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BOB ROBINSON 
CADILLAC 

16th Street• Downtown Wheeling• 233-8000 

Saluting Excellence in the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

------------------------------r------------------------------

BOB ROBINSON 
' CADILLAC 

16th Street• Downtown Wheell118 • 233·8000 

$100 Donation 
Purchase your next vehicle from Bob Robinson's and 
we will donate $100 back to the O.VAC. Must present 
this coupon at time of purchase. 

BOB ROBINSON 
' CADILLAC 

16th Street• Downtown Wheeling• 233•8000 

$5 Donation 
Purchase a Lube, Oil and Filter Change at Bob 
Robinson's and we will Donate $5 to the O.V.A.C. 
Must present this coupon at time of service. 

For information on the OVAC Hall of Fame, or how to nominate a person into 
the Hall of Fame, contact the OVAC office at 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, 
OH 43906 or call 740-671-3269. 





Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee include, front row left to right, Ron Mauck, Nick Bedway, Doug Huff 
and Robert "Bubba" Kapral. In back are Tom Rataiczak, Dick Wolf, Jeff Harrison and Tom Tisher. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Committee 

Nick Bedway .... Retired Executive Sports Editor, News-Register/The Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Jeff Harrison .................. Associate Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 

Doug Huff ........................................ Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Robert "Bubba" Kapral .... Executive Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 

Ron Mauck .................................................................................... OVAC Meet Director 

Tom Tisher ................................................................ Athletic Director, River High School 

Thomas E. Ratalczak ........................................................ OVAC Executive Secretary 

Dick Wolf ........ Former East Liverpool City Schools Board Member, OVAC Supporter 
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The 2005-2006 OVAC Executive Board. Row 1: George Kohelis, Ohio Board Member; Dan Doyle, Ohio Board Member; 
Marty Hudek, Past President; Jerry Narclsl, President; Dianna Vargo, Vice-President; Tim Haught, West Virginia Board 
Member; Dave Takach, West Virginia Board Member. Row 2: Thomas E. Ratalczak, Executive Secretary; Bob Koch, Class 
A Representative; Ed Cihy, Class AA Representative; Kelly Rine, Class AAA Representative; Blair Closser, Class AAAA 
Representative; Nancy K. Mumley, Treasurer. Row 3: Don Zinni, Football Commissioner; John Howell, Basketball 
Commissioner; Tom Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; Steve Wojcik, Baseball Commissioner. 



Congratulates 
Chuck Howley 
Mike Sherwood 
Terry Snively 

Dee Davis 
Doug Huff 

on their induction to the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame 

ll1ank you for ma~nu us Mountaineer Proud 
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Good Neighbors. Outstanding Agents. Superior Result!i . 

. ~ Congratula.tes 
l;VAC Hall Of Fame 
.J:,t!fX Inductee •• ..... 

Chuck Howley 
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MAGNOLIA ATHLETIC BOOSTERS 

1Life ~cbiebement ~warbs 

Bob Burton 

Doug Huff 

John "Fuzzy" Filliez 

Congratulations on another milestone 

West Virginia Sports Writers Association 

Congratulations to the WVSWA executive secretary 

Doug Huff 

for his induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 
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Doug Huff 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

We are proud of you! 
From Your Family 

Paden City Wildcat Boosters 
Words cannot describe what 

you and Sharon have meant to 
Paden City High School over the years. 

Thanks Coach Burton 
Congratulations and good luck! 

From all the Wildcat fans and players - past and future. 

You have touched the lives of so many. 
You will always be remembered. 

Green & White Wildcat Pride 
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Congratulations Coach Burton 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

We would like to thank Bob and Sharon for their many 
years of commitment and dedication to athletics and 

academics at Paden City High School. 

Head Basketball Coach for 38 years • Record of 554-327 
21 Sectional Titles - 8 Regional Titles • 2 State Championships 

Assistant Football Coach 18 years • 2 State Championships 
Head Track Coach for more than 30 years• many OVAC Champions 

Also coached cross-country, golf, and baseball. 
Spent more than a decade as PCHS Athletic Director. 

1986 West Virginia Coach of the Year 

Enjoy those Grandchildren 

J.C. Mensore Distributor, Inc. 
710 North State Route 2 
New Martinsville, WV 

(304) 455-1890 

·Congratulations 

to all of the OVAC Hall of Fame inductees 
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From your playing days 
at Bellaire High School ... 

To your playing days at 
West Virginia University ... 

To the principal of 
Bellaire High School ... 

One thing has always remained the same ... 
your valued and trusted friendship. 

Congratulations from your greatest fans ... 

The Rataiczak Families 

,. ,, ,,, 
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CONGRATULATIONS· 
TO 

Ttl'REE OF MAGNOLIA'S BEST! 

13ob-13LM'"to-rv 
C l.a.M, of 19 5 7 

• 
VOUfir fluff J otwv F~ 

Cl.a.M,of 1961 Cl.a.M,of 1973 

Magnolia Athletic Boosters Assn. · 
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********************~********** 

RudyMumley John Vrotsos 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches' 
Association salutes and thanks Rudy 
Mumley and John Vrotsos for making 
the OVAC Wrestling Tournament what 
it is today. Fifty-two years of your ded­
ication, work and support have created 
a tournament second to none. 

******************************** 
11 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

att 

We ar1e 
proud 

of youl 
Love, 
Co[[een, Owen, P,[i, :lvlom, <Dad 

. :lvlonica, :lvlarca a Jeremy 

12 



Toronto Booster Club 
610 N. River Ave. 

Toronto, Ohio 43964 

Is Proud to Honor 

CLARKE HINKLE 
Toronto High School '26 

Bucknell College '32 
Green Bay Packers '32-' 41 

• College Football Hall of Fame 
• Bucknell College Hall of Fame 

• Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame 
• Pro Football Hall of Fame 

Toronto Football Field renamed 
"'Clarke Hinkle Field and Stadium" 

on October 18, 1986 
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·Congratulations 
ollc 
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! ... 

C 

~ ~~· 
•ting, Wes\~,~ 

Proud of our Alumni!! 
• With Qreat Pride and 

Gratitude for 
Qeorge Strager 

and 
Dick Miller 
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Mike 
-We are so proud of you. 

Congr_atulations ! 
Thanks for all the great memories. 

Love, 
Russ & Cindy 

Mary Lynn & Hank 
Kelly & Denise 

We love you, Uncle Mike 
You're the greatest! 

Love, 
Your nieces & nephews, 

Dann & Mike 
Dana & Gene 

Michael, Corey, Jason, Zachary, 
Colby, Sarah & Nicholas 
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Congratulations ''Bevo'' 
OVAC Hall of Fame 'Legend' 

Wellsville Boys' Basketball 
Booster Club 
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Congratulations 

Matt 
Gaudio 

Thanks for all the memories both at Brooke 
High School and Penn State University. 

May you continue the success in life that 
you enjoyed on the court. 

Brooke High Basketball Boosters 
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To a great athlete and an all-around 
great guy ---

Congratulations, Mike! 

From your in--law side of the family ... 

Mary Soland, Michael Soland 

Vicki Soland, Gary and Grace, Paul, Jen, 
and Ethan, Neva, Chase, Zachary, 

Gage, and Emily 

Brad and Tina Soland, Jed, Melissa, and 
Jenna, Marty, and Dirk 

Cristi and Steve Wojcik, Josh, Andy, and Ben 

Wendy, Todd, and Emma Dooher 
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Mike - Congratulations on your most 
recent, well-deserved award! 

Lots of great memories watching all 
those athletic accomplishments 11nfold! 

With love and pride, 
Pam 

Children learn by example, and you have taught 
us the importance of commitment, honesty, 

integrity, and compassion. You've shown us not 
only the need for self-discipline, but also the 

need for a sense of humor and the ability to enjoy 
and laugh at life when it becomes-too serious. 

Congratulations, Dad! We're so proud of you, 
and we love you so much! 

(How's about it, babe?) 

Love, 
Kelli and Matt 
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OFFICERS 

President 
Daniel J. Olexia 

1st Vice President 
Richard C. Rosser 

2nd Vice President 
John J. Ramer 

Treasurer 
Randall J. Foster 

Executive Secretary 
Richard W. Craven, Jr. 

Ohio Valley Directors 

Richard W. Carter 

Jay Circosta 

Richard W. Craven, Jr. 

Larry Falbo 

Randall J. Foster 

Paul Kalivoda 

Daniel J: Olexia 

John J. Ramer 

Robert A. Rossell 

Richard C. Rosser 

i1: ---~ "CloarilJ 11,, • .,,, Sf,orls" 

DAPPER DAN CLUB 
of 

THE UPPER OHIO VALLEY, INC. 
610 N. River Avenue • Toronto, Ohio 43964 

"{9~ 40 ~ of, :J>,ee,pk .'Jldping- :J>,ee,pk" 

RudyMumley 
1982 Robert McKelvey Award honoree 

1992 Dapper Dan "Man of the Year" 

Doug Huff 
1994 Robert McKelvey Award honoree 

The Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club congratulates the 

OVAC for naming two very deserving honorees, Rudy Mumley 

and Doug Huff, to the OVAC Hall of Fame. 
We have appreciated Rudy Mumley and Doug Huff for their 

leadership skills, voluntary contributions and untiring efforts in 

assisting our club. 
We always acknowledged and gave our heartfelt thanks to 

Rudy Mumley for being such a sincere and devoted member and 

friend to our club, as well as the Ohio Valley. 
We continue to thank Doug Huff for not only lending us his 

expertise on journalism and vast knowledge of our Ohio Valley 

sports, but his enthusiastic support of our club and our various 

activities. 
As we extend our efforts in helping needy charities and recog­

nizing deserving athletic and academic accomplishments 

throughout our area. 
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Ag•nes Tim•mons \ag" -ngs tim" -mgnz\ n (1924) 1: an 
extraordinary educator by any standard, tireless in her 
commitment to excellence 2 : a pioneer who 
introduced girls' competitive athletics in the· Ohio 
Valley 3 : a winning coach who inspired generations 
of young women, demanding hard work, high morals, 
good grades, and uncompromising sportsmanship 4 : 
a loving and devoted wife of Kenny for nigh on 60 
years 5 : an incredible mother of four and 
grandmother of ten 6 : a professional volunteer, 
community leader, and joy-filled Christian syn 
TEACHER, PIONEER, COACH, WIFE, MOTHER, 
GRANDMOTHER, VOLUNTEER, DISCIPLE, 
PIANO PLAYER, SPORTS ANNOUNCER, 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, SCOREKEEPER, 
TICKET SALESWOMAN, FRIEND, MENTOR, 
ENCOURAGER 

THE DEFINITION OF A 
GREAT MOTHER! 

(Are we lucky or what?!) 

Love You, Mom! 
Mike, Tom, Sue and Shelly 
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THE BELLAIRE 
HIGH SCHOOL 
SPORTS 
FOUNDATION, INC. 

is proud to recognize 
one of their own ... 

MIKE SHERWOOD 
Class of '67 
and one of our 
founding fathers 

The Bellaire High School Sports Foundation, Inc . 
. . . 17 years young ... 

"Remembering our past, 
while building for our future" 

Contributing over $290,000 to BHS, 
including over $80,000 in scholarships 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Cathy Holloway Chirpas '73 Molly Perzanowski Feller '80 

Tracie Balsei Hughes '90 Dave Ice '64 Billy Marinacci '92 
John Mike Marinacci '65 Randy Marple '77 Ron McCulley '59 

Tom Rataiczak '64 Brenna Vannelle Rocchio '81 Dick Sketel '79 
Angelo Spigarelli '58 Erica Vavrek '99 
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Bellaire High School 
Sports Foundation, Inc. 

proudly salutes 

Walter Heil 
Class of 1922 

Lance Mehl 
Class of 1976 

Mike Sherwood 
Class of 1967 

Joey Galloway 
Class of 1990 

"Remembering the past, while building for the future" 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2005 

RudvMumley 
" 

Rudy Mumley (Wheeling High School, Class of 1936). lfRudy Mumley's heart was measured by the size of bis love 
for bis fellow men ond women, it oever could have fit inside bis body. 

Mumley, on educator, ndministrator, bllJD311illlrion, dyruunic orgoniz<r ond charity fund-mi=, served the OVAC ond 
the rest of Ohio Valley in many different, but specinl ways. He was a two-time presideot, charter member of the ooofer­
enre's Foundatioo Board, served oo the football ond basketball oommittees ond was the organizer ond loog-tirne game 
director of the Ohio-West Vtrginia Charity Football Classic. The mid-suroroer all-star football dash was renamed in his 
booor in 1986. He also served as OVAC president during the 1%7-08 school year. 

To help the game get off the ground, Mumley ooce mortgaged his home to achieve the finoncing oeeded for the innu­
gural OVAC-sponsored contest in 1972. He also was a great snpporter of the OVAC wrestling toumaroeol 

A gra1uate of old Wheeling High School ond West Liberty State College with a master's degree from WVU, Mwnley 
served in the Air FOire during World War II ond was recalled during the Koreon ooollicL 

He tnught III Powhnton, Shadyside ond Smithfield High Schools before being appointed principal III Wnm:n Rudy Mumley 
Consolidated High in Ttltonsville in 1%4. Rudy lllter served as principal III Ymxville High. Lnter, when the Bnckeye 
Local School District was formed, be becaroe principal III Bnckeye South ond remained there until his netiremeot in 1979. 

Mumley, who was born in 1918 ond died in 1999, also provided great service to the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Don Chm ond bis college alma mater, West 
Liberty State. Rudy was a member of the DapperDonBoard ofDirectora for some 25 years ond was banquetco--cbairrnan six times. 

At West Liberty, be earoed a rare booor as a noo-ntblete when he was inducted into the school's Athletic Hall of Faroe in 1985. ln odditioo to his fund-mising 
activities for West Liberty, be was president of the Hilltoppen;' Alunnti Association ond the Foondatioo. 

Amoog the numerous booo<s be received include: the Robert McKelvey Award ond Mon of the Year honors from the Dapper Don Qub; WLSC Gold ond 
Black Achievement Award ond the College President's Award, olong with the Warwood Lioos Qub's Citiz.en of the Year Award in 1981. 

Agnes Timmons 
Agnes 7immons (Scio High School, Class of 1942). This Octogenarian started c:oaching pickup girls' basketball teams 

III Baroesville High School in 1946 when there were no school-sanc:tiooed girls' programs for member schools of the 
OVAC. She was a girls' physicol edncatioo teacher III the time, ofter having gra1uated from Dcaisoo University in 
Granville, Ohio. 

Tunmons coosidened it part of ber job as a phys ed teacber to organize whatever nthJetic teams she coold because she 
wonted the girls to have some competition ond experience the fun of playing organized sports. She would join with 
teach= from other schools in the area interested in doing the saroe thing to schedule garoes. They also bad to hire their 
own officiols ond provide transportntioo to the game sites. 

Married to KennyTunmoos,herhusband of 57 years,Agnes left teaching ofter 1948 to begin raising a family.After bear­
ing four dJildreo, she retomed to her teaching ond roaching career III Barnesville in 1962. Tunmoos oooched volleyball ond 
baskelball even though it wasn't until Juoo of 1972 thntTitle IX was enocted,denumding equal sports opportunities fer girls. 

