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0 hi o Holds Off W.Va. In Defensive Battle 
By.JOEMYERs 

The Jaldll1eacer Staff 
Vlnr.lnia U. reeruiL Ohio slacked felteariyon,uwelL CIIUldn't believe his force unit fa.red 

aowell against West Vlrglnla'a baul-S 
{Sweltur, Swlsher,Shookl bai:ldield. Weuldn't yuu know it? "No, I reaUy didn't expect It,'' said . Two team carrying enough offen- the vetenm SLC. .. They've got so 

alve 6repo_wer to make. Ollie North manywea__pons-" • 

eacli: and every attempt, however, as The Mountaineers created the end Keith Gunn of Catnbrnke held game'• first hn!ak when John Mar-his ground while tackle l!ryam shall sa!ety Mark WUson caused a Ramsay of Bellain! bandied the fin- fmnble after Wesley's nine-yard nm, lshlng touches. and watched as teammate Scott 

some heavy.handed encoungemnt 
by SL JOOQ'a safety Al Donahue, and 
John Marshall fullback Alex Shook 
managed Just three yards on a dive 
olay. Sistersvllle tailback Jell 
Swisher, harried all evening by 
Ohio's lntimidators, wu·dropped for 
a one-yard Joss on third down. 

nap ta attention ballled_ ta a bard-I Coach Terry Depew's squad had hilting, u.u final at steubenville'a the first posses:sloa and immediately sweat-drenched Harding Stadium, atiuud tll'Ohlnl: the right side behind wbere the Ohio stars outlasted West Weir tictJe 1Udt Stead, a West 

Steubenville linebacker Perry Hobnes o! Tyler pounced on It at the Jeter and Steubenville Central DB BuckeY831. -. 

Virginia Friday night ln the l&th • 
annual Rudy Mmnley-OVAC Charity 
Foolh,ll """le. 

The game wu wel}.played and 
dralnlng-bolb JJIM;lcally and emo
tionally-but It aid not Uve up to the 
high-scoring bljim: that the crowd of 
an estimated 8,000 had come to -- •• .oh sure, the SL Clairsville tandem 
o! fullback John Spencer and quarters, 
back Shawn Vincent rambled for 100 
~ apiece and took turns on 
daulln1 forays into west Virginia's 
secondary. And, yes, Winler.svllle's 
Kevin Wesley tqueezed 82 yards out 
or just eight can-ies, with Oblo line
men em LongeneUe or Martins Ferry 
and Bryan Ramsay oI Bellaln! acting 
extremely offensive lo the gentlemen 
acn.a the line. 

But when all was said and done, It 
was Ohio's del:enslve unit that had 
last laugh ln a game which had had 
football fanaUa giggling ln anUcipa
lloo of Arenaball-like scoring. 

The MDUblalneer squad managed 
just 60 rushing yards on 31 attempts, 
and quarterback Jeff Sweitzer from 
Broake accounted ror just 97 total 
yards., a mere puddle next to hill sea 
of past glories. 

Ohio Coach George Strager 

David Wallwsky, each treading, on Swei'izer's pass to- Weir TE Rob !amlliar turf, made their presence Konnovitcb was dropped, thanks to 
After an exchange of possessions, 

Ohio embarked on the first scoring 

r West Virginia attempted an on-side 
!klck: and, after a scramble, ~ as SLC.'s Brad Swan and B 
North's Rieb IDuleU danced lo 
•Wellne, football ln hand. n was all , over. 

Ohio DOlll' leads the overall series 
23-19 and, since Ohlo Valley Athletic 
Conference sponsorship, 1-7. The 
Buckeya, baTI1 captured four of the 
lut five games and eight of the past 
10. 

Defensive standouts for Ohio 
locluded Gunn, Ramsay, Jeter, Wal
kosky, Thompson and linebacker 
Spille Johnson of SL Clairsville. 

