




BOB ROBINSON 
CADILLAC 

16th Street• Downtown Wheeling• 233-8000 

Saluting Excellence in the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

------------------------------r------------------------------

t ii ~?~~"~~~~~~-~ CADILLAC 

$100 Donation 
Purchase your next vehicle from Bob Robinson's and 
we will donate $100 back to the O.VA.C. Must present 
this coupon at time of purchase. 

!ii~?~~~~~~~-~ CADILLAC 

$5 Donation 
Purchase a Lube, Oil and FIiter Change at Bob 
Robinson's and we will Donate $5 to the O.V.A.C. 
Must present this coupon at time of service. 

For information on the OVAC Hall of Fame, or how to nominate a person into 
the Hall of Fame, contact the OVAC office at 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, 
OH 43906 or call 740-671-3269. 





Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee include, front row left to right, Ron Mauck, Nick Bedway, Doug Huff 
and Robert ''Bubha" Kapral. In back are Tom Ratalczak, Dick Wolf, Jeff Harrison and Tom Tisher. Not pictured, 
Kelly Rine and Jay Kiger. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Committee 

Nick Bedway ............ Retired Sports Editor, News-Registerrrhe Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Jeff Harrison .................. Associate Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 

Doug Huff ........................................ Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Robert "Bubba" Kapral ................ Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 

Jay Kiger ................................................ Athletic Director, East Liverpool High School 

Ron Mauck .................................. Ron Mauck/OVAC Wrestling Championship Director 

Tom Tisher ................................................................ Athletic Director, River High School 

Thomas E. Rataiczak ........................................................ OVAC Executive Secretary 

Kelly Rine ......................................... ......... Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 

Dick Wolf ........ Former East Liverpool City Schools Board Member, OVAC Supporter 
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The 2006-2007 OVAC Executive Board. Row 1: George Kohells, Ohio Board Member; Dan Doyle, Ohio Board Member; 
Marty Hudek, Past President; Jerry Narclsl, President; Dianna Vargo, Vice-President; Tim Haught, West Virginia Board 
Member; Dave Takach, West Virginia Board Member. Row 2: Thomas E. Rataiczak, Executive Secretary; Bob Koch, Class 
A Representative; Ed Clhy, Class AA Representative; Kelly Rine, Class AAA Representative; Blair Closser, Class AAAA 
Representative; Nancy K. Mumley, Treasurer. Row 3: Don Zinni, Football Commissioner; John Howell, Basketball 
Commissioner; Tom Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; Steve Wojcik, Baseball Commissioner. Not pictured, Jeff Crosier, 
Ohio Board Member. 



Bridgeport 
High School 

Congratulates 

Ron Mauck 
Class of 1958 

Past president of The Bridgeport 
High School Alumni Association 

Past director of the Rudy Mumley 
OVAC Charity All-Star 

Football Classic 

Mr. Mat Award winner in 1985 

OVAC Wrestling Tournament 
named in his honor 

West Virginia Coaches 'Man of the 
Year' in 1987 

Phil Niekro 
Class of 1957 

Three-sport high school star 
for the Bulldogs 

24-year MLB record of 318-274; 
3,342 strikeouts, 3.35 ERA 

Five-time MLB All-Star; 
five-time Gold Glove winner 

Inducted into Baseball 
Hall of Fame in 1997 

Winner of Brian Piccolo Award, 
Lou Gehrig Award and 

Roberto Clemente Award 

**************************** 
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Thank You 
OVAC! 

The Pugh Family 

Tom, Nina, Pam, Dave, 
Mary Alice, Todd and Mike 

**************************** 
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Dennis Swearingen 

Congratulations on 
your induction into the 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
From your friends and 

co-workers at 
Professional Staff 

Management 

,.Pr,PE!Si!IJ!i!! 
7 Management 

YOUR HR SOLUTIONS PARTNER 

William R. Thomas 
Executive Vice President 

Sales & Marketing 
bthomas@psmin.com 

www.psmin.com 

224 S. 5th Street, Suite C 
Richmond, IN 47374 

(765) 935-1515 Ext 239 
1-800-967-5515 

Cell: (765) 969-6030 
Fax: (765) 962-6732 

9100 Keystone Crossing 
Suite 850 

Indianapolis, IN 46240 
(317) 816-7007 
1-888-716-7007 

Fax: (317) 816-7005 

* * * ** * * ** * * ** * * ** * * ** * * ** * * * 
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Congratulations 

Paul ''Bud'' Billiard 
Russell ''Russ'' Craft 

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees 

Members of the Brooke County Board of Education 

Gary L. Griffith, President 
Laura Beckelhimer 
William C. Harvey 

Richard Pannett 
Michael E. Rodgers 

Congratulations 

Carl A. Hamill Bob Gain 
OVAC 'Legend' honoree 

Coached at Weir High from 1929-51 

Football coaching record 166-35-13; won state 
titles in 1935, '42 and '49 

Basketball coaching record 370-127 

Won state baseball title in 1949 

OVAC Hall of Fame honoree 

All-W.Va.,All-OVAC in 1946 

Three-time All-SEC, two-time All-American 
at the University of Kentucky 

Outland Trophy winner in 1950 

College Football Hall of Farner 

Weir High Basketball Boosters 
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Congratulations 

Jeff 
Snedegar 

Congratulations 

Lee Patrone 
on your induction into the from the 

OVAC Hall of Fame 

from the 

Buckeye Trail 

Athletic Boosters 

Indian Creek 
Athletic Department 

Boyd Nelson 
A true Hall of Farner 

The Times Leader would like to express its heartfelt thanks to the Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference for its recognition of Boyd Nelson, who spent 
four decades photographing sports of the Ohio Valley for this newspaper, as 
a member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2006. Boyd covered everything 
from Little League baseball to presidential visits and served as a tremendous 
goodwill ambassador for the newspaper. 

JThe :-Times Leader 
Boyd Nelson 

The Times Leader salutes all 17 members of the third class of the OVAC Hall of Fame and the five OVAC 
'Legends' for their contributions to sports in the Ohio Valley. 
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Proud of our Alumni!! 
With (jreat Pride and 

Gratitude for 

Paul Billiard 
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ON BEING INDUCTED INTO 
THE OVAC HALL OF FAME, 

DENNIS! 

YOUR WHOLE FAMILY 
IS SO PROUD OF YOU! 

LOVE, 

YOUR DAUGHTER, BRIANA AND SON, KYLE 

MOM 

RON AND ANN, NATALIE AND ALYSSA 

DOUG AND ROSE, DJ, ANNA, SARAH AND MARIA 

DIANAAND JIM, SAMANTHAAND NIKKI 

IM™ mmey;p 

MARY AND RICK, SPENCER, PARKER, TAYLORAND EMMA 

CHRIS, PEYTON AND ALEX 
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Congratulations Lefty 
"From the Halls of 

Barnesville High School 
to the Halls of 

WesBanco Arena" 
From the Barnesville 

Booster Club and 
Athletic Department 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
(J{uss Craft Pau{ "(]3ucf" (}3i{fiarcf 

ON YOUR INDUCTION INTO THE OHIO VALLEY 
ATHLETIC CONFERENCE HALL OF FAME 

WE ARE PROUD OF YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

BROOKE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

John Casinelli Norma Tarr 
Bernie Kazienko 

Congratulations 
Paul ''Bud'' Billiard 

< z/<wer/n,,d5> 
MORTGAGE CORP 

Paul T. Billiard 
President 

1321 Commerce Street 
Wellsburg, WV 26070 

(304) 737-1557 
Cell (304) 281-1144 
Fax (304) 737-1487 

0 
BBB -,_- E-Mail Paul@riverfrontmortgage.com 

www.riverfrontmortgage.com 
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Congratulations 
Ron Mauck & Phil Niekro 

on your induction into 
the OVAC Hall of Fame 

From The Bridgeport School District 

Mark Matz, Superintendent 

Amy Porter, Treasurer 

Board of Education 
Don Cash, Member 
Bill Talik, Member 

Jeffery Grandstaff, Member 
Michael McGrath, Member 

Jerry Moore, Member 

PROUD TO BE A BULLDOGI 
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PAUL ''BUD'' BILLIARD 

- THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES -

CONGRATUIATIONS ON YOUR INDUCTION, 
WE ARE PROUD OF YOU. 

FROM YOUR WIFE CAROL, 

DAUGHTER KIM WALES, HUSBAND MARK AND GRANDSONS 
KYLE AND KODY. 

SON PAUL, WIFE MDI.IE AND GRANDSONS CROSS AND BODE. 

SON T.J., WIFE ERIN, AND GRANDDAUGHTER GIANA. 

LET'S BE 1-0 ONE MORE TIME 

CONGRATUIATIONS TO ALL THE INDUCTEES. 
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fr CcJNG'RA TULA TIVNS r& 
PANTHERS 

All-State 

BILLY WEST 
BUCKEYE LOCAL 

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE 

From the Buckeye Local 
Athletic Department 

' 
Bill West 

Individual Honors 
BILL WEST 

-All-State 
-OVAC !st team 
-All-Valley 
-All-District 
-Clark Hinkle Award 
-District "Back of the Year'' 
-OVAC All-Star team 

.... 
iAi Billy West 

Clark Hinkle Award 

All-District 

OVAC 1st team District "Back of the Year" 

All-Valley OVAC All-Star team 

Buckeye Local High School 
Hall of Fame Inductee 

Congratulations from the 
Buckeye Local Touchdown Club 
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Michael Haffey and the 
Agency Associates Team 

Congratulate 

oennis Swearingen 
On His 

Induction into the Hall of Fame 

**************************** 
In Memory of 

Coach Carl Hamill 

From the Mid-Year Class of 1940 and the June Class of 1940. 

Coach Hamill will always hold a special place in the hearts of all the athletes 
and students of Weir High School from 1929 to 1965. 

The Weir High School classes of 1940 congratulate all of tonight's 
OVAC Hall of Fame inductees, especially Bob Gain, who is a Weir High 

graduate and an OVAC Hall of Fame honoree. 

**************************** 
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DENNIS SWEARINGEN 

and all 
Hall of Fame 

Inductees 

TH "A United Bancorp Bank" 

ITIZENS BANK 
Member FDIC 

Your Hometown Bank Since 1902 
Bridgeport Colerain Martins Ferry St. Clairsville 
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JOHN MARSHALL ATHLETIC BOOSTERS 
John Marshall High Schools 

Glen Dale, West Virginia 26038 

President: Bob Hanket Secretary: Reva Icard 
Treasurer: Becky Cox Vice President: Norman Huggins 
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CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

BOB HUMMELL 

Cross County 

Cheerleaders 

Football 

~ Volleyball 

Boys 6: 
Girts r. enn;s 

Special Athletes 

Queen of Queens 

~ 
Boys 6: G· I 

,rs Soccer 
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Coached from 1979 to 2001 

185 wins 79 losses 1 tie 
Championship years: 85, 87, & 90 
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President - Brian Ferguson & Tresa Thomas 
Vice President - Dave Hartman & Patty Carroll 
Secretary- Bob Cork & Kay Pownall 
'Ireasurer - Ellen Larter & Paul Pownall 
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THE 

UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS DEPARTMENT 
WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE 

DENNIS SWEARINGEN 

ON HIS INDUCTION INTO THE 

OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 

HALL OF FAME 

7( co 

DENNIS MADE MANY GREAT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
OHIO FOOTBALL PROGRAM DURING HIS FOUR·YEAR CAREER. 

HE FINISHED HIS CAREER AS A BOBCAT FOURTH ALL•TIME WITH 
3,267 PASSING YARDS, AND THIRD WITH 312 COMPLETIONS AND 

569 ATTEMPTS. 

DENNIS PUT TOGETHER ONE OF THE GREATEST INDIVIDUAL 
SEASONS AT QUARTERBACK FOR OHIO DURING HIS SENIOR 
CAMPAIGN IN 1985. HE FINISHED THE SEASON WITH THE 

SECOND•MOST TOUCHDOWN PASSES IN A SINGLE SEASON IN 
OHIO HISTORY WITH 13 AND THE FOURTH-MOST PASSING YARDS 

IN A SINGLE SEASON WITH 2,056. 

CONGRATULATIONS DENNIS!! 
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East Liverpool High School's 
Athletic Hall of Fame 

Congratulates 

Wendy Baker 
ELHS Class of '89 

ELHS Hall of Fame Class of '94 

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 

and 

Bernie Allen 
ELHS Class of '57 

ELHS Hall of Fame Class of '82 

'Legend' of OVAC honoree 
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''I'' is an island and stands alone. 
''We'' working together can 
accomplish amazing things! 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches' 
Association salutes and thanks Ron Mauck 

for making the OVAC Wrestling Tournament 
what it is today - second to none. 
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**************************** 

In Memory of 
Our Teacher, Coach and Friend 

Coach Carl Hamill 

From The Grossi Family 
Chester P. Grossi - Football !937-39; Track 1937-39 

Assistant Coach for Coach Hamill 1947-53 

Dan Grossi - Football 1943-44; Baseball 1942-45 

John Grossi - Football 1945-48; Baseball 1946-49; Basketball 1947-49 

Louise Grossi Enrietti - Cheerleader 1945-46 

Lena Grossi Schiavone - Weir High School Student Body President 1952-53 

**************************** 
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To Jule Rivlin 

Congratulations on your 
Hall of Fame award. 

You were our Super Grandfather and 
Great Grandfather and you will always be 

remembered in our hearts. 

Carrie, Lindsey and Chrystal Schneider 
Great Grandchildren Ethan & Allie Schneider 

What's In 
A Name? 

Jule Rivlin, I would hear 
Now I hear it and start 

to tear 
I never knew what that 

name meant 
I knew it meant my 

Grandfather; only the words 
were bent. 

But now I know it meant honor 
Now I know it meant heart 

Jule Rivlin played with all that was great and 
I am glad I could be a part. 

Today I am a freshman on varsity 
And I owe it to him and his fame 

For he inspired me to love this great old game. 

Jule Rivlin, I would hear 
Now I hear it and start to tear 

I never knew what that name meant 
I knew it meant my grandfather; only the words were 

bent. 

But more than a celebrity, he was a great man 
Even though he is known to many, I am his biggest fan. 

Love, 
Hayley Thayer 
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Jule Rivlin 

Our Grandfather was an 
inspiration to all who met him. 
A man whose vocabulary never 

included the word "can't". 

He taught us what it meant to be a good per
son, to give all we can give, to listen when we 

were spoken to, and how to always be cognizant 
of those around us. 

To our Grandfather, congratulations on this 
Hall of Fame award. 

Love, Kelley & Pat Fitch and Cody Wolfe 

Congratulations Jule Rivlin, my grandfather 
who was always ready to make me laugh. 
He would call every day to see how I was 

doing and to tell a joke. 
I miss those phone calls so much now and I 

frequently remember his goodbye, "Cheerio, 
Tudiloo, I Love You"!!! 

He was a great man and au especially 
great Grandfather. 

We all miss him greatly. 
Love, 

Erin Thayer 



Weir Red Rider Boosters 

salute and thank the OVAC 
for the selection of 

Coach Carl R. Hamill and Bob Gain 
as OVAC Hall of Fame honorees. 

Carl Hamill 
Weir High 1929-62 

Bob Gain 
Weir High 1943-47 

We are proud of their outstanding achievements in not only representing 
our community of Weirton, but instilling pride and carrying forward the 

excellent tradition of the Red & Black of Weir High School. 

Coach Hamill 

Football state champions 1935-1942-1949 
Baseball state champions 1950 
Basketball state runner-up 1942 

27 

Bob Gain 

All-State 1946 
All-American 1950 
Outland Trophy 1950 
NFL All-Pro 5 years 
Member of 3 NFL 
championship teams 

s:wn,L, \t/HS u' • · 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2006 

Cal Giffin 
Cal Gilfin (Bellaire High School, Oass of 1947). One of the legendary figures involved in the sport of high school tmck and 

cross country in the OVAC. 
During his 17 yeai,; employed as a teach« and coach in the Bellaire City School District, Gillin was ooe of the foundera and 

the directoc of the famed Bellaire Relays. During its 52-year history, the Bellaire Relays uttracted maoy of Ohio's greatest ath
letes to the Nelson Field.At one time, the Bellaire Relays was recogoized as the second-Iaq:est tmck event in the Buckeye State. 
His teams won live OVAC and district tmck championships. During his reign, the Big Reds won 58 dual/triangular track meets. 
Also while DI Bellaire, Gillin wns an assistant coach in food,a]] under Cyril Lane, Reymao "Bud" Bonar and Don Auh. During 
the winter months, he assisted basketball coach Oaire Cribbs. 

Gillin's tinxxoosuming work and contnbutioos to the Ohio Valley Athletic Confereoce included a term as president (I 973-
74) and commissioner of the football and basketball officials. He directed many major OVAC tmck meets and to hooor his 
effixts, the league championships in tmck and field were renamed ns the OVAC Cru Gillin Oas.sic. 

He wns a member of the &stem District of the Ohio Athletic Boan!, the Ohio High School Coaches Association, the Ohio 
Foott,aJJ Coaches Associatioo and the Naticnal Collegiate Track and Field Coaches Association. He was voted into the Ohio 
State 'Iracl< Coaches Hall of Faire in 1972. Gillin was presented two awanls of merit from the OHSAA and, following his Cal Giffin 
death in 1975, he was selected for a posthumoos Alumni Achievement Award by West Liberty State College. 

Gillin served the &stem Ohio Coaches Associntion as president as well as being the state vice president for the Ohio Associntion of Tmck Coaches. 
Athletically, Cru was a three-sport lettennan (foott,aJJ, basketball and tmck) DI Bellaire High. He played on the first Big Reds' football team to win !ll1 OVAC 

champiooship (1946). He also played in the Ohio-WestVuginiaAII-Star Foott,aJJ Gwre in 1947. 
Gillin's career also led him to the Martins Ferry School District where he was the supervisor of elementary and secondary education. From there, he became 

the principal of SL Oaimille High School and loter served as superintendent of the St. Ooirsville-Richland School District. 
He received his BA. in Education from West Liberty State College in 1951 and his Moster of Arts Degree in school administration from WVU in 1%7. 

Ron Mauck 
Ron Mauck (Bridgeport High School, Onss of 1958). Educator, administrntor, community lender. 
Mauck has been director of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, ooe of the largest high school events of its kind in the entire 

country, since 1979. This highly-regarded championship was renamed as the Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling Tournament in 2006. 
A pupil of the late George Kovalick, an OVAC Hall of Farner and considered to be the potrimch of high school wrestler in 

the Ohio Valley, Mauck also estnblished the conference's dual meet championship standings in 1971 and directed five West 
Vuginia state championship tournaments held DI the Wheeling Civic Center (oow WesBancoArena). Three tures, he served as 
a volunteer on the staff for NAIA !llld NCAA Division II championships (hosted by West Liberty State College) held in 
Wheeling. 

In addition to his duties with the confereoce mat tournament, Mauck was a long-time membcr of the Rudy Mumley OVAC 
Olluity All-Star Football Oas.sic. He was assistant gnme director and later served as gnme director from 1993 through 1998. 

The Bridgeport High and West Liberty State College graduate, who earoed his master's in safety education, begnn his 
teoching and coaching= in 1%5 DI Follansbee High School where he started the school's varsity wrestling progmm and 

Ron Mallek 
coached the school's only individual state champioo (Lou Daly). While DI Follansbee, Mauck coached John Craig, a first-time 
wrestler as a senior in I %5 who went on to become !ll1 All-Atoeric!ll1 DI West Libcrty and later was ooe of the area's outstand
ing coocbes before becoming an administrntor. 

When the consolidated Brooke High School opeoed in 1%8, Ron was named to conch the wrestling team where he tutored the Bruins' first West Vuginia mat 
champ in .run Suddoth. Before retiring after a 34-year career in educotion, Mauck served Brooke High School as director of the school's Driver's Educotion 
Department, Physical Plant Directoc, Assistant Athletic Directoc and Athletic Directur. 

Inooditioo tu having theOVACWrestlingToumanmrenamed in his lmoc,Maockalso was (Il'Seflled the "Mr.Ma" Awrudin 1985.He wosnamed thew. \It. Wrestling 
Coaches Man of the Year (1987); and received recogaitim awards from the Upp,, Ohio Valley Dappe,- Dan Oub (1985 and 1997); W. \It. AJhJetic Directoc of the Year 
(1995). Rr his connnmity effim, Moock twice was sdeded Warwcod Lions Citimt of the Yenr, winner of the H.V. lliroran, Sr.Award (2001) and a imooer of the 
Broo1re Cou1J.y Wall of faire (2006). He is pa,t presidcri of the W. \IL Safety Associatioo, the BridgeportAlunmi and W..wood Junie, High Athletic Associntioo. 

Bovd Nelson • 
Boyd Ne/son (Bellaire High School,Oass of 1945). Nelsoo spent 41 yeai,; as a photographer with The Tunes Leader in Martins 

Ferry. Fellow staffers and friends have called him a piooeer, a legend and, perhaps, the greatest goodwill ambassador in the oews
papers history. His work behind the camera, accooling to ID!lllY area high school coaches, help bring the sports world alive to the 
readers of The TI!lleS Leader. 

Nelson. n quiet, llIUlS.5UI11iog man, Jet his c:nrrera do his tnlking for him. No assignment was too big nor too menial for Nelson, 
who had the opportunity to take pictures of seven U.S. presidents from Harry Truman though Ronald Reagan. Nelson chmnicled 
nearly every major happening throughout the Ohio Valley during his career. He was a fnrniJiar and much-welcome fuce DI high 
school, college and proressiooal games and motches from the start of his career in the late 1940s until his retirement in 1988. The 
coaches, fans and players were happy to see him there because they coold look fo<ward to seeing the results of his excellent hand
iwork in the next day's newspaper. 

