principal.

Terry Snively (Athlete - 1960s)

Terry Snively (Puwhatan Hiﬁ?{ﬁchml. 1966). This all-round athlete starred in four
spots Tor the Indians. He established an Ohio Valley fostball modem single season
record by mmassing 222 points, including 25 touchdowns, his senios season. %he quick-
footed runeing back finished with 398 carcer {mmu. Snively was named Chiin's UPI
Class A Buck 'of the Year in 1963, He was an ANLOVAC hovdree us o junior und senior
while pamering All-Eastern Ohio 2nd All-Valley laprels,

Captain of the Indians' football, basehall und tack tearms. e also was 4 fouc-vear let-
termud in basketbali, stasting his dast three seasons, Snively averaged better than 24

ints & game in each of his final two seasons und finished his career wiily 1,146 points.
He was third team All-Ohio as 5 sentor and first team A-OVAC as 2 junior and senior.

Sprirgtime at Powhatan saw Snively do double duty, starring in baseball and track. ~
He was a1 salented pitcher und outfielder in the dizmond spart for four years. He helped the Indians ta a pair of
Ohio state loumament berths, including wirming the state Cluss A crown in fis freshman season when he bat-
ted 315 as leadolT hitler. Powhatan High faonched a track program in his sophomuee season. He was 1
OVAC 100-yard, 200-vard and ]c&?ﬁ- tbmi; cham&lém 2] ndl%mur_amd qualified for the state meet in the 100, He

an
c where

helds the schoof recordy in the 1 200 U:JR ong jump (19-3),

After his storied four-sport grcg career, he uceepted u football schofarship o West Virginia Universig
He wias an 1mgac1 plaer tn the defensive backficld as a theee-year starter. He was selecied to the (- Time
WV 1950-60 Epi tedrg. . N i i i

After garing his WYL diploma, he oggaé 1w remain In athletics in hig mative Ohio Velley. Snively cur his
coaching teeth ot Bellaire Hizh, Dudog bis sux-gcar stint with he Big Reds, he was o football wide to Jake
Olsavsky and served a3 bead hasketball and baschall coach for five years, He led Beliaire to a pair of section-
al crownis in hoops while gﬁ!mng i district tite (1974) and OVAC championshi (}7976) ta baseball. Suively
matricitlated to Shadyside High is head basketball coach for two years. His 1976-77 team won a district $itle
und OVAC crown. In 1hat season, he was nuned district coach of the year, Snively lefi Tigertown for River
High. where ke served s head football coach for 25 seasons. During that guarter of a century, his 1997 team
went 10-0 and won an OVAC title while his teams made the Ohio laﬁuﬂs in 1993 and 1997, mvelx coached
in the OVAC All-Star Game twice while also coaching the Ohio Nonhi-South Game in 1994, In . Snively
received the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Carl Hamill Awand,

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (Atletc - 15705)

John Filliez (Magnolia High Scheol, 1973). The first OVAC athlete to eam AlL-W. Va.
first team honors in football, basketbalt and baseball also sef an NCAA pass receiving
recort ot Marskall University,

Nicknamed “Fuzzy” because of his bushy red hair, the Blue Eagles® wide receiver-
defensive back led the Ohio Valley in pass receiving vands bis last two seasons and ended
bis career with 81 caiches for 1,434 yards and 16 teuchdowns in regular season play. In
his senior season, Magnoliz went 10-2 with a state Class AA yannerup finish to
Ravenswoud.

He tenmed with Magnolia’s nll-state quarterback Brian Book to lead the W. Va. All-
Stars 10 a victory over Ohio in the annual OVAC AI-Star game at Wheeling I1sland.

In basketbafl, the guard averaged 9 points a game and eamed all-state henors affer the Blue Eagles were
state “AA™ runncrup to Gary.

In baseball, the owthielder Batted 352 and completed his all-star tifecta with All-Valley, and afl-state
honors in three sports.

Recruited for featball by Marshall, West Vinginia, Yiginia Tech, Pitt und Penn State, the 5-1F, 175-pounder
signed early with W¥YU, but opted for Marsball where he led the Thundering Herd in pass receiving for four
straight years and set school records with 168 catches for 1,954 yurds and 14 TDs. His receprion total ranked,
at the Heme, eighth among afltime NCAA Division | receivers. Startiag four years, he set a then-NCAA second
by catching t::ses in 42 straight games. He broke the mark set by Heisiman Tminhy winner Johnny Rodgers
from Nebraska, Automobile bumper stickers supposting the police showed up af Herd games, whei: they had
a different meaning. They read: “I Love the Fuzz.” The tesm co-captain was a two-time All-America honor-
uble mentien cheice and a first team National Independent All-Star honoree.

Fillicz aiso was selected s the stawe Amatenr Athlete of the Year io 1976, In 1985, he was indocted into the
Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. Filticz ciurently resides in Deluware, Ohio.

Lance Mehl (athiete - 19705)

Lance Mehl (Beliaire High School, Class of 1976}, A three-sport team captuin for
the Big Reds, Meh] was also an All-Valley fotbalk Tinebacker and baseball first base-
maun a8 well as a center in baskelball.

He eamed All-Ohio football honors for cosch Jake Ofsavsky while serving as co-
captain of the 1975 team which went 9-1. He played in the Ohic North-Soath pame in
Colunbizs ood tumed in a sparkling defensive effort for the South all-stars.

Recruited by Penn State University for foctbalt, he was cited by coach Joe Paterne
and defensive coondinator Jerry Sandusky as “one of the best inside linebackess” ever
to play for ‘Linebacker U,

Mehl was the Jeading mekier for the unbeaten E978 Nistany Lion tesm which bowed
to Alabama, 14-7 in the Sugar Bow! and probably cost PSU fiom being deciared nationat chempion. In that
game, he Ted Lion defenders with 17 stops, including 11 unassisted tackles,

After thut junlor season, he was named the “Man of the Year” by the Upper Otio Valley Dapper Dan Club
and is one of only three college athletes to receive that honor,

The PSU defensive co-captain aiso led the Lions in tackles as a senior und emmed second team All-
America hooors by The Associated Press and United Press Intesnational,

Mehl was drafted in the NFL's third round by the New York Jets and played nine years before his carcer
was cut short with a recurring koee injury.

He was the Jets’ leading defender from 1982-86 before 4 koes injury, The Jets' defensive signal-caller
recorded 172 1o1al tackles {105 soles and 67 assists) in [984. In 1983, he intercepted seven passes and picked
off E3 career interceptions.

Mehl was selected to the Pro Bow] affer the 1985 season when he recorded 115 tackles, 43 assists and
1hree pass interceptions.

Afler his NFL career ended, he retimed 1o the Ghio Valley and resides in St. Clairsville.

Dee Davis (Athiete - 19805)

Dee Davis {Wheeling Park High School, Chass of 1981). The first OVAC girls” ath-
Tete to eam first ivam AW, Va. honors thiee times set Ohio Valley and state scoring
records which remuin on the books after a quarter of & century. Overzll, she set three
OV and three W, Vit, scosing standards,

Athree-year Wheeling Park standout, she scored a school record 1,854 points includ-
ing 716 for u 32.3 average as a scnior. She was named state “Player of the Year” und
captain of the Class AAA all-state team for the 1980 season. She scored a school-record
35 points vs, Weirton Madonna and set a state teumament Class AAA scoring record
which remains o the books after 27 years, She tallied 43 points v, Greenbricr East as
1 =ophomore in 1978, [n two state tourmament gumes that year, she scored 76 points
including 13 of 14 free throws.

