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Nikki Hardman, 
left, girls' 
basketball coach 
at Magnolia High 
School, was 
presented the 
OVAC Wheeling 
News-Register 
Bill Van Horne 
Coach of the 
Year Award by 
Nick Bedway, 
executive sports 
editor of the 
Wheeling 
newspapers, at 
the OVAC Ban­
quet of 
Champions 
Monday at 
WesBanco 
Arena. . 

Photo by Alex 
Kozlowski 

MAGNOLIA GIRLS' basketball coach Nikki Hardman, left, was the 

recipierit of the OVAC Wheeling News-Register/Bill Van Horne Coach 

of t'ie Year award at the OVAC Banquet of Champions Monday night 

at WesBanco Arena. Presenting the award is Nick Bedway, executive 

sports editor of the Wheeling News-Register. 



IN FOCUS 

Finalists named 
for OVAC Coach 
of Year Award 

By 
BUBBA 
KAPRAL 

T he nwtha of al l 
banque ts is set 10 
unfold Mnndav at 
\VcsBanco Arena. 
The 20th Annua l 
()\' 1\C Banquet nf 

T,._ Execut,ve Ch a 111 p Ion~ \\ i 11 
Sports Editoe kicko ll al (i:30 p.111. 

'-;oml' 32 ,cholar­
~h1p, \\III he ,l\\ ard ­
c d I ha I c \' c n in!!. , 
ll't.ilill!! llWJ'l' th:111 

.;;2;).11[10 . .-\ls,1. cha111pt,111,h1p penll,tlll ; \\ ill hc prc 

.-cntcd 10 O\' ,\C champ1011,h1p-w11111ing team~. 
Tile l1i!!hlidll or the c\cnin!!. lm\\,:\cr. ,vi]! he the 

p ·cscmation ~ii' the Nc,1s Rcgi~l\;r Bi l l \ an Horne 
()\'/\C Coac.:h nrThc Year Aware!. 

L:ist vcar the award \,cnt lo Bellaire·:- hovs ba~­
kctball coach (icm; \rnmiranlc who guided ihe l:lig 
Ri:d, to their fir,1-c,cr ,talc Lournamcnl. 

Tt1-: :'i \l; t11wli,ts tor ll1c a\\ant ha\'c been ,clcctcd. 
\n e,h\ d10re for" commillet: wlrn.:h had lo dc,t! 
111Ll1 .. 1;1c1li.irct ol i.:oach,:, \\'ho directed their rcspcc• 
1,c 1i:a111, ;,, ! ,,; 11nc1 anti "1111c champion~hip catn­

·,.,1:!n~. 
Tt·,,: li\l: tin,, ~I~ •- 111 .ilph,1bct1l·al ortkr -- arc 

', !-.1,i !i.t1 \ i1n,111. .\ia)!11oii.i girl< haskelhall: Frt.·d 
1 ! ,_. :, 1 h,; r I Ii!! Io 11. 

\'1.:uh,;11\ ilk h:hchall: 
l,nh 1·, r ll ",'1- \\ .;1rt1.,11 
:\ladun11.i i'ooth,ill: 
L,,rrv Snaw. Oak 
(,k1i wres1li11l! and 
;\kl ')1epl1,·11s. 
\Vllc,·lin!.! ( -: 111r.il 
I),•~ , h:hl-.cthal I 

-\ 11 i'h·1..: an: 111-1 ·1..: 
111.111 dc":,·1 im1 10 ~r.:h 
!he Ina.,~ n111.: . 

H ,\ I< I) ;'vl r\ i\' l1as 
cniuv..:d !!real succ.:css ~----------~ 
c,;;,cl1in!.!-,ll h..:r alm.i rnali:r. She led her Ladv Ea!!lcs 
ill ;h-: \\\:st Virginia C lass ,\,\ stat-: chamj,ionship 
,ilis wi111cr. 

Tilt: rc.:a1 took on added si!.!nificanc.:e after she lost 
i;\:r stdlar point guard Ash ley McSwceney due to a i 
l:1rn 1\CL. : 

IIEATIIERlNGTON -- a prev ious OVAC rnach­
oi'-thc-ycar r..:c.:ipienL -- took his Big Reel baseball 
!cam 011 ,1 magic carpel ride las\ spring. Steubenville 
,id\anccd all thc \\:t)' lo the Division II Slate clia111pi­
;,1hhip ga111e. 

KRi\!'vlER !!Uidi:d the Blue Dons lO a most memo­
r.ihk grid c.im1>aign. Thc Dons went I 0-0 in the reg­
ular Sc'.asnn. Th,•.y then advanced to the Super Six 
U,1s~ ,\ Litk !.!;till<.: . ho\\'in!! lo Wheel in!! Crnlral. 

SI-I,\ W _j1,:;1 continues 10 win stale-championship 
:1rlcr stat,· champiunship. He kcl his Golden Bears lo 
their ninth conscnllin.: Class ,\A title. In the process. 
1hc1· alsu won the O\' AC Tournament. 

STEPHENS and state championships go hand-in­
hand. Stephens lccl h is M:1rnon Knights to their fourth 
.,1ra1gh1 West Virginia hask,:;tbal l crown. Stephens 
served the i'irsl two t i tle runs as an assiswnt while 



KAPRAL OV !\C Banquet of 
T•LExecutive Champions wi l l 
Sports Editoe kickoff at 6:30 p.111. 

