
Photo by Jim Elliott 

Coach of the Year 
Steubenville football coach Reno Saccoccia, standing 
alongside his wife, Patty, was named the Bill Van 
Horne/News-Register OVAC Coach of the Year at the 21 st 
annual OVAC Banquet of Champions Monday at WesBan
co Arena. Saccoccia led Big Red to a perfect 15-0 season 
and an Ohio Division Ill championship. 
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OVAC Coach ef the Year down to fi, 
B,• IJO:--J CLL:.CiG 
h ; r Th..: ·11mc~ Le,1d..:r 

ThL curtain conH~, d,lwn on one of the most 
,un·c:,~rul vear, in tlh! hi,torv or the Ohio 
\ ' .1 k, Athlctk Conference t(imorrn\\ night 
,,1ie11.\\-'hci.::li11!.!·~ \\,c,8anco Arena hosts the 
2 I-..t annual o,~,,c Banquet of Champions. 

Door, open at "' : ,o p.m. with the proceed
ing, gr.:umg unckr \\ .i> at 6:30. f\, always. it 
pw1111,e-.. "' bL' a n1cnwrahlc c, clll. 

A hital l,r 37 rnliL'g.: ,clwl.ir,hips totalling 
mor.: th,tn ~2 ; .o, HJ v. i 11 be a\\ ankd to ,ome of 
the ninlcrence·, Inp ,chnl.1r-athletc, and more 
lh,111 ()I I O\'.\C .:h,unpion,hip tL'am, from the 
2011"' 0<i ,d1llol ~ car " ii I he on hand 10 pid up 
thrn ch,unpion~hip banner,. 

.Sch·r:tl m;qor .t\\ .ird, ,m: ,11\0 ,chcdulcd IO 
be pre,cntcd. highli).!htcd h~ the announcement 
ol the I31II \'.111 HPrnc1Nl'"'' •Rcgi'-ler OVAC 
Co.i1:h ol the 'fra1 . 

l"h.: ; 1\1 ;inl I~ named 11 honor of the late Bill 

Van Hornc. a charter member of the VA • Eric Med. \Vcir(rootball> 
OVAC Hall of Famc who spent ~ l . · Gene 1'vlontelcone. \.Vheelrng 
more than a half-century chroni- ~ .---- l Park (\\ restlingl 
clin!! the careers of Ohio • Reno Sacc:occia. 
Vall~y coaches and athletes ~ ~ ~ '\.~,/'~ Stcuberwillc (football) 
a~ sports editor at the Times ~ • \.,,,,,- A number of co,1ches 
Leader and Wheeling l ju,t mis~ed making the final 
News-Register. 1L ) w five. 

The selection "'·as made ; x ··;,..,.., J~W',). Included among 
by the O\'AC Coach of the ;). ___ .. /'·', 'r' tho~e are people like John 
Year committee. which . .-;_ C~ •• i!I-' .,... 'J?..:...~ Magistro. \\·ho led the 
solicited nominations from ~ \_ 1:f,_( A~ Bellaire High football team 
media members in the 0\1 AC ~ .__ ..... ~ through an undefeated regular 
covcra!!e area. rp Cij <:ea~on. and Gene Ammirantc. 

Listed in alphabetical order. C, • who cltd the same \\ith the Big 
this year·~ live finalists for the Bill --..;;;..;;.-...... Reds boys· basketball team. 
Van Hornc/Nc,~~-Re!!tslcr OVAC Thal v.-as the fir\\ time an OYAC 
Coach or the Year are: - school has had unbeaten football and bovs· ba:s-
• Buoha Kapral. Bellaire St. John Central (girl~· J..ctball team.., in the same year sine.: BricJgeport 
track/baskc1ball) Hi!.!11 turned the lri~·J.. h:tcl-. in 1965-66. 
• Donnie l\fadzia. Harri ... 011 Central (bovs· ba~ 'oaJ.. Glen \\ rc,tlin!! coach Larry Sh:I\\. the 
ketball l • 20P0 O\' AC Coad1 of the Y car. ;_, a~ .inolller 

near-111I~~ after v. inning an unprc~·i::dc1 
\lraight West Vir!!in1a C las, ,\-AA 
cha1np1onship. -

So was Brooke H1!!h L'11cerkadi 1 
Chri, Stucin. " 'ho~e l3ru in, hrou!!h 
~i.xth straight West V11g int,t Cla~s A; \ .; 

Wheeling Central·~ Mtke 'I 0llll!! w, 
Virginia Class f\ football 111lc 111 his r 11 

at the helm of l11s ahn,t mater \\'hilc 
Knight baseball coach Jun Wodti...h:Y u 
coach Pel!!!)' Daik•r aho recci1ed sti\ln 
eration f<.lllowing the ir tc;11u,· state 
on,hip seasons. -

Steubenville Catholir C\:ntralDs Gr, 
took the Cru satk·r footh:il I tc .1 m ,,·on 
Div1s1on YI re!! ional tit le and made 
way to the stale -champit)nship game. 