As was pointed oot DI the time of his death in 2003, there wasn't a gymnasium, food,a]J field or baseball diamond in The Tunes 
Leader's coverage area where Nelson didn't capture the exploits of athletes of all ages and abilities. Atnong the future professiooal 
greots he covered included baseball hall of famers Phil Niekro and Bill Mazeroski; basketball hall of fumer John Havlicek, Joe 
N-.ekm, Tiffi Spencer, Olympic wrestler and coach Bobby Dooglas and Allan Hornyak, just a to mention a few. Boyd Nelson 

Boyd's devotion tu his work also made him a role model !llld !ll1 inspiration to aspiring and seasoned photographers alike. 
Nelsoo shunned the limelight throughout his life despite the urgings of co-workers and admirers to enter his pictures in statewide competition. As a result, he 

wus bypissed. for many awards that easily would have come his way. However, United Press International began presenting awards to newspaper nnd magazine 
photngraph,rs in the early 1970s and the very first boooree was oooe other than Boyd Nelsoo. 

When The T= Leader published a pictorial history of Eastern Ohio in 1999, the hook was dedicoted to Nelsoo, a lifelong Belmont County resideoL 
He begnn his careerfollowiog a stint in the U.S. Navy. He served a stint in the Pbilippines during World War ll.Afterretuming boroe,Nelsoo atlended Ohio University 

fir a year. However, after being hired as a SllIIIIfff intern by The Tones I..eada, he neve, returned to college !ll1d made ~y his lifetime professioo. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2006 

Paul (Bud) Billiard 
Paul "Bud'' Billiard (Wellsburg Hi~ School, Oass of 1959). Heud conch at Brooke High School for 23 seasons (1979-2001) 

where he compiled a record of 185 wms, 79 defeats nod I tie. During this span, Billirud's Bruins won three West Vuginia Class 
AMstatechampionships- 1985, 1987 nod 1990.His 1987 and '90powemousesrecordedperfectrecordseasonsnod both were 
nationally ranked. The 1987 team finished 25th in the coonlly whtle the 1990 squud ended up in 23rd pince. 

In 1994, Brooke also ended the campaign with a 10-0 record but lost in the state playoffs. Fifteen of his 23 Bruin teams partic
ipated in the post-season playoffs nod seven mnde the state championship game.Also, Billiard coached the green and gold to seven 
OVAC Class AAM Division championships. He cooched in two Rudy Mumley OVAC Oiarity All-Siar Football games nod in 
three West Vuginia North-South Games. He was among the foonding members and past president of the Ohio Valley Football 
Coaches Association for whom he also was chairman of the group's nnnuul nwwds dinner. He ulso assisted in organizing the 
OVFCA's Clinics and Prospect Nights. 

Billirud's Brooke coaching career also included eight years ns no assistant coach in football, two years as a wrestling assistant, 
six years as heud wrestling conch and three years as heud tmck conch. Prior to conching at Brooke, he spent four years as no ussis-
tnnt coach in football nt Wheeling Central Catholic High School, two years 11S a volunteer assistnnt in wrestling and three years Paul Billiard 
ns heud tmck conch after establishing the progrnm in the spring sport. 

While attending We!Jsbwi! High School, he played foor years of football and lettered three years, serving ns team captain in 1958. He played baseball three 
years, earning two letters. At West Liberty State College, Billiard was a fuur-year van;ity lettennnn in football playing on both the offensive nod defensive lines. 
After his junior season, he earned first-team All-WVIAC laurels as no offensive lineman. The versatile performer was named a captnin and first-team all-con
fereoce on defense ru. a senior. 

Highlights of the various awards Btlliard has received include: Ohio Vulley, OVAC and West Vuginia Cooch of the Year; U~ Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Mno 
of the Year; Carl Hamill Coaching Award; Steubenville Moose Lodge Cooch of the Year; West Liberty State College Athletic Hall of Fame; 2005 Ohio Vulley 
Football Cooc1":s Hall of Fame inductee; H.V. Con:ornn Sr. Award for the Brooke football progrnm bringing nationul attention to the Ohio Valley; and a 2005 
recipient of the West Vuginia Athletic Coaches Association's Retired Coaching Award. 

Richard (Lefty) Hall 
Rkhard "Lefty" Hall (Bamesville High School, Oass of 1959). Hall was one of the most successful two-sport coaches 

(baseball/golf) in OVAC history, compiling a whopping 1,116 victories over a 34-year span. 
He began his baseball cooching career at Powhatnn High School for a year before lllking the same post at St Oairavtlle 

High School. In his 33 years with the Red Devils (1969-2001), his teams amassed no outstanding 515-320 record. 
With "Lefty" calling the shots fiom the dugout, St. Oairaville won seven OVAC championships and made five Ohio High 

School Athletic Association regionul tournament appearances (1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1997). The Red Devils advanced 
to the stnte tournament "Ftoul Four" in 1997. St. Clair.;vtlle also won five Eastern Ohio Baseball League titles wxler Hall's 
guidance. 

Hall was named OVAC Cooch of the year in 1991 and received the same accolade from the Eastern District three times, 
1990, 1995 and 1997. He also served as one of the cooc1":s in the MizunoAll-Slllr Series In 1997.A true baseball "junkie," 
Hull wns inducted into the Ohio High School Baseball Coacl>,s Hull of Fame in 1996 and wns named the Ohio Baseball Hull 

Richard Hall of Fame "Mnn of the Year" in 1999. 
Hall cooched six player.; who signed professional basehall contmcts, the list including Geny Craft, Gene Cattnne, Ted Rose, 

Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik nod Joe Dudek. 
In golf, "Lefty" coached SL Oairavtlle for 27 years (1974-2000) , finishing with a 601-123 record. He had three unbeaten teams nod also tutored three squads 

that advanced to the Ohio state tournament The Red Devils ulso collected 14 OVAC golf championships. 
Hall, a life-long resident of Barnesville, lettered in base hall and tmck while performing for the Shamrocks. He graduated fiom Ohio University. 

Warren (Nookie) Pugh 
Wam,n "Nao/de" Pugh (The Lin.sly School, Oass of 1920). The Wheeling Island resident who died in 1983 at the age of 8 I 

served the coaching rux1 officiating profession very well ruxi also was an outstunding contnbutor to his committee. 
As an oflicial, Pugh served as a football and basketball referee for over 40 years. In football, he worlred in both high school 

and college, including the West Vuginia lnten:ollegiate Athletic Conference nod West Vuginia Univer.;ity, Pitt and Penn State. 
A basketball official for more thnn40 years, Pugh officiated high school and college cootests. In 1933 and 1934, he worlced the 

entire West Vuginia state high school basketball toumamenL his partners being Judge Poul Cami11etti the first year and Oink 
Westfall the second year. Pugh and John Gott ofBluefield blew the whistle for all I I games of the first WVIAC tournament held 
in 1935 at Fainnont 

Pugh served us president of both the Ohio Valley Board of Football nod Basketball Officials. He also was the referee of the 
fumed Bellaire Relays for many years and wns later named us the meet's honorary referee. He was also honored for his service 
by the Shadyside Relays and the West Vuginia Secondmy School Activities Commission. Pugh conducted ofliciuls' clinics in 
severul sports and wrote a newspaper series on officiating that was published in The Intelligencer. 

Pugh also was a Red Cross instructor in water safety and life-saving for over SO years.In his youth, he was recognized nsa bi-state Warren Pugh 
diving champion nod was known to mnny people in Wheeling for diving off the Suspension Bridge into the Ohio River. He per-
formed that feat for the first time on Ulbor Day during the stnte fair held when he was a teenager. He repeated that dive on severul other occasions during his youth. 

He coached swimming at his ulma mater The Linsly School for nearly three decades, guiding the Cadets to 26 OVAC championships, including 25 in a row. 
Pugh was also a tremendous athlete, especiully us a football player. He attended Aldersoo-Brnaddas College in Philippi for two years and played football before 

transferring to Davis & Elkins College where was a stellar fullback and center for Hall of Fame Cooch Cam Hender.;on. Since eligibility rules never really exist
ed in those days, Pugh played foor years at D&E nod wns a stnndout on the 1928 team that defeated WVU 7-0 and Navy 2-0. He ulso odmitted to slipping nway 
fiom school on occasion to play pmfussionul fuothall in Canton. 

His cooununity service included 15 years ns Wheeling's Recreation Director, two terms ns Ohio County Sheriff and six year.; ns no Ohio County 
Commissioner. Pugh was indacted into the West Vuginia Sports Hall ofFame (1980), the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall ofFame (1984) nndnow the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Hull of Fame. 
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Bob Gain 
Bob Gain (Weir High School, Class of 1947). An oil-time great on the high school, college und professional lev

els, be started his football career for the Red Riders nod twice earned first team All-OVAC honors as n lineman und 
was honored on the 1946 All-W.Va. selections. 

In 1969, be was selected as n 'Modem &a' defensive tockle on on All-TUile Ohio Volley football team selected by 
The Intelligencer newspaper. In 2005, be was honored on no All-Time W.Vn. high school team selected by The 
Fairmont Tunes newspaper. 

At Weir High, be was the largest oll-stnte honoree nt 6-2, 2 I 0-pounds und was n two-wny tackle as well ns handling 
punting nod kickoff duties. His lnte conch Carl Hnmill never singled out his best Red Rider football prodoct but alwnys 
started his list with Gain, n four-year stnrter nnd his most honored pmtege. 

Bob Gain 

Gain is regarded as the greatest lineman in University of Kentucky, where be was a three-time All-Southeostem 
Conference honoree and a two-time first team All-America choice in 1949 and 1950. As a senior, he won the Out1and 
Trophy as the nation's outstanding lineman, the first from the SEC so honored, and one of only two from the Ohio 
Vnlfey.1be other Outland Trophy boooree was the University of Iowa's Calvin Jones from Steubenville High. 

Playing for the legendary Poul "Bear" Brynnt nt Kentucky, the Wtldcuts were 33-10-2 in Gain's four seasons und he wna ro<:nptain of the 10-1 record team 
thnt upset notional chnmpion Oklahomn in the 1951 Sugnr Bowl. 

Gain was the No. 5 choice - the highest ever for un OVAC athlete - in the first round of the 1951 NFL Draft by the Green Bay Packers. However, he 
opted for Ottnwa in the CFL before starting a 12-year NFL career with the Oevelaod Browns. The five-time Pro Bowler was a starter on three NFL cham
pmnship tenrns under legendary conch Poul Brown in 1954, 1955 nod 1964. 

The Clevelmxl nrea resident bas been indocted into seven Hall5 of Fame - College Football, West Vrrginin Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Don, 
University of Kentucky, Cleveland nndAkron Hall5 nnd Cleveland Browns' Legends Holl. 

Phil Niekro 
Phil Niekro (Bridgeport High School, Closs of 1957). The Baseball Hall of Forner got his nthletic stnrt with 

the Bulldogs where he was n three-sport performer. Besides baseball, he was n football end llild basketball 
forward and a teammate of fellow OVAC Hall of Farner John Havlicek. 

Nicknamed "Knucksie" because of his staple pitch, the knuckleball, which he lenrned from his father, Niekro 
was a four-year Bulldog pitcher with a 17-1 career record. His only loss was 1-0 to TIitonsville in 1954, his 
freshman yenr, when fellow Baseball and OVAC Hall of Farner Bill Mazeroski hit the game-winning home 
run. 

The 1955 Bulldog team shared the East Ohio League title with Martins Ferry. In n 9-4 Ohio sectional tour
nament win over St. John's, Niekro won the game in relief and belted a two-run sing]e. Bridgeport, however, 
was halted in the finals by Shadyside, a team twice defeated by the Bulldogs. 

In 1956, Niekro and the Bulldogs defeated Steubenville Central, 7-1, in the Class A district tournament after 
sectional wins over Barnesville llild St. Clairsville. Bridgeport bowed to East Liverpool in the di.strict finals. 

Phil Niekro As a senior, Niekro tossed a four-hitter and struck out 10 in a 4-2 win over Steubenville Central for the 
OVAC Ohio-side title. He earlier hurled an 8-2 win over Enst Liverpool in the Clrrss AA district semifinals. 

Unbeaten Steubenville Central halted Bridgeport, 6-1 in the finals. 
Niekro, who also played for the Bridgeport Legion team and Blaine in the summer Twilight League, was signed by the Milwaukee Braves for a 

$500 bonus nt a 1958 tryout camp in Bellnire. 
In 1964, he started a 24-year major league career with the Braves, New York Yankees, Cleveland Indians and Toronto Blue Jays. He had a 318-

274 career record while appearing in 864 games und striking out 3,342 batters, eighth on the all-time charts. He hurled a no-hitter and won five 
Gold Gloves und was named to five All-Star teams. 

The Braves honored him by erecting n bronze statue in front of their home stadium lllld, in 1CJ97, he was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame. 
He resides in the Atlanta area. 

Lee Patrone 
Lee Patront! (Bellaire High School, Class of 1956). For 50 years, Patrone was the all-time leading career 

scorer in Big Reds' history with 1.842 points in three seasons. He led Bellaire High to three straight sectional 
titles with won-lost mnrks of 18-4, 20-3 and 19-4 while nveraging 235, 26.7 nod 32.9 points per gnrne each 
season. His 27 .1 point career average remains a school record. 

The two-time first team All-OVAC honoree, and an All-Ohio first team honoree by The Associated Press ns 
a senior, he was a scoring machine with 57 career gomes over 20 points, including all 23 ns a senior, and he 
had 28 straight games in which he scored at ]east 20 points. 

He tollied 54 points twice in a game in 1956, including his final game whi1e playing with an injured leg 
against Martins Ferry in the district tournament title game. Ferry prevailed, 91-87, while surviving a limping 
Patrone's heroics. Earlier, agoinst a Bridgeport team featuring Brrsketball and OVAC Hall of Farner John 
Havlicek, he converted 25 goals und his 299 season goals remains a school standard. 

After a brief stay at Ohio State, the stocky 6-0 guard enrolled at West Vrrginia University in 1957 and led the 
1958 freshman team in scoring with a 20-point norm. A member of the 1959 NCAA runner-up team led by All- Lee Patrone 
American Jerry West, he was second to West in 1960 team scoring with a 14.2 per game norm and was named 
to three all-tournament reams: NCAA regional, Southern Conference and University of Kentucky. A Virginia sportswriter described him as .. good 
enough to be cocky and cocky enough to be good." 

As a senior, he was a third team All-America honoree by Helms Foundation. He ended his career with 1,028 points - then seventh best in WVU 
history. 

After graduation, he taught and coached five seasons at Wintersville High School where his first 1969 team went 14-4 and 1972 team was 16-4. 
After retiring, he relocated to his current home in Florida. 
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Bob Hummell 
Bob Humnu,ll (Moundsville High School, Class of 1966). This 6 fl 3 guard wns a scoring machine for Moundsville High 

School before taking his vast hoop tnlents to West Yrrginia University. 
Hummell finished his stellar four-year prep cureer with 1,941 points, gocxl for a 22.6 per game average. That average still 

ranks sixth among Class AAA players in the state. 
His senior year wns one for the reconl books at the Marshall County school. He poored in 897 points in 25 games for a 

359 average, which is tied for the highest average in Class AAA archives. 
Moreover, his scoring unties translated into team success os Moundsville finished as state runnerup in Gass AAA, the 

school's firm state final since 1920. Hummell torched Richwocxl for 45 markers in the state semifinal game. He established 
the Moundsville single-game scoring mark with 53 points in a win against Follansbee. 

Hummell wns chosen as the West Yrrginia "Player of the Year" by the Morgantown Touchdown Club while also being 
named captain of the Class AAA all-stote team, all-OVAC wtd Scholastic Coach All-America. 

He also wns a tofHIDICh baseball player for Moundsville, earning second-team all-state hooors as a pitcher. 
Following his glorioos stay at Moundsville, Hummell joined the WVU hoop squad and he wasted no time in making his Bob Hummell 

presence felt. Hummell led the WVU frosh team in scoring with a 242 average, including a 45 -point outburst against Maryland wtd 41 again.st Duquesnse. ln 
those days, freshman were ineligible hy NCAA rules from playing on the varsity level. 

He went on to average 129, 155 and 14.0 points a game the following three seasons, all of which he served the Mountaineers as a starter. Hummell wns the 
team's captain his senior season. 

Hummell totaled 1,137 points in his WVU career, placing him seventh in school annals at the time his cureerended in 1970. he was an ooept free throw shoot
er, hining at an 80.7 clip for his career. Hummell - who had 14 games of 20 or more points - was selected to the 1966-75 all-time WVU hoop team. 

Harry Wilson 
Harry Wilson (Steubenville High School, Class of I %3). This former Big Red star ranks with the elite running backs 

in OVAC history. 
His gridiron cureer at Steubenville was nothing short of spectacular. His nbility to crury the football took him to n star

ring role ut the University of Nebraska nnd a short stint with the NR..'s Philadelphia Engles. 
The 5 ft. 11, 190-pounder was also n safety and kick returner for Big Red, but rushing the foothall is what Wilson did 

he.st. 
He cnrried the Big Red to 11 9-1 mark his senior season, 11 campaign in which the Jefferson County charges pocketed 11 

prized 14-8 win over heralded Massillon. Wilson paced the OhIO Valley in both rushing yanls nnd scoring with 1,756 
mfnntry stripes and 23 touchdowns. The former standard is a modem day school recon! for a 10--garne campaign. 

His achievements garnered him Ohio "Back of the Year" designation by both the AP and UPI in Class AA, which was 
the largest class back then. He wns named firm team all-Ohio and a Scholastic Coach All-American. 

Harry Wilson Wtlson was ulmost as dominating his junior year. The .. Steubenville Stomper" rushed for 1,586 yards and scored 28 
touchdowns nnd 168 points in 10 games. He was selected first team all-Ohio by AP as a safety while also earning all-OVAC 

nnd all-Valley laurel.s. 
Wilson - who was also nicknamed "Llghthorse" - enjoyed 11 sparkling career 111 Nebraska. He led the Comhuskers in rushing his junior and senior sea

sons, finishing his career with 1,702 yards nnd a stellar 5.0 per carry average. 
He was named unanimous all-Big Eight as a senior and honorable mention All-America by UPI. He has the distinction of playing in three major bowl 

games - Cotton, Orange and Sugar. 
After his playing days in Lincoln, Wilson was selected in the third round of the 1%7 NFL draft by the Eagles. He spent three years with the team as a 

backup running back and kick returner. 

Ed Burgy 
Ed Burgy (Bellaire High School, Class of 1971). This former Big Reds' star remains the measuring stick for prep baseball 

greotnes.s in the Ohio Valley. 
While also starring in football wtd basketball at the Guernsey Street school, BUJJv distinguished himself as arguably the pre

mier prep baseball player in OVAC annals. While his baseball statistics are staggenng, he accomplished them in just three sea
sons ns Bellaire High did not start a baseball program until Bllljzy's sophomore season. 

Known for his overpowering pitching prowess, Bllljzy was also a tremendoos shortstop and powerful hiner. Upon the com
pletion of his sparkling high school career, Bllljzy wns n sixth-round draft choice of the New York Mets. 

Burgy etched his named in Bellaire High, Ohio Valley and OHSAA reconl books. The three-year All-Valley firm-team hon
oree completed his prep career with a 20-5 reconl, stJll the most wins ever by a Big Reds' pitcher. He owns the cureer strike
out mark with 326 (mjust 175 innings) and the single-season strikeout stnndan:l of 128. 

While possessing nearly-unhittable heat, he also owned gteOI control. The tnlented right-hander walked just 31 batters in his 
cnreer and went eight straight games without issuing 11 base on balls. 

He cruved out state reconls with a minuscule 0.13 ERA for a season wtd an 0.63 ERA for a career. His third OHSAA reconl 
wns for hurling 16 shutouts. Burgy also set nn Ohio Valley mark with 23 strikeouts in a 10--inning no-hiner versus River. He 
wns also a deadly hiner. Burgy owns Bellain: High reconls for hits in a game (6), triples in a season (8) and career triples (12). 

Ed Burgy 

Burgy also was a stellar, four-year football performer for coaches Rudy Sharkey wtd Jake Olsavsky. He wns a slashing running back until his senior season. 
Olsavsky opted to switch Burgy to quarterback, a move that paid big dividends. Burgy helped guide the Reds to nn 8--1-1 season, lo.sing oaly to Marietta (12-0) 
while tying Wintersville (0--0). He was joined in the backfield by Ron Lee, who went on to fume with WVU and the Baltimore Colts. 

Burgy wns a multi-tnlented hoopster. Starting for three seasons, he poored in 1,197 points, a totnl that still ranks seventh on the all-time school scoring card. It 
wns second naly to legendary Lee Patrone when BUJjzy htmg up the Big Red sneak=. He was a firm-team All-Valley Big School honoree his sophomore wtd 
junior seasons. He exploded in his senior campaign for a 212 per game average. 

Burgy - also nn avtd and accomplished golfer who has captured several Ohio Valley tournaments - spent three years in the Mets' farm system. His first assign
ment wns in Virginia followed by a stop in Pompano (Fla.) before being elevated to Memphis. He collected 13 wins in one season wtd fanned 20 in one game. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Saturday, August 19, 2006 

Social Hour ................................................................................................... .4:30 p.m. 

Welcome ........................................................................ Jerry Narcisi, OVAC President 

Invocation .......................................... Dr. Vince Manseau, River High School principal 

Dinner .............................................................................................................. 5:30 p.m. 