She was asked by then OVAC executive secretary Sam Mwnley to host ond serve as director of the first confen,nc:e 
Agnes Timmons volleyball champiooship tounuunent which was held III Bamesville High School. 

Tnnmons coocbed basketball ond track until well into the 1980's, but continued her duties with the volleyboll team until 
her retirement from teaching in 1991, She also c:oacbed softball forooe year when her daughter played becnnse the tnlented yooth also wanted to compete os a 
member of the track ond field team. The school district would ooly permit that to happen if Tnrunoos coached both sports, which she did. 

Even today, Tnrunohs remains close to the Baroesville nthletic progmm. Through this past season, she served ns the onnounc:er fer the Sbamroc:ks' boys ond 
girls basketball garoes, as well as for the home volleyball mntches. She also bas been the announcer ond part of the oommittre fer the OVAC volleyboll tourna­
ment fer over 30 years. Last winter, the then BO-year-old Tumnoos was coJled back into the ooachiog ranks when Baroesville oeeded sorneooe to help out with 
the volleyboll sqond. Agnes c:oacbed the jayvees ond thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

Tumnoos never kept track of the nuniber of wins or champiooships she woo as a c:oacb, but her track teams weie perenniol oonteodera foc OVAC pennonts 
ond several of her volleyboll clubs were advanced to the district eliminatioos. 

Doug Huff 
Doug H'lff(Magnoli• High School, Class of 1%1). This oative ofNew Martinsville bas been writing sports since the 

nge of 12, his firat ''.job" being with the Wetzel Democ:rot, a weekly paper in his home town. Huff joined The Intelligencer 
as associate sports editor in 1%7, a position be held until 1978 whea he was named as thnt paper's sports editor, reroain-­
ing in thnt position until his retireroent in 1999. He previously was sports editor of the Fainnont TI mes ond worked oo the 
sports slllJf of the Dominion News in Morgon town. 

While the sports chief of The Intelligencer, Huff originntedAll-Valley Boys Basketball ond Baseboll selections in 1%8, 
plus the OV AU-Sports School ond Athlete Awnnls ond the All-OV Scholnr-Athlete selectioos. He compiled Ohio Valley 
ond West Vtrginia recools for football, basketball and baseball, oloog with historic:al mnterioJ oo OVAC schools, c:oacbes 
ond athletes. Since 1979, he bas been the Executive Secretmy-Treasurer of the W.Vll. Sports Writm Association after hav­
ing previoosly served as the pre.sideot ond football all-state board chairman. Huff also is on the Board of Directora of the 
Football Writm Association of America ond the .Natioratl Sportscasters & Sports Writers Association. 

Amoog the nuroeroos honors he bas achieved include: indnction into the Natioual High School Sports Hall of Fame 
(1999); state sports writer of the year oioe times; West Vuginia University School of Joumalism Pl. Reed Lire 
AcltievementAward (1999); Mngoolia High School Athletic Boosters Life Achievement Award (1990); W.Va. Sports Doug Huff 
Writers Association Geoe Morehouse Award (1992); Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Don Qub's Robert McKelvey Award 
(1994). 

He is the author of Sports in West Vuginia, "APictoriol History" (1979) and oJso of the Nationol High School Football ond Basketball Reoonl Books (2001-
2002). Doug also co-authored "How to Watch Sports oo TV .. And Enjoy It." Since 1975, he bas been a high school contributing editor of Street ond Smith 
magazine ond compiles their pre-season schoolboy All-America teams for football, boys' basketball ond baseball. Although retired from The lntell, be contin­
ues to submit a much-read ond enjoyed weekly column. Doug also serves as the oatioool rankings ond records editor for Student Sports lnc., ond coordinales 
football and boys basketball selections for Parade ond EA Sports. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2005 

Bob Burton 
Robert W. (Bob) Burton (Magnolia High School, Class of 1957) coached several sports at Paden City High 

School, but is most remember for a spark.Jing 38-yearcareer as head boys' basketball coach (1963-2001) where 
he nmassed n record of 554-327. 

During his tenure, the Wildcats won 21 sectional championships; eight regional tit1es; finished as state run­
ner-up twice (1972 and '82) and captured the West Virgirua Class A championship twice (1973 and '87). Paden 
City hnd 28 winning seasons under Burton, including nine 20-win campaigns, nnd won five OVAC Class A championships (1971, '75, '92, '93 and '94). 

Burton received the West Virginia "Coach of the Year' honor in 1986 and wns selected to coach in the OVAC 
All-Star Basketball Classic several times as wen as the West Virginia North-South All-Star Game in 1987. He 
was a member of the West Virginia Basketball Coaches Association, the State Coaches Committee and the 
OVAC Basketball Committee. 

Burton also served as an assistant coach in football at Paden City for 18 years, serving on the Wildcats' staff Bob Burton 
during two state chwnpionship seasons (1970 and '79); coached track for more than 30 years. winning several OVAC Class A and Intra-State League championships; coached cross country for two years and golf for one season; was assistant baseball coach for three years; and spent more than a decade as athletic director. 

As llil athlete, Burton was a three-sport athlete at Magnolia, earning all-West Vrrginia honors in football in 1955. At the college level, he was aJso a three-sport performer, playing football at Kent State University and then football, basketball and tennis after transferring to West Liberty State College where he graduated in 1961. He then received a master's degree in education from West Yuginia University in 1968. 

George Strager 
Geo111• Strager (McKeesport, Pn. High School, Class of 1943) has often been called the "dean" of Ohio Valley high school football coaches thanks to a highly-successful career that spanned some 38 years ( 1950-87) at five dif­

ferent schools. He posted a career coaching record of 246 wins, 115 losses and 15 ties which stocxl as the aJI-time 
valley record until eclipsed in 2004 by Jay Circosto of Woodsfield/Monroe Central. 

Strager's coaching ~r began in 1950 at tiny Sistersville High School, compiling 11 42-22-3 record in seven 
seasons there and leading the Tigers to the West Yuginia Class A state championship in 1953. 

He moved on to Clarksburg Notre Dame High for four years as bead football and baskethall coach (1957-{j()), going 24-10 on the gridiron nnd leadin¥ the basketball team to the West Yrrginia Class A state semifinals. 
Next came a three-year stint at Wheeling Central Catholic (I% 1-63) which featured two undefeated regular sea­

sons and a mark of 21-9-1. The I %2 team lost to Charleston Catholic in the inaugural West Yrrginia Catholic State 
Championship game, but the next year Strager's team avenged that Joss to win the crown. 

Up next was a five-year stay at Cambridge High (1964-68), posting a 25-23-2 record. Gi!orge Strager He then began a legendary 19-year run at St. Clairsville High in 1969, turning his trodemarlc "belly series" to a 
record of 134-51-9 there. His Red Devil teams posted three undefeated seasons (1969, '77 and '85) and the 1986 squad earned the school's first-ever trip to the OHSAA playoffs where they advanced to the state semifinals before losing a heart-breaker to Chagrin Falls Kenston. 

Strnger's top honors included induction into the Ohio High School Football Coaches Hall of Fame in 1998; Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame inl991; selection as OVAC Coach of the Year in 1979 and '87; nnd recognition by the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley in 1992. He also coached in the OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic twice (1972 and '87). 
A graduate of Salem College, Strnger passed away in 1990, but his memory lives on in the fonn of the George Strnger Memorial Football Camp nnd Scholarship Progmm as well as the "George Strnger Evening with the Stars" dinner held in conjunction with the OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic . 

. Tohn 'Corky' Vrotsos 
John "Corky"Vrotsos (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1946) not only initiated the sport of wrestling at his 

ulma mater, he quickly established himself as one of the premier mat coaches in conference history. 
Vrotsos guided the Purple Rider grapplers from 1957-68, leading his team to seven consecutive OVAC 

Tournament championships (1%1-67) a1ong with six straight Ohio District Tournament titles. His teams finished ranked in the top IO in the state four times (1959, '60, '63 and '64) and the best finish at the state tourruunent was 
a fifth place effort in 1960. 

During his tenure, Vrotsos coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Ohio State Tournament qualifiers, including IO 
state ploce-winner,; and one state champion (175-pounder John Scordos in 1964). Ferry's dual meet record during 
the Vrotsos years was 85-20-1, including unbeaten seasons in 1964 and '67. 

The initial inductee into the Martins Ferry High School Wrestling Hall ofFame in I 994 and the 1978 recipient of 
the OVAC Wrestling Tournument's "Mr. Mat. Award", he served as tournament director for the OVAC, sectional 
and district tournaments after yielding the coaching post. 

In addition to serving as head wrestling coach, Vrotsos was also an assistant in football and track for the Purple John 'Corley' Vrotsos Riders. He was on the foothall staff during Ferry's run of three consecutive undefeated seasons (1959-61) and four OVAC championships (also 1963). 
As an athlete, he was a three-year letterman in football and basketball at Martins Ferry. In football, he was 11 center-linebacker under legendary coach Fred Thomas, playing center and linebacker on the 1944 and '45 OVAC championship squads, earning all-conference "AA" honor,; as a senior. He played guard in basketball under coaches Floyd Baker and Ralph Gartrell. 
After serving in the army, Vrotsos then attended West Liberty Stute College. graduating in 1951. He was a three-year varsity football player for the Hill toppers and a member of two undefeated teams that played in bowl games. (Smokey Mountain Bowl and Pythian Bowl). 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2005 

Chester Grossi 
Chester Grossi (Weir High School, Clnss of 1940) begun officirrting in 1942, claiming to be "drafted" into offJCiating 

by fellow honoree Waller Heil because 1111l11Y officials had been lost due to the militruy draft. 

His Inve of sports saw him enter the world of officiating, not only in football, but also in basketball and baseball. He 

retired from officillting in 1987 ofter 45 yeru,. During those year, he wod<ed mnny district and regional toummnent games 

ns well ns 14 state tournaments in basketball and 12 state finals in football.He olso worl<ed several West Vuginiaartholic 

State basketball and football playoff games os well ns games in the West Vrrginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference and 

the United Football League. 
He is a life member of the Ohio Volley Board of Officials and the West Vrrginia Football and Bnsketboll Officials' 

Association. He was the 1997 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawsoo Officials' Award and wns honored by the Upper 

Ohio Vnlley Dapper Dan Qub. 
As lll1 ntblete nt Weir1 Grossi played footbnll foc coach Carl Hamill fium 1936-39 and during thnt time, the Red riders 

won 27 straight gomes: He received a football scholarship to West Liberty Stnte College where he played for Coach Joe 

Bnrtellin 1941 andofterWorldWarll. 
Chester Grossi 

He graduated from West Liberty with a bachelor's degree in political science, returning to Weir High School us a teacher and assistant coach. He left the edu· 

catioo field to enter into the investment nod insurance business in 1960. 
He remains octive in many civic, fratemnl and service orgnnizntions. He is president of the Weirtoninn Lodge of the ltnlian Sons nod Daughtera of America, 

serves on the Board of Directors of the Fmterno1 Associntion and is nn honorary national president of JSDA; a member of the board of the Upper Ohio Vnlley 

Itnlinn Heritnge Festivnl; the Weirton Cooncil 3734 Knights of Columbus and nn officer of their Foorth Degree; a life memherof Post 10 of the American Legioo; 

board member of Camp Fire USA; the Weirton Elks; nod is a member of the West Liberty State College Foundation's Fmnnce Committee, Hnll of Fame 

Committee, Hilltoppern Athletic Oub and a life member of the Alumni Association. 

He wns inducted mto the West Liberty State College Hnll of Fame and wns honored by the West Vrrginia Northern Community College's Weirton Regionnl 

Campus for his volunteer and community service. 

Walter Heil 

Walter Heil 
Walter Heil (Bellaire High, Oass of 1923) wns regarded as one of the deans of Ohio Vnlley officiating thanks 

to a career that spanned some 38 years and involved three sports. 
He began ns a baseball umpire in 1926 then added football in 1928 and basketball in 1929, working count­

less games until finally hanging up his whistle at the age of 62. 
Heil officiated football nnd basketball at the high school, collegiate and professional levels. He worked five 

West Vrrginia High School State Tournaments, five West Vuginia Catholic High School State Tournaments 

and three West Vrrginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Tournaments. He also officiated in the semi-pro 

Continental Football League, which featured the Wheeling Ironmen. 
He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Officials, the West Vrrginia Officials Association and the 

International Association of Approved Basketball officials and was 
honored for length of service by each of these organizations. 
After retiring ns an active officiu1, Heil assumed the role of commissioner of both basketball ond football 

officials for the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, a position he held from 1965-70. 

He was a charter member of the Bellaire High Athletic Wall of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the 0VAC's 

Robert Dawson Officiu1s'Awurd. 
Heil worked for Weirton Steel Corporation and was a resident of Yorkville until his death in 1970. 

Alex Groza 
Alex Grt11JJ (Mmtins Ferry High School, Class of 1944). This 6-foot-7, 220--pounder led the Purple Riders to two 

straight undefeated regular sensons in basketball and to the Ohio state toumrunent both years. Martins Ferry finished 

24-1 in 1943 nod 26-1 the following season. 
The Purple Riders won the first OVAC Onss M basketball championship in 1944 as Graza scored a volley record 

628 points (a mark later bmken by 2004 OVAC Hnll of Fame inductee Ken AlessD. Graza scored41 vs. Ttltonsville. 

He was an all-conference and all-Ohio first-team selectioo. 
Alex was the top scorer and rebounder on the Univen.ity of Kentucky's "Fabulous Five," which won bock-to-back 

NCM titles in 1948 nod '49, with Grom being named the tournament MVP hath ye.ors. He wns a three-time nl]. 

Southeastern Conference choice and a two-time consensus All-American. He set 22 individual SEC records. Groza 

still ranks seventh on Kentucky's nil-time scoring list with 1,744 points. Alex's jersey number (15) wns retired by the 

school. 
Graza and four of his UK tenmmates - Rolph Beard, Wnl!ace Jones, Cliff Bwxer nod Kenny Rollins - won a 

gold medal as U.S. Olympians nt the London Games in 1948. Graza, in 1949, was named the Helms Foundation Alex Groza 
Basketball Player of the Year. In a 1950 Associated Press nationwide poll of sports writers selecting the leading nth--

letes of the half-centmy, Alex wus chosen ns one of the five top-rated basketball players. 
In the NBA, Grom averaged 225 points in 130 pro games with the Indianapolis Olympians in 1950 and '51. He coached Bellarmine (Ky.) College fium 

1959 through 1966. The school had never won a basketball championship before Groza's tenure. He led the Knights to the Kentucky Intercollegiate Athletic 

Conference regular season and tournament title in 1%3, after which he wru; named the league coach of the year. 