Following arc capsule:-. on tlw Coa 
Year final ists: 

See, OVAC. Page 82 
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f AC Coach of the Year down to five 
I;.( j(j 

-::,, Leader 

in coml'~ dll\\n on one of the most 
;car\ in the history of the Ohio 
L' tJC Conli.:rence tomorrow night 
111!!·:,, W1>Hanco Arena ho:,,ts the 
)\ ~,\C Banqucl of Champions. 
·n .11 :i:_,o p.111. with lht' procecd
umkr ,,·.1, at 6:30. As alwavs. it 
,c ,1 111cn111'rahlc c,·cnt. • 

q mlkgc ,cl111lar:,,hips totalling 
7 .001) w1I I be a,, arded to some of 
·c ·, 1op ~cholar-athkte:,, and more 
\( ch,1111pi<111,hip teams from the 
101 ~car will t>c nn h;1nd 10 pid up 
,n:,,htp hanners. 
;qor ,mard, .ire abo schcduh::d to 
i11!!hli!!hlL'J h, lhc announcemenl 

·a11 I h;lllL' 'NL''' :,,-Rcgista OV AC' 
Ye,11 
i, named 111 honor of thc late Bill 

Van Horn\.!. a chaner member of the VA • l:ric Meck. \\'cir (football) OVAC Hall or Fame who spent ~ l · Gene ;\·lontclcone. \Vhecling 111ur('. than a half-century chroni- ~ _____ , /' Par!..(\\ restlmgl cling the careen, of Ohio ~- Reno Saccoccia. Valley coaches and athletes ~ ....-1"' ~) 51eubemillc (football) as sports editor m the Timc!> ~ ~ A number of coache!, Leader and Wheeling f: • , ju•a mis:,,ed making the final Ncws-Reg1~tcr. . •' L w five. 
The sl'ieclion was made ... .- L-,,. • .,... ,. ,~.~ Included among hy the OVAC Coach of the ~l-L .. ... ,,.... , ~- those arc people hke John Year commi11cc. whid1 ~ C~. !!1-' -.' • .- J..'&_-.. l\:lagistro. \\·ho led the solicited nominations from ~ \..: i.:::;..< /~~ Bcll:.me High football team mcdia memlx:r~ in the OVAC ~ .__...,...~ 1hrougl1 an undefe:llecl regular uwcra!!I.! area. ,ea,on. and Gene Ammirante. Listed in alphabetical order. • "ho did the :,,amc "ith the Big this year's rive finalis!'- for the Bill r cu Rech boy:,,· ha,<;ketb,tll team. \'an Horne/News RC!!J~ler O\' AC Th.11 \~as the first lime an 0\' AC Couch of the Year an:: ~ school has had unbeaten football and boys· bas-• Buhha Kapral. Bellaire St. fohn Ccn1ral C girb • !..cl ball tl!am ... in lhc ~ame year smc.: Brid~eporl track/h:t!,kctball) Hi!!!l lllrned llw tricJ.. back in 1965 Mi. • Donnie !'vladzia. H,nn,nn Cc111ral (hm, • bas- Oak Glen wrc,tlin!! coach Larrv Sha\\. the kelhall) • 20P0 O\'AC Co,1d1 of the Year. ;_,·as another 

near-miss after winning an 1.111prcc.:lll.'nted I 0th 
-;trni!!hl Wes! Vir!!in1a Cla,s A-:\ -\ \\'n:,thn!! 
charnpionship_ • -

So \\'as Brooke Hi gh d1cl.'rl~,1di n>.! coach 
Chris Stucin. \\'ho:-e 13ruin~ llro11d1t "110mc ;1 
~ixth s1rai!!hl Wes1 \• 1r!!inia Cl~1ss /\~\ ,\ crown. 

Wheeli11g Cenlral', t\•like Youn!! \\nn a Wesl 
Virginia Cla~s A football I ilk in hi :,, fiN season 
at tT1c helm of his alm,1 m:itcr ,1h k Maroon 
Kni!!hl baseball rn:11:h Jim Wndu,J.., and tennis 
coach Pet!!!V Daikr al,n recciv~tl Sll'.Pll!! rnn,id
eration fo1fowin!! lheir 1.:a111,;· st:lle ·champi
on,;hip seasom.. 

Steuben\"ille C.11holit· CemraiJs Grca: Ballen 
look the Crusader font ball tean, " on :111 Ohio 
Divbion VI re!.'.ion:,1 title mi-I made I! all the 
wa~ to the state -d1amp1on,h1p game 

Follo\\ ing :ll\' cap,uk, 1)11 1h,· Coach of the 
Year finalist,. 

See. OVAC Page 62 
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BURBA KAPRAL (ST. JOHN CENTRAL) 
Kapral's St. John Central girls· track team 

capped a great run last spring with a runnerup 
finish in the Ohio Division III state track meet 
in Columbus. 

As head track coach at St. John Central for 
the past 18 years and head girls' basketball 
coach for the past dozen seasons, Kapral is no 
stranger to success. 

Park won the OV AC 
Class AAAA tourna
ment title, finishing 
second to Oak Glen in 
the overal I standings, 
and placed third at the 
West Virginia state 

i;-_ a\.6-...,.~ meet. 
Nevertheless, this 

His girls' track team has won eight OVAC 
Class A titles. including the last five, and also 
has five district championships and three 
regional runnerup finishes to its credit. 