Introductions .................................. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC ........................................ Bernie Allen, Russ Craft, Carl Hamill 
Bernie Mehen, Jule Rivlin 

2006 Hall of Fame Inductions 

Athletes 
Jeff Snedegar ...................................................................... presented by Ben Kennedy 
(accepted by Bill Starr) 

Bill West ................................................................................ presented by Bill West, Sr. 

Wendy Baker .............................................................................. presented by Dick Wolf 

Dennis Swearingen .............................................................. presented by Dave Bruney 

Ed Burgy .................................................................................... presented by Tia Burgy 

Bruce Smith ...................................................................... presented by Gordon Downie 
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Induction Ceremony 
WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W.Va. 

Bob Hummell .................................... presented by Brian Hummell and David Hummell 

Harry Wilson .................................................................... presented by Reno Saccoccia 

Phil Niekro ............................................................ presented by Phyllis Niekro Dillmore 

Lee Patrone ........................................................................ presented by John Sorrenti 
(accepted by John Magistro) 

Bob Gain ............................................................................ presented by Donald Danell 

OVAC 'Family' 
Cal Giffin .............................................................................. presented by Regis Woods 
(accepted by Lou Ann Casey, Betsy Giffin, Ellen Giffin, Cal Giffin) 

Ron Mauck .............................................................................. presented by Eric Mauck 

Media 
Boyd Nelson ........................................................................ presented by John Sorrenti 
(accepted by Christine Schumacher) 

Officials 
Warren Pugh ........................................................................ presented by Jim Hawkins 
(accepted by David Pugh) 

Coaches 
Richard (Lefty) Hall ................................................................ presented by Rich Gibson 

Paul (Bud) Billiard .............................................................. presented by Paul T. Billiard 

Benediction ........................................ Dr. Vince Manseau, River High School principal 

Hall of Fame inductees or their representatives will be available for autographs and photographs immediately following the conclusion 
al tonight's ceremonies. Additional programs are available prior to and immediately following tonight's induction at a cost of $1 o each. 
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Bruce Smith 
Bruce SmiJh (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1976). He is at the top of the list when it comes to distance 

running as a four-time Ohio state champion who set countless meet, valley and school records along the way. 
In cross country, Smith was a three-time All-Ohioan (1973, '74 and '75), capturing first place at the state meet 

in both his junior (9:43,0) and senior (9:33.4) seasons after placing seventh (10:05.0) as 11 sophomore. His time 
in 1975 was the state record at the time. 

As both a junior and senior, he also finished first in the sectional, district, OVAC and Belmont County meets 
and finished undefeated both years. As a sophomore, he was second in the sectional, district and county meet 
und third in the OVAC. 

He was a three-time All-Eastern District and All-Valley honoree in cross country as well. 
In track, Smith earned All-Ohio status two times (1975, '76), winning the state championship in the two-mile 

run both years. He posted a time of 9: 11.1 as a senior after winning in 9:31.1 as a junior. He also placed sev
enth at the state event as a sophomore (9:39.9). Bruce Smith He finished first in the sectional and district meets ull three years, winning the county event twice and finish
ing ns runner-up once. In OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one-mile run and finished third in the 880-yard run as a senior, and captured the two-mile 
run ns both a sophomore and junior. 

Smith gnrnered AU-Eastern District and AU-Valley laurels three times in track. 
In the two sports at Martins Feny, Smith was part of four undefeated teams, three sectionul and district championship teams, one OVAC champi

onship team and three OVAC runner-up teams. 
Smith was ulso a long-time competitor in most area road races, including several years as the top local runner in the Elby's Distance Race (now the 

Ogden 20K Classic). 

Wendy Baker 

two-time All-OVAC Class 4-A. 

Wendy Baker 
We,ufy Baker (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1989). A two-sport standout for the Lady Potters, excelling 

in both basketball and softball. 
On the court, she was a four-year varsity performer, becoming as the first player in school history to exceed 

1,CXXJ career points, finishing with 1,127 tallies. As a senior, she averaged 215 points per game. Bnker also 
excelled defensively, posting 291 career steals including 135 as a senior. 

As a senior, she was a second team all-Ohio Division I selection who was selected to play in the McDonuld's 
All-Star Classic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class 4--A, District 5, Division I and All-Columbiana County 
"Player of the Year". She was also an AII-OVAC nnd All-Eastern District fin.t team choice as a junior and an all
District honorable mention pick us a sophomore. 

On the diamond, Baker's career pitchmg numbers included 49 victories and 226 strikeouts and .400-plus bat
ting average. Her senior season numbers included a lofty .477 average along with some impressive pitching num
bers - 19 victories, 117 strikeouts and a 054 ERA. She batted .483 as a junior with 32 RBI and had 109 pitch
ing wins, registering 109 strikeouts and a I .77 ERA. As a sophomore, she hit .422. 

Bnker's softball nil-star honors included two-time All-Ohio (first team as a senior, second team us a junior); and 

She attended Wheeling Cnllege und played basketball for two seasons, scoring 882 points und posting 182 steals during that time. She gained first 
team All-West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference honon. as sophomore after gaining honorable mention as a freshman. 

Dennis Swearingen 
Dennis Swearingen (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1982)Jle earned IO varsity letters in four sports, mnk

Jllg his biggest marks in football and basketball. 
In football, he was a three-year letterman and starting quarterback/defensive back, amassing 1,616 yards passing 

and 890 yards rushing while leading the Purple Riders to a combined 21-9 record, including a spotless 10-0 mark 
in his sophomore season, Ferry's first perfect record in 20 years. On defense, he was credited with 125 tackles and 
hnd 11 pass interceptions. 

He was a two-time first team AP All-Ohio Class AA defensive back, earning second team all-star honors from 
UPI both years as well. He also garnered first team All-OVAC Class AAA,All-Enstem District Class AA and All
Volley honors twice. 

Following his senior season, Swearingen was named a Centennary Prep All-American, an Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club special honoree und participated in the OVAC Charity All-Stnr Football Game. 

In basketball, Swearingen was a three-year starter and 1,000:point career scorer and he was a key member of e.lcci•-'· ...:..:=2....-'"'" 
Ferry's squad which posted a 20-5 record and advanced to the Ohio Class AA regional finals in Athens in 1982. Dennis Swearingen 
Scoring 14.7 points per game as a senior, he was named first team All-OVAC Class AAA (captain), All-District 
12 and All-Valley us well ns second team All-Eastern District Class AA. He played in both the OVAC and District 
12 All-Stnr Games. 

As a junior, Swearingen averaged 18.9 points per game and was named first team All-OVAC Class AAA and All-District 12, second team All-Eastern 
District Class AA und third team All-Valley. 

Swearingen also was a three-year letterman in baseball, earning All-OVAC Class AAA hon_ors twice. He also lettered in track as a senior. 
Swearingen went on to a stellar four-year football career at Ohio University, graduating in 1986 and positioning himself in the top five on the Botx:ats' 

all-time passing list in JO Clllegories (through 2005). He is second in pass attempts in a game (57) und season (383); third in pass completions for a 
game (31) and season ( 195) as well as TD passes for a season ( 13); fourth in yards passing for a game (355), season (2,056) and career (3;1.67) us well 
as pass attempts (569) und completions (312) for u career; and fifth in career passing yards (3,267). 
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.le-ff Snedegar 
Jeff Sned,gar (Buckeye Trail High School, Oass of 1995). He put up lofty nwnbers during his four-year gridiron career, 

culminating in his selection as the AP All-Ohio Division V Offensive Player of the Year and finishing as runner-up in the vot
ing for Ohio's "Mr. Football" awurd following his senior season. 

A 6 ft. 3, 210-pound four-year letterman at quarterback and linebacker for the Wwriors, be racked up 7 /XX) yards offensively 
and registered 673 tnckles on defense. He ulso earned second team All-Ohio following his sophomore and junior years and wn.s 
a three-time All-Eastem District and All-OVAC selection. 

As a senior, be led Trail to its first and only 0HSAA playoff uppearnnce (the Waniors finished with an 11-2 overall record, 
winning two games before losing in the Division V stnte semifinals to Wellsville). That year, he passed foc what was then a 
school record 1,769 yards while rushing for 1,621 yards for a combined total of 3.390 yards. He participated in 212 defensive 
stops ns a senior. 

Snedegur was ulso a three-year letterman in basketball (he didn't play as a junior), finishing fourth on Trail's all-time scoring 
list with 834 points and thirrl in career rebounding with 561. 

He avernged 16.1 points per game as a senior, earning special mention AP All-Ohio as well as first team All-Eastern District Jeff Snedegar 
and AII-OVAC. 

The 2!XXl Buckeye Trail Hall ofFame inductee went on to a stellar career at the University of Kentucky (1996-99),earning four letters as an outside linebacker. 
As n freshman, he hnd 42 tnckles, started three games and was named the outstnnding special teams' player and he followed that up with 97 tockles as a soph

omore. Snedegar hnd 63 tnckles and four sacks as n junior, helping Kentucky to an Outback Bowl berth where he recorded 11 lllckles in a loss to Peon Stnte 
University. 

In his final year at UK. he had 84 tnckles, four sacks and two interceptions, earning him defensive MVP boncn,. He was selected to the All-Southeast Conference 
sqund and was named to the All-Americnn Farm Football Team by Successful Fanning Magazine. 

Snedegar was signed by the Miami Dolphins of the Na in 2!XXl as an undrufted free agent. He is currently a member of the Buckeye Trail football coaching 
slJllf. 

Bill West 
Billy West (Buckeye Local High School. Class of 1993). He made his biggest impact on the football field, 

ea.ming All-Ohio honors three times, including twice us a first team selection. 
West also was n three-time AII-0VAC selection (1990, '91 and '92) and a three-time All-Eastern District pick 

(first team in '91 nod '92, second team in '90). He also participated in the Rudy Mumley/0VAC Charity All
Star Football Classic following his senior season. 

After starting os a freshman at Buckeye North, where he rushed for 900 yards despite missing two-plus 
gwnes due to injury, he put up some ultra-impressive numbers at the newly-consolidated Buckeye Local High 
School. 

He finished with what still stands as a school-record 4,658 yards, including a single-season effort of 1,846 
yards as a senior. He also had 1,719 yards as a junior and 1,093 as n sophomore. He also owns six of the top 
seven individual game rushing record nt Buckeye Local, headed by a whopping 335-yard game against 
Martins Ferry in 1991 (second all-time). 

Bill West West scored 352 points on the gridiron, including 152 in his final season. 
During his three years with the Panthers, the team compiled a 28-4 combined record (9-2 in 1990,10-1 in 1991 

and 9-1 in 1992), making the playoffs twice and narrowly missing on a third. 
West also lettered three years in track and two in basketball for the Panthers. 
He was a four-year lettennan at the University of Pittsburgh, starting for three years and earning All-Big East "Offensive Player of the Yenr .. hon

ors as n sophomore (1994) after replacing All-American tailback Curtis Martin in game two and rushing for 1,358 yards, fifth on the all-time sin
gle-season rushing list. A Panther tri-captain as a senior, West finished as the school's fourth all-time leading rusher with 2,803 yards. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc. 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of 
Fame Committee would like to thank Denny 

Magruder, Doug Campbell and the entire staff of 
WesBanco Arena for so graciously offering to be 
the permanent home of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
and for making this evening's festivities possible. 
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Bernie 
Allen 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2006 

Ross 
Craft 

Carl 
Hamill 

Bernie 
Mehen 

Joie 
Rivlin 

Legends rof OVAG member schools honors tho sf! great Mlileti!s:~ho p/4yt!d (!1'-J/t,o!Jl!~ed;/~ :th~ O/ito Vdl/eJ 
, ,prior to thefofmation qf.the conference in JC},f.3 or w/iQplq;jed Of 6oached,iftiir'ithdf"itaie,'bilt/bejdfe 

, , rthefr schi>olbecanfe•a memhet:qfit/ia'c6/lference~ ' • 

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High &hoot, Class of 1957) 
A IO-letter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was n quarterback.-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regular basketball player on team which upset 

unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament; and an nil-state baseball infielder, He played in the Ohio All.Star Baseball Grune and was on winning Ohio football team 
in annua1 Ohio-West Vrrginia All-Stnr Game. 

At Purdue University, he earned six letters as football qumterback and baseball shortstop and Willi team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned Nationnl Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports nlustmted for play in upset of Ohio State. He was Purdue's Outstanding 

Senior Athlete for 1960-61. 
Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1%1 with the Minnesota 1\vins, Aftec spending one ye.ru- in the minor le.agues at Churlotte, N.C., he went on ton 12-yenr major 

league career from 1 %2-73 with the Twins, Wushingtoo Senators, New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. In 1 %2, he was numeMip to the Yankees' Tom Tresh for the 
American Lengue Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962. In 1972, he hit three home runs in the HalJ of Fame gnme in Cooperstown, N. Y. 

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Pm-due Hall and was u charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of 
Fume. He's ulso in the Upper Ohio Valley Dappcr- Dao und Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame. 

Russ Craft (Wellsbwg High School, Class ofl939) 
He was u three-sport performer in fuotbaJI, basketball und baseball for the Orange Knights w::id eumed AU-Vulley und All-Stute hooors us u senior football back. 
Craft ployed football, baseball und ran track ut the University of Alnbumn, where he wus u two-way back regular in footbaJI und earned second team All-Southeastern 

Conference honors. 
Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Engles of the National Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner and wus selected to the 

All-Time Eagles' Tenm. He played oo Eugles' teums which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947. He wus nwned to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and 
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interception.<; in one gnme against the Curdinnls in 1950. He nlso blocked three Pittsburgh Stcclcr extra-point kicks 
in 1952 gnme and returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yatds against the Rmns in 1950. 

Craft is credited us the first player in the NFL lo wear the new rum:f plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two seasons as a player-assistant coach with the 
Steelers, In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdown,; in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 2Q.-yard TD return, 
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Famec Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rruns. 

Craft is inducted into the W. Va. Sports Hnll of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Llnsly&bool,Clussoft922) 
A Iegendury athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-sport standout nt Llmly and Bethnny College. An All-Valley football player, be o.1so scored 

an unherurl-of 330 points in 21 basketball gnmes in 1920, a rare toutl in the center jump, low-scoring em. 
From 1929-51, he wns the three-sport coach at Weir High. His footbaJI teams schedu]ed top-notch programs from three states and went 1 fi6-35-13 including a 111-10 

mmk vs. Mountain State teams, He coached six unbeaten teams and four with onJy one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the first-ever WVSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Luter thnt school year, he coached the 1950 baseball team 
to its second state one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketball team lost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to 
win the championship. He wa.s selected West Vrrginia "'Coach of the Year' for high school nod college alJ sports. 

In basketball, he guided Weir to u 370-127 record and six state tournament berths. Weir wa.s runner-up in 1942. 
Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio 

Valley Football Coaches Hnll. The annWli Dapper Dan conching awnrd is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on u 
dmvntown mural. 1be Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor. 

B emie M ehen (Wheeling Hicli School, CJuss of 1938) 
The first Ohio VaUcy uthlete to be selected' first team nll-stnte basketbaJI three straight years, he led the Wildcats to W. Va. state tides in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0 

record in 1938. 
During those tfrree years thut he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 career 

games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era. 
He later earned All-America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference 

championship. After serving in World Wm II, where be was wounded, he played professionaJly with the Youngstown Bears nod Toledo Jeeps. 
He wus inducted into the City of Wheeling HaJI of Fame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (friadelohin High &hool,Cluss of 1935) 
He was an all-state basketbalf gumtl in high school where hi; led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track 

meet where he won three gold medals. He timed 102 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yarrls and was a member of the medley relay winning unit. 
At Marsha]) College, he was one of the first guards to run the fust break offense for smte HaJl of Fame couch Cum Henderson and earned LlttleAII-Americn honors -while 

settin$ a school searon scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Mnrshall basketball team to two Mid 
Amenca Conference titles. 

He played prof~ionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was pluyer--coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947, he Willi the Most Valuable Plo.yec in the World Tournament in Ch~o which featured the nution's best pro teams including the Harlem Globetrotters. 
He wru a 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling HaJI of Fame and 1s u member of four other haJls of fame, including W. Va. Spotts, Marshall and Upper Ohio 

Vnlley Dappcr Dan. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

''Simply the Best'' 
Congratulations Uncle Bob & Brother!!! 

We are proud of you! 
Christine, Greg, Bob, Rick, Tricia, Shirley and Buster 

BEST WISHES FROM ALL YOUR FRIENDS AT CENTURY 21 
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St. Clairsville 
Athletic Department 

''salutes and congratulates'' 
OVAC HOF inductees 

Coach ''Lefty'' Hall 
and Mr. Cal Giffin 

Each of you positively impacted many lives 
during your tenure at St. C. 

You deserve this honor and your families should be proud! 
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**************************** 

In Honor of 

Richard ''Lefty'' Hall 

St Clairsville, Ohio 

**************************** 
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These Red Devil Baseball Alumni 
congratulate 

Coach Richard ''Lefty'' Hall 
for his induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

- Don Hynes ('72) - Chad Baugh ('84) 
- Bob Vincenzo ('77) -Joe Maroon ('86) 
- Jim Baugh, Jr. ('79) - Ron Busby ('86) 
- Don Vincenzo ('79) - Pat Drazga ('87) 
- Mychal Egri ('80) - Ron Balog (' 87) 
-Joe Dudek ('80) - Paul Foster ('94) 
- Bob Figura ('80) - Vinnie Kirkpatrick ('94) 
- Doug McFarland ('82) - Matt King ('96) 
- Joe Slavik ('82) - Chris Baugh ('00) 
- John Nemeti ('83) - DJ. Hynes ('01) 

''Thanks Coach'' for your investment in 
us. We are proud of your accomplishment! 
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Congratulations 
Russ Craft 

2006 OVAC Hall of Fame legend 

Fro,n Bud & Carol Billiard and 
family 

We are proud of you. 

On behalf of the 
Rivlin Family 

Congratulations to all of the inductees of the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame. 

Pappy 
Congratulations I 

We are so proud of you! 

Love, 
Giana, Mama (Erin) 

and Daddy (T J.) 

Congratulations! 

Ron Mauck 
A dynamic and inspirational leader 

A compassionate and caring friend 
from 

Dick & Mary Wolf 
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Congratulations Inductees 

Paul Billiard 
Ron Mauck 
Russ Craft 

Best Wishes From Brooke Coaches 
(Past & Present) 

Congratulations Inductees 

Paul Billiard 
Ron Mauck 
Russ Craft 

Best Wishes From "The Greeks" From Short Creek 

The Markos, Sfamenos, Basil & Tsuhlares Families 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Ron Mauck 
Paul Billiard 
Russ Craft 

BROOKE HIGH SCHOOL 
PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS AND STAFF 

OVAC ~ VAtt 

HALL OF 
FAME rro 
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Congratulations! 

Ron Mauck 
Your induction into the 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
is an honor well earned 

and richly deserved. 
Through your dynamic leadership 
and commitment, the Conference 
has become a reflection of all that 

you bring to it. 

With the utmost of admiration, 
affection and respect 

Nick Trombetta 
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Flowers courtesy of 

Bob & 
Robin's 

Friendly florist providing a personal touch 

proudly supports 
East Liverpool "Potters" 

and 
congratulates tonight's 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
inductees 

Tel: 330-385-ROSE 
510 Walnut Street 
East Liverpool,OH 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Wendy Baker 
Now as then 

Admired and Respected 

East Liverpool High School 
Class of '89 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Bernie Allen 
Recognized as a 

Legend of the Valley 
by 

OVAC 
Hall of Fame 

Classmates of ELHS 
1957 



Bud Billiard Russ Craft 

The City of Wellsburg and its residents would like to 
congratulate Paul "Bud" Billiard and Russ Craft for being 
selected to the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of 
Fame, Class of 2006. 

Bud Billiard, a Wellsburg High School and West Liberty 
State College graduate, won more games than any other 
football coach in Brooke County history and he ranks 
among the winningest coaches in the state of West Virginia. 

Russ Craft, a Wellsburg High School and Alabama University 
graduate, was an All-Pro performer for the Philadelphia 
Eagles and was selected to football legend and hall of Jamer 
Chuck Bednarik's all-time All-Pro football team. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame Trivia 
I 

By Doug Huff 

(!) Weir High product Bob Gain was the No. 5 selection in the 1951 National Football League Draft by the Green Bay Packers. No other 
OVAC product was ever drafted higher than the Outland Trophy winner from the University of Kentucky. 

(2) Phil Niekro lost only one pitching decision in four years at Bridgeport High. That was in his freshman season, 1954, when Tiltonsville 
defeated the Bulldogs,1-0, on a home run by another Baseball Hall of Farner, Bill Mazeroski, a 2004 OVAC Hall of Fame honoree. 

(3) Lee Patrone, whose Bellaire High career scoring record stood for 50 years, is the only Big Reds' product selected in the National 
Basketball Association Draft. The former West Virginia University guard was picked in the 6th round of the 1961 draft by the Detroit 
Pistons. 

(4) Bob Hummell set high school basketball scoring records which remain after 40 years. The Moundsville High luminary averaged 35.9 
points a game in 1966, a mark which is tied as the highest average ever for the W. Va. Class AAA player. His 45 points vs. Richwood in 
the 1966 state semifinals is tied for highest in a Class AAA state tournament game. 

(5) Harry Wilson was selected Ohio Class AA Back of the Year in 1962 after he helped Steubenville Big Red to a 9-1 record while rush
ing for a modern JO-game school record total of 1,756 yards. The two-time All-Ohio honoree went on to play in three major bowl games 
-Cotton, Orange and Sugar - at the University of Nebraska. 

(6) Bellaire High didn't sponsor a varsity baseball team until OVAC Hall of Farner Ed Burgy, a local summer youth baseball legend, 
became a Big Reds' sophomore. After three record-setting seasons, the fireballing righthander was drafted by the New York Mets in the 
sixth round. 