Dhavis Jed Park to a state Class AAA runper-up spot as a senicr whea she also charted 104 steals, 71 assists
und B7 rebounds. After the seuson, she was MVE in the state North-South game where she scored 30 points.
She eaned All-America mention in Street & Smith’s and Converse maguzines,

At Park, Davis also starred a3 a pitcher-shortstop on the first varsity sofiball teams and eamed all-state
recognifien from the W, Va. Coaches Association.

She stgned a basketball scholarship to Tennessee Tech where she played for two seasans before finishing
her college carcer st West Virginia University. In her two scasons with the Mountaincers, she served as team
co-captain in §986 with Georgeann Wells, the first woman to dunk in a college basketball game. In Davis’
Jumior season, WVU reconded 1ty second-ever 20-win seuson with a 20-10 mark.

She also played baskethall with a U.5. Ali-Star team in England and scored 150 points for a 21 4 average.

Davis has completed her 13th year as head girls” basketball couch at her alma mater Park. She has guided
the Patrions ingo six stte touraments and wors back-fo-back Class AAA championships in 1998-99 and
becn;ne thef igrsl; fernale to win the all-sports “OVAC Coach of the Year” award. The Wheeling resideat also
cosches softball.

Brian Swisher (Ahlete - 19805)

Hrian Swisher {Sistersville High School, Class of 1982). The 5-7, 145-pound
dyname beeame the first three-time £irst team All-W. Vi, football honoree in Tyler
County as he led Sistersvilie High to back-to-back state Ciass A champienships in 1950
anuf "81.

Swisher led she Tigers to a 130 record in 1981 as he set an Ohio Valley and W. Va,
record for scoring by a lineman with 26 touchdowns (receiving, rushing, returms) and
156 points, He was runner-up for the Kennedy Award as state player of the year and
was accorded the Hunt Award as séate Lineman of the Year,

He set season and carcer pass receiving marks in the Ohie Valley and averaged 39.2
yaris on kickelT retares and 20.2 yards on punt retums. He alse was productive on end-around roshing plays.

Swishes, who set an OV record by catehing pusses in 36 consecutive games — every game he started. His
career regilar season totals were 126 receptions for 2,174 vards and 23 TDs.

He led the OV in regular season puss receiving yards for 1980 (681 yards on 47 catches) and 198§ (306
vards and 14 TDs on 53 receptions). As a sophomare, he landed 26 passes for 582 yurds.

Swisher was a three-time AL-OVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as all-West Virginis theee times.

1n the spring, he compeated {o track a3 o 100 acd 200-meter sprinter, Jony jumper and relay member. He
won eight individual medals in three state Class AA meets — a fiest in the 100 as a sophomore, six scconds
and a third, and was a member of a first place 4x100 relzy team. He tied a state meet AA 100-merer recond
with a 10.9-second mark in the 1961 uia.{;.

He signed a footbali scholarship with Marshail University and played four seasons, including three years
s 4 stasting wide recelver, He Janded 206 passes from £982-85 for 1,617 vards and 14 wouchdowns. He was
Marshalt's teading receiver in 1983 with 32 catches for 560 yards and throe scores. He also was o Hend track
spoTier,

Swisher currently resides iz Lewis Center, Ohio.
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Joey Galloway (Acilete - 19905)

Joey Gialloway (Bellnire High School, Class of 19%)). This Big Reds’ four-sports per-
furmer has excelled on the prep, collegiate and professional levels. \

mercury-heeled wide receiver was an Al-Ohin gridder for coach John Magistro

before a sparl irig carzer at Ohio State University. After his Scarlett & Gray days,

Galloway was a first ound draft pick by the Seattle Scahawks of the National Football

League,

&:l‘l?nway rewrote the Ohic Valley record books for pass receiving yards with 2,332 and
touchdown receptions with 27. He ended with t08 career catches, The 5-9 explosive game-
breaker helped lead the Big Reds to the OVAC 3-A foothe] title &is | nim(:a{bplgm an
intezral role in the 9-1 campaign, He landed 43 passes for 973 yards and [3 TDs that fall, .
ﬁ:iﬂ oway was a three-time AL-OVAC and AlE-Vadley honones and was named Af1-Obio second team in Division

a5 a senior.

In baskethall, he was just as dominating as a gﬂint guard, Galloway was a starter for thtee straight OVAC
championship teams for coach Gene Ammirante, He cartied AI-OVAC, Alt-Vatley and All-Chio honors,

‘The springtime saw Gatloway serve the Big Reds as an inficlder on the baseball dismond, but it was on the
oval where e made an even bigger impact. Gnﬁuway claimed the state Division I 100-meter and 200 state sprint
titles ay a senior.,

The Bellaire Bullet then took his amazing athietic skifls 10 Columbas, starring far John Cooper on the grid-
irun. He was honored as an All-Big Ten wide receiver as a junior —a scason in which h_lc_I%mbbcd 47 pagses for
Sd6 yardy, His career totuls at Obso State were 108 receptians for {894 yands and §9 Tls. Galloway finished
with 2,734 all-purpose yards and was the team’s co-captain in 1994. He was an All-Big Ten Academic honoree
in 1991, 1993 and 1994 while eamed the National Foosbalf Foundation Scholarship in 1994. He eamesd a degree
ins busness/marketing.

Galloway was the ciEhlh ovcmli‘rick in the 1994 NFL Draft. He played five seasons with the Seahawks, catch-
ing 283 passes for 4,437 yards and 37 TDs, In his best season in Ecaule, he collared 72 passes for 1549 yards
and 12 TDs. He left Seatzhe for the Dallas Cowboys and is pow a member of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
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Matt Gaudio (Athlete - 1990s)

Mant Gaudio {Brooke High Schoot, Class of [991). This fluid athlete dominated
the West Virginia prep hardwood as be was a four-year starter for the Bruins.

He concluded his sparkling Brooke career by being named the W. Va. “Player of
the Year” as well as the Gatorade state "Player of the Year™ in 1991. The 6-7 forward
paced Brooke to records of 19-4, 22-4, 16-7 and 18-7 for a four-year career mark of
75-22,

Gaudio was a two-time all-state Class AAA honoree and twice named 10 the ali-
state tournament team. He averaged 17.% points and 9.1 rebounds a3 a sophemore
and followed that up with a state Class AAA-best 24.8 scoring nosm as a junier while
averaging 11 rebounds,

Gaudio capped his superb prep career with a brilliant senior campaign. He averaged 24.3 points and
grahbed 13.4 rehounds to repeat as AIMOVAC, All-Vatley and All-W, Va, honors while being accorded
henorable mention All-America. He was the first Bruin to earn first tcam all-state in boys' basketball,
Gaudio surpassed the 1 £00 mark in carcer points {1.874) and career rebounds (1,£08), both Bruin records,

He opted to continue kis academic and athletic career at Penr State University, where he was plagued
by chronic back problems which required surgery. In spite of the medical woes. Gaudio endured to tum
in a solid coereer. During his redshirt sophomore season, he averaged 9.4 points and 4.7 rebounds a game
and was named recipient of the Loy Lamie Most Inspisational Player Award,

The following year, e served us studenr assistant coach while completing his liberal ants degroe with
an emphasis on architecture. He returned to play as a senior and was second on the (cam in scoring with
a 13.1 averaged while collected 6.4 sebounds a game dusing a 21-7 record season.