W"'Vu-glnla"""'""'"""""'"' defensive eflorts rrom ~ Shoott 
Brooke tackle Don Koscevlc, a.nu 
Brooke linebacker Mike Gundllng. 
And Holmes, the smallest player oo 
the field at 140 pounds. was sent to his 
back several times, but his speed was 
Yitai to holding Oblo to just two 

"""'· The Buclteyes gained 294 yards on 
SO rushing p!aya and totally disdalned 
the pass {Vincent, who had an 
injured right shoulder, was 0{0{'-1). 

On the flip side, West Virginia had 
182 total yards and managed Just 
three flm downs in the second halL 

The jury ls no longer out - this 
case wu too perwuasive • for the _.., ..... 
=\lltwl!U ' : : t::n ~10.,..l~klckl 

i:t:ii!Wif~=I 

nner three ihort • nwies:Siniger 
called on the open-field talents or 
Wesley. The WlntmJVllle ace, who 
missed ma'lt of his senior season 
because of lnjuries inDicted ln an 
auto accident, went straight ahead 
for nine yards and bounced ort 
,.-..,,,_ lh,n looked ror daylight. Ho 
found it, but was hauled dawn from 
behind by the Reel Holmes. The fl· 
yard gainer put Ohio hi business at 
tbeW.Va.25.. 

I Vincent and Spencer alternated 
c:aniea. Vincent, who is quick. as a 
wish, makes iinebackel's Joo.t- bad. 
Spencer, who deUYenl more hits than 

=d.~:v:.;= :~t~ 
after Spencer's one-yard plunge 
behind tackle Ray Harbert made It a 
134 game at 5:46 In the fourth. 
Vincent attempted a naked bootleg 
for two, but Llnsly's Jay Davis 
wun'lfooled. 

West Vlrglnia couldn't get a rmt 
down on 115 De:J:t p:,ssessioo, and 

: Udngs looked pretty bleak when 
'I Tonmto'1 Phillip Thompson tracked 
down SWeltzer for a 31-yanlsack. 

"I'm tired, very tired," was all 
, Thompson could choke ou1 when be 
' returned to the sideline. 
. Ohio, after a punt, turned the baU 
over on a poor excbanae in the 
backf"tekl, and Weir's Slead recov
""'-

Depew niached into his playbook ~~~cr~r~,r::; 
Sweitur to Shaffer. Swisher'• second 
stab Into the line was &UCCeSS!ul
barely-lo pull W.Va. to within fuu:r 
poinb once more. 

Depew opted for more ra:ttle-daule 
on the two.point attempt, • and 
Instructed Mlke Cuss oI lJnsly lo 
throw the ball The delennlned Coss 
had other plans, and dove head-flnt 
into the right comer !or the conver• 
slonat;;~ •. 

driTI! or the same. vtneent, pemaps 
the oa11 ~ t.o stir Harding sfa. 
dlwn's troplca] 90::deiree alr, daahed 
:J:enlstheonW~~.:1J!:1::a~ 
an OPeDinll -with a slick lake to 
Wesley, who WIii drilled by DE 
Shook, then sidestepped rm "oh
acuse-me" taclde at the 40 before 
finally setWng at the 26. 

Aller two nms netted lZ yards, 
Wesley follawed rigb1 guard for a 
nine-yanler t.o the six. Spencer got 
tbe call on the next play and besJ. 
tated just long enough to bowl over 
!Wilsoli before bunlling the goal line. 
Ramsay's Idell at 4:H made lt a 7-0 ...... • 

, West Virginia answered with a 
drive of its own. SWeltzer picked up 
20 yards on a nifty scramble, and 
Isler bit Konnovitcb aver the middle 
tor 11 more,. making It tst-and-10 at 
the 16. But Walkosky blew in for a 1J.. 