' past season was truly a 
I breakout year for the 

_ _ K_A_P_R_A_L_......, Patriots and their head 
coach. 

St. John is the two-time defending champi
ons in the Shadyside Relays and the Bellaire 
Invitational and Kapral is a three-time Ohio 
District Coach of the Year honoree. 

,-----,--'="=----, They dominated the 

On the hardwood, the Lady Irish basketball 
team presented Kapral with his sixth OV AC 
Class A title in 1 2 years this past winter. 

Kapral is also a three-time Ohio District 
Coach of the Year honoree in girls' basketball 
and was The Associated Press· Ohio Division 
IV Coach of the Year in 2000. 

His 200 l St. John squad won OV AC, sec
tional and district championships to earn a 
regional tournament berth and finished with a 
23-2 mark. 

DONNIE MADZIA 
(HARRISON CENTRAL) 

Madzia led a veteran Harrison Central boys' 
basketball team to unprecedented heights last 
winter. 

In a season of firsts, his 2 l-3 Huskies set a 
school record for victories, eclipsing the mark 
of I 5 wins they set the year before. 

They beat Indian Creek and East Liverpool 
to win the school's first Ohio Division II sec
tional basketball title and then knocked off Tri
Valley to give Harrison Central its first Ohio 
Division II district basketball crown and region
al tournament berth. 

Those would be impressive accomplish
ments for any team but the fact that Madzia and 
the Huskies struggled through an 0-20 cam
paign when this year's seniors were freshmen is 
testimony to Madzia's commitment to his play
ers and his players commitment to their coach. 

The following year, Harrison Central 
improved to 8-1 3 with four sophomores and a 
freshman in the starting lineup. 

Two years ago, the Huskies set a school 
record by going 15-7, setting the stage for last -
winter's brilliance. 

It didn't come easily. The average height of 
Madzia's five starters was a shade under 5-11 
and several missed significant time during the 
season due to injuries and illness. 

But whatever they may have lacked in size 
and medical good fortune, they more than made 
up for in the chemistry and cohesion Madzia 
had been nurturing in them since taking the 
Harrison Central reins five years ago. 

Madzia was an Ohio Division II District 
Coach of the Year in 2005 and has been select-
ed as one of the coaches for the Ohio District 5 
All-Star Game each of the past two years. 

ERIC MEEK (WEIR) 
Meek made his first season at the Weir High 

helm a memorable one as his Red Riders won 
.,.1_ • • f • • f • • ' .., ,-, l 

MADZIA 

'f. 

OV AC tournament 
from start to finish for 
the school's sixth 
overall title and didn 't 
lose a dual meet all 
year. 

Among their dual 
meet victims were I 0-
t i me West Virginia 
Class A-AA champion 
Oak G Jen • · Park's 
first win over the 
Golden Bears in 10 
years •• and defending 
West Virginia Class 
AAA champion 
Parkersburg South. 

Wheeling Park was 
ranked No. I in the 
state for most of the 
year and lived up to 
that billing in the post
season. 

~M::.E ___ E_K_ .L.;.....J The Patriots posted a· 
comfortable victory 
over Parkersburg 
South's defending 
champs in the Region 
One tournament. A 
week later, 
Monteleone's matmen 
won the state champi
onship by an even 
larger margin. 

SACCOCCIA 

OVAC COACH OF THE YcAII 

RENO SACCOCCIA 
(STEUBENVILLE) 
Reno led 

Steubenville to the 
first 15-0 season in 
Ohio Valley history 
and finished it off in 
style with a 28 -7 
thrashing of Columbus 
DeSales in the Ohio 
Division III champi
onship game at a cold 
and snowy Paul 
Brown Tiger Stadium 
in Massillon. 

It was the second 
state championship for 

Saccoccia, 
who has com
piled a daz
zling 226-45 
(.834) record 

1969: Frank 8ax1er, BridQeoort (Basketball 
1970 Henry lazasz. '\'Jarren Consol dated 
(BaskelbalQ 
1971 Chuck Watt. Steubenville fBasketballl :- 1..: .. "\ ') ... ... .... 



Those would be impressive accomplish
ments for any team but the fact that Madzia and 
the Huskies struggled through an 0-20 cam
paign when this year's seniors were freshmen is 
testimony to Madzia's commitment to his play
ers and his players commitment to their coach. 

The following year, Harrison Central 
improved to 8- I 3 with four sophomores and a 
freshman in the starting lineup. 

Two years ago, the Huskies set a school 
record by going I 5-7, setting the stage for last 
winter's brilliance. 

It didn't come easily. The average height of 
Madzia • s five starters was a shade under 5-1 I 
and several missed significant time during the 
season due to injuries and illness. 

But whatever they may have lacked in size 
and medical good fortune. they more than made 
up for in the chemistry and cohesion Madzia 
had been nurturing in them since taking the 
Harrison Central reins five years ago. 

Madzia was an Ohio Division II District 
Coach of the Year in 2005 and has been select
ed as one of the coaches for the Ohio District 5 
All-Star Game each of the past two years. 

ERIC MEEK (WEIR) 
Meek made his first season at the Weir High 

helm a memorable one as his Red Riders won 
the West Virginia Class AA state football 
championship with one of the most dominating 
playoff runs in Super Six history. 

