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Coach of the Year

Steubenville football coach Reno Saccoccia, standing
alongside his wife, Patty, was named the Bill Van
Horne/News-Register OVAC Coach of the Year at the 21st
annual OVAC Banguet of Champions Monday at WesBan-
co Arena, Saccoccia led Big Red to a perfect 15-0 season
and an Ohio Division Il championship.
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OVAC Coach ef the Year down to fi\

By DON CLEGG
I-ar The Times Leader

The curtain comes down on one of the most
successul yvears in the history of the Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference tomorrow night
when Wheeling™s WesBanco Arena hosts the
2 st annuat QVAC Banguet of Champions.

Daoors open at 3:30 pom. with the proceed-
ings getting under way at 6:30. As always, 1t
promises Lo be a memaorablie event.

A total of 37 college scholarships wtalling

more than 527000 will be awarded o some of

the conterence’™s op scholar-athletes and more
than 60 OVAC championship weams from the
2005-06 school vear will be on hand 1o pick up
theer championship banners.

Several major awards are also scheduled to
be presented. highhighted by the announcement
of the Bl Van Horne'News-Register OVAC
Coach ob the Yvear.

Fhe aveard s pamed v honor ol the late Biil

Van Horne, & charter member of the
OVAC Hall of Fame who spent
more than a half-century chromi-
cling the careers ol Ohio
Valley coaches and athletes
as sports editor at the Times
Leader and Wheeling
News-Register.

The sclection was mude
by the OVAC Couch of the
Year committee, which
solicited nominations from
media members in the OVAC
coverage ared.

Listed in alphabetical order,
this year’s live finadists for the Bill '
Van Horne/News-Register OVAC
Couch ol the Year are:

* Bubba Kapral, Bellaire St John Central (girls”

track/baskethall)
» Donnie Madzia.
Ketbally

Harrison Ceniral (boys™ bas

* LZric Meck. Weir (footbally

+ Gene Monteleone. Wheeling
Park (wrestling)

. Reno Saccocceia,
Steubenville (football)

A number of coaches
Just missed making the tinal
five.

Included among
those are people like John
Magistro. who led the
Bellaire High football eam
through an undefeated regular
season, and Gene Ammirante.
who did the same with the Big
Reds boys™ basketball 1eam,

That was the first time an OVAC
school has had unbeaten football and boys™ bas-
ketball teams in the same vear since Bridgeport
High turned the trick back in 1965-66.

Ouak Glen wrestling coach Larry Shaw, the
2000 OVAC Couach of the Year. was another

\

near-miss after winming an unprecede
straight West Virginia Class A-AA
championship.

So was Brooke Hizh cheerleadi
Chris Stucin, whaose Bruins brough
sixth straight West Virginia Class AA S

Wheeling Central’s Mike Young we
Virginia Class A football title i his i1
at the helm of his alma mater while
Knight baseball coach Iim Wodusky a
coach Peggy Dailer also received stion
eration following their teams’ state
onship seasons.

Steubenville Cathalic Centrallls Gn
took the Crusader tfootball team won
Division V1 regional title and made
way 1o the state championship game.

Following are capsules on the Cou
Year finalists:

See, OVAC. Page B2
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i comes down on one of the most
cears in the history of the Ohio
cue Conlerence tomorrow night
mg’s WesBanco Arena hosts the
WVAC Banquet of Champions,
moat 530 pom. with the proceed-
under way at 6:30. As always. it
e a miemorable event.

37 college schotarships 1otatling
70000 will be avarded to some of
s op seholar-athletes and more
AC championship teams from the
wl vear will be on hand 10 pick up
aiship banners.
ajor avwards are also scheduled w
fnghhizhted by the announcement
Aan-Horme/'News-Register OVAC
Year,
is maamed 10 honor of the late Bill

Van Horne. @ charer member of the
OVAC Hall of Fame who spent
more than a half-century chroni-
cling the careers of Ohjo
Valley coaches and athleles
is sports editor at the Times
Leader and Wheeling
News-Register,

The sclection was made
by the OVAC Coach of the
Year committee. which
solicited nontinations from
media members in the OVAC
coverage arei.

