W.Va.—Thursday

By DOUG IIUFF
Sparis Edilor

¥ Chuck wu:d recﬁt:ed :m n}m—e-
i ment ‘gift" Wednes ni rom
5 the Olﬁil:pf Valley Alhl‘:atic Confer-
i ence,

ih  The uutgnquaSleubeuviﬂe Big
¥ Red boys’ sketball coach
@ received the OVAC Ceach of the
3 Year award before a crowd esti-
i mated al 1,000 at the fiith annna]
Kroger-QVAC ‘Banquel of the
Champions' at the Wheeling Civie
Center.

Watt, who has relinquished his
Z3-year job as Big Red basketball

lime recipient of the 22nd annual
award sponsored by the Wheelin
News-Register, Big Red footha
coach Reno Saccoccia won last
] {t;alr arnd in 1985. Football coach
Neclda won at Magnolia in
1973 and Sistersville in 1979,
Watt, who was the 1971 honoree,

201-3 won-lgst record,

in the Ohio Division II regional
tournament finals. His 23.year
record was 350-144 inchxding 11

4 crowns. He also coached the Steu-
i benville baseball team to a 10-year
% record of 18490 and ¥
guides the Steubenville Post 33
American Legion baseball squad.
The 1845 Sleubenvile High and
College of Steubenville te
it was lollowed In the balloting of
i area pews media by Shadyside
ki [ootball coach David (Ty) Flem-
it ing and Wheeling Central basket-
k; ball coach Jim Dailer.
£ “No one can receive a coaching
¢ award entirely on his own,” Wall
told the gathering. “I a t it on
behalf of our tesm and stail
# including Ray Saccoccia and Rich
. Donnelly. It is a recognition of our
team year, .
“I have known few coaches who
didn't work hard with the kids
thev had. Reing at Steubenville

boss, becomes only the third two- 3

coached Big Red last seazon to a i
OVAC Class 4A crown and a berth 3

Chuck Watt,
baskethall coach at Steabenville High, was
awarded his second Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-

- lwo-time winp

who recently resigned =s head

(middle) and

ence Coach of the Year honor. The award  Saccoceia, wh
encompasses all sports, and Wall is just the third Isalsoa two-tj
students. 1 just hope everyone nolia {West virgima  U.):
bere gels as much enjoyment out McDonald's: Terri Lynne Castel-
of athletics as I have,"” Walt sajd. lucei, Brooke (Noire Dame);

The retiring coach wasn't the Pepsi-Cola: R) Morgan, Tyier
oaly henoree Wednesday night, Counly; Wheeling National Bank:

Receiving scholarship awards Barbara Leasure (Fairmont
tntaling tha ectimatad <10 non Sfatnt: Dagnhall Fannhoe.  Trade
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Mike McNell'The Intelfgesicer

Walt (left) is pictured here with -
OVAC Executive Secretary Sam

er,
I Mumiey

Big Red Athlelic Director Reno
0 doubles as the foatbail coach and
me Coach of the Year winner,

Rose; Daniei M. Burke Wrestling:
ﬁgviﬁi Iieal‘lbegl Clairsville

ashinglon erson); Gearge
Koyalick Wrestling: Ed Neely,
Weirlon Madonna (Washinglon &
defferson).
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Sidon of Martins Ferry and Cat
Giffin Track Service Award to Ed
Davis. :

Athletes and coaches from 47
OVAC champicnship teams in 15
sports also received pennants,

Guest speaker was Arizona
State Universily wrestiing coach
Bobby Douglas, an OVAC product
from Bridgeport High School.

Douglas directed his talk to the
honored youth and asked them to
“pass the lorch which makes up
the spirit of the Ohio Valley. The
athietes are great in the OVAC
because of the tradition. I have
cnioyg 1ll and mwlhyouuggie i
en t. Carry on this -
mcgandpassitonlothel’utm
Eenemtlom. This special, unique

of person and athleta Is
whaf makes the OVAC the great-
est conference in America. 1 was
proud to compele in the OVAC but
nobody makes it alone. AR of you
have peo;ale who belp you along
the way. I had George Kovalick as
a coach and ! never would have
made it without him."” .

The former Olympic wrestler
who competed at West Liberty
State and Oklahoma State lnilsd ﬁ

thering that *“edvcation
graealatthingtnhappentomil E
degree means more than any §
awards. When [ duated from §
high school, a tea gave me the
book ‘The Power of Positive §
Thinking' and it started me off on §
the right foat.

“I have found seven steps to &
success and an y can uose B
them: (1) the ability to dream .
because they do come true; {2) a |
plan of knowing where you want to -
go and how lo gel there; (3) ¥
discipline which is the glue that b
holds everything together; 4) %
desire—it has lo be caught; it §
can't be taught; 15) association: B
stay close to suecessiul le and
it will rub off; (6) fatth—belive &
you can do !l: lher'e ls no greater B
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Past Coacb of Year Se]ecnons

Im-» FRANK BAXTER. BrEdgepurI. whose basketball ieam was runnar-up in the Ohlp Clas:- i
A wurnamem and ﬂnlshed wlth a25-2reco

1 EN 'HSR LAZASZ. Warren Consulldalqd Hls basketball Iaam wan 22 s!rafgh!
before bnwincg in regional J i [ i

HARLES “tﬁi Eke WATT, Steubenville, His baskeleers won 21 of 22 befnre a iw &

pnlnf overtima loss fo uiilmale sfale triple-A champlon Walnut Ridge in r-?Ionai compelition.

b 1972-TOM K B, Sleubenviile Cathallz Central, His 1971 toothall feam Ied the first ;- ‘=
perfectl recm-d In the hlstory of the school and was the Press services’ chulce as h Io duub|e ALl

mplen.