Weir's 40-0 blowout of defending state 
champion Bluefield in the Class AA title game 
at Wheeling Island Stadium put the finishing 
touches on a dazzling I 3-1 season for Meek' s 
Red Riders. 

In four playoff games. Meek's double-A jug
gernaut outscored its opponents by a whopping 
162-15. 

Meek has compiled a 70-46 (.603) record in 
1 1 seasons as a head coach at Toronto. 
Wellsville and Weir. 

He coached three state-ranked teams at 
Wellsville. Last year's Red Riders spent the 
entire season in the West Virginia state rank
ings before embarking on their state champi
onship run and won the seventh OV AC football 
championship in school history. 

Meek cut his coaching teeth as a graduate 
assistant under current Ohio State head man Jim 
Tressel at Youngstown State from 1990-92 and 
was on the staff when the Penguins beat 
Marshall. 25-17. to win the 1991 NCAA 
Division I-AA national championship. 

Meek also spent the 2003 and 2004 seasons 
as running backs coach at NCAA Division I
AA Robert Morris University under former 
New York Jets head coach Joe Walton before 
returning to the valley to take over the Weir 
High program. 

GENE MONTELEONE 
(WHEELING PARK) 

Four years ago. Gene Monteleone took over 
a once-proud Wheeling Park wrestling program 
that didn't even have enough wrestlers to field a 
complete team. 

Today. his Patriots are masters of the West 
Virginia and OV AC wrestling world. 

Since taking the head coaching reins at 
Wheeling Park. Monteleone·s roster has grown 
from less than 10 wrestlers to nearly 50 this 
past year and the quality has kept pace with the 
qullntity. 

Monteleone·s rebuilding project caught peo
ple·s attention two years ago when Wheeling 

One tournament. A 
week later, 
Monteleone's matmen 
won the state champi
onship by an even 
larger margin. 
RENO SACCOCCIA 
(STEUBENVILLE) 
Reno led 

Steubenville to the 
first 15-0 season in 
Ohio Valley history 
and finished it off in 
style with a 28-7 
thrashing of Columbus 
DeSales in the Ohio 
Division III champi

,r.,--1 onship game at a cold 
and snowy Paul 
Brown Tiger Stadium 
in Massillon. 

SACCOCCIA 
It was the second 

state championship for 

~------------. Sa CC O CC i a, 
who has com-OVAC COACM OFlME YEAR 

1969 Frank Baxter. 8ndCl8llott (Baslls:bal) 
1970: Henry Lazasz, -warren Consolidated 
(Baskelball) 
1971 • Chud< Watt, Steubenville (BasketbaR) 
1972: Tom Korab. Steub. Catluc (FootbalQ 
1973 Lou Noc:ida. Magnolia (FooCbalL'Baslcat 
1974: ea H'neQaldner, John Marshal (Wresting). 
Jay Circosta. Woodsfield 
{FootbaB} 
1975 Rich Wilinski, Toronto (Football) 
1976 Sam M/J't, Wheeling Pant (Basketball) 
19n: Tom Vochich, Shadyside (Track) 
1978· Terry Leggett, Buckeye Tm (Basketball 
1979: George strager, St Clairsville {Football) 
980: Jim Thomas, Wheefing Central (Footbal) 
1981. John Stanko, Bishop Donahue (Baskelbaft) 
1962:Mel~. Wmrsville(Basl<e4bal) 
1983: Skip Prosser. Whttling Ceniral 
(BasketbalQ 
1984: Mark Huttman, $kyvue (Basketbal) 
1985: Reno Saccocda. Steubenville (FOOlbal) 
1986: Bud Bkd, Brooke (Football) 
1987: G80f9e Sb-ager, St Claitsville (Foobal) 
1988: Dave laMotte. Bridgeport (Wrestling) 
1989: Reno Saaoccia. Steubenville (Football) 
1990: Chuck Watt, Steubenville (Basketball) 
1991: Bud Biliard, Brooke (Footl>all) 
1992: Gene Ford, Camblidge (Basltetball): Jim 
Pons. cameron (Wres1f1119) 
1993: Dave Kovalick, Barnesville (FootbaJI) 
1994: Fred Heatherington. Steubenville 
(Baseball 
1995: Sam M/J't. ~ Pant (BasMlbal) 
1996: Jolln Magistro. Bellaire (Football) 
1997: Ml"ke Linsky, John MatshaD {Foolbal) 
1998: Dee Davis. Wheeling Pad( (Basketball) 
1999: Wayne Neely, Wer (Football) 
2000: I.any Shaw. Oak Glen (Wfest5ng) 
2001: Terry Edwards, Wheeling Central 
(Baseball) 
2002: Craig Schneid, Magnolia (Trad<) 
2003: Jim Thomas, Wheeling Central (Foolbal) 
2004: Gene AmmiriWlle. 8el1an (Basketball) 
2005: Nikki Hardmal, Magnolia {Basketball 

piled a daz
zling 226-45 
(.834) record 
in his 23 sea
sons at 
Steubenville, 
and he was 
honored by 
T h e 
Associated 
Press as the 
Ohio Division 
III Coach of 
the Year. 