~

ck on the next play and West 

"""""°'""""""'Mountaineers' next series got 
off to· a slnling start when Swisher, 

, on West Virginia's maiden voyage to 
I the ldt side, streaked the sideline for 

38 yards. It was vintage Swisheriibul ' the only lime he could expose to 
'. fans at Harding. After a couple more 
big blows from Ohio's defenders, 
Swisber'a slep9 grew more tentative. 
Swisher'■ nm put his crew on the 

' Ohlo 28, and when Swelber hit Kon
, novltch on a lo-yard out pattem
i SWeil%er's sixth straight comple
tion-the visitors bad a 1st.and-to on 
tbe 17. Mike Coss got three yards on a 
reverse, then Coach Depew opted !or 

•. a ~d,;er a; lengthy survey of the , lobbed one into the 
1 left comer the end :zone toward 
Brooke's acnihatic Jack Shaffer. It 
appeared Shaffer bad hauled in the 

'pass, but the offidal, standing right 
over the recel.V!!l', didn't see it that 

~,Hell yes I had It," Shaffer said 
later. "It was this far up (holding his 
bands a loot off the ground). I looked 
up and saw him doing this (signalling 
ltneomillete> and sali1, 'Ob my God.' I 
started" crying when be did thaL" I The third-down pass fell Incom
plete, but West Virginia didn't come 
away empty. Sweiber split the cross
ban en a31-yard field goal attempt, 
slicing the margin to four points at 
5:27. It was the last acoring threat In 

lhe ""'· Ohio had the first shot at goal aner 
intennlsslon, and Spencer got into 
gear with a first-<WWII carry oI 20 
nnfs which halted by the TD-saving 
hit rnirn Magnolia star .Jeff Frye. 
West Virginia stiff~ though, and 
Ohio went ror It on 4th-and-2. 