Listed in alphabetical order,
this year's five finalists for the Bill
Van Horne/News-Register OVAC
Coach ol the Year are:

* Bubba Kapral. Bellaire St John Ceatra {girls’
track/basketball)

* Donnie Madzix, Harrison Ceniral {boys™ bas-
ketbally

* Liric Meek. Weir (footbally
* Gene Monteleone. Wheeling
Park (wrestling}
C Reno Saccoceia,
Steubenville (football)

A nuniber of coaches
Jjust missed making the final

five,

included among
those are people like John
Magistra. who led the
Belluire High footbali team
through an undefeated regular
scason. and Gene Ammirante,
who did the same with the Big
Reds boys™ basketball team,

That was the first time an OVAC
school has had unbeaten football and boys™ bas-
Retball weams in the same year since Bridzeport
High turned the trick back in 1965-66.

Ouk Glen wrestling coach Larry Shaw . (he
2000 OVAC Coach of the Year. was another

Ve

near-miss after winning an weprecedented 10th
straight West Virginia Class A-AA wrestling
championship.

So was Brooke High cheerleading coach
Chris Stucin. whase Bruins bronsht home a
sixth straight West Virginia Class AAA crown.

Wheeling Central’s Mike Young won a West
Virginia Class A football title in his [irst season
at the helm of his alma mater while Maroon
Knight baseball coach Jim Wodushy and tennis
coach Pegey Duiler also received strong consid-
eration folowing their teams” state champi-
onship seasons.

Steubenville Cathotic Centralls Gres Bahen
ook the Crusader [oothall team won an Ohio
Division VI regional title and made it all the
way 10 the state championship game

Following are capsules on the Cosch of the
Year finalists:

See, OVAC. Page B2
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BUBBA KAPRAL (ST. JOHN CENTRAL)

Kapral's St. John Central girls™ track team
capped a great run last spring with a runnerup
finish in the Ohio Division III state track meet
in Columbus.

As head track coach at St. John Central for
the past 18 years and head girls’ basketball
coach for the past dozen seasons, Kapral is no
stranger [0 Success.

His girls’ track team has won eight OVAC
Class A titles. including the last five. and also
has five district championships and three
regional runnerup finishes to its credit.

St. John is the two-time defending champi-
ons in the Shadyside Relays and the Bellaire
Invitational and Kapral is a three-time Ohio
District Coach of the Year honoree.

On the hardwood, the Lady Irish basketball
teamn presented Kapral with his sixth OVAC
Class A titie in 12 years this past winter.

Kapral is also a three-time Ohio District
Coach of the Year honoree in girls’ basketball
and was The Associated Press’ Ohio Division
IV Coach of the Year in 2000,

His 2001 St. John squad won OVAC, sec-
tional and district championships to earn a
regional tournament berth and finished with a
23-2 mark.

DONNIE MADZIA
(HARRISON CENTRAL)

Madzia led a veteran Harrison Central boys’
basketball team to unprecedented heights last
winter.

In a season of firsts, his 21-3 Huskies set a
school record for victories, eclipsing the mark
of 15 wins they set the year before.

They beat Indian Creek and East Liverpool
to win the school’s first Ohio Division II sec-
tional basketball title and then knocked off Tri-
Valley to give Harrison Central its first Ohio
Division II district basketball crown and region-
al tournament berth.

Those would be impressive accomplish-
ments for any team but the fact that Madzia and
the Huskies struggled through an 0-20 cam-
paign when this year’s seniors were freshmen is
testimony to Madzia's commitment to his play-
ers and his players commitment to their coach.

The following year, Harrison Central
improved to 8-13 with four sophomores and a
freshman in the starting lineup.

Two years ago, the Huskies set a school
record by going 15-7, setting the stage for last
winter’s brilliance.

It didn’t come easily. The average height of
Madzia’s five starters was a shade under 5-11
and several missed significant time during the
season due to injuries and illness.