Big Red 
also won the 
1984 Ohio 
Division II 
title and was 
state runnerup 
in 1987 and 
1988. 

Steubenville 
has won l 0 
regional cham
pionships 
u n d e r 
Saccoccia and 
he's coached 
24 first-team 
All-Ohioans. 

Nine of his 
teams have gone unbeaten in the regular season 
and Big Red is currently riding a 30-game regu
lar-season winning streak dating back to the end 
of the 2002 campaign. 

Reno is the only one of tonight's nominees 
to have won this award previously and he's one 
of only six coaches to win it twice. 

He was named OVAC Coach of the Year in 
1985 following Big Red's 1984 state champi
onship run and was also the 1989 OVAC 
Coach of the Year after back-to-back trips to 
the state championship game. 

Among the countless coaching awards and 
honors he's collected over the years. Saccoccia 
is also a three-time winner of The 
Intelligencer's High School Football Coach of 
the Year Award. 
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OVACC0ACH 
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1969: Frank Ba,tor, Bridgeport (Bas-
ketball) • 

1970: Henr'V La1asz. Warren Consoli• 
dated (Basketball! 

1971: Chuck Wall, Steubenville (Bas
ketball) 

1972: Tom Korab. S1euh. Catholic 
!Football I 

1973: Lou Noc ,da, Magnolia (Football 
/Basketball! 

1974: Bill Hinegardner, John Marshall 
(Wrestling); Jay Circosta. Woodsfield 
(Football) 

1975: Rich W,linski, Toronto (Fool• 
ball) 

1976: Sam Andy, Whecltng Park (Bas
ketball) 

1977: Tom Vochich, Shadyside (Track) 
1978: Terry l oggett, Buckeye Trait 

(Basketball) 
1979: George Strager, St. Clairsville 

(Foolhall) 
1980; Jim Thomas. Wheeling Central 

(Football) 
1981: John Stanko, Bishop Donahue 

! Basketball) 
1982: Mel Colem,,n, Winrn,sville 

I Basketball) 
1983: Skop Prosse1, Wheeling Cen1ral 

(BasketbalO 
1984: Mark Huffman, Skyvuc IBaske1-

ba1II 
1985: Reno Saccoccia, Steubenville 

(Football) 
1986: Bud Billiard, Brooke !Football) 
1987: George Straoer. St. Clairsville 

!Football) 
1988: Dave LaMottc, Br idgeport 

(Wreslling) 
1989: Reno Saccor.c,n. Steubc11111lle 

(Football) 
1990~ Chuck Wan Steubcnv411U (Bas• 

ketball) 
1991: Bud Billiard, Brooke (Foolballl 
1992: Geno Ford. Cambridge (Basket• 

ball!; Jim Polls, Cameron (Wrestling) 
1993: Dave Kova l ick, Barnesville 

(Foolhall) 
1994: Fred Heathei i 11oton, 

Steubenville !Baseball) • 
1995: Sam Andy, Wheeling Park (Bas

kotball) 
1996: John Magistro Bellaire !Fool• 

bam 
1997: M,ke Linsky, John Marshall 

(Foothall) 
1998: Dee Davi s, Wheeling Park ([las

koilMII) 
1999: Wavnn Ncl!ly, Weir (Foolhalll 

2000: La rry Shaw. Oak G len 
(Wrnstlingl 
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Steubenville Catholic Cen
tral'~ Greg Bahcn took the 
Crusader football team won an 
OhJO Division VI regional title 
and made it all the way to the 
state championship game. 

l·ollowing arc capsules on 
the Coach of the Year finalists: 

Hubba Kapral 
(St. John Central) 

Kapral"s St. John Central 
girb • track team capped a great 
run last spring with a runnerup 
finish m the Ohio Division Ill 
state track meet in Columbus. 

A~ head ·track coach at St. 
John Central for the past I 8 
year~ and head girls· basketball 
coach for the past dozen sea
sons. Kapral is no stranger to 
succes~. 

Hi, girls· track team has 
won cicht OV AC Class A 
title~. i11clutling the last five. 
and also hhs five district cham
pion~hips and three regional 
runnerup finishes to its credit. 

St. John is the two-time 
defending champions.in the 
Shadyside Relays and the Bel
laire Invitational and Kapral is 
a three-time Ohio District 
Coach or the Year honoree. 

On the hardwood. the Ladv 
Irish basketball team presented 
Kapral with his sixth OV AC 
Class A title in I 2 vears this 
pa~t winter. • 

Kapral is also a three-time 
Ohio District Coach of the 
Year honoree in girls· basket
hall and was The Associated 
Press· Ohio Divi~ion IV Coach 
of the Year in 2000. 

His 200 I St. John squad 
won OV AC. sectional and dis
trict championships to earn a 
regional tournament berth and 
finished with a 2 3-2 mark. 

Donnie Madzia 
(Harrison Central) 

Madi'ia led a veteran Harri
son Central boys· basketball 
icam to unprecedented heights 

NEWS•IEGISTER/BILL VAN HORNE 
COACH OF THE -YEAR FINALISTS 

Bubba Kapral 

Game each of the,past two 
years. 