Vincent went right on an option 
play and, with all the effort he could 

; :i':tler'~ wJ~ °meina~ 
wi~ out a cheerleader, then paused 
to un her to her feet.) A measure
ment at the W.Va. 22-wilb referee 

~~~t5~1=cfe~tr:: 
West Virginia couldn't move the 

ball. tbouRh, and the ho5ts. the ruril'!; 



Fans invited to spend 
'E,,ening With Stars' 

"An Evening With the Stars" involving Ohio Valley residents, has been initiated this year as a community show of appreciation to the players and coaches for the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Game. 
Throu&h this event, coaches and athletes will be guests of area residents, wishing to be sponsors, at dinner Wednesday, July 22

1 
at the • Esquire Supper Club. This is just two nights before the game itse f. Total cost of being a host is $50 for each sponsor, and this includes get-acquainted beverages as well as two dinners, one for the sponsor and the other for the AU-Star, at the Esquire. · . "We feel 'An Evenin~ With the Stars' will be very beneficial to both athletes and sponsors m that new friendships will be made and experiences shared," said Pete Cuffaro, dinner chairman. Cuffaro, Bob Burke and James Raies are coordinating the new event. • . '. All funds earned from the All-Star Classic are 100 percent con.tributed to local charities. • • Explaining the arrangements, Cuffaro said, "As a sponsor, you will i:neet your All-Star for the evening at the Esquire Supper Club at a 6:30 '!!,m, reception, with dinner being served prompti:y at 7:30 p.m., so that the coaches and their athletes can be back on their buses no later than· ·10p.m. • . . • Those interested in signing up for "An Evening With the Stars" are to send a $50 check to Pete Cuffarq

1, OVAC All-Star Charity Football Game, &~2 Richland Ave., Wheeling, w. Va. 26003. . · .• Prior to July 22, each sponsor will be told the name of his dinner guest. . Anyone wishing further information. may call Cuffaro, 242-2959, or James Raies, dinner co-chairman, of the Osiris Shrine Temple at 695• 1156. 
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Sg_encer, Vincent, Wesley key_ Buckey_e offense 

Thompson's 'hit' called tu ming point in Ohio wir 
BY RICH GIBSON 
Tlma..t.eederSpmuWfltw 

• Phillip Thom~ took out bis frustraUons on Jeff 
Sweitzer and fu the ~ orodueed what Ohio 
coach Geonte Strager ealleil lbe turning ~Int or 
Friday nighPs Rudy M'.umley OVAC Cm.rity All.Star 
Game as Ohio decisioned West Virginia, 13-11, at 
Steubenvllle'a Harding Stadlwn. 

Thom~, the• ~ alhlete at Toronto 
High, bid hoped to play a bigger offensive role for 
the Buckeyes. 
. But with the likes of Shawn Vincent. John Spencer 
and Kevin Wesley in the backfield. Thompson was 
furcedtoseekoutthespotlig!_itelsewhere. • 
S~ bad Just provided the Ohioans with a 111 .. 

oolnt cushion In the game's final six minutes and 
Sweitzer was under -the gun to rally the Moun-

"'""""'· From the W. Va. 39-Yl!,rd line, CODSecullve P?SS 
attempts missed the mark selling up a third ~nd 10 
situation. • 

Sweitzer retreated, JoakiDJt for Bruin teBlllJ11!1le 

-Jack Shalfer or giant Weir target Bob Konnovitch. 
SUddenly, Thompson shot through the line with an 

all-out assualt on the Bruins' all-state signal.a.lier. 
A determined Thompson chased down the 

scramblbu! QB like a starving coyote pursuing a 
holol.,.raob[L 

Some 30 yards later, ThompsQn's Rol?,oCop ex
nloits bad resulted In a 30-yard sack forcmg a 
Motmtalneer J!U!1L . 

Although Uie Bucks would tum it over three plays 
later on a rumble, Strager Celt Thompson's heroics 
were crucial • 

''You have ta look at that play as the turning 
point," Strager noted. "Did you see the way the kid 
wassprlnling after him? 1bat was Impressive.'' 
~te!fr~=~Jg:;ti~~ Stale this !all, was 

~ 
I was disauoointed about not getting an 

ty ta carry lh'e ball a liWe more. so 1 gt!ess 
de me more detennlned on the delenslve sule1" 

Thompson said. "At halIUrne, the coaches told ll:!I lD 
concentrate on getting to the quarterback. I thought 
we~ well In the second halI. '' 

~pson was credited with two.sa~, totaling 33 

yards. • • 
Strager admitted su_rprlse with the outcome In 

terms of oflenslve product~, but noted, "I've said 
it before, offense puts peop.ie In the stands, but 
dclense wins ball games.' 

The Bucks were able to break off rour oI five big 
Ralners, but for the most part, an underrated West 
Vir£lnla de!enserose to the occasion. 

"Overall, I thoulmt we held our own pretty well," 
nld W. Va. coacli Terry Depew oI Llnsl!V. '"They 
<Ohio) were quicker than us up front. bu we cer• 
tainly didn't back down from anyone." 

When Weir's Rick Stead P.>Unced on a loose ball 
with 3:06 remaining, Depew Immediately called for 
a triple handoff and "Hall Mary" pass ptay that his 
club executed flawlessly. 

The play went from Sweitzer to Sisterville's Jeff 
Swisher to Llnsly's Mike Coss, who In turn handed 
back to Sweitzer-Cora 45-yard connection to Shaffer 
al the Ohio l~yardllne. 
. Two pla.Y5 later Swisher was in for the score at the 

1:44 lighting. Coss' option nm made It a two-point 
deficiL 

"We pu.t that play in Tuesday and worked on ll 

twice a day," Depew related of the Moun 
ranle-danle tactics, "At that point. we had to l 
with the clock running down.'' 

West Vii.:ginla then nearly executed a perfecl 
side kick, out SL Clairsville'& Brad Swan madE 
criUcal recovery. 

"It <kick) was UP. for grabs," Depew said 
lhoul?ht we had a legitimateshotat iL" 

"We knew it was coming" Swan noted. "It ta 
wicked hop. I was just thrilled to be part ofiL" 

Needing but one first down to wrap it up. 1 

called on bard-running John Spencer, who sla 
for the clincher in the final Ucka. • 

The OhloStale bound ex-Red Devil ended m 
game's leading rusher with 1113 yards on 19 car 
He blasted in for both Buckeye scores. 

Vincent accounted for 95 yards in 2L carries 1 
Wesley made excellent use of his eight totes ft 
stripes, including a U-yardscamper. 

Sweitzer hit on 9-of-18 P?S5es for 115 yards. f 
fer and Konnovitch combined for six recepl 
totaling 100 yards. 

Ohio showed a lHO edge in fm;t downs.. 