Graza later seived as business manager nod then assistant to the president of the ABA's Kentucky Colonels before becoming generol manager of the Snn 

Diego Conquistadors until the franchise folded. He then served us GM of 11 professional volleyball team for one year before joining Reynolds Metals in l CJ77 

as a regional sales manager. 
Alex rrwrried a Mnrtins Ferry hometown girl,Jean Watson, in 1953. Oroz.a died of Jung cancer at his home in San Diego on January 21, 1995. 
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Chuck Howlev • 
Charl,,s L. (Chuck) Howley (Wmwood High School, Class of 1954) wus a fu,t team. all-West Vrrginia and all-OVAC tackle in 1953. He lettered in football, basketball and baseball. A,; a teenager, he also competed for an independentAII­

America boys gymnastics groop. 
The West Vrrginia University grndWlle is still the only Moontaineer athlete to letter in five sports - football, gym­

nastics, wrestling, track and swimming. In football be played guanl, center, and linebocker while earning All-Soothem Cooference laorels three straight years. Also the long snapper on special teams, Howley wus selected as a thin:1-team. All­
Americru1 his senior year. 

Howley, at 6-2, 220 pounds, was considered to be ooe of the fastest linemen in WVU histo<y. He stnrted in three col­lege all-stnr games - East-West Shrine Game, Senior Bowl and the College Football All-Star Game. He lettered for the 
Moontaineers oo the tmmpoline in gymnastics, a heavyweight in wrestling, sprinter and weightman in track and a diver 
in swimming. In 1957, Howley wus selected as the West VrrginiaAmateur Athlete of the Year. Ch k H J He was an NFL fu,t-roond draft choice (1958) of the Oiicago Bears - only the third Moontaineer selected in the UC ow ey opening roond. He played a year and a half in Oiicago before being sidelined by a serious knee injwy. Howley wus back home in Wheeling wotking at a gas station in 1%1 when the expansion Dallas Cowboys traded two draft picks for him. 

The ex-Bear decided to give it ooe more by and wmmd up starting at outside linebacker 12 years for the Cowboys, earning all-pm lrurrels six times. He stnrred in two Super Bowls. The 1971 game saw Howley intercept two passes and recover a finnble to earn MVP honor,; in a 16-13 loss to the Baltimore Colts. He remains the only player on a losing team. to be selected as the Super Bowl's most valuable player. In 1972, be helped the Cowboys win Super Bowl VI over the Miami Dolphins by mtercepting a Bob Griese pass to set up a touchdown. 
Howley is a member of the West Vrrginia Sports Writers Associatioo, WVU, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Oub and City of Wheeling halls of fame. 

Dick Miller 
MVP his senioc year. 

Dick Miller 
Dick Milkr (Wbeeling Central Catholic High School, Oass 1952) was a first-team all-stue nnd all-OVAC=:; in bas­ketball three straight years while p,tfurming fcr the Marooo Knights. Miller led Central Catholic to the~ and West Vrrginia Catholic charnpioomips all three seasons, sco:ing 1,593 points during a stellar high school career. His three-yearscor­ing average WllS 21.4 points per game. 
His career point totnl stood fer 51 years until it was bested by David Conlragueno, a fuur~

1
== fer the Marooo Kni_gl;s. Conlragueno 's record wus later toppled by a Central gids' basketball great. Knyleen • . MlIIer also Im a game high of30 points in a \¼,st Vuginia-Kentocky AU-Star Game, leading the Mountaineer team to an 81-80 victay at Williamson. 'Iwice, (1951 and '52), Miller was chosen as the SlllJe's basketball player of the year. 

He also was a stmout performer in fixtroJl and baseball in high school. He was a 'T' fmnation qunrtabock as a fixtroJl p,,fonne, and a shcrts!q>'pitdI oo the baseball team. 
Recruited by the University ofWISC011sin on a basketball scholarship, Miller was the B:.lgers' starting point guard fer two years. N'!Cknamed 'Toe Cat'' because of his quickness, Dick averaged 19 points per game in Big Ten play, topping the 30-poiat marl<: three times during his career. In 1956,be set a oonlerence record foc the most consecutive free tlnowi ma&,,converting 29 in a row over two consecutive games, Miller also excelled as a flocr leooer and defensive player. He was vexed as the team 

Allhough drafted by the New Yodc Knicks in 1956,Millerchose to play AAU basketball, He was voted IO theAAU All-America team aftex~ in the Natiooal Trumarnent hekl in Denver, Coloom. At Denver, be led the Milwmikee Allen Brooley Tham to a funth place finish, Miller played two seasons with the Philliµs Oilets in the National Industrial Bnsketball League and one season in the Tidewater Bnsketball Associatioo where be averaged 22 points per game and was vexed the leagoe's MVP fer the 1%2-63 season. 
Miller played baseball one year at WISCOmin, hitting 333 and playing secom base. Because a shoulder injury in high scbool limiled his tlnowing ability, be gave up baseball aftex one season IO concentrole on basketball. 
His athletic career then continued in a different sport as he took up handball (four-wall) and in his first year, he won the North and South Carolina Open Singles Championship. He went on to win numerous singles titles throughout the Southeast, including two national singles age group championships, He finally ended his competitive career in 19%atthe age of 62. 

Mike Sherwood 
Mila, Sherwood (Bellaire High School, Oass of 1%7). This soft-spoken athletic great rates with Bellaire High's all­time stalwarts in both football and basketball. 
He quarterbacked the 1966 Big Reds to a 9-1 season as a senioc foc coach Don Ault. It remains arguably one of the best prep grid teams in Ohio Valley history, Sherwood led the OVAC with 20 ID passes that fall as he completed 73 of 110 passes for a 66.4 percentage and amassed more than 1,400 yards with only four interceptions. 
He was just as impressive on the hardwood for legendary coach Claire Cnbbs. lhe sweet•shooting 6-1 guard wns a two-year starter for the Big Reds and SUI]l"Ssed the l .(XXJ-point plateau while earning All-Ohio honors. He averaged 253 points a game in leading the Big Reds to a 17-4 record.A,; a junior, be averaged 25 points per game, Sherwood poured m a career-high, and school-record, 59 points against Guernsey Street rival St. John Central. He wus also selected to play in the Ohio North-Sooth Basketball Oas.sic. 
Following his illustrious prep career, Sberwood accepted a football scholarship to West Vrrginia University, where his father earlier played. After competing on the freshman team., he stmted at quarteri>ack for three seasons. Mike Sherwood 
A,; a sophomore, he passed for some 2,(XX) yards while estnblishing a school record with 416 yards against rival Pitt, completing 27 of 37 passes, He finished the year ranked I Ith in the nation.averaging 198 passing yards a game, The Mountaineen; went 7-3 that fall. Sberwood led the Mountaineen; to a 25-7 record in his three years.including a 10-1 mark and a Pe'1Ch Bowl win his senior season, He still ranks among WVU career leaden. in total offense, passing yards, pass completions mxi attempts, ID passes, paswlg efficiency and completion percentage. He wru. selected to play in the 1970 BllW!-Gmy Game and won the Ira E. Rodgers Award the same year. Sberwood was also selected All-East by UPI in 1970, AmemberoftheAII-Tune WVU 1950-69 Em team.,Sberwood was inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame in 1997. 
After graduation, he stayed on at WVU and was a grndWlle assistant for Bobby Bowden and Frank Cignetti. He went to Bethany College to serve as offensive coordinator from 1974-78 under his high school coach, Don Aull 
Sberwood returned to his prep n1ma mater, serving as the Big Reds' head coach from 1980-84, registering a 26-12-2 record. He was named Eastern District Coach of the Year in 1982. He beaune the school's athletic director in 1984 and is currently the high school principal. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Saturday, August 20, 2005 

Social Hour ................................................................................................... .4:30 p.m. 

Welcome ........................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

lnvocation .................................... Woody Biggs, Stop Nine Church of Christ, Byesville 

Dinner .............................................................................................................. 5:30 p.m. 

Introductions .................................. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC ...................................... V. Everett Brinkman (accepted by Bob 

Kupchak), Clarence 'Bevo' Francis, Lou 'The Toe' Graza (accepted by Jackie Graza), 

Clarke Hinkle (accepted by Ed Pope), Calvin Jones (accepted by Steubenville Big 

Red Booster Club) 

2005 Hall of Fame Inductions 

OVAC 'Family' 
Rudy Mumley .................................................................... presented by Jayme Mumley 

(accepted by Matt Mumley) 

Agnes Timmons .................................................................. presented by Susan Busler 

Media 
Doug Huff .............................................. presented by Ryan Huff, Bethany Huff Schunn 

Coaches 
George Strager ...................................................................... presented by Mike Young 

(accepted by Duke Strager) 

Bob Burton ................................................................................ presented by Fred King 

John 'Gorky' Vratsos .......................................................... presented by Keith Sommer 
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Induction Ceremony 
WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W. Va. 

Officials 
Chester Grossi .................................................................. presented by John T. Grossi 

Walter Heil .................................................................................. presented by Pat Duffy 
(accepted by Mary Kay Zitzelsberger) 

Athletes 
Alex Groza ............................................................................ presented by Nick Vrotsos 
(accepted by Jackie Groza) 

Chuck Howley ...................................................................... presented by Jack Schuetz 
(accepted by June Paull) 

Dick Miller ........................................................................ presented by Dom Camplese 

Mike Sherwood ................................................................ presented by Kelly Sherwood 

Terry Snively ........................................................................ presented by John Snively 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez .................................................................. presented by Britt Hayes 

Lance Mehl .......................................................................... presented by Dave Liberati 

Dee Davis ........................................................................ presented by Libby Shepherd 

3rian Swisher ................................................................ presented by C.R. Howdyshell 

Joey Galloway .................................................................... presented by John Magistro 
accepted by Carolyn Galloway) 

vlatt Gaudio ........................................................................ presented by George Kellas 

3enediction .................................. Woody Biggs, Stop Nine Church of Christ, Byesville 

la/I of Fame inductees or their representatives will be available for autographs and photographs immediately following the conclusion f tonight's ceremonies. Additional programs are available prior to and immediately following tonight's induction at a cost of $1 O each. 
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Terry Snively 
Teny Snively (Powhatan HiJ<)l School, 1966). This all-round othlete stnrred in four 6J)Orts for the Indians. 

He established DD Ohio Vu!ley football modern single season record by amassing 212 points, including 35 touchdowns, 

his senior season. The quick-footed running back finished with 398 career points. 

Snively was named Ohio's UPI Cln.ss A Bock of the Year in 1965. He Wllll an All-OVAC honoree as a junior and senior 

while gmnering All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley lnurels. 
Captain of the Indians' football, baseball and track teams. He also was n foor-year letterman in basketball, starting his Inst 

three seasons. 
Snively averaged better than 24 points n game in each of his final two seasons and finished his career with 1,146 points. 

He was third team All-Ohio as n senior and first team All-OVAC as a junior and senior. 
Springtime nt Powhatan saw Snively do double duty, stnrring in baseball and tmck. 

He was a talented pitcrer and ootfielder in the diamond sport for foor years. He helped the Indinns to a pair of Ohio state 

tournament berths, including winning the state Class A crown in his freshman season when he batted 315 as leadoff hitter. Terry S •vely 

Powhatan Hijlh iallnched a track program in his sopl!ornore season. He was the OVAC 100-ynrd, 200-ynrrl and long jump m 

champion as nJunioc and qualified for the state meet in the 100. He holds the school records in the 100 (102), 200 (23.4) and long jump (1!1-5). 

After his storied four-sport prep career, he accepted n football scholarship to West Vnginia University, where he was an impoct player in the defensive back­

field as a three-year stmter. He was selected to the All-Tll11e WVU 1950-69 Em team. 

After earning his WVU diploma, he opted to remain in nthletics in his native Ohio Valley. 

Snively cut his coaching teeth nt Bellaire High. Dwing his six-year stint with the Big Reds, he was n foothall aide to Jake Olsavsky and served as head bas­

ketball and baseball coach foc five years. He led Bellaire to a pair of sectional crowns in hoops while gaining a di.strict tide (1974) and OVAC charnpiooship 

(1976) in baseball. 
Snivel¥ matriculated to Shadyside High as head basketball coach for twoyems. His 1976-77 team won a district tide and OVAC crown. In that season, he was 

named district conch of the year. 
Snively left Tigertown foc River High, where he served os head football coach for 25 seasons. Dwing that quarter of a centuiy, his 1997 team went 10-0 and 

won DD OVAC tide while his teams made the Ohio playoffs in 1993 and 1997. 

Snively coached in the OVACAII-StnrGarne twice while also coaching the Ohio North-South Game in 1994. In 2004,Snively received the Upper Ohio Valley 

Dapper Dan Carl Hnmi11 Awnrrl. 

.Tohn 'Fuzzy' Filliez 
John Fi/liez (Mngnolin High School, 1973). The first OVAC nthlete to earn All-W. Va. first team honors in football, 

basketball nod baseball also set an NCAA pass receiving record al Mrusball University. 

Nicknamed "Fuzzy" because of his bushy red hair, the Blue Eagles' wide receiver-<lefensive back led the Ohio Valley 

in pass receiving yards his l!lSI two seasons nod ended his career with 81 calches for 1,434 yarrls and 16 touchdowns in 

regulnr season play. In his senioc season, Magnolia went 10-2 with a state Clas.s M nmnerup finish to Rnvenswood. 

He teamed with Magnolias all-state qllllrtert>ack Brian Book to lead the W. Va. All-Stars to a victory over Ohio in the 

nnnual OVAC All-Star game nt Wheeling Island. 
In basketball, the gunrrl averaged 19 points a game and earned all-state hOOO<S after the Blue Eagles were state "M" 

runnerup to Gary. 
In baseball, the outfielder batted 352 nnd completed his all-star trifectn with All-Valley, nod all-state honors in three 

sports. 
Recruited for football by Marshall, West Vuginia, Vuginin Tech, Pitt nod Penn Stnte, the 5-11, 175i>oonder signed early 

John 'Fuzzy' Fllliez with WVU, but OjJled for Mrusball where he led the Thundering Herd in pass receiving for four straight years nod set 

school records with 168 catches for 1,954 yards and 14 IDs. 

His receptioo tom! ranked, nt the time, eighth llOlOllg all-time NCM Division I receivers. 

~• he set a then-NCM record by ca!ching passes in 42 straight games. He broke the mark set by Reisman Trophy winner Johnny Rodgers 

Automobile bwnper stickers supporting the police showed up al Herd games, where they had a different rneruting. They read: "I Love the F=." 

'The team co-captain WIJS a two-time All-America honorable mention choice and a first team National Independent All-Star honoree. 

Filliez also wos selected as the state Arnaleur Athlete of the Year in 1976. In 1985, he wns inducted into the Mrusball Athletic Hall of Faroe. 

Ftlliez cwrently resides in Delawnre, Ohio. 

Lance Mehl 
I..ana Mehl (Bellaire High School, Class of 1976). A three-sport team captllin for the Big Reds, Mehl was also an All­

Valley foodJall linebacker nod baseball first basemnn as well as a center in baskethall. 

He earned All-Ohio football honors for coach Jake Olsavsky while serving as co-cnp1Din of the 1975 team which went 9-1. 

He played in the Ohio North-South game in Columbus and turned in a soarl<ling defensive effort for the South all-stars. 