Cal Giffin ©ovac Family?

Cal Glffin (Beliaire High School, Class of 1947). One of the legendary figures
involved in the spont of high school track and cross country in the OVAC.

During his 17 years employed as a teacher and coach in the Beilaire City School
Distsict, Giffin was one of the founders and the ditector of the faed Bellaire Relays,
Buring its 32-year history, the Bellaire Relays attracted many of Ohio’s greatest athletes
to the Nelson Field. At 'one time, the Bellaire Relays was recognized as the second-
largest track event in the Buckeye State. His teams won five OVAC and district track
championships. During his reign, the Big Reds won 58 dusbiriasgular track mests. Also
while at Bellaire, he served as an assistant each i foothat] and haskethall.

Giffin’s time-consuming work and contributions 1o the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference included a term as president {§973-74) and commissiones of the foetball and basketbalt officials,
He directed many majot OVAé";ack micets nnd o honor his effonts, the league championships in toack and
field were renamed as the OYAC Cal Giffin Chassie, He was i member of the Eagtern District of the Ohio
Athletic Board, the Ohic High School Coaches Association, the (thio Foothall Coaches Assuciation and the
National Collegiate Track and Ficld Coaches Association. He was voted into the Obio State Track Coaches
Hall of Fame in 1972, Giffin was presented two awards of merit from the OHSAA and, foliewing his death in
1973, he was selected for a posthumous Alursai Achlevement Awand by West Liberty State College. Giflin
served the Eastern Ohio Coaches Association as president as well as being the state vice president for the Ohio
Association of Track Coaches.

Athlctically, Cal was a three-sport Jetterman (football, basketbail and track) at Bellaire High. He played en
the first Big Reds’ football team to win an OVAC championship (1946). He also played in the Ohio-West
Virginia All-Star Football Game in 81947, Giffin’s career also led him o the Mastss Ferry School District
where he was the supervisar of elementary end secondary education. From there, he became the principal of
Se. Clairsville High School and later served ns superinterdent of the St. Clairsville-Richland School Blistrict.
He received &is B A. in Education from West Liberty in 195§ and his Master of Arts Degree in school admin-
istration from WVU in 1967

Ron Mauck (ovAC ‘Fumily’)

High School, Cluss of 1958). Bducator, administrator, com-
mumity [eader. Mauc been director of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, one of the
fargest high school events of its kind in the entire covntry, sinee 1979. This highly-regard-
ed champlonship was renamed as the Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling Tournament in 2006.

A pupii of he late George Kovalick, an OVAC Hall of Famer and considered to be the
patriagreh of high school wrestler in the Ohio Valley, Mauck also established the confer-
ence's dual meet chamgilunslgp standings i 1971 and directed five W.Va. state tourns-
ments ot the Wheeling Civie Center (now WesBanco Azena). Thee times, he served asa
volunteer on the staff for NAEA and NCAA Division Il championships (hosted by West
Liberty State College) held in Wheeling. [n addition to &is duties with the conference mat
toumament, Mauck was a long-time member of the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All.
Star Football Classic. He was assistant game director and later served as gatme director {from 19493 through £998.

The Bridgepon High and West Liberty State Collepe graduste, who eamed his master’s in safety educatios,
begas his teaching and coaching career in 1963 at Follunshee High School where he started the school’s varsi-
ty wrestling Hn)gram and coached the schooi’s only individual state champion (Lou Daiy). While at Follansbee,
Mauck coached John Craig, a firsi-time wrestler as a senior in 1965 whe went on Io become an All-American
nt West Libetty and tater was one of the area’s outstamiing enaches before becoming an administrator. When the
consolidated Hrooke Hizh School opened in E968, Ron was named 1o coach Lhe wreslling team where he utored
the Brutns' first West Virgisia mar champ in Jim Suddob, Before retiring after a 3d-vear carcer in edupation,
Mauck served Brooke us director of the schools Driver's Education Department, Physical Plant Director,
Assistant Athletic Director and Atbletic Dirccior. In addition o having the OVAC Wrestling Toumunent
reniamed dnhis honor, Mauck alsn was presented the “Mr, Ma” Award in 1985, He was named the W. Va,
Weestling Coaches Man of the Year (19875 and received recognition awards from the Upper Ohio Valley
Bapper Dan Club (1985 and 1997 W, Va. Athletic Director of the Year (1995}, Mauck twice was sehecteil
Warwoud Lions Citizen of the Year, winner of the H.V. Corcoran. Sr. Awand (2001 and a member of the Brooke
County Wall of Fame (2006}, He is past president of the W. Va. Safety Association, the Beidgeport Alurasi and
Warwood lunior High Athletic Association.

Ron Mauck (Bn’dﬁ
riil

Boyd Nelson (Media)

Boyd Netson (Bellaire High School, Class of 1945}, Nelson spent 41 years as a
Elmmgm]phcr with The Times Leader in Martins Ferry, Fellow staffers and friends
ave cafled him a pioncer, a Jegend and, perhaps, the greatest poodwill ambassador
in the pewspaper’s history, His work behind the camen, acconding to many area high
school coaches, hels bring the sparts watld alive to the readers of The Tintes Leader.
Nelson, 2 guict, unassurning rman, ket his camera do his talking for him. No assign-
ment was oo big nor too menial for Nelsen, who bad the (ﬂauﬂunily Io take pictures
of seven U.5. presidents from Harry Truman though Ronald Reagan. Nelson chroni-
cled nearly every tajor haﬁpcnin ileoughout the Ohio Valley and  was a familiar
amd much-welcame face at high school, college and professional games and matches
from the start of his career in the [ate 19405 until his retirement in 1988, As was pointed out ot the time of
his death in 2K13, there wasn't a gymnasium, foathall fiekl er basehall diamond in The Times Leader's cov-
erage arca where Nelson dida't capture the exploits of athletes of all ages and abslities. Among the future
r{)%essinnal greats he covered included baseball hall of famers Phil Niekso and Bill Mazeroski; baskethall
all of famer John Havlicek, Joe Niekro, Tim Spencer, (Bympic wrestler and coach Bobby Douglas and
Allan Homyak, just a to mention a few.
Beyd's devotion ta his work also made him a role model and an inspiration e aspiring and seasoned pho-
togeaphers alike. Nelson siunned the limelight throughout his ife despite the wrgings of co-workers and
mirers to enter his pictures in statewide competition. As a result, he was hypussed jor many awards that
zasily would have come his way. However, United Press International began presenting awards to newspa.
1 antd magazine phetographers in the earty 1970s and the very first honoree was nore other thar Boyd
clson. When The Times Leader published a pictorizl history of Eastern Ohic in 1999, the book was dedi-
cated to Nelson, a difelong Belmont County resident. He began his career following n sting in the U.S. Navy.
He served a stint in the Philippines during World Wae I Afier semning home, Netson attended Ohin
University for a year, However, after being hired 05 2 summer intern by The Times Leader, be never returned
to college and made photography his fifetime profession.

Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (coaches)

Poul "Bud" Billiard (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1959y, Head coach at Brooke
liigh School for 23 seasens (1979-2001) where he compiled a record of 185 wins, 79
defeats and | tie. During this spen, Billiard's Bruins won three West Virginia Class
AAA state championships — 1985, 1987 and 1990. His 1987 and 'O powerhouses
recerded perfoet record seasuns and both were pationslly maokesd, The 1987 team fin-
ished 25t in the coustry while the 1990 squad ended wp in 236! place, In 1994, Brooke
als ended the campaign with 4 10-0 recont bt los? in the stase playolTs, Fifisen of bis
23 Bruin teams participated in the post-season playolls and seven made 1he state cham-

ioaship game. Also, Billinrd coached the green and gold to seven OVAC Class AAAA

ivision championships. He coached in iwo Rudy Mumley OVAC Cherity All-Star
Football games and in three West Virginia North-South Games. He was among the founding members and
past president of the Obio Valley Foothall Coaches Association for whom he also was chairman of the
gmup‘s annual awands dinner. He also assisted in organizing the OVECA's Clinics and Prospect Nights.

illiark’s Brooke coaching career afso included ei%]ht years as an assistant in foothall, two years as a wrestling
nssistant, six years as head wrestling coach and three years as head track coach. Prior to Brooke, be spent
four years as an assistant in football at Wheeling Centrat, two years as a volunteer assistant in wrestling and
three years as head track coach,

Whtle attending Wellsburg High School, he played four years of football and lettered three vears, serving
as team captain in 1958, He _pin ed baseball three vears, earing two letiers, Al West Libedty State College,
Billiard was a four-year varsicy ﬁ:ttcrman in footbalt playing wn both the offensive and defersive lines, After
his junior scason, he eamed first-team All-WVIAC lourcls.

Among his awards are; Ohio Valley, OVAC and West Virginia Coach of the Year; lépper Chin Valley
Bapper Dan Man of the Year; Cark Hamilt Coaching Award; Steubenville Moose Lodge Coach of the Year;
West Liberty State College Atbiketic Fatl of Fame; 2005 Ohio Valley Footbalt Coaches Hall of Pame inductes;
H.V. Carcorar Sr. Award for the Brooke football program bringing national atiention to the Ohio Valley: and
u 2005 secipient of the West Virginia Athletic Coaches Associgtion’s Retised Coaching Awand,

Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall {Coaches)

Richard “Lefty"Hall {Barnesvifle High School, Class of 1959). Hall was oge of
the most successful two-sport coaches (Bascbail/gelf) in GVAC histery, compiling a
whopping 1,116 victories over & 34-ycar span.

He began his baseball coaching career at Powhatan High School for a year before
faking the same post at 81, Clairsville High School. In his 33 vears with the Red
Devils (1962-2001), his teams amassed an cutstanding 515.320 recond.

With “Lefty” calling the shots from the dugout, St. Clairsville won seven OVAC
championships and made five Ohso High School Athletic Association regional tour-
nament appearances (1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1997). The Red Devils advanced
1o the state tournament “Final Four” in 1947, 8t. Clairsville alse won five Eastern Obio Baseball League
tilles under Hall’s guidance.

Hall a3 named OVAC Coach of the year in 1991 and received the same accolade from the Eastern
District three times, 1993, 1995 and 1997, He also served as one of the coaches in the Mizono Al-Star
Serics in 1997, A true baseball “juskie.” Hall was inducted into the Ohie High School Basehalt Coaches
Hail of Fame in £996 and wes named the Ohic Hasehall Hall of Fame *Man of the Yeas™ in 1999,

Hall coached six players who signed professional basebalk contracts, the list including Gerry Craft,
Gene Cattane, Ted Rose, Scott Barmhouse, Joe Stavik and Joe Dudek.

In golf, “Lefty” coached St. Clairsville for 27 yvears {1974-2000) , finishing with 2 601-123 record. He
kad three unbeater teams end also tatored three squads that advanced to the Ohio state tourmament, The
Red Devils also collected 14 OVAC golf championships,

Hall, a life-long resident of Bamesville, lettered in baseball and track while perfonning for the
Shameocks, He graduated from Ohio Unéversity,
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Warren Pugh (0fficiuls)

Warren “Noukie” Pugh (The Linsly School, Class of 1920). The Wheeling [sland
resident wha died in 1985 at the age of B1 served the coaching and officiating profession
vcr{y‘ well and piso was an outstaniing contribaior to his committee.

s an officiz}, Pugh served us a football und basketball referce Tor over 40 years. In
football, he worked in both high school znd college, including the West Virginia
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference and West Virginia University, Fitt and Penn Suate. A
Hasketball official for more than 40 years, Pugh officisted high schou! snd college con-
tests. In 1933 and 1934, e worked the entire West Virgioa siate high school basketbali
tournamient, his partners beir%ludge Pau] Camilietti the first year and Dink Wesifa!] the
secandwérw. Pugh and John Gou of Bluefield blew the whistle for all 11 games of the
fizst WVIAC tournament held in 1935 at Fainnont. Pugh served us president of both the
Ohio Valley Board of Football and Baskeiball Officials. He ulso was the referce of the famed Bellaine Rﬂﬁ‘s
for many years and was later named us the meet's honorury referee. He was also honored for his service by the
Shadyside Rilﬂ,{“ and ke West Virginia Secondary Schoot Activides Commission. Pugh condaeted ¢fBcials
clinics in several sports and wrote a newspaper series on officiating. Pugh ulso was o Hed Cross instructor in water
safety ind Jife-suving for ever 50 yeurs. In his youth, he was recognized oo a lri-state diving charnpion and was
known ko many ople in Wheeling for qivxngcuff the Suspension Bridge into the Ohio River, He perfonned
hiae fear for the frst time on Labor Day during the state fair held wher he was ateenager. He repeated that dive
on severul other occasions during his youth. He coached swinuning a1 bis alima mater The Linsly School for
nearly three decades, paiding the Cadets to 26 OVAC championships, including 25 in a row.

Pugh was ulse a tremendous athicte, especially as  footbali player. He attended Alderson-Broaddus Colleﬁ?
in Philippi for two years and played football before trnsferming to Davis & Elkins College where was & stelk
fuilhack and center for Hall of Fame Coach Com Henderson, Sihee elipibitity nides never mail{ existed in those
days, Pugh played fous gleurs ut D&E. His commuwnity service included I5 years a8 Wheeling's Recreation
Direcsor, twe terms a8 Ohio County Sheriff and six 85&;:9 43 a1 Ohio County Commissioner. Pugh was induct-
ed fnto she West Virginia § Hall of Fame (1980}, the Ohia Valley Dapgier Dan Hall of Fame (1984) and
now the Ohio Vailey Athletnc Conference Hall of Fame,

Bob Gain (Athlete - 19405)

Buob Gair (Weir High School, Class of 1947).  An all-time great on the high school,
college and professional Jevels, he staried Bis football cureer for the Red Riders und
twice carned first feam AlI-OVAC honors as a lineman and was honored on the 1946 All-
W .Va, selections.

In 1969, he was selecied as a “Modern Era' defensive tackle oo an All-Time Chio
Valley football team selecied by The Intelligencer newspaper. In 2003, he was honored
on an All-Time W.Va. high school team selected by The Falmoat Times newspaper.

At Weir High, he was the fargest all-state honoree at 6-2, 210-pounds and was a two-
wry tackic a3 well as bandling pumiag and kickeff duties, His lne coach Carl Hamill
never singled out his best Red Rider football product but always started his list with Gain, a four-year starter
and his most honored protégé.