Eric Meck 
(Weir) 

Meck made his first ~eason 
at the Weir High helm a mem
orable one as his Red Riders 
won the West Virginia Class 
t\A state football champi
onship with one of the mo~t 
dominating playoff runs in 
Super Six history. 

Weir's 40-0 blowout of 
defending state champion 
Bluefield in the Class AA title 
game at Wheeling Island Stacli
um put the finishing touches 
on a dazzling I 3-1 season for 
Meek·s Red Riders. 

In four playoff games. 
Meck's double-A juggernaut 
outscored its opponents by a 
whopping 162-15. 

Meek has compiled a 70-46 
(.603) record in I I seasons as 
a head coach at Toronto. 
Wellsville and Weir. 
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Donnie Madzia Eric Meek Gene Monteleone Reno Sacco1 

ginia state meet. 
Nevertheles~. this; past sca

~on wa~ truly a breakout year 
for the Patriots and their head 
coach. 

They dominated the OV AC 
lOurnament from start to finish 
for the school's sixth overall 
title and didn't lose a dual meet 
all year. 

Among their dual meet vic
tims were I 0-time West Vir
ginia Class A-AA champion 
Oak Glen - Park·s first win 
over the Golden Bears in I 0 
years - and defending West 
Virginia Class AAA champion 
Parkersburg South. 

Wheeling Park was ranked 
No. I in the slate for most of 
the year and lived up to that 
billing in the postseason. 

The Patriots posted a com
fortable victory over Parkers
burg South ·s defending 
champs in the Region One 
tournament. A week later. 
'"-•• • - ' ---~•- ••-n •-.-.- •••""'•" fJ..,..., 

Btg Red also won the 1984 
Ohio Division II title and was 
state runnerup in 1987 and 
1988. 

Steubenville has won I 0 
regional championships under 
Saccoccia and he's coached 24 
first-team All-Ohioans. 

Nine of his teams have gone 
unbeaten in the regular season· 
and Big Red is currently riding 
a 30-game regular-season win
ning streak dating back to the 
enl of the 2002 campaign. 

Reno is the only one of 
tonight· s nominees to have 
won~this award previously and 
he· s one of on Iv six coaches to 
win it twice. ' 

He was named OV AC 
Coach of the Year in 1985 fol
lowing Big Red:s 1984 state 
championship run and was also 
the 1989 OV AC Coach of the 

. Year after back-to-back trips to 
the state championship game. 

Among the countless coach-
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Marshall's football 
and it didn ·1 take lo 
a common Iheme ru 
through all of our c1 

tions. 
There·s no doubt 

. heck of a football c• 
Had John Marsh.i 

to mount a run throe 
playoffs and win th, 
championship last f 
would have been th· 
coach in West Virg 
to win state titles in 
ent decades. 

He won Class Ai 
pionships at Duval 
and 1982. The 199 
AAA state champio 
John Marshall earn< 
1997 News-Regish 
Horne Coach of the 
Award. 

But that really w, 
most of the coaches 
talk about. 

As good a coach 
u 1•u• f h~u ,. ,, ;, I hi" n 



Stcubenv,110 ct1aseoa11, 
1995: Sam Andy, Wheeling Park !Bas 

ketball) 
1996: John Magistro, Bellaire (Foot

hall) 
1997: Mike Linsky. John Marshall 

(Football) 
1998: Dea Dav,s, Whct>l1n9 Park (Bas

kethalll 
1999 Wayne Neely. Weir (FootbalU 

2000: Larry Sh,.w Oak Glen 
IWresthngt 

2001: r erry Edwarus. Whccltng Cen
tral IBasahalll 

2002 Craig Schncicl, Magnolia 
nr .. ck> 

2003: J,m Thomas Wheeling Central 
IFootballl 
"'2004: Gene Ammir;,nte. Bellaun (Bas 
ketball) 

2005: N,kki Hardman, Magn, I,a (Bas 
,ctball) 

tnct chnmp1on~hIps to earn a 
regional tournament berth and 
filli\hcd with a 23·2 mark. 

Donnie Madzia 
(Harrison Central) 

Mad11a led a veteran Harri• 
,on Ccntr.11 boy~· basketball 
team to unprecedented heights 
I,1).t winter. 

In a \ea,on of firsts. his 21-3 
Hu\l,.1e\ ,ct a ,chool record for 
v1t·torie\. cclip),ing the mark of 
15 win, they \et the year 
ht:tore 

They beat Indian Creek and 
Ea,t Liverpool to win the 
,chool"'> flN Ohio Division II 
,ccllonal bm,ketball title and 
then knocked off Tri• Valley to 
l!ive H,11T1..,on Central its first 
C)hio Di, 1'>1011 II di~trict bas
ketball crov. 11 and regional 
tournament berth. 

Tho'>e would be impressive 
acrnmplbhments for any team 
but the fact that Madz~a and 
the Hu,kic, ,truggled through 
,m O 20 campaign when this 
year's seniors were freshmen is 
testimony to Madzia"s commit• 
mcnt ro hi, players and his 
player,· commitment to their 
coach. 

The following year. Harrison 
Central improved to 8-1 3 with 
four ,ophomores and a fresh
man III the ~tarting lineup. 

rwo years ago. the Huskies 
,ct a ,chool record by going 
I 5 7. \Citing the stage for last 
wmter·.., brilliance. 