(7) Martins Ferry's Bruce Smith set an Ohio state cross country record time of 9:33.4 in winning his second straight title in 1975. Smith's 
four Ohio go]d medals - two each in cross country and track two-mile, set a standard for OVAC runners. 

(8) Wendy Baker became the first East Liverpool basketball player, girl or boy, to score more than 1,000 career points when she tallied 
1,127 from 1987-89. 

(9) Dennis Swearingen earned six All-OVAC honors while earning 10 Martins Ferry letters in three sports. The two-time All-Ohio foot
ball defensive back also was quarterback on the 10-0 record 1979 Purple Rider team, the first unbeaten Ferry squad in 20 years. 

(10) Buckeye Trail's Jeff Snedegar was runnerup for Ohio's Mr. Football in 1994 when he set an OVAC rushing season rushing record 
for a quarterback - 1,621 yards. He also passed for 1,769 yards and was in on 212 defensive stops as a linebacker. 

(I I) Bill West is the answer to a trivia question: who held the OVAC career football rushing record before Weir High's Quincy Wilson 
came along? The Buckeye Local product rushed for 5,287 yards in four seasons. 

(12) Bernie Allen, a IO-letter winner in three sports at East Liverpool, was runnerup for 1962 American League Rookie of the Year to 
Tom Tresh of the New York Yankees. AlJen played J 2 years in the major leagues after a two-sport career in baseball and football at Purdue 
University. 

(13) Wellsburg High's Russ Craft, who played three sports at the University of Alabama, is credited as the first National Football League 
player to wear the new hard plastic helmet while playing for the Philadelphia Eagles in 1951. Craft also was included in the 1995 NFL 
Films' presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD interception return of 
a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Los Angeles Rams. 

(14) Carl Hamill narrowly missed coaching Weir High to a rare state championship trifecta in 1949-50. The '49 Red Rider football team 
won the first-ever W. Va. SSAC largest class state playoff title and the 1950 baseball team also captured the one-class baseball champi
onship. However, the Weir basketball team lost a 38-37 regional title game to Wheeling High, which went on to finish as unbeaten state 
champion. 

(15) Wheeling High 's Bernie Mehen became the first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team all-state three straight years from 1936-
38. He helped the Wildcats to state championships in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0 record as a senior. 

(16) Jule Rivlin became one of the first basketball guards to run the fast break for Marshall coach Cam Henderson. In 1947, he was select
ed the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago. It included the nation's best pro teams including the Harlem 
Globetrotters. 

Photographs of this year's OVAC 
Hall of Fame Induction 

available through: 

lib 
Briggs Professional Photography 

Telephone: 
Fax: 
email: 

(740) 633-2541 
(740) 633-1311 
ebriggs@1st.net 

706 N. Zane Hwy., Martins Ferry, OH 43935 ------

56 

rE,vert {J3 rigg 5 Owner - Photographer 

Sports Action and Activity Photographs 

visit 

printroom.com/pro/briggsphoto 



2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR 
OVAC HALL OF FAME 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals 

BOYS 
Baseball: 250 wins 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cross Country: 1 O OVAC titles 
Football: 125 wins 
Golf: 10 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Swimming: 1 O OVAC titles 
Tennis: 1 O OVAC titles 
Track: 10 OVAC titles 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles 

GIRLS 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 1 O OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 1 O OVAC titles 
Golf: 10 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 10 OVAC titles 
Tennis: 10 OVAC titles 
Track: 10 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS: 
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 

successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 
Open-ended 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Must be out of school 1 O years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 

professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 

Next year's OVAC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony - Saturday,Aug. 18, 2007 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc 

George Kovalick (OVAC 'Family') 

scf~'t~l~0
;'i~ct11!B8gNJe~ri::'.tii';~1rc~>p~jg~~fL'it: ~~fitg~~~~~ft~ 

membership in numerous halls offome, including those at kent State Univeri;it)'; the 
Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association; Upper Ohio Valky Dappt:r Club; West 
Ubeny State College; Ohio Athletic Directors and the Ohio Wrestling Hal! of Fame. 

Kova!ick was selected as the first recipient (1976) of the prestigious OVAC 
Wrestling Committee:is prestigious "Mr. Mat Award," an honor given annually to an 
individuiil for outstanding contributions to the sport of wrestling. 

the ~~~~1~:i~~;:;id ~~~~dgi1~~~l/Je~;~ i3Jr~1~!
1e~=i~1

sf;-~:C~~~}~f z3J_~~~ 
coaching career. 

Among the athletes he tntorcd in hi~ school or college were al!-thne Ohio Valley greats John 
Havlicek, Phil and Joe Niekro, and Bobby JJOuglas. In baseball, Kovalick coached the Hill toppers to the 
1964 NAIA baseball championship, the only national ti!le ever captured by the school. He also had West 
Virginia Jnterco!kgiate Athletic Conference championship teams at West Liberty in football, wrestling 
and baseball. 

Kovalick not only was one of the founders of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, hut his Bridgeport 
grapplers won the first seven conference championships. In 1959, Kovalick'a Bulldogs made history by 
becoming the first 6chool outside the Cleveland area since 1942 to will a.n Ohio state wrestling title 
sincel942 to win an Ohio state wrestling tltle since. He coached six: individual state champions. 

Kovulickds other OVAC coaching stops were at Moundsville, Bellaire and Weir high schools. His 1973 
Weir High football team was a state runner-up, losing to East Bank in the Class AAA state fi11a\. He retired 
from coaching in 1978 but then served as athletic dm:ctor at Bellaire until the time of his death in 1984. 

He was OVAC Baseball Director for many ycal1l and also <li!CCtc<l the conference's mat championship 
event. 

A)on_g with his. great coaching ~now ledge, Kovalick 13/U.~ also recogniic<l as a mar\!elous competitor, 
meticulous orgamzer and a man with an enormous capacity for work. 

Cal Pokas (Mediu) 

Cul P11k,u (Bellaire High School) was another giant in the sports writing profes
sion who cut his eye teeth under Bill Van Home anil developed u1to one of the an:a's 
true newspapt:r greats in his own right 

ind!di~~~zrr~~~c:!~~ ;~~· fu:Ohit~Ii~y f~~,~~ r~tlat1iii~
1
:p~~c:ctffo~.dm 

also was assistant sports eilitor, a courthouse and political rerorter a.nil Martins Feny 
City Editor, Even alter his retirement.Cal continued tucontnbute to bis newspaper s 
sports pages with his weekly "Eye on the Buck~" column about Ohio State foo!ball. 
Pokas also Jl!!rsonally saw to it that many of the so-called minor.sports such as cross
country, track and volleyball. received iheir share of coverage m his newspaper. 

Pokas was deeply interested in the OVAC throughout his career and he devoted 
much of his spare time to serving on committees for the Rudy Mumley Charity Football All-Star Classic, 
along with compiling standings Tor the football and basketball championship races, He a!so served on a 
media relations committee for the bi-state league. 

Poka~ had a term as Jl!l!Sident of the Ohio Prep S~ Writi:rs Association, and wa.~ Lutnmissioner of the Ohio = ~ri~~'IJe~~oft:~iiJi?~i~n;~:~!~~fC::U::i/t>;~n!:i ~
08~ ~JC S61=~ 

Association; and fi]lcij u ~ on the Martins Ferry dviJ Sen'ice Cmmnission for 32 ~ until his ~l. 
Pukas' honrn:s were numerous. In 196() he was presented a Communitj' Service Awanl by United Press 

International. The Ohio fu'Jl SP.()rtS Writers AsSOC1ation named him Spof!S Writer of the Year in J 976 and he was 

givaii !?!~1
~,~tl~t~;'bt~~~s= WAk~~~o7Ft!~~d~gtiJt1 S1

do~~itdft~~2~n;~ 
Hall nf Fame. He also received service awan!s from the Ohio Valley Golf Coaches Association, the 
OVAC; Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association; Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame_; and he was honored to 
be presented the first S,p<:irtsmanship Ethics and Inte_gri!Y Award for the Eastcni D1stri_ct from the OHS AA. 
PoKa.~ was a "Mr. Mat awan! honoree at the OVAC wrestling Tnuniamcnt, along with being selected for 
Bellaire High School's Wall of Fame. He was named as the Honorary Referee for the Wheeling Park 
Tr.ick Classic because of contributioll.'l to Ohio Valley youth. 

Jim Foti (Coaches) 

Jim F11ti was a basketball coach for 38 years and a head football mentor for 20 
seasons. He already has been inducted into the City of Wheeling, West Virginia 
ifn;~gr~~~TlJf;~iit!~:;.Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and John Carroll 

a1 f~~ ·,i~~t~~~ iftc~~j ~~:{~fb!iI\\
0 
tae~gJ~ W1!~11~~rJe~t~!f C~ih~~ 

and Bellaire. Overall, Foti posted 466 varnity basketball vktones, all but 26 com
ing at OVAC schools. He coached Warwood High to seven West Virgima region
al championships and his 1967 Viking squad won tl1e state title. In IY76, his finnl 
year as a head couch and the last season before the Ohio County consolidation, 
Fou's Vikings advanced to the state tournament semifinals before being eliminat
ed. The 1975 team played in the state championship game. He had five W.Va. Catholic title-winning 
teams at Wheeling Central and guided his squads to OVAC championships in three divisions. 

In J 943, Foti had 11 24-3 record team at Central, which lost by a point while playing in the Eastern 
Catholic championships held at Newport, RJ. 

Foti's footDaU coaching career produced another 124 victories, including a 9()-.106-3 record at 
Warwood, where the Class AA school was saddled with playing one of the mm;t competitive schedules 
in the area. His 1943 Wheelinj Central football team went 9-1 and gained a Steel Bow. I berth, where it 
lost a 20-19 thriller to Roches er, Pa., at Steubenville. 

19
~~t~:~st?ff.ached semi-professional basketball for two years as he directed the Wheeling Puritans in 

Foti L-nacllcd severnl ouL~ta.ndin}) athletes during his distintuished career. Among the Central standouL~ 

t~o'n~!.~?ae:;Ji::ci: .. 3i!11:~
1
~u2':1!e:~ndbc/~~i°lctue~~Ni~i:~:rn~~r w~~i: ea,~;}~~ 

in the development of Chuck Ho.'!l'!cY., former WVU and Dallas Cowboys' great; Bob Dunlevy (WVU),and 
basketball standouts Bob Aym l VMI, Bill Kt:nnedy (Arii.ona State) and Greg Chun:h (Army). 
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Samuel A. Murnley (OVAC 'FnmUy'l 

Samuel A. Mumley (Benwood Unlm1 High School) served two terms ~ covering 
u total of 32 years -· il5 executive secretary of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 
During the second term which lasted until his death in 1999, Mum!ey helped resur
rect the bi-state league from the brink of bankruptcy to its current standing us one of 
the great high school conferences in the entire country. 

Some of the many highlights from his ~tcwartlsh1p included: Helping to estllh
lish the OVAC Foundation as a major fond-raismg arm for the conference; Securing 
NCAA l'Crtification for the Rudy Mumlcy OVACCharity All-Star Football Classic; 
Attracting major finandal sponsors tu support all of the OVAC programs. inc!ulling 
the Banquet of Chamr.ions, an awards dmncr that honors more than I J)OO athle.tes ·'\ i 
each sf.nag and provii.les more than $20Jl00 annually in scholarships; Establishmg 
W!l!tb~/Yd!:t~t.ball game which was later renamed as the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All"Star 