Guin is regaried as the greatest fineman in University of Kentucky, where he was a three-time All-
Sout 1 Cenference b and a two-tlme first weam All-America choice in 194% and 1550, As a sen-
ior, he won the Quland Teophy 25 the nation’s outstanding linemar, the first from the SEC su honored, and
cne of only two from the Ohio Valiey. The other Outland Trophy honoree was the University of lowa’s Calvin
Jones fromt Sievbenville High, Playing for the Jegendary Paud “Bear™ Bryant at Kentucky, the Wildcats were
33-10-2 in Gain's four sessons und he wus co-captain of the 10-1 record team that spset national champion
Oklahoma in the 195] Sugar Bowl. Guin was the No. 5 cholce — the highest ever for un OVAC athlete — in
the first rousd of the 1951 NFL Draft by the Green Hay Packers. However, be opted for Ottawa in the CFL
Before starsing o §2-year NFL career with the Cleveland Browns. The five-time Pro Bowler was a starter on
three NFL champicnship scums vnder legendary coach Paui Brown In 1434, 1935 and 1964,

The Cleveland area resident hus been inducted into seven Halls of Fame — College Football, West Virginia
Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Univessity of Kentucky, Cleveland and Akson Halls and Cleveland
Browns' {egends Hali,

Phil Niekro (Atnete - 19505)

Phil Nigkro (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1937). The Baseball Ha!l of Famer got
his athletic start with the Bulldogs where he was a three-sport performer., Besides base-
hall, he was a footbalt end and basketball forward andt u leammate of fellow OVAC Hall
of Famer John Havlicek.

Nicknamed “Knucksie” because of his staple pitch, the imuckleball, which be leamed
from his father, Niekro was 1 four-year Bulldog pitcher with a £7-1 carcer secord, His
only loss was 1-0 to Tehonsville in 1934, his freshman year, when fellow Baseball and
OVAC Hall of Pamer Bill Mazeroski hit the gume-winning home run, The 1955 Bulldog
tearn shared the East Ohio League title with Mastins Ferry. In a 9-4 Ghio sectional tour-
nament win over St. John's, Nieckro won the game in relief and belted o two-run single. Bridgepors, however,
wis haited in the finals by Shadyside, u teum twice defeated by the Bulldogs. In 1956, Niekro and the Bulldogs
defeated Steubenville Central, 7-1, in the Class A district tournament after sectional wins ever Barnesville and
St. Clairsville. Bridgeport bewed 1o East Liverpool in the district fisals, As a senior, Nickro sossed a four-hit-
ter and struck ot 10 in a 4-2 win over Stenbenville Central for the OVAC Ohio-side title. He carlier hurled an
§-2 win over East Liverpool in the Cluss AA district semifinals, Unbeaien Steubenvifle Central halied
Bridgeport, 6-1 in the finals,

Niekra, who ulso played for the Bridgepon Leglon team and Blzine in the summer Twilight League, was
sigred by the Milwaukee Braves for a $300 bonus ut a 1958 tryout camp in Bellaire.

In 1964, he started a 24-year major league career withs the Braves, New York Yankees, Cleveland Indians
and Toronte Blue Jays. He bad a 318-274 carcer record while sppearing In 864 gawnes and striking out 3,342
baiters, eighth on the all-time charts. He burled o no-hitter and won five Gold Gloves und was named o five
All-Star teiams, The Braves honored him by erecting a brorze state in front of their home stadium and, in
1997, b was inducied into the Baseball Hail of Fame. He resides in the Atlantz area,

Lee Patrone (Athlete - 1950s)

Lee Patrane {Bellaine High Schwol, Class of 1956}, For 50 years, Patrone was the all-
time leading carcer scorer in Big Reds’ kistory with 842 points in three scasons. He Jed
Bellaire High to three straight sectionad titles with won-lost marks of {8-4, 20-3 and 19-
4 while averaging 23.5, 26.7 and 32.9 pormus per game each season, His 37,1 polnt carser
average remains a schoof recond,

The two-iime first team AU-OVAC honoree, and ag All-Ghio first team hovoree by
The Associated Press as a senior, he was a scoring machine with 57 career games over
20 potnts, including ali 23 as a senior, and be had 28 straight games in which he scored
at least 2 points.

He tallied 34 points twice in o game in 1936, including his final game while playing with an injured led
against Marting Femy i 1he distet tournament title gare. Ferry prevailed, 91-87, while surviving a limping
Patrone’s heroies, Earlier, against a Bridgeport tewm featuring Basketball and OVAC Hall of Famer Iohn
Havlicek, be converted 25 geals, His 259 goals in o season renaing 8 school standard.

After u brief stay at Ohio State, the stocky 6-0 guard enrplied at West Virginia Universify in 1957 and fed
the 1958 freshman team in scoring with a 20-point nomm, A member of 1he £959 NCAA runner-up tear ted by
All-Aserican Jerry West, e was second o West in $960 team scoring with 2 4.2 per game norm and was
pamed [0 three afl-tovmament reams: NCAA regional, Southern Conference and University of Kentucky. A
Virginia sportswriter described him as “goud enough to be cocky and cocky enoogh to be good.”

As a senior, he was o thind team Alf-America honoree by Helms Foundation. He eaded his career with 1,628
points — then seventh best in WV history.

Afier graduation, he 1aught and coached five seasons at Winiersvitle High School where his first 8969 tcam
wenl 44 and 1972 tesm was 164, After rethriag, be relocuted 0 his current home in Florida.

Bob Hummel (Atblete - 1960s)

Bob Hummeil {Moundsyille High School, Class of 1966). This 6 ft. 3 guard was a
scoring muchine for Moundsvitle High Schuol before taking his vast hoop talents to West
Virginia University.

Hummell finistied his stellar four-year prep career with 1941 peints, good for a 22.6
per game averuge. That average still ranks sixth among Class AAA pluyers in the stite.

Hiy sepior vear was one for the record books ut the Marshadl County school. He poured
in 897 poims In 25 games for a 35.9 syverage, which is tied for the highest average in
Class AAA archives,

Moreaver, his scoring antics translated into team success a5 Monndsville finished as
state runnenup in Class AAA, the schoot’s first state final since 1920. Hummell torched
Richwood for 45 markers iz the state sernifinal game, He established the Moundsville single-game scoring
mark with 53 points in & win against Follansbee. Hummell was chosen us the West Virginia “Player of the Year™
by the Morguntown Touchdawn Club while atso being named captain of the Class AAA nil-siate team, ofi-
OVAC and Scholastic Coach All-America. He also was a top-notch baseball player for Moundsville, eaming
second-team uld-state honors ss a plicher.

Following his glorions siny at Moundsville, Humme!l joined the WV hoop squad and he wasted po time in
muking his presence felt. Hummell led the WV frosh team in scoring with a 24.2 uverage, including a 45 -
point outhurst against Maryland and 41 against Duguesnse, In those days, freshman were ineligible by NCAA
rules from playing oa the varsity level.

He wentonto averuge 2.9, £S5 and 14 ﬂ[l}v‘ginw a gume the following three seasons, all of which he served
the Mountaineers as a starter. Humemel] was the teum’s captain hi senier season.

Hummell sotaled 1,137 points in his WVU career, placing him seventh in school annals at the time his career
ended in 1970, he was an adept free throw shooter, hitting at an 9.7 c]ia/fnr his carcer. Hummet] - who had
14 games of 20 or more points — was selected te the 1966-75 all-time WV hoop team.

Harry Wilson (athfete - 1960s)

Harry Wilson (Steubenville High School, Class of 1963). This former Big Red star
ranks wilh the elite running backs in OVAC history,

His gridicen carger st Steubeaville was nothing short of spectacular. His ability s
cany ihe footbudl took him to a starring role at the University of Nebraska and a short
stint with the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles.