But whatever they may have lacked in size
and medical good fortune, they more than made
up for in the chemistry and cohesion Madzia
had been nurturing in them since taking the
Harrison Central reins five years ago.

Madzia was an Ohio Division II District
Coach of the Year in 2005 and has been select-
ed as one of the coaches for the Ohio District 5
All-Star Game each of the past two years.

ERIC MEEK (WEIR)

Meek made his first season at the Weir High

helm a memorable one as his Red Riders won

ale %r A A -al =11
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~ KAPRAL

Park won the OVAC
Class AAAA tourna-
ment title, finishing
second to Oak Glen in
the overall standings,
and placed third at the
West Virginia state
meet.

Nevertheless, this
past season was truly a
breakout year for the
Patriots and their head
coach.

They dominated the
OVAC tournament
from start to finish for

the school’s sixth
overall title and didn’t
| lose a dual meet all

year.
Among their dual
meet victims were 10-
time West Virginia
Class A-AA champion
Oak Glen -- Park’s
first win over the
Golden Bears in 10
years -- and defending
West Virginia Class
AAA champion
Parkersburg South.
Wheeling Park was
ranked No. | in the
state for most of the
year and lived up to

o4 that billing in the post-

season.
The Patriots posted a’

comfortable victory

over Parkersburg

South’s defending

champs in the Region

One tournament. A

week later,

Monteleone’s matmen

won the state champi-

onship by an even
larger margin.

RENOQ SACCOCCIA
(STEUBENVILLE)
Reno led

Steubenville to the

first 15-0 season in

1 Ohio Valley history

and finished it off in
style with a 28-7
thrashing of Columbus
DeSales in the Ohio
Division III champi-
onship game at a cold
and snowy Paul
Brown Tiger Stadium
in Massillon.

It was the second

SACCOCCIA  state championship for

Saccoccia,

OVAC COACH OF THE YEAR who has com-

! : ; piled a daz-
1969; Frank Baxter, i (Basketbal! .

1970- Henry Lazasz, Warren Consoldated | Z}iNg 226-45

{Basketball (.834) record

1871 Chuck Watt. Steubenvila (Baskethatl

lem his MY mnn



Those would be impressive accomplish-
ments for any team but the fact that Madzia and
the Huskies struggled through an 0-20 cam-
paign when this year’s seniors were freshmen is
testimony to Madzia’s commitment to his play-
ers and his players commitment to their coach.

The following year, Harrison Central
improved to 8-13 with four sophomores and a
freshman in the starting lineup.

Two years ago, the Huskies set a school

record by going 15-7, setting the stage for last |

winter’s brilliance.

It didn’t come easily. The average height of
Madzia's five starters was a shade under 5-11
and several missed significant time during the
season due to injuries and illness.

But whatever they may have lacked in size
and medical good fortune, they more than made
up for in the chemistry and cohesion Madzia
had been nuriuring in them since taking the
Harrison Central reins five years ago.

Madzia was an Ohio Division II District
Coach of the Year in 2005 and has been select-
ed as one of the coaches for the Ohio District 5
All-Star Game each of the past Iwo years.

ERIC MEEK (WEIR)

Meek made his first season at the Weir High
helm a memorable one as his Red Riders won
the West Virginia Class AA state football
championship with one of the most dominating
playoff runs in Super Six history.

Weir's 40-0 blowout of defending state
champion Bluefield in the Class AA title game
at Wheeling Island Stadium put the finishing
touches on a dazzling 13-1 season for Meek’s
Red Riders.

In four playoff games, Meek’s doubie-A jug-
gernaut outscored its opponents by a whopping
162-15.

Meek has compiled a 70-46 (.603) record in
i1 seasons as a head coach at Toronto,
Wellsville and Weir.

He coached three state-ranked teams al
Wellsville. Last year's Red Riders spent the
entire season in the West Virginia state rank-
ings before embarking on their state champi-
onship run and won the seventh OVAC football
championship in school history.

Meek cut his coaching teeth as a graduate
assistant under current Ohio State head man Jim
Tressel at Youngstown State from 1990-92 and
was on the staff when the Penguins beat
Marshall. 25-17, to win the 1991 NCAA
Division 1-AA national championship.