W= LOU NOCIDA. Magnalla, His 1972 foatball feam was slale dnuhle-A champlon and hits ’73J
basketeers were runners-up in fhe state tournament,
‘1974 — BILL HINEGARDNER, John Marshall, and JAY CIRCOSTA. Woods!!el:t
Inegardener's wrestiing leam won third successive West Virginla cham lonship, Clrcosta -
eroduced first perfe:! record In Woodslield his!ory as-Redsk|ns won OVAE Class Aa,an:i Ploneer
alle eafgue rown
l rﬂa— RICH WILINSKI. Toromo Hls wu foo!ba!l team- had a perfad seasm. 2 schoal's lirsl B
S I'IC& !

1976 — SAM ANDY, Wheeﬂngel‘il h. In the schoat's last yer of exlsiencé. his baske!ball 1ea!ﬁ ~T
len the stale sometaing fo remember it by ~ a tripte-A West lrgln!a championshlp. capiured ai .. .- ;

cha l
TDM VICHICH Shadyslde, Hls l?u track ieam was the flrsl from ihe Ohlo Va!ley area ;.
fo wln an Ohlo sli‘ege :hamg

“l“
1ig— ET‘E’, Buckeye Trall. In iha ﬂrsi year of this Guarnss CounU/ ” :
l:unsolldaﬂon. his baskeiball team won 21 shraight before bowing by one point te indian atlay Suuth.a
1979 — L.OU NOCIDA, Sistersviile, He became the first fwo -time winner of the “News-Reglster-
OVAC Coach of the-Year’ honor, His ‘78 football team accomplished a dramatic turnaround frois ; k3
‘77 season that produced [usi one viclory and clalmed 1) in a row tefore bowing In the stale im. 3.0
rlalzoff finals. His Tiger feamg subsactuemly won flve w. Va. stale Clasg A champlopshrps and werﬁl 5
e finals seven stralghl years, PR oy I8
S 1980 - JIM THOMAS, Wheeling Can!ra! Hls '79 loothall ieam (I!-U cap!ured an OVAC tlflee,m -
and the W, Va. state double-A crown WS 0 iE ey
T 1R= JOHN sw«ua, Blshop Dcnahue. Hls basketball team won fhe \;{ a, _slngl‘eﬁ aopagrt *

" championsh ﬂl P

1982 — MELVIN COLEMAN; Wlutersville..HIsba;ke!ball teamwonza naro be!orebowfng«# #

ln the reglnnal andwasOVACal L M gt e s S
winning a sg;elJ

E“SKIP" PROSSER: Wnesing Cenral, A gy
sugersw‘ﬁmum!’ '

1983 —~
}onk his baskelbai! Ieam fo the sfale hwmer finals again: J7a
~MARK HUFFMAN, Skyvue With on} ene senlor n .
reached ihe Ohla stafe Class A taurnament seml-finals ok LR R R e L e,
RENO SACCOCLIA, Slaubenvilla. His 1984 footbal hmn was undeteafed 1n‘1;g starts did
wan ﬁw Ohln Divislon £l champl; g
‘1986 — PAUL “BUD* B} I.EAR Brooke, His 1985 iearn won the flrst WBst Vtrglnfa Class A}\A-r
fmit;aill, chimrgkl}nnship In the s:hool's htslnry and capped i3 campalgn by gi ing & seam; npe i
uss to Par urg. i Tty oy -
-.;,L“ 'ieldulge?D EOIR E. %ERAGER. 51. Clairsvlile The ‘}r?i:gy s ali- Ilme wlnnlngest tootibali w mha%'a .
o evils 1o a 9-1 reco re uarseasonan ayoft es aonsvpo g
f Chargln Falls Kenstan.’ “13‘5 ‘;d l‘l 9 Tvy-ﬂ %’ Fyiis ‘&e L it *‘g‘*l-‘

: 1988 - DAVE LaMOTT ge Coached Br!dgepurl.!a Ohlq;D,[vl ? 3
' :hamplonshig first s!ale mai fme for the Blug. since 1959, Dol PSias (EAT Jot SRR

ACCOCCIA, Steubenviile, ‘His football iearn won l:slraightbeforel ing to Akfon? L
Buchiel In the Ohln Bivisian I tinals for the second straight year. Blg RedwonOYAC tourA fillell =8 o)
'a‘:' made‘playo{ls forelghfh stralght yea S‘ccn:cla Is nnly second coach ey n’s’N-Rawa e
e, G '

ww”" i

hgaad eF