The 5 ft. 11, §90-povnder was also a safery and kick returner for Big Red, but
tushing the football is what Wilsor did best.

He corried the Big Red to u 9-1 mark his senior season, & campuign in which the
Jeffersun County charges pocketed a prized 14-8 win over heralded MussiBlon, Wilson -
paced the Ohio Valley in both rushing yands and scoring with 1,736 infantry stripes and 23 touchdowns. The
former stundard is o modern day school reeond fur & 10-game campaign.

His achievements gamered bim Ohio “Back of the Year™ designation by both the AP and UPI i1 Clasy AA,
which was the lurgest class back then. He was nawed first team all-Oliio and u Scholastic Coach All-American,
Wilson was nlmost as deminating his junior year. The “Steubenville Stomper™ rushed for 1,586 yards und
scored 28 souchdowns and 168 points in 19 games. He was selected first tearn all-Ohio by AP us n safery while
alsa earning all-OVAC and all-Valley laurels.

Wilson — who was also nicknamed “Lighthorse”— cnjoyed a spurkling carcer o5 Nebrasku, He led the
Cormhuskers in sushing kis junior and senior seasons, finishing his career with 1,702 yards und 2 stellar 50 per
CAITY UVETAgE.

He was numed unsnimous all-Big Eight as a senior and honorable meation All-America by UPLL He has the
distinction of playing in three major bowl games -—Cotton, Orange and Sugar.

After his playing days in Lincoln, Wilson was selected in the thind round of the 1967 NFL draft by the
Eagles. He spent three years with the team us a backup running back and kick retumer.

Ed Burgy (Atulete - 1970s)

Ed Burgy {Bellaire High School, Class of 1971), This former Big Reds’ star remains
the measuring for prep baschali greataess in the Ohio Valley.

While alse starfing in feolbal} and basketball at the Guemsey Street school, Burgy
distingnished hkimself as argnably the preimier prep baseball payer in OVAC annais.

ile his baseball statistics are staggering, he accomplished them in just three seasons

#3 Beflaire High did not start a buseball prograre until Burgy's sophomore season.
Known for his overpowering [;Iiu:hing prowess, Buggy wag alse i tremendous shnnstox
and powerful hitter.” Burgy etched his named in Bellaire High, Ohio Valley and OHSA.
record books. The three-year All-Valley first-team henoree completed his prep career
with 2 205 record, still the most wins ever by a Big Reds’ pitcher. He owns the carper
strikeout mark with 320 (in g‘usi 175 inmnﬁ;s) und the single-scason strikeout standard of 7
128. While possessing nearly-unhittable heat, he also oWned great control, The talented rl&ht—hander walked
just 31 baiters in his career and went eight straight games without issuing a base on balis. He carved out state
records with a minuscule §.13 ERA for a seasen and an 0.63 ERA for a career. His third OHSAA record was
for hurling 16 shutouts. Burgy alse set an Ohio Vallcy mark with 23 strikeouts in o 10-insing no-hitter
versus River, He was also a deadly bitter. Burgy owns ellaire High reconls for bils in a game (6%, triples in
a season (8) and career tiples (12).

Burgy also was a stellar, four-year football performer for couches Rudy Sharkey and Juke Olsavsky, He was
a s]ash;zi% running back unti his senior season. Olsavsky opied to switch Burgy te quarterback, i move that paid
big dividends, Burgy helped guide the Reds to an 8-1-1 season, losing only to Mareuta {(12-0) while tying
W%n;crsville 0-0). He was joined in the backField hy Ron Leg, who went on to fume with WYL and the
Haltimore Colts. Burgy was a multi-talented hoopster. Starting for three seasons, he povred in §.197 poims, a
total ikiat stil] sanks seventh on the all-time school scoring card. it was second only e legendary 1ee Patrone
when Burzy Bung up the Big Red sneakers, He wus o first-team Al-Valley Big Schivol hosore his sophomore
aig junicr seasons. He exploded in his senior campaign for a 21.2 per game average.

Burg&wps_n sixth-round draft cheice of the New York Mets and spent mmayemz in the Mets’ farmi system,
gi(:}s] in Visginin followed by a stop in Pompano (Fla.) end Memphis. He had 13 wins in cne season and Japned

in one game,

Bruce Smith (Atkiete - 19705)

Hruee Smith (Manting Ferry High Scheol, Class of 1976). He is 2t the top of the list
when it comes to distance sunning us a four-time Ohio state champior whe set countless
meet, valley and scheol recorls along the way.

Tr cross country, Smith was o theoe-time AB-Ohioan (1973, °74 and '75), capturing
first place at the state meet in both kis junior (9:43.0) and senior (9:33.4) seasons after
placing seventh (10:05.0) s a sophomore, His time in 1973 was the state record at the
time.

As both & junior and senior, he alse finished first in the sections), distriet, OVAC mnd
Belmont County miets and [inished wndefeated both years, As o sophiorore, e was
seeond in the sectional, district and county meet and third irs the OVAC.

He waus a three-time All-Eastern District and A$l-Valley bonoree in cross country os well,

Tn track, Stnith eamed All-Ohio status two times (1975, '76), winning the state championship in the two-
mile run both years. He posted a time of 9:11.1 a3 a senlor after winning in 2:31.1 08 & junior. He slso placed
seventh ai the state cvent as a sophomore (9:3%.9).

He finished first in the sectionsd and disdet seets all three years, winning the county cveat twice aml
finishing us runnerup once. In OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one-mife sun and finished third in the 830~
vird rus 48 a senior; and captured (he two-mile run as both o sophomore and junior.

Sroith pamered All-Bastern District and All-Valley laurels three times in track.

In the two sports at Marting Ferry, Smith was pant of four undefrated teams, three sectional and districs
champlonship teams, one OVAC championship team and thres OVAC runner-up tesms.

Srtith was also a long-sime competitor in most area road vaces, including several yeurs as the top local
runner in 1he Elby’s Distance Race {now the Ogden 20K Classic),
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Wendy Baker (Athlete - 19805)

Wendy Baker (East Liverpoel High Schoof, Class of 1989}, A two-sport standout for
the Lady Potters, excelling in both hasketball and softball.

On the court, she was a four-year varsity performer, becoming as the first playes in
schoo] history to exceed 1000 carcer peints, finishing with 1,127 wilics, As a senior,
she avesaged 21.5 points per game. Baker also excelled defensively, posting 291 carser
steals including 135 as a senior.

As  asenior, she was 2 second team all-Ohio Division I sclection who was sclected
to play in the McDonald's All-Star Classic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class
4-A, District 3, Division 1 and All-Columbiana County “Player of the Year”, She was
nlso an AIOVAC ond All-Eastern District first team choice as a junior and an ail-District honorable
mention pick as a sophomore.

On the diamond, Baker’s career pitching numbers included 49 victories and 226 strikeouts and 400-plus
batting average. Her senior season numbers included a lofty 477 average along with some impressive
pitching numbers — 19 victories, 117 strikeouts and a (.54 ER.A. She batted 483 as a junior with 32 RBI
arcd had 109 pitching wins, registering 109 strikeouts and a 1.77 ERA. As a suphomore, she hit 422,

Raker's sofiball afl-star honors included two-lime All-Chio (first tears as a senior, second team as a
funiory; and two-time AILOVAC Class 4-A.

She sttended Wheeling College and played basketball for two seasons, scoring 882 points and posting 182
steals during that time, She gained first team AN-West Virginiz Intercolleginte Athletic Conference henors as
sophomeors after gaining honorable mention as a freshman.