Meek also spent the 2003 and 2004 seasons
as running backs coach at NCAA Division I-
AA Robert Morris University under former
New York Jets head coach Joe Walton before
returning to the valley to take over the Weir
High program.

GENE MONTELEONE
(WHEELING PARK)

Four years ago, Gene Monteleone took over
a once-proud Wheeling Park wrestling program
that didn’t even have enough wrestlers to field a
complete team.

Today. his Patriots are masters of the West
Virginia and OVAC wrestling world.

Since taking the head coaching reins at
Wheeling Park. Monteleone’s roster has grown
from less than 10 wrestlers to nearly 50 this
past year and the quality has kept pace with the
quantity.

Monieleone's rebuilding project caught peo-
ple’s attention two years ago when Wheeling

One tournament. A
week later,
Monteleone’s matmen
won the state champi-
onship by an even
larger margin.
RENO SACCOCCIA
{STEUBENVILLE)

Reno led
Steubenville to the
— first 15-0 season in
Ohio Valley history
and finished it off in
style with a 28-7
thrashing of Columbus
DeSales in the Ohio
Division I champi-
onship game at a cold
and snowy Paul
Brown Tiger Stadium
in Massillon.

It was the second

SACCOCCIA  state championship for
Saccoccia,

OVAC COACH OF THE YEAR who has com-

1969: Frank Baxler, piled a daz-

zling 226-45
(.834) record
in his 23 sea-

2 {Basketbasi)
1970: Henry Lazasz, Warren Consolidated

( I}
1971: Chuck Watl, Steubenville (Basketball)
4972: Tom Korab, Steub. Cathotc (Football)

980: Jim Thomas, Whealing Central (Football
1831 Johys Stark, Bishop Donahug (Basketbat)

1373 %ﬂ:}rm Magnngri‘e Foo - sons at
1974: Bl Hi ner, John ing): i
J?G il Steubenviile,
(975 RicLWIinsh Toronto {Footbal) and heﬁ he
1 i , Toronto

1376: Sam Andy, Wheeling Park (Basketbal} .'}0 no r% by
1977: Tom Vichich, Shadyside (Track} . €
1978: Terry L u.BuekegeTraﬂ(Baskeﬂ:aII) Associated
1979: George SL Clairsville {Footbally Press as the

Ohio Division

1982: Mel Coleman, Wintersvitle

1983: Skip Prosser, Wheeling Ceniral Il Coach of

(Basketball) the Year.
19845Man(Hu!iman..S @ (Basketball} Big Red
lﬁzﬁﬁdmamm.m‘“(@%ﬂﬁ‘ ® 1 also won the
:gg:gwrgemmgefé%w Iairsw‘w gnqomall) 1984 Ohio
: Dave LaMotle, I T
1sas:nem3am:aa.sm$€“nvimw£&)an) Division

title and was
state runnerup

1980: Chuck Watt, Steubernville (Basketball
1991: Bud Billiard, Brooke (Foothall)
1992: Gene Ford, Cambridge {Basketbatl); Jim

Polts, Cameron (Wresting) in 1987 and
1993: Dave Kovalick, Bamesville { 1988.

1994: Fred Heatherington, Steubsnville

{Basebal) .
1995: Sam Andy, Wheeling Park {Basketbal) Steubenville

1996: John Magistro, Bellzire (Football)

1997: Mike Linsky, John Marshall (Football

1998: Doe Davis, ing Park (Basketball)
1999; Wayne Neely, Weir (Football

2000: Lary Shaw, Oak Glen (Wrestling)

2001: Terry Edwards, Wheeling Central

has won {0
regional cham-
pionships
under-r

{Baseball) Saccoccia and
2002: Graig Schneid, Magnolia (Track) v
m:JiﬁMmas,WhMeaglingcgma[smm he’s coached

24 first-team
All-Ohioans.

Nine of his
teamns have gone unbeaten in the regular season
and Big Red is currently riding a 30-game regu-
lar-season winning streak dating back to the end
of the 2002 campaign.