Recruited by Penn Stnte University foc football, he was cited by coach Joe Paterno nnd defensive coordinatoc Jerry Snndusky 

as "one of the best inside linebackers" ever to play for 'Linebacker U'. 

Mehl was the leading welder for the unbeaten 1978 Nittany Lion team which bowed to Alabamn, 14-7 in the Slljlllf Bowl 

nod probably cost PSU from being declnred national champion. In that game, be led Lion defenders with 17 stops, mcluding 

11 unassisted lllCkles. 
After that junior season, he was named the "Man of the Year" by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club nnd is one of 

only three college athletes to receive that honor. 
The PSU defensive co-cnplllin also led the Lions in tackles as a senioc nnd earned second team All-America honors by The 

Associnted Press nod United Press International. 
Mehl was drafted in the NFL's third round by the New Ymx Jets and played nine yems before his career was cut short with Lance Mehl 

a recurring knee injlII)'. 
He wos the Jets' leading defender from I 982-86 before a knee injlII)'. The Jets' defensive signal-caller recorded 172 tom! tackles ( 105 solos nod 67 assists) in 

1984. In 1983, he intercepted seven passes and picked off 15 career int=eptions. 

Mehl was selected to tlie Pro Bowl after the 1985 season when he recorned 115 wckles, 43 assists and three pass inten:eptions. 

After his NFL career ended, he returned to the Ohio Valley nod resides in SL Clairsville. 
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Dee Davis 
Dee Davis (Wheeling Parle High School, Class of 1981). The fin;t OVAC girls' nthlete to earn fust team All-W. Va_ 

honors three times set Ohio Valley and state scoring records which remain oo the books after a quarter of a century. 
Overnll, she set three OV and three W. Va. scoring stnndards. 

A three-year Wheeling Parle stmx1out, she scored a school record 1,854 points including 716 for a 325 average as a 
senior. She was named state "Player of the Year'' and captain of the Class AAA all-state team for the 1980 seasoo. 

She scored a school-record55 points vs. Weirtoo Madonoaand set a stnte tournament Class AAA scoring record which 
remains on the books after 27 yeara. She tallied 43 points vs. Greenbrier East as a sophomore in 1978. In two state tour­
nament gmnes that year, she scored 76 points including 13 of 14 free throws. 

Davis led Parle to a S1llte Class AAA runner-up spot as a senior when she also charted 104 steals, 71 assists and 87 
rebounds. After the season, she was MVP in the S1llte North-Scuth game where she scored 30 points. She earned All­
America mention in Street & Smith's and Converse magazines. 

At Parle, Davis also stmred as a pitcher-shortstop on the lin;t vorsity softball teams and earned all-state recognition from Dee Davis 
the W. Va. Coaches As.sociution. 

She signed a basketball scholarship to 1ennessee Tech where she played for two seasons before finishing her college career at West Vnginia University. In her 
two seasons with the MOlll1tnineera, she served as team co-caplHin in 1986 with Georgeann Wells, the fast woman to dunk in a college basketball game. In Davis' 
junior seasoo, WVU reconled its secood-ever 20-win seasoo with a 20-IO mark. 

She also played basketball with a US. All-Slllr team in England and scored 150 points for a 21.4 average. 
Davis has completed her 13th year as head girls' basketball coach at her alma mater Parle. She has guided the Patriots into six stnte tournaments and won back­

to-back Class AAA championships in 1998-99 and became the first female to win the all-sports "OVAC Cooch of the Year'' award. The Wheeling resident also 
coaches softball. 

Brian Swisher 
Brian Swil"her (Sistersville High School, Class of 1982). The 5-7, 145-p0lll1d dynamo became the first three-time 

fast team All-W. Va. football hoooree in Tyler County as he led Sistersville High to back-to-back state Class A cham­
pionships in 1980 and '81. 

Swisherled the Tigers to a 13-0 record in 1981 as he set an Ohio Valley and W. Va_ record for scoring by a line­
man with 26 toochdowas (receiving, rushing, retwns) and 156 points. He was runner-up for the Kennedy Award as 
state player of the year and was accoroed the Hunt Award as state Lineman of the Year. 

He set season and career pass receiving marks in the Ohio Valley and averaged 39 2 yards on kickoff returns and 
202 yards oo punt returns. He also was productive oo end-IlJUUild rushing plays. 

Swisher, who set on OV record by catching passes in 36 consecutive games - every game he slllrted. His career 
regular season totals were 126 receptions for 2,174 yards and 231Ds. 

He led the OV in regular season pass receiving yards for 1980 (681 yards on 47 catches) and 1981 (906 yards and 
14 TDs on 53 receptions). As a sophomore, he landed 26 passes for 582 yarns. 

Swisher was a three-time Al!-OVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as all-West Vtrginia three times. 
Brian Swisher In the spring, he competed in trnck as a 100 and 200-meter sprinter, long jumper and relay member. He won eight 

individual medals in three state Class M meets - a first in the 100 as a sophomore, six seconds and a third, and 
was a membcrof a fnst place 4x!OO relay team. He tied a state meet AA 100-meterrecord with a l09-second mark in the 1981 trials. 

He signed a football scholarship with Marshall University and played four seasons, including three years as a starting wide receiver. He landed 106 pass­
es from 1982-85 for 1,617 yards aud 14 toochdowas. He was Marshall's leading receiver in 1983 with 32 catches for 560 yards and three scores. He also 
was a Herd track sprinter. 

Swisher cUIRntly ~ides in Lewis Center, Ohio. 

,Toev Galloway • 
Joey Galloway (Bellaire High School, Class of 1990). This Big Reds' four-sports performer has excelled on the prep, 

collegiate nnd pmfi:ssional levels. 
The men:wy-heeled wide receiver was au All-Ohio gridder for coach John Mugistro before a sparkling career at Ohio 

State University. After his Scarlett & Gray days, Galloway was a first round draft pick by the Seattle Seahawks of the 
National Football Le.Jgue. 

Galloway rewrote the Ohio Valley record hooks for pass receiving yards with 2,332 and touchdown receptions with 
27. He ended with l08 career catches. 

The 5-9 explosive gnmebreaker helped lead the Big Reds to the OVAC 3-Afootball title his junior year, playing au inte­
gral role in the 9-1 campaign. He landed 43 passes for 973 yards and l31Ds that fnll. 

Clalloway was a three-time All-OVAC nndAll-½lley lmoree nnd was nam:dAll-Ohio secmd "3lll in !livisioo ID as a =ic,-. 
In basketball, he was just as dominating as a point guard. Galloway was a starter for three straight OVAC champioaship 

teams for coach Gene Ammirante. He earned All-OVAC, All-Valley and All-Ohio honors. 
The springtime saw Galloway serve the Big Reds as on infielder on the basehall diamond, but it was on the oval where Joey Galloway 

he made an even bigger impact. Galloway claimed the state Division II 100-meter and 200 state sprint titles as a senior. 
The Bellaire Bullet then took his amazing athletic skills to Columbus, slllrring for John Cooper on the gridiron. 
He wus honored as un All-Big Ten wide receiver as a junior - a season in which he grabbed 47 passes for 946 yards. His career totals ut Ohio State were 

108 receptions for 1,894 yarns nnd 19 Tils. Galloway finished with 2,754 all-purpose yards and was the team's co-captain in 1994. He was au All-Big Ten 
Academic honoree in 1991, 1993 and 1994 while earned the Nutiooal Football Foundation Scholarship in 1994. He earned a degree in business/marketiog. 

Galloway was the eighth overall pick in the 1994 NFL Draft. He played five seasoas with the Seahawks, catching 283 passes for 4,457 yards and 371Ds. In his 
best seasoo in Seattle, he collared 72 passes for 1,049 yards and 121Ds. He left Seattle for the Dallas Cowboys and is now a member of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
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Matt Gaudio 
Malt GauduJ (Brooke High School, Class of 1991). This fluid athlete dominated the West Vuginia prep hard­

wood as he was a fciur-year starter for the Bruins. 
He concluded his sparkling Brooke career by being named the W. Vu. "Player of the Yenr" us well us the 

Gatorade state ''Player of the Yenr" in 1991. The 6-7 forward paced Brooke to records of 19-4, 22-4, 16-7 nnd 
18-7 for a four-year.career mark of 75-'22. 

Gaudio was a two-time a11-stute Class AAA honoree and twice named to the nll-stnte tournament terun. He 
averaged 17.9 points nnd 10.1 rebounds us a sophomore and followed that up with a state Class AAA-best 24.8 
scoring norm as n jUnior while averaging 11 rebounds. 

Gaudio capped his superb prep career with a brilliant senior campaign. He averaged 243 points and grabbed 
I 3 .4 rebounds to repeat us All-OVAC, All-Valley and All-W. Va. honors while being accorded honorable mention 
All-America. He was the first Bruin to earn first team nil-state in boys• basketball. Gaudio surpassed the 1,0CK) 
murk in cnreerpoints (1.874) and career rebounds (1,108), both Bruin records. Matt Gaudio 

He opted to continue his ocademic and athletic career at Penn State University, where he was plagued by chron-
ic back problems which required surgery. lo spite of the medical woes. Gaudio endured to tum in a solid career. During his redshirt sophomore season, 
he averaged 9.4 points and 4.7 rebounds a game and was nruncd recipient of the Lou Lamie Most Inspirational Player Award. 

The following yeaf, he served as student assistant coach while completing his liberal ruts degree with an emphasis on urchitecture. He returned to 
play as a senior nnd was second on the team in scoring with a 13 .1 averaged while collected 6.4 rebounds a game during a 21-7 record season. 

OVAC's Class of 2004 
A look back at the OVAC Hall of Fame inductees (or their representatives) at last year's banquet 

The inaugural class of the OVAC Hall of Fame included (front row, lell lo right), Nancy Mumley (accepting for the late Samuel A. Mumley), 
Evelyn Kovalick (accepting for the late George Kovallck), Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accept­
ing for the late Cal Pokas), Jim Foll, Linda Beisel (accepting for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha Reese (accepting for the late Evan 
Reese). Second row, Jim Murray (accepting for the late A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, Bill Mazeroskl, Dr. AI Blatnik 
(accepting for Bobby Douglas),Alan Homyak and Rayna Wllllanas (accepting for the late Ron "Fritz" Wllllanas). Third row, Doug Donley, 
Gerald Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho. 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lou 'The Toe' 
Groza 

Clarke 
Hinkle 

Calvin 
Jones 

Legendsaf OVAC mimber schools horwrs those great Qfhletes w/io played. iir coached i/Uhe Oh/o Valley 
• p,:Jor to the formation.of/he conference in 1943 onvho played or(f()(1Ched after ihdt tigte but before 
• ":·, • •• th,Hrsc/wd/.becairle a.member of the confere11u.:·· ; " ' "' 

,; "'' 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Cias.s of 1923) 
One of only thrce13-letter winners in football. basketball, baseball and track nt Wheeling High, he was no all-state football end and scored 54 JX)ints in a basketball game 

us a freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-Jetter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to earn his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jump shot and fost break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 nnd Wheeling Hi~ from 1934-55 ton combined 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five state titles in seven trips to the finals, The 1938 and 1950 teams w~ unbcatcn. Other state titles were won in 1936, 1940 and 
1943. The '40 und '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years - six at Benwood Union and ei.ldtt at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 nt Union. Four of 
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre--official state playoff em: 1928 ancf 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. The '34 team was unbeat• 
en but twice tied. 

He also wns a top.light football offtcial for several years and active in state coaches and officials' organizations. 
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halli of Fame - West Vuginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Vu. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'B evo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Cias.s or I 952) 
A recorcl•setting basketba]J scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines and 

major newspaper... 1\vo books were written on his career. 
The 6-9, 190-pounder played only one season at Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games with 

31 •point average, second best in Ohio, He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points, Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner.up Steubenville 
nod handed W. Va. Class B champlon Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national recorci 50.1 per game 
average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 465 points and scored 113 vs, Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake Forest, 
Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Mrulison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hall of Fomer left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds nod tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the Eastern nnd ABL pro leagues before 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Grow (Martins Feny High School, Cias.s of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setting professional football placekicker, but be was much more. 
In hi.ldt school, he wns 11 three-sport stnndout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He was center, and the stnte tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which woo the 1941 state Class A title. He also wns 11 tackle on the 10--0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed un Ohio co-chumpionsh.lp after a 14-14 tie with 
Toledo LI'bbey in a post-season challenge game. Groza, by the way, kicked onJy one field goal in high school. 

He played football as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the urmcd services which preceded his 21-year corccr with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967. 
When he retired, he was pro football's all-time lending scorer with only one TD und 1,ro9 points. He booted 234 field goals, with 11 loog of 53 ynrds, He had conveniion 

streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight gumes, The Lou Oroz.a Award i'l given annually to college football's top placekicker. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All•American Confemice title teams. 
The Pro Football nod Upper Ohio Vailey Dapper Dan Hall of Farner had his jersey No, 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry. 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926) 
This versatile early em football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor. 
The 5-11, 195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell Univer..ity, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame cl.ass, und in the National Football 

League, He was ioductcd, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fume for College Football uod the Upper Ohio 
Vnlley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East•West Grune 
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer 5tur was one of the most versatile player.. in the National Football League. He was 11 fullback-linebacker-puntcr-placek:icker, and 
was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tock.ling. 

Hinkle was fim or second team nll-league all 10 seasons and four-time All•Pro. He was on the NFL All-Tune 1\vo-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer prac­
tice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, be was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totnls now rank sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career points and 
uveraged 40.8 yards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Cias.s of 1952) 
Titls two--sport Big Red standout wns 11 high school basketball rivo.l of fellow honoree Bevo Frnncis but is best known for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball teum to 11 school-best 28-1 record und Ohio Closs A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

team its only two losses. 
In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the Univer..ity of Iowu over Ohio State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America 

teams ut guard, including a rccorci 15 in 1954. AI; team captain, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman and became one of onJy two con­
sensus All·America picks at Iowa, where he played both offense and defense. 

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the first Iowa Hall of Frune class and is 11 member of the All­
Tune Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only two at the school. 

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Illustrated. 
Jones played one season in the Can.adian Football League. He died as 11 result of nn airplane crash in Canada on Dec. 9, 1956. The stteet in front of Steubenville's Harding 

Stndium is named in his honor. 
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Bellaire 
High 

School 
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is proud of its 
OVAC Hall of Fame inductees: 

• Walter Heil '22 

• Mike Sherwood '67 

• Lance Mehl '76 

• Joey Galloway '90 

Congratulations to former BHS football, 
basketball and baseball Coach Terry Snively 
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Aggie: Timmons - -~ 

CONGRATULATIONS COACH 
''T'' ON YOUR INDUCTION 

INTO THE OVAC HALL OF FAME 

Give me one big fight ..................... FIGHT 
Give me two big fights .................. FIGHT, FIGHT 

Give me three big fights ............. FIGHT, FIGHT, FIGHT 
YEA TEAM FIGHT! 