Dennis Swearingen (Arntete - 1980s)

Denniy Swearingen (Mastins Femry High School, Class of 1482). He eamed 14
varsity leiters in four sports, making his biggest marks in footbafl and basketball.

n football, he was a three-year letterman an stating quarterback/defensive back,
mma:z.t;m‘r_.'iy 616 yards passing and 890 yards rushing while leading the Purple Riders
to a comnbined 21-% fecord, including o spotless 10-0 mark in his sophomore season,
Fcrr{l's first perfect record in 24 years. On defense, ke was credited with 125 tackles
and had 17 pass interceptions. He was o swo-time first teamn AP All-Ohio Class AA
defensive back, earning second team alb-star bonors from UPE both years as well. He
also gamnered first team AN-OVAC Class AAA, All-Eastern Diistrict Class AA and AlL-
Valley honots twice. Following his scnior scason, Swearingen was named a
Ccmcz'maéy Preg All-American, af Upper Ohio Vailey Dapper Dan Club special honoree and participated in
the OVAC Charity Afl-Star Football Game.

In Basketball, Swearingen was a three-vear stanter and E000-point career scorer and he was a key mem-
ber of Ferry's squad which pusted a 20-3 recond and advanced to the Obio Class AA regional fizals in Athens
in 1982. Scoring 14.7 points pes game a3 4 sentior, he wag named ficst seam AIE-OVAC Class AAA (captain),
All-District [2 and All-Vailey es well as second team All-Eastern District Class AA. He played in both the
OVAC and District 12 All-Star Games. As a f'nnilrr. Swearingen averaged 18.9 points per patne and was
mamsed first seam AN-OVAC Class AAA and All-District 12, second team: All-Eastern District Class AA and
third team All-Valley.

Swearingen also was o throe-year letterman in baseball, earning AI-OVAC Class AAA honors twice. He
also lettered in track a3 a senior.

_ Swearingen went on 1o a stellar ﬁ.mr—gm footbalf career at Ohio University, geaduating in 1986 and ‘msi~
tioning himself in the top five on the Bobcats® all-time passing list in 10 categories (through 2005}, He is
second in pass attempts in a game (57) and scason (383); thind in pass cum?lctmns for o gume {315 and sea-
son (193) as wels as ses for 2 season (13); fourth in vands passing lor & game {335), scasen {2.056)
and Caﬁcr( 33%2';) as well as pass attempts (569) and compictions (312) fGr a carcer; and Gt in carcer pass-
Eng yards (3,267,

Jeff Snedegar (Athlete - 1990s)

Jefl Snedegar  (Buckeye Tril High Schoof, Class of 1985). He put up lu{lg
numbers during his four-yesr gridiren carcer, culminating i his selection as the A
Ali-Ohio Division V Offensive Player of the Year und finishing as runger-up in the
voting for Ohio’s “Mr. Foutbali™ award following his senior scason.

A6t 3, 240.pound four-year felterman at quarterback and linehacker for the
Warrtors, he sacked up 7,000 yards offensively und registered 673 tackles on defense.
He also eamed second team }dl-ﬂhin following his su?:}mmore und junior years and
was n three-time All-Eastern District and AlMOVAC selection.

As a senior, he led Traid (o its fiest and only OHSAA playoff sppearance (the
Warriors finished with an £1-2 overall recond, winnizg two games before losing in the
Bivision V state semifinals to Weltsvilie), That year, he passed for what was then a school recond §,769 yards
while rushing for 1,621 yards for a combined total of 3,390 vards. He pasticipated in 212 defensive stops as
 senjor,

Seedepat was also a three-vear letterman in basketbalt (he didn’t play as a juntar}, finishing fourth on
Trail's all-time scoring list with 834 poiats and third in carcer rebounding with 56), He averaged 16.1
puints per game a8 a senjor, earning special mention AP All-Ghio as well as first team All-Eastern Pistrict
and Al-OVAC,

The 200} Buckeye Trail Hall of Fame inductee went on Lo a stellar career af the University of Kentucky
(19496-99), cuming four letters as an outside linebacker. As a freshman, be hod 42 tackles. started thiee games
and was pamed the oulstan&inr;g!ﬂ)ccial teams’ player and he followed that up with 97 tackles as s sopho-
mmorg, Spedegar had 63 tackies and four sacks as a junior, helping Kentucky to an Outhack Bow] berth where
he recorded 11 1ackles in aloss to Peng State University. In his final year al UK, he had 84 tackes, four sacks
and twe intereeptions, earting bim defensive MVI honors. He was selected to the All-Southeast Conference
squad and was samed to the All-Amerigan Farm Football Teams by Successful Farming Magazine.

Snedegar was signed by the Miami Dolphins of the NFL in 2600 a5 an undrafted free agent,

Bill West (Athlete - 1990s)

Billy West  (Buckeye Local High Schoel. Class of 1993). He made his biggest
fmpact on the foctball fisld, 2aming All-Ohio honors three times, including twice ns a
first warn sekection,

West nletr way 0 thres-time A-OVAC sefection (1990, 91 and *92) 2nd a three-time
All-Eastern Distct pick {fiest team in "2 ami ‘92, second team in "90). He also par-
ticipatesd in e Ricly Mumiey/OVAC Charity Alt-Star Football Classic following his
SERIOT Seas0n,

Alter starsing s o freshman at Buckeye Noerth, where he rushed for 980 yards despite
missing two-plus games due so injury, he put up some wltra-impressive nembers at the
newly-consofidated Buckeye Local High School.

He finished with what still stands as a school-record 4,658 yards, including a single-scason effort of 1,846
yards as a serdor. He aiso had 1,719 yards as a junior and [ 93 as a sophomere. He also owns six of the top
seven individual game ushing record at Buckeye Eocal, headed by a whopping 335-yard game against
Martins Ferry in 1991 (second ali-time).

West scored 352 points on the gridiron, incloding 152 in his final season.

During his three years with the Panthers, the team compiled a 28-4 combined record (9-2 in 990,181 in
E991 and U-1 in 1992), making the playoffs twice and narrowly missing on a thind.

‘West also lettered three years in track and two in basketbail for the Panthers.

He was a four-year fettermman at the University of Pittsburgh, stanting for three years and caming All-Big
East “Offensive Player of the Year™ hooors as a sophomore {1994) after replacing Al-American tailback
Curtis Martin in game two and rusking for 1,358 yards, fifth on the alf-time single-season rushing list. A
Panther tri-captain as a seaior, West finished as the school’s fourth all-time leading rusher with 2,803 yards.

OVAC Museum

Seeks Memorabilia

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation’s
largest high school conference with 46 member
schools, has established an OVAC Museum to display
memorabilia from its member schools — past and
present — and is currently seeking additional display
items. Each school will have a display case for its
trophies, photographs and other items to showcase its

athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC

-office at 740-671-3269.