Reno is the only one of tonight’s nominees
to have won this award previously and he’s one
of only six coaches to win it twice.

He was named OVAC Coach of the Year in
1985 following Big Red’s 1984 state champi-
onship run and was also the 1989 OVAC
Coach of the Year after back-to-back trips to
the state championship game.

Among the countless coaching awards and
honors he’s collected over the years. Saccoccia
is also a three-time winner of The
Intelligencer’s High Schoo! Football Coach of
the Year Award.

2004: Gena Ammirante, Beflaire (Basketball}
2005: Nikki Hardman, Magnofia (Basketball
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OVAC CoACH
Or THE YEAR

1969: Frank Baxter, Bridgepon (Bas-
ketball) ’

1970: Henry Lazasz. Warren Consoli-
dated (Basketballl

197 % Chuck Wail, Steubenville {Bas-
ketball)

1972: Tom Korab, Steuh. Catholic

(Foothall)
1973: Lou Nocida, Magnalia (Football
/Baskethalll
1974: Bill Hinegardner, John Marshall
{Wrestling); Jay Circosta, Woodsfield
{Foothall)
1975: Rich Wilinski, Toronto {Fool-
ball)
1976: Sam Andy. Wheehng Park (Bas-
ketball)
1977: Tom Vichich, Shadyside (Track)
1978: Tarry Leggett, Buckeye Trail
{Baskethall)
1979; George Strager, St, Clairsville
(Foolball)
1980; Jim Thomas, Wheeling Ceniral
(Football)
1981: John Stanko, Bishop Donahue
{Basketbail)
1882: Mel Coleman, Wintersvilfe
(Basketball)
1983: Skip Prosses, Wheeling Central
{Baskaetball)
1984: Mark Hufiman, Skyvue (Basket-
ball}
1985; Reno Saccoccia, Steubenvitle
(Football}
1986: Bud Billiard, Brooke (Football)
1987: George Strager, St. Clairsville
(Foatball)
1988: Dave LaMotte, Bridgeport
{Wrestling)
1989: Reno Saccocan, Steubenwville
{Football)
1994 Chuck Watt Steubenwille (Bas-
kethall)
1991: Budi Billiard, Brooke (Foolball}
1992; Gene Ford. Cambridge {Basket-
ball); Jim Poits, Cameron (Wrestling)
1953: Dave Kovalick, Barnesville
{Foothall)
1954; Fred Heatherington,
Steubenville (Basebatl}
1995: Sam Andy, Wheeling Park {Bas-
kethatl)
1996: John Magistro Bellaire (Fool-
bali}
1967: Mike Linsky, John Marshall
(Football}
1998: Dee Davis, Wheeling Park (Bas-
kesball)
1999: Wayna Neely, Weir (Footballt
2000: Larry Shaw, Oak Glen
(Wrestling)
NI Tarry Fawards Wheelinng Cen-

BorToM LINE

Cetinued from page Bl

Steubenvitle Catholic Cen-
tral’s Greg Bahen took the
Crusader football team won an
Ohio Division VI regional title
and made it a1l the way 10 the
state championship game.

Following arc capsules on
the Coach of the Year finalists:

Bubba Kapral
{St. John Central)

Kapral's St. John Central
girls™ track tcam capped a great
run last spring with a runnerup
finish tn the Ohio Division 11
state track meet in Columbus,

As head track coach at St.
John Central for the past 18
years and head girls” basketball
coach for the past dozen sea-
sons, Kapral is no stranger to
SUCCESS,

His girls™ track tcam has
won eight OVAC Class A
titles, including the last five,
and also his five district cham-
pionships and three regional
runnerup finishes to its credit.

St. John is the two-time
defending champions,in the
Shadyside Relays and the Bel-
laire Invitational and Kapral is
1 three-iime Ohio Disirict
Coach of the Year honoree.

On the hardwood. the Lady
Irish basketball tcam presented
Kapral with his sixth OVAC
Class A title in 12 years this
past winter.

Kapral is ulso a three-time
Ohio District Coach of the
Year honoree in girls” basket-
ball and was The Associated
Press” Ohio Division £V Coach
of the Year in 2000.

