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By BILL VANHORNE
News-Ragister-Sports Editer

“ggach of the year:: poll

Conference ‘¢
hasbeen comple

the OVAC's annual”spring disner
meeting on Thursday night at

Oglebay Park’s Glegsrer Auditorium. -

“There is a choice field of candidates
for the .coveted ‘honor this year and it
js possible that we may see some sort
of break-through as a result of the
vote of media representatives.

Never has there been a repeater
‘since the *'coach of theé year” poll was
inaugurated in 1969, But it'is logical to
believe that there could be this time.
Some of the most prominent and most
deserving possibilities are men who
have won the award in the past, in-
cluding Jast year's winner, Sam Andy,
then of Wheeling High.

Andy received the News-Register
trophy after directing the Wheseling
High Wilddats to a West Virginia state

triple-A basketball. championshijp in
th:ﬂfals’ final season on lhe hard-
w

Now coaching at the consolidated P!

Wheeling Park High, Sam enjoyed
another remarkable campaign,
though its conclusion was not as
salisfying as in 1976. This winter his
Park High Patriots were nol only
OVAC four-A champs but were
ranked No. 1 in the state of West
Virginia in both press association
polls and received the UPI Cup as the
state's regular-season champs. The
Patriots won a total of 23 straight
before howing to Clarksburg
Washington [rving in the first round of
the state tournament.

Other past winners of the *‘eoach of
the year” honor who again rate
serious cousideration are Jay Cir-
costa, the Woodsfield High foatball
siratepist whose team was vnbeaten
and untied last fall and rated No. 1 in
Ohio “A" ranks by the Associated
Press; Henry "“Herk"” Lazasz, whose
Buckeye South High basketeers won
22 straight before bowing in regional
play; and Bill Hinegardner, Johno
Marshall High wrestling mentor
whose team was OVAC titlist and
undeleated in dual meet action, in
addition to finishing second in the
West Virginia state tournament.
Lazasz's cagers were OVAC three-A
kingpins and Circosta's gridders were
conference single-A titlists.

Lazasz was the “coach of the year”
back int 1970 when his team at Warren
Consolidated High won 22 in a row for
the best season in the histery of the
school and made the regional plateau.
In 1974, Hinegardner piloted John
Marsball to a third straight state
wrestling title and then tied with
+oirensta for the OVAC coaching

_ eted but'theiidentity of .
the winner will not be revealed until

award. Circostahad given wbo,dsﬁgl'd‘
. r-Sporis its first perfect grid record in‘the fail
... Balloting in the Ohig Valley Atbletic of '73

.- Tg {ate, Hinegardner is the only.

‘eoach; picked” for_ hi$’ success in any
other sporl -except football or

‘basketball; But that’s a gituation
which might slso change this season
a5 -there are ‘worthy nornigees from
track, wrestling, swimming, and
‘baseball. .

Thé OVAC péll was inaugurated in
1969 “and the first recipient of ‘the
.award was Frank Baxter, the veteran
Bridgeport High basketball boss
whose club. wag 25-2 that year and
reached the Ohio state Class A
tournament finals at Columbus. Two
more. leachérs of the sheot-and-
dribbté game, Lazasz and Steuben-
ville Big Red's Chuck Watt, carried
off the laprels/the next twa years.
Watt's Big Red machine won 2t of 22
before falling to champion Walnut
Ridgé by 1wp poinis in overtime in
regional actiop.

Along about then, 1 was wondering
if basketball“coaches were going lo
make the waward their exclusive

roperty. But inthe spring of 1972, the
¢hoice ‘way “Tom Korab, now the
athletic ditéétor and head football
coach at Wheeling Park High School
but then Bt Steubenville ‘Catholic
Central, whire his '71 combine posted
an unblernished record, first in the
history: of the school, and Wwas
recognized in the wire service polls as
state champion in double-A.

Up- until %78, there had not been a

selection.from the West Virginia side

of the river but then Lou Nocida came
through. He was recognized- for his
outstanding efforts in two sports at
Magnolia High at New Marlinsville.
His 1972 footbaliers had been the
OVAC double-A kingpins and ad-
vanced to the finals of the West
Virginia state playofls. His '73
basketeers reached tbe state playoil
fingls. Lou, of course, i now head
footbal) ‘coach at Lewis County High
School aftertwo.years at Oak Glen,

In ‘74, we had the Hinegardner-
Circosta tie, with duplicate awards
being presented. There had been prior*
occasions when a single vote had
settled the issue but this was the only
flat gut dead heat.

The choice wasa decisive one in '79,
with Rich Wilinski, who had posted a
perfect grid slate at Toronto in the fall
of '74, finishing well ahead of the
pack. Rich won an OVAC title with an
8-2 team Lhis past fall-and now moves
on to Stebenville Central.

If the pick is to be a football coach.
this time, Circosta would seem to
have the edge, though there could be
suppert for Jim Thomas, who has won
two OVAC grid titles in the past three
years at Wheeling Central and

coached the victotious West Virginid ! b

all-stars in last summer’s inter-staie :
charity game, Down river, the Vvote ]I;
might go to Buddy James, fdotball |
coach al Parkersburg: whoge ‘teani .
won ‘the West Virginia staté playoft,
although it suffered regular-season.
losses to Marieita and ‘Brdeke, Of
course, some media members might
feel that Ron. Pobolish, with a two-

year record-of 18-1-1 atCadiz, or Rich

Saccoccia, who succeeded the living
jegend, Bob Kettlewell, at Win-
tersville and won the OVAC four-A
division crown in his [first season at
the Warrior helm, might be an. ap-
propriate choice,

In addition to Lazasz and -Andy,
basketball coaches who may pick up
votes are Bobby Dawson, who has had
a phenomenal record at Wellsville
and won an OVAC double-A crown this
season though he did not return 2
regular from his state lourney club of
the previous season; Ray Barnhart,
who has been 41-8 over the past two
years at Sistersville and guided his
team to the state semi-finals this
winter; or Terry Snively, who ac-
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