Sornc :, 2 ;.d1ular-
_.··. · I ,hips ,, ill b<..: ;1\\'ard-

------ ed that e11;11111!.!.I 
llllalin!.! more rh,~n 

S2iJ.lHHI .. ·\l~ll. d1amp1,111,hip p<.:1111ant; wi l l hi.: pr<::­
~cnlcd 111 OV.-\C ch,u11p1onsh1p-w11111i11g teams. 

The hi!.!hli!.!lll of the c1c11in!.!. lwwcvcr. will be the 
1m.:selllatiu11 ~1r the :\/c11, Register Bill Van Horne 
ClVAC' Coach t)(Thc Year t\11ard. 

L:tst v<.:ar the ,mard 11e11t 10 Bcllairc·s bo,s l)a~ 
kctlnlll coach Cent: r\llllllir,tlltl' who guitkd lilt' Big 
Red;. to their firs1-c1cr ,tale tournament. 

TIie fi,c i"inali:-.h !or the ,manl have bci.:11 ;.ckct.:d. 
'-u e,is,- drnre for a .:01111nitlee which had tn deal 
11 ith ;: J;k1h,m1 1,1 ..:o,1d1c, 11 ho dli"cctcd their rcsp.:c-
1 i IC lcam., ill hdllllCI and ,1111le cl1a111pionship Gtlll­
[>,ll!.!lb. 

Th~'. ri1-t: linafot, -·· in alphahctical order -- arc 
\1kl-. !L11ll111a11. :\>l.i_;:11oiia girb· ha;.kelball: Fred 
i!c:illi~rin'.! 1.,11. 
'-ireul1,;11villc h,ischall: ~, ------------, 

-----=-=-=vA Biib Kra1n'°r. \\"cinun 
\ I ; Id\) ll 11 ,1 ro (l I ha 11 : 
[ ,11-r, :--11<111. Oak 
Clc11 wr<:sll111!.! ancl 
\!cl Stcpl1ens. 

\\ !1c1.;lin!.! ( cntral ': --~~ ~ J,,11 ,· ha,!-.cthall. 
\11 Ii\\.: ,ire more 

nan ,k:s,:r1·111!.! t<1 !!r::!1 
ihe bra,, nrn,: • 

H \RD:-.•!\;\ ha), 
en 10, ell !.!real ;.w.:ces:-, 
..:,)·ach111!!-,ll her alma 111atcr. She kd her Ladv Ea!!le~ 
,., ,he \\ c~I V1r!!illla Cla,s ,\:\ ,talc ch,1111jl ionship 
;i11, \1-ltllCr 

The real look on added si!!nificance afler she lost I 
i~Gr stcl lar point guard Ashley Mcsweeney due to a' 
lDrn ACL. 

HEATHERINGTON -- a previous OVAC coach­
of-the-ycar recipient -- lllok his Big Red baseball 
!,:a111 un .i magic carpet ride last spring. Steubenville 
.id,anccd ,di the wa1 10 the Division II state cliampi­
• 11sh1p game. 

KRAMER !!t1ided the Hlue 1)011:-. to a most me111n­
r. 1bk: ,!rid c11111)aign. The Don;. wt:11l I 0-0 in th<: reg­
ular ,.:a,011. Thl'-~ then acll anccd Lo the Supcr Six 
U<1s,- \ Lilk !!,Hnc. ho11 Ill!! lo \\ h.:cl1n!! Ccrllr,1I. 

SH i\ W _just cont 111!1(', 1l) \\' Ill ,tat,/ champion,hip 
aJ°Ler stale champ1on,hip. He led hi, Golden Bears to 
their nilllh consccuti,e Cla,~ A ,\ Litle. In the process. 
iht:v ,tho won the 0\'AC Tournament. 

STEPHENS and ~late championships gu h,tnd-in­
hand. Stcphe.ns Ice! hi~ Maroon Knights Lo their fourth 
,traiglll We,t \'irgi111a has!-.etbal l crO\vn. Stephens 
~er1 i:d the first two title run~ a, .in a\\i,Lanl while 
lx:ing the head man the pa,t two. 

SEVERAi otller coachc, 11er.: wonhv ot 111ak11w 
the 1111al rive h111 c,,mt: up ju,t short • ~ 

,'vlanin:-- Fenf;. Dai,: Bruncy t:nJoyctl his f 111i:sl 
,L:ason yi:t in Purple land He led the Purpk Rider, ID 

th<.: Di l'ision IV semi rinals. losin~ Lo e1·c11Lual swte 
cllampirn1 Youngstown Cartlin<1I !11ooni.:y. 

Two Barnesville coach<.:;. recei1t:d hcavv consider-
ation. and ri!!IHII' so. • 

Veteran ,ind ·hi!.!hl \ -q1ecc,,ru1 Sl1:1111roc!-. ba,ch:111 
rnach Brad Wilso11 \\:as a stmn~ candidate after lead­
ing the l{cd & Green inlu the l)i, ision Ill stale Lour-
11:1111L:11l. 

Barrn;)-.villc tr.id, coach Darrell Davi:-, alsn ,1 a, in 
the hunt after leading 1he Lady Shamrocks to an 
1mpn.:,s11c runncrup fini~h in the Division II staLL: 
1t1eet. 



Jeff Harrison/The Daily Jeffersonian 
Among the highlights of the 20th annual OVAC Banquet 
of Champions on Monday at WesBanco Arena in 
Wheeling was the announcement of the OVAC Coach of 
the Year. This year's winner is Nikki Hardman, head 
girls' basketball coach at West Virginia Class AA state 
champion Magnolia. Making the presentation ls Nick 
Bedway, who will be retiring in July as executive sporu 
editor of the Wheeling News-Register and Intelligencer. 