WE LOVE YA! 
The Barnesville Booster's Club and 

Athletic Department 
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Congratulations 

Terry Snively 

on your induction into the 

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame 

River High School Athletic Department 

Dr. Vince Monseau, Principal 
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Rudy Mumley 

The Mumley family is proud and honored to have 
Rudy Mumley inducted into the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference's Hall of Fame, and we wish to thank the 
OVAC for this honor. 

Rudy, who donated much time and effort for the 
good of athletics in the Ohio Valley, is the second 
family member {Sam Mumley, Class of 2004) inducted 
into this prestigious group. 

The Mumley family wishes success to all OVAC 
athletes, coaches, teachers and administrators. 
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******************************** 

In Melllory of 
George Strager 

alnts Clu6 
St Clairsville, Ohio 
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The staff and sponsors of the annual George Strager 
Memorial Football Camp "SALUTE and CONGRATULATE" 
the late, great George Strager on his induction into the 
OVAC Hall of Fame!!! 

As we recently completed our 16th year of the camp, we 
are proud to keep his memory alive by continuing to rec­
ognize deserving youth of our conference with .financial 
scholarships bearing his name. To date, we have been 
able to reward 44 athletes from 15 different OVAC schools, 
totaling more than $13,000. 

Additionally, we are grateful to his children - Lany (Duke), 
Ignn, Scott and Amy for their consistent support and 
encouragement. 
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CALVIN JONES 
The Big Red Athletic Department, along with 

the Big Red Booster Club, wish to congratulate 

The Jones Family for yet another prestigious 

award earned by Calvin. May he rest in peace ... 

Men like you made Big Red 

the Pride of the Valley. 

• 1950,51 All,State honors 

• 1951 Lineman,of,the, Year in Ohio 

• 1951,52 Captain of the Big Red basketball team 
which finished state runner,up to Middletown 

• Three,time All,Big Ten 

• Named to a record 22 All,American teams in '55 

• Named to 15 All-American teams in '54 

• 1955 Outland Trophy winner 

• Member of College Football Hall of Fame 

• Named to University of Iowa's All,Time Team 

• One of two players in Iowa history 
to have his number ( 62) retired 

• Cover of Sports Illustrated in 1955 

• Canadian League Defensive Player,of,the,Year in 1956 
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Steubenville High School 

CALVIN JONES 

The administration, teachers, students and all 
who call Big Red home wish to congratulate 
the Jones family for yet another outstanding 

honor awarded to their own Calvin 

May he rest in peace as one of our 
great ones of all time ... 
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CALVIN JONES 

ALL-STATE • ALL-AMERICAN • ALL-BIG TEN 

OUTLAND TROPHY • COLLEGE HALL OF f AME 

You will always hold a special place in 
the hearts of the Big Red family. 

May you rest in peace with the great ones. 

The administration, Board of Education 
• and the entire Big Red family. 
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rr'he (]3urton 'ramify 
Congratulations ''Pa'' 

We re So Proud! 
The George Strager Children 
Scott, Amy, Duke and Kym 
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Sponsored and i 

Supported by • 
The Upper Ohio Valley 
Italian Foundation, Inc. 

JEFFERSON • BELMONl • HANCOCK , BROOKE • OHIO • MARSHAll 

Upper Ohio Valley 

Italian 
Festival 

Congratulations and God's Blessing 

Administrative Office: 
P.O. Box369 

Wheeling, WV 26003 
(304) 233-1090 

Fax: (304) 233-1092 

On Our Brother and Italian Festival Board Member 

CHESTER GROSSI 
Upon His Induction Into The 

OVAC Hall of Fame 

2006 Festival Dates - July 21, 22 and 23 

See You Therel 

Congratulations 
to 

Chester Grossi 
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 

from the Weir High School 

Athletic Department 
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•**************************** ~ ⇒ 
• IN MEMORY * 
~ OFOUR * • * 
~ GRANDFATHER, * t WALTER HEIL ~ 
• * 
~ Congratulations for this honor bestowed * t upon you by the OVAC for your many ~ 
• years of officiating * 
~ ⇒ 
• WE ARE VERY PROUD OF YOU! * 
~ ⇒ 
• Ashley and R.J. Zitzelsberger * 
~ * ·~¥~¥~¥~¥~¥~¥~¥~¥~¥~¥~¥~¥~¥~* 

C -- er P. GvOMN 
C Lill A-' J V cul,J 

"Y o-w pcud,; Y o-u,r V~' wUh, o-vev 4 5 year-,\-' of 
~~ -C-o-tfu1/ y01A£rv of tfu1/ CLVe<M 

W{fe, 'R~ !O"Y\I T o-w,;, ~e,v Moniccv, 
frV~e,n; Kcxte- cuui, T ~ 
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PURPLE RIDER BOOSTER CLUB 
P.O. Box 395 

Martins Ferry, OH 43935 

Congratulations! 
John Vrotsos - OVAC Hall of Fame Coach 

Alex Groza - OVAC Hall of Fame Athlete 

Lou Groza - OVAC 'Legends' Honoree 

Congratulations Chester P. Grossi 
from 

TOM JOHN 
GROSSI DESANTIS 

CFS ChFC 

3622A WEST STREET FINANCIAL (304) 797-1313 
WEIRTON, WV 26062 

SERVICES 
(800) 701-1313 

STOCK and BOND TRADING, MUTUAL FUNDS, IRA'S 
ROLLOVERS, RETIREMENT PLANS, ANNUITIES 

ASSETMANAGEDPLANS,MONEYMARKETFUNDS 
LINSCO/PRIVATE LEDGER MEMBER NASD/SIPC 
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Congratulations, Chester Grossi! 

--STEEL WORKS 
Community Federal Credit Union 

It's Where You Belong!* 

1-800-427-4835 

'Membership eligibility required. Federally Insured by NCUA. www.steelworks.org 

Congratulations 
to all inductees in the 

2005 OVAC Hall of Fame! 

WesBanco honors Bob Burton 

Small enough to listen, Big enough to help. 

www.wesbanco.com 

New Martinsville, 190 Main St., (304) 455-1300 • Steelton, 285 N. State Rt 2, (304) 455-6570 
Pine Grove, #20 Rt. 2 By Pass, (304) 889-3337 • Paden City, 4th & Main Sis., (304) 337-2205 

Sistersville, 250 Charles St., (304) 652-3151 
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WesBanco Bank, Inc., 
Is a Merner FDIC. 

New Martinsville, WV 26155 
Phone (304) 455-3115 

Pharmacy (304) 455-2171 

600 North State Route 1 8 
Middlebourne, WV 26149 

Phone (304) 758-2400 

Jaime & Sean Lash 
Brent 



Flowers courtesy of 

Bob & 
Robin's 

Friendly florist providing a personal touch 

proudly supports 
East Liverpool "Potters" 

and 
congratulates tonight's 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
inductees 

Tel: 330-385-ROSE 
510 Walnut Street 
East Liverpool,OH 



OVAC Hall of Fame Trivia 

(1) Alex Groza led Martins Ferry High to a three-year basketball record of 72-5 from 1942-44. The Purple Riders 
qualified for two Ohio state tournaments and won the first OVAC basketball title in 1944. 

(2) Chuck Howley lettered in seven different sports in high school and college. At Warwood High, the 1954 gradu­
ate competed in the Vikings' only three sports programs - football, basketball and baseball. At West Virginia 
University, be became the Mountaineers' only five-sport letterman. Besides football, he also lettered in wrestling, 
track, gymnastics and swimming as a diver. 

(3) Dick Miller helped Wheeling Central Catholic High to three straight W. Va. Catholic Tournament championships, 
and three OVAC crowns, from 1950-52. The Maroon Knights' three-year won-loss record during that period was 61-8. 

(4) Mike Sherwood quarterbacked the 1966 Bellaire High football team regarded as one of the best in Big Reds' his­
tory. The 9-1 record team outscored its opponents by 457-56. 

(5) Terry Snively set an OVAC regular season scoring record of 222 points for Powhatan High in 1965. Included was 
five touchdowns and 33 points in an 81-0 blanking of Cameron. 

(6) John (Fuzzy) Filliez helped the W. Va. All-Stars to an upset victory over Ohio in the 1973 OVAC All-Star Game. 
The Magnolia High athlete landed three TD passes plus a two-point conversion, passed for a two-point PAT, and inter­
cepted two passes. 

(7) Lance Mehl is best known for his football feats on three levels - high school, college and professional, but the 
three-sport Bellaire High athlete led the Ohio Valley in home runs as an All-Valley first baseman in 1976. 

(8) Dee Davis, of Wheeling Park High, became the first OVAC athlete selected as a state girls' basketball "Player of 
the Year" when she earned the W. Va. honor for the 1980 fall season. 

(9) Brian Swisher set a W. Va. and OVAC record for football scoring by a lineman when the wide receiver tallied 
156 points, including 26 TDs by receiving, returns and runs, in 1981. 

(10) Joey Galloway was not only a four-sport, three-year standout for Bellaire High but eamedAll-OVAC,All-Valley 
or All-Ohio honors in each of the sports during his career. 

(11) Matt Gaudio, the first OVAC boys' basketball player to be named W. Va. state Player of the Year (1991), set a 
Brooke High single game scoring record with 42 points against Steubenville during his senior season. 

(12) The only two OVAC athletes to be drafted by both the National Basketball Association and National Football 
League are both charter Hall of Fame inductees - John Havlicek of Bridgeport and Ron (Fritz) Williams of Weir High. 
Neither ever played a college football down at Ohio State (Havlicek) or West Virginia (Williams). Havlicek was draft­
ed by the Cleveland Browns and Williams by the Dallas Cowboys but both opted for tl1e NBA. 

(13) Charter inductee Tim Spencer, from Ohio State, was the No.2 selection in the first United States Football League 
draft in 1983. He was picked by the Chicago Blitz and became the first signee of the new league. The St. Clairsville 
High product was drafted ahead of other running backs Eric Dickerson, Craig James and Gary Anderson. The No.I 
draft pick, by Los Angeles, was Pitt quarterback Dan Marino, who opted to sign with the Miami Dolphins, where he 
would set an all-time NFL passing yardage record. 

(14) Cambridge High School retired the football jersey No. 36 worn by charter inductee Doug Donley after his sen­
ior football season of 1976. It was only the second time in the long Bobcat athletic history for a jersey number to be 
retired. 

( I 5) If a three-point goal had been utilized in 1969, charter inductee Allan Homyak may have reached the 100-point 
single game mark. Instead, the 6-foot-l lefthanded guard for Bellaire St. John Central scored an all-time Ohio Valley 
record 86 points in a win over Warren Consolidated. In that game, Homyak converted 40 of 65 goal attempts and six 
of 12 free throws for his record total. But observers estimated about half of his OV record 40 goals were from three­
point range and, he also had two long-range goals at ends of periods ruled no good because time had elapsed. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame Trivia (continued) 

(16) Charter inductee Ken Alessi scored 1,987 points in 62 games as a junior and senior at Yorkville High after start­
ing his varsity career as a sophomore with 60 points in four games His scoring antics received national media exposure 
in the syndicated "Ripley's Believe-It-Or-Not" feature. 

(17) Bobby Douglas has earned national and international fame as a wrestling coach and competitor, but the charter 
inductee also was an honored Bridgeport High athlete in football and baseball. Thel40-pound running back started in 
the Ohio-W. Va. All-Star football game and was a regular in baseball. 

(18) Most fans know charter inductee Bill Mazeroski as a Baseball Hall of Fame second baseman who won thel960 
World Series for the Pittsburgh Pirates with a seventh game home run vs. the New York Yankees. But at Warren 
Consolidated High School, "Maz" also was an All-Ohio basketball player who led the OVAC with a 27 .6 point per game 
average as a senior in 1954. Two years later, in 1956, "Maz" was playing with the Pirates. 

(19) When charter inductee Mitch Hannahs helped tiny Skyvue High to the 1985 Ohio Class A baseball title, the 
Hawks became only the second OVAC baseball championship since the conference was founded inl943-44. The first 
was Powhatan, which won the 1963 Class A crown. 

(20) Geno Ford not only led the OVAC in scoring as a junior in 1992, but his 365 point per game norm was the high­
est for any Ohio first team all-stater. The 5-foot-8 Cambridge High guard, and charter inductee, scored 928 points as 
a junior and ended his four-year Bobcat career with an OVAC record 2,680 points. 

(21) Bridgeport High had one of its lightest teams in school history in 1957 and the quarterback, charter inductee 
John Havlicek, was one of the Bulldogs' biggest players. The rangy Havlicek led Bridgeport to the school's first-ever 
football victory over neighboring rival Martins Ferry. 

(22) Stephanie Pehto not only led the Ohio Valley in girls' basketball scoring in 1992 but was the leading scorer in 
Ohio Division IV ranks with a 37 .1 per game norm. She earned Division IV state "Player of the Year honors" and was 
second, overall, in Ohio scoring to Marlene Stollings, who averaged 41.6 points for Beaver Eastern. 

(23) Ohio's longest girls' basketball winning streak was ended in 1987 by a Wellsville team led by charter Hall of 
Fame inductee Vicki Pullie-Stokes. West Holmes of Millersburg had won a state record 108 straight games over four 
seasons, and three Ohio Class AA titles in a row, before bowing to an unbeaten Wellsville team. The Tigers went on to 
finish Ohio Class AA runnerup, bowing 58-55 to Lima Bath in the finals. 

(24) Amy Gamble became the first OVAC girls' basketball player to earn Parade All-America honors when the John 
Marshall athlete was recognized in the 1981-82 season. The Monarch athlete also was only the second from W. Va. to 
be so recognized. The first was Mary Ostrowski from Parkersburg Catholic in 1978-79. Both Gamble and Ostrowski 
signed scholarships with the University of Tennessee. 

Photographs of this year's OVAC 
Hall of Fame Induction 

available through: 

---- Briggs Professional Photography 

~ 
' 

Telephone: 
Fax: 
email: 

(740) 633-2541 
(740) 633-1311 
ebriggs@1st.net 

706 N. Zane Hwy., Martins Ferry, OH 43935 ------
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4. 

5. 

6. 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR 
OVAC HALL OF FAME 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals 

BOYS 
Baseball: 250 wins 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cross Country: 1 O OVAC titles 
Football: 125 wins 
Golf: 10 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Swimming: 1 O OVAC titles 
Tennis: 1 O OVAC titles 
Track: 10 OVAC titles 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles 

GIRLS 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 1 O OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 10 OVAC titles 
Golf: 10 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 10 OVAC titles 
Tennis: 10 OVAC titles 
Track: 10 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS: 
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 

successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 
Open-ended 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Must be out of school 1 O years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 

professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 

Next year's OVAC Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony - Saturday, Aug.19, 2006 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc 

George Kovalick (OVAC 'Family') 

George E. Kovallck (Bridgeport High School), recognized as the "father" of high 
school wrestling in the Ob10 Valley. ·Kovalick previouslyhns been honored with 
membernhip in numerous halb of fame, including those at Kent State University; the 
Ohio Valley Football CoacheB Association; Uppt:;r Ohio Valley Dapper Club;West 
Liberty State College; Ohio Athletic Directors and the Ohio Wrestling Hall of Fame. 