Mumky's response to a call of duty went beyond the OVAC as he was one of !he founders of the 
Wheclinfl Surer Six Committee, which has hostcil the West Virglnia state chumpionsbip football games 

~~~/t;\~gth!
1~lti. SJ~~~~u~n~fiet ~·ldit1~'.1~ehf ;8Iifo~~f~n~t

1
he';"i~~ Yir1\~1

~J~~s s:~:;3~~~ 
an artificial grnss plnying surface was installed at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Although awards were never important to Mumley, be was the recipient of numerous honors, TI1e 
major awai.h r.rcscntcd to him included: The Nationa!Fcderation of Officials Outstanding Service 
Awiml; Dapper Dan Man of the year; OVAC Man of the Year; and Outstanding West Virginian. 

He wa.~ a basketball official for 23 years, an assistant coach, athletic trn!ner am.I athletic director at 
several area schools, including Cameron, The Unsly School and St. Clairsville. He was also a trainer at 
his colleie alma mater, the University of Maryland, along with the Washington Redskins and 
PhiladelJJ lia Eagles. Mumlcy served on the state of Ohlo Boan! of Equity, was a member of the St. 
Cfoirsvi!le Boaril of Education and a special liaison for the Mental Retarilation Board and School of 
Hope. 

Bill Van Horne (Media) 

BillVw1 Home (Martins f'e!T)' High School), wa~ ~ dean of Ohio Valley sportswrit
ers durin" a legendary newspaper career that spanned 53 years. 

Van Home wa~ sports editor of The Times U:adcr for 25 yearn and the \Vheeling 
Nnrs-Register for 28 yeani, dl.lring which time he was rccognt1.ed by his peers as the 
mrn,t informational and influential writer in Ohio Valley his!OJ)'. 

His wmk with the OVAC over the years W.tll especially instrumental in the success 
of the wrestling, tr.ick and field and cross-country. V.m Home wa~ the second recipient 
of wrestliug 's "Mr, Mat" Awanl in 1977 and he also received the Calvin Giffin Memorial 
Tr.ickAwanl. 

I Ii~ columns, "Van Home on Sports," were =tcrpicu: chronicles of the lives of oth
ers. A giant in his field und a role model for aspiring wntcrs, Van Home wa.~ admired and rc.spxted for his integri
ty, dedication, fairness, knowledge and compassion. 

V.ui Home's CO\'Cf'~ aoo ~ for L..,rnts like the Wheeling Distance Roce (now The Ogden Newspapers 20K 
Classic), the West Vi1gmia Thinl~ Op!n and the (now defunc.1) Wheel~ LPGA Classic hclp:.d those events reach 
prominence in our area. His OOCking ah() wa.i a fJlctlX in the popularity enjoyed by the Whccling Iru:unCI\, Wheeling 
Bl= arxl Whecliog TilllIXlcminls (oow the Wheeling Nailcrs), pmfesoonaf football, biN;ctbal! w!d hlxkev teams. 

Numerous awanls and honors WL-rc bestowed on Van I-tome. The Upper Ohio Valley Dapper ban Club 
named him Man oft!IC Year in 1993; he wa.~ selected as the West Vlljlinia Sportswriter of the Year Ihm! times; 
received the Gt..'IIC Morehouse ML'morial Awanl for contributions in sportswriting throughout the Mountain 
State; am.I he was inducted into nmnerou~ halla of fome. Among those were the Wheeling Hall of Fame; the Lou 
Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame; Ohio Ba.'>Cball Hall of Fame, Minm league Pro Football Hall of Fame 
and the Whecling-Oglcbay Tenru.'l Club Hall ofFame. lie served as p~sidenl of the West Virginia Sports Writers 
Association and was a member of the Football Writers of America. Bill wa~ the fin;t sportswriter from Wt.-:.t 
Vir.Jlnla to be elected to the Football Writers Boanl of Din:ctom. He also served us &late chairman for the 
He1sman Trophy selection committee. 

Richard L. (Dick) Potts (Couches) 
Richunl I.. (Dick) P11tts finished bis career us the Ohio Valley's all-time winningest 

basketball coach with 589 career victories. 
Inducted into the Ohio High School Hall of Fame in 1983 hy the Ohio High School 

Basketball Coaches Association, Potts coached a total of 40 seasons, all of which 
where spent in Monroe County. He began in 1951 at Bethel High School. His 1957 
Blackhawks came out of the Monroe County hills at tournament tim~ and advanced 
all the way to the Ohio Cla.~s A state finals where they lost by a single point. At the 
time the school had just 13 boys in gr.uics nine thrungh 12 and all but one of the male 
students was on the ba~ketball team. 

In seven years at Bethcl, his teams won more than 20 gum.es five time~, including tl1e 27-2 miracle team 
that played in the state tournament. 

When the school was taken into the Skyvue consolidation after the '58 campaign, Potts was named 
coach of the Golden Hawks where he spent four years before moving on to River High in 1963. He 
remained at the Pilots' helm through the 1991 seawu. 

The fonner Hannibal High School athlete wa~ named in 1981 as the recipient of the prestigious Ohio 
Paul Walker Awan!, given in memory of Jerry LuCTt~• high school coach at Middletown, Ohio. Walker was 
the Buckeye State's all-time winningcst coach. 

The navy veteran, Potts was the first OVAC coach to reach the 500-win plateau in basketball, reaching 
that goal with u win over Monroe County rival Woodsfield in 1983. 

Cons idem! a master strategist and teacher of the game, Potts m3y have been at his best during crit
ical situations in post-sea.wn play. His teams won seven overtime tournament games, including a nine
OT win achieved by River against Morgan in Class AA sectional play. 

Evan Reese (OllklnlsJ 

Evan Reese (Follansbee High School) served ns un area high ~chool and college 
arbiter for more tha11 50 years. He ulso officiated football in the Canudian League, 
the United Footha!I League and the West Virginia Intercol!egiate Athletic 
Conference. 

Reese was OVAC Commissioner for both football and basketball officials and 
he was president of the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
(WVJAC) ufficials in both sports. He worked numerous state and conference tour
nament championship events throughout his long and storied career. 

Reese also was a member of the West Virginia Secondary Schools Activities 
Commission Advisory Board and he was secretary of the Eastern District Boan! of Football and 
Basketball Officials. For many years, he was on the basketball rules committee in the Eastern District. 

Today's Ohio Valley officials remember Evan UR someone who had a tremendous influence on up
and coming referees. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Murray (Offida11 

A. Wilson Murray (Wheeling High School)offidated high school basketball, 
football, baseball and track for 30 yeanJ, from 1946 through 1975. He actually 
began hb officiating career in 1942, the year after he grm.luated frum Wheeling 
High School. Murray entered the service In 1942 and !.lid not return home until the 
after World War II had ended. 

He worked numerous sectional, district, regional am.I finals in Ohio, West 
Virginia and Pennsylvania. He also officiated basketball for 12 years in the Mid-
American Conference and the West Virginia Jntercol!egiate Athletic Conferente. , 
Murray was a referee in the old United Football League in the days of the • 
Wheeling Ironmen professional football team. 

He served on the OVAC Executive Boan! and served for 10 years as the commissioner of Ille bi
state league's basketball officials. Jfo later was appointed the OVAC's commissioner of football offi• 
cials,a post he held fmm 1977 until retiring in 1985, In 1977, he was elected treasurer of the Ohio High 
School Athletic Association's Commissioners. 

Murray officiated six West Virginia state tournaments and two WVIAC tournaments. 111e funner 
City of Wheeling Treasurer was a three-year football and basketball letterman at Wheeling Hlgh 
School. He played on the Wildcats' 1940 state clmmpionship basketball team. 

Among the awanls he wa~ presented were: Ohio High School Athletic Association's Meritorious 
Award (1970); a West Virginia Secondary School's Activities Commission Awanl for his contributions 
to officiating in the Mountain State; Honorary Life Membership in the Ohio Valley Bnanl of Approved 
Basketball Officials (1981); OVAC Exemplary Service Award (1981), and an Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club Achievement Award (1982). In 1989, he was selected as the first recipient of the 
Bobby Dawson Basketball Official5' Award presented at the Samuel A. Mum!ey OVAC Charity 
Basketball Classic. 

John Havlicek (Athlete. 19so,i 

John llatlictk (Bridgepc;m High School, □ass of 1958) wa.~ a three-sport high school 
honoree for the Bulldogs who larer became one of Ohio State's basketball gn:al.'i and was 
selected one of the 50 greate,t NBA play=. 

In high schoollthe 0-5. 18{)-poun<ler was a twlrtimeAll-OVAC □= AA OOSketball 
peiformer as we I asA\!.{)hioOassA. The Bulldogs won the OVACAAcro"n in 1958. 

An excellent rebounder and passer, he nlsu scured 1,594 careerP.oints in 59/j=" 
and averaged more than 30 pomt~ per game the last two seasons. He led tl1e VAC 
in scoring as a junior with a :ll .9-point norm, including a school record 53 in a Hl3· 
IOI overtime: wm over Cadiz. 

He plaved in the Ohio North-Somh All-Star game: witli,Jeny Lucas. 'Ilie two later led 
Ohio Siaie to lhree stralgi)t NCAA championship game.'! mcluding a title their sophomore season of 19611. 

lie was an All-Easrem Ohio shortstop on two OVAC c~onship baseball reruns and batredover .41.X). He 
also stam:d in American Legion baseball and later played first base for Ohio State. 

In football, the A!l-OVAC quarterback was recruited by several co!leges including Ohio State and West 

Viil~~io State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his three varsity basketba\l seas01u und he twice earned All· 

Bi~r;fl~f~e:'llie ~~- draft choice of the NBA Boston Celtics and was also selected by the NFL 
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his No. 17 Jcniel retired. 
Nicknamed "! ondo", Havlicek retired in I 978 after I 6 NBA scasuJl5 including eight Celtic championships. 

A 13-time All-Star, he is lhe Celtics' all-time leading s.:orer (26,395 points) and was the first NBA: player to 
score I IKJO pomts m 16 coosecutive i;easons and, when he retired, lfavlit'ek had played more regular season 
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Dapper Dan and Ohio State Halls of Fame. 

Ron (Fritz) Williams (Athlete -1960,) 
Ron (Fril:J Williams (Wcir High, □a~s of 1964) was a four-year, tluec-sJX)It standout 

for the Red Rklcrs. Ile led Wcir to tlm:e stmight slllk Class AAA title games including an 
unbeaten 1962 regular season, two slllk runner·UJIS und a state title Ill 1963 (a lhree.year 
reconi of 62--8). The three-year All-OVAC and A!l•West Virginia Cl= AAA basketball 
playi.;rwas also an All•OVAC lllld AU-West Virginia football end in 1963 und the OVAC 
and West VJJginia Region I sprintchatl!pion in !he 1()(1,220 and 440--yani events in 1964. 

The 6· 3. 1 !!5jJl.!lllid Williams was the first African-American tu be named first team 
All-West Vnglrua in basketball and on!.Y the fourth person in history to be named first 
team a!J.state three times. He scored 2.W3 careerpmnts - !hen an OVAC 'big school' 
n:conl - and averaged 30.9 as a senior and 30.1 as a junior. He scored a schoul-reconl 
55 W]int!I against East Liverpool. He wa.~ namedAll·Arnerka by Jbrade and Sc/w/astic Coad1 magazines. 
Sdw)~!f/}:J::';:;ha Xjf.A~~a~ 1: ~~]. Oas!! AAA state champion,hip football team und wa, all-state and 

He played Oil two OVAC □ass 3-Atitle basketball teams (1962 and '64) and tllC 1962 OVAC track cham· 

r,ionsh1p squad. The firs! African-American recruited to play basketball at West Virginia Uni\'ersity, he still 
olds scasun and career assist re.con.ls while a\'eraging 20.J point!! for Iris carecr - six.th beJ;t in his!ory and 

leading tl1C ream in scoring and assists lhree years. Onl_y_ two WVU p!ayen - Jerry West and "Hut Rod" 
Hundley - combined fllf more P9ints and assists limn Williams, a three-time All-Southern Confcrence hon
oree anil a secnnd team All-American. 

The tw<l"time team captain is a memberofthe All-Time WVU team (!966-75 cm) and has hccn_inducted 
into !lie WVU Spuru Hall of Fame as well as the West Vl!J!inia SjXITTs 'Hall' und the Upper Ohm Valley 
Da~r Dan 'Hall'. He was the ninth overall NBA draft pick m 1968 by the San Franci5'"o Wanioo und was 
also drafted in tl1CABA fifth mlllld by the New Orleans Buctaneers. Despite not playing college foolball, he 
bone of only two OVAC muduct~ tu be drafted both_by !he NBA and NFL (Dalfas Cowboys, 14th mund). 

Williams playetl ei_ght NnA seasons - five wilh the Wardon, two with tl1C Milwauka: Bucb and one witli the 
Los Angclc~ l.akm. He SClmJ.i 4,797 career JJ)ints nni had 1,818 career assist1. He died, ot age 59, on April 4, 21KJ4 
ot hi.i home in California. The mad near his Weirton cbildlxxxl home: n:uned 'Rim (f'litz) Williams Book\•attl.' 
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Ken Alessi (Athlete • 1940s) 

Ken Alessi (Yorkville High School) was a 5-7, 155-pound basketball guard fmm 
1947-49. He stl!J holds two all-time OVAC scorlng records -1,142 points in 32 
gllJJ\es as a senior and a career per-game point average of 31.0 for 66 games. 

He was the first OVAC player tu score 2,000 career points (2,1147) after averag
ing a then-record 35.7 points a game and selling a mark of 70 points, induding 3 l 
goals. against Shadyside as a 1948-49 senior. That effort pmmptcd the national 
exposure in "Ripley's Believe-It-Or-Not." 

He also scored 65 points vs. Adena and 55 points vs. Dillonvale in back-tu-back 
games. In one game. he converted 16 straight free throws As a junior, Alessi scored 
845 points in 30 games. 

A two-time AIJ-OVAC Class A and All-Ohio Class B honoree. he was the leading vote-getter in '49 
when he was selecll!d Ohio·~ Class B Player of tl1e Year. 

A tliree-sport prep standout, he was an All-Eastern Ohio football player as a two-way back and kick
er, and he was a shortstop-pitcher in baseball. 

Recruited by West Virginia University, he played three seasons {195U-52) and was the staniog point 
guard two years. He led the team in asslsts as a sophomore while playing with 6•9 All-America Mark 
Workman. 

In 1951, he scored 23 points in a home win over Wake Forest and tallied 18 in a 77-73 loss at Duke, 
which featured All-America guard Dick Groat, a future Pitt.~burgb Pirate infielder. 

Alessi served as head basketball coach the final 12 seasons (1961-72) for alma mater Yorkville High 
before consolidation. His best team went 18-3 in 1962 and hi.~ 1970 team won lln OVAC Class A crown. 
111e '70 team featured Chuck Saus, who would surpass Alessi's career point total. 

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete. 1950s) 

BUJ Mauroski (Warren Conso!i<lated High School , Class of 1954) is best known 
for his baseball feats, but the 5-11 ba~ketball center also led the OVAC in scoring 
with a 27.6 per gllJJ\e average as a senior and was a twn-time AII-OVAC rouodball 
selection and three-year basketball starter. He earned second ream All-Ohio Class A 
recognition as a senior. 

A four-year baseball standout as a shortstop,pitchcr, Mazemski led Warren 
Consolidated to the 1953 Ohio Class A (largest class) baseball finals before falling, 
2-1 tu Cincinnati Purcell. Mazeroski pitched a four-hitter in a losing cause. 

The athlete, known as "Catfish" as a yuutl1 and "Maz" during his pm playing days, 
led Warren Consoli<lated to four straight OVAC Ohio-side baseball titles. 'I11e team 
was coached by Al Bmm:io. 

Signed by tlie Pittsburgh Pirates out of high school and summer, sandlot ba,eball, the Rush Run native 
was in the major leagues in 19.56 and became a IO-time All-Star second baseman from 1956-72 with the 
National League team. He won eight of the first 10 second ba,e Gold Glove fielding awards. 

He played in 2,163 games and collected 2tH6 hits but his best known feat is hitting game seven 19611 
World Series winning home run versus tl1e New York Yankees. He still holds some major league fielding 
reconls for double plays and assists. The Pirates retired his jersey No. 9, 

Mazeroski was inducted into the Ba,eball Hall of Fame in 2lXll and also is enshrined in the Upper Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Baseball Hall and the Pennsylvania Sports llall. 

Buckeye Local High School, a conso!i<lation which includes Mazeroski's alma mater, named its high 
school field in bis honor and a section of Route 7 near his Rush Run childhood home north of Tiltonsville 
is known as "Bill Mauroski Highway." 

Allan Homyak (Athlete· 1960s) 

A/IJn Ham)uk (SLJcim Central High Sdu:JI, Oassuf 1969) - tm koown as a recuni-&:t
ting 40-fx>int JU~ SOJ\'f lilil ~ two OOskctball i;eas(lflS, rut too lcflhankr al'ill was a 11=
SfUI starxlout JXJ-f= as a flXfhill qumtemaek and flrn baseman-pitcher in baschill. 

A 6-1, 185-f.woo loog--rnnge slming guani in th: era pia" to tlie ~, Homyak letl 
the OVAC llOO tlie state of Ohio in scx:ring his last two seascm with an illl·time OVAC recml 
42.7 average as ajunioc plus a 41.95 iauof rum. 

As a junicr,lx: settru 812 p:,ints in 19 games,including 295 gools wxl 222.of-272 free llmlW!l, 

In hi~ scruoc year,h: tallied lfl.J j'.UlllS in 22 gam:s with 346 gooh am 2J 1.uf-296 free tluuws. 
llie twn•ti!lleAU-OVAC nniAll-Ohio cager Id too OVAC recml of86 {Xlll\lS, including 4() 

gools, in a 1969 winoverTiltoosvllleand lie settru61 puinl'i toorext night against rival Bellaire. 
He settru ot wt~ puinl'i in a game 14 times nni l'J1lierl his 8(1-garn.: career with a tb:n OVAC =I 2.3&..~ puinl'i. 

The Irish \\UI tn::k--ltrbock OVAC Clas.~ M basketball titb including a 2)..2 overall =mi in 1969. 
Bl!! sa:ring effi'IIS resuller.l in articles in Sport magazine, !lie New li11k 1/nr.; wxl Sports lllmtmtcd 'Faces in !lie 

Crowd.' Hany.!k. camal Scholastic Cttt-h All-Anrrica horas nni his No. W lxme lnsketlxtll jersey was retiral by 

""-· In fro.hall,St.Jdm's also\\Ulan OVAC auwn with a 9-1 recml in 1968, "ith Homyak as nnA!I-OVAC quartcr-
oocl:. He pts.<nl for 14 tooc!mwnol that reason. 

Rccruifnl foc lxwthill by nuJll'n1l!I oo!lcges, he qxerl b:The Ohio St:ite Unh"ClSity 'Mi:re h: Jed lhe Bld:eycs in 
s::ningthreefitr.lightye:nandeannJAII-BigTon~h:nne:dlyeararrlAU-A!llerimn=gniticsiasaimiar. 

He left OSU m !lie sdioofs fcwth all-time career scucrwith I $Tl puint'i in ff) games wxl is a nrm!:crofThe Ohio 
State University Sp.:m Hall ofFanie. 

llcnryak was lhe seccrrl IWOO pick, and 261h lM:rnll, oflhe NBA's Clevclaod Cavaliers. Ile wa<; al'iO drafter.I by lhe 
ABA htliana l'ocer.i in th:: fifth roorrl, but didn\ rump.'1e in !lie pu ranks. 

Doug Donley (AU1Iete ~ 1970s) 

Doug Donley (Cambridge High School, Class of (977) Wi!!! a three-sport starulnut, 
e=lling in fmtball, track and ba.ili:tball and earning the nickname "\Vhite Lightning" for 
his blaring speed. 

On the gridiron, Donley was a three-year lettennan ot running back for !lie Buocats, fm• 
hhing witl1 a career tntaJ of2,572 mshing yll!lli. He also had 226 yll!lli recei\ing and 1,028 
yanis in kick retwns for a care.er all-purpose yar<lage tntaJ of 31126 yanls to go with 31 TDs. 

Dm1ley's foo1bal.! uccolades included first team AU-Ohio □ass AAA (1976) by both 
The ksociated Press and United Press l11ternational: F.a.srem District □=AAA "Pfayer 
of the Year'' (1976); und first teamA!I-OVAC Class 4-A (1976). 

In track, Donley won !he OVAC Class 4-A champion'illip in the long jump a.~ ajunior(l976) witl1 a leap of 
21 ft. 2.5 in. and was a double-winner Ill the conference meet as a senior (1977) - winning the lcmg jump (21-
10.75 and the 22!)..yanl dash (22.4 seconds), !1Clping tllC Boocalll to the OVAC team title. 

He earnal All-Eastern District in !he l(X)..yanl ~hand was recngnlwl as a high school AU-American in tr.ick. 
Also a stanr.klllt in ba-;kethall, Donley was Mll1JEIW by a sJXJ.Illi injury but still 1naiiaged to !;C!lll! !!) {Xlint~ IH 

contes1allihada sdlO(J!·nxord 17-rusist garre. 
Widely ret:ruited for fOO!ball, Donley attended The Ohio State University and earned first team All-Big Ten 

and hmmrable mention All-America llCCOlades at wide receiver (1980). He ranks among the Buckeye~' ull-tl= 
leading n:ceiv= in se'\lt:nll categories, including= yartls per catch (212, SCl.'Ond); yar<lagc (2,252, fourth): 
touchdown~ (16, fifth); und receptiorn (106, tied for ninth). lie led tl1C lellm in receptions fmm 1978-R{L 