His 2001 St. John squad
won OVAC, sectional and dis-
trict championships to earn a
regional tournament berth and
finished with a 23-2 mark.

Domnie Madzia
(Harrison Central)

Madzia led a veteran Harri-
son Centrad boys™ basketball
team 1o unprecedented heights

Bubba Kapral

'y

Eric Meek

News-RecisTER/BiLL Uan HoRNE S
GoacH oF THE YEAR FINALISTS
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Gene Monteleone

Reno Saccod

Game each of the past two
years,
Eric Meek
(Weir)

Meek made his first scason
at the Weir High helm a mem-
orable one as his Red Riders
won the West Virginia Class
AA state football champi-
onship with one of the most
dominating playoff runs in
Super Six history.

Weir's 40-0 blowout of
defending state champion
Blueticld in the Class AA litle
game at Wheeling Izsland Stadi-
un put the finishing touches
on a dazzling 13-1 scason for
Meek s Red Riders.

In four playoft games,
Meek's double-A juggernaul
outscored its opponents by a
whopping 162-15.

Meek has compiled a 70-46
(.603) record in 1 | seasons as
a head coach at Toronto,
Wellsville and Weir.

ginia statc meet.

Nevertheless, this past sea-
son wis truly a breakout year
for the Patriots and their head
coach,

They dominated the OVAC
tournament from start to finish
for the school’s sixth overall
title and didn’t lose a dual meet
all year.

Among their dual meet vic-
tims were [0-time West Vir-
ginia Class A-AA champion
Ouk Glen — Park’s first win
over the Golden Bears in 10
years — and defending West
Virginia Class AAA champion
Parkersburg South.

Wheeling Park was ranked
No. ! in the state for most of
the year and lived up to thi
billing in the postseason.

The Patriots posted a com-
fortable victory over Parkers-
burg South’s defending
champs in the Region One
tournament. A week later.

L e e o L

Big Red also won the 1984
Ohio Division 11 title and was
state runnerup in 1987 and
1988,

Steubenville has won 10
regional championships under
Saccoccia and he's coached 24
first-team All-Ohioans.

Nine of his teams have gone
unbeaten in the regular season
and Big Red is currently riding
a 30-game regular-season win-
ning streak dating back 1o the
end of the 2002 campaign.

Reno is the only one of
tonight™s nominees to have
won this award previously and
he's one of only six coaches 1o
win it twice.

He was named OVAC
Couch of the Year in 1985 fol-
lowing Big Red's 1984 state
championship run and was also
the 1989 OVAC Coach of the

. Year after back-to-back trips to

the state championship game.
Among the countless coach-

T e sl hanass ha'o

Marshall’s football
and it didn’t take lo
a2 common theme ru
through all of our ¢
tions.

There's no doubt

, heck of a football ¢

Had John Marsha
to mount a run throt
playoffs and win the
championship last f
would have been th:
coach in West Virg
to win state titles in
ent decades.

He won Class A ¢
pionships at Duval
and [982, The 199
AAA stale champio
John Marshall eamg
1997 News-Registe
Horne Coach of the
Award.

But that really we
most of the coaches
talk about.

As good a coach

wwae thau caild ha u



Steubenville (Baseban;

1995; Sam Andy, Wheeling Park {Bas-
ketbatl)

1996: John Magistro, Bellaire (Foot-
bally

1997: Mike Linsky, John Marshall
{Football)

1998: Dec Davis, Wheeling Pask (Bas-
ketball)

1999: Wayne Neely, Weir {Foothall}

2000: Larry Shaw, Oak Glen

iWresthng}

2001: Terry Edwards, Wheeling Cen-
tral {Baseball)

2002: Craig Schneid. Magnolia
{Track)

2003: Jirn Thomas, Wheeling Central
(Footballl
» 2004; Gene Ammirante, Bellaire (Bas-
ketball)

2005: Nikki Hardman, Magnolia (Bas-
ketball)

trict champronships (o carn a
regional tournament berth and
finished with a 23-2 mark.
Donnic Madzia
{Harrison Central)

Madvzia led a veteran Harri-
son Central boys™ basketball
team to unprecedented heights
last winter.