Kovallck was selected as the first redplent (1976) of the prestigious OVAC 
Wrestling_ Committet:all prestigious "Mr. Mat Award," an honor given mmunlly to an 
individuill for outstanding contributions to the s119rt ofwrestliog. 

Kova\ick directed cluii-npionship teams in football, baseball llJld wrestling at both 
the intercollegiate and interscholasltc levels during an enormously-successful 28-ycar 
coaching career. 

Among the athletes be totored in high school or college were all-lime Ohio Valley greats John 
Havlkek)Phil and Joe Nickro, an_d BobbyTiouglas. In baseball, Kovalick coached the Hilltop~rs to the 
1964 NA A baseball chwnJ:ionshc, the only national title ever captured by the school. He also had West 
;;-::;,r~ael~lf.rcollegiate A dctic onference championship teams at West Liberty in football, wrestling 

Kovallck not only w;u one of the founders of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, hut his Bridgc{l9fl 
gr.1ppler11 won the first seven Lunference championships. In 1959, Kova\ick's Bulldogs made history by 
becoming the first school outside the Cleveland area since 1942 to wm an Ohio state wrestling tll!C 
since1942 to win an Ohio state wreslling tltle since. He coached six individual state champions. 

Kovalic\cis other OVAC couching stops were at Moundsville, Bellaire and Weir high schools. His 1973 
Weir High football team was u state runner-up. losing to East Bank in the Class AAA state filllll. He retired 
from coaching in 1978 hut then sen·ed as athletic director at Bellaire until the time of his death in 1984, 

He WM OVAC Baseball Director for many years and also directed the conrerence·s mat championship 
event. 

A.long with his. great coaching ~now ledge, Kovalick ..yas also recognized as a marvelous competitor, 
mel!cuJOus orgam:i:cr and a mun with an enom1ous capacity for work. 

Cal Pokas (Med;aJ 

Ctil /'okru {Bellaire High School/ was another giant in the spons writing profes­
sion who cut his eye teeth under Bil Van Horne anU developed mto one oftbe area's 
true newspaw greats in bis own right 

Pokas. who died in 2000, was emp!o}'.ed for 40 years at The Times l.i.'!1der, 
including 29 memor.1.ble )'ears for Ohm Valley sports lam as the sp_orts editor, He 
also was assistant spnrts editor, a courthouse and political rer.orter and_ Martins Ferr,Y 
City Editor. Even lifter his retirement, Cal conthmcd to contribute to his new~paper s 
~P91U [)!lges wlth bis weekly "Eye on the Bucks" column about Ohio State football. 
Pokllll also ~nally saw to it that many of the so-called minor SP!JrtS such as cross-
country, tn1ck and volleyball, received their share of covernge in his newspaper. 0 

Pokas was deeply interested in the OVAC throughout his career and he devoted 
much of his spare time to serviny on committees for the Rudy Mumlev Charity Football AH-Star Classic, 
~~fa ';'~l~1fuc:i~J~~~!hf~d/ir~eoiJ~;t~tball and basketball cham()ionsh1p races, He also served Oil a 

Poka!l boo a term as IJ!eSident of the Ohio Wnters As.socmnon, and was comm1ss1011er of the Ohio 
Valley Baseball Wgue for 23 Y=· H the COllllnwuty went beyond the world of spam as Pokas 
scrvcil Oil an adv· ' nn_y, was Belmont County Chaimian of the Multiple Sc!eros!S 
Associatioo; and Cini Sen1ce Conun~55100 for 32 ~ unul !us demh 

Pokas' honors were numerous. n l he WJS presented a Commumtv ServlCC Awanl by Umted Press 
International, The Ohio Prep Sports Writers A.~sociation named hlm SJ)(l!ts Writt:1' of the Year in 1976 and he was 
given a Distinguished ServlCC Award fmm the Ohio Association ofTrnck and Field und Cros.~ Country Coaches. 

Cal was selected to t!1e Ohio Prep Sports Writers Hall of Fame and the UPI S~orts Editors Association 

8Vlc{ 6tkJ\,!ffet1F°oo'rtir:iic~:i~;~s:~~~tmo~i~hll:~!
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be presented the first S,rortsmanship Ethks und Integrity Award for the Eastern Distri_ct fmm the OHSAA. 
Pokas was a "Mr. Mat award honoree at tbe OVAC Wi:estlingTournament, along with bej!_lg selected for 
Bdlaire High School's Wa!I of Fame. He was named as the Honorary Referee for the Wheeling Park 
Trnck C!amc because of contribution~ to Obio Va!ley youth. 

Jim Foti (Coaches) 

Jim Foti was a basketball coach for 38 yeurs aud a head football mentor for 20 
seasons. He already has been inducted mto the City of Wheeling, West Virginia 
Sports Writers Association, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and John Carroll 
University's Halls of Fame. 

Foti.a native of Jamestown N,Y .. rnme to the urea in 1942 after havlng coached 
at Erie (Pa.) Prep. He coached basketball at Warwood, Whee!i11g CcolrnI Catholic 
and Bellaire. Over,111, Foti posted 466 varsity basketball victnries, all but 26 com­
ing at OVAC schools. He coached Wanvood High to seven West Virginia region­
al championships and his 1967 Viking squad won the sta_te title. In 1976, his final 
year as a head couch and the last season before the Ohio County consolidation, 
Foti's Vikings advanced to the state tournament semifinals before being eliminat­
ed, The 1975 team played in the state championship game, He had five W.Va. Catholic title-winnlng 
teams at Wheell_ng Centrnl and gmded his squads to OVAC championships in three divisions. 

In 1943, Foll had a 24-3 record team at Central, which lost by a point while playing m the Eastem 
Catholic championships held at Newport, R.J. 

Fotrs foottial\ coaching career produced another 124 victories, including a 90-106-3 reconl at 
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lost a 20-19 thrlller to Rochester, Pa. at Steubenville. 
Foti also coached semi-professional basketball for two years as be directed the Wheeling Puritans in 

1947 and '48. 
Foti coached several outstandin)! athletes during his distinguished career. Among the Ccntr.tl standouts 

were James "Dubie~ Oai!cr and Billy Gompers, buth of wllom wcot on to play at Notre Dame; Jack 
McConville, Alabama; Pete Schuetz, Duquesne, and Paul Schuetz, Northwestern. At Warwood be had a role 
in the devdopment of Chuck Howley, fnnncr WVU and Dallas Cowboys' great: Bob Dunlevy (WVU), and 
basketball standouts Bob Aycr11 (VMI, Blll Kennedy (Arirona State) and Greg Church (Anny). 

Samuel A. Mumley (OVAC 'Family') 

Samuel A. Mumley (Benwood Union High School) served two terms - covering 
a total of 32 yearn - as executive secretary of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 
During the scco11d tenn which lasted until"his death in 1999, Mumley helped resur­
rect the bi-state league from the brink of bankruptcy to its cunent standing w; one of 
the great high school conferences in the entire country. 

Some of the many highlights from his stewardship included: Helping to estah• 
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Attracting major financial sponsorll to support all of the DvAC prognunfaincludmg .;. 
the Banquet_o( ChamRions, an awanls dmner that honors more than l.fMI athletes '" 

i~\if.~t~ ba~i&i~iPe;a~~\\~~rci $;,~~~i0
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Basketball Classic. 
Mumley's response to a call of duty went beyond the OVAC u.s he WU5 one of the founders of the 

Wheeling Super Si:\ Committee, which has hosted the West Virginia state chamr.ionship football games 
at Wheeling ls!and Stadium since 1994. He also helped secure Uie West Virginia state soccer diampi• 
onships for Uie city, Five years after his deuth1 the fruition of another one of his dreams occurred wlien 
an artificial grnss playing surface was installeu at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Although awards were never imr.ortant to Mumley, he was the recipient of numerous honors. The 
major awards v.resented to him included: The NationalFederation of Officials Outstanding Sen·ice 
Award; Dapper Dan Man of the year; OVAC Man of the Year, and Outstanding West Virginian. 

He was a basketball official for 23 years, an assistant coach, athletic trainer and uthletic director at 
se,·cral W'Cll schools, including Cameron, The Linsly School and St. Clairsville. He WU5 also a trainer at 
hfa college alma mater, the University of Maryland, along witb the Washington Redskins and 
Philadelphia Eagles. Mumley served on the state of Ohio Boiiru of EQuitv, was a member of the St. 
Clairsvi!le Board of Education and a special liaison for the Mental Retardation Board llJld School of 
Hope. 

Bill Van Horne (Media) 

Hllll'im Hume (Martins Ferry High School), was the dean ofObio Valley sportswrit­
CIS during a legendary newspaper career that spanned 53 yearn. 

Van Home was sports editor of The Time~ Leader for 25 years and the Whaling 
News-Register for 28 years, during whlch tin~ he was recogruz.ed by his peers as the 
III05t infonnational and influential writer in Ohio Valley history. 

His work with the OVAC over the yems was esnecially instrumental in the success 
of the wrestling, trnck and fichl and cross-country, V.m Home was the second recipient 
of wn:sding's "Mr. Mat" Awan! in 1977 and he also received the Calvin Giffin Memorial 
Track Awan!. 

His columns, "Van Home on Sports," were mastcipiecc chronicles of the lives of oth­
ers;tH~i:::~ in his field and a role model for aspiring wnters, V.m Home was admired wul respected for his integri-
ty, 'oo, fairness,lmowledge and compassion. 

V.m H='s cov~ und su~ for events like the Wheeling Distance Race (now Tiie Ogden New~ 20K 
Cla.'>Sic), the West Vuiµnia Temus Op:n and the (now defunct) Whee~ LPGA CiMsic he!Jcl those events reach 
~ in our wea. His bucking also was a f.ictcr in the popularity enioved by the Wheelmg lronmen, Wlming 
Blues and Wheeling Thtnxletbinls (now the Wheeling Nailcis), professional football. ba.sketball and ln::key teams. 

Numerous aw.mis and honors were bestowed Oil Van Home. The Upp::r Ohio Valley 0appcr ban Club 
named him Man of the Year in 1993; he was selected as the West VirginiaSportsV1Titer of the -Yeirthrec times; 
re(:eivcd the Gene Morehuuse Memorial Award for contribution~ in sportswriting thmngbout the Mountain 
State; and he w.is inducted into nu1nerou.~ halls of fame., Among those wen: the Wheeling 1 full of Fame; the Lou 
Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame; Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame, Minor League Pro Football Hall of Fwne 
and the Wheeling-OglebayTennis Club Hall ofFwne. He served as president of the West Vnginia SpD!U Writ= 
Association and was a member of the HXJlball Writ= of America, Bill was the first sportswriter fimn w~-st 
Virginia to be elected to the Football Writers Board of Directors. He also llC!Ved as state chainnan for the 
Hmman Trophy selection committee. 

Richard L. (Dick) Potts (Coa,hes) 
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Jim Foti was a basketball couch for 38 years mid a head football mentor for 20 
season~. He already has been inducted into the City of Wheeling, West Virginia 
~~:r~~~1i~f;~iiw!:;.Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and John Carrol! 

Foti
1 

a native of Jamestown, N.Y,, came to the area in 1942 after havh1g 
coacbeu at Erie f Pa.) Prep, He coached basketball at Warwond, Wheeling Central 
Catholic and Be laire, Overall. Foti posted 466 var11itj basketball victories, all bul 
26 coming at OVAC schools, He coached Warwood Ugh to seven West Vlryinia 
regional chamv.ionships and his 1967 Vikmg si::ad won the state title. In 1976,his 
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eliminated. The I ij75 team p_layed in the state championship game, He had five W.Va. Catholic tit!e­
wlnnlng teams at Wheeling Centr.tl and guided his squads to OVAC championships in three divisions. 

In 1943, Foti had a 24-"3 record team at Central, which lost by a point while playing in the Eastern 
Catholic championship.~ held at Newport, RJ. 

Foti's footliall coachmg career produced another 124 victories, including a 90,!06-3 record at 
Warwood, where the Class AA schon] was saddled with playing one of the most competitive schedules 
in the urea. His 1943 Wheeling Ccntrnl football team went 9-l and gained a Steel Bowl berth, where it 
lost a 20-19 thriller to Rochester, Pa,. at Steubenville. 

Foti also coached semi-professional basketball for two years as he directed the Wheeling Puritans in 
1947 and '48. 

Foti coached sever.ii outstanding athletes during his distinguished career. Amon! the Centrnl stand­
outs were James "Dubie" Dailer and Billy Gompers, both Of whom went on to p ay at Notre Dame; 
Jack McConvillc, Alabama; Pete Sc!mctz.Uuqucsne, and Paul Schuetz, Northwestern, At Warwood he 
had a mle in the development of Chuck Howley, fonncr WVU and Dallas Cowhl_!Ys' great; Hoh 
Dunlevy (WVU), and basKetbal\ standouts Bob Ayers (VMI, Bill Kennedy (Arizona State) and Greg 
Church (Army). 

Evan Reese come1a1,J 

Evtin Reese (Follansbee High School) served as an area high school and college 
arbiter for more than 50 yearl!. He also officiated football in the Canadian League, 
the United Foothall League uud the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference. 

Reese was OVAC Commissioner for both football and basketball orficials and 
he was president of the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
(WVIAC) officials in both sports. He worked numerous 5talc and conference tour­
nament chan1pionship events throughout his long and storied career, 

Reese a\w was a member of the West Virginia Secoodary Schools Acth·ities 
Commissiou Advisory Board and he was secretary of the Eastern District Board of Football and 
Basketball Officials. For many years, he was on the basketball rules committee in the Eastern District. 

Today's Ohio Valley officials remember Evan as someone who had a tremcodnus influence on up• 
and coming referees. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Murray (Official> 

A. Wilson Murray (Wheeling High School) officiated high school basketball, ,,,. 
football, baseball and trnck for 30 years, from 1946 through 1975, He actually 
began his officiating career in 1942, the year after be grru.luatcd from Wheeling 
High School. Murray entered the servke in 1942 and did not return home until the 
after World War II had ended. 

He worked numerous sectional, district, regional and finals in Ohio, West 
Virginia and Pennsylvania. He also officiated basketball for 12 years in the Mid• 
American Conference and the West Virginia lnterco!!egiate Athletic Conference, 
Murray was a referee in the old United Football League in the days of the 
Wheeling Ironmen professional football team. 

He served on the OVAC Executive Boan! urn.I served for 10 years as the commissioner of the bi­
state league's basketball officials. He later was appointed the OVAC's commissioner of football offi­
cials, a post he held from 1977 until retiring in 1985, In 1977, he was elected treasurer of the Ohio High 
School Athletic Association's Commissioners. 

Murrny officiated six West Virginia state tournaments and two WVIAC tournaments, The fonner 
City of \Vbce!ing Treasurer was a three-year football und basketball letterman at Wheeling High 
School. He played on the Wildcats' 1940 state championship basketball team. 