Donley was a secmxi round draft choice of the Dallas Cowboys in 1981, playing four yearn in the NFL. He 
caught 55 passes for898 yanls and four1Tu. 

Inducted intu !he Cambridgi:: High School Hull of Fame, Donley is president of Adl'antagc Golf1humament 
Services in.Addi!;OII, Texas. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athlde - 1910,J 

Tim Spe11r:er (St. C!nin.ville High School, Class of 1979) nmks with the greatest run
ning hacks ever to grJCe Ohio Valley high school gridirons. Spencer - who plied his 
tmde for legendary cooch George Strnger - roshcd for some 3,144 yards and 50 rouch
downs. He scored 338 points during his R!!d Devil grid rnreer. 

As u senior, the Pumde All-American gained 1,670 yards and scored 28 touchdowns 
while his junior numbers tutaletl 1,280 rushing yards and ]8 toochdowru. Spencer's top 
prep gwne came us a senior when he rushed for 306 yards and scored six wuchdowns 
against Martins r<t:rry. All told, he scored 40 jX)int~ in that contest. 

I le ww; nwanlcdAH-OVAC and All-Ohio footha11 honors following his junior und sen-
ior seasons. 

Spencer also played basketball and run track for the Re<l De\ils,exccl!ing in the 100- and 200-IIll.1cIS. 
After his prep days, Spencer matriculated to Columbus to play for Coach Earle Bruce ·s Ohio State Buckeyes. 
The 6-1, 2IO-poumler was a three-year starter for the Buckeyes. He finished his career with 3,553 yards 

which still rnnks thin! on Ohio statc·s all-time rushing charts. 
Spem.'Cr led lhe Big Ten in rushing a.~ a senior with 1.371 yard~, eighth best in the nation. He Wa.<i accorded A!I

Big Ten hO!lOTll twice and was a second-team UPI All-American selection as a senior. 
He served as lhe Buckeyes' ccxaptain as a senior and was voted die team MVP that year. He wa.~ also named 

MVP of the Holiday Bowl a.~ he rushed for 167 yards and two TDs in OSU's 47-17 win. 
Spencer was the secoml player .selected in the United S~~ Football League (USFL) draft by the Oiica!,'O Blitz. 

After II lhree-year USFL stint, he signed with lhe San Diego Otaq,,m where he stutcd for four years at fullhm:k. 
lie !,,aincd more than 5,000 rushing yards and scored 45 touchdowns as a professional. 
Spen<:er served as Ohio statc·s running backs coach from 1994 through the 2lXJJ season. He left the Buckeyes 

for an assistant"s role with the Chicago Bears. 

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete - 19811s) 

Mitch /lamwlu (Skyvue High Schoo!, Class of 1985) was the epitome of a win
ner in high school as the two-aport, four-year lett!.'ffilan sparked the tiny Golden 
Hawks to the state tournament iu both basketball and baseball. 

In basketball, Skyvoe made the OHSAA state tournament in Hannahs' junior and 
senior seasons, finishing as the Cla~s A runner-up in 1984-85. He was selected first 
team All-Ohio as a senior nnd second team as a junior and was a two-time first team 
All-Eastern District, AJ\-OVAC and All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree. He also 
participated in the Ohio North-SouthA\1-Starc!assic following a senior season where 
the 5-10 guard uvemgcd more than 22 points per game. 

In bnsebull, the consistent-hilting and sure-handed shortstop helped the Hawks to the Ohio C!a~~ A state 
championship usu senior (1985) us well as the OVAC und PVC titles. He earned first team AU-Ohio, A!I
Easten1 Di~trict,AII-OVAC and All-PVC honors and was selected for the Ohio Baseball AU-Star Series. 

He also received All-Eastern District, A\1-0VAC and All-PVC accolades following his sophomore 
(1983) a11d junior (1984) seasons. 

After graduation Hannahs pulled off a rare "double" when his college team - Indiana Stam Univeraity -
advanced to the NCAA Division I College World Series in 1986 and that same sca.wn, he played for the Maynard 
Potit 666 team wbic.h advanced to the American Legion World Series. Hannahs was voted MVP of the regional 
tournament that season and won the Louisvil!e Slugger Award for the highest batting aven1ge in tlJumrnnent play. 

At Indiana State, Hannahs was u three-time All-Missouri Valley Conference performer (1987-89) and 
was an NCAA Division I Al!-Atnerican following bis senior year (1989). 

He was a 16th round dmft pick of the Milwaukee Brewers, playing iu their farm system from 1989-93. 
Hannahs is currently athletic director and bead baseball coach at Lincoln Tr.iii College in Robinson, 
111inois. He previously coached for seven yearn at his alma mater - lndirn1a State Univcn;ity. 

Geno Ford (Athlete - 1990s) 

Geno Ford (Cambridge High School, Class of 1993) uchieved the ultimate honor 
of II high school basketball player in the state of Ohio when he was selected "Mr. 
Ba.okethall" following his senior season. 

TI1e 5-8 sharpshooter finished a stellar four-year career with the Bobcats as 
Ohio's second all-time leading scorer with 2,680 points which also stands us the 
OVAC's all-time high-water mark. 

Ford's name also appe!!IB in the OHSAA record book in the following cate
gories: 288 free throws made in a season (1991-92), first all-time; 697 free throws 
made in a can.-er (1989-93), first all-time; and 928 points in II season (1991-92), 
seventh all-time. 

Playing for his father, highly-successfol Cambridge couch Gene Ford, Geno earned All-Ohio 
Division II lirst tcum accolades following both his junior and senior seasons. lie was also a two-time 
All-Euslem District Division II "Player of the Year" and two-time All-OVAC Class 4-A first team pick. 

Ford went on to become a four-year letterman at Ohio University, earning All-Mid American 
Conference second team honors as a junior (1996) and first team plaudits as a senior ( 1997). lie is the 
fifth all-time leading scorer at OU with 1,752 points. Que of the most popnlar players at OU. Ford 
helped the Bobcats to one NCAA and one NIT appearance during his career. 

Following graduation, he served as u graduate assistant ( 1998-99) and assistant coach (J999-21Kll) 
at Ohio University; wll.5 head coach for one season at Division II Shawnee State University (2001-02), 
leading his team to a 22-JO record and earning American Mideast Conference "Coach of the Year,. hon
ors: and served as an assistant coach at Kent State University since the 2002-03 season. 
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Amy Gamble (Athlde - 1980,J 

Amy Gamble (John Marshall High School. Class of 1982) is one of the Ohio 
Valley's greatest female athletes of all time. Gamble e~celled in three sports - basket
ball, track and womeo·s handball. 

She became Marshal! County's first Olympian when she competed with the U-"'· 
Women·s HundbaU Team in the 1988 Games held in Seoul, Korea. Earlier, the U.S, 
Women were crowned us champions of the Pan American Games. 

Gamble was selected us the West Virginia Women's Basketball Player of the Year 
in 1982 after leading John Marshall tu the state Class AAA championship. She aver
aged 23 points and 18 rebounds on a 22-1 record team which avenged its only loss by 
defeating Elkins in the state finals. Captain of the AU-State Team, Grnnble was a two-time Class AAA first
team honoree. She was chosen AII-OVAC and All-Valley three strnight years. 

She was the first JMHS girls' basketha\! perfonncr to score more than 1,000 point~ and lhe initial Monarch 
athlete to have her jersey retired. She scored 1,498 career point~. Gamble was ranked as the No. 4 girls' bas
ketball player in the country her senior season when wa~ named to the Parade. Strert & Smith and USA 
Tr.nlay All-American teams. 

Rccrui!cd by Tennessee, she played usu backup on the 1983 Lady Vu!s' sqtmd that finiM!l'U as the NCAA tour
nament IUllllefS---llp, losing to the Oieryl Mil!er-led Southern Cal powerllouse. She lelt Tennessee at the end of that 
season and tmn~ferrcd to West Virginia UniYcrsity but played jnst one season before deciding to tty team handbul!. 

After her appearance in the Olympics, Gan1b\e returned to basketball and enrolled at the University of 
Arizona. Despite having just one season of eligibility remaining, Gamble was the team's leading scorer lllld 
she earned Pacific- 10 Conference player of the week laurels. 

Her high school track career was also brilliaut, a~ Gamble set numerous invitatioual meet and OVAC 
records in the shot put and the discus. She established all-time OVAC standards in both events nnd was u 
West Virginia state chrnnpion in both events. She was a three-time All-Valley honoree. 

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athlete - 1980s) 

Vicki l'ullfo-St11ke$ (Wellsville High School, Class of 1987) is believed by many 
Wellsville residents to be one of the greatest athletes in the school's history, attest
ed to by her induction us a member of Wclls\'ille High Schoo\·s Athletic uf Fume 
inaugural Class of 2004. 

During her high school career, Pullie-Stokes collected 15 first .. place finishes at 
the annual Cal Giffin OVACTrack Championships and she was selected as the area 
"Tmck Athlete uf the Year" three times. She also earned both All-Valley and All
Eastern District laurels four times each. She was a two-time long jump champion 
at the Ohio high school state meet and was a runner-up in the 200 meters. 

In volley bu!\, she was twice selected as the team MVP and earned All-Arca {three 
times), AU-Eastern District (twice), und A\1-0VAC (twice). Three times she was named tn the AJI
Columhiuna County team. 

In basketball, ~he led the 1987 Lady ligcn; to the slllte finals. Her 27 -1 n."C01U Wellsville team ended one of 
the nation's longest ba.,kctball streaks at !08 when the Tigers defeated West Jlo!mes in tollillllllll:nt play. She 
scored more than 1,4UO point, and collected more thanPP 8(Xl rebound~ while helping the Tigers to a three· 
yearreconl of66-8. Pullie-Stokes was chosen OVAC "Player of the Year'' dmt sem;on and was a two-timeAH
Ohio honoree. She also earned AU-Valley and Al!-Arcu recognition three times each on the hard wool. 

All told, she won 11 varsity letters and was selected U.'l the American Legion 1987 Ohio State "Athlete 
of the Year". She went on to play collegiate bm;ketball at Ohio State and was a member of the 1989 
Buckeyes' squad that won the Big Ten Conference championship. She gained personal honors when in 
1990 ~he wa~ selected as Ohio State's best defensive player, team MVP and Big Ten honornhle mention. 
Twice, she was designated as the conference's player of the week. 

Additionally. Pullie earned a gold medal with the North Team in the 1989 U.S. Olympie Festival, held 
in Nonmm, Okla. 

Stephanie Petho (Athlete - 1990,J 

Steplumie Pelhu (St. John Centr.il, Clil.'ls of 1992) remains the measuring stick 
for female husketha!I greatness in the OVAC. 

The Fighting Irish three-sports luminary re-wrote the St. John Central and 
OVAC scoring books during her career on Guernsey Street. The 5-7 shuipshooter 
finished her four•year career with 2,667 points which is first in conference annals 
and stll\ rnnks sixth in the state of Ohio, 

Petho was accorded first-team All-OVAC all four years. TI1e Bellaire native 
earned All·Ohio hnnors three years, culminating by being named the state's 
Division IV "Player of the Year" following u season in which she averaged u stag
gering 37 ,I points a game. 

As a junior, she tallied 35.9 points per game in leading her Lady Irish teammates to u 22-3 record u 
berth in the OHS AA regional tournament. She was named firat team All-Ohio after scoring 910 points 
that winter 11kme. Pet ho twice cntckcd the 50-poinl plateau in a game, scoring 57 again.>! Shadyside and 
56 against Toronto. 

The two-year starter at the University of Pittsburgh carried St. John Centrnl to four OVAC champi
onships in basketball um] an overall 75-16 record. Petho was no one-sport wonder, u!so stuning in vol
leyball and track during her prep career. She earned All-OVAC in volleyhall her junior and senior years. 

In track, Pctho is one of the vu!ley's u!l-!imc great throwcra, earning five OVAC gold medals in the 
weight event~ - three in the discus and two in the shot put. Petho tossed the platter a school-record 121-
7 en route to a regional championship and a third-place showing in the state meet as a junior. 

She capped her high school career by hcing namt.'U co-valedictorian of her senior dass and she went 
on to become an Academic All-American at Pitt. While there, she led the team in scoring in the 1994-
95 season, became the career free throw percentage leader (81.4) and is 14th on the all-time scoring list. 

Rudy Mumley (OVAC 'Fumlly) 

R11dy Mumky (Wheeling High School, Oass of 1936). If Rudy Mnmley's heart 
was measured by the si1.e of his love for his fellow men and women, it never could 
have fit inside his body. 

Mumlcy, an educator, admini'>lr.lloc, humanitarian, dynamic mganU.er and charity fund. 
rniser, served the OVAC and the rest of Ohlo V.illey in many different, but bl)Cciul w.iys. He 
w.is a two-time president, charter mcmlx:r of the conference ·s Foundation Boon!, rervcd on 
the football und basketball commitrecs rn!d WM the ruganizer and long-time garne din.,:.1& of 
the Olio-West VIJl7nia Olllrity Football Classic. Tot: rnid-summcr ull-sta!'fontball clash was 
renamed in bis honor in 1986. He ulso served as OVAC president during the I 967-68 school 
year. Tu hclp the game gct off the ground, Mumlcy once 1oortgaged his OO!llfl to a:hicve the finara:ing needed for 
the inooguml OVAC-sponson:xl contest in 1972. He ulso was a gn:at supp;xlf:r oftflfl OVAC wrestling lllllmlllllflln. 

A graduate of old Wheeling High School and West Lil:erty State College with u master's degree from WVU. 
Mumk:y served in the Air Foru: during World War II and was i=Jlled during the Kc=.in conflict. He taught in 
Powhatan, Shadyside rnxi Smithfield High Schools before lri1g appoin!cd principal at Wam."11 Consolidated High 
in Ttlronsville in 1964. Rudy later served us principal at Ymkvil!e High. Luter, when die Buckeye Local School 
Dil>1rit.1 was fomnl, he n'Carne principill at Bllekeye Sooth and remained there until his retirement in 1979. 

Mnmley, who wa~ born in I 918 and died in I 999, also provided great service to tlie Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Club rnxi his collt.-ge ulma muter, West Liberty State. Rudy wa~ 11 member of the Dapper Dan Boan! of 
Din:cton for M~ne 25 .)11.'U!li rnxi Wl.l!i banquet w-chaillll!lll six times. At West Libt:ny, he earned II r.ut: honor as 11 
tKITT-athk.1e when lie was inductal into the !iehonl's Athk.'l:ic Hall of Fame in 1985. He was president of the 
Hil!lqlpers' Alumni Association and the Foundation. Among the numerous honors he received include: tlie Robert 
McKelvcy Awanl and Man of the Year honors fmm the Dapper O.in Oub; WlSC Gold rnxi Black Achievement 
Awunl rnxi tlJC Colk!,,e Pn:sidcnfsAwanl, along with the Warwood Lions Ooh 's Citiien of lhe YCar Award in 1981. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Agnes Timmons (OVAC 'Family') 

A,- n-ii:u<Scio Hlifi Scb:ol,Cl.na of 1942). Thill~ llwd~ 
~ girls' lmketbr,ll tmn, at Bame•;ville Hlgb SchJol. In 1946 when ~ ~ oo 
~girls'~ Cc.ocnbc:rmxihollheOVAC. She wma pb'~ 
lcal educnlion ~ .Ill th:: ~. nfa" hllvina gliltbed fn:m Dcnum Univmlty ln 
Cbnville, Orio. 

'lbmtDa:! wmlo.leretl It p:ut of h:::r job 1111 e ph)'I al lca:m" to orp:d:Ze wb:W--er ll!hletk 
1e11ms sh: cwld h:cwse she v.ansed the ltirh to have ~ ~ and experien:e lhe 
fun of pbyln; Cfpniw1 ap:m. Sh: WCJili pll W111i lel'ICheB from~ ildnJb in 1h: lrca 
~ ill doina lhe ~ lhing lo r.chedltle ~-'Jbry e1so ial lo hire tlrir OWll oftl. 
dab lOI p;o',U ~ to lhe game Illes. 

T.uJlll!I ~~alb- I~ lo l:qki ~ 11 mnly.Afa'imilg fcuchillirl,die Jt!l.m:d lo iEf a:±mg 
iin:I cra:±mg cn:cr Ill ~ In 1962. 1kmui:'I ooa:ml ~IDi ~-ttnigh it Wll:lll't ldil Jwr 
or Im t1:mtm IX 11,'lt!I ci:a:t'n,d:mn:ina cq.mltp:It:1~ focgh:b.She Ml PSlr;c,;l by dl!ll OVAC cuc
W','I: !mCtl!')' Sam.Mwtley toooslm:iacr,oe ll.'lilmn:cJihefir.;tcoobm;e~TI rl:m:tpimsbi:pll"Umlrat 
\lrWJ was held nt ~ High. Tumrua ci:am.l balb::thill ml lmCk. IXllil \I.di DD lhe 198J'1, but ca:xiooed 
1cr dDtCI ~ th:: ruJeyt.D 11:a1:11 LUil in rct1rerrm mn letdJin& in 1991, Sb: al5o cca:m..1 IOftblil roc c:o: ~ 
,;,,mi m ~~ D:DlliC lhe talotal yooih nho wme,J 1o ~ a a ~of the lmCk. ml 6eJd ttDn. 
TIE, 5dool distrn Mmlt:dy ~ that to~ if'Jlnm:unaB:ml lxidl lfUU, ';lrilch sbedid. 

E~ uby, Tmnuis rcnmlm cio,e lo the &oxsvrn: lllhldlc pogrmn. TIIoodi this psst~ sb:: laYCtl as 
the onnnn:r fr lhe Siwmw' ~ IIM girt, ~ ~. ti well r.s for the kim: wlk-jl:IIID ~-str 
WO J::m bcd:J the m:n::Jl.lll(ff n1 Jll(t of dr WDDliDce for the OVAC vo&ybeil ~ ll O"tU 30 yan. ut5t 
wtoctr, lhe tbea BO-year-Old Tll!IlDn wm c.l!b1 bnck lnlo the co;;dtln11 Jllllb 'Wb::D Ba:rrl5ville nccdcrl nneone 
kl~ W ffl the mlkyhtll ~Agncs cx:utai the~ and durugbly O'.l)Jycu the experim:;:e. 

Her IJ:ilcl tcmn, MR poemial a:umicn roc OVAC tilm III! ,even! vo&yhtl1 am lldviiro:rl to th: distm. 

Bob Burton (Coache,) 

RobmW. (Bob) BIUW1' (Magoolia High School,~ of 1957) c:oachcrl w:eral. 
apom at P!lden City High School, but l.s most mnember for a ~ 38-year 
cmccr ns Im boy,' bailitbmJI coach ( J 963-200 I) ~ he amirued a rttclfl1 of~ 
327 

Doring hi! tenure, the Wildo;at, woci 21 ICCtlooal champioruhip:,; eliht ~elonal 
tit.lei; finbhtd a1 Wde runner-up twice (1972 mid '82) nnJ cnprured the We¢ \lliginla 
au, A~ twice (1973 and '87). Pwcn Oty bad 28 wlnnlni: 5e11S01n 

IUllb- BllfDl, mdudlng nine: 20-w!n cmnpalgns, mid won fl\~ OVAC ~ Adwn
plonwps (1971, '75, '92, '93 and '94), 

eunoo received the We& Vrrglnla "COoldi of the Year'' roaoc in 1986 acd was sdectetl to coach la the 
OVAC AJ[.Star Bcietbeil Cbwic aevctnl tlmel !IS wen !IS the Weit Vaglnla NortlrSooth AU-Sw- GmK: 
In 1987. He was fl membcf of the WeA \lbilnia BMketbwl Coack, Associatlon, the SWe ~ 
Commltsce mwl the OVAC Bnskctb&1 Commlnee. 

BllrlOll l'lho ae:rved u 11n e:smlml coach In football a.t: P!lden City for 18 year,,5Cn'!ni Oil the Wwkw' 
5tDll'wrini: two sta1e ctwnpiomhlp IC.UOlll (1970 tid '79); cmched track for nxR thzm 30 yean, win
ning aevernl OVAC Class A mid lntn-State ~ ~; COICMl crou countty for two y= 
and golf for ooc 5CIUO!l; wu ~ ba,eb,\ll co:idi for three yi:.am; and q:,cnt more than ll decade M alh
k,tk _,,,., 

Al an athlete, Burtllfl Wlll a threc--sport lllhletc at~ earning all-West \/1riio:la hco:n in fuo!ball 
In 1~5. At the~ level, he Wll:I also a three·lp0!1 perf~. plllyillg football at Km State Univenity 
and tbcn football, bwelbiill and~ after trmufaring to West Ubc:rty Stak: College ~-here he SJl!duat
ed In 1961, He then received ll mulcr'1 dc:.gri:e In cducluloll from West Vuzinia Univcrllty ln 1968. 

John 'Corky' Vrotsos (Coaches) 

Job "CoriJ''Vni(sm (Ma:rt.lnl mry Hlgh School, Ow of 1946) oot only lmlilt
al the SJU' of wintfini.: llt bia alma OWtt, he quktly embllihal hi=lf 41 Cff of !he 
prenuer mat coaches in confcrma:: hlstofy. 

Vrroot guldal the Purpk Rider~ from 1957-68, lending hJJ team to ICVcn 
comc:cutl11e OVACTu.lmimcnt chmnpduhipl (1961-67) akni with ru. &ttalgb( Ohk, r 
Oi5trict T~ tille:'I. His turo.'I ~ ran1zd la the top JU in the 11aai: foot~ 
(1959, 'f,O, '6.3 and '64) llJld the best finiYI Ill the ltalc tournament win fl fifth pllCC 
effort In 1960. 

Durillj bci lc:DWe, ~ COlldled 41 OVAC ~ and 41 Ob:lo Stale 
Toummnent (j1Qlif1a11, lm:hallng 10 1tme placc-wil:mc:n w;d ~ 5tme champlon (175-
pounder John Scorrlos in 1964). fcll'y'1 ifual meet~ dmiug the \lrotJos year, WM 85-20-1, ~]Lldini 
imbcall'n ICmOm In 1964 ant.I '67. 

11:r initW loouctce into th: Martin'! Pmy Hldl School \Yr?;$lllnJ lWl ofFIIJIE in 1994 ant.I !he 1'178 rrop
leot of the OVAC w~ Tounwncllt'i "Mr. Mat. Award", he scncd u tournameol dlr?ctcr for the 
OVAC, ICCtlona.l mi district t:oom.ama:tts afttt yk.tdlnr the cooclri:nJi JXJSl. 

In oddltlon la 1Cf1/ini M beat! ~g coach, VrCUOI WM abo an~ In football aod tmck foc the 
Purple Ridcr!i. He wu oo the footbill i;taJJ dlsiog Ferry'• run of tbr= ~ UDIJe!enkd seasoru (l 959-
61) llnd four OVAC ~ (al5o 1963 ). 

A, an~.~ 'NU a lhree-yiar Jeumnan In football an1 bru.ketball nt ~ Fclry. ln footl:ml.l, ~ WM 
fl~ WU2' qendary rnadi flied Thnia:I, ~ylng ccnteJ and li!Ebacm oo the 1944 and '4."i 
OVAC charwxmhiP l:Q\IAW, eamlng flil-;.:ord"~ "AA ' booon ns 11 5Cflior, He played guard In butetball 
uno:Jer OOIICtiti Aoyd B~ ud Rniph Ommll. After ICn'Ulg in the mmy, Vrobol then attenhl WC5l Liberty 