It didn"t come ea~ily. The 
avera!!e height of Madzia ·s 
fi,e .,tarter ... was a shade under 
5 I I <11KI several missed sig• 
n1ficant tune during the season 
due to 111june.., and illness. 

But whatever they may have 
lacked.in '17.e and medical 
good forlllne. they more _than 
made up for 111 rhc chemistry 
and cohc\ion Mad1.ia had been 
nurturing in rhem since taking 
the Harri~on Central reins five 
year~ ago. 

Mad"1a wa, an Ohio Divi
..,ion II District Coach of the 
Year in 2005 and has oeen 
..,clec-icd a~ one of the coaches 
tor the Ohio District 5 All-Star 

In tour playoll games. 
Meek·s double-A juggernaut 
outscored its opponents by a 
whopping 162-15. 

Meck has compiled a 70-46 
( .603) record in 1 I seasons as 
a head coach at Toronto. 
Wellsville and Weir. 

He coached three state• 
ranked teams at Wellsville. 
Last year·s Red Riders spent 
the entire season in the West 
Virginia state rankings before 
cmbarkin!! on their state cham
pionship run and won the sev• 
enth OV AC football champi
onship in school history. 

Meck cut his coaching teeth 
as a graduate assistant under 
current Ohio State head man 
Jim Tressel at Youngstown 
Stale from 1990-92 and was 
on the staff when the Penguins 
beat Marshall. 25-17. to win 
the 1991 NCAA Division f. 
AA national championship. 

Meck al,o spent the 2003 
and 2004 seasons as running 
backs coach at NCAA Division 
l•AA Robert Morris University 
under former New York Jets 
head coach Joe Walton before 
returning to the valley to take 
over the Weir High program. 

Gene Monteleone 
(Wheeling Park) 

Four years ago. Gene Mon· 
teleone took over a once.proud 
Wheeling Park wrestling pro
gram that didn ·1 even have 
enough wrestlers to field a 
complete team. 

Today. his Patriots are mas
ters of the West Virginia and 
OV AC wrestling world. 

Since taking the head coach
ing reins at Wheeling Park. 
Monteleone·s roster has grown 
from less than I O wrestlers to 
nearly 50 this past year and the 
quality has kept pace with the 
quantity. 

Monteleone·s rebuilding 
project caught people"s atten• 
tion two years ago when 
Wheeling Park won the OV AC 
Class AAAA tournament iitle. 
finishing second to Oak Glen 
in the over.ill standings. and 
placed third at the West Vir• ' 
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the year and lived up to that 
billing in the po~t~ea'>on. 

The Patriot\ po~tcd a com 
fortable victory over Parkers
burg South· s defending 
champ., in the Region One 
tournament. A week later. 
Monteleone·, matmcn won the 
'>late champion..,hip by an even 
larger margin. 

Reno Saccoccla 
(Stcuhcnvillc) 

Reno led Steubenville to the 
first 15•0 sea,on in Ohio Val
ley lli-,tory and finished it off 
in ,tvle with a :?8-7 thra-,hinu 
of Columbu~ DeSale, in the~ 
Ohio Di vision Ill ch,unpi
on,hip game at a cold and 
,now} Paul Brown T iger Sta
dium in Mas,illon. 

It was the second state 
champion'>hip for Saccoccia. 
who has compiled a dazzling 
226•45 (.834) record in his 23 
seasons at Steubenville. and he 
wa~ honored by The A'>~oc1at
ed Press as the Ohio Division 
Ill Coach of the Year. 

11\.. VYU-~ IUUll\,,,U V ,- , ._...,_, 

Coach of the .Year in 1985 fol• 
lowing Big Red'.s 1984 state 
championship run and was also 
the 1989 OV AC Coach of the 
Year after back-to-back trip~ to 
the ~late championship game. 

Among the countless coach• 
IIH! award~ and honor~ he's 
collected over the years. Snc
coccia is also a three.time win• 
ner of The lntelligencer·s High 
School Football Coach of the 
Year award. 

Sad Weck !"or OV AC 
Sadly. a former recipient of 

the OV AC"s most prestigious 
coaching award won·t be with 
us at Wc~Banco Arena tomor
row night. 

Joh11Marshall l<.>otball coach 
M ike Linsky was taken from 
us much too soon last week 
when he lost his courageous 
battle with cancer. 

I had the chance to share 
some memories Inst week with 
a number of coaches who 
matched wits with Mike during 
the 23 seasons he guided John 

1997 News-Re~ister/Bi 
Horne Coach ot the Yea 
Award. 

But that really wasn ·1 
most of the coaches war 
talk about. 

As good a coach as M 
was. thcv said. he was a 
better person and friend 

It has been said that ti 
measure of a man lies rn 
the tasks he pc.:rfonns dt 
his time here on earth b1 
the memories he leaves 
for those he loved and ti 
who loved him. 