Among the awards he was presented were: Ohio Hi~h School Athletic Association's Meritorious 
Award ( 1970); a West Virginia Secondary School's Activities Commission Award fur his contributions 
to officiating in the Mountain State; Honorary Life Membership lo the Ohlo Valley Board of Approved 
Basketball Officials (1981); OVAC Exemplary Service Award (1981), und an Upper Ohio Va!Jey 
Dapper Dan Club Achievement Award (1982). In 1989, he was selected as the first recipient of the 
Bobby Daws1111 Basketball Officials' Award presented at the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Charity 
Ba~kctbal] Classic. 

John Havlicek <Athlete -1950s) 

John Havlicek (Brid1,,'l."p0rt High School. Class of 1958) wa~ a lbrce-sPOrt high !iChoo\ 
honoree for the Bul\~s who later became one of Ohio State's basketbafl greats and was 
selected one of the 50 ~test NBA/elayers. 

pc~= ~~i1~tii11A~c~~A~TI:0aul~~!~~~ri◊£cf1As~~~i~~! 
An exi:.,-ellent rebounder and passer, he ulso scored l ,594 careerr.qints ln 59 games 

and awrnged more tl1a11 30 '3mnts per game the last two seasons. He Jed the OVAC 
Wii~enJi;/Jj~ig~;ii;~i} .9-point nonn, including a school record 53 in 11 !03-

He played in the Ohio North-South All-Star game with _Jerry Lucas. The two later led 
Ohio State to three straight NCAA chainpionsftip games mc!iiding a title their sophmnore scasim of 1960. 

He was an AU-Eastern Ohio shortsl!J{l on two OVAC championship ba-reball teams and batted over .400. He 
alw starred in American Le<>ion baseball and later played first base for Ohio State. 

In football, tl1e A!\,OVAE quarterback was recruited by several colleges including Ohio State and West 
Virginia. 

At Ohio State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during fill tliree varsity basketball Sl!llSOll.'i and he twke eamedA!l-

BifiI~flc~n~~°t~e b~~1~· draft choice of the NBA Boston Celtics and was also selected hy the NFL 
Ck:veland Browns even thoush he never played in college. He played a few exhibition games a~ a wide 
receiver with the Browns be!ore reporting to the Ccltks, where he would become team captain and have 

hik~~~fo~Jii~ilm-licek retired in 1978 llfter 16 NBA sca'\IJIB includin cight Celtic champion~hips. 
A 13-time A!l-Star, he i_s the Celtics' nil-time leading scorer (26,395 J)Oints) ~ was the first NBA player to 
score IJllXJ pomts in !fl cnnsccutive seasoIB and, when he rctin:d, Havlicek had played more regular season 

ge~:i~ti:g)9~ki~tb~IJ%1P~JNati~U~hfi,~~;&;i~~n~~e1n~r'lli:u'r~r O!~~Valley 
Dapper Dan and Ohio State Halls of Fame. 

Bobby Douglas (Athlete - 1960,) 

Bobby Douglar (Bridgeport High School Class of 1961) wa1 a three-s~ high 
school standoul and tlie first wrestfor to win four OVAC individual champiollShips. Re 
be~ame the first black athlete to win an Ohio state mat cm-.,,11 ( 1959) when he emerged 
a-. !he 112-pound tit!ist. He then finished thin! in the 1960 state tournament and won the 
127-~und cru\\.11 a.~ a senior. 

An All-OVAC football player and the conference Oass AA captain as a 140-pound 
running back in 1960, Doiig!as also as a starter in baseball. 

He \\ll'CStled [WO years at West Liberty Slate a.=, winning an NAIA charnpj.onship 

~nlum~~::: r4~!i!r1H:.iibi~~~c?~c:l~ ~~~~~ 
in the finetlp and c:lf!!ured a pair of conference titles al1mg with tile I 964 NCAA team utle. 

Also as a comr.etitor. he won fi\·e natioruil championships and a pair of U.S. Olympic Trials titles. He had 
a fourth-place feaiherweiclit finish at the 1964 Tokyo O!yrriPics and he captained tile U.S. freestyle team at the 
196/1 games in Mexico City. Named the nation's outstariding ~Iler in 1970- tlie year he rctJn:d- Douglas 
complied a career recon1 or 303-17-7 [.953), He was 111nner-up at the WOJ\d Oiampmnsh1ps that year. 

Stlll rcwgnized as mie of the 1iation's outstanding wre~tling coaches. Douglas fuls been at tlie Iowa State 
University helm for 14 years and became just the fmirth Division I mentur to reach the 4GO-victory plateau in 
Jan~ of 2UU3. He coached the Cyclones to IO ll~IO at tlie national finals. He also had runner-up teams m 

!:6~~~!!'.W~~:~ ti~:~ %-C!re1~~a'i~~f P!: iifln~'~\~J:~~~ 
pmgram. Oouulas built a d,Ynasty ntArizuna State. Hnm 1975-92_, he guided ASU to nine conference title and 
nine top,:lO NCAA team lmishes1 including tile schcxil's first nauonarchampioru.hip in 1988. While with !he 
Sun Devils. he had three national mdividual \Jtle wi!lllen. 37 conference chruiips_ and 58 All·Amerw.ms. 

He wa'I head coach of tile 1992 U.S. Olympic freestyle team !hat com~ m Bruce.Iona, ~ain. All 10 of 
!~! :~!}~ (i~~thc~6tgm~1c~ ID in thelr respective weight classes. uglas has been on e U .s. coach• 

7:hm_g!as was inducted mtotlle National Wrestling Hall of Fame. Ille NAJA Wrestling Hall of Fame, tile Ohio 
Hall nr fiame and the Arizona State Hall of Fame. 

Ron (Fritz) Williams (Athlete - 1960,) 
Ron (Fritz) Williams (Weir High, Class of 19M) was a four-year, three-sport standout 

fOJ the Red Rider.;. He led Weir to three straight state Class AAA l!tle games inchnling an 

::::fonf ~~1:1ti~-1!i:3~AC:1i"AU.~tv:~i~'21!.~\~~ =~ 
player was also an A\l-OVAc and All-West Vrrginla football end ln 1963 and tlie OVAC 
and West Virginia Region 1 sprint champion in the 100,220 and44(J.vardevents in 1964, 

TI!C 6-3, Hl5-~und \Villiams was Ure first African-American to Eie named first team 
All-West Vugirua in basketlm!l and on!}' the fourth pen;tm in hi~tory to be named first 
team all-state three tinws, He scored 2.203 career pomts - then an OVAC 'big school' 
record - and averaged 30.9 as a senior and 30.1 a~ a junior. He scored a school-record 
55 {vlints against East LiYe!p9(Ji. He was named AU-America by Panulr and Sdw/astic Coacl, magazines. 
Scluitls~::, ::l fif~:i~ao!1s ~ ~:J. Class AAA state champioru;hip football team and was nil-state and 

He played on twn OVAC Class 3,A title basketlmll teams (1962 and '64) and Ure 1962 OVAC track cham-

r.ions!-i1p squad. The first Afncan-American rei:ruited to play ba,kcthnll at West Vu-ginia University, he still 
olds season and career assist rccnnls while avcmging 20.1 points for his career - sixth best in history and 

leading the team ln scnnng and assists tliree years. Only two WVU players - Jcny West and "Hot Rod" 
Hundley - combined for more points and assists than Williams, a three-time All-Southern Conference hon­
oree and a second team A!l·American. 

T11e two--time team captain is a member of the All-Time WVU team (1966-75 era) and has been _inducted 
into the WVU Sports Hall of Fanie as well as tl1e West V:nginia Sports 'Hall' and the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan 'Hall'. He was the ninth overall NBA draft pick m 1968 by tlie San Francisco Warriors and was 
also drafted in the AB A fifth round by the New Orleans Buccaneers. Despite not playing college football, he 
is one of only two OVAC products to be drafted both by the NBA and :NFL/Dalfas Cow bop, 14th round). 

Williams Played clcl1t NBA seasons - !h'C with the Waniors, two wi!h the Milwaukee Bucks and one with the 
Los Angeles 1-aki:rs· He scored 4,797 =!XJints ilOO had 1.818 career llS.Sru. He died, ~!lh'C 59. Ofl APli.l 4.1lll» 
at his home in California. The road ne.ur his Weirton chikllio:d honie named Ron (Fntz) Williams Boulevrutl.' 
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Ken Alessi (Athlete· 1940s) 

KenAlrmi (Yorkville High School) was a 5-7, 155-pound basketball guard from 
1947-49. He still holds two 1111-time OVAC scoring records -1,142 points in 32 
games as a senior and a career per-game point average of 31.0 fur 66 game8. 

He was the first OVAC player to score 2,(l(XI career points (2,047) after 1werag­
ing a tl1cn-record 35.7 points a game and selfing a mark of70 points, including 31 
goals, against Shadyside as a 1948-49 senior. Tiiat effort prompted the national 
exposure in "Ripley's Believe-lt•Or·Nnt." 

lk also scored 65 points vs. Adena and 55 points vs. Dillonvale in ba1:k-to-back 
games. In one game. he converted 16 straight free throws As a junior.Alessi scored 
845 points in 30 games. 

A two-time All-OVAC Class A and All-Ohio Class B honoree, he was the leading vote-getter in '49 
when he was selected Ohio's Class B Player of the Year, 

A three-sport prep standout, he was an Al!-Eas!em Ohio football player as a two-way back and kick• 
er, and he was a shortstop-pitcher in baseball. 

Recruited by West Virginia University, he played three seasons (1950-52) and was the starting point 
guard two years. He led the team in assists ns a sophomore while playing with 6-9 All-America Mark 
Workman, 

In 1951 , he scored 23 points in ll home win over Wake Purest and ta!Ucd 18 in a 77-73 loss at Duke, 
which featured A!I-Amerka guanl Dick Groat, a future Pittsburgh Pirate infielder, 

Alessi served as head basketball coach the final 12 seasons ( 1961 • 72) for alma mater Yorkville High 
before wnso\idatlon. His best team went 18-3 in 1962 and his 1970 team won an OVAC Class A crown. 
Tiie '70 team featured Chuck Saus, who would su111ass Alcssi's career point total. 

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete - 1950s) 

BUI Mauroski (Warren Consolidated High School , Class of 1954) is best known 
for his baseball feats, but the 5-11 basketha!I center also led the OVAC in scoring 
with a 27.6 per game average as a senior and was a tWo·time All-OVAC mundhall 
selection lllld tl=-year basketlmll starter. He earned second team All-Ohio Class A 
recognition as a senior. 

A four-year baseball standout as a shortstop.pitcher, Mazcroski led Warren 
Consolidated to tile 1953 Ohio Class A (largest class) baseba!l final~ before falling, 
2·1 to Cincinnati Purcell. Mazeroski pitched a four-hitter in a losing cause. 

Tiie athlete, known as "Catfish" as a youth and "Mai" during bis pro playing days, 
led Warren Consolidated to fuor straight OVAC Ohio-side baseball titles. TI1e team 
was coached by Al Burario. 

Signed by the Pittsburgh Pirntes out of high school and summer, sandlot baseball, the Rush Run native 
wa1 in tlie major leagues in 1956 and became am-time Al!-Starsecond baseman from 1956-72 with Ilic 
National League team. He woo eight of the first 10 second base Gold Glove fielding awards. 

He played in 2,163 games lllld co!lcctcd 2,()]6 hits but his bc~t known feat is hitting game seven 1960 
World Series winning home run versus the New York Yankees. lie still holds some major league fielding 
records for double plays and assists. TI1e Pirates retired his jersey No. 9. 

Mazcroski wa, inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 2001 and also is enshrined in the Upper Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan Hall. the Ohio Baseball Hal! and the Pennsyh·llllia Sports Hall. 

Buckeye Local High School. ll consolidation which includes Mazeroski's alma mater, named its high 
school field in his honor and a section of Route 7 near his Rush Run childhood home north of Tiltonsville 
is known as "Bill Mazcroski Highway." 

Allan Hornyak (Athlete - 1960s) 

Alkmllumyak(St.JohnC.entrnl.HighSdm.Oassof]969)wa~l:estkJx.m.lia.~an:conket· 
ting 4Q.pnn! JU garn: scm-:rhis 1ast two lmketooll =is, txn th: !efthanJer also was a threc­
sfU! staalout p:if= llS a f!dhall quarterback aoo flThl ln=pitdler in ln<cball. 

Af>. I, !85iUJlld long-range .sho:ting guard U1 the era priocto the three.p:nnter. Hwynk led 
the OVAC and the Slate of Ohio in scmJg his last two lieilSCil'I with an all--time OVAC nxnd 
42.7 average as a junkrplus a 4195 senior tum. 

As a junia'.!ie scrn:d 812 points in 19 games,including 295 goals aoo 22.fof.272 free 1hruws. 
In his senior year, lie tallied 923 p:Jints in 22 garrei wilh 346 gonfa and 231-of·296 free throws. 

Th: two-tim:All-OVAC and All-Ohio cagersct the OVAC n:cmrl of86 points, including 40 
gillls,ina 1969 \1/UlnvcrTtltonsvilleandlie srore.d 61 points thene~ night against rival Bellaire. 

fle JUm:d al least ~points in a garn:: 14 mm, and cndru his~ =with a llrn OVAC reaxtl 2,385 points. 
Th: Irish 1,vm lu:k-to-1.n:k OVAC Cla.~s AA basketball titles iocluding a 3J-2 mcrulJ. n:cmrl in 1969. 

His sming effurts resulted in articles in Sparl magaziilC, the Ntw fork Tmics and S(l<!rts 1/lustroted Hns in the 
Cn:mu: HITilyak eametl Sdwlastic Cooch All-America hcRm and his No. 2fl home Jn-J;etballjcrscy was retired by 

"""""'· In fruball, St.John's also \\Ql an OVAC crown with a 9-1 reconJ in 1968. with HITilyak as an All-OVAC quaner-
ln:k llepis.'lOO f<I' 14 toucblowm that season. 

Rccruital fir haskcthall by nunxmJS collcgcs. Ir l'¢'J firTir Ohio State Unhrly 1\-me he !al the Bockcycs in 
suxing three straight}= and eametlAU-BigToi Crnf=icc hnnnrs ca::!1 year andAII-Amcricaroo::,gnltioo a.. a !alinr. 

He left OSU as the sdu11's foorth all-linie == with I :m. p:Jints in ffJ games wrJ is a memh:r ofTir Ohio 
State Univeisily S{Uts Hall of Faur. 

Homyak was the =md n:unl pick.am :26tlJ nvcrall,of tlie NBA"s C1evcland Cavaliers. lie \\-as al<;t11Jrafted by tlie 
ADA IIXliana fu:ers in the fifth irund, ml didn) CO!UIEtc in the pn ranks. 

Doug Donley (Athlete - 1010,) 

Doug Donley (Camlnidge High School, CJasg of 1977) was a three-sport standout, 
excelling in fonlball, track and baske!hall and earning the nickname "White Lightning" for 
his blazing speed. 

On tile gridiron, Donley was a three-year lcttronan at running back for the Bobcats, fin• 
i<Jting with a carccrtotal of2,572 ru,hing yanls. I le alw had 226 yards receiving and I /)28 
yards in kick returns for a career al]-JlU!IIOSC yanlage total of3,826 yarth to go Y.itl1 31 TIJs. 