Sllde Coiqe, ~ la 19."il. He win a tl=-yw- \'llf!lty fOOlball player for the Hill tiwcn ud a=n
ber of two uodriutal lc.lOl:'I thaI played In bowl p!l]CI. (SIU(JU')' Mowualn Bowl aod Pytlrilln Bowl). 

Walter Hell (Offldatsl 

W4'ttr Hlll (Bellalre Higb, Cla.u of 1923) wa1 re11anlcd ~ one of the dcr.ns of 
Oblo Valley offidttlng thanh to a c= that~ some 38 years And in wived 
\hreceiportll. 

He began a,• basl:ball umpire in 1926 then P<ldetl football in 1928 and badet
ball hi 1929, woding COUlll:kl3 ~ Wttll flnaily hanaing up bis wbrnk: at the 
.11ge ol62. 

}kJl offkiatal football IIOd ba:5kethall 111 the high 1ebool, collei::l.!lte and profes
llooal levels. He worked five West Virginia Hl.;h Scllool S~ Tournammts, five 
weu Vugi11ia Cntholic Hl'11 Sdl(X)] Swe Tournlll1lCJUJ llllli three w~ ~lnla 
IDICreoUeaiatc Athktic Conference Tuunwnenui. lie lillO officiated in the liefOJ-pm Coutlnental. 
Football LC.!lgue, which featured the Wheeling Ironmi:11. 

He wu a member of the Ohio Vitllcy Board of Offidal,, the Wei;t \llrglola Off1d!lb Association .!lrK.I 
the lntematioll.!ll ~it.don of Approved 8tikcthall offid.11b Md WIii 

hoooml for length of ~vlce by e.i,;b of tbe8e oq:anizatioru. 
After retiring ns Dll IICl:i\·e offidlll, Heil .!ISSWiled the role of commissioner of both basletbaJI ruxl foot

ball offkl.im for th: Olllo Valley Athletlc Confercoce,.11 [l(l'>hloo be heW from 1965-70. 
He we., a chaner member of the BeUaire High Athletic Wall of Fame IIOO lhe 1998 m:ipient of~ 

OVAC'1 Robert Dawson Officlal,'Aw.ud. 
Heil woned for Weirton Steel Corporatlon IIOO wa1 e. reshJent ofYod-ville untll hh &a.th In 1970. 
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Doug Huff (Medial 

Douw Hfl/f ~ Hldi Sdn:,I, ~ of 1961). Tub onti\'e of New Man.Ins.ville 
lm been ~ 'PlfU m:e 1h: ¥ of 12, his fia;t "j.:tt being w!tb lhe m.-tuf Dmwxmt, 
ll '4ttily pafCI' ll1 his lunett,;,m, Huffjcinal ~ {rudJigmcrr 83 ~ 1pm aikoc 
b:J. 1967, II J)OWOO lJ: he)d UllliJ J97B wb:nlJ: Wiil ll!Dim.1:1 timt~•~ lpOl"Uew'IJr, 
remimring In that i:mtt.o Wlli.l h!I retimtm: in IWJ. He p,.",iowy wa, '{UtSedita: of 
1h: Fainnonl limn and wa:lo:rl oo the 5PJ1U !!Iliff ci It£ Dominion N= hi Mcfgdown. 

While lhe iJKm elm of~ I~lli~, Huff OOginabl.AD-¼lky &yl Baw:thlll 
IDl &ac:ball ida:tmJ It! 1:f!·,ti:! 1h: av Ail-Sp:m Schrl and Alhldl! AWllllb m:1 
lh:AO-OVSdrlar-A!hkt . He~Clil Valk)'andWo.t Vaglniarecmb 
for kuball.~ a:lll bi:!dJall,mtg with~ 1lllCJial C() OVA£ l!drols,a:u:h:::s wd imllelcs. Since 
1979,h= ~ been th::i fuca.tti\-e Seaewy-Treasum-oflhe W.Va.. S{QtJ Wrilcrii ~ afkr having f"e"Vi-
oosly ~ ~ th::, pmht an:i li:xllhill ml---wte ooanl cbaimiall. Huff .t.-lCI b oo th: &ad of Dirccl::n of lhe 
Focottdl\Vri:kn~ciAlm::rntnltheNEflmalS~&.S{Qts WrllcmM'loCiallon. 

Ainoug th: rumemm booors h= Im td:rlevet.l hrluJe: Induction h:m the Natiorw High SdnJI. Sjnts Hall 
of Pmnc: (IWJT, 5'ate ~ wrikr oftb: ~ ~ tina:; West V1Jiin:ia Uni\=ity SdUJI of .Joumalwn PJ. 
Rt'Cd Um Al:tlb~ Awanl (1999); M.ip:illa Hh.il SdUJI A1hletk Boorkn Life Adlievemci:tl Awmd 
(]91XJ); W.Va.. Spau Wrilm ~ Getr ~ Awmtl om): Upper Ohio Valley~ Dan 
Club'1 Robot Mcicel'o'C')' Awinl(l994). 

Heb 1h: wdu ci 5ratJ ii Welt. V~ "'A Pnnzii HiiHy" (1979) ml aho cl lhe Nri:md ~ Sdm 
R:dmllznl~Rm::ttl Ba:bCIDI-XOZJ.D::uj:ab:Jm--.aturu"lb,t,>1oWNd\Sp.nsoo1V...Am~ 
k."Sin;:e 1'175,llelm !J!Cll•highdn:il~aluc:iSbm.llDI.So::ilhn::ogazin::mla:upb mdr~ 
100 ~ Ail--Ama:i:li lc2IIIll b-fmh!il, OO'jl' tembal:J ,n:J t.:blll.AJ!tn¢ rctmi fim1 The hell, Ile COO
ID.IC, lo ahnJ: • ou:ftteal ad~ wcd:ly cobm,lb..lll~~mth::, i:mntltrO'lgS IDiraudsall
UfrT Stid:n 5JKm tn:~..i ~ lwl:lllll znl b:,y, bwlbtll ftda:tm, b-Pa-a,:ie £Di EA 5pm. 

George Strager (Coache,) 

GffJfJ:' ~ (McKc:csp.:rt. Pa. 1-llgh SdJJOI, Om of 1943) bas often been calbl 
the "Ihm" of Clrio Valley ~ -.-flool. fcotbaJl com:hcs ilizd3 lo II highly-m..ceufuJ = thal iplllntl~ 38 ycm {l9»-87) at fi11e(iffc:i;eD1: !dxrlJ. He~• c:iu=r 
cudtlni: re,:;ml ci246 wins, 11."i k.,sso and IS tl,es whkb lllXJll III tb: 1111.~ Vl1ley 
~ uanl crlplal in 200-I by by Orco5tl. of WoodsfieU'Mo!lr Ccr:ml. 

Slnrigel"'1 a:atJinj CIIJoe:f tqw\ in 19:'j) ll tiny 5RmiJ1e 1-Iq:h Sdrtl,llll.-,g a 42-
22-3 ta-ad kl - 211.'DlS dee 11Di k:wDg 1h: 1p lo tb: Vie,t Yqtinia. dim A 5lllle 
~ In 1953. He nv,,:d oo ID Chblug Nooe Orne HJ&h fct" iu )'el9 m i:cd 
(oj;bAlJ £Di ~ Wld:i (1957..ffi), giing 24-10 C() 11:e gtillm IDl ~ th: ~ 
hill am 1o th: v.bl Vap;i:nia Clmi A ltllc ~-Nol can:r a t!Ee-)'CM" 11D. Jt ~ O:riral Gitb:J& 
(1961.6JJ v.bi:hfc.Wrn:ltwouoodealrd~IEIISaD EnifllIIID:t:#21-9-1.lle 19621eam ~loOa:but 
Qdrlicinlhe~WotVRgimteaa-d;;;~~gmr.tulherr.ttyea~·•lezl:n~ 
1ml lo!& lo win th: crown. Up eel "' a five-year lb}' al Czd:ruge HlP:h (1964-6!!), JQtinii a 2'-23-2 rtanl. 

He then be£11D fl ~gcn:wy 19-yem nm 111: St. Ollh-nille High in 1969, tumlog Im trndenwk "belly l!CrieaM 
toll ra:ord ofl3+51-9 tme. Hil Red Devil kam1 [DS1al thn,c unlcfellcd ueasa:l! (19{JJ, '7ll lni '85); tbe 
1983 rq..wd ee.mal 1h: ICOOOl'1 fu&-ever trip to the OHSM plliyoff5 wd 1h: 1986 an all tb0 way ta lhe lllllc 
Kmiflnab bcfe1e 1o&inlJ .11 ta:Jt-l:.-em:r to~ Falls Kmml:i. 

Stta&er'• IDp iulOl"1 iJrluo:bl lntlocrion Into the Odo Hlah School Foctball Coaches Hall of Fii:nx In 1998; 
Otlo Vallry Foothill O:a:fa As.n::bim Hall of Fume In! 991; ~ 11.1 OVAC Coi!di of the Yeitr In I '179 
and '87; and iemgrmoa by tbe Dafver DM1 ctooofthe ~Ohio ¼Dey in 1992. Henbo ccecbetl In the 
OVAC All-Star Charity Foott.11 Oauic twice ( I om .oJ '87). 

A gmwN:C of s.lem rulqc, Stngcr ~ away in 199:l, oot bu lllCUQ)' llve:s oo In the krnl of 1h: 
George Stragtt Mcm:rial Foob,ill C11fqJ w:r:I Scrulanb:lp l'mgfwn m well u the "Oa:Ige Stragi:r Evening 
with theSun"dlmerheldinCOD. • with theOVACOmity Ail-SlarFoothill a-ic. 

Chester Grossi (Ofllclabl 

Clta,rG,tai ~Hip5dm.C1ecil9'J:l)bepi~iD l9-U.,c!ninq1ob:: 
~lhlbJ"D:lcffidDJaby~iuuirWalt:rHdll:ccaJrrIHl)'i:fil;-:mlP.Jbc:a:tbt 
cilelothemiarylhft. 

HllWcir;pml!?Wbimmcrlh:MJ:ldci~,tuooly lnfootbill,tum.:JlnJm. 
ldwJ. in! tmd. Herma! fnm ~ Jn !'Ml Gfn45 yco. On:ri lh:B: JClll",h= 
wc:d:ai IIDI}' ci:m:1 znl ~ IJ.llll(lDI ?J"CII Ill well llS 14 J;ia, lUTlllrrm in OO'i
b:d:inlla:lllJ21;1a:6nabiD~He!W~~\\btVirginiaCilidicSIMeDll
kffldlinlbJd:ul(ia;ufsmam wc!legimes intbe\Vs Ynpil,~Adtblc 
Oni=i::c in! th: Umcd Fcdbd lnl;;.,le. Heb fllife n:i::ob:rcitheCtio ~ Bow.of 
O!IkasEnik \\bt \lqi:iafixbllEni~Offi;:iah'~HcWIDtb: lWlnript,tdUOVAC• - °"""'""""'' - ..i-lunol byd< UJ,r,Ow """'°""" o.,ru,, ~ m ~ it Vkif, OR»;i ~ idhlD D' cadi a.l l--bnii frml 1936-)) a:rl w:ing du tine, the Ra! riJcn 
wooDwrigliprc,,Heia:en-rrl.11bJll::el~klWcslU:atySCulc~,;,,h::Jeh=~bCca:hh:: 
Ba1cll ii 1941 tnlafw\\tnJW.ll 

He griwmi frtm \\bt Li:aty widJ .!I takh:'1 ~ in pikbl. ilCEIXe, ~ lo 'M:i!" Jiiui Sduj a, .!I 
mn::r im ~ ccn:h. He ldl: th: ('llDD:Jl fEld 1o mer Ii-□ the lnvcstnm m1 lm.m1::e ~ in J9ro. Hc 
rctllDu:tiveinllllll)' chi;, limml u:I IEl"\'ll: ~ Hc ii ~cithe Wrilmimuxli,:: citb:: ltila1 
&n, in!~ c:i Arrm::a,il:fVe:5 oo !he Bw:tl c:i~ cl the fial:nl'IIANciilloo ..i i,m ~ rdm
al ~rJ. !SD~ a tmtm"cithe b:ml cilhc llJtzr Ctio Vi&y llaian ~ Fcslwl; tie ¥kkm Quril 
37)4 lwgl:a c:i uutDJ1i tnl Ill cfilu c:i their faril D:grcc: a Efe n:cttu ti fut [0 ci the Americin ~ 
1xud m::otx:r ci GJ:r{l m USA; 1hc 1M-ilm Eb; .inl is II in:n:b:r c:t ti: Wc:sl U:cty StEie Oxq funbm's 
Anzn;;:e~Hallc:ifuirCmniac,~Alhleck: Qbinl11 ifencrb::rcitb:Abml.AJa::datm. 

He Wa'I lJJh;.td DJ tbe \\btl.htty SIJlle ~ J-hJI c:f~ ad- iuuaJ by the \\bl VRgiDa Nctth:m 
O:mn.ri:yO:iqe'sW:rni Regi.:ml.O:rrp.t!I frr"hi, ~ ulaIJ:lllD)' !ICM:'C. 

Alex Groza (Athlete. 1940s) 

AJaGnx:i,(Mstlm Fmy Hi~ Swd,0-of 1944). Thi, 6--foot-7, 220-poondi:r 
Jal the Purple rudm la two ~ght u:odeicDla1 regular JtllJ()llS in basb:tbill 111J.:i kl the 
Ohlo$1BE~bodJ}'Cm'l,Mart!rnFerry finrihal24-J in 1943 allll26--1 lhe foJ. 
bwwg 5CUOO.. The Pwple Riders Woll the firr,I: OVAC C1IISI AA bouk.etbuil chompi
oruhlp in 1944 u Ornza ICOIO:I a \-alley reconi 628 poim (11 mad: lak:I' bRhn by 200-I 
OVAC Hall of P~ lndudee KenAbsi). GmZ.11 laJrerl 41 v,. Tibom¥ille. He was an 
alJ.-confereoce IIOO .U-Oblo lirst--klDO lldedb:J. 

Alel Wll5 th: IDp sa:n:r an:i rebouoda oo lb: Unl\'er.Jity of Kattucty', ''Pabulow 
Fr\'e," \IJndJ wm bod.:-to-biiclr. NCAAtitb in 1948 and '49, wllh Orora h=in: ll!IITiel.l 
lhe tooman:Jc:nt MVP bolh Jellfl, He WIIS fl ~-time all-Soutb::astcm Cmferencc 
chou Dnl a two-tlrre =All-Amann.He !lC1 22 i:ndlvklual SEC recoo.n. Ci= w.11 ranb KVOilb 
on Kenndy'•~ ICIIing list with 1,744 pants. Alel'! pry mmJba (15) was retired by 1h: 5Chool. 
OrozaDnlfourofhlA UK teammatet- Rlllph&ml, Wallll.:eJora,OlffBaru:rand KemyRoillu,- WOil 
• gold medal Ill US. Ofyi::oplan., Dt the Lcnioll Game, in 1948. Groza. in 1949, WU IIWlC..I !he Heiml 
Fotniution 8ukctmil Playtt of lhe Year. In fl 1950 As8ocia1al l'reu nadoowlde p.'.111 of lfUU writr::rs ,elect
ing the ielldJn;il albletes oft.l::r, half=Ak:x on, chosen ll'I one: ofth: five top-n:tal tmlr.rtbill J)lllycn. 

In the NBA, Groza averaged 22j la I XI p;n ~ with the~ Olympians in l9SO .00 
'."i I. He cruch=tl I3elbnnlne (Ky.) fmm 1959 throum 1966. Th:: dJool ooil never won ll bwctml.l 
chw-qllcmhlp befe1e Gruz.i·s tenure. lk Jal tb:: Knights to~ Kentucky lutenullcgiate Athlctlc Conf~ 
regular r.c:as()fl IIOO tounDr:aJt title In 1963, after ,;r,mch he WlG flUITu:I the lcaiUC cooclJ oflhe year. 

Oro.a illler K:rVal a, tusin:M ~ en.I then nssiald lo 1h: msi:b:t tf tte ABA's Kmocky Cob:ds 
h:fCR b:umoggm:cl ~ri:d-.:Sao ~~riw:,kn•"llil thefrwduse rok.bi. Helh:a ii=,:rlasOM 
ti fl (n:{cssil:nil l'Dlk)bill ICml for CO: )'ell" bd'"CR joining &'-,'ld:b Metals Jn ('JTT OS .!I Jepxd .Y.ie! n:i,;r;oager. 

Gmz.a died of hmg CllllCa" at ru.'l hoow: in San O.:go-C() f:immy 21, Jg.)5, 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (Athlete - 19s0sJ 

Charlrs I~ (Chuck) llowley (Warwood High School, Class of 1954) was a first team 
all-West Virginia and al!-OVAC tackle in 1953. He lettered in football, basketball urnl base
ball. As a teenager, he also competed for un indcpcrnk:nt A!I-Amcrica boys b')'1Il11!15!ics 
gm,,p. 

'lbc West Vlll\inia Uuiversity gm<luate is still the only Mountaineer athlete to let~r in 
five sports - foolhal], gymnastics, Wll!Stling, t,,lCk and swimming. In football he played 
guani, center, and linebockff while eaming AU-Southern Conference laurels three stmight 
years. Also the long snapper on special teams, Howley was selected as a thittl-tcam All
American his i;enior year. Howley, at 6-2, 220 pound'l, was considered to be one of the 
fastest linemen in WVU history. He started in three college all-star games - East-West Shrine Grune, Senior 
Bowl and the College Football AU-Star Grune. He lettered for the Mountaineers on the trm11poline in gymnastics, 
a heavyweight in wrestling, sprinter and 11..-cightman in back and a 1.llver in swimming. In 1957, Howley was 
selected ll'l the West Virginia Amateur Alhk'te of lhe Year. 

He was an NR. fm,t-mund dr.1ft choice (1958) of the □11C:ii,,o Bcar.i - only the lhinl Mountaineer selcctc<l in 
the opening round. He played a ye-.u: arnl a hulfin 01.icago before being sidelined by a serious knee injury. Howley 
was back home in Wheeling wOOOng at a gas stalion in 1961 when the expansion Dallas Cowlx1ys tr.idcd two dmft 
picks for him. llie ex-Beardcdded to give ii one more try and wound up stmting at OUL\idc linebacker 12 years 
for the Cowboys, earning all-pm laurels six times. He starred in two Surer Bowls. llie 1971 game saw Howley 
intercept two passes and recover a fumble to earn MVP honorn in a 16. 13 loss to the Baltimore Colts. I le remains 
the only player 01111 losing team lo be selcded as the Supt..-r Bowl's most valuable player. In 1972, he helped the 
Cowboys win Super Bowl VJ over the Mimni Dolphins by in!Clrepting a Bob Griem: pass to set up u toudulown. 

Howley is a member of the West Vrrginia Sports Writers Association, WVU, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 
Oub am.I City of Wheeling halls of fame. 

Mike Sherwood (Athlet,. 1960,) 

Mike Sllernvod (Bcllain: High School, Class of 1967). lllis soft-sjmn athletic great rates 
wi!h Bellairc High's ull--ilire stalwllrts in OOlh football arxl bu.<Ja:nx\11. 

Ile quruternlCkl.,tl the J9flj Big Riili toa 9-1 Sl:.lf()IlWJa!Cnicrforcooch DooAult. It n:nWns 
aiguably one of the best JXCf1 grid team~ in Ohio V.dley histuy. Sh:rwo:d led the OVAC with2!l 
TD pus;es !hat fall us re complctcd 73 of 110 pll.<\Se!I for a ffi.4 p:i=iragt: arxl amassed more 
than 1/1(X)y-Jltl,; withonlyfourintenx:µioos. 

Hew.ti just~imp=.sive oo thehuru\1urlfcclegendary ccu:hClain:Gibl:6. fu :rn\X:l--s!nx
ing 6-1 guanl wasatwo-ycarst1rtafocthe Big Reds Im~ the llUJ..p;>intplalt::au while 
eamingAII-Oloo lno-s.He uvcragcd25J lX1ffl agaire in lealing the Big Ro:ls lou 17-4 nmnl. 
As a junior, re averoged 25 p:iints JU gan~ He poored in a cawr--high, arxl ochool-ltUlld, 59 p:iint.'I against Gucm<cy 
Stred riv.II St. JIIlll Ct::ntral.. He was WSO seleaJ.xl fccthe Ohio Nrnl;.South Baskeiliill Cb;.'OC. 

fullowing his illusnirus JRP canu, S!uwond a::u.µcd a frx:imll ~ip lo West Vll};inia Univcn;ity, wlrre his 
father l'aiier pla)'OO.Aftcr~ on the fiw.hman ll'am, he 6tUrtCd at quarteih:cl:. for three $($(lffi. As a SUjrunurc, 
re ~ fcc oonr 2f»J yarns while C&llblishing a sdm rea:nl with 416 yanls against riV'.11 Pitt, oornplcting 27 of 37 
JmSes. Jie fmi<h.,J the year r.mk!:d I Ith in the rufil(Xl, avcmging 198 Jn>Sing y,nds a gairc. loo Mountaim:rs went 7-3 
!hat full. ~uxl led the r.fountain= lo a 25.7 reconl in his three yc.ars, indt.rling u J{).. J nllllk arxla fuclt Bowl win 
hissenicrsc.a.'Dl.Hestillr.mbamongWVUcanuleaminlotllntlCfl.'!C,pll.'!Singyruds,~1sscornplctiuosarnlat1cm(lS, 
ID pis.=,~ efiicieiry Im =nplctiori ~-He was seh.1ed lo play in the 1'170 Blue--GrayG:ure and won 
the Im E. ~Awanl die sarrc year. Sherwood w-.a al'Oscb:tcdA!I-East by UPI in 1970.Amemh:rnf theAII-T= 
WVU 1950-fflFr.itrum,Stuw<nJ was inductoo into the WVU S1Xlrtll HallofFmniin IWl. 

After gr.ruitioo, re stayed oo at WVU arxl was a gr..-Juate assistant fee Bdtiy Bowd::n and Fnmk Cipletli. He went to 
Bdhuny Cdlege to serve !l'l ctfcnsil'C ixndinal!rfu:m Jg]4-78 wili his high !dro. md!,[U!Ault. Sh:rwo::rl re!Unnl 
to his JRPalmallllli:r,!'a"'.ingastheBig Rms'hfaimrlifu:m 19&:Wl4,registl'ringa26-12-2nxx-.d.He wasnann.11:a,iem 
Disnia On:h of the Year in 1982. He traure the adnil's flllm diredu" in 1984 Im is cunently the high adiool. (liociµil. 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Ath1,1,. 1910,) 

John Fil/iet. (Magnolia High School, 1973). The first OVAC athlcte to earn All-W. Va. 
first team hooon in football, basketball and baseball also set an NCAA pass receiving 
record nt Marshall Univw;ity. 

Nidmamed "Fuzzy" because of his bushy red hair, the Blue Eagles' wide receiver
defensive back led the Ohio Valley in pass receiving yards his last two seasons and ended 
his career with 81 catches for 1,434 yardi and 16 touchdomtS in regular season play, In his 
senior season,Magnolia went I0-2 with a state Class AA nmnerup fini>h to Ravenswood. 

He teamed with Magnolia's ul!-state quartcroack Brian Book lo lead the W. Va.All-Stars 
to a victory over Ohio in the annual OVAC AU-Star game at Wheeling Island. 

In basketball, the guard avcrnged 19 points a game and earned all-stak honors after the Blue Eagles were state 
"AA" run.nerup to Gary. 

In baseball, the outfielder batted 352 llOO completed his all-.'itllr trifccta with All-Valley, arnl all-stare honon; in 
thn:c sports. 

Recruited for football by Marshall, West Vuginia, Vuginia Tech, Pitt and Penn Srate, the 5-11, 175-poun<ler 
signed early with WVU, hot opted for Marshall where he led the Thundering Henl in pass receiving for four 
str.Ught years and set school recools with 168 catches for 1954 yardi and 14 IDs. His reception total rnnked, at 
the time,cighth among all-tiinc NCAA Division I reccivm. Starting four years, he set a then-NCAArccunl by 
i;<.itching pa= in 42 straight g;u1ies. He hmkl: the mark set by Hcismau ·nuphy winner Johnny Rodgers from 
Nebrnska. Automobile bumper stickcn; supporting the police showed up at Hen! games, where they had a dif• 
ferent meaning. lhey read: "I Love the F111.z." 1he team cixaptain was a two-time All-America honornble men
tion choice and a first team Natio11al lndcpendt'llt All-Star honoree. 

Filliez also was selected as tlie state Amateur Athlete of the Year in 1976. In 1985, be was inducted into the 
Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. Filliez currently resides in Delaware, Ohio. 

Dee Davis (Athlete ~ 1980s) 

Dee Da,is (Wheeling P-.ut High School, Class of 1981). Tiie first OVAC girls• atldete 
to earn first team All•W. Va. honors thtre times set Ohio V.lllcy ai1d state S(.fflng records 
which n:main on the books after a quarter of a century. Overall, she set three OV and three 
W. Va. scoring !ilandanls. 

A three-year Wheeling Pmk standout, she scored a ochcol reconi 1,854 points including 
716 for ll 325 a\'Cl"olb'e as a =ior. She was nanied state "Player of the Year'' and c-.iptuin of 
the Class AAA all-stilte team for the 1980 season. She OCI.JIW a schoo!-reconl 55 points vs. 
Weirton Madonna and set a state toumament. Class AAA oc.'Oring reuml which remains on 
the books llficr 27 yc.m;. She tallied 43 points vs. Greenbrier Eal;t as a SOpbomore in 1978. In 
two Slate tournament games that year, she OCI.JIW 76 r;iints including 1.1 of 14 free throws, 

Davis led Parle to a state Class AAA runner-up Sjll.ll as a senior wren she also charted 104 steals, 71 assists and 
87 relxmruls. After the sea'illn, she wus MVP in the stare North-South game where ~he scored 30 point~. She 
camedA11-Amcrii;<.i mention in Street & Smith's and ConvCISC magazines. 

At P..u:k, Davis also stanoo as a pitchN-shonstopon the first varsity soflball teams llOO earned all-state re:rng
nition from the W. Va. Coaches Asfilleiation, 

She signed a basketball schol~hip to Tennessee Tech where she played for two season.~ befme finishing her 
college career at West Vi~inia Uni\'cn;ity. In her two seasons with the Mountaineers, she scn'ed as team co.cap
tain. in 1986'wi!h Georgeann Wells, the first woman to dunk in a 00Ue1,>e basketball game. In Da\'io' junior sea
son, WVU recorded lt~ sccond-ewr 2CJ-win season with a 20-10 marl;. 

She also played basketball with a US.AU-Star tcar11 in Eng!arnl and scon.'li 150 points for a 21 A avernge. 
Davis has completed her 13th year as head girls'basketball coach at her alma mater Park. She has guided the 

Patriots into sii:: state tournaments and won back-to-back Class AAA championships in 1998-99 am.I became the 
first female to win the all-sport~ '-OVAC Coach of the Year" awanl.11ie Wheeling resident ulso coac!K.-s softball. 
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Dick Miller (Ath"1e. 1950,) 

Did. MiOer(Win:ling Cen!ml GithJoc High Sdml,Clm 19J"2) w.a a fll&--team !111--D:: !Ill.I aJI.. 
OVAC(:UKIITll"intu4:l.1hdlthn:c.1trnigJt}twimiil::Jllfmringli:l-!h:M.uuTIKnigtr,.Milb-W 
Certrnl.Gtldi:1Jthecrnli.m-o:,llll.l\\bt\'i!giniaGl!lui::~lllllm'es:a'mi,~ 
1:mpmswingaS1!.ila"hlgJ:trlru.=-.Hi.'l1m'C-}l:llf~il¥;a\l'.T~1Ml':l2!.4{ril11Sµ:rg;irre 
lfiscan:cqrirtual.sl(u] Kl" 51 ye;n wlliJ it W<l'I l=i by flr.il Grirugwm,afoor•}l:llf kttmm 
fir!h: Maun Kci,gll!S. O:nrngwro'~ nxnd W.E W"~ by a G:ttnil girls' hmmill ~ 
Kaykeo tmJIJ1Jur;.Milb-al1Ului agam:highcfJ]{rill!Sina \\bt:V~ All&ir 
Garre, k:aling!h: Mooruaim:rt1111 kl 11I1 SHU viaity Ill Willi:J:nui. Thie, (1951 ITT! '52), Milb
\\U'I ch.xn. as lb: ~•s hmmill ~cf die ye,r. He lli.'IJ w.a astnhit j1.'fK.mll" in foohill arrl 
hl'llllilinhigh!dnil.Jkw:l':la'T'li:nrahlq,.iamltu::kasafo:tb!IIJUKffil'fllll.la~ooth:hmllllream. 

Rem.litwby1lcUnivccitydV,'i'illNl1rna~~iip,Milb-was!h:~•iating{ril1~Kl"t\\U)=B. 
Ndomul'"llcct'l:u:.ucofhis~,Di.-ka~l9Jrirtsrugam:inBigTmplay,tq:png!h:Dµiitnuk 
dn,c tirrtsduringhisruw-.ln 1956,ti: s:tae1:nli:reiu:nxndforth:111Nwautilefn:c1lrows nW::,WJ\l:rting29inatuW 
=twoCONUllivc~.Milb-al.\Ucw:lb.lasalfilhtl:randd::kn;iwpa)u-.l~w<l'I\UWas!h:muMVPhis!all 
ye,r. Alltrogh UafW t,y lb: New Yuk Knid.~ in 1956,Milkr due ID i;iay MU lu-J,;arull. He \\U'I \UW ID lb: MU All