If that's the case. it w 
quite some time before: 
measures up to Mike Li 

The prayers and symr 
?f the Intelligencer/Ne\\ 
1stcr sports depa11men1 , 
his wife Sandy. son Jert 
.ind daughters Lori. Mi~ 
Chelsea~ 

We"ll miss him. too. 
Don Clegg cm, be re< 

l'ia e-mail at: Cl<'gg@11, 
re>:i,wer.net 



By DON CLEGG 

·1 h1: ninain L·11mc:-. dO\\ 11 on 0111: ol 
th1: mo,t :-.lll.'l'e,,Jlil )e,1r, in the h1,1ory 
l>I" the Oh111 V ,tlky AlhleI ic Conkr1:11Le 
10111unow ni~h, when \Vh .. ·clinl!':-. \\'i:s
B,t11l.'l> AIL'll:i IH)sts thi: 2 I ,1 aniwal 
OV .-\C lh11qttl'I n( Cha111pio11:-. . 

Door~ open al 5: ~IJ p.111. with 1h1: pro
,·c1:d1m.!, ~1.:ttint? u1Hkr \\'a\' at (1:30. 

A, ah, ;1~ ~- it-pr11111i,e, 1(1 b1: a me1110-
rabk C\l!lll. 

A total nr ., 7 rnlkgi: ,d1olar~hip~ 
1111.tllim.! 1c10re than S27.000 will l1e 
,1\\'arde~I to ,onll' of the 1.:011kn:nL·e·, 
top :-i.:hobr-athktes and more than 60 
OV AC d1amp1l lll~hip team~ l'rnm the 
?005-06 ".:hnnl vi:ar \\ Ill bi: nn hand to 
pk!.: up their chainpion~hip b,mnen,. 

Si:\ era! major a,1 ard~ ,Irt' al.,o sl.'hcd
uled to lh: pr~,clllecl. highlighted b) the 
announi.:e111c11t ol the Bill Van 
Honte, N1:w,-Re!!i~ter O\· AC Co,1d1 of 
the '\'1!,11. -

The ,1ward 1s n,tmcd 111 honor of the 
latL' Bill \ ,Ill Horne. a d1.1rter mcmher 
or the O\' AC Hall or Fame whn spent 
more than a half-t:cntury d1ronicling the 
t:art!cr, of Ohio V,1l lc-v L'Oat.·he, and alh 
kll:, .i, '[ll)r\., eJit,1r ,it till' Tinll'~ 
Lca<.kr ,111d \\'111.:eltn!! :'-kws-Re!!i~ter. 

The ,ekL·tio11 wa-. ·made h\' th'"c 
0\'AC Coad1 of the Year L'C>mmitll!c. 
whidl ~oliril.:d 110111inations frolll llle<.lia 
members in the 0\1.-\C ..:ovl!rn!!e area. 

Li~tL·d in alphahctiL·al ord.:r:thi~ 
vc.ir·s fi\'e t'inalisb !'or the Bill Van 
Horn.:, \'l!\b-Ro..'!!i,tcr OVAC Co:1d1 ol lhe Year are· ~ 
■ Bubba Kapral. l:kllairc St. John 

Central ( !!irh • trnd.!ba,!...ctball) 
II Don11i.: i\lad1.1a. Harr1~llll Central 

t hm , • h,1,ketba II ) 
■ Eric Med,. Weir / lootbull) 
• Gene :vlontdconc. Whcchm! Par!... (\\ rcstllll!! ) • 
■ Ren~> S.iel.'lK·c1a. Steuhcn\ illc 

( football/ 
A number or i:oad1cs just mis~ed 

makinl.'. the fin.ii fi\'e. 
1111:lltdcd among llm~c arc peof)lc like: 

John M,llmlro. \\ho led the Bellaire 
Hich foolball lcam throu!!h an undcfeai
edi·.:gul.tr ~C:,l~l)ll. and Gene Ammi
ranle. \\ho did lhc: --.une ~Ith the Br!! 
Rc:d,. boy~· ba~keth,11I tcam. • 

That \,·a~ the frN time ,lll OV AC 
school ha~ had unbcaicn football anti 
boy,; b,1~ke1bnll teams in the ~ame year 
,ince Bri<.lg.epon High tllrncd the 1ri1;k 
b,11."I-: in 1965-66. 

Oak Glen \\'fl!stlin!! coad1 Larrv 
Sha,· .. the 2000 OV AC Coad1 ot' the 
Year. \1·a, ,n11>1her near-1111,, ,tflcr \\'in
nmg an unprecedented I 0th ~tr.tight 
\Vc,l \'ircinia Cl.t" A-AA \\l"l!\ll tn!! 
d1a111p1011,h1p. -

<in ,, ,1, Brooke H 1gh chccrlc.id1ng 
co,1d1 Chri, ~llll'in. \\ ho~c Brum, 
hrot t:hl home., sixth s1r,1 it?hl West v·r
l.'.ini,iCla,s AAA L"rown. • 
- \\'hedin!! Ccn1r,t1·~ Mil-:1! Yollll!! \\Oil 
a \Ve~l \'ircin1.i Clas, A toolh,tll title in 
hi~ first se(1.~on al the helm or his alma 
matt!r while iVlaroon Kni!!ht haseball 
rnm:h Jim \\'odu~l-:y and tennis coad1 
Pel!!!\' Daikr also rccdvcd stront? crn1-
sith:ri11ion fllllowin!! lht.:ir te,11ns·\w1e 
1.:ha111pion,h1p ,t.:a~on,. 