Donlcy's football accolades included first team All-Ohio Class AAA (1976) by both 
11w Associated Pws.~ and Uuited Press lntemntioool; Ea5tcm District Cla."s AAA "Player 
nfthe Year" ( 1976); and first tcamAll-OVAC C!ass 4-A(l976). 

In track, Donley won the OVAC Class 4-A diampionship in the long jump a.~ a junior (l9i6) witl1 a leap of 
21 ft. 2j in. and wa.~ a double-winner at the conference meet as a senior (19TT) - wi!llling the Jong jump (21· 
I0.75 and the 22:0•yard dash (22.4 secrmds), helping the Bobcat~ to Ure OVAC team title. 

lie earned All-Eastern District in the JOO-yard dm,h and was recognil.cd as a high school All•Aincrican in track. 
Alsoa ~ U1 basketball, Donley wa.~ ~ by II shoulder injury hit still managed to su:re JO pointll (J.':f 

cnntcsl and Jial a ochool-rccortl 17-a.ci~ game. 
Widely recruited for foolball, Donley attended 11ie Ohio State University and earned first team AU-Big Ten 

and honorable mention All-America acm\ades at wide receiver ( 1980). He ranks among the Buckeyes' nil-time 
leading receivers in several catei.'Ofies. including career yanl~ pcr catch (212, sccnnd); yanlagc (2,252. fourth); 
touchdown~ (16. fifth); and receptions (106, tied for ninth), He Jed the team in receptions from 1978-80. 

Donley wa.~ a =ind round draft dlllice of the Dallas Cowboys in I 981. playing four year., in the NFL He 
caught 55 passes for 898 yanls and four IDs. 

TndUl:tetJ into the Cambrid!,,'C High Sd100J Hall ofFwne, Donley is president of Advantage Gulf Tournament 
Services inAihlison, Texas. 

t.0/&;0-i'+ 
------~JiLl:.· ____ _ 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athlete~ 1970s) 

Ti111 Spencer (St. ClaiJsville High School, Class of 1979) nmks with the greatest mn­
ning backs ever to grnce Ohio Valley high school gridirons. Spencer - who plied his 
tr.idc for legcrnlary coach Gcotge Strager - rushed for some 3,144 yards and SO touch­
downs. He i;co!W 338 poinlll during hls Red Devil grid career. 

As a senior, the Parode All-American gained 1,670 yards and scored 28 touchdowns 
while his junior numbeis rotaled 1,280 rushing yards wul 18 touchdmms. Spe1icer·s top 
prep game came ll!l a senior when he rushed for 306 yaiili and scored six touchdowns 
ugainst Martins Feny. All told, he scored 40 point! in that contest. 

He WWI awanlcd All-OVAC and AU-Ohio football honors following his junior and scn-
im seasons. 

Speocer also played basketball and nm tr.ick for the Red Devils,exrelling in the JOO- and ZO::l-meters. 
Aftcr his prep days, Spencer matriculated to Columbll!I to play for Coach Earle Bruce•~ Ohio Stare Buckycs. 
1be 6-1, 21(}.pounder was a three-year starter for the Buckeyes. He fluimed his career with 3,553 yanls 

which still ranks third on Ohio State's all-time rushing charts. 
Spencer led the Big Tun in mshing us a senior with 1,371 yllnls, eighth best in the nation. He WWI accordedAU­

Big Ten honors twice and Wllll a second·tewTI UPI All-Amcricall sekx,"tion WI a senior. 
He served as the Buckeyes' ~1Xa(llllln as a senior nnd was voted the team MVP that ye!lf. He was also named 

MVP of the Holiday Bowl us he rushed for 167 yards and two TDs in 0Sffs 47-17 win. 
Spencer was the second player selected in the United States Football League (USFL) draft by the OUcago Blitl. 

Aftu a three-yeru- US FL stint, he signed with the San Dk-go C1llllb>ers where he started for four years at fullback. 
He gained more than 5,000 JUSlling yards and scored45 lol.ll:hdowm as a professional. 
Spencer served as Ohio State's running backs coach from 1994 through the 2003 season. He kft the Buckeyes 

for llll assistant's role with the Chicago Bears. 

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete w 19811s) 

Mitrh J/a1mahs (Skyvue High School, Clas~ of 1985) was the epitome of a win­
ner in high school as the two.sport, four-year Jettennan sparked the tiny Golden 
Hawks to the state tournament in both basketball and baseball. 

In basketball, Skyvue made the 0HSAA state tournament in Hannah5' junior and 
senior seasons, finishing as the Class A runner-up in 1984-85. He was selected first 
team AU-Ohio as a senior and second team as a junior and was a two.time first team 
All-Eastern District,All•0VAC and All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree. He also 
participated in the Ohio North-Soulh All-Star classic following a senior season where 
the 5-10 guard averaged more than 22 points per game. 

In baseball, the consistent-hitting and sure•handed shortstop helpctl the Hawks to the Ohio Class A state 
championship as a $Cnior (1985) as well as the OVAC and PVC titles. He earned first team All•Ohio,All• 
Eastern DL,trict, Al!-OVAC and Al!•PVC honors and was selecu.-d for the Ohio Baseba!l All•Star Series. 

He also received AU-Eastern District, All-OVAC and All·PVC accolade.'l following his sophomore 
(1983) and junior (1984) seasons. 

After grnduation Hannahs pulled off a rnre "double" when his col\cge team - Indiana State University -
advanced to the NCAA Di1,Jsion I Co!\cge World Series in 1986 and that same season, he played for the Maynanl 
Post 666 team which advanced W the American legion World Series. Hannahs was voted MVP of the regional 
tournament that season aud wun the Louisvil\c Slugger Award for the highest batting average in toumarncnt play. 

At Indiana State, Hannahs was a three-time AH-Missouri Valley Conference pcrfonncr (1987•89) :md 
was an NCAA Divisioo I All-American following his seniur year (1989). 

He was a 16th rolllld dnift pick of the Milwaukee Brewers, playing in their fann system from 1989-93. 
Haonahs is currently athletic director and head baseball cooch at Lincoln Tr.iii College in Robinson, 
J!linols. He previously coached for seven years at his alma ntater - Indiana State University. 

Geno Ford (Athlete - 19911s) 

Geiw Ford(Cambridge High School, Class of 1993) achieved the ultimate honor 
of a high school basketball player in the state of Ohio when he was selected "Mr. 
Basketball" following his senior season. 

Tiie 5-8 sharpshooter finished a stellar four-year career with the Bobcats as 
Ohio's second all-time leading scorer with 2,680 poiuts which also stands as the 
OVAC's all-time high-water mark. 

Ford's name also appears in the OHSAA record book in the following cate• 
gories: 288 free throws made in a season (1991·92), fint all•lime; 697 free throws 
made in a career (19&9.93), first all-time; and 928 points in a season (1991·92), 
seventh all.iime. 

Playing for his father, highly•successful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Geno earned All-Ohio 
Division II first team accolades following both hia junior aud senior scasoos. He was also a two•time 
All-Eastern District Divisiou II "Player of the Year'' and two-time A!l•OVAC Class 4•A first team pick. 

Ford weot on to become a four•year Jctternwn at Ohio University, earning All•Mid American 
Conference second team honors as a junior (1996) and first team plaudits as a senior (1997). He is the 
fifth al!·lime leading scorer lit OU wlth 1,752 point~. One of the most popular players at OU, Fon.I 
helped the Bobcats to one NCAA and one NIT appearance during his career. 

Following graduation, he served as a grdduate assistant (1998-99) and assistant coach (l 999·2001) 
at Ohio University; was hem! coach for one season at Division II Shawnee State Uuiverslty (2QOJ.Q2), 
leading his team to a 22·10 n:coni and earning American Mideast Conference "Coach of the Year" hon­
ors: and served as ao assistant coach at Kent State University since the 2002·03 season. 

Amy Gamble (Athlete - 1980,) 

Amy Gamble (John Marshall High School, Dass of 1982) is one of the Ohio 
Va1\ey's greatest female athletes of all time. Gamble ex.celled in three sports- basket­
ball, lrdCk and women's handball. 

She be;;ame Marshall County's first Olympian when she competed with the U.S. 
Women's Handball Team in the 1988 Games held in St.'Oul, Korea. Earlier, the U.S. 
Women were crowned !Ill champions of the Pan American Games. 

Gamble was selected as the West Virginia Women's Basketball Player of the Year 
in 1982 after Jeadiug John Marshall to the state Class AAA championship. She aver­
aged 23 points and 18 rebounds on a 22·1 record team which avenged its only loss by 
dcfellt!ng Elkins in the state finals. Captaiu of the All•State TClllll. Gamble was a two--time Class AAA first­
temn honoree. She was chosen All•OVAC and All•Vulley lhn:e straight years. 

She was the first JMHS girls' basketball perfonner to score more thun 1,000 points and the initial Monarch 
ath\cte to have her jersey retired. She scored 1,498 can:er points. Gamble was rnnked as the No.4 girls' bas­
ketball player in the country her seniur season when was named to the .fumde, Smet & Smith and USA 
1/Jday All· American teams. 

Recruited byTumessce,she played as a backup Oil the 1983 Lady \bis' squad that finished M the NCAA tour­
nament tullne!S--Op, !05irig to the Cheryl Milh:r-lcd Southern Cal powerllouse. She left Tonnessee at the end of that 
season and transfel.1W to West Vugiuia University but played just ooe season tdom deciding to try ti:am haooball. 

After her ap~.mce in the Olympic8, Gamble n:twned to basketball and enrolled at the University of 
Ari1.0na. Despite having just one seaSlm of cllgibility remaining,Gamhle was the team's leading scorer and 
she earned P..icific•IO Conferern:c player of the week laurels. 

Her high school track career was also brilliant, as Gamble set numerous invitational meet und OVAC 
records in the shot put and the discus. She established all·time OVAC standanls in both even\.'! nnd was a 
West Virginia state champion in both events. She was a three-time All·Valley honoree. 

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athlete· 1980s) 

Vicki Pullie.Stokey (Wel\svi!lc High School, Class of 1987) is believed by many 
Wellsville residents to he one of the greatest athletes in the school's history, attest­
ed to by her induction as a member of Wellsville High School's Athletic of Fame 
inaugural Class of 2004. 

During her high school career, Pullie-Stokes collected 15 first-place finishes ut 
the annual Cal Giffin OVAC Trnck Championships and she was selected as the area 
"Trnck Athlete of the Year'' three times. She also earned both All-Valley and All· 
Eastern District laurels four times each. She was a two-time long jump champion 
at the Ohio high school state meet aud was a runner-up in the 200 meters. 

In volleyball, she was twice selected as the team MVP and earned All-Area (three 
times), All-Eastern District (twice), and All-OVAC (twice). Tim:e times she was named to the All­
Columbiana County team. 

In basketball, she led the 1987 Willy Tigers to the state finals. Her 27 • l nx,-.ml Wellsvil\c team ended one of 
the nation's lon1;est basketball stJ.eaks at 108 when the Tigers dcfeau.'U West Holmes in touman1cnt play. She 
st'Ored lllOre than I ,4<K) poilll.'i aud collected more tlmnPP 800 rebound~ while helping the Ttgern to a tluce-­
ycar rcconl of 66-8. Pullie-Stokes was chosen 0VAC "Player of the Year'' that season and was a two-time All• 
Ohio honoree. She olro eanu:d A!l-Val!ey and All-Ami recognition three tin!t!s each ou the hwtlwood. 

All told, she won 11 varsity letters and was selected as the American Legion 1987 Ohio State "Athlete 
of the Year". She went on to play co\legiate basketball at Ohio State and was a member of the 1989 
Buckeyes' squad that won the Big Ten Conference champiooship. She gained personal honors when in 
1990 she was selected as Ohio State·s best dcfeoslve player, team MVP and Big Ten honorable mention. 
1\>:ice, she was desiguated as the conference's player of the week. 

Additionally, Pullie earned a gold medal with the North Teum in the 1989 U.S< Olympic Festival, held 
in Noffilan, Okla. 

Stephanie Petho (Athlete - 1990s) 

Stephanie Pethu (St. John Central, Class of 1992) remains the me.asuriug stick 
for female basketball greatness in the 0VAC. 

The Fighting Irish thrcc-spmts luminary re·Wrote the St. John Central and 
OVAC scoring books during her career on Guernsey Street. The 5.7 sharpshooter 
finished her four•year career with 2,667 points which is first lu conference annals 
and still ranks sixth in the state of Ohio. 

Petho was accorded first-team All-OVAC all four years. The Bellaire native 
earned All-Ohio honors three years, culminating by being named the state's 
Division JV "Player of the Year" following a season in which she avcrngcd a stag• 
gering 37 .I points a game. 

As a junior, she tallied 35.9 points per game in leading her Lady Irish teammates to a 22·3 record a 
berth in the OHS AA regional tournament. She was named first team All·Ohio after scoring 910 points 
that winter aloue. Petho twice cracked the 50•point plateau iu a game, scoring 57 against Shadyside lllld 
56 against Toronto. 

The two•year starter at the University of Pittsburgh carried St. John Central to four OVAC champi• 
onshiF,s in basketball and an overall 75-16 record, Petho was no oue-sport wonder, also starring in vol• 
leyba I and lr.tek daring her prep career. She earnedAII-OVAC in volleyball her juuior aud senior years. 

In track, Petho is one of the valley's all.iime great throwers, earning five OVAC gold medals in the 
weight events - three in the discus and two in the shot put. Pct.ho tossed the platter a school-rewrd 121-
7 en route to a regional championship and a third-place showing in the state meet as a junior. 

She capped her high school career by being mimed co.valcdictoriau of her senior class and she went 
on to becmne au Academic All-American at Pitt. While there, she led the team in scoring io the 1994-
95 season, became the career free throw percentage leader (81.4) and is 14th on the all•time scoring list. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Bob Robinson Chevrolet-Cadillac, Inc. 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of 
Fame Committee would like to thank Denny 

Magruder, Doug Campbell and the entire staff of 
WesBanco Arena for so graciously offering to be 
the permanent home of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
and for making this evening's festivities possible. 
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BOB ROBINSON 
CADILLAC 

16th Street• Downtown Wheeling• 233-8000 

Saluting Excellence in the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

------------------------------r------------------------------

!i ~?.~o~n~~~~~~~•~ CHEVROLET CADILLAC 

$100 Donation 
Purchase your next vehicle from Bob Robinson's and 
we will donate $100 back to the O.VA.C Must present 
this coupon at time of purchase. 

! i ~h?~D~~~~~~~B~ CHEVROLET CADILLAC 

$5 Donation 
Purchase a Lube, Oil and Filter Change at Bob 
Robinson's and we will Donate $5 to the O.V.A.C. 
Must present this coupon at time of service. 

For information on the OVAC Hall of Fame, or how to nominate a person into 
the Hall of Fame, contact the OVAC office at 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, 
OH 43906 or call 740-671-3269. 
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