Anubtt:arnmlerJUti::iµllingin th: Natind Twmarll:fll h:1.lin D.mt:r 1>.fut: le W th: Milwrukf:eAlbi Bran:yTeam to 
ali.J.llthph.,efiom.MillTpla.)-1.rlw.o!i:.l.'limWith!h:Riillip;Oibliin!h:N:mialhdmdfuh:trnll~arrlcro!m'U"l 
in the Td,w.tt:r ~ll\s.slriloo:11>.tm:ti: lMT.igirl 22 p:iinls fU"galle arrl W.ti \UW the bigiEil MVPfccttc 1%2..fil -·· Milb-pla)w hHfu!I uc }l:llflll W1'UlNl1,hitting J33 arxl playing!llllU ~ Bccaimastrokb-inP)'in high sdID 
furutl.'rlllL'lthmwingalilily,liew,t:uplndxillm'ieroi-c!:l'.Nn11:lWfflllriicrn~. 

Hi-1 adlk:tk = 1lu1 CU1irnnl in a different srut us ti: tt:dl: up handwll (li.u--waU) mrl in his lir.it µ, ti: Y.til the 
Nooh Im Sooth Clroliro(lp.-:i Singt,s Olllliiph~. He m:nt 0010 1>.inoom:roos singk:s title; dl!o.!glnitthe SrudK:il'it, 
irx:Wing two national singles age girup diaiqiia:Nl!jll. He finally enb.l his ~1-tl cau:r in 19961i. lb: age of 62. 

Terry Snively (AthM,. 1960,) 

fury SIUl'ely{f\mbman High School, 1966).This a!J-ru.n.! athlete~ in fourS{Ull! foc!h: 
Iooians. He estWnl an Oho V,ill::y football nxxieu1 single ~'lll re.conl by airns.'iing 222 
fllllllS, iocluding 35 !Olidd,wos, hi~ senior !1:.1.'ill. ~ quick:-fi:m>.d naming tuck fini<Jn.l with 
398 cma:r~ms. Snil-cly W-.ti nannlOIOO's UPI Cla.'>SABa:k of the Year in 1965. lie was an 
All-OVACluureusa juniormrl i,eilllrwhile ganieringAII-Eustm1 OhiolmAII-V.illey \:Jntcls. 

Cap!ain of!h: htliair;' fixiliill, hi.mill and n-.rl; tearrn. fie also v.m a foor-year !ettcnnan in 
~. stalling his \a,t th= sc.a.'Dl.'I. Snively averaged ~thun 2.4-JXJints a game in ffl of 
his final twu = arrl fmislro his= with 1,146 ~nts. He was thinl team All-Ohio as a 
!Crucr arxl fma: teain AU-OVAC us a junior and SCllXJr. 

S(l"ing!:ilre at fbwhutau saw Snively 00 ~ duty, starring in OO.<;COOJI and tr.rl:. He was u McntuJ pitclu llll.l all
fielder in the diann-d srut for fourYCllfS. He hclinJ the Indians to a (W of Ohio state toomanllJI taths, iocllil.ing v.in
ningthe i;tate Cla."'!Acrov,n in hi.s freshman .cason v.tm he lxlltcd J 15 w; \cmotfhittcr. Powhatan High latmdro atr.ick 
progr.im in his ;:op;._xrore ~:,n. He w-.is the OVAC 100-y.ud,200-yanl and loogjun~ champion as a junior Im qua!
ifnl focthe Slalem:et in the 100.Hehnkk tiI':;~fool ICCOlU'>il1 tic Jm(J02),2il) (23A) llll.lloog~(l9--5). 

After hill SIOfitxi foor-sport pn.-p c:arecr,he ~a flXXball rdxilarship to West Vnginia Unil'Cl"Sity, v.h:re re w-.is an 
irnp:ci player in lie defcru;ive \:ockfielda,, a three-year starter. Ile was sckrt:d to the All-Ture WVU 19:0--69 Era team. 

Aficnm1inghis'NVUdipum.te(µu!to=mllin.ihkmiinhisntin:ClJDV.ill::y.Snildyc1.liiscw:hingli.'dlilllBcllaire 
High.D..-illghiisix-)\'a"&irtwlhth:BigRcds,tew.aafu:fulllail:to.Jaki:Olsa\&yinl!U\W~ti:altu<hllxillarrlhro
hlll cudtfi:1-five _1,1.'ITT.HcWBelbin: lOuJXlin:i llllDialamo;ll'linln:pi while i:;iiningadi.<mcttifu(l974)1111.10VAC dan
pi:miip(lg]6)inlumdl.Snil-dyirnniula!edtoSlulysil: Highasil'lilnmthlllcudtiirtwoyears.His l97~ 77Ul!Il\\Ul 
adi<mcttifuarrlOVAClltll'>n.Jnthatfm'Ul,Jcw-..-;rorroJdisttitcudtof!h:~.Snivdy cfl~ li:I-Ri1trHigh, \\-fut: 
le ~t.tlMIJ:a.l fu:1hrllcudilir25!l:alll':l. Dmg that quli:rcf aa:rtuy,his 1!}.17 an wrn1. Jn-0 in! WOil ~ OVACtitc 
\\-tik his 1camsnni:!h: aoopayotIB in 1m ad I'IJ7. Snil-l'ly u:u::kd in deOVAC All-StlrG.rre twirwhi£ ru.'Onnh-
iug deCl1b Nct1h-&uh Gne in !?'A.In JJ).l,Snivdyreo:m,.i de Uw:rOD.l V.dk:y Uw,:1-Ihi Qd HamillAAmi 

Lance Mehl (Athlete ~ 1970s) 

lmu:e Mehl (Bellaire High School, Class of 1976),A three-sport team captain for tlie 
Big Reds, Mehl was also an All-V.illey football lioebackcr and baseball first bast:man us 
well as a center in ba~kctba11. 

He earned AU-Ohio football honors for ooadt Jake Olsavsky while serving as ro-cap
tain of the 1975 team which wen! 9-1. He played in the Ohio North-S111Jth game in 
Co\umbllll and turned ill a sparkling deforuive clfort for the South all-stars. 

Rl:crulted by Penn State University for football, he was cited by coach Joe Paremo and 
defensive coonlinator Jerry Sandusky as "one of the best inside linebackers" e\'Cfto play 
for 'Linebacker U'. 

Mehl W-<lll the leading tackler for the unbeaten I 978 Nittany Lion team which bowed 
tu Alabartm, 14-7 in the Sugar Bowl and probably cost PSU fllJlll being declared national drampioo. Jn that 
game, he led Lion defendcnl with 17 stops, including 11 una~sisted tockies. 

Alli'r that junior season, he was named the "Man ufthe Year" by tlie Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Oob 
and is= of only three college a!hlcle'l to receive that hooor. 

1he PSU defensive m--captain also led the Lions in tackles us a senior am.I earned second team AU-America 
honors by The Associated Press and United Press International. 

Mehl w.is dmfied in the NFL's thin! round by the New York Jets arnl played nine years before his career was 
cut shon with a m:wring knee injury. 

He was the Jets' leading defender from 1982-86 before a knee injury. The Jets' defensive signal-caller reconi
cd 172 total tackles 005 soloo llOO 67 ussists) in 1984. Ju 198J. re inten:eptcd seven passes and picked off 15 
carcc.'!" inten:eptions. 

Mehl W'<lll selected to the Pro Bowl after the 1985 season when he TC(.unlcd 115 tackles,43 assists and three 
pass interceptions. 

Alier his NR. ean.x,r cnili.-d, he returned to the Ohio V.illey Uild resides in St. CJaim,ille. 

Brian Swisher (Athlete~ 1980s) 

Brian Swbher (Sistersville High School, Class of 1982). The 5-7, 145-pound 
dynamo became !he first throc-lllne first tcan1 All-W. Va. football honoree in Tyler 
C111Jnty as he led Sistersville lligh to back-to-back state Class A championships in 1980 
und '81. 

Swisher led the Tigers to a 13-0 reoonl in 1981 as ht: set an Ohio Valley and W. Va. 
reconl for scoring hy a linemar1 wi!h 26 toochdowns (receiving, rushing, returns) anti 
156 pointli. He was nmru:r-up for the Kennedy Awaid a~ state player of the year aod was 
accoitlcd the Hunt A wan! as stnte Lineman of the Year. 

He set season and career pass receiving mark.~ in the Ohio Val!ey arnl awn1gcd 39.2 
yard~ on kickoff retums ai1d 202 yartls oo pont returns. He alro W!L~ pmcluctive on cnd-aruund rushing plays. 

Swisher. who set an OV rcconl by catching parn:s in 36consccuuvc games - every game ht: started. His 
career regular seasnn totals were 126 receptions for 2,174 yanls and 23 IDs. 

He led the OV in regular St.'IISI.Jn pass n."CCiVing yartls for 1980 (681 yanls on 47 cat£hes) and 1981 (906 
yards and 14 lDs on 53 ="Ptions). As a sophollllJre. he landed 26 passes for 582 yartls. 

Swisher was a !hrcc-time A!l-OVAC and AH-Valley honoree as well a"i all-WL'St Virginia three tlllle5. 
In the spring, ht: competed in truck us a !00 arui 2lXJ-merer sprinter, long jumper and relay niember. He 

won eight 1ndivi<lual medals in three state Class AA meets - a first in the )(Xl Ulla sophomore. six seconds 
ai!tl a thinl, and was a niember of a first place 4x.JOO relay team. He tied a state meet AA 100-mcter 1econl 
with a 10 9-secorul mark in the 1981 triuls. 

lie signed a football scholarship with Marshall University Uild plaj/00 four seasons, including three yearn as a 
starting wide receiver. He landed !06passesfrom 1982-SSfor 1,617 yartls arid 14 touchdowns. Hewm1Mammll's 
leadin~ m:civcr in 1983 with 32catches for .5aJ yanls and thiec SCOO.'S. He also was a Hen! trnck ~printer. 

Sw1shL-rc11m::ntly resides in Lewis Center, Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athlek. 1990,) 

Joe,~~ High Sd:n:il, Classl:# l<AIJ. 11w Bia Rah' Kllf-!l{XlU ~ 
ha<! =1b.l 00 th:: (n'p,rollepale IUI-I ~ lrn:h. 

Tir llflCU)'-h:ebi 11ridc ~ l'.'ll:'l IE All-Ohio IZliil:r b o.n::h JdD Mllgi.suo 1:dca 
a spnllng CIRO' tit am Stile U~. Afief his~ & Grav Ull)'l,Galbway wm n 
fir6I ro.nJ ,hit pick by the Seade ScJruwb o( the Namal Foohill lngue. 

Gt.fuwa)· mi,'IUC tie Ooo ½Dey ia:ml 1:ub fir JI15!1 ~ ymh wlh 2,332 ml 
lcJ.dtl:,\,,11 rttqn:ffl wit! rt. He arl:,J win 100 ~e&tcs. 1lr 5-9~-· 
~ Jdrctl ml th: Big Rah lo th:: OVAC 3-A foomll titk tu ~)Or, IE hie-
gcl ~ in th:: 9-1 ~go.&1;:nhl4Jpme,foc<JT3:,mhinl JJmttu.fiill 11)' 
\1,ffla~AJ-OVACrn:lAll--Wky~inl\l/ll!IJIInlAIOi:J:;i::unJumilDMsi:Ilm111a8:lli:r. 

bl tmb:d:wl, Ir Wll' pit~~ D:1111 p:m gwnl. Gd:rway wm o i:wtcrfocdR'!C ~ OVAC ctan
~ lelEIS b cadt Gene~ He eim=dAll-OVAC.All-Valry £Rl All-(Jtio lm:n. 

Tir ~ saw Galloi,,,ny a"f\'e the Bill Rah~ 1111 in:fdd:roo Im lmcbnll diaJui:l, tu it wm rn 1h: oval 
'II.kn:: tr rrnJc m = l:tiggo" ~ OaJJo,,,.11y damed the~ Dhisi:ll Il 100-no:r .-1 ;m '1111c sp:irt lillo a1 ,.,.,. 

Tir Bcllairc Bulrt liEn look: W mming alhktlc !il:iib kl G.:ilumbn, ~ foc JciJn Ci:qu m th:~- He 
WllS tJ:nmJ 11:'l lllAD-BigTcri wid: rca:lvcr 11'11,iunn - n 5CltlOl In v.tidi he grans:141 ~ lir9-t6 }'ll!ll'I, 
1-fu =I1nb Ill Clli:> SIBie I'.=: 108 Jl:CClUEI Kr 1,894 ym1s al'li 19 TDs. G:iUoway fini:lhed v.ilh l,7541UJiu
("Oie }'!nh tnl wa, th::cnn's~ht 1994.He waaanAIJ.BlgThlAc::demchcnneln 1991, 1993 am 1994 
ajJiJc ~ the Nlttnll Fwhlll fu.ru:D::ll SchJmhip !a 1994. He eam-rl a~ In ~-
~ Wlt'I th: ~m'tr.lll pd in th:: 1994 NR..tnft. He Ii1ycd &.-c ieasoos v..'ilh th: ~b. OJldiiog: 

211J~foc4A57y;ttbani37Tbi.lnnt'l!mr;cmmin5mlr,1Elmmtl72p:m::abl,D,49yardstnil21D.J. 
He ~ Sculle fer th:: ~ CowOOys lln.l b OOl'o' a oi::ob::r o(lt-e 11:iqll Bay BIKon.-m. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2005 or their representntJves include, front row 

ten to right, Matt Mumley (accepting for the lnte 
Rudy Mumley), Agnes Timmons, Doug Huff, 
Duke Strager (accepting for the late George 

Strnger), Bob Burton and John 'Corky' Vrotsos. 
Second row, Chester Grossi, Mary Kay 

Zltzclsberger (accepUng for the late Walter Hell), 
Mory Schuetz (accepting for the lute Alex Groza, 
June Paull (acccptlng for Chuck Howley), Dick 
MIiier, Mike Sherwood and Terry Snively. Third 
row, John 'Fuzzy' FillJcz, Lonee Mehl, Dee Davis, 
Brian Swisher, Courtney Redman (accepting for 

Joey Galloway and Matt Gaudio. 
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Matt Gaudio (Athlet,. 1991bJ 

MiittGawlla (BrociL: High School, Clan of 1991). Toh fluid llthlete domlont
ed the \l/e5t Yl!l!inia pn-:p han:ill.'000. e., hi: WlU II four-~ starter for the Btuirui. 

He cooduded hb i{)Qdlmg Brooke~ by being oametl the W, Va. "P1ayer of 
the Year"~ ,;vell as tk Gator.Id,: !.talc "Plllyi:r of the Year" in 1991. The 6-7 for
wnrd paced Brooke to m-ortls of 19-4. 22-4, 16-7 IITTll 18-7 for 11 four-year cnrecr 
mnrtof7S-22. 

Gaudio wat a two-time fill-Wile C\au AAA~ llflJ twice named to the all
~ toumn.ment t=. 1-k •\=gal 17.9 points and JO.I rtloun.h ~ 11 ~ 
and follm,,,ed thnt up with a state C1Jw AAAfflt 24.6 scoring norm ~ a junior 
wbile averaging 11 reboutlds. 

GIIOOKI capped hil !iUJ)Ctb ?'Cll = whh a brilllant ICJUOI" c-ampalgn. He avcn,;c<l 243 ~ and 
grabbed 13.4 rroou:nds to ~ M All-OVAC, All-Valley o:nJ All-W. Va. hoocn while be.lng r.ccorded 
nonorahle mcntlon All-Ameril;-a. He wu the rm;1. Bruin to eum fim &.:am all-1ota1c In boy~' lmkctball. 
G.luillo rutp3,1sc<l the IJX)O mad: In C!lm'f (dnll (1.874) and= n:l:xxlnth (l,]Oil). ooth Bruin 
=mh. 

He optcJ to continue his acadcmk und nthletlc = at Penn State Unl\·crsity, where hew~ p~ 
by cim:mic bock problems wbldl rcqulrctl surgery. In spite of the medlcal wpes. Gwxlio codumi to tum 
in a IIO]id =· DmiilB ru_j rroshirt wpbomore 5C!l!PJII, he 11\'ernged 9.4 rolnt, and 4.7 rcbountls a ~MOC 
and~ natrcd rttlpicnt of the Lou Lam.le Most lnspiflltiooal Player AWllrn. 

The following ycar,bc ICJ'VcJ M IIUdcnt u.uimnt coocb while oomplctlni,: bll l!beral nm de~ with 
611 emph.Mis oo wrltltecturc. He returned to piny u 11 ,enlof and Wat ~ oo the team io scoring with 
n 13.J avcraget.l while collected 6.4 rebounds II game: dwing ll 21-7 record seiuon. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hnll of Fame Class of 
2004 or their representntives include, front row 
ten to right, Nancy Mumley (ecceptlng for the 

late Samuel A. Mumley), Gladys Van Horne 
(accepting for the late Bill Van Horne, Betty 

Pokes, accepting for the late Cal Pokas, Jim Foll, 
Linde Beisel (ncceptlng for the lnte Richard L. 

Potts), and Marthe Reese (acceptlng for the late 
Even Reese). Second row, Jim Murray (ecceptlng 
for the late A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John 
Havlicek, Bill Mazeroskl, Dr. Al Blatnik (accept• 

Ing for Bobby Douglas), Alen Hornyak and 
Rnyna WIIIJnms (accepting for the late Ron 

'Fritz' WIWnms). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (ncceptlng for Tim Spencer), Amy 

Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford end Stephenie Petho. 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkmap 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lou 'The Toe' 
Groza 

Clarke 
Hinkle 

Calvin 
Jones 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those greot athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to .the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their scho0lbecame a member of the conference. 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, □ass of 1923) 
One of only three13-letter winners in football, basketball, baseball and track at Wheeling High, he wns an nil-state football end nnd scored 54 points in a basketball game 

us a freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-letter 5tandoot at W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to enm his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combined 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 \1/ith five stnte titles in seven trips to the finals. The 1938 and 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other stnte titles were won in 1936, 1940 and 
1943. The '40 and '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years - six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40--9-4 at Unioo. Four of 
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten,and ut Wheeling in 1934 o:nd 1937. The '34 team Willi unbeat
en but twice tied. 

He ulso was a top-flight football official for several years and active in state coaches and officials' orguruz.ations. 
Brinkman earlier wus elected to four Halls of Fame - West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, o:nd W. Va. Wesleyw-t Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, □ass of 1952) 
A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school nod college who attmcted national attention and wac; profiled in numerous books, national magazines and 

major newspapers. 1\vo books were \'mtten on his career. 
The 6-9, 190-pounder plnyed only one senson nt Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games with 

31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored si.,; opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 reconl state runner-up Steubenville 
imd handed W. Va. Cl11SS B champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He fo11owed Wellsville cooch Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 gmnes forruUional recon:150.1 per game 
overage. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 465 points and scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. 1be schedule included wins over Wake Forest, 
Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Modison Square Garden, Boston Garden and MiIDni Beach Auditorium. 

The NAJA Hull of Farner left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He ulso played in the Eastern und ABL pm leagues before 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (MrutinsFenyHighSchool,Classofl942) 
The Purple Rider luminary is best known o.s a record-setting professional football placekicker, but he was much more. 
In high school, he wus a three-sport stnndout and All-Ohio in football uod basketball. He was center, und the stnte tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 stnte Class A title. He also wru a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co-championship after a 14-14 tie with 
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge gume. Groza, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played football as u freshman nt Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year cureer with the Oeveland Browns which ended in 1 %7. 
When he retired, he wus pm footbaJl's ull-time leading scorer with only ooe TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had conversion 

streak of 134 and 5COred in 107 straight games. The Lou Graza Award is given nnnually to college football's top placek:icker. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, as well us kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams. 
The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Farner had hls jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry. 

Clarke Hink le ([oronto High School, □ass of 1926) 
This versntile early em football player left such an impression on his uJma mater thut the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his hooor. 
The 5-11, 195-pound uthlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he wus inducted into the first Hall of Fame class, and in the Nation.al Football 

League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football nnd the Upper Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Buckne11 from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 nnd later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East-West Game 
where he WllS selected the Most Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the IOOSt versatile players in the National Football League. He WllS a fullback-linebacker-puntcr-plocekicker, and 
wus cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tock.Jing. 

Hinkle was first or second team all-league ull IO seasons and four-time All-Pm. He Wa<i on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer prac
tice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he wus the lending rusher (3,860 yanls on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totaJs now rank sixth in Pockcr history. He scored 379 career points w-td 
averaged 40.8 yards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School,Class of 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red standout was a hlgh school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best known for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 record and Ohlo Class A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red hnnded the Francis-led Wellsville 

team its only two losses. 
In football, the All..Ohio lineman selected the University of Iowa over Ohio Stute and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America 

teams nt guard, including n record 15 in 1954, As tewn captain, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman nnd became one of only two con
sensus All-America picks at Iowa, where be played both offense and defense. 

A member of the College Football urnl Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fume, he wus inducted into the first Iowa Hall of Fame class und is a member of the All
Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 wus retired by Iowa, one of only two at the school. 

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Illustrated. 
Jones played one season in the Canadian Football League. He died as u result of an uirplune crush in Canada on Dec. 9, 1956. The street in front of Stcubenville's Harding 

St:ndium is named in his honor. 
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BOB ROBINSON 
CADILLAC 

16th Street• Downtown Wheeling• 233-8000 

Saluting Excellence in the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

______________________________ T _____________________________ _ 

ti~?~~~~:!~~~ 
$100 Donation 

Purchase your next vehicle from Bob Robinson's and 
we will donate $100 back to the O.VAC Must present 
this coupon at time of purchase. 

!i ~?~~~~~~~.~ CADILLAC 

$5 Donation 
Purchase a Lube, OIi and FIiter Change at Bob 
Robinson's and we wlll Donate $5 to the O.V.A.C. 
Must present this coupon at time of service. 

For information on the OVAC Hall of Fame, or how to nominate a person into 
the Hall of Fame, contact the OVAC office at 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, 
OH 43906 or call 740-671-3269. 