In a season of tirsts. his 21-3
Huskies sei a school record for
victories. eclipsing the mark of
| 5 wins they sei the year
hefore.

They beat Indian Creek and
Last Liverpool to win the
school s first Ohio Division 11
sectional basketball title and
then knocked off Tri-Valley to
sive Harrison Central its first
Ohio Division 11 district bas-
ketball crown and regional
fournament berth,

Those would be impressive
accomphishments for any team
but the fact that Madzia and
the Huskies struggled through
an 0-20 campaign when his
year’s seniors were freshmen is
testimony to Madzia's commit-
ment to his players and his
players” commitment to their
couch.

The following year, Harrison
Central improved to 8-13 with
tour sophomores and a fresh-
man in the starting lineup.

Twa years ago. the Huskics
set a school record by going
15-7. setting the stage for last
winter's brilliance.

It didn’t come easily. The
average height of Madzia's
five starters was a shade under
5-11 and several missed sig-
nificant time during the season
due 1o injuries and illness.

But whatever they may have
lacked.in size and medical
zood fortune, they more than
made up for in the chemistry
and cohesion Madczia had been
nurturing in them since taking
the Harrison Central reins five
years ago. .

Madzia was an Ohio Divi-
sion 11 District Coach of the
Year in 2005 and has been
selecied as one of the coaches
for the Ohio District 5 All-Star

In tour playofr ganies.
Meek s double-A juggernaut
outscored its opponents by d
whopping 162-15.

Meck has compiled a 70-46
{.603) record in 11 seasons as
a head coach at Toronto,
Wellsville and Weir.

He coached three stale-
ranked teams at Wellsville.
Last year's Red Riders spent
the entire scason in the West
Virginia state rankings before
embarking on their state cham-
pionship run and won the sev-
enth GV AC football chamipi-
onship in school history.

Meek cut his coaching tecth
as a graduate assistant under
curreni Ohio State head man
Jim Tressel at Youngstown
State from 1990-92 and was
on the staff when the Penguins
beat Marshall. 25-17. to win
the 1991 NCAA Division -
AA national championship.

Meck also spent the 2003
and 2004 seasons as running
backs coach at NCAA Division
[-AA Robert Morris University
under former New York Jets
head coach Joe Walton before
returning (o the valley to take
over the Weir High program.

Gene Monteleone
{Wheeling Park)

Four years ago, Gene Mon-
teleone took over a once-proud
Wheeling Park wrestling pro-
gram that didn’t even have
enough wrestlers to field a
complete team.

Today, his Patriots are mas-
ters of the West Virginia and
OVAC wrestling world.

Since taking the head coach-
ing reins at Wheeling Park.
Monteleone’s roster has growin
from less than 10 wrestlers (o
nearly 50 this past year and the
quality has kept pace with the
quantity.

Monteleone™s rebuilding
project caught people’s atien-
tion 1wo years ago when
Wheeling Park won the OVAC
Class AAAA tournament title.
finishing second to Oak Glen
in the overall standings. and
placed third at the West Vir- *

INOL 1IN LIS S 10 U Ol
the yeur and lived up to that
billing in the postseason.

The Patriots posted a com
fortable victory over Parkers-
burg South’s defending
champs in the Region One
tournament. A week later,
Mounleleone’s matmen won the
state championship by an cven
larger margin.

Reno Saccoccia
(Steubenville)

Reno led Steubenville to the
first 15-0 seuson in Ohio Val-
ley history and finished it oft
in style with a 28-7 thrashing
of Columbus DeSales in the
Ohio Division 111 champi-
onship game af a cold and
snowy Paul Brown Tiger Sia-
divm in Massillon,

1t was the second state
championship for Saccoccia,
who has compiled a dazzling
226-45 (.834) record in his 23
seasons at Steubenville, and he
was honored by The Associat-
ed Press as the Ohio Division
111 Coach of the Year.
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Coach of the Year in 1985 fol-
lowing Big Red’s 1984 state
championship run and was also
the 1989 OVAC Coach of the
Year after back-to-back trips to
the state championship game.