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse of WesBanco Arena
before you leave tonight’s OVAC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.
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OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2005

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2005 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Matt Mumiey (nccepting for
the late Rudy Mumley)}, Agnes Timmons, Doug
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late
George Strager), Bob Burton and John
‘Corky’ Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi,
Mary Kay Zitzelsherger (accepting for the late
Walter Heil}, Mary Schuetz (accepting for the
late Alex Groza, June Paull (accepting for
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood
and Terry Snively, Third row, John ‘Fuzzy’
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher,
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2004

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2004 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Nancy Mumley {accepting for
the late Samuel A. Mumley), Gladys Van -
Horne (accepting for the late Bill Van Horne,
Betty Pokas, accepting for the late Cal Pokas,
Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting for the late
Richard L. Potts), and Martha Reese (accept-
ing for the late Evan Reese). Second row, Jim
Murray (accepting for the late A. Wilson
Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, Bill
Mazeroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for
Bobby Douglas), Alon Hornyak and Rayna
Williams (accepting for the late Ron ‘Fritz’
Williams), Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes,
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2006

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2006 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent-
ing Cal Giffin}, Ron Maunck, Mike D’Innocente
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard ‘Lefty’
Hall, Paul ‘Bud’ Billinrd and Dave Pugh (rep-
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob
Gain, Phil Niekro, John Magistro (represent-
ing Lee Patrone}, Bob Hummell and Harry
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith,
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West.
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V. Everett Clarence ‘Bevo’ Lou ‘The Toe’ Clarke Calvin
Brinkman Francis Groza Hinkle Jones

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

V. Everett Brinkman (wheeling High School, Class of 1923)

One of only three13-letter winners in football, basketball, baseball and track st Wheeling High, he was an all-state football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game
as a freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-letter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College before retuming to the Ohio Valley to eam his mark in coaching.

A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-35 to o combined 405-193 record. At
Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five state titles in seven trips to the finals. The 1938 and 1950 tzams were unbeaten. Other state (itles were won in 1936, 1940
and 1943. The "40 and "43 teams lost but once,

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years — six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-94 at Union. Four of
his gridiren teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playoff em: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. The '34 team wans
unbeaten but twice tied.

He also was a top-flight football official for severnl years and active in state coaches and officials’ organizations.

Brinkman enrier was elected to four Halls of Fame — West Virginia Sports, Upper Chio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports.

Clarence ‘Bevo’ Francis (wWellsville High School, Class of 1952)

A recond-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines and
mnjor newspapers, Two books were written on his career,

The 6-9, 190-pounder played only one season ot Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from Lrondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games
with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up
Steubenville and handed W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses.

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for nationa record 50.1 per
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 46.5 points and scored 113 vs, Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium.

The NAIA Hall of Famers left school to join the Bostan Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the Eastern and ABL pro leagues before
retiring in 1962,

Lou ‘The Toe’ Groza Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942)
The Purple Rider lominary is best known as a record-seiting professjonal football placekicker, but he was much more.

In high school, he was a three-sport standout and All-Ohio in foatball and basketball. He was center, and the state tournament’s leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider
tenm which won the 1941 state Class A title. He also was a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football tenm which claimed an Ohio co-championship after a 14-14 tie with
Toledo Libbey in o post-season challenge game. Groza, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school.

He played football as o freshman st Ohio State before jolning the armed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967,

When he retired, he was pro football's all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had
canversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Groza Award is given annually to college foothall’s top placekicker,

A nine-time Pro Bow! offensive tackle, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams.

The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Famer had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry.

Clarke Hinkle (Toronio High School, Class of 1926)

This versatile early er football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor.

The 5-11, 195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducied into the first Hall of Fame class, and in the National Football
League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also o member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the Upper
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans.

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 nnd later his team to an unbeaten scason in 1931, He then played in the East-West Game
where he was selecled the Most Cutstanding Player.

From 193241, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile players in the National Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and
was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling.

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way teamn selected in 1994, One of the Packer
practice fields is named in his honor.

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totals now rnk sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career points
and avernged 40.8 yards punting.

Calvin JOIIES (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952)

This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best known for football.

At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball teamn to o school-best 28-1 record and Chio Class A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville
tearn its only two losses.

In football, the All-Chio lineman selected the University of Iown over Ohio State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America
teams ai guard, including a record 15 in 1954, As team capinin, he eamed the Outland Trophy given (o the nation’s top inleror lineman and became one of only two
consensus All-America picks ot fowa, where he played both offense and defense.

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halis of Fame, he was inducted into the first Jowa Hall of Fame class and is o member of the
All-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only two at the school.

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Illustrated.
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#: LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2006

Bernie Russ Carl Bernie Jule
Allen Craft Hamill Mehen Rivlin

. Legends of OVAC member schools honors thase great athletes who played.or coachied in the:Qhio Yalley ~ " "
rior '_rhgfarman‘_bn‘ of the:conference in 1943 or who played or coached after-that date but before L

their school became a member of the conference. ] R

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1957)

A 10-letter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was a quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; o regular basketball player on teum which upset
unbeaten Steubenville in the sectionnl tournament; and an all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Chio Ali-Star Baseball Game and was on winning Chio football
team in annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Stor Game.

At Purdue University, he eamed six letters as football quarterback and baseball shortstop and was tenm MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball.

Allen eamed National Football Beck of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports lustrated for ploy in upset of Chio State. He was Purdue's Outstanding
Senior Athlete for 1960-61.

Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesotn Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues ot Charlotte, N.C., he went on to a 12-year major
league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. In 1962, he was munner-up to the Yankees” Tom Tresh for the
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home rons in 1962, In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, N.Y.

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall ef
Fame, He's also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame.

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1939)

He was n three-sport performer in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley and All-State honors a5 a senior football back.

Craft played football, baseball and ran track ot the University of Alabama, where he was d two-way back regnlar in football and eamed second team All-Southeastern
Conference honors.

Drafied in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returer und wis selected to the
All-Time Eagles’ Team. He played on Eagles’ teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947, He was named to the Pro Bowl in 1851 and
1952. He is Ged for the coment NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950, He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extro-point kicks
in 1952 game and retumed o kickoff for 8 ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1930,

Craft is credited as the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two seasons as 1 player-nssistant coach with the
Stezlers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films® presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yord TD retum,
of o pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Famer Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams.

Craft is inducted into the W, Va, Sports Hull of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall.

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922)
Alegendary nthlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-sport standout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player, he also scored
an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a rare wtal in the center jump, low-scoring erm.

From 1929-51, he was the three-Eport coach at Weir High. His foothall teams scheduled top-notch programs from thiee states and went 166-35-13 including a 111-10
mark vs. Moumnitain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1933, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders
won the first-ever WVSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed o state title trifecta. Later that school year, he coached the 1950 baseball team
10 its second stote one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketball team lost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia “Coach of the Year™ for high school and college all sports.

In basketball, he guided Weir to a 370-127 record and six state toumament berths, Weir was ranner-up in 1942.

Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio
Valley Football Coaches Hail. The annua! Dapper Dan coaching awnrd is nomed for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor.

Bernie Mehen (Whecling High School, Cluss of 1938) '

The first Ohio Valley athlete (o be selected first team all-state baskeiball three straight years, he led the Wildcats to ' W. Vo, state titles in 1936 and 1938 including 2 24-0
record in 1938,

During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 63-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 career
games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era.

He later eamed All-America and All-Southeastem Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference
championship. After serving in World War Ii, where he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps.

He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1952,

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphin High School, Class of 1935)

He was an all-siate basketball guard in high school whers he led the Triods to a 20-1 record in 1934, He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track
meet where be won three gold medals, He timed 102 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards and was n member of the medley relay winning unit.

At Marshall College, he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Little All-America honors
while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles, He later coached the Marshall basketball team 10 two
Mid America Conference titles.

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52.

In 1947, he was the Mast Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation’s best pro teams including the Hardem Globetrotters,

He was a 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Marshall and Upper Chio
Valley Dapper Dan,
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