Among the countless coach-
ing awirds and honors he's
collected over the years, Sac-
coccia is also a three-lime win-
ner of The Intelligencer’s High
School Football Coach of the
Year award.

Sad Week for OVAC

Sadly. a former recipient of
the OVAC's most prestigious
couching award won’t be with
us al WesBanco Arena tomor-
row night.

John Marshall football coach
Mike Linsky was taken from
us much too soon last week
when he lost his courageous
battle with cancer.

1 had the chance to share
some memories last week with
a number of coaches who
matched wits with Mike during
the 23 seasons he guided John

1997 News-RegistcrlBi
Horne Coach of the Yea
Award.

But that really wasn’t
most of the coaches war
talk about.

As good a coach as M
was, they said. he was a
better person and friend

[t has been said that it
measure of a man lies ns
the tasks he performs di
his time here on earth bi
the memories he leaves
for those he'loved and Ul
who loved him.

If that's the case. it w
guite some time before
measures up to Mike Li

The prayers and symy
of the Intelligencer/New
ister sports department
his wife Sandy, son Jere
and daughters Lori. Mik
Chelsea.

We'll miss him, too.

Don Clegg can be rec
via e-mail at: Clegg@n
register.net



By DON CLEGG

The curtatn comes down on one of
the most suecessiul years in the history
of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conderende
tlomuoriow night when Wheeling's Wes-
Banco Arew hosts the 2 st annud
OV AC Banguet of Champions,

Doors open at 5:30 pom. with ihe pro-
ceedings getting under way at 6:30,

As alway s, it promises 10 be o memo-
rable event,

A total of 37 college scholarships
totalling more than $27.000 will be
awarded to ~omwe al the conlerence's
top seholar-wltteres and more than 60
OVAC championship teams from the
2005-06 school year will be on hand to
pick up their championship banners.

Severat major awards are also sched-
uled 1o e presented. highlighted by the
announcement ot the Bl Vin
Horne/News-Register OVAC Coach of
the Yeuw.

The award 1s named m honor of the
le Bill Van Horne, @ charter menmiber
ol the OVAC Hall of Fame who speit
more than a half-century chronicling the
careers of Ohio Valley coaches and ath
letes as sports editor at the Thmes
Leader and Wheeling News-Register.

The selection was made by the
OVAC Couch of the Yeur commitiee,
wlhich solicited nominations from media
members in the OVAC coverage areq.

Listed in alphabetical order. this
vear's five finalists for the Bill Van
Horne/ New s-Register OVAC Coach of
the Year are:

®Bubbu Kaprut. Beilaire St John
Cenuat (girls" track/bashetbally

Donnie Madzin. Harmson Central
1boys” baskethally

B Eric Meeh. Werr i football)

# Gene Monteleone, Wheeling Park
twrestling s

B Reno Saccoccia, Steubenvitle
(footbally

A number ol couches just missed
making the final five.

Included among those are peaple like
John Magistro. who led the Bellaire
High football team through an undefeat-
ed regular season. and Gene Ammi.
ranle. who did the same with the Big
Reds” boys™ baskethall 1eam.

That was the first time an OVAC
school has had unbewten football and
boys™ basketball teams in the sume year
since Bridgeport High wrmed the trick
back tn 1963-60.

Ouk Glen wrestling couch Larry
Shaw. the 2000 OVAC Coach of the
Yeur, was another near-miss after win-
ning an unprecedented | Oth straigh;
West Virginia Clasy A-AA wrestling
championship.

So was Brooke High cheerleading
cowch Chris Stucin, whose Bruins
Drougii home a sixth straight West Vir-
ginia Class AAA crown,

Wheeling Centrals Mike Young won
a West Virginia Cluss A football Gile in
his first season at the helm of his alma
mater while Maroon Knight busebal]
coach Jim Wodusky and tennis coach
Peggy Bailer also received strong con-
sideration following their teams state
chumptonship seasons